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Itoeaaatha&pures is one of the coital districts of 

tsail Ba&u* It lieo on the eastern sea coast of the southern 

sub-continent of India with a projeetien into the wedging 

between Madurai aai U'iruaeiveli districts (Slap 1)* According 
to the district Sasetteer*, the district as constituted at 

present nae formed in 1910*. Earlier to the formation of the 

district, the ©astern region of the district was mainly covered 

by the Zaraius of Eamnatiiapuras aril Sivagangai* Being onejof 
the drought ;pfone regions of the state, ii^my te considered as 

broadly typical of other backward regions in femil Lada* 1'he 

economy of the district is also no exception to'that sf the 

state, as it is predominantly agricultural with 65 per cent of 

its total .-working population dependent on agriculture as culti- 

v&tors or labourers (as pee 1971 Census) •» <A'be fQehno-eoonemic 
Survey Report on Madras stato^ identified this district as a 

region with low development due to its low agricultural producti­

vity* It was estimated that the can-land ratio in the district 
Via*, 0*69 acre par tsen (1955^*56), was the highest in the state 

end was higher than the correspond!^ state average of 0*40



4■ acre per man,* Viewanstfcs ISurthl ©t.&i** observed 

tbapuro© is one of the dry districts %n the eta to

that Raman a- 

. S'bough

agriculture .provides employment in large oeasure, it is not

prosperous* A large pert of land is barren and tin cult lvalue*
0*£ * iCurica^ found that -withla the state of 2-asii Dadu, ~%uaria~

o(j
tb Spur as is o no the fra© districts which showed the greaterA

6aat-aigratioh trends* Yeehwant* goes farther and remarked ttot 

liffiisimt-h.apiu’ea is one of the districts where outoigrataiy

tendencies from rural tracts are found to be of importance*

He identified Huelitas, Christies©, and Ifadars as being the
7more aigration**pron© cotiaaunitios free this district* Dae Gupta

et* al* observe that among the villages of i’eaail Hskiu* the 

villages in BteSiirBthapuraa district are highly nigratioa-y/rone 

villages* x

Siveganga is ono mang the northern taluks of daraanattsa-

gurats district* It is bounded on the east by Siruvadanai taluk,
/

on the south by Paracakuell taluk, on the north by dbirupatbur 

taluk of lacianathapura© district, tladurai district forme the 

western boundary (ace ".lap 2}* It ia nlsost a rural taluk of 

126 villages with only 2 urban centres and spreading into m 

area of 1144 sonar© kilometers. TJith weak urban influences 

coupled with the poor state, of roads, transport and comaualc&tio 

there are problems of aarketirg and su ply of essential input o 

in this area* ibis taluk is a labour surplus region* nearby
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agricultural ly prosperous region© and distant urban centres 
provide employment opportunities to labour froa this tal-«k* 

Out-migration during oil-season Is siseable*

She aLisate in $iv?sga;oga taluk Is generally hot anil dry 

v;ith a lots degree of humidity-# She district gets a oajjor portion 

of the rainfall fro® the north-east ismsooa curing October- 

—I>#ceober» Eaiafall is often late irregular and scanty* If the 
mlm fail, crops cannot be raised* it happens core often than 

not* A fe\j scattered showers also oorax* in the district during 
the hotter months of fclaroh to July# italic 2*1 shows that over 

the 10 years from 1S72-iyD1, the rainfall lias ranged between.
471 to 1067 w$3* per annum in Sivag&nga taluk*

Annual rainfall &a &lvagaaga i’aluk - 1972-1931 

Year Rainfall in ja*a*
1

1973 570*8
1973 673*1
1974 471*7
197$ 475*6
1976 753*7
1977 1u6? *4
1976 •856*3
1979 1067*3
1900 790*4
1981 1010*4

Source* Statistical Office, Oivagasga division.



$be soils of losoan&thaporaa district consist chlefLy of 

blade earn or loosa or red dand# in Sivaganga iuLtuc soils arc 

partly reel lateritc* red dayey loata ana peitly blade clayey 

loam# la the clayey loam soils in tank fed areas, wet laid 

crops like paddy, sugarcane and banana are cultivated# la the 

laterito soil, dry crops like icillets and oil seeds are 

Cultivated*

'Xhe irrigated area in the region depends almost entirely 

on rainfed tanks and water is available froca them for tv.o to 

three months* -She,district may aptly be described as "the land 

of tanks”# fhere are 3S24 irrigation tanks in the district, ibe 

irrigation system in the district consists of a number of minor 

tanks fed partly from their* Independent catchment aid partly 

from the diversion of river waters and jungle streams through 

canals# Sluices are provided to these ttwi'kp with vents. *he flow 

is regulated l^y e^ill* She water from the tanks are drawn for 

irrigation tarougb natural flow, when 'the water level recede 

beneath the sill level, mauel clrawiig of water is resourced.

Due to paucity of cater only a small proportion of the culti­

vated area can sustain acre than one crop a year* She shortage 

of water leads to dependence on low yielding aid less water 

requiring crops* Scarcity of grasses on pasture land and culti­

vable waste land, and lack of regeneration on forest lend, 

ultimately result in low productivity as a common phenomenon, 

in this region*

jo



2*2 Iiocatl-m and environment * the selected villages

$he field research on which tbia study is based was 

carried out in too villages of ^tyaganga taluk* Ihey ware 

saLeoted by purposive stratified sampling procedure* Care was 

taken to choose them in ouch a way that they were sot too 

cLooe to each other# and further that they were situated away 

from urban centres* She general feature© of the villages are

mostly captured by observation and the detailed survey conducted
x

in the months of Ilesy 1931 and February 1932 through a quostio rr 

mire*

i'be viilunoj OiXoadogudi, herein after imorn as the 

first village# is situated on the northern moat border of 

the Slvagattga taluk * (Its Oenous cod© number is 1?) (Slap 3).

It i« connected by a kuteba road of 0*3 tort* length to Lladurai- 

-Kallel main roao* It is surrounded by bigger villages like 

Kadacupatty* Paganori ard Ohoiacasiiitbapuras ia differ ®t

direction which 'have better infrastructural facilities<

ihe village is at a distance of 3 bus* from the state highway. 

Sfco taluk head quarters is located at a distance of 20 i:.no.

She other basic facilities such as health centre, cooperative 

or edit society# revenue office, high school# tel ©graph end 

telephone office, police station are all situated at Uadaguprity 

at a distance of 4 k»as* itae nearest hue halt to the village is 

situated at a distance of 0*9 k*fa* and the railway station io 

away by 13 k.&o* at Sallal*



2fee other village, Clriyur, herein after indicated as 

the seoondi village, la located in tte couth eastern extreme 

of the taluls (t!&p 4)* (Its mmm location code mtib&v io 1 93)* 
It la away from Sal&y arkovil - Ilayaagudi main road by 4 fcv.no*

It ho connecting road, is crude sandy cart trade winding through 

tanks arid enbsntoerits* nearest developed village with various 

facilities ouch as health centre etc*, is aaraveoapgaiafc, 

Oiiuated at a distance of 4 fc*mo* ffftougfe this village is 

surrounded fey ttmm life© Kalayarkavil, and Xlayojigudi, it Is 

isolated from them due to poor carasrantea t~-on facilities* *0 

get a bus# tho people of this village have to trek a distance 

of 4 fc*ss*9 while the railway station 'is located at a distance 

of 20 k*?ae# at Hattaraeaukottai*

She availability of various infraotructv.ral facilities 

for the number of villages and the proportion of population is 

presented in table 2*2 for tonanathaparani district as well as 

divagasiga taluk* it io a good pointer to the relative bach” 

war due a a. of the district and taluk* Similarly the availability 

of various facilities, their locations and distances froo the 

on rvey villages live presented in table 2*3» i'hb relative 

distance is a good indicator of the relative rocotoneoo of the 

villages*



Availability of aoenities in liman 
anit Hiyaganga talifc.

•sthaptram district

inanities Eaiaa'oathapuraa
district

Sivoganga taluk

$0*0f 
institu­
tions? gea? 
1000 gopu 
laiion

3/erceutago 
of villages 
^ith such 
facility

llo.o f iJc-r centsg
ineiitu- of village 
tiono par with such 

1000 pQpa ia-y di­
lation ty

1 2
.... .......................

4 5
Education
Primary sc tool 0*721? 0*7967
S&Mule school 0.1227 • 0,1640
ai^is, school 0.0050 0.0219
College & Other 
edueatio raX iasti*» 
tat ions 0,0000 0,0033
Library and reading 
r-eoa 0,064 0
Ilsdioal
Hospital 0,0122 urn

Health Centre 0*01OS 0,0110
LiQpensary 0*0283 0*0549
/later idty &m child 
welfare centre 0.04-53 0*0275

Bower supply 
briskly water

35*37 35*71

2&p 4*63 «*-

V} el.t 75*05 80*16
lank 14.95 17,46
Stefeesell 0*14 •

diver 0* 26 -

Ootssuni cationnMjrx—_'q*i a. ■<»■■»<■» it. *-pyr~-«i<j»r

Bueca Road
Kistoba road 
lost uffice 
telegraph office 1

42,17
21*05
34.94

2*91

39*60
00*79
29*37

2*33

dota’ces district Census Hand bool-:. Bart X~Af 1971.
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Table 2*3

Location eacl accessibility of various facilities 
for the survey villages

Burpoe© of visit 
from village,

Hems' of 
place

Mode of
tra&s-
port

Bis**
tance
Mi

k.©e»

location Oise ©i 
tov*i/vl~ 
llage by 
pc Pul a**
tioc"1 ' ' ’ 2 3 4 3 0

1# OiXandsgudl
(the, first village)

1* Secondary education Hadagupatti viaIk/ 4*0 Oivagaa- 2643

2* Medical arid health Alavakottai
cycle
•do/ 6 *0

ga taluk
n 2327

3» Snail purchases nadagugstti
cart

•dc** 4.0 n 2643
4* Balk purchases llrumthur Bus 20*0 iirupathur

5* Stirobase of ugri- naclagupatti walk/ 4*0
taluk
Bivagsisga

1a.»3t0

cultural inputs
6* Agricultural 

marketing

^ele
**do-*/
cart *r

•eaLuk

n

2643

2643
7* Cooperative and' 

bank work kagaaeri Bus 9*0 ti 3333
8* Sovenu© and court 

wort Slvsgenga Bus 20*0
laluk
head

4797

2* Piripir
iSbo- second vrllsgo^

t • Secondary education Marava** V/Sllt 4*0

quarters

(•'IvagcBca 2103
2* Medical ami health

bib aga

•“dor •do/
taluk

n n

3* ds&ll purchases •do**
cart

•So*- fi C! «

4s Bulk purchases •do** •do** » « «

5* Burebase of Egri- 
oulrarai inputs **"10**

—du“* f* « rs

6* Agricultural 
aarkotlng

•do** -do-/
cart ft !? M

?v3o operative and
Bari: work •40** -ilO- S5 n CJ

0* Hevenue sad court Siyaganga Bus 30*0 Selulc Head 4737
■work quarters

Xafbr&oattiai collected during the Survey* Bo Duration 
figures (0ol#6) are baaed on Census, 1971*

,c
r s-
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She first village is electrif led and is provided with a 

govorumei.it primary school* Besides one grocer# shop, a potty 

stop and a pari^-ti&fe tea stall, there is .om civil supplies 

ratiosbhdp* it distributee the monthly quota of rice, sugar 
and kerosene at fair price* Is he village eoomon-pluce is a 

tiled ballding with a raised platform-like construction aid 
is used as a community centre in the evenings* it is equipped . 

with a community radio set provided by the village pancheyet, 

which is v.ell utilised by the villagers* Slice other primary 
school children Sn the state, here also, the school going 

children ore provided with free mid-day meals under the govern­
ment sponsored scheme* i’he village panchayat has provided one 

well and two hand pump operated bore walls for drinking water*

In addition to this, the village has got a tank exclusively 
for drinking water* ihe post man from Ita&agugatty comes dally 

to the village to deliver letters and to clear the poet bos kept 

in the village common place* Be also vends postal stationary to 

the villagers* though cost of the houses are thatched ones, 

they are well maintained and look dean* there are a few tiled 
and terraced houses also* She houses are well laid out in 

parallel rows with good street formation* Goa earner durables 

like cycles, transistor radios, steel folding chairs, torch 
lighto are found t^be in us© with a good number of households*

In the second village, the houses are scattered into
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three clustex‘8 according to canto group formation. -he tfes'var 

households live in the esaia village* i:b e 0 hr lot inn Endur 

households live in a separate cluster nearer to the Bain 

village* Hie scheduled caste population live in a separate 

cluster further 'sway from the village* 'ihere is no orderiinece 

in street formation and the space between houses is irr> guier 
and untidy* 2 ho ugh it is an electrified village, not naay 

bouses have domestic connection* A privately owned rice oncl 
flour sill is function iris in ‘the village* It outers 'to the 

'neighbouring villages also. Due to the non-availability of a 

village eods-ou place, the paachayst radio is kept idle in the 

rioe mill* there are m shops worth mentiont'cg* 2o post a 

letter, to get their monthly ration of essential commodities 

from the fair price shop and even to drink a cup of tea, the 
villagers have to vial It \i is t&saee of 2 fc.ns* to the neighbour ing 

Villages tTsilangnlan* during the first survey, it was observed 

that due to sever© drought, -even to take bath, people ten.; to 

depend ujioa. the tank in Ueilangulaci* She Christian parish of 

nearby village, Sooranasa, -runs the village priiaary school and 

here also the school children are provided with free uid-day 
meals. ®he visit of the post mm- to the village Is not regular, 

as their outside contact is limited one frequency of claLiveiy 

of letters is natch limited* One homeopathic doctor has establi­
shed private practice in the village* !bo drinking water well
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provided fey the pan© bay at has become unusable and they draw 

water from a spring dug out 1st the nearby channel*

2*3 Population and hom;oh0lci cbaraetegfsti eh

Sable 2#4 shot® that the number of households were 

106 a ill 113 in the fir at and second village respectively with 
a population of 559 am 533 in 1971 (Census 1971). Hence- the 

average also of tlio household worked out to fee 5*21 for the 

first village and 4*73 for the second tailing©, whereas the 

district and taluk average ms 4*'6* ihe density of population 

for the district was 227 per sq.ferns* and 159 for the taluk*

For tho survey villages it was reported to b© 130 and 141 

respectively (Census 1971)« If appears that ttough the average 

sis© of the family in tho first village was higher, the. density 

of population was relatively scalier ae compared to that 3n 

the second village* I ho lafeour-i'orce participation ratios for 

the district and taluk were 35 par cant am 32 oor cent roa^ac­

tively, whereas for the survey villages It was around 30 per­

cent* In '©onforaiity to general pattern the ses ratio was also 

adverso for the villages.

Coras Hoping these demographic features derived, ffcun tho . 

1971 Census, it appears that the survey v,Hinges ere of oediuo 

sise with a population around 500 am reflect the gsnorol . 

Character Id tics of the taluk am the district. Hence they war© 

preferred for this study ao sample village®.
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Vffeen the first survey was conducted in lisy 19^1 in the 

two sample villages, 1G4 households were found to be 1 rv i? -g 

aml present i« tbs first village and 06 households were living 

and present in the second village#-/til these households were 

Interviewed* Sfhess figures were elightly less than the figures 
reported in 1971 Census* Shougt* it .ms -our intention to survey 

all the households, some of the households were reported to 

have migrated for seasonal jobs outside the village end their 
houses were locked# At the tine of the second survey in February 

1992, the actual number of families surveyed happened to be 

exactly the same as .in the first survey in both fee villages, 
i«e#., 104 in the first village and Q6 to the second village* 
However,^0'OBe of the bouo© holds who ©ere not present at the time 

©i the first surv^ were ©resent now m& wore interviewed, while 

80m at the households interviewed in the first- survey had gone 

away for seasonal work, for the analytical convenience and 

uniformity, only those households which were interviewed in 

both the surveys were taken up for the study. Thus, the 

number of coramon households who were interviewed in both fee 

surveys cooes to 77 for the first village nod 72 for the second 
village* i'he population of surveyed houaoholde vias 421 in the 

first village arid 360 in the second village* She average sis®
Of the household turned out to be 5*46 ami 5*00 for the first 
and second village respectively* 2'heso are slightly higher than
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the 19?1 Census £1 guest-s* Here also, tte first village was found 

to have bigger family else in comparison to the second village-* 

!i;he labour force participation ratio was 53 Per cent for both 
the villages# Shis ib much higher than what was reported An 1971 

Census* Shis may be duo to tho variation in the de£I rat ion of 

a corker based on his status and activity* la the survey, 
irrespective of age and Q<axP my one who was employed for few 
days' in the preceding year, i*e*, by usual statue and priority 

criterion was rekomd as Worker* Shis is inclusive of unpaid 

family farra worker also* Use of this concept of worker, gives 

a -higher labour force participation ratio* ■

Ad for as the educational attainment of the population 
is concerned, table 2*5 shows that the incidence of'Aliter-acy 

is higher in the first village than in the second village*

Educational Status of population and labour force 
in survey villages

(^jjiCxfc-txr-jaSL

SireiZ*

Population Labour
fore©

■——:—r-" ----- ---——:—------...jr...,.,,,, i &1 # bilandagtuil
Illiterates 270 144 64*13 64*57
Primary level 102 51 ■24*23 *"i rs , <SC#U ftliddle level , 55 9p 8*31 5 *8?
Secondary & above 14 G 3*33 2*6DAll 421 223 100 * 00 1 wU •’UU

2* SiriVjuaT
‘Illiterates 214 118 59*44 61 *70
Primary level 114 47 31.67 24 *61
llid&lc level 25 20 6.94 10.47
Secondary & above 7 6 U94 3*14
All 360 191 100*00 1 uO.'-.jO

Source s She household survey conducted for the purpose of this
study* It will hereafter be referred to as "She household Survey
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One-fourth of the population is tbs so com! village is 

Obrlstiam# and, the local prluary school is managed, by 

Christian parish* this ia au added advantage-* It my be noticed 

that the percentage of population educated above middle do tool 

level was comparatively higher in the first village, xtoio might 

be due to the fact there is ft high school to a nearby village 

which is access ihLs by a good road*

2*4 Sooic«-oultural features

In the first village there are dif Brent baste

groups of Hindus* Among thorn 34 per coat 
caste group known as falayers* 1'hey arc

belong to a single 

also known as aoo'panar

or Aisbalam* 'Basically they arc hunters v?Ith bo?/ and arzot; and 

also skillful snake catchers* i'ho farming ccmmiuiity of Vellolan 

ccnstitute 9 pa’ cent of the population* Other caste groups

ini© -Kudali&r,Mutbaraiyer, and Agaau&iar were in minority £h is

village does not have any scheduled caste population.

In the second village, Hindus constitute 7~ Per cent of 

the population* i'be rest arc Christiana* 70 per cent of Ilia duo 

are ^aravars, a sturdy race of people* ihey are also identified 

&b * fhevar* • £he iks&ri community which is about 12 per cent of 

Hindu .population In the village, is mainly- a eraftomes caste 

engaged in carpentry and smithy* Che scheduled castes fora the 

rtsbainlng 1U per cent, i'fcey sro Jmotas by their occupation.
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for example C lmklr.il iyan will be engaged os Gobblers* Pallcre 

ere mostly wage p&M agricultural labourers* Parayana are 

engaged as oeavahgbre 02id also to perform funeral rites at the 
burning ghat* Vo^sis servo as the washermen of the village* 

Besides their primary occupation, the ues, women, and children 

of the scheduled caste households also go for agricultural 

operations as wage labourers in the buey season. She. Christiana 

are Sadars by community* fhoir main occupation was palmyra 

climbing for toddy tapping* In audition to this, they te&e 

to farming also*

In these im tillages, the cotasuaities represented in the 

population arc almost backward eoaeimitieo as recognised in 
other places* Since these villages are remote and situated in 

buclcjnrd regions, .forward cemounitioo such as Brahmins 

are not found* Tmq to predotalncnoe of numbers art! control over 
eiaeabl© portion of land, Voiayars in the first village and 

Sfaravere in the second village have eaerged. as dominant social 

groups.

It is generally believed that the diettaction between 
class Slid caste is very narrow* Hence the occupation orient oci 

class distinctions eleo merge with social cae«u groups*. Based 

Oil the primary occupations, the households in the survey 

villages were grouped into six distinct economic categories 

ouch m laargiial farmers, small formers, medium fanaerc,
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ogr ienitural labour© rs, artisans and the residua as ’others’*

'In the first village, though predooi:mat o oca nation ei‘
(

the bonsehoMs is farming* such other occupations like oat 

weaving, basket miking, fishing, broom making were takes as 

secondary .occupations in the off season* la the .cairy season 

falayora go to Kerala S? tat ©for snake catching;, which will 

ho sold to tanneries. engaged in ^authorised export of snake 

bklns, to western countries*- snake catching for this purpose is 

unlawful* Bespit© tb© risk involved in thin Job anil illegality, 

these people take to it due to the lure of ssoney in it* Bone 

of the bow; oh olds in ife© village om their affluence t:> this*

As they were afraid of the law, most of trust?- did not make ary 

mention about this subs id axa?y octu ration, when they wore inter- 

viewed for the survey*

At the %in& of the first survey, though P's’ofcibition policy 

was in force throughout the ©tai% the Christian Under house­

holds reported that their primary occupation was toddy tapping* 

lue to non-availability of sufficient authors cl palmyra sad 

coconut trees ixi the vicinity of the village, these people 

migrate with their families to nearby lunjore ciotrict, where 

their skills arc in nemtid* Wlioa they engage in their traditional 

occupation, their woaon ansi children go for wage—paid agricul­

tural operations*



Ibo way of life in the limit village is comparatively 

found to be better off* She lay out of the village, structure

of the faoueeo, the see of radioes, bicycled etc#/, indicate tboir 

envareosaa end consciousness for development* The vill ego is 

not so much isolated and in connected with various infrastruc­

ture! faeilitioa of nearby places by a good road and frequent 

bus Service* -Moreover, itn^ority of the migrants from bfele' 

village have gone %& metropolitan towns in the distant nor them 
o•kites imd some have even gone to neighbouring countries* 'Their

expoetira to the outside world widens their har toons. bhen they 

visit their native village,, they bring some influcsices and it 

improves the way of life and attitude of the people*

lbs second village io rather remote*It to difficult to 

avail .of the infra-structural facilities available In the 

nearby places due to luck of goad oomeciioi®• further the 

majority of migrants from this village are eoaeouai sgrieui- 

tsial labourera to aofghbotirins district* 1‘tielr impact on the 

general village life is insignificant*

In the first village a single community, vis*, Valayar. 

constitute the sigeabl© portion of the population* A$ the b&wb 

time, the other minority cast© groups ore not that inferior in 

to social hierarchy* lienee the social differences between the

are not felt much* ibere to cohesion and cooperation
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among the caste groups. Im eLderly person from the dominant 

caste group is accept eel as the village leader* All carters 

connected with the general interest- of the village were decided 
on the basis of decision taken in the village meetings* Such 

meetings ar© held at village common plaee.Sh© village older 

preside© over tb© meeting* though discussions are allowed on 
the. matter of dispute, the decision of the village elders io 

final and billing* She villagers abido by that* Hatters rela­

ting id -money, government and natters external to the village 
ere decided on the basis of the opinion of a relatively
more educated person (belonging to ml ©her family of secondary

community)» Sue to good mutual understanding and cooperation 

prevailing in the village, certain norma of conduct are adhered ib 

strictly* For example, eaolsing and cons map t ion of intoxicants

Similarly revealing one's ovm affiliation xo political 

parties, public meetings by political parties, ©rootion of 

party flag posts within the village etc*, ore forbidden* Any 

on© violating these norms is fined and if h© repeats, he is 

liable to be evicted cut of the village* --he interaction 

between different communities in the village is smooth arid 

sound* i’here does not seesa to he any conflict or dash of 
interest atao rg the different caste groups of tb© village*

She picture of coasunfigr 1 Ivins is not so bright in the

oeecmd village* biff ©rout caste groups live in distinct
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clusters# %o scheduled caste population- in the village ra*c 

©imaged in agricultural operations as rage paid labourers #

But :,they ere not treated ©a par with others* *91* example, a 

H&rij&a cannot walk across the village with hie footwear or 

turban, on* and has to keep -his a houlder«el g th in band# &

'bariian eamot go through the village sitting in a bullock, ©art# 
2hough the village rice mill is catering ^neighbouring 

villages, local harijans cannot make use of it and have to tace 

r©cour s© to hand pounding ©f the grains- Christ inn lla&ara

and nearis also are not considered as equals by the clotiiaant, 

Samvors# though the Christina l&dare and Aearis or© economically 

prosperous, they are smaller is number and are not able to 

date equal status with Maravars* there is little imaeratanaiic 

ad ©ooperotion among the village commimitieD# Shis gets 

reflected in the deterioration of village life* bhen the 

village drinking water wall became unusable, it was left 'with-* 

out coking any efforts to renovate it# Village womenfolk go 

over a long distance tcbring drinking water# Share is no 

village ©osamoa place* Bo the oociumiby radio set I© remaining 

idle# ihe absence of commercial establ is teaente sue has tea 

shops lead f© isolation and lack of interaction among different

communities*

She way of life has not changed much in ter:© of conditions 

of bouses* sanitation facilities, the ue© of constmr durables, 

drees ©to*; Poor communication facilities keep the village more
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isolated sad fro© from much of outside influenceo* Generally, 

the scheduled caste population accept the superiority of the 

iiaravars without any resentment* Shis arises out of their 

economic dopenioncy on maravars for their livelihood*

2*5 Bccmoale clmractexslst lea

ihe rural economy is influenced by the satire of 

agricultural production* ^and and its allied, character lot ice 

ultimately determine the nature of economic activity in the 

villages* She soil in the first survey village is of-Sled 

laterite variety with lesser fertility* where are four raiufed 

tanks which provide the irrigations! facility to the village 

lands, those four tanks vis*, Beriya kanmoi, Chiriya konvaoi, 

Jlachiyar kaamol, Kudikathan teanmot together provide irrigaticnal 

facility to tre extent of 66 hectares* Besides these tanks, 

private -.veils with pump sets are in use* She location of the 

tanka, frequent failure of monsoons and the sell acrid it lone 

result in lesser rotation of vaster# As a result, mostly the 

land remains unirrigated except for small strip?* fffee cost 

of wall Irrigation is very high due to bard terrain and poor 

groundwater potential* She survey reveals that 77 households 

own a fetal land ares of 41*35 hectares* Out of which only 21 

per cent of the land is Irrigated -and i& used to raise wet 

crops like paddy*
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She soil in the second village is red clayey loan in 

nature* Its moisture retention capacity io relatively higher *

But the groundwater is totally unusable and the tanks sre the 

only source of irrigation* Sooragudi Kaaswif Eunako&ai isaatDi,

tiiriyur Big &aoiaoit and Soal! KaaBOi aro 

tanas m the village with a capacity to

hectares* As the groundwater is unusable

the foil' irrigations! 

irrigate about 141 

t failure of tonoaon

results in complete naraXysation of agricultural operationo* 

However the fertility of the soil io relatively high *1 he 72 

households surveyed froo this village reported a total lend 

holding of around 59 hectares, of which 03 per cent are wet 

lands and. used for paddy cultivation* Depending upon the 

availability of water in the tanks, they raise second crop 

also*

Sabi© 2*6 shows the lam utilisation particulars in the 

survey villages and Bivaganga taluk* In tho first village, 

out of the total area available, only 22 par cent is cultivated, 

iearly 60 per cent of land is remaining fallow, clue to paucity 

of water in the tanks, prohibitive cost ol* well irrigation a?:d 

difficult terrain*

In the second village 39 per cent of total land ares is 

cultivated* 10 per cent of the cultivable land is recaining 

fallow* ihe proportion of uneultivalxle land which ie put to 

non-agricultural use is much higher* Mearly 51 per cent of the



Land utilisation details of survey villages and taluh

land us© lirC-ilendagudl
Area; rorceat- 
in age to
bee- to tal 
tare

2*Sirlvur blvagaafca S&Lui
Area Percent- Area Percent-
in age to in age to
bee- total Bee- total
tare tar©

1 2 3 4 3 6 T

1* Hiiailiivsbl© Band •

Forests 3*31 0.77 0*00 0*00 4944*4 4*. 56
Barron o*oo 0*00 4 *94 1*30 937*6 0*92
II on-agrl cul taraL
use load 72*3? 17*04 186*70 49*27 30125*6 27.77

Sub~to tal 76 *66 17*81 191*64 50*57 36067*6 33*25

li*Oultimbl© but not
cultivate©
Cultivable waste 0*00 0*00 36*08 9.52 64-26*0 5*95
Bermanoat pasture! 0*00 0* 00 0*00 0*00 109*2 0.10
Band under mis-
cel3.aneous tree
crops 0*00 8.00 0*00 0.00 230*0 0 • >0
Current fallows 0*60 0# 16 1*17 0.31 1744.0 1.61
Other - fallows 256*99 59*62 1.61 0.42 £7658 .4 23*49
Cub-tots! 257*67 59*76 30*06 10.25 36277*6 23*43

ill Set area sown 06*16 # £ *3 14u*44 29*1? 3o149*c 33*32
Sotol 450*31 100.00 378*54 100.00 100494*8 100.00

Sources Season ana. crop report - © lietaaens 
fcUafi. office* Sivaganga, June 1QS0*

total land area is put to ncn-agricu,11ireo! use* But it is being used 

as gjf&sing land for th© village cattle* VriXd tfcemy, wSeenai fearuvela
l

frec-a grow in large number* .Periodically these- trees are cut and burn 

to mpJse charcoal in. largo quantity * Shis ic soldi out to distant urban
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centres* v;fe©ro it is uoed as fuel charcoal sskii'ig end Befiling 

business is aimed by people ires neighbouring tamiu* *he local 

poor 'dr© employed in operations such as £&fling of trees, 

burning of wood* loading of trucks ©te*

2he oroppijg pattern in both the village is sore in 
favour of■ food crops (fable 2*7 5* Is the first village nearly

fable 2*1

Propping pattern in the survey villages for the year'
1979*60

ISl Crop 1* Oiianda^;udi O ■*» •&?• w iriTur T:0de Of
urea 
under 
cult!** 
vation 
in Hec­
tare

Percen­
tage to 
total

under 
culti­
vation 
in Keo' 
tore

Percen­
tage to 
total

Irriga­
tion

1 2 r*

. ..
4 5 6

Pood
1* Baddy-traditiOiial 
2* Paddy~high yield*

66*16 68*80 54 *30 63 *6-6 lent:

ing variety 00*00 00,00 50*39 33*95 t)

3, Reel 11*30 11*75 0 v6 * \) \) 80.00 n
4* Var&gu 8*36 9*32 1*19 0,80 .Rain feu
5. Joimr 0.00 0,00 0*63 0*42 n
6* Kudiraiveli 0.00 0.00 9*93 0*63 a
'?. Bengalgraa 0*00 , 0.00 0*08 0,03 0
6* Eorcegrarei 3*50 3*64 0*64 0*44 si

Bufe-i©t&i 
^on-fooci

89*32 93*51 148.36 38*93

- 9* GisgaUy 0*00 0.00 0.C8 0.03 *?
10* Banana 0*22 0.23 0.00 0.00 Y’ell
11. Sugarcane 0*3,3 0.34 0 .00 0.00 l?
12* Groundnut 3*29 3*42 0.00 0*00 ..teiit'if Ctl
13* Coconut i.ae 1 *93 u . y 0 0.00 hell
14* Cashewuut u*42 0*44 0.00 0.00 -i-ainfed
15* Vegetal!es 

iiub-totcil
0.12 0.12 0.00 0.00 tell
6 .24 6*49 o*oa 0.05

SJotal 96*16 100.00 14o*44 100.00
oourcef p,e^sgn^| lm crop fecoFtl * O return* * x a. ec,ni vagSmgui, June l^du.
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94 per'cent of the total area sown is used for food crape*

‘ihe root is- cultivated with garden crops* Despite Halted 

irrigatioml potential, paddy is cultivated in substantial 

area. Dry crops are also raised in nearly 25 per cent of the 

total area cultivated* ffee 7 per cent of land used for other 

crops- are well' irrigated*, She high yielding varieties of pauciy 

r@ciu.ire assured supply of water with good crop m&sqgcacai 

practic co* i'he farmers ia tbs village prefer trad it io mi 

varieties due to resource constraints*

la the second village, almost the sat ire land area is 

used for the cultivation of food crops* faddy is extensively 

cultivated in a wider area* Nearly ooe-tlrl.r& of the paddy cul­

tivated is with, high yielding varieties* Only '3 per cent of 

land Is used to raise dry crops* She. area under nan-food crop 

is. insignificantly small* Sufficiently large quantity of laid 

can be taken up for calt-ivaticri aa the fertility of the soil, 

is better* inadequacy of storage capacity of the tanks, frequent 

failure of monsoons, and salinity of ground vj&itr are the 

limiting factors*

ihecrop production pattern t® also reflected in food 

consumption pattern cl the population in the survey villages* 

She main. item of the staple food in the first village is 

constituted equally by rice and millets, whereas in the second 

village, tbs sal a item of food is rice.



Distribution of land for the surrey tillages
K»||» ■— Iii»u»fcnmu I I n.j'ir*Mi 11X11 mm i i. m r ■■» ■!■■»- imO.U* ■■ — hi ti     11 wyr.Mi n iiiiT— W'miHi >— MJ. '.w*. i.i   

land oise
In Ha-:*

I»ro*o£
households

£eroentago
of IM* to 
total

1 2 3 .

1* Sllaruiagudi*r-n>wiOTf»i«iiiiiliW)i3tt]rila*M*—•* inmn

landless 15 19*4-0
0*01—0*50 51 40*25
0*51-1*00 21 27.27
1 *01—1 *50 6 7*79
1*51-2*00 3 3*90
£.01+ 1 1.29
All 11 100,00

2* Siriyua?
landless B 11.11
0.01-0*50 20 27*70
0*51-1*00 23 31 *94

"1*01-1*50 8 11*11
1*51-2*00 10 13* Bn
2*01+ 3 4*17
All 12 100«BQ

Sources 'iUe iaout;©b©M survey 1901-82*

fable 2*6 presents tm distribution 

tbe im villages* In the- first Tillage,

of landholding in 

nearly 20 por- cent

of survey households are 1 endless, nearly 63 per cent of house- 

holds are with holdings in the rang© of 0,J*1*0Q hectares,

and abo*fo 12 per cent of toe households with la-:d sis© between 

1-2 hectares* ~-n insignificantly derail proportion of households

are holuirg land sore than 2 heot&reo.
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In the second village, the distribution of Mnd appear© 

to b© relatively better* Only 11 per cent of tli© household ore 

without my l&Usxf 60 pee cfc&t o£ houo©holds aro with land 

bolding of less than 1 hectare for 25 per cent of households 

land sis© varies between 1-2 hectares, a ad 4 per cent©!' the 

households have more than 2 hectares each*

For purposes of further analysis, we propose the following 

Ocancoi© classification of housetioXas* She families with less 

than 1 hectare of land my be called marginal farmers* licaoe- 

holds frith 1-2 hectare o.f land nay be identified as ©sail 

farmers* ifeooe filth more than 2 heotoros ray be called as

medium farcers • As eng the non-farming households, tboec who 

are engaged primarily in wag© paid agricultural operations 

are classified as agricultural labour touseholus* *A‘fce village 

craftsmen like smiths, cai£peatei'S etc* ere called artisans* 

the households which does not get covered .under any of the 
above categories can be grouped as ‘others*. Sable 2*9 ©rows

that 65 per cent of the households ia the first ie arc
constituted by landless agricultural labourers and aurgiiaal

farmers# a vulnerable group, whereas tto perceatag© of such a
' »

group ia the second village is lees thorn 3^f* Bleditm farmer® 

households make only a saall group ia the first village but 

a oiaeable group ia the second vHlag©*Stoe percentage of 

agricultwal labour households in the first village is nearly
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too* that of the second village# She percentage of aon-ferser

households with ’residua^ category’ of pecu,nation Is lees in 

the first village than in the second. ibus, in teme of distri­

bution of assets m& ebsnomie class fetation, the first 

village Is adversely placed in -cooper ison to the second 
Village* i’he in eidenoe /underKour ishiae nt in the first viLlag© 

is also relatively higher.

£ahle..l»l
heiaographio details of survey villages for different

economic classes

Tillage^-' Ho*o£ Popu- labour Ho* of Percentage to total
hours® lat- force aigra ionise X'opu-' ..labour Tsigra

ficoaomio holds ion nts hold lat ion force nto
Glasses ________ __________ _________________ ___

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ~ir
1 .SiiarHagudi
X .Marginal

farmers 23 143 73 13 29*3? 33*97 32*74 30.01
IX .Small

farmers 9 34 2a 9 11.68 12*33 12.56 21.43
III.Medium

farmer® 4 21 13 Kf

J 9*12 4*90 5.83 7*14
If.Agricultural

labourers 27 141 73 3 35*06 33*49 33*63 21.42
V.Artlearis 3 21 11 3 3*89 • 4.99 4*93 11.50

tl.Othars 11 41 23 3 14*23 9.74 10.31 7*14
All 77 421 223 42 100*00 100.00 100.00

g.Siriyur 
X .Marginal

farmers 8 42 26 4 11*11 11*67 13*61 9.30
XI.Small farmers!5 63 36 r\

£ 20.83 13*05 13.82 4*62
III .Medium M 19 106 91 2 26*29 29*44 26.70 4 *65
X?.Agricultural 

labourers 13 34 30 10 18*06 15*00 15*71 23. DC
V.Artisans 3 18 9 0 4*17 5*00 4*71 0,00

YX.Others 14 73 39 25 19.44 20*83 20,41 20.14
All 72 360 191 43 100*00 100-00 100.00 100.0

Sources She Household survey ** 1081 •*82*
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la -fcbs second village* the incidence of csaino^lPtmeat is ,y /
■a'O

not that severe* Considerable amount oi' ochsuaptioa gasoil*, tus* 

is apportioned to toddy cossumptioa* la some household# its 

proportion Is more than half of t‘ao total food consumption

U

©spend itur© of the household#

la the first village* faming is the primary oecaps iiosu 
Ifai© gives rise to employment to the labour force in the 

village for about four matte in the year* An important subsidi­

ary oecuimtion of the majority of the workers in the village is 

snake catching* for which they go to Kerala in the rainy season 

for about two months*

In the second village* farming occupies prime of place as 

occupation for subsistence* In addition to that toddy tapping 
is a subsidiary occupation# i'he Christian Ifoda.ro who ere in 

eubstaatial number in the village population engage in toddy 
tapping* these ooeunaiiois provide employment opportunity to 

the villagers to a maximum of six to seven months*

nearness of the first village to state highway and bus 

and railway transport facility* induces migration# Shis has been 

further enhanced due to the limited nature of 50b opportunities 
within the village due to difficult terrain and inadequate 
irrigation facilities* Mostly male youth migrate to urban 

centres for a lopg duration* Some ever have gone out of the 

country to Gulf regions* am Malaysia. ihey sard remittances



52

bouse, aisl periodically visit their native village also. »hie 

migration from few bouseholds aM its relative affluence 
induces further tale youth migration# She type of migration reeoftad 

to is over long distance ard for a longer duration* Usually 

females do not migrate* Sfeey retain at home in the village*

She impact of migration is quite reflected in the way of living 

of the villagers* ~be us© of various consumer durables Is a 

cos&oti sight#

In the second village* the scheduled caste population 

migrate to Sanaore seasonally for short duration. Shore they 

work mi wag© paid farm heads# 2hey are induced to prolong their 

migration period* whenever there is failure of monsoon to the 

village* *he Christian Radars as toddy tappers depend upon the 

availability of palyqyra am coconut trees# Since these trees ore 

cot that adequate in the vicinity of tbs village* they migrate 

to ianjore, where their ©kills are in great demand, Shone 

people move with their families* Women and children also get 

employment ae fam la.;oarers in the ‘lanjere delta* lienee 

seasonal short duration rural to rural migration is common 

from this village# S'bis happens for about three months in a 

year. But this migration does not improve the way of living 

of the people much as moot of them am from vulnerable economic 
group# i‘b© dominant community from this village does not take 

recourse to migration* they eonsMor migration for yobn to.be 

below their dignity#.
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2*6 Conclusions ,

to ouLa-ap, th® first village has a more honogenemis 

social group and there 'is a bettor community living and

an effective group-decision making pa?cocas hue been established*

%© to low land productivity, labour absorption capacity is li­

mited* Shore X& migration to distant urban c 

duration ‘ibe impact of these urban migrants

entree for long 

on the life of

the village is considerable* ffaie is reflects! in the

formation of streets, mode of house eons tract ion and 

increased us© of ©onsumes? durables* Availability of basic 

amenitio© has improved the quality of life in the village.

However land distribution to relatively more uneven, and

the incidence of under-iiourisboent and imderesploytaent peroioto

for sin cable proportion of the population*

She second village has sore diverse social grotips who 

live in separate ©luster©* Interaction between the groups is
t6

limited. She villagers!bo more remote from outside influences* 

She land quality is comparatively bettor* Sho unuD&b llity of

O'round, water and frequent d^ouglitB in the region -affect the

agricultural production and employment potential significantly * 

ies** As a result wage earsera cannot sustain tfceuaelveB within 

the Village and they migrate seasonally to nearby rural areas 

for short duration* 5?b© distribution of land, is relatively

even. ‘ill© incidence of undernourishac at ic not that sever®.



From toe foregoing it appears that though toe first 

oad second village© are fros a homogeneous agro-^olimtic 

revenue region* they differ rsada in their soeio-Qeoaoaie 

profiles#
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