PREFPACE

Reduction in the regional imbalences in economic
deQelopmeat in India has been recognised 68 en explicit
objective bebind our netionsl plens, eageoi&lly after the
Second Five Year Pian. Both the Fleaning Commission end the
Finance Cosmlissions have recognised that there existe a
considerable divsrgence in the level of economic development
as reflected by the diffcrerces in the levels of per capite
income and produetiviﬁy from State to Statie. However, tﬁere
is a serious dearth of scientific studles relating 10 the
analysls and explanations of such disperities in India. The

present study mektes an attempt to fill in this gap.

Behaviour of the‘iatersta%e income inequalities over a
period of time 1o an importsnt field of investigation because
it sllows us to judge the degree of euccess achieved by the
policy instrusients over & given period of time. £ deteiled
study of the interstate variatians in economic growth, 1%t
ig felt, may throw some light on the fundeuzentsl issues
involved, and hence, way provide useful guidelines for
future policy ir this regerd. The present study, it should be
pointed out, is merely & firet step in this direction, end is
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undertaken. primarily with the hope thet othere will join

to help scliieve the goal.

Thcugé the nature of the present study is largely
faet-Linding, for a fresh person like me in the field of
econoric research, the vastnens of the subject itselfzzzg
guite & challenglpg task to accowplish. But for the effective
guldance @ad active interest of my elder brother Ir, Bakul H.
Dholakis, 1t would have been only & dream for me to wrlte &
Thesis in time,and in the present forw. Like all events of
the past in my life, be bhues gtood by my slde infusing we with
Iresh enthusiasm while I was writing this Thesis. I have been
fsrtunaie'in getting hie invaluable help &t each stage of my
work - frow tue stege of dete collection to making some
congtructive comuwents on the first draft. It should be grete-
fully scknoviedged here that the {ifth Chapter of this Thesis
is largely an outcome of detniled discussions with bim,
although responsibility of eny probable errors in the Chapter
rests entirely with me. Vhen it’eomes to the acknowledgement,
I must frenkly admit that whatever I am today, is probably
only due to Bakul, and it has been py endesvour throughout
that he doves nuot have to be ashamed of this admission on my

parte.
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I am also themkful to Pref. V.i. Kotharl, under whose
s&pefvisién the present Thesis lg written. He has not only
shown keaﬂ>interest in my worik, but hes also made some
veluable sugpestions. I also gratefully recell the computa~
tional and geueral assistance provided by Mre. Sudbe B.

tholekis and Hiss irchans €. Dixit.

tiorecvver, & part of the present work is done under the
Junior Reseurch Fellowship programme of the University Grants
Commiscion (UBCJ). Especielly the contingency grant provided
by the U.C.C. has gone & long way in overcoming the in-
adequacies of ihe Library facilities at the UniQer&ity.
A word of thenks is due to the Central Szatisticel Crgeni-
sation and various Stete Statistical Buresus for msking
aveilable some of the published and unpubl ished data on

State incoume.

Finally, it givee me plessure to thank Nr. G.¥H.
Kachhia for efficienily handling the typing work of the

\
present Thesis.

2nd April, 1977 Raviadre H. DHOLAKIA.

Baroda.



