
Acknowledgements

This thesis is the end of my long journey in obtaining my PhD degree in 

Biochemistry. 1 have not traveled in a vacuum in this journey. There are many people who 

made this journey easier with words of encouragement and more intellectually satisfying by 

offering different ideas to expand mv theories and thoughts. 1 would like to express my 

gratitude to all those who gave me the possibility to complete this thesis. It is a pleasure to 

thank many people who made this thesis possible.

The process of writing a thesis is a long and complicated journey. From the day you 

choose your topic until the day you turn in the final version, you must fight many battles that 

block your path and attempt to keep you from reaching the final goal. But it you are lucky, 

there will always be someone there to catch you when you stumble and put you back on the 

right path.

First very special thanks to mv supervisor and mentor, Prof. Rasheedunnisa Begum, 

whose help, stimulating suggestions and encouragement helped me in all the time of research 

and for writing of this thesis. Thank you for bringing out the best in my writing and forcing 

me to push myself intellectually to mv limits. Her expertise in research improved my 

research skills and prepared me for future challenges.

1 thank Flead of the Department, Prof. Sarita Gupta for providing the infrastructure 

and other departmental facilities for my research purpose and thesis writing.

I thank all the faculty members of the department specially Dr. Jayashree Pohnerkar 

for their helpful suggestions and comments during my study. I am thankful to Prof. 

L.|.Parekh for providing computer facility which helped me in writing the thesis. 1 am 

grateful to the administrative staff in the department for helping me in many different ways. 

Mr. Pethe deserves special mention.

Special thanks to Prof. V. Nanjundiah for giving me an opportunity to leant about 

mv model system at HSc. Thanks to Dr. Ritwick Sawarkar for helping me in fluorescence 

studies. I would also extend mv gratitude to Dr. ( Parish Padh and Dr. Bhavesh Patel (PHRD 

center Ahmedabad), Dr. Sonal Baxi (GCR1 Ahmedabad), Dr. Shweta Saran ()NU New 

Delhi) and Dr. Rekha Rai (ACTREC Mumbai) who helped me to overcome a few hurdles 

that I faced during my Ph.D. 1 thank CS1R for providing me fellowship during this tenure.



Without the full support of my extensive social network, I do not believe I would 

have finished this journey as sanely or with the degree of confidence I currently feel. Thanks 

to my friends, family and colleagues, thank you for understanding why writing this thesis has 

been such a priority for the last six months and for not forgetting me as I spent long nights 

and weekends staring at my computer screen.

1 would also like to gratefully acknowledge the support of some very special 

individuals. They helped me immensely by giving me encouragement and friendship. They 

mirrored back my ideas so I heard them aloud, an important process for this writer to shape 

her thesis and future work. For this, special thanks to Hina, Priyanka, Aditi and Iqbal. They 

encouraged me and were with me at ever)' step. Thanks to Hina for continuously editing the 

thesis. To Aditi, thank you for your thoughtful advice during the writing process. I was lucky 

to have such good friends. A thank is due to my M.Sc classmates (specially, Abhishek, 

Mayank, Deepti, Sumita and Deepanjali).

I wish to thank my friends Niraj, Hemendra, Namita didi, Maulik, Keyur, Vikas, 

Divya, Prashant, Gopit, Jisha, Prakash, Chirayu, for helping me get through the difficult 

times, and for all the emotional support, camaraderie, entertainment, caring and numerous 

fruitful discussions they provided at DD tea time. Special thank to our lunch group, Vijay, 

Puma, Swapnali, Mrinal, Rishikesh for always making a cheerful environment. Thanks to 

Pradeep, Hiral, Mukta didi, Krishma, Anubha, Nidheesh, Tushar, Akhilesh, Muskaan, Radha, 

Prasant, Jitendra, Chanchal, Hemanta, Kavita, Vijay junior for helping at times.

I want to thank my all labmates for all their help specially Shajil for guiding in the 

starting phase. I can not forget the valuable contribution of all M.Sc. dissertation students 

who worked with me.

To my roommates (Priyanka, Mitu, Pallu), thank you for cheering me up every time I 

got discouraged, I am indebted to all hostelmates (Deeksha, Janki, Chinmay, Richa, Garima, 

Sweta, Shruti) and Reena George.

My sisters (Mita and Moomal), brothers (Shashank and Jai) were particularly 

supportive and were there with me at every step, picking me up when I faltered and 

supporting me ever}' step of the way. My both sisters deserve special thanks that are with 

me, always giving me special consideration and keeping me in high spirits.



Lastly, and most importantly, I wish to thank my entire extended family for 

providing a loving environment for me. I wish to thank my parents. They bore me, raised 

me, supported me, taught me, and loved me (I love them too). To them I dedicate this 

thesis. Last but not the least, a bow to the Almighty.

While this thesis has been one of the most challenging experiences of my life, but it 

has also been one of the most rewarding.


