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RIGHT: mLE, LEFT: FEMALE

The ancient MGre;eks believed that the position of the
fetus(in the womb) determined its ~sex. A right -side location |
meant male and a left one, female. The concept of right and maleness
and left and femaleness is to be found in various cultures. The i
Ingian Pa;unists, for one, look at a woma.n's left hand and a man's “
right. The mytholog.cal Ard.hanamsvara has the right-half of a man
and left-ha,lf of a woman. My‘bhs and myst:ics apart, seientists are
now discover.tng a definite right-left orientation in sexes,according

to an article in the New Seientist.

— e N kb s e

§

o Br.Ursula H:Lttwoch, Galton Laboratory, University College, .
London, and her colleagie. Dr.Dawdd Kizk, compared the development'
of the right and left gonads(sex gland) in normal human fetnses.w_;_v
They wel ghed the gonads and estimated éhe:!.r protein and INA contentis'.'
They founa the ‘right gonads were heavi er than the 1efb and contained
more nrpt}e“in and mA. Now, IIIA is present 1n fixed amount- in cells:
an_d_a“_greater_ ‘quantigy,ﬂtherefore, implies a larger nwn.‘:_)e;j of gq}:ls;.
Thi s would mean, more cell divistons mist have taken place in the |
right gonads. Generslly, the testes contaln more cells than the
ovariess This could imply that the right gonads have a greater
potential of developlng into testes. And the difference between

IR, o ATRT S T ZRE L

the two sides was more narked in the owaries than in the testes,
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- In normal human beings, when chromosomes detemine ~
the sex of the offspring, no 1ateralisation :Ls noticed. th in
hermaphrodités, the chromosomel mechanism usually bresks downs
As a result, the person may have one ovary:e_md” one testis or one
or,two ovotestes, In'hemaphroaites. Mittwoch found, the right
gonads tended to become testes whi:!.e'tne 1eft on?ez.xtwe}}ded to

become ovartes., (In normal individuals the chromosomal control

masgks this tendency.)

In another study (of f:.ngexprint rldges) it has been found tha

the right hand has more ridges than the left and, in general, L
men.'ﬂg“ fingers have more ridges than women' Ss The difference here
is attributed to chromosomes.

~ The Greeks thought that the side of the father or mother
influenced the sex.(in case of the fathér, it was ;hought the
right testis gave rise to males and the left to females. In the
mother, the position in the womb was believed to affect the sex.)
However, though these beliefs may not be true, the study suggests
that t;ne~ Hg}xbryo itself shows (a degree of lateralisation according

to 1ts sex.
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