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my utter helplessness about a quarter of a century ago,with-

out making me ashamed or wounding my venity? I refer to that

occasion when you gallantly volunteered to and did defend me

in a defamation case even though there existed no earthly

connection between us and + was a man of no means, no status,

no future. I refer to aﬁother occasion also, which happened

some 16 years ago, when, reduced to utter penury I had to

leave Ahmedabad for earning my bread and means of serving

Saraswati. A farewell party in those days, especially in

the Gujarat Varnacular Society's Hall was deemed an unique

honour. You, sir, presided over that meeting and spoke such

(}mg Soon theneotitn ;™ happrest amd. enyvjubl t dedt

.:gfxwords of appreciamionféihat made my faither's death, that took;;
Qﬁ&gﬂﬂﬂ‘blessings of that day which I have even silently borne

in my heart have helped me to find my happiness. Though

providence never intended me 1o be one possessed of wealth,

ease and féme,‘I have found ‘my joy in the intervals of being

entrusted with wealth and honour and occasions of danger,
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crisis, suffocation that soon follow to save me from

excultation. Is it not the material‘isation of the wishes

of him who gave me birth and him who blessed me on the moment

of my beginning a new 1life? And can you attribute it to mere

accident that a literary laurel passes through your hands

just when you happen to be the head of the literary class?

Yours therefore is the honour and satisfaction involved in

the event and :nine, the satisfaction of seejping your facé

beeming with satisfaction. My latest writings (since

"Hf«'l- TR are a series of aphorisms entitled as

'Footprints on the Path of Progress' ("ys({y Ui g (el waal
AqUAAL ALES L") appearing in the weeklj 'EPragati' and

my thoughts on the commerce - driven civilization headed

as "All this is Indebted to Commerce' ("ajy oy, ydqLy

oA LY L ) which I hope o be able to send you in printed

form in % or 4 days."S

e, A<l i eew wlRME: "y PuL s 1203,
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"My dear Second-Heart Vadilal, you seem to have made
a mistake in being born (!) in a community which cannot
appreciate your so valuable efforts; for it does not run
even with a common progress of Indian Societies under pro~
gressive British Rule. You are a 'Stead' of our Community -
Stead who made an era in Journalism. He sacrificed millions
for the sake of principles you do the same for an unapprecia-
ting community. I wish the Jain journalists will follow
your footsteps. I see in you, Mr. M.K.Gandhi who sacrificed
even his last hundred acres for Indians in Africa. But let
me tell you frankly not to treat ¥adilal so ruthlessly for
the sake of duty to the community; for he is to be regarded
equally (if not more) as others in it. Please wait and be well
and Create one who can take up the lLine you have so ably

chalked out.

Jain generation will be greatly benefited even by
studying your articles if collected and printed in the form
of a volume. You have portrayed exactly the state of commu-
nity (its Sadhus and Shrawics); not only this but you have
shown direction wherein the energy of the anchorites (sadhus)

and leaders should flow.
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Your following statement willbe portrayed in some redlly

conscientious anchorite or leader, until the mission is

fulfilled :
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Who can give such & lucid lesson to those who need not

now but will need it in a near future."34

—— ] o T o Soa M oS W (P . " T W o S T S Sona. A S S TN S e S o ey S S et W W S W

- - ~ S ~

3y Al (3,1, dutell WAL (ed "al, ML, sledl vdq4dEy”
- YT

A1 120, ALgM uedl ; "al, WL, wddidl AwR",

Y, o,



