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'Little done to end prostitution’
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, NOV 3

T
HERE are at least 27 commercial sex 
workers in Surat’s red light area, who 
entered the profession as children or 
minors. The lowest age being 11 years.

, This was highlighted by Dr Leena Mehta, 
a teacher at the Faculty of Social Work, M S 
University, Vadodara, while presenting a pa­
per on ‘Social Profile of Child Sex Workers 
in Gujarat’ as part of a two-day seminar on 
‘Child Sex Workers in Gujarat’, organised by 
the Centre for Social Studies.

She said the universal nature of prostitu­
tion and its wide magnitude made its preven­
tion difficult.

“Our social, economic, political and reli­
gious systems have accepted prostitution as 
an unavoidable evil and have chosen to in­
gore it. While opinions differ whether adult 
flesh trade be formally permitted, there are 
no two opinions when children are involved. 
The scope of the problem was gigantic, both

because children being vulnerable and de­
pendent were open to exploitation; also be­
cause no accurate information was available. 
Many a time an abused child is initiated into 
prostitution and continues to be in the pro­
fession even as an adult,” she observed.

Dr Mehta, who was part of a committee, 
set up by Gujarat Government to look into 
the issue of children of prostitutes and child 
prostitutes, admitted that precious little was 
done.

The committee was headed by additional 
chief secretary (Social Welfare).

Mehta conducted a study in her personal 
capacity and was able to prove that child 
prostitutes exist.

She grouped them as “street children in 
sex work”, “urban slums girls in sex work”, 
“minors as street walking sex workers”, and 
“child sex workers in rural community.” She 
listed marriage and job promises, entice­
ment, poverty, destitution and ill-treatment 
by family members among some of the 
causes.

The problem may assume greater magni­
tude in that the state is underequipped, both 
in terms of information and motivation to 
combat the problem.

In the absence of a timely action to pre­
vent children from entering into sex 
trade and rescue and rehabilitate the abused 
ones, the problem may compound, she 
pointed out.

Dr Satyakam Joshi of CSS felt “patriar­
chal social system, lack of political will, ex­
ploitation of third world’s natural resources 
by the developed countries,” as some of the 
structural factors responsible for sexual ex­
ploitation of children. It was a global phe­
nomenon and at places had become a major 
tourist attraction.

Earlier, Municipal Commissioner S Ja- 
gadeesan, while inaugurating the seminar 
said the government, non-government or­
ganisations, local authorities and the Press 
would have to join hands to tackle the prob­
lem. The strategy to combat the problem was 
not broad enough, he felt.
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Concerted effort needed to
check child abuse: Jagdeesan
The Times of India News Service 
SURAT: “NGOs, local authorities 
and the media must join hands 
and do all that is needed to pre­
vent child sex in the state,” said 
Surat municipal commissioner S 
Jagadeesan. He was speaking at a 
workshop organised by the Centre 
for Social Studies on ‘Child sex in 
Gujarat’ here on Monday.

Delivering his inaugural 
address Mr Jagadeesan said the 
problem of child abuse was more 
prevalent in Asian countries like 
India, Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh.”

He reiterated that “children 
were most neglected in our coun­
try and, hence, least attention was

1 irw

paid to their problems.”
He further said' that after 

Mumbai, incidence of AIDS and 
sexual abuse were quite high. 
According to him, studies and sur­
veys alone would not serve the 
purpose.

What was needed was a well- 
formulated programme to prevent 
the children from falling prey to 
this abuse.

The municipal chief lamented 
the absence of any organisation 
working for the' rehabilitation of 
the sex workers’ children in the 
city. He said the SMC would soon 
set-up a child-care-cum-rehabilita- 
tion centre for the children of sex 
workers as well as a school which 

/»/» »•* •*

would be located near their homes ■ 
so that they could easily attend 
classes. ' ' J.J

Earlier, convenor of the work- 
shop Dr Satyakam Joshi while 
speaking on the occasion said this i 
workshop sponsored by the 
UNICEF on child sex was an eye- . % 
opener for academicians and 
social scientists like him who were ” 
generally too caught up in other : «•' 
serious economic and- social 
issues.” " »

Research scholar and CSS 
director Prof Lancy Lobo wel- sf 
corned the delegates who had " 
come from all parts of the state , 
while Kuan Desai paid the vote of ’ 
thanks.
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of Surat,
•i4 • - .'Suing IQiuua ,w ,.,L

a harassed lot
By Gautam Mehta

AHMEDAB AD; As many as 2,000 
sex workers of Surat city are up in 
arms against the harrassment by the 
police and the huildeis’ lobby, and 
have knocked the, doors of the Gu­
jarat High Court "demanding the 
setting up of rehabilitation homes 
for thenrjand immediate action 
against die police. Th/s is for the 
first time in the state that this'tribe 
has launched a legal battle for pro­
tecting their rights and seeking jus-

A detailed petition has been filed 
in the High Court last week jointly 
hy 130 sex workers of Chawk Ba­
zar raising several issues concern­
ing the protection of their rights, 
violation of human rights by the 
police, persistent threats from the 
builders who were bent upon re- 
moving thpm from ChaWk Bazar 
Sex-.workers have, through-.their 
counsel Nimish Kapadia, raised 
some important issues in the. peti­
tion pertaining to the. Constitution 
of fridia and provisions of Immoral. 
Traffic (Prevention) Act. The peti­
tion will come up for hearing on 
March 26. - •

Sharda Ramesh Chaudhary who 
is heading the group of sex workers 
in their legal, battle and 'who was 
here said, “Under no circumstances 
we would give up our battle against 
the injustice meted out to us- by the 
so-called reformists in connivance 
with the police and builders”. - ' 

According to Sharda, sex work­
ers of Surat city are mere victims of 
the socio-economic framework of 
die society wherein it was very 
difficult to live without any sup­

port.
Now all the sex workers had 

come to -a ^common platform to 
gat for.tnei^rights. For the past so 

many year they had silently suf­
fered at the hands of vested inter­
ests. 1

But now they have come to 
. raise their heads against the inius- 
tice.

The petitioners submited that at 
present sex workers are depressed, 
deserted and victimised class of 
poor women, who have-' been in­
volved in this profession since the 
“habitation of the place called Su­
rat, continuing fjpm the Mughal

They do not have any financial ’ 
; support ^on account of unemploy­
ment, -liability to maintain aged 
parents and school- going children

Physically handicapped or inca* 
pable maltfmeinbers of their fami- 
lies. v:. - \

There being no other way out, 
sex workers'have been compelled 
to take up-the profession of prosti- 

. tenon for their survival and that of 
those who are dependent on them. 
The petitioners have claimed that 
their profession has now become a 
necessary social evil for a healthy 
society, what with proliferating TV 
channels, Western culture and por­
nographic material leading to an 
“arming rise in the sexual of­
fences.

Sex-workers have, while raising 
apoint that the price of property in 
Stoat city was sky-rocketing, al­
leged that the builders’ lobby with 
the help of some political leaders 
and underworld dons, was bent on

the police would threaten the 
women of dire consequences.

Repeated pleas to the higher 
authorities in the police department 
had failed to yield any result. The 
whole idea was to create an atmos­
phere of terror so that sex- workers 
would leave the area.

Interestingly, despite being har- 
rassed by the police not a single of­
fence under the provisions of Im­
moral Traffic Act had been regis­
tered against the petitioners in the 
city who were doing business in 
their individual capacity and not 
collectively.

Referring to the provisions of 
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 
the petitioners submitted that even 
in enacting this Act, the aim of the 
legislature was to inhibit or to
abolish commercialised vice __
namely the traffic ;n women and 
girls for the ourpo'.e of prostitution 
as organised means of living.

.feeing that sex workers be dis­
lodged from their dwellings — not 
the banning of prostitution as a pro­
fession —so that their properties 
worth aores could be grabbed for a 
meagre amount. '
- F°r substantiating their stand, 

sex-workers submitted that in order 
to terrorise them, anti-social ele­
ments were inthe field.

-In "the recent past murders'had 
been committed in this connection. 
A deadly.assault was made on one 
AMI Banarasi of this area. The so- 
called reformists and the builders 
had also sought the clendestine 
help of the police in harrassing and 
torturing sex Workers.

Sex workers have alleged that 
the harrassment of police in the j 
area was so extreme that nobody I 
from the family can come out of 
the house for even routines like 
purchasing necessities." * ;

The situation had led to starva- * 
tion. Not just this, sex workers are 
not permitted to open windows and 1 
doors and were compelled to "sit 
inside closed rooms round-tile 
clock. _ . ■-

And such harrassment has been 
going on for the past five months. 
Five SRP jawans, three constables 
and one lady constables had been
posted in the area, though.
, 11 was toher alleged that if any . 

them went out, she would be 
greeted with filthy language, 
abuses and threats by the police. At 
nights, the police would forcefully 
enter then homes and make undue 
demands from the family members 
of the sex- workers. If not satisfied,

t he object or me legislation was 
not to render prostitution as a 
criminal offence or punish a 
"woman merely because she prosti­
tuted herself for her sunival.

The aim of the Act was never to 
penalise an individual for prostitu­
tion.

The petitioners have prayed that 
the High Court, in excercise of its 
power under Article 226 of the 
Constitution, should also issue di­
rection to the state government for 
setting up rehabilitation homes for 
them and also direct that till they 
were not provided with adequate 
facilities, they should not be asked 
to vacate their residences.
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I Khairnar in ^ 
to rehabilitate; 
sex-workers
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, OCT 11

THORNIER Mumbai municipal 
1 deputy commissioner 
Govind Khairnar was on a sur­
prise visit to Surat on Friday.

He was on a mission to set 
free a couple of commercial sex 
workers willing to move out 
of red light area in Chakla 
Bazaar.

Two commercial sex workers 
from Nepal had confided to a 
Holland videographer, who was 
in Surat two months back to 
shoot a documentary commis­
sioned by the Netherland 
Government on the life of 
prostitutes in a red light area, 
and ways to escape from the pro­
fession.

The videographer was di­
rected to Khairnar by anon-gov­
ernment organisation from Cal­
cutta.

However, when Khairnar ac­

companied by the videographer 
visited Chakla Bazaar the, two sex 
workers were found missing.

His team checked eveiy room 
from where girls operate in 
Chakla Bazaar and so his mission 
remained unsuccessful.

Khairnar. has helped about ' 
450 such girls from Mumbai’s red 
light areas to lead a new life 

Accompanied by the local po­
lice he talked to many of the girls 
but could not convince them to 
give up the profession, <

He said despite offering them 
help they refused mainly fearing 
rejection by the society or an un­
certain future. (

He said it was possible to con­
vince them with more coun­
selling. :

He promised to returns to 
Surat again to finish his incom­
plete mission.

He later called on Surat Mu­
nicipal Commissioner S R Rao at 
the latter’s chamber.


