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‘Little done to end prostitution’

i EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, NOV 3

RE are at least 27 commercial sex
workers in Surat’s red light area, who
entered the profession as children or

minors. The lowest age being 11 years,

This was highlighted by Dr Leena Mehta,
a teacher at the Faculty of Social Work, M S
University, Vadodara, while presenting a pa-
per on *Social Profile of Child Sex Workers
in Gujarat’ as part of a two-day seminar on

*Child Sex Workers in Gujarat’, organised by
the Centre for Social Studies.

She said the universal nature of prostitu-
tion and its wide magnitude made its preven-
tion difficult.

“Our social, economic, political and reli-
gious systems have accepted prostitution as
an unavoidable evil and have chosen to in-
gore it. While opinions differ whether adult
flesh trade be formally permitted, there are
1o two opinions when children are involved.
The scope of the problem was gigantic, both

because children being vulnerable and de-
pendent were open to exploitation; also be-
cause no accurate information was available.
Many a time an abused child is initiated into
prostitution and continues to be in the pro-
fession even as an adult,” she observed.

Dr Mehta, who was part of a committee,
set up by Gujarat Government to look into
the issue of children of prostitutes and child
prostitutes, admitted that precxous little was
done.

The committee was headed by additional
chief secretary (Social Welfare).

Mehta conducted a study in her personal
capacity and was able to prove that child
prostitutesexist. -~

She grouped them as “street children in
sex work”, “urban slums girls in sex work”,
“minors as street walking sex workers”, and
“child sex workers in rural community.” She
listed marriage and job promises, entice-
ment, poverty, destitution and ill-treatment
by family members among some of the
causes.
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The problem may assugg greater magni-
tude in that the state is underequipped, both
in terms of information and motivation to
combat the problem.

In the absence of a timely actxon to pre-
ventchildren from  entering intosex
trade and rescue and rehabilitate the abused
ones, the problem  may compound, she
pointed out.

Dr Satyakam Joshi of CSS felt “pamar-
chal social system, lack of political will, ex-
ploitation of third world’s natural resources
by the developed countries,” as some of the
structural factors responsible for sexual ex-
ploitation of children. It was a global phe-
nomenon and at places had become a major
tourist attraction.

Earlier, Municipal Commissioner S Ja-
gadeesan, while inaugurating the seminar
said the government, non-government or-
ganisations, local authorities and the Press
would have to join hands to tackle the prob-
lem. The strategy to combat the problem was
not broad enough, he felt.

19)99.



Concerted effort needed to -
check child abuse: J agdeesan

The Times of India News Service
SURAT: “NGOs, local authorities
and the media must join hands
and do all that is needed to pre-
vent child sex in the state,” said
Surat municipal commissioner §
Jagadeesan. He was speaking at a
workshop organised by the Centre
for Social Studies on ‘Child sex in
Gujarat’ here on Monday.

Delivering his  inaugural
address Mr Jagadeesan said the
problem of chiid abuse was more
prevalent in Asian countries like
India,  S8ri Lanka and
Bangladesh.”

He reiterated that “children

paid to their problems”

He further said’ that after
Mumbai, incidence of AIDS and
sexual abuse were quite high.
According to him, studies and sur-
veys alone would not serve the
purpose.

What was needed was a well-
formulated programme to prevent
the children from falling prey to
this abuse.

The municipal chief lamented
the absence of any organisation
working for the rehabilitation of
the sex workers’ children in the
city. He said the SMC would scon
set-up a child-care-cum-rehabilita-

would be located near their homes -
so that they could easily attend )

classes.

Earlier, convenor of the work-
shop Dr Satyakam Joshi while
speaking on the occasion said this
workshop sponsored by the

UNICEF on child sex was an eye- |,

opener for academicians and
social scientists like him who were

generally too caught up in other :

serious economic and- socml
issues.”

Research scholar and CS§
director Prof Lancy Lobo wel-
comed the delegates who had
come from all parts of the state ,

were most neglected in our coun-  tion centre for the children of sex  while Kiran Desai paid the vote of
- try and, hence, least attention was  workers as well as a school which  thanks.
s £ nn . . w x i o7
7
N oeonlomen 3, 199 €

JAV.YA

-

!

1

o
-
B

!

-
o~



‘ -

—.m_o?: _m_m_.m B:z 'Y _w_o _z_um_.m

.

:(1BSh (oBINIR 1101PPk lojolio

(2h bb leth BNR)
Joicie "Bp Foe nib2s wrR
kel BKBJE) B3PE) PEI2RY
[p52P 2152k hAl: Ribe23
yernk &b ez pes
QeplE@p  PRAk - felinie
P Bl 1328 [Plcie 213

(¢lhie 1ah IlEpR> 2ipkb {2k .
RRI2 2Ik Biih oyeob)Rnd (obakf

B
PP bkl gk (pelbrE: vw.

AR P 2ipRER Lwp
P Mepep) Miel) (R
PRz IRPh jelielkip@ht
@rm.i,@ 2k FE Hp2R
R
a_smm {21k 15h 1ePRR @ ity

ﬁn:.m _m_.m_m__b_a mr.m.?_m

ShiR3IK lo[2RjhiojR ‘iR :ﬁ

[-IF2R [Ribhlie 2§ Shlck
[L2Rb RR Rjlejpip@hd
ek ek wkeR e

[51eR 21520 haiz § Pp Mw,

L3P R W2PRIP RAIRY @
VIRK [ 25pste 2152tk
BRR kelo LERJS] (B IFISRIONE

f 2l g R4 2P Em.: ~.~
.23 %m RIR% STk 1-R)5RI1R 4
‘@ s pubh
QIFER RAIZ MEF mPRbAY
W.ﬁx%méaw p2&  2ep
P2

TR
L (Rpwe b kpeRAR, ).

s

R [leaisin

e

B a&c_m?ﬁ,

Aﬂ. > R

‘o cE

IKte | o ».un..,n

wvm«ym

u fu

..,&

)
H

H

Hoy



AR

Al 22 n 2230 dsegaey Fer |

| ai\aqénwauﬁﬁuﬂﬂa_

| wdaua . dur sq¥ ga), w

| dollogy

erem—r
i

;o (e ion agef)

;;s g, duy seu Rous,,|
FOUUR (W1 Houyq |
HUG) ud Psome ey |
Hstt Gidszr Q) s12meals |
W $14] 4o, >

BRost Ay ysym o) 2aesan
WA Ty wg 3 qde;
esdl adgud Au, Ay, |
§AEIRY - dsaez  alud) |
Audt wdrdt yrawu e |
Rl yusta ag? aq)

e

udud AR Hrg) B,
ad oy Gy |
wduani yoey g 3 aoraui
g AXsle &&3}'"
UASEIY o420y oy oy
g Qtug l%a N4 Y, Pl
vt £ Yra-u alud sz
3 AWviter ISz ARani
A, iy wd
Wl 4 Aflii] s q8)
2D, 42 oucd adlousid st28l |.
¥ s w gymi ygdf) |,
mudg,
Aud) udet agy wngrey ;
AT Y vy ulgay
Rdas vl 3dustn «u

WReudl um Reuzedl 15 |
4 SRl wlda asllogll yg |-
Yausia Y odl. ‘w y3ey
nlsuy yay Ady |.
A wud  galw) oy |.
$HqUU 24, Moyudw, dac'|,

S Yeat vidin ez, |

$29 4 Asauu Wagru woud

Lho&

AU qadias w6, | -

1 sdan yuy wd ) ey

| dema gaui Wl iy |
fgd, -

| Galea

[ydenieydd o 635

AMudl W  datu |:
wdaai Al s 53 gl ||
3w aqmini sue Al ).
Yadlol 3 92 QResid ugauy |:
ol doad Qu al duidd |
tcsifds Al nge a3 2w
wrdl &2 v wiod) o o) A
ssdl wnd N, AT o)

b wlls Guda wid
qqy 538 windl NYA. e
AR 52l wd] slReui wud
¥, A2 w waye yaad
WA wha Gloy s
RN, udl wilds Gust aa
dal Wyls Gedar a3 seat|
g, ¥ udly ay Geug
21 Al Y1 59 as.

R 16 qldl adl Guedl

sl 3 ounsl w §uni

e e e

e Py Py e

@i duild san af & A4,
Adauder &l Anll @y |
ok RSN, W suyasld sia

. ourdle Wl Guur W
1coodl w3 st uny
Buni uwadul [ s |
adui Yyunni jwdﬁag}-ﬂ
vt 240 adlag vy 8. |
© WRYERY Adald2 A [Laly |
szt Rl sl 49 ) 3
W3s (Qd~a) siagt
dsa yhin 92 Jumdllzid
gwdu, oremdug, Yyl
2w usreu Ry
s | By wvm

e

s e—

UYL WA 22 wld), .
vig sl w Buni 56
wadi Qauu 1, -

A 24l 4§ Yuaal e

ol 43 udl,



By Gautam Metita
ABAD: As many as 2,000
sex workers of Surat city are up in
arms against the harrassment by the
police and the builders” lobby, and
have knocked the doors of the Gu-
jarat High ‘Court "demanding _the
setting up of rehabilitation homes
for them¥and- imme jate action
againSi the polide. This-is for.the
first time in the state that this tribe
has launched a legal battle for pro-
tecting their rights and seeking jus-
tice. S Y
A detailed pefition has been filed
in the High Court last week Jjointly
hy 130 sex workers of Chawk Ba-
zar raising several issues concerr-
ing the  protection of their rights,
violation of-humag ‘rights by the
police, persistent threats -from the
builders who ‘were bent upon re-
moving them from Chawk Bazar,
Sex -workers have, through - their
counsel Nimish Kapadia, : faised
some important issues in the, ‘peti-
tion pertaining to the, Constitution.
of India and provisions of Immoral.
Traffic (Prevention) Act. The peti-
tion will’ come up for hearing on’
March26. "~ ° NS
Sharda Ramesh Chaudhary who
is heading the group of sex workers
in their legal battle and who was
here said, “Under 16 circumstances
Wwe would give up our battle against
the injustice meted out to us by the
so-called reformists in conmivance
with the police and builders”, -
According to Shards, sex work-
ers of Surat city are mere victims of
the socio-economic framework of
' the society wherein it was very

.-raise their heads

* parents and school-

Sl
27

-Sex workers of Surat

_ahar

Now alt the sex workers had
come 1o a° common- platform to
fight for.their rights. For the past so
many year they had silently suf-
fered at’the hands of vested inter-
ests. [* -7 e

But now they have come to
again§t the injus-

. SN,

tice. - .“ ' =45

The petitioners submited that at
present sex workers are depressed,
deserted and victimised ¢lass of

poor women, who have: been in-

- volved in this profession since the

inhabitation of the place called Su-
T, continuing fyom the Mughal
era

ment, liability’ to maintain aged
going children
or pb){sically;handicapped or inca-
pable malé meémbérs of their fami-
ies. - S Lo

There being no other way out,
sex workers ‘have been compelled.
to take up-the profession of prosti-

~tation for their survival and that of

‘those who are dependent on them.

- The- petitioners have clajmed that

their profession has now become a
Becessary social evil for a healthy
saciety, what with proliferating TV
channels, Western culture and por-
nographic materjal leading to an

ing rise in the sexual of-
.. Sex-workers have, while raising
a point that the price of property in
Surat city was Sky-rocketing, al-

leged that the builders’ lobby with
Ty the help ‘of some political leaders
difficult to live without any su’p-‘_

and underworld dons, was bent on

as

e -

‘lodged from their dwellings — not

|
1 [

3

TSWRE e s e

sed lot |,

$ecing that sex workers be dis- ’

the banning of prostitution as a pro- |
fession —so that their properties
worth rores could be grabbed for a
meagre amount.  °
- For:is'ubstantiating their stand,
sex-workers submitted that in order :
10 terrorise them, anti-social ele-
ments were in the field. .

In the Fcent past murders” had
been committed in this connection,
A deadly-assault was made on one
Akil Banarasi of this area. The so-
called reformists and the builders
had also sought the clendestine i
help of the police in harrassing and |

. P - torturing sex workers, - .
They do not have any financial
:Support on account of unemploy-

Sex workers have alleged thatf
the harrassment of police in the
area was SO éxtreme that nobedy |
from the family can come out of
the house for even routines- like .
purchasing necessities. "~ - o
The situation had led to starva- |
tion. Not just this, sex workers are

" not permitted to open windows and '

doors and wete compelled 'to sit
inside ‘closed rooms round-the
clock. = . - T
And such harrassment has been
going on for the past five months.
Five SRP jawans, three constables :
and one fady constables had been }
posted in the area, though. . .

It was further alleged that if any .
them went out, she would be ,
greeted with filthy language,
abuses and threats by the police. At
nights, the police would forcefully
enter their homes and make undue
demands from the family members
of the sex- workers. If not satisfied,

[YR}

%

t'he object ot the !egls!ation was |
‘not to render prostitution as a
criminal offence or punish a
‘woman merely because.she prosti-

tuted herself for her surrival.
The aim of the Act was never to .
penalise an individual for prostitu-
, g ] ‘
’ tlo%’he petitioners have prayed that |
the High Court, in excercise of its
power under Article 226 of the
Constitution, should also issue di-
rection to the state government for
setting up rehabi.itation homes for
them and-also direct that till they
were not provided with adequate
facilities, they should not be asked
to vacate their residences.

the police would threaten the
" women of dire consequences.

Repeated pleas to the higher
authorities in the police department
had failed to yield any result. The
whole idea was to create an atmos-
phere of terror so that sex- workers
would leave the area.

Interestingly, despite being har-
rassed by the police not a single of-
fence under the provisions of Im-
moral Traffic Act had been regis-
tered against the petitioners in the
city who were doing business in
their individual capacity and not
collectively.

Referring to the provisions of
Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act,
the petitioners submitted that even
in enacting this Act, the aim of the
legislature was to mhibit or to

—.

q

. o d .
S amdoy med B

abolish commercialised vice — . 7 Wt
namely the vaffic in women and . Q3.3 At
girls for the purpo-e of prostitution ~ B

3s an organised means of living, .
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Khairnar in olty |

MC:G

to rehabmtate
sex-workers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, OCT 11

RMER Mumbaimunicipal

deputy commissioner
Govind Khainar was on a sur-
prise visit to Surat on Friday.

He was on a mission to set
free a couple of commercial sex
workers willing to moveout
of red light area in Chakla
Bazaar.

Two commercial sex workers
from Nepal had confided to a
Holland videographer, who was
in Surat two months back to
shoot a documentary commis-
sionedby the Netherland
Government  on the life of
prostitutes in a red light area,
and ways to escape from the pro-
fession.

The vndeographer was di-
rected to Khairnar by a non-gov-
ernment organisation from Cal-
cutta.

However, when Khaimnar ac-

M

companied by the videographer
visited Chakla Bazaar the two sex
workerswere found missing.

His team checked every room
from where girls operate in
Chakla Bazaar and so hus mission
remained unsuccessful.

Khairnar, has helped about -

450 such girls from Mumbdi's red
lightareastoleadanewlife -

Accompanied by the local po-
lice he talked to many of the girls
but could not convince them to
give up the profession.

He said despite offering them
help they refused mainly fearing
rejection by the society or an un-

* certain futare.

He said it was possible to con-
vince them with more caun-
selling.

He promised to returm: to
Surat aga to finish his incom-
plete mission.

He later called on Surat Mu-
nicipal Commissioner S R Raoat
the latter’s chamber.
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