CHAPTER = VI

AN _ASSESSMUNT OF SULTAN MAHMUD
SHAH'S REIGN & POLICIES

Wie have ne cléar information about the administra~-
tive system of Sultan Msbmidd and it is difficuls to form
a gatisfacbory picture of its However certain straj o=
forences, help us in having an idea of it.

It seems that the administrative system which was
~set by Sultan Abmed Shah for Gujarat, remeined as it was
during the reigns of his successors. 8ul§5n Mahmtd, the-
refore, was not an innovator bub as the same btime he
should be given ¢redit for administrative effiqiency.

The Persian historians inform us that the people
were happy and prosperous under his administration and
culprits were punished severely.

Sikendav states that the Sul tAn punished the highway
robbers severely and theft was 8o rare that the people

could keep their houses unlocked and sleep ab ecases

For
the comfortable Jjourney of the travellers of his state,
the Sultan, eonstructed inng and encouraged tree planbing

on both sides of road. The magnificant mosques and

1« M8 = Trans (F) pp.45-48.
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colleges were constructed %o sbtand witness to his reli-
glous zeal.,

Slkandar writes “If in any town or village, he
saw én empty shep or a house in ruins, he would ask the
reason, and if necessary would provide what amount was
needed for its restoration.” © 1In some cases whers the
peéaants had to fetch wabter from the distance and the
Sultan ordexred well to be dug’nearby¢ >

After the conquest of Junagadh, 1470, Sultan Mabmld
divided his empire in five "Thanas", appointing deputies
to each. IV seems that the reorganisation of “Thanas"
was politically and strategically beneficisl, \

These divisions besides the administrabive effici=
ency wore important for defence of Gujarat, both on land

_and gea coaste
Adminigbration of Justice -

Sultan Mehmud is praised by the Persien chroniclers
for justice and they mention several instances, whicﬂzgg
quoted. Baﬁé—u’d~d§n‘ an influential noblc in the court
of the Sultan killed an army officer. He escéped by

3. IDid ppe 45=48
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pursuading, two of his _sewénts, to plead guildy in his
plece, and thus they were sentenced to deathy When the
Sultan, afterwards came Yo know the real murderer he or-

derad him to be a:-s:etsl;vmteﬁ.,ilL

Another story is given by ﬁigﬁ‘ém«u’d«:ﬁin to show the
Sultan's love for justice. In the year A«ls 892/1486,
some merchents from Delhi, complained to him ab Champa-
ner, against the puler of Abu, who had robbed them of
their horses. The Sultan ordered the price of the horses,
%o be pald to the merchants. He held himself responsible
for this robbery which had baken place witbin Gu;’iarat.f’

Hovwever, no instance is given which might indicate
his treatment of the Hindus in suc'h situation. Hencé, it
' is dlfficult to form any idea of the Sultin's love for \
impartial justices The opinion of Bikandar "No othexr
Sultdn equslled Sultdn Mahmud in matter of justice even
before and after him“, csnnot be accepted as whole truth,
Jote has quobted certain adjectives to show the Sulban's
love for justice, from certain Sanskrit documents.

6
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That is the Sultdn was like an intoXicated

‘elephant in uprooting the tree of injusting
Sun for (removing) the darkness of injustice.
Ané lastly, justice alone being given in his

court,

Mrs Jote believes that the Samskrit documents are
the proof of the Sultan's love for justice. fThere is
not even a stray instance with which we msy compare 4
the adjectives uged for the Sulldn and the truth therein.

. The Mblitary Administration s

The army was the first object of atbentlon, for
on the efficiency of the gbldiers depended the power of
the Sultan« Sulﬁén ilahnid spent most ¢f the ysars of hisg
reign, 1ln the military expeditions. He waged wars against
the petty and formldable Rajputs and was victorious, ale
most in all of his millbary engesemenis. The Sultan must
‘have employed a large aruy fawithiaw

Only a few details are availudble, however, regard-

Pe JOote = OpuGibs ppe 472-473
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-ing the army administration. In stray references we are
given the spproximate strength of army employed by the
Sulten during his eXpeditions but this number is not reli-
able because this number is given very differeaﬁly at
different places, ‘

For instance, the Persian chroniclers state that
the Sultan sent the aray of 12,000 hormes to assist
Mizm Shik againet the Sultan of Mandu. Also it has been
that the Sultan carried with him a cavalry of 40,000
against the Ra' of Junagadh. Therefore it is difficulb
to £ind out the exact pumber of the army that Sultan
Mabmud ﬁad employed., ’

The Sultan used to order his nobles in charge of
various "Thanas® to sccompany him, with their force,; in
these expeditions. Iﬁ geens; bthersfore; that the army
wags divided in various divisions, placed under different
nobles, and the Sulten bad a unlt under his dipect control.

From the information available, it appears that the
Sultan's forces were of following categories, cavalry
infantary, elephanta~§nd navye These units were nob in-
dependent of each other, but functioned in co-operation.
For example, Malik Ayaz, who was in charge of nawy, acco-
mpanied the Sultan in his espedition tio Champaner as an
arny c?mmandsf, éimilériy in the army elephants slso w;;fa»
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included. The Suli':'a'n used the elephants to put dowm the
insurrection of nobles, in the beginning of his reign.

- For the navy, we have to :;‘el:} on the description of
certain campaisnse. The navy of the éuly'zi'n was not power=
ful t¢ act by itself, IT was not a xiavy‘ in the modern
sense of the Lerm. However, Sultan Mohmd empld,yeci Malik
Ayaz to protect the sea cocast of Gujorat. Rogular fleets
were statiomed at three different pax:té viz. Gambay,; Thana
and with Div as the headgquarters. The ¢lash with Portu-
guege at Chaul (1507) reveals that the pavy maintained by
the Sultan was ﬁximasily for the protectlon of trade and
commerce of Gujaratb 'at sea, The vessels were comparatively
emall in size and poorly equipped. Thereforey the Sultan
had to roly on the Bgyptian naval unit in driving out the
Portuguese from the coastal line éf Gujarat.

Use of weapons in Vap 1=

Daggers, spears, sWords, bow and arrows were nopw
mally used in fighting, "The Sultan was probably the first
Indian Prince whoe used guns in the naval 'battlg'iq"lt is
believed that in the naval battle at Chaul, thé Sultan
used guns only with the help of the Bgypbian flecb.

i

8¢ Majumdar A«K. Delhi Sultanate (Bhavan) pe 461,
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Rules for military perscnnel and spldiers te

The Sultan carad greatly for the interest of soldi-
ers. In case a noble exr a soldier was killed or died dur-
ing campaign, the "Jagir" wae given to his son and if the
ere was no son, balf of it was given bo his daughter and
"in case of no issue necessary provision was to be made for
the widow. GSome of the ncblgs were of the opinidén that the
rule should also be apial:}.ed only to deserving helrs of the
deceased persons. The Sul?'én’c‘iid not asccept this and said,
"The position will make him (the heir) worbthye * 2

Becondly, he discouraged borrowing of money at int-
erest by the soldiers. He ordered, "nonc of his soldliers
should ever borrow money at interest". A epecial officer
~ was appointed in treasury to make advances to the soldis
ers or;‘ agreement and to recover the amount subsequently. 'O
He considered money lending as against the law of Islams
He believed that "If Musalmans borrow money at imterest,
how shall they £ight#7' 1}

‘Several stories are also related o show the interest
taken by Sulydn Mahuld in the femilies of those who had
been kilied» About 1473, on his return journey after the

9v NS - Trans (F) ppa 4547
40s Ibid pp. 45-47
1. Ibid ppe 45-47



127

successful expeditions ‘aga,\in.s%t Junagadh, Dwarka and Shane-
kbodhar the Sulven halted for thwee days ab Sarkhbizm, to
visit the tomb of Shaikh Amad Khatbtu, and summoned %o
his camp the sons of the nobles and soldicrs, ﬁho bad been
k1lled in the campazign. . For three days the Sul?'éxz"s eyes
were filled with Years and his face marked with sorrow.
s courtiers remonstrated for exhibifing so mueh sadness,
when he had returned after such signal victoriess The
Sultan replied that a ruler must be utterly devoid of
hunenity if, after himself returned safe, he could nob

" spare three days o meeb tho widows and families of bhose
who perished and %o console and cemfors then, 2 Though
this story may pet literally true but thoe reputation so

. gained must heve had some basis in facts.

8imilarly, for his brillisnt success in Saurashtra
mg&mﬂz’d-cﬁn, the Q3zl of Ahmedebad, came out o congra~
tulate and welcome him back. The SultBn sadly saild to
him that if he had been at his home for these five years,
he would haVe saved the number of men. L

Religicus FPoliecy g~

Sultdn Mabudd like most of the medieval Muslim rulers
wds a staunch Pollower of Islam. He not only protected but

12. M3 ~ Trans (B) ppe 199-200
13+ Ibid ppe 199-200,
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also spread it in Gujarat: 5o great an attachmmt,hfso
religion might be due to his early life with ghﬁh‘i}am,
the Bukhapi Salyyid.

According to Sikandar, he was taught the lessons
of "defachment" by Shaikh &réawu’&din, g disciple of
Had.x'at-i-»Quigb*i:@ lam, The author of ¥a’athir-i-Mahmid
Shahi aleo depicts the Sultan as the true follower of
Islam. He used to do evefy day prayer and followed the
deérees of Isiam. The Sultan's love for Islam was 8o
great that the author of M athir-i-Mahufd Shahi goes o
the extent of comparing his court as "Gate way of Islam™
or "Dar~u’ s~Zalam." ¥ 2nd to the Sul t&a as "Hadrat-i-
ghil'é.fa#: 9@&213." or “the Probedtor of a religious statu®?

Attitude towards Hindus in Genezal & |
Zajputs in particular 3=

It is true that the Sultan fawured Islam bubt ab
the same time in certain cases, he followed a liberal
policy towards the Hindus. His rellglous attitude towsrds
Rajpub rulers was the result of political comsiderations
and therefore while evaluating the religious policy of
Sulq'eia' those two things should be clearly distinguished.

-k

U, UMS = (HikeBey Libs - Madina) - MSS = FPal. 68

15, Ibid~- The suthor has addrossed the Sultdn as above
everywhere in the booke.
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His dealings with the Rejput rulers of Junagadh,
Dwarka snd Champaner, 1s the proof bf,; his harshness.
This was not mainly or solely due to relizious fanatg-
cism. Politicel forces also played an importent role
in this. fThese Rajpub ruleps were powerful and they were
in positvion te put the Sultdn in trouble, Hence, it was
neceseary £or the Sulz:sé'n to aubjugate and therecby assure
his own safety and Turnish the task of consolidation be-
gun by shmad Shah. ' '

Wie may state timt the Hindus were not debarred from
enjoying the hizhest position in the state sewvvice. So
far possible lahmud ghﬁh ;:ewarde& the persans of ability
without any distinction of ¢lass, or c¢resd. Hence the
nobles of his court came from different origins. Rulers
or their sons, who subnltted, wore employed in the mili-
tary sexvices and ab athe:; positlons agcoxding to theix
abilities afbor their conversion to Islam. His wazir
was a Brahmin, Malik Gop:l., whoe acted as s intermediany,-
when the embassy sent by Affonso de Albuguergue, the
Portuguese vigeroy atb Gﬁa, arrived in Gujarat. 253-'-:!.«-
Riydn, was another Rajpubt noble, a trusted friend of
“Im3d~il-Mulk Bab3-ud~din and acted as a faithful friend
at the time of Ehudiwand Ehau's censpiracy in 1480.

Jaziy3h which was imposed by Abmad Shah in Gujarat,
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i

scems to have been ¢antinued during his reigne The Hi-
ndus were genevally z;ei; encouraged by the Sultan in 'the
matters connected with their religion. However, we do
not have any bistorical evidence to prove this but this
wa coul& Judge from the atiitude of Suitan towards the
Rajput rulera, ‘

"Glamé" had a great influence in adminishration.

_ Important decisionmswere taken after consulting them. The
teaching of the tenets of Islam was given an important
place, for a number of ‘u1ema ‘vere empleyed by the state.
Paten became 3 gpeat centre for the Islamic amﬁieé and
pumber of learned people visited it.

The SulbYan was a staunch Sunpl and be dicliked
@_hﬁf@hﬁ. When-he was on death Led, sn cnbassy from the
Safavi king of Pezsia came %o Gujarab. The Sulban ondw
ered ‘h:?.g atGendants not Lo briéxg then before hine Accox~
dingly, as stated by Slkandar, the ecmbassy waa kepb wai-
ting outside the ciby till the accession of Sultén Nuge
. affar Shdh, -

Thus, we may says bthat Sultie Hahmud's religlous
policy was essentlally intolerant; but at the sanme tima,
it was moderate and not opperessive like Aarangaib, the

tinghal emperor.
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Greatness of Sultan lshmid's reign =
. ¢ .

Sultan Mehmud ruled over Gujarat for £ifty four
years in uniterrupted glory and prosperity. He is per-?
" haps the greatest, as he is certainly the most popular

of the Sultans of Gujarat, and even at present time his
-namé appears in lecal traditions as a zealous Musalman
Eing,

The military achievements of Sultdn Mabmid, forced
the neighbouring princead te rsmain friefdly with Gujarat.
Also the prestige of the Sulg;a:iate was ralsed to such an
extent that Lodi Prince f£led in Gujarat after a rebelli-
on against Ibrahim Lodi.

The prestige of Gujarat was eauwally high in Persia
ané Bzypbe. The Safavi King Ismfil Shah, sent an embassy
to the court of Sultan Mahmud, as a token of friendship.
The Sultan of Hgypt had sent Aulr Hus@in to help the
Gujarat Sulten in driving out the Portuguese menace from
the Indien oceans The joint effort of both the Sultans
brought them success ab Chaul but unfortunately the alli-
ance betwesn them did not last long, as a result of which
rortuguese gradully became powerful in the seas

srchitecture 3=

The Indo-Saracemic architecture of Abmedabad, may
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be sq\ﬁd to have reached its golden age during the reign
The Sullin wee

of the Sultons/ Hemsedf a great pabron of archite-::wre.

The constructions at Saz'z_z;_hz..z during hie reign are the .

proof of beauby of the Abhmedabad architecture, Bai Harir's

fiep~well in the suburb of Asaywa and Huda Devi's shep~

well in the suburb of Adalaj in Ahmedabsd are also the

beautiful pieces of architecture of his ages

The coins of the reign -

"As in the history of the Sul?ana*t;e“ says Dr.Taylor,
“it is his figure that bulk largest, and round him mo,sé
of the glory gathers, =0 alzo in t® numismatic record
" of the dynasty, it is his coins that are of all the mosb
sbundant and distinctly the most beautiful".’® To Mahmua
alse belongs the honour of giving his name to the silver
coin that was in current use throughout the province dur-
ing his own end aubsequent reigns.

The Sultan's special interest in Ho:cticmlture and
Arbomculture it

The Sulton showed special interest in plantation
of shady trees and fruits of different kindsm. We are told
that sbundance of frult trees in Gujarat, such as the
Ehirni, the Jambul, the Gular, the Mahuda etc. is the

16. Gu«P+s Taylor "The coins of the Gujarat Sulbante
JBBRAS XXI (1900-03) D289,



result of Sultdn Mebmud's efforts. He encouraged the
plentation of fruit trees and shady trees by rewarding
the planters’ in proportion to the number of trees they
planted. We are furvher informed that Khudawand Khan
Malik“lf:lim, a noble, brought with hi& the seeds of
Kharbuzah (melon), saplings of the fig end .the solid
bamboo from Deccan. 17

Sultan Mahmud laid out gerdens like Baghwi~Fir-
daus. or "The garden of Paradise®, in the vicinity of
Abnedabad, beyond the village of Rajpur, near Wastral.
The Sultan here planted a large number of mango, khimmi
and myrabolam trees. The garden was in ruins by the midde
le of sighteenth century, 'noi;hing of it was lefb, exeept

a portion of the enclosure and the gate, 18 '

Close of the reign =

sfter the successiul intex;venﬁion in Khandesh,
Sultan iﬁahmﬁd rem@ed to Muhammadabad Champaner, leav-
ing his son Prince gha;'il Khin, who had accompanied him
to Khandesh, ot Baroda. In @hilhajd, 916 A+E./1510,
~ after a short stay, a‘é Champener, the Sulion went to
Paban passing *t;hroughﬁime&abad and sumnoned Maulina

17+ S = Prans (F) pps 87~88
18, Ibid pe 47. '
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Uoin-dd-din KezrBnl and T5j-0d=din Sayubi, the noted
theclogians there. He told them, "I have come this time
to take leave of ,you. for I know that &he measure of my
life is full; pr}y for me, "

After four days the Sultan left for Ahmedabad.
(n reaching Abmedebad, the Sult@n fell ill. fhis ille
ness continued for three monthé, when the Sulj:éﬁ called
Prince Bhalil Khan from Baroda. This was the last mee-
ting of the Suli‘;é‘;'a with his son and heir apperast. The
prince was allowed to go back to Baroda, when some imp-
rovement was found in bis condition. The improvement wés
short lived, for the illness grew more severe and the
Bultan died on November 23, 1511, before Prince ig_aalfl
Khan could retwn from Barodas V7

He was buried in Sarkhiz, opposite bthe tomb of
Shaikh Abmad Khattu, popularly known as GanJ Bakhsh.

(XXX AL

19+ W8 - Trans (P) pe 78



