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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF SULTAN MUZAFFAR SHAH

The Family of Sulten Mahmud i~
& Y P

éuljs&z Mshmud bad four sons, Wuhammad Eila was the
eldest end his mobther Reni Rupmanjari dled during the
lifetime of the Sulb@n. Abakhdn, the second son, was
glve poison, at Ghe ovders of the Sulyan, it is seld for
his misdeeds. Prince ihmad Khan was the third son, whom
Khudawand Khan had atbempted to place ox; the throne in
480, FHis eomplieity in the plot appears to have cost
hin the throne, since he was evenitmally superseded. Pro-
bably Prince Abmad died as a prisoner or was exescuted,
for after this congpiracy we d not hear asbout himf‘
Khalil Eh#n, the only remaining son, succceeded him with
the title of Mupaffar Shah Xl

Birth of Muzaffar Shah 1=
\ * —

" Khalil Khan (ia‘aez: Muzaffor Shah II) wss, the yon-
gest son of Sultdn Mehm@de His mother, Reni Hirabal, was
a daughter of Rena Naga (Nagli) a Rajput chlef of the
Mahi Khantha.”

1, B9 =~ Trans (F), pps 89-90,
2, Ibid, TA ~ Trans (De) III, pp. 292, 29%.



Ehalil Ehan was born after down on Wednesday Shabban
6y 880/December 6, 1475+ The word "Farrukh” meaning the
auspiciouns or happy gives this daté.a

We are further informed by the chreniclers that the
young prince lost his mother on the fourth or fifth day
after his birth, and so Sult@ Mahnld entTusted the inf~
ent to his estep mother, Hansbai, the dowager queen for
bringing up, who is ssid to have keenly desired it

Big education snd varied Ipterests i

¥e are nob informmed of the arrangement made for

the educaticn of the young prince by his father,

The author of HMugaffar Shahi gives an idea of the
interest of the young prince in differsnt branches of knows
ledges It is sald that he liked art, literature, and mu-

\ dlc. He waa an elfpert in caliigraph,y for he used to send
& copy of ngw'én,. writbten by his own hand at least once a
a year to Mecca. % 1t seens, he also spent much of his time |

5e US ~ Trans (F) pp«89»90 T4 ~ Trans (De)IIIl p.292-293.
4y MS « Trans (F) ppé 89-90 TA - Prang (De) ITIL, pp«292-
29% Many stories are related about Mugaffor Shah's
childuood. For example; the Frince had no taste for
wine, Once it was glven as a medicine to him and he

vompitted the same., g

5. Nadvi, Muzaffar Shahi (Guj) (Introduction)
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. in learning traditiéns and othexr aseciences. He took up
carpentary as s hobby and prepared fine pleces, Hé vas

also skilled in arms.

Thig is what we are told abouv the qualities of
“the young prince though euologies lavished on the quali-
ties of the young prince seem rather too good to be trues

Aggqintments s

Ehalil ghan's political carcer began at the age of
eleven, when in 1484, he was entrusted with Junagadh by
Sultan ¥ahmud, which was formerly held by the Sultan hime
selfs The reason for this appolntment seems to be that
tﬁe Sultan, was busy in constructing his new capital at
Champaner and so he sppointed the Prince to Junagadh.

The apgeintmént of the Prince, zg early as 1484,
in Sorath is significant. By this time, Sultan Mabmid
ha& lost &8ll of his elder sons, and therefore, it was ne=-
. cessary for him to btrain his youngest sen in state craft.
Secondly, it was necessary to appoint a trusted }ieutenw
anb there, because this province was newly conguered and
needed consolidation and so for the efficient and able
administration of Saurasshtra, a strong hold over Juna-
gadh was necessaly. Hence the Sultan preferred his you-
ng son %o hold this chance and gain his first experience
in what was to be his futbure life.

A
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The Persian chroniclers are silent asbout the length
of ggaiil gpéh's sbay in Saurashtra. We mext hear of him
in 917/1507 then he wes holding Baroda and was thirty Ghres
years old, the father of three sons, viz. Sikanﬂaf Kh&n,

Lagif Ahsn and Bahadur Rhan.

We are told by the historians that during Khalil
Khan's stay abt Bawoda, his father received no complaints
regarding his rales .

The author of Ma' athir-i-ahnl& Shahi writes, "Sul=
40 Mebald loved his son for his refined mamners, bravery
and administrative capacity. He summoned the noble and
the vassals of the Sultanate in the Durbar, where Abu-
Hasir Sulfan duzeffur Shdh was conferred upon the Prince
and he was honoured with the sowrd and Khilaf, Those
present recognised the title and also Khalil Khin's clain
to succeed Sultan Mahmid Shah. fThis ceremeny took place
in 912/1506." ©

His refined manners, steady character and love for
the company of scholars, helped him in gaining the affec-
tion of the Sultan. It was in Baroda that he lived and

subsequently ascended the throne there,

6o MMS ~ (Haks Bey, &ib. Madine), MSS - Fol. 54«59,



Ascends the throng :-

A5 noted above, Sul tan ma?mﬁd died afbey Sunset on
Remadin 2,917/November 22,1511, He was buried in Sarkhis
below the tomd of Shaikh Abmad Ehatta Ganj Bakhsh.

Immediately on the day following Khalil Khdn was pro=-
claimed Sulten with the title of Luzeffar Shah II. He was
then in his thirby seventh year. !

After his accession, he conferred titles and jagirs
on his father's nobles and on h;s own fav&urite* oness His
favourite nobles like Rashidwulhﬂulk, Ehush Jadam and Bup-
han~dl-ulk were given the titles of Khudawand Khan, Mulhe
alis Ehan and Mangur Khdn respectivelys The other nobles
Malik Guiub, Malik tinbarak and Malik Sheh were rewarded
with the titles of Azd—ul«ﬁulk, Iftlhar Khan and %nbariz«
ul~Mulk. Hdbar;z-ﬁlu Mulk was arpalnte& as wagir in plaw

ce of Malik Baha~ud»ain 1khniyar~ulwﬁulk¢ This post had
been held by Malik BahB-3a-din during the last years of

Sultan Ma@mﬁd's reign.8

7« Sikanday writes thﬁt he ascended throne at the age
of t%enty sevén, which is wrong according to the year
of his births He was born in AJH. 880/14%75 and accor=-
dingly he ascended the throne at the age of thirty

~ seven lunar 3ears - M5 = Trans (F) pp.8§j91¢

8, US - Trans (1‘) I« 89«-91a
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w >
- Persion Misslon in Gujarat ¢=— .

The control of Gujarat over sirategic centres like
Div and also Iwarka ond Shankhodhar had affected Persia.
These places dominated the sea approaches to Persia and
influenced entry into that kingdom, and thereby could Jo=
opardise iﬁs trade and ¢cmmerces

Further the advent of the Portuguese was posing a
new danger to the two kingdoms., To negotiate on these
natters of comnon interest, the ?ersiaﬂ”rular Shah Ismﬁfl
Qiféé Bafavi sent a mlssloa to the court of Sultan MahmGd.

The persien mission, led by ¥adgdr Beg Qazalbash,
resched Gujarat in 91?/1511.9 According to gééi Dabir
the total number of men in the mission, including the
aervénts, were five hundred ?G but Sikendar says, that iy
consisted of forty men. Probably the officials in the
nission numbered forty'While the rest were retainers and
the like,. L

At this time Sultan #ahmlid Sheh was on his death

Qs S = Trans (P) ppe 92=93.
10+ Ab Arabic histomﬁ of Gujaraﬁ P I, ed, ﬁoss'p. o8
11« M8 - Trans (F) pps 92-93.
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, ‘bed and they had to walt for a long time oubside Ahmedaw
bad. 2 after the aceession of Mugaffar Shah, Malik
- 9
Sharq HomlG-ul~Mulk and Qu§b~ﬁi~ﬁnlk were oprdered to

escort the Pergiarn mission with ﬁueThoueurs'tc the ¢ourt.

w
The E?ssion brought with it, as presents a turquo=
ise cup of great value, a chest full of Jewels and thirty

Iranian horses and presented them to the Sultan,

Sultan Muzeffar, together with the misslon left
Ahmedabzd end halbed at Bgroda, on his way to Champaners

The Prince of Malwa in_Gujarat i-

At Barcda, the Sulfan also received Muhaumad bin
Hgﬁirmuﬁedin Ehalfi who had escaped from Mslwa and had
sought his helps He was promisgd to help at the end of

vainy season. #Meapwhile he was asked to stay.

Conflict with:?rincd% men ond envoy's spite i-

One day for scme regsons perams belonging to the
entourage of the two missions, the Prince's men and the

envoy's suite came invo conflict.

12. Nigam~dd-din writes that ot this bime Malmid was
breathing his last. When bhe Sultam was informed
about their arrival he dld not wish to meet them
because they were ggiﬁha efs TA ~ Trans (De) 111 p.280.
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The Persian chropiclers differ about the real cause
. of this conflicte According to Siksndar, the Prince of
Malwa had o diamond and the Persian envoy wanted to pur~
chase it. The Prince was not willing to part with it and
this led to ill-feelings vetween then. 4

Fizan-ud~din states tiat the Prince of Malwa and
the Persisn misslon were accommodated in the adjacent
quarters in the cepital and the servants of both the pare

ties for reasons unknown had qnarelled.%

HEjI Dabir writes that Muhammad S5hib Ehan once
enbered the rfasi_dez;ce,' of Persian mission and the envoy had
passed a remark on the Prince's handsomeness, @hib Khan
at bhis was annoyed and atbacked the envoy Wiﬁh hisg sworda.
Later the Muslim population of Champaner on hesring of
this incident rushed to the help of the Malwa Prince, '”
This appears to have been due to the faet that the Prince

ey o
was a Sunni while the Persizns were S‘m_hi(féhs.

15« ¥S = Trans (F) ppe 92«94, ‘also cf« TF (Text)
v, 1I. e HQOG . .

4. T4 - Trans (De) III ppe 203294
15, Ross Denison K., An Arabi¢ history of Gujarat P - I,
pe 98.
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From the above aﬁconnt it is clear that the Persian
envoy and his men were 5hi¢hs end hence the Sunnis wore
against them. This may accouwnt for the popular feeling
agalinat them., Moreover, it is possible thst the Persian
eavoy had made some vulgar gestures éné this annoyed |
S Bhib Kbdn, The diamond story mey also be baken into

account for illefeelings betwcen then,

Portuguese account for the Persian gmbasgy i-

The accounts of the Persian chroniclers about the
porsian embassy is supplemented by Portuguese account
¢f Albuquerque in "Commentaries®, ﬁheré the ambassador's
visit is menticned in connection with the activities of
Albuguergue in the Indien oaeau during the year 1513.
Therefore, we may presume that the Perslan envoy who ary-
ived in Gujarat dwering the lasby dgys of the reign of Sule
tan wagmﬁd made a faﬁiy prolonged stay of about two years
for it is npot very likely that a fresh embassy had been
sent by the Persisn ruler to the court of Mugaffer Shah
IT. 16

¥ Shah 13m4§1 from pPersia sent two ambasaadors to
the kings of Cambay and of Bijapur, both of them being
equipped with a hundred saddle horses, vy riehly fure
nished vents for their lodgings and services of &ilver

16 Ccmmiﬁsariat M«3S. History af Gujara& I, px 286,



144

plate for their tables. The inséiuctians that they cary=
ied wére to the offect thut these Indien rulers should be
agsked to accept Ism%@iia ¢ap and causes the special book
of prayer which he used to be read in the mosgque," 17

Albuguerqgue, in his "Cemszmtaries;' has mantloned
the presaice of the Prince of Handu in the capital of
 Gujarat snd then what followed, be given in the words of
"Commentaries .

Fd

"The Ambassador fekl inte conversstion with this
young man when he was ab couwrt snd frequently invited him
to an evexning bangquet, snd it chanced that one night when
they wefa alone after the banguet was over, the ambassador
1ad Bold of bim and trveated him Tudsly (for these IsuRili-
tes are more glven to this if vepert be true, then any
obther Hooprs in those parts of India). The young man bew
gan to ery oub, and immediabtely all his people ran to
help their master. The ambassador when he percelved the
uproar, vushed the young man oub, snd barricaded himgell
in some house. When the news of all this reached the king
of Cembay, he sent all his guards and pud down the rloting,
but not before seven%y or elghty people on one side gr
other had lost their livesa« The son of the Mandw, ashaw
wed of what had teken place, went sway to the Rajputs

17+ Copmentaries - IV, pps. 83~&4.
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(Bajs Butos), who border on his realms, and they offered
him assistenco against the rebel brother." 1©

Departure of the embasgy i~

The Sultsn was armogyed at the occurance in his cap~
ital and ordered the Pevsian envwy to leave giving him %o
understend that his mission had failed. Among the presents
that were given to envoy for the Persian king, were two
elephants, a genda or rhinocerés and other articles in
return for tre gifts which ke had broughb. u

point of gsalling for Horvmuz, and on his mequest, the offiw
cers at Surat, got him aholher one elsc in which they pub

the ;ie§haﬁts, the rhinoceros and the daggase. The Portu~

guese ascount staebes that the officers ab Surat purposeoly

put a faulty mast inte the ship, with the result that it

broke after proceeding a litile ddastance from Surab, thus

maling 1t reburn to Surat. The envey on resching his

couwntry was displeased at Gthis news.

R R X

18, Comnentaries IV, pps+ 8384,



