CHAPTER =~ VITX

3

RELATIONS OF GUJARAT WITH MALWA.

Ihe war of succession in Malwa i~

¥e have already referrved to the arvival of the Prim
nce of lalwe in Gujarab. Here, since i% led o a conflict
between the two kingdcﬁs, it may be given in debail.
SulfBn Nagi r-ud-din Khalji, the ruler of Malwa died in
1510, Zleaving behind three sons viz. Shihdb-dde-din Muh-
ammad $hah or Sahib Khdn and Mahmad %ﬁib&b—u&*&iﬁ{ the
eldest son of the Sul§§n'revolted against his father dure
ing his relgb and had left for Delhi. A strugegle between
the brothers for the throne of Handu followed the Sultan's
death. Ha@dﬁd ggalji; the younger, suceeded in it. Howe
ever, he was overthrown by Mubanmed Shah with the help of
Rhwajah Jahdn Tawf ghil, a noble and HMubammed Sh3h or Sﬁ%ﬁb
Ehan was enbhroneds Hahmid sought the help of Medini
Rai, | the porerful Rajput chisf of Chanderi. Medini Rai
‘attacked Mandu, seized it =znd declared Mahmud as the Sule
tan of Mandu Huhaumad $heh £led and took refuge in the
court of Sultan NMuzaffar Shah.

4. A1l the Persian chroniclers and Shri Ojha write
iedini Ral wheroces géﬁie&hnﬁahir writes Raichand

, c
as the name and Hedini Rel as the title ¢f. Ross
Deppison &, An Arabic history of Gujarat P=I, p«103.
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Sulj.:'ﬁn Mugaffér Shah sent Qaisar ghan, a :iable, tow-
wards Lohad o prepare for the canpaign, bubt the ghivitude
and behaviour of Mukammad Shah and Lhe esbassy épleode,
togebher with his sudden departure led Lo the abjndonment

ol the canbemplated anpaign.a

Hedini Rai's ambitious vplan 3=

after the cnthronement of Mahmud Sheh as the Sulban
of M¥alwa, Nedini Ral g;radaa;iy eoncentrated powey in his
handss RMedini Rei, eccording to Pergian chroniclors, supp~
resged the duslim nobles of Mama an@ appolnted i:l;a Rajputs
Yo the key posts of the kingdom. (his made the Sulian a
figure head while real power passed into Medidl Rei's
hands.” Mehm@id $hah though sllowed o live royally and
treated with all ¢ourtesy, thus became virtually a priso-
ner iﬁ Bajrputb hands‘i | ‘

The nobles of Malwe sought Lbe bely of the Sulian

of Gujerat *

It is further stated that the npobles of Malwa souw
ght the help of Sikandar Iodi of Delhl amd hugaffar Shah

2, Y8 « Trans (F) ppes 02-9i,
Be KS = Trans {(F), pp. 94905
4, ZIbid
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against the increasing power of Rajputs in malwa.s In
1515, Habil Khan, Chdnd Shaikh and other nobles  cane

from Malwa with complaints bo Yugaf far gi_aiéh,ﬁ These no=-
bles éxﬁa also said to have complained against Medipi Rai
to Sultdn Mabmid Khalyl. /

' Hedini Rai, on the other band, did not trust the
Sultan and whenever he went to see the Sﬁl‘?‘én he took
five hundred body gusrds with himself: Pandit Ojha coun-
siders this measure of Medini Rai, as necessary and states
that in midst of such =n opposition it was polivically

sound. 8

Bult@n Muzeffar after hearing the complaints agai- -
nst Medini*$ Raiydetermined fo free the Sulidn of Malwa
£rom Rajput control.

5. Ojha G.H. History of Udaipur State (Hindl texb) p«353

(=¥ Aacprding to the reralan chroniclers the nobles
complained to Muzaffar Shih against the religlous
peraccution of Medini Rai in Malwa, TR -« Trans - (Us)
wriisgs Shaikh galldd instead of (;pénd Khan ppe 297=299.

7¢ DA =~ Trang (De) ppe 297=299, HS - Trana (F) pp.92~954
&+ Ojha G.H. History of Udaipur state {Hindi Text)
D353,
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After waking neceasary éx*mngamgnts,. and leaving his
son Sikander Khan as his deputy, Muzaffar Shih left Atm-
edabad for Godhra via. Champaner, The nobles from various
pleces were summoned, with their contingents; Ho join him
in the proposed sxpedition. Aamrdingly,.‘ Ein-b:l«rﬁulk, the
ths governor of Patan, left to join the Sult@n, thus allo-
wing Bhin Ray, the Rajput king of Idar, to lay waste the
country as far as east of Sabaymati. Thls incident caused
gome delay in the march Ho Malwas

Then, army advanced to the boundary of Walwa. Qiwane
él-zmlk moved towards Dhar, and after returning from there
desfribed the beauty of "Deer Park® ? to the Sultane« At
thia the Sulton deslred to visit the "Deer Park™ and em~
canped near Dhar.

NAgam-ul-Mulk, a depuby of Idar, with some soldi drs
went bowards Na'lcha and while on his way back, a band of
Furabiya Rajpubs abbtacked himﬂa At this early reverses,
Sulifén HMuzaffar gave up the proposed march anei ié‘tzuma,& to
Champamer. |

 ‘Bultén Mugaffar suddenly retreated from Dhar ta
Chempeper and the historians do not account for it. From

9. "Deer Fark" was famous for its beauty and constructed
by Sulten mga{;p.d@.«am of Malwa.
10, TF - (Text) -IV, II , ps 407,
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the description of the march, it appeaws that the Sultfn
was assisted by a welhequippe@ army and Sikandar Khan,

his son, was in clavge of the administration of Gujarets
Thus there was ne apparant reason vhich made the Sultan

to retreat from Ehaz.;q

The Peralan chmﬁielers write that the Snltan decis
de& to return to Gham;:aner after Mzam-ul«-mulk‘s roverse
at the hands of Purabiya Rajputa. It is likely, that this
incident might have led him Lo believe that his prepara=-
tions were not adequate, for the attack on the Rajputs.

He also, migm; bave considered the possibility of joint
Rajput front against himself made of Medini Rail and Rana
Sanga of Chitor. _

Secondly, in 1515, Ea,ja Bhim Singh of Idar died and
his deabth was followsd by a succession dispute between
Bharmal the son of labte ruler and Raimsl the cousin of
Bharmal, Raimal, being the sca=in-law of Hona Senga, was
favoured by the latber, and was placed on the thromne of
Idar. This was sufficlient to alarm Muzoffer Shah, for the
dominance {‘j. Rana Sanga in Idar, led to an spprehension
of Rajput invasion of Gujarat. To meel This danger, it
was necesaary for the Bultan to consolidate his defences.
Later incidenis indicate this fear regurding Rana Sanga
on the part of the Sultan. Henee this could glsgo have
led to a retreat from Dhar to Champaners
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Dwo years had poss ¥ without Mugaffar g_hah's ‘%akin@
any further steps in Malwa. HNabmud Shah in the meanwhile
becare Htired of the dominatieﬁ of the man, who bad raised
him to the throne and he declded to escapes. One day he ;
proceeded far from Mandu, acd at night Goeok the way to
Gujarat .'M

o arrival at Dohad, he was received by Quifar Khan,
the "Tha::@;ar“ of Dohsd, with due honours and the Sultan
was informed about the same at Champaner. Muzsffar Shah
proceeded towards Dohad 4o meet the Sultan of Malwa.

Muzaffar Shah, now, possibly thought it proper to
declave war on Medini Ral. Together wi \h' the Sultan, he
marehed tq wards Dhar, lcaving behind his son Sikandar
g_h%\:g, as his depuby in Gujaret, and the remaining two
sons Babadur Ehdk and Latif Khdn sccompanied the Sulfan

to Malwa,

On the receipt of the ném of +he advance of the
army of Gujarat towards Mandu, Medini Rai leaving the
defence of the fort in charge of his on Rai rithoza and.
other Rajputs, left to seek the help of Hana Sanga.

11, M8 - Trans (F) ppe 97=99
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The Gujarat army reached Mandu and besieged the
fe'?ct. Keanwhile, the ﬁajpuma in the foxrt requested Bui-» \
tan muzaffar Shah to asllow them a month's time, to evacuate
’ahe fort and hand it over. The Sultan allowed this probably
becauge the Ra;]puts had in thedxr posseagion the harem of
Sult3n Mahmid. 12

Niuam-ud.-»clin wri tﬂﬁ that Ral pithora had received
a let;ter from Medini Ra:i, to rebain fort for one month bew
cause by that time he expectad to :ceach Mandu with Rana
Sangae. Therefore, to swait Hedini Rai's return with yé«»
inforcement Ral pivhora asked the Sultan for this time.?

After some time it was reported to the Sultan that
Medini Rai had himself gone to seek the help of Rana
i‘aangy:a.% Realising the plan Qﬁ‘ the Rajpﬁta, Mugaffar
Shah ordered Qaisar Khan and Khudiwand Khén, two of his

12 ﬁizéwu’d-—ﬁiﬁ writes that Muzaffar Shah sent many
presents to the Sultan of Malwa %o make hinm oheerful,
bk HMahriid was unhappy, bec.ause his whole harem was

in possession of #edini Ra:&.. - T4 « Trans (De) III,
pLe301=305,

15¢ T4 -~ Trans (De) II1I, Pe 303s
e Thid Pe 304
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generals, to abtack the«ferv.‘a dil EKhan Faruqul, the
Sult@n o £ Khendesh, by this time had also joined the
army, in Mandu.

The Sultan sent. Qiﬁam~u1~ﬁulk against the Rajputs
and“d 41 Kbon wes instructed to keep wateh on Medini Ral
and Rana Sanga. &a@mud‘ggaljz présged the agbtiack from
Shahpur Gate, Qaisar Khén from bthe Delhi Gate and Malik-
us~Sharq Ind’d-dl-Hulk £rom the Sari Gabes

On Safar 2,924/February 23, 1516 Manda wag carried
by assault, affer the rites of Jaubar héd.been performed
insidé the fort. The Gujarat army occupi€ j the fort and
the Rajputs were killed in large numbers Among were, He=
dini Rai's son and other leadars.qﬁr Af'ter this victory,
the Sultan ordered the customary tower of skulls to be
buils, 10

Rana Sanga, and dedini Rel, while at Ujjain, recei-
ved the news of the defeat of tie Rajputs, ledini Rai was
deeply hurt but Rana Senga consoled him and both rebres—
ted to Chitor where the Rana appointed him to Chanderi.

15. Fosa Ee Dennisonu An Arabic hlatorw'of Gujaraty Pelie
pe R ‘105. NBd‘Vi*Mﬂﬁ&ffﬁI’ Shahi, T 29

16+ Nadvi s Muzaffar Shahi, pe 29«



~ Wbile Rana Sanga and Medini Bai were rebtreating
towards Chitor, A gil Khan of Rhandesh, sent earlier sg-
againét them, requested leave to attamck the Rajputs. The
Sultan satisfied with the victoxy ab Mandu, refused pér-
mission end Tail KhBn retur ned with his force.

Buzaffar §§5h invitﬂ@g o = grond entertainment i

The fort of Mandu was handed over Yo MabmUd Khaljil.
A fow days later be imvited Mugaffar $hah to a sumptuous
banqnet in”his‘hancur in the fort. Firishtah states that
Sultin dugaffar Shah was treabted with utmost respect by
the ruler of Malwa. Sult@n Habmud requested the Gujarab .
Sultan to take his deat om the throne and bimself stood
before him. The yoyal dignitaries who sccompanied the
sul§én in the camp%§§§h-aiso attended this funetion. 7

Sikandar has given a long description of entertuipe-
ments which followed. The palace was illuminabed and
decozated with precious things. 8 ﬁig§m~dﬁ*ﬁ§h, glves
shorter description of khése aalebratians'whichttoqulaee_
after $ho victory of Mendus ' A

Firightah describes the ovent as follows "After the

. !
feast was over, btyo thousand beautiful women of his seraglie

9. TR (Text) IV, IL p. 410.
18, 13 - Trans (F) ppa 100-1204



gaily dressed and adorned snd carrying plates of gems
and @;elden omaments, were presented before the royal
guest, and thelr master declared that, they and all ke
had, were at Sultan Muzaffar Shah's disposals The Sulw
tan Of Gujarab thapked him snd expressed the desire to

bo allowed Lo retire.” 19 u Lw B Mu'e-“-"’\“"" él"""“/
on B

It seems that since Mahrifid ShBh,)so he arranged
this enbertainment to do him hopours The description
given by the rersian chroniclers seems $o be eXaggerated.
The long description glven by them, and this indifferonce
t¢ beautiful women was probably meant %o indicate the
strength of Mugzaffar Shah's character and also his plety,
Therefore, we may hardly btake this description as litepraw
1ly correct though it may be subsbantially trues

After visiting the pripcipal bulldings of Mandu,
Sulten Museffer left Mendu for Gujavat, Sulfan Malmia
accompanied him as far as Deolah on the border of Mandu.
Asaf Ehin was ordered by Muzaffar §__héii;z %o assisb Sultan
Mahmid .

Tinal attempt of Rajruts to recover Mandy i-

The year follewing i 925/1519, Suliin Mahmtd

7 ' - r
19+ TF (Text) IV, II p.410, csf;r:eats {(Brigea)
IV 1pe 84«87. ‘ |



decided to invade the jagir of Medini Ral 4saf Khan, an
envoy of Gujarat at the court of Mandu advised him agaiow
st it but Mabmid Shah did not listen.™

in 925/1519<20, Sulin Mahmad Shéh marched ageinst
the holder of Gaughroan gq{inlxata, District) whose name
is given as Hemkaran or Bhimkaran. In the battle, which
followed the Rajputs were defeabed.

On hearing this, Rana Sanga, marched towards Malwa.
Mehmiid Shih also moved to meet the invader, A severe ba- -
ttle took place betwsen the two near Géﬁghroan. In this
engagement Asaf kj_h@ son was together with his follow=

ers from Gujarat snd a number of Malwa nobles was killed,

Sultan Mahnld was wounded and he fell into the han-
ds of the Rajputs. Rana Sanga took him e his capltal
and gave him the care and abttention he needed and treated
him with due distinction $1ll bhe recovered. Them he sent

20, Ojha holds the view that Mahniid Shih was advised nob
to invade the terriber,jr of Medini Rzl whereas the
persian chroniclers are silent ebout this GFF. Ojha
GaHeyHistory of Udasipur State (Hindi TexbH) pp.3S4=355.

21. The Persian ¢hroniclers mentioned bhis place az Kako=
ran or Karwans
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Vghmid Shah back to Mandu with one thousand Rajputs and.
restored him to bis throne, keepinz back one of his sons

as hosvages

All writers praise the chivalrous conduct of R%:}u
puts’ chief+ Sikandar, however,.remarks that this gener=
ous actidn was dictated by the feég,th@ Rajput leader
felt on account of the Muslim states around Malwae This
romark betrays both the ignorance of the author regar- .
ding the Rajpubs, as alse his prejudice. Had Hana Sang |
been so afraid, he would hardly have imprisoned Sultan
MeheGd or carried him o Chitor. Thus, his policy was
mainly o eatablish Rajput ascendancy in Malwa but not to
do away with its ruler. Therefore, he was chivalrous
with his "guest" and restored him to the throne -~ an act
of gallantry not unmixed with pelitical motives.

The Persian writers, it will be noted, emphaslze
the religious aspect of these evenis but minimise the
vole of other forces, namely the political and strategic

considerations.

Religion was undoubtedly, a facbor in ﬁheéevtrans~
act:ﬁﬁs.“ﬂeligioua affinity—bmgughﬁ'the two 3u1§§hs of
Gujarat and Malwas together against the Rgjputs. But this
was not the only factor. Since the time, the two king-
doms, the Sultanate of Gujarat and the Bultanate of Malwa



had come into being, changes in the one had reactions in

the other. And therefore, the Sultan of Gujarat could nob
efford to remain indifferent to the changed situabion in

HMalwa - religlous preferences notwithstanding.

Besides, bthe emergence of Rana Sanga as the powshe
ful leader, who had wnited the whole of Rajasthan posed
a sexdous threal beth $o Gujarat and Halwas: Therefors,
the extension of Rajput influence in Malwa alermed Huza-
£far Bhah and he moveéi_f;o counteract the danger. In 1515
Rgna Sanga had established hie nominec on the throne of
idar, Thas it was necessaryy Lor tﬂugaffaz.; Shah, the most
powerful puler, o safe-~guard the intereat of the two

Sulbans in this region.

 The sense of danger which Muzaffar Shah felt is
indicated by the arrangements he made to defend his kinge
dom before marching to Halwa and by number of soldiers,
iegular and irregalar who marched with him ;25

Thus, it was not purely a religlous c§nflict: as the
chroniclers make it oubt to be nor can Eajput sction be |
called as "an sction against Islem.® In ite essen;e it
was u political conflict blough religloh was an important

factor.

A

25, Nadvi - Hugaffar ShBhl ppe 15«16,



After the recovery of Malws annexation was sugge
ested Yo Bultan Muzaffar by his nobles, The Sultin ture
ned down this as "an setion against Islam,"

It was not due to the religlous affinity that "bhe
Sultan refused to annex Malwas The pnliticél chanpges
that were ;bakinfe; place in Rajmsthan also prevenbed the
annexation 'c»f Malwa., Since Malwa was surrounded by Raj-
put feudatories and Rana Sanga had brought them under his
leadership, it was difficult for Muzaffar Shah to control
this hilly aveas £rom the plains of Gujarats Therefore
‘éhe opinion of the Persian writers is misleading snd can~

not be accepbed as the whole trubh.

sesRbas e



