CHAPTER = IX
RELATIONS WITH THE RAJDUTS

Relations with the Rajput State of Idar -

The overlordship of %he Bultan of Gujarat was chall-
enged by three powerful principallties viz. d unagadh, Che
ampaner and Idar, Since bhe reign of Abmad Shah the Sule
tan of Gujarat had unsuecessfully -attacked them. Sﬁl?&u
Mahmud's design against Junagadh and Champaper snd his
other engagements had left bim little time to intexfere
with the affairs of Idar, vwhich demanded notice in the
beginning of Sultin Muzaffar's reign. '

On the eve of his march to Malwa Sultan Muzaffar
had summoned the nebles holding "Thenas" in Gujavet, to
agsemble at Godhra. Aeenrﬁngly‘iin-&l«%ulk Faul3zai, the
Govemor of Patan was on his way to Godhrs but in the
meanwhile he received news tlat Rao  himsing (1509+1515)
son of Bh@:, the Raja of Idar, had raided the territory
cagt of Sabarmati. 1 Therefore, he had to retum bto Faw-
tan. In the battle near Modassy the Gujarat force was
defeated by the Rajputs. A@ddb:;lu!ﬂulk, 3 noble was kile
led with two hundred seldiers. "Kin-t;l-ukmlk thus was for-

¢ed to retire bo ratan.

1s TA - Trans (Be) III, pp. 295-296.
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To avenge the defeat, Muzaffar Shah marched from
Godhra and encamped at Modasa« Un bheaving this, Rao Bhim~
singh, leaving behind a band of Rgjput soldiers for the
defence of Idar, retived into the hills of Vijaynagar. =
Arriving on the outskirts of Idar on the fourth dzy, the
Bultan gave orders for the sack of city, destroying the
templess places and other buildings.§ Rao Bhim Singh
being pressed by the $u1§§n, seught intercession of Malik

4

Gopi,”* a Brabmin ad one of the principal ministers of

the Sultdn.

Rao Bhimseingh was pardoned ab the inbercession of
Malik Gopi. It also seems likely that Sultan Mugaffar
Shih preferred peace at this time, because of his pre-

occupations in Malwa.

According to the terms agreed upon Hao Bhim Singh
ha ¢ to pay a heavy indemmity with suitable presents to

2. 1IF (Text) IV, II pe 406 States Vijayanagar (Visal

‘ ﬁagaf) T4 - Trans (De) III ppe 205297, States
kills of Visalnagar, ‘

3. MB - Trans (F), Lpe 9596 « PA ‘Prans (De) III,
pps 295-297+

4e TP (Text) IV, IIZ p. 406. writes Halik Gopal.
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the Sultgé'n.5 ~ The Sultan is reported, to have given all
the presents and the indemmiby ﬁa‘ Xixz-éi*-%ﬁulk, %;he governm
or of Patan, bto yeorgenise his force. After this, the
Sultan proceeded to his capital snd then marched towards
Godhra on his way to Haluwne If‘br the next two years iL.e.
ti11 the deabth of Rac Bhim Singh in 1515, the relations

of Gujarat with Ldar remained guiebe

Mugaffar Shah dntervenes bhe succession problem of Idari=

Rao Bhimsingh, who concluded peace with HMuszaffar
Shah, was not a legitimate ruler of Idar. He had come on
the throne after the death of hie brother Suryamal, who.
ruled Idar' for eighteen months after the death af: his br-
other Raps Bhan. Suryamal's son Haimel, was in minority
at the time of his father's death. Though Raimsl was the
declared king of Idar, Rao Bhimsingh, his wcle, took the
- advantage of Reimal's young age snd declared himselfl
king by dethroning the young Kaja Ralmal,

5. Ibid -writes twenty lacs o £ t;amg'_é were to be paid as
indemnity to the Sultan p. 407. '

G+ Gelis Ojha = History of Rajasthan (Hindi Yext) III,
Pel, ps 75 uses the form Bharmsl, which bas been used
here in preference to Bibarimal CHI ~ III, pas 318.



After Bac Bhimsingh's desth Eaimal, the claimant
on the throne of Idar, appealed Rana Sanga for help in
recovering the lost thrme Rana Sanga giﬁe his daughter
to him ond assured him of the help.

Rapna Sanga's force installed Raimal on the throne
of Idar and Bharmal was expelled from Idar. Bharmal then
appealed Sultan Muzaffar for help.7 |

Sulﬁan Muzaffar, resented the interference of
Sange in Idar, since he considered it as dependent statbe
of Gujarat. OTherefore he ordered NizAmeul-Mul:, the de-
puty at Ahmednagar (Himatnager), vo expel Roimal and
restore Bharmal to {thrones Thus indirectly, Gujsrat snd
Hewar were drawn inte a position which was cerﬁaia to

lead %o an open Eonflicts

Rigam~5l-ﬁulk, the son of the last Raval of Chame
paner, having been brought up by as a Muslim in the
court of Mahmid Begada, wes a notable general, with a
high reputation for bravery, Muzaffar Shal, also arrived
in Idar from Ahmedabad asnd ordered Nizameule~mulk to march
against Raimal.

H

Impediately after the arrival of the Sultin, Raimal
was expelled £rom Idaxhnd forced to take refuse in the

7‘ TF had (?) IV’ II; p# 4970
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hills of Blijenagur, from where he continﬁed to abttack ro-
yal army. Bharmal at this time was restored to the throne
of Idar. The Rajputs atbacked NigBn-ul-Bulk snd in the

fight between the two, the Sultan's army was defeabed wiw

the great losé‘ &

After installing Bharual on the threone, Muzaffar

Shah bad left Idar for Ahmedsbad dnd now he recalled Nigz~
Bo~ul-Hulk at Abmedsbad and rebuked him for vielabing his
instruetiona.g. Raimal, after this success, continued his
raids in tpe terwitoﬁy of Idar making the area unsettled.
To check this Zablr-ul-Mulk was ordered to march against
the Raépuﬁs, but he was killed with some of his secldiers.
Wi§§m~§1~Mulk wags ill at this time., On being informed of
‘these reverses, the Sultan sent Nusarab-ul-ulk, with in-
structions to atbaek and éeVaﬁtate the terxitar&, which
he deseribed as "the reseptacle of renegadoes” and *the
asylui of xebels." 10 Raimal,fby thigs time had increased

8. TP (Text) IV, II, ps 408 Ta (Trens. (DE) III pp.300-
301, writes both the parties lost hesvily in this fight.
9. TA = Traps (De) III, pps 300301 TPS (Text) IV, II,
pe 408, ‘ | |
10+ T4 = Trans (De) IIIL, ppe 300-301,TPas - Trans (B)
v, p§Q B2+83.. |



his area of operatlom as far as Patan. On hearing of
’ .
the mareh of Nusarat-ul=Mulk, he retired into the hills.

rﬂubﬁrj_,znu’l»mulk and the invasion of R@gi Sanga tw

After his success in Malwa, Sulban Mugaf;‘;ar directed
his enexrgies towards Idar., In 1520, he set out for Idar
and appointed mgém-»&l-e-ﬁulk with the title of Mnbari.zazzia
Mulk,ﬂ in place of Kugaraﬁ-—&l-—ﬁ&ulk, as head c£~ the Guje

arat force.

41. There is a confusion about this name in Persian
chroniclers, TA = Trans (De) III, writes Mubarize-
u’l—iﬁulk, pPpe307 MS ~ Trans (F), saye that -ﬁig&ém-v
ul-mulk was conferred the title of MubArigzedl-
mulk{ Poe 108-109¢ The author of Avabic history
of szjamt » has considered ?énb'éri%tfbﬁulk 'ad the
son of Nizm-dl-tulk. This cannot be believed
because tiere is pot enough difference in the time
betv een the death of Raval Jaysingh (Pata:.) and
the Ahmadnagar wars, to allow his grand son %o

" become a general .+ Moreover Mahmud Begega brought
him up from the infancy and afterwords, he was
enbitled Nizgim-ul-Mulk, Hence it is clear that
%?ubax*izw’l-%ulk was not the son of I%‘:.zam-uulnﬂiulk
but be wadgnbilled as such.
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The Sul@éh at the same time waaldealiné‘with the
., Bolis, always a troubléaame element for the Sulgénsq They
Aﬂware usually loyal or professed loyaity to Rana Sanga.
So Malik Sarang was appointed deputy of Abmedabad, to
check their activities in the vieinity of that town and

allowing the Sulban te ceﬁcentraﬁe on Idar.

mubﬁri?~§i~gulk, ruled Idar with difficulty. Accor-
ding to the Rajput tradition a wandering minstrel canme
to his court and extolled the generosity and martial pro-
wess of Hana Sangas Incensed ab the remarks, mubﬁri?~ﬁl~
Mullk spoke disparangingly .of the Rana. Besides, to show
his contempb, be ordered a mongrel dog to e named "Rana
Banga" and kept it chained at the gates of Idar city. 12
Fhushed with his success in Malwa Rana Banga was ready to
avenge this insulty 2 and informed of it he immediately

12+« Ojha G.H. History of Udalpur State (Hindi Text)
Pa 349 '

1%3. At this time Rana Sanga was at the zenibth of his
gawerdfor'he secured supremacy ever bthe princes of
Merwar and Amber and Rac's of Gwaglior, Ajmer, Sikri
ﬁaisim, Kalpi, Chanéa;i, Bundi, Gangraom, Rampura
and Abu were his felldatories, Tod say) that eighty
thouéané.harses, seven Rajas of the highest rank,
nine Race agnd one hundrod and four chieftains bearw
ing the title of Rawal and Rawat with five hundreéd
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attacked Idar and ravaged the country. He, thenm withdraw
into Mewar to prepare for a large scale eXpedifiion, Soon
aftery he advanced against Gujarat at the head of ‘the
army of 40,000 Rajputse The Rajas of Banswara gnd Dungar-
pur also joined him in this exXpeditions

The version given im the “Jodhpur Khayat", % that
Rana Sanga asked for the help from Rao Ganga, appesrs un~
reliable for neither did the Hana asks any help from Rao
Ganga nor did the Rao jein the Rann's expedition. The
author states that in the battle of ahma&nagar](ﬁima;na~
gar), the Sultan was defeated and the Rana éas v&ctorig;.
Sulyﬁn mugaffar according to the informatlon was net per-
sonally 1n§olved in the war; which was fought with Muba~

)
rig-ul-Hullk.

The joint Rajput army of Mewar and Bagwara came
v - , ——
as far as Sirehl, Hubarizeal-Mulk, appealed to the Sultan

13. (Contd.) way elephants followed him to the f£ield of
[-
Khenwah Cf, Annfls and Antiquities odﬁaéasﬁhan -~ ed
ﬁrcﬁké, I# Ble 3#8"’349.

14. The “Jodhpur Khayat" states that Rap Ganga, also
Joined Rana Sanga inthis eipedition. It is stated
that Sangs sent the RBaja of Banswara to Rao Ganga
for securing his alliance sgainat the Sulban of
Gujarat. After six mouths Rao Ganga joined the



for reinforcements to meet the Rajput invaders. It is ree
ported that this message sent to the Sultsn was not deli-

vered to him in time by his nobles, begsuse a gection of
the nobles ab the Gujarat court were jealous of Mubarize
ul=iiulk, who had become an important ﬁ@hlﬁi-ﬁﬁ

mub§r1g~51~MulkAance agaln despatched the same re=-
quested to the Sulﬁ%n at Champaner. H&xe’too, the nobles,
when they were consulted by the Sulyan on sending the
reinforcement, told the Sultan that the Rajpute were no

. match to the army of Gujarat. 16

14+ (Contds) Rana Cf+ Ojha G.H. History of Jodhpur
State, Vols. 1 (Eind@) Ppe 278=275,

15» The Persisn chroniclers speak of the jealousy of
HMuslinm nobles towards Muﬁﬁrig¢di~ﬁu;k. The yeason |
for thelr envy was his rise and partially his Rajw=

" put origin. Bayley, Gujarat, p. 2664

T4 - Trans (De) III, when Mubariz requested the’
Sulten for help, the nobles convinced the Sultan
that Mubariz should heve not used the word dog for
the Rana, obherwise he should not be afraid of the
Bana (p1:+308) Shri Ojha accopts the views of the
Hirat. Here the Persian chponiclers agrees with the
Jealous attitude of the nobles with Mubariz. The
above eited inciéent and that followed clearly
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Mub5r1g~31~Mulk, thinking it futile to waiﬁ.for the
help from the Sultan, decided to move to the fort of Ahme
adnagar (fimatnagar) on the Hathmati river, leaving vew
hind a2 few soldlers to protect Idar.

The Rana arrived in Idar and here some of the gar-
asias, joined with him. BHang Sangs, then attacked the
entrepched Gujarat noble at Ahmadnsagers In the battle
that followed near the walls of Abmadnagar, &any Gujaratb
goldiers ;ﬁd some of the nobles lost their lives. 7
Mubﬁrig-diamélk recelved injuries but ho mansged (o est=

ape by the back door. Here, the same wandering minstrel

15+ (Conbd.} indicate the rivalry of the nobdbles of diffe
erent origine. Hence Lesides the other éhin@s‘thﬁ Jjew=
alousy of nobles was an iﬁ@@ttgﬁt factor in this

event «

16.<gg - Prang (F). The nobles suppressed this reguest
purposely and misguided the Sultbtan for all the time.
pp.908=109. Bayley writes that the nobles said the
Sultan that MubSrizenl=Mulk was in the hebit of sen=
‘ding such.information) Gujarat, pps 266=267.

17. M5 , Trans (F) pp.108-109 TF. Trans (Briggs) VI,
Pre8B=~B9 -~ TA - Trans (De) III, 308~309.
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is said o have come and é:buamd.%ubﬁrig.£1~Mulk, for

coverdness .

Malik S8rapg, the deputy of Ahmedabad, sent a deba-
chaent for the help of'ﬁubérig*éiaﬁulk. the army reach=
ed as far as tiodasa an&vhére it received the neus of the
defeat of ﬁub§r1g~£l~ﬁu1k' Henee, it went btowards Rupal
neay Kadi, to bring back*ﬁub§r$g~£l~%ulk ana others who

had taken refuge there after bheir defeata.

The Rajputs afber their victory in Ahmadnagar (Hi-
maénagar) sacked the eity and carried away a number of
its lphabitaunts as priseﬁers. The Bena, theﬁ procecded
- further and captured Vadnagar, but the inhabitante being
nostly Brahbming, that town was spaved. From here the Rgje
puﬁs‘adwancea toverds Visnagar and defested the “"Thanedar"
Malik Hatim. In this fight Melik Uibtim was killed and
Rajputs plundered the town.

The Rana was now within the sizty miles of Ahmeda-
béd. Some of the followers advised Rana Banga to march on
the capitale. He did not agree with them and cecided to

return o Hewar.

This was Rapa Sanga's short but most successful
expedition to Gujarat. It marks an important landmark in
the higbory of Muslim Gujerat in this period. It challenged
the Sulban in bis own land. It i.:zs. alsgo significant that -
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after Mahmtd Begada, the Rajput not only found it possible

to make this atbempt but were successful to a remarkable
extent '

According to tkaﬂyersian chroniclers, the defeat of
muﬁérigwél~Mu1k was due to the mutual Jealousies among the
k Guﬁarat nobles. Here, they fail to notice that the Rana
by this time was supreme in Hajusthan and had an idea of
reviving former Rajput glagies by conquering Delhi, With
this object in mind, he gradually broke the power of pOw~
erful rivals who could come in his waye. OGujarab being
one of them, had to bear the brunt of his atback.

It his alseo ﬁo'be noted ﬁhat the character and quaw-
1lity of mobles during the reign of Huzalfar Shah was not
the same as in the former reign. Musaffexr Sh3h, though
endowped with personal sbilities, had failed to control
di%?nsﬁions among his nobles, even when the prestige of
the Sultanate was at stake. Thus, the incident clearly
indicates that the Sult@n was guided by the advice of
uis nobles snd everwidepning rift among the nobles ulbi-
mately affected the military foundation of the Sultanate.

To avenge this defeat and to regain his prestige,

SultEn Mugaffar, the following year collected a large
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aray and enuamped at Ahmeaabad. fialik Ayaz, tha deputy in

charge of Div, wsg ordered to come here with hia force.
It seems that the Bulban had not yet taken any deecision

gbout entrusting the charge of the army and when Malik-
Ayaz assured him of humbling the pride of Rama, the Sule
tan appointed bim s the head of the army.’® The other
nobles viz. T3jkhBn, Nigan-ul-#ulk end Malik SGrang also
joined the p:dpQSeﬁ‘eXpeditian.qg The Sultan onthis oce-
asion gllowed one year pay to be paid o the soldiérs in

‘adnance frox the re&al treasury'aa

In Mubrrem, 927/December, 1520, the royal army rea-
ched the drea known as Wagad by way of Modasa and Samalaji
Dungarpur, the capital of Vegad was sacked by Malik Ayas,
because ite ruler had helped Rana Sanga in the exXpedition

21 The army then mawehad towards Banswars.

o Gujarat.
Hers they had to fight with a band of Rajput soldlers and

thep advanced towards ﬁahésonewaa The far# of Mandsore was

18+ T4 = Prans (B‘E) II1Xy pe 512 U5 - Trans (F) @pgq"{)‘“‘q"

19. Bikandar States that Halik Ayaz had the army of
1,00,000 cavalry and 400 war elephants. Halik Sarang
had the army of 20,000 cavelry and 20 Var elephants
CE - W5 - Trans (}:) Dp. 110=111.
20+ Ibid
21. Ibid T4 - Trans (De} III pe 313

22. 5 =~ Trans (¥) pp«110«111. Lhe suthor hos eXaggerated

!
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built by SultBn Hoshang Shah Ghori but at this time it
was in the possession of Rara Senga and Ashokmal, a Rajput

wac in charge of it.=0

Malik Ay3z laid seige to Mendsore while Rama Sanga
alsc moved in the same direction, and encamped near Madisi,
ten miles away from the ianvested élace@ AC this time Mabe
ata %galjﬁ'the Sul?ﬁn of Kalwa, slso Joined the Gujaratb
army.ag In a few days Malik Barang completed the trenches
right up tc the walls of the fort. But ab this time, us
the rersian chropiclers inform us, the dissensions and
lack of co-operabion between Malik Ay8s and his lieubanants
came to a head, Melik Ayaz feared thab Malik Sarang might
gain the credit for vietory sed so he ordercd Malik S3reng
back te the comp. This caused general dissatisfaction o
the army with the result that some of the nobles discboyed
the orders of Malik Ayaz, 25

o :
vhile the c¢mpalgn was in progress, the Rajputs ree

paired the bLreach and consequeatly the attack failed. Rana

20. (Contds.) the account of this march and differs with

Kigap-ud=din. TA = Trans (Do) 111 p.313.

2%, Ojha Gudi. Higbory of Udalpur State (Hindi Text) p.iob.
24he PA ~ Trans (De) p. 31S.
25, T8 = Trans (Briges) IV, pe 93 = i3 - Trans (F)

DD e ﬁ104ﬁ14, Rosg 3 Arabie history of Gujarat I,

pe 107, 113-115. ’

*
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Sange at this sent envoys to ialik Ayaz for peace Malik
Ayaz, geein@ that be could not gain the co~operation of
the officers, seized this opportusity. Halik S&rang st
vongly opposed this termination of the cam§%ign, and per-
suaded Makmud II of Malwa and The other nobles in bthe
camp to Join him in an attack on the fort. HMalik Ayaz on
‘being informed of this design, let the Halwa Sultan unde
erstand that the supreme command had been entrusted to
him by the Baltan and he alone was resgowszble for con-
ducting the cﬁmpalgn and ordered the rﬁtreat. On return
to the uapabal, ultan.muzaffar, received Malik Ayas
coldly, diamzsaen him to Borabth end expresseu his intene

‘tion of marching in person ag ainat &ana Sanga . 26

The descripticn of the above event, glven by the
Fersian chroniclers, is incampléte ord confusing, because
the authors have failed to explain the attitudes of Rana
Sanga and Malik Ay&z, during the sblge of Mundsore.

Reagong for Rona Sanga's agbtitude -

¥rom the Ferslen accounts of the Rana's activities,

26, TF -~ Tpans (B) 1V, pp.95=35, Rosg ~ An dpablc
history of Gujarat pp. 113vﬁ1§. M8 « Trans (¥F)
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it apypears that the Rana had three objects in view, viz.
to strengbhen bimself by collecting reinforcements, o
win over =28 Many enemnies a5 ropsible, and Yo take full
advanbage of the illfeeling that preveiled among the Guj—
arat nobles. Here time was an eéssentlal facbor for gaining

of these objects.

The real motive of Rana Sangae for opening negotia-
ticns with Halik AySz may be sathered from the remavks
asae oy Firishish namely that “connecued with the overtu-~

res bhere were certain condlbions which were extravag&gt".g7

The Persign hisborian further informs us that the
Rana sent agents to Malik Ayds offering to pay tribubes
to Muzaflsr 3hdh, 1f bhe would raise the splge and promi-
sped that he would nobt advance within twenty miles of
tuslin camps, vut his “prayers were unbesded’. Ultimately,
owing to the fear on the part of Mallk Ayds "lest of his
lieutanantse should gain the credit for vicbory, he ma&@
peace with vhe Huna, on bls (the Hana's) vproalsing %o
pay tribute, to place a son at Mu?affar's court as a hos=-
tage, o wait in person on the 3u1§§n, and to be obedient

to his orders.”

27. 9F = PTrans (B) IV pe 91893 =~ IF - Teut IV, IL.
PD 343515,
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e Ojha does not believe in the Tersian histories.
He does not think that Rana 5anga goncluded peace with
Malik Ayaz or sent his son se hostage in the court of
Sultan Mugaffar Shah, but is of the opinion that the joint
arny of Gujarat retreated.owing‘to its fe.r of Hana Sanga.
He charges the Tersian authorities as eXsggerating the
story of dissensions among the Gujarat nobles to hide

the weakness of Gujarat army.28

It is difficult bo sgree fully with Pb. ©jha because
his conclusion igself iz bassd on the Fersian sources.

Not a single Rajpub source has been quoted by him in
suprort of his conclusion. “#hat, there is scme truth in

Persian accounts is thus imulicit in his own cenclusions.

It socoms that Rana Saga wvanted op wacersstanding

P

: - . - .
with G_pjarats, for about thiz time Bhe nelitical situa-

-

tion of ielh i, developing in a way more suited for the

Fulfillment of his ambiticn in %hatﬁirectione Ibrahim

foul, who succesd $¢ the throne of Lelhi in 1517, fmced
a rebelliion led by his younger brother wita the help of
the number of noblemen in the kingdoms Eecondly the
Sulganate of Delhi was threatened by the forelgn invasion

£rom the Worth dest frontier. Hence o concentrate hls

28+ Ojha G.H. Bistory of Udaipur ~tate (Hindi) p.358.
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energies towards Delhi, he might have preferred peasce
than apnfinuing war with Malik Ayaz. This was, of course,
7ot an advisable bargasin. It was merely the result of
short sighted statendnfship.

Attitude of Malik Ayds t=

The attitude of Mallik Ay&z is eXplained by the
Persian chroniclers as due to a lack of co-operation
among his lieutansnts. They further inform us that the
appointment of Malik Ayasz ze Uhe head of the army, was
considered by the nobles as an act of superceding their
just claime. Nizimeudwdin writes that Melik Aydz send a
message o Sulb@n Mahnid of the following purpose "ihe
pobles of Gujarat want to continue the war, bub it is .
not possible to do so because he uas no hopes of echiw
eving the favourable results when enmity gprevail in
them?a9 Hence whe interncl guarrels in Malik Ayas's
ecamp appears t¢ have been led him towards patching up

this unuerstanding against the wishes of his generals.

LE AR NE N AR

29. T4 - Praps (De) IIL, pe 17



