
0HAPTB1 - IX 

HBLM5QBS WITH THIS RAJPUTS

Relations with the Ha.iuut State of Idar s-

The overlordship of the Saltan of Gujarat was chall
enged by three powerful principalities viz* Junagadh, Ch- 

arapaner and Idar* Since the reign of Ahmad Shah the Sul
tan of Gujarat had unsuccessfully attacked them* Sultan

«

Mahmud’s design against Junagadh and Champaner and his 
other engagements had left him little time to interfere 

with the affairs of Idar, which demanded notice in the
beginning of Sultan Muzaf far’s reign*

# •

On tie eve of his march to Malwa Sultan Muzsaffar
« •

had summoned the nobles holding "Thanae" in Gujarat, to 

assemble at Godhra. Accordingly Aiu-ul-Mulk fauiadi, the 

Governor of Pa tan was on his way to Godhra but in the 
meanwhile he received news that Rao iQaiasing (1509-1515) 

son of BhaPn, the Ra^a of Idar, had raided the territory
*f

east of Sabarmati* Therefore, he had return to Pa-
tan* In the battle near Modasa# the Gujarat force was

t i
defeated by the Rajputs* Adud-ul-Mulk, a noble was kil
led with two hundred soldiers. *Ain-ul-Mulk thus Was for

ced to retire to Patan •

1* TA - Trans (Be) III, pp* 295-296*
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To avenge the defeat, Musaffar S^ah marched from 
Godhra and encamped at Modasa* On hearing this, Bao Bhim- 
singh, leaving behind a band of Ba^pufc soldiers for the 
defence of Xdar, retired into the bills of Vijaynagar. ^ 

Arriving on the outskirts of Idar on the fourth day, the 
Sultan gave orders for the sack of city, destroying the 
temples, places and other buildings Bao Bhim Singh 
being pressed by the Sultan, sought intercession of Malik 
Gopi,^ a Brahmin and one of the principal ministers of 

the Sultan#i

Bao Bhimsingh was pardoned at the intercession of 
Malik Gopi# It also seems likely that Sultan Musaffar 
Shah preferred peace at this time, because of his pre
occupations in Malwa•

According to the terms agreed upon *%o Bhim Singh 
ha d to pay a heavy indemnity with suitable presents to

2. IF {Text) IV, II p# 406 States Vi^ ay an agar (Vi sal 

Iiagar) 3?A - Irans (Be) III pp« 295-297 • states 
kills of Visalnagar.

3. MS - Xrans (F), pp* 95-96 • TA Trazm (Be) III, 

pp. 295-297.
4. TF (Text) IV, II% p. 406. writes Malik Gopal#
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the Sultan.'* She Sultan, is reported, to have given ail 

the presents and the indemnity i»o Aia-ul-Mulk, the govern

or of Patau, bo reorganise his force. After this, the 

Sultan proceeded to his capital and then marched towards 

Godhra on his way to ialwa. For the next two years i.e* 

till the death of Bao Bhim Singh in 1515, the relations 

of Gujarat with Idar remained quiet'.

Muzaffar Shah intervenes the succession problem of Idar 3-

Kao Bhimaingh, who concluded peace with Muzaffar 

Shah, was not a legitimate ruler of Idar, He had come on 

the throne after the death of Ms brother Suryamal, who. 

ruled Idar for eighteen months after the death of his br

other Sana Bhan, Suryamal's son %imal, was in minority 

at the time of his father * s death, though Kaimal was the 

declared king of Idar, Kao Bhimsingh, his uncle, took the 

advantage of Barmaids young age and declared himself 

king by dethroning the young Raja Raimal,

5* Ibid -writes twenty lacs o £ tanl^s were to be paid as

indemnity to the Sultan p# 407,
6« G.H, Ojha - History of Rajasthan (Hindi %xt) III,

P-I, p* 75, uses the form Bharmal, which has boon used 
here in preference to Biharimal CHI - III, p. 218*
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After Bao Bhiasingh’s death Baidal, the claimant
on the throne of Jdar, appealed Sana Sanga for help in

eurecovering the lost tla?one Rana Sanga g|ye his daughter 
to him and assured him of the help*

Rana Sanga*s force installed Baiaal on the throne 
of Idar and Bhariaal was expelled from Idar. Bharmal then 
appealed Sultan Muzaffar for help.^

Sultan Muzaffar, resented the interference of 
Sanga in Idar, since he considered it as dependent state 
of Gujarat* therefore be ordered Nizam*ul~Mulr:, the de~ 
puty at Ahmednagar (Himatnagar), to expel Raimal and 
restore Bharmal to throne • rX‘hus indirectly, Gujarat and 
Mewar were drawn into a position which was certain to 
lead to an open Conflict*

Biz£ua-ul-Mulk, the son of the last Raval of Cham* 
paner, having been brought up by as a Muslim in the 
court of Mahmud Begada, was a notable general, with a 
high reputation for bravery* Muzaffar Shah, also arrived 
in Idar from Ahmedabad and ordered Hizam*ul*mulk to march 
against Raimal.

Immediately after the arrival of the Sultan, Raimal 
was expelled from Idax^md forced to take refuge in the

7. 2?F - (f) IV, II, p* 407.
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bills of Sijsnagur, from where be continued to attack ro
yal army# Sharmal at this time was restored to the throne 
of Idar* The Rajputs attacked Mzam-ul-Mulk and in the
fight between the two, the Sultan’s army was defeated wi»

8the great loss*

After installing Bhariaal on the throne, Suzaffar 
Shah had left Idar for Ahmedabad and now he recalled Ris-
_ iam~ul**Mulk at Ahmedabad and rebuked him for violating his 
instructions Raiatal, after this success, continued his 
raids in the territory of Idar making the area unsettled*
To check this 3ahir-ul-?Mulk was ordered to march against 
the Rajputs, but he was killed with some of his soldiers# 
Hlzam-ul-Iulk was ill at this time* On being informed of 
these reverses, the Sultan sent Rusarat-ul-Mulk, with in
structions to attack and devastate the territory, which 
he described as “the reseptacle of renegadee3“ and “the 
asylum of rebels*" w Raimal, by this time had increased

8. TP (Text) IV, XI, p* 408 TA (Trans, (1)1) III pp*30G~
301, writers both the parties lost heavily in this fight# 

9# TA - Trans (Re) III, pp, 300^301 TPS (Text) IV, II, .
X># 408*

10* TA - Trans (Re) III, pp* 300-301 ,Tp£R - Trans (B)

IV, pp* 82*^83*



his area of operation as far as Pataa* * On hearing of
i

the march of Nusarat-ul-Mulk, he retired into the bills* 

Mablriz-ul-Multe and the , invasion of Bana Sanaa «-

After his success in Malwa, Sultan Muaaffar directed
» i

his energies towards Idar* In 1520* he set out for Xdar 
and appointed Nislua-ul-Mulk. with tbe title of Mubiiriz-ul- 

Mulk* 1 in place of Husarat-ul-Mulk * as head of the Guj

arat force*

11# There is a confusion about this name in Persian 
chroniclers, TA - Trans (Be) III* writes MubSriz- 
ul-Mulk, pp*307 MS - frans (P), says that Hiaam- 

ul-mulk was conferred the title of Mul^isa-ul-

Mulk, pp* 108-109 * The author of Arabic history
***\ _ 2 |

of Gju4arat, has considered Mubari^ul-Mulk as the

son of Hisoa-ul-Mulk* This cannot be believed*

because there is not enough difference in the time 
between the death of Baval Jaysingh (Fatal) and 

the Abmadnagar wars, to allow his grand son to 
become a general * Moreover Mahmud Bejapa brought 

him up from the infancy and afterwards, he was
entitled Kizam-ul-Mulk • Hence it is clear that

* |

Mubar 1 z-ni-Iulk was not the eon of Hi zam-ul-Mulk« •

but he waStentitled as such*
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The Sultan at the same time was dealing with the 

Kolia, always a troublesome element for the Sultans# They 
were usually loyal or professed loyalty to Rana Sanga#
So Malik Sarang was appointed deputy of Ahmedabad, to 
check their activities in the vicinity of that town and 
allowing the Sultan to concentrate on Idar.

— >
Mubarisa-ul-Mulk, ruled Idar with difficulty. Accor

ding to the Ba^put tradition a wandering minstrel came 
to his court and extolled the generosity and martial pro
wess of Sana Sanga* Incensed at the remarks, Mubarla-ui-

#

Mulfc spoke disparangingly of the Bana* Besides, to show 
his contempt, he ordered a mongrel dog to be named "Sana 
Sanga" and kept it chained at the gates of Idar city# 
Flushed with hie success in Malwa Sana Sanga was ready to 
avenge this insult, ^ and informed of it he immediately

12* Ojha G#H* History of Udaipur State (Hindi Text) 
p# 349.

13# At this time Bana Sanga was at the senith of his 
power for he secured supremacy over the princes of 
Marwar and Amber and Sac’s of Gwalior, Aamer, Sikri 
Raisin, Kalpi* Ghanderi, Bundi, Gangraom, Rampura 
and Abu were his f eiidatories , Tod eayj that eighty 
thousand horses, seven Ba^as of the highest rank, 
nine Raoe and one hundred and four chieftains bear
ing the title of Rawal and Bawat with five hundred
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attacked Idar and ravaged the country * He, then withdraw 
into Mewar to prepare for a large scale expedition. Soon 
after, he advanced against Gujarat at the head of the 
array of 40,000 Kajputs« The Kajas of Banswara and fungar- 
pur alas joined him in this expedition#

She version given in the "Jodhpur Khayat", ^ that 

Sana Sanga asked for the help from Kao Gangs, appears un
reliable for neither did the Sana asks any help from Hao 
Ganga nor did the Kao join the Bana*s expedition* The

"i

author states that in the battle of Afawadnagar (Himatna-
ou.gar), the Sultan was defeated and the Sana was victories* 

Sultan Muzaffar according to the information was not per
sonally involved in the war, which was fought with Muba-

Iris-ul-Hulk*

The joint Hajput assay of Me war and Saswara came
^ -as far as Sirehi, Mubaris-ul-Mulk, appealed to the Sultan

13. (Contd.) war elephants followed him to the field of 
Xhanwah Of# Annuls and Antiquities o^Hajastban - ed 

Crooke, I* pp* 348-349•

14. The "Jodhpur Khayat’* states tint Kao Gangs, also 
joined Raoa Sanga in-this expedition* It is stated 
that Sanga sent the Baja of Banswara to Kao Ganga 
for securing his alliance against the Sultan of 
Gujarat * After six months Hao Ganga joined the



168
for reinforcements to meet the Bajput invaders. It is re
ported that this message sent to the Sultan was not deli
vered to him in time by his nobles* * because a section, of 
the nobles at the Gujarat court were jealous of Mubaris- 
ul-Mulk, who had become an important noble* ^

_ 9Mubarls-ul-Mulk once again despatched the same re
quested to the Sultan at Champaner* Here too, the nobles* 
when they were consulted by the Sultan on sending the 
reinforcement, told the Sultan that the Bajpute were no 
match to the army of Gujarat. ^

14* (Contd*) Sana Gf* Gjha G,H* History of Jodhpur 
State, Vol. I (Hindi) pp. 272-272*

15* ^he Persian chroniclers speak of (she jealousy of 
Muslim nobles towards Mubaria-ul-Mulk, The reason 
for their envy was his rise and partially his Baj-

• put origin* Bayley, Gujarat, p* 266*
TA - Trans (Be) III, when Slublris requested the 
Sultan for help, the nobles convinced the Sultan 
that Mubarls should have not used the word dog for 
the Raaa, otherwise he should not be afraid of the 
Raaa (pp »$08) Shri Ojha accepts the views of the 
Mirat. Here the Persian chroniclers agree with the 
jealous attitude of the nobles with Mubaris* The 
above cited incident and that followed clearly



Mubariz-ul-Mulk, thinking it futile to wait for the 
help from the Sultan* decided to move to the fort of Atom- 
adnagar (Himatnagar) on the Hathmati river, leaving be
hind a few soldiers to protect Idar#

’The Sana arrived in Idar and here some of the gar- 
asias, Reined with him# Bans Sanga, then attacked the 
entrenched Gujarat noble at Ahisadnagar# In the battle 
that followed hear the walls of Afcmadnagar, many Gujarat

^ An
soldiers £©d some of the nobles lost their lives# ' 
Mubariz-ul-Mulk received injuries but ho managed to esc
ape by the back door# Here, the same wandering minstrel

(Contd#) indicate the rivalry of the nobles of diff
erent origin* Hence besides the other things the je
alousy of nobles was an important factor in this
event«
M

16# ITS - Trans (F). The nobles suppressed this rego©st 
purposely and misguided the Sultan for all the time* 
pp.108-10f. Bayley writes that the nobles said the 
Sultan that Mubarif-ul-Mulk was in the habit of sen
ding such information ^ Gujarat, pp. 266-26?•

1?. MS , Trans (F) pp*108-109 IF. Trans (Briggs) VI, 
pp*88-89 - TA - Trans (Be) III, 308-309.
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is said to have come and dfbueed Mubaris*ul-Mulk, for 

cowardness*

Malik Sarang, the deputy of Ahmedabad, cent a deta
chment for the help of Mubaris~ul~Mulk* 1'ho arm* reach

ed as far as Modasa and here it received the news of the 

defeat of Mublris-ul-Mulk• Hence, it went towards Hupal 
near Kadi, to bring back Mubaris**ul~Mulk ana others who 
had taken refuge there after their defeat*

The Bajputs after their victory in Ahmadnagar (Hi- 
matnagar) sacked the city and carried away a number of 

its inhabitants as prisoners* The ISana, then proceeded 

further and captured Vadnagar, but the inhabitants being 

mostly Brahmins, that town was spared, from here the Baj- 

puts advanced to?*ards Visnagar and defeated the "Thane&ar"
Malik Hatixa* In this fight Malik Hatisa was killed and» •

Ha^puts plundered the town•

The Sana was now within the sixty miles of Ahmeda- 
bad* Some of the followers advised Sana Sanga to march on 
the capital• He did not agree with them and ueeided to 

return to Mowar*

This was Sana San@a*s short but most successful 
expedition to Gujarat• It marks an important landmark in 

the history of Muslim Gujarat in this period* It challenged 
the Sultan in his own land* It is also significant that
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after Mahmud Begada, the Bajput not only found it possible 
to make this attempt but were successful to a remarkable 
extent.

According to the Persian chroniclers, the defeat of 
Mubaris-ul-Mulk was due to the mutual jalousies among the 
Gujarat nobles* Her®, the# fail to notice that the Bans 
by this time was supreme in Ba just ban and had an idea of 
reviving former Bajput glories by conquering Delhi. $£th 
this object in mind, he gradually broke the power of pow
erful rivals who could come in his way. Gujarat being 
one of them, had to bear the brunt of his attack.

It hjs also to be noted that the character and qua
lity of nobles during the reign of Muaaffar Shah was not 
the same as in the former reign• Musaffar Shah, though 
endorsed with personal abilities, had failed to control 
di^enstions among his nobles, even v-«hen the prestige of 
the Sultanate was at stake* Shus, the incident clearly 
indicates that the Sultan was guided by the advice of 
his nobles and everwidening rift among the nobles ulti
mately affected the military foundation of the Sultanate *

yjar with Rsritnts — Second Phase s-

To avenge this defeat and to regain his prestige, 
Sultan Mugaffar, the following year collected a large
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araj and encamped at Ahmedabad* Malik Ayas, the deputy in
charge of filv, was ordered to come here with his force* 
It seems that the Sultan had not yet taken any decision
about entrusting the charge of the army and when Malik 
Ayls assured him of humbling the pride of Sana* the Sul-
tan appointed him as the head of the army,' The other

* ^

nobles via* Tajjkhan, Bizam-ul-Mulk and Malik Sarang also 
(joined the proposed expedition.1^ The Sultan on this occ

asion allowed one year pay to be paid to the soldiers in
! OQ

advance from the royal treasury*

In Muhrram, 927/Oeeember, 1520, the royal army rea
ched the drea known as Sagad by way of Modasa and Samalajji* 
Dungarpur, the capital of Vagad was sacked by Malik Ayaz* 
because its ruler had helped Rana Sanga in the expedition 
to Gugarat* 21 The assay then marched towards Banswara* 

Here they had to fight with a band of Rajput soldiers and 
thegr advanced towards Mandsore She fort of Mandsore was

18* !PA - Trans (Be) III, p. 312 MS - Trans (I?) pp, 110-111
19* Sikandar States that Malik Aylh had the army of

1,00,000 cavalry and 100 war elephants. Malik Sarang 
had the army of 20,OCX) cavalry and 20 War elephants 
Of - MS — Trans (1?) pp* 110-111*

20* Ibid
21. Ibid TA - Trans (Be) III p. 313
22. MS - Trans (F) pp*110-111. The author has exaggerated
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built by Sul tin Hoshang Shah Ghori but- at this time it 

was in the possession of Han a Sanga and Ashoktaal, a Rajput 

was in charge of it

Malik Ayaz laid seige to Sfeadsore while Bana Sanga
N

also moved in the same direction, and encamped near ^adisi, 

ten miles away from the invested place.. At this time Mah

mud Khalji the Sultan of Malwa, also joined the Gujarat
P4- .

army. In a few days Malik; Sarang completed the trenches 

right up to the walls of the fort. But at this time, as 

the Me r si an chroniclers inform us, the dissensions and 

lack of co-operation between Malik Ayas and his lieutenants 

came to a head, Malik Ayas feared, that Malik Sarang might 

gain the credit for victory and so he ordered Malik Sarang 

back to the camp. This caused general dissatisfaction in 

the army with the result that some of the nobles disobeyed 
the orders of Malik Ayaa. ^

A*

while the campaign was in progress, the Rajputs re

paired the breach and consequently the attack failed. Sana

22# (ContcU) the account of this march and differs with 

Kizaoi-ucl-din. TA - Trans (Be) ill p.313*

23. Ojha 3»M. History of Udaipur Stats (Hindi Text; p*3^6*

24. TA - Trans (Be) p.. 313*
25* Tf - Trans (Briggs) IV, p* 93 ~ && - Trans (S') 

pp. 110-111, Boss * Arabic history of Gujarat I, 

pp* 107, 113-113*
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Sanga at this sent envoys to Malik Ay as for peace Malik 
Ay as | seeing that he could not gain the cooperation of 
the officers, seised this opportunity. Malik Sarang st~ 
rongly opposed this termination of the campaign, and per
suaded Mahmud II of Malwa and the other nobles in the 

*
camp to join him in an attack on the fort. Malik Ayaz on 
being informed of this design, let the Malwa Sultan und
erstand that the supreme command had been entrusted to
him by the Sultan and he alone was responsible for con-

#u‘ i
duotin© the campaign and ordered the retreat* On return
to the Capital, Sultan Muzaffar, received Malik Ayaa
coldly, dismissed him to Sorath and expressed his inten-

26trf.cn of marching in person against Hana Sanga*

The description of the above event, given by the 
Persian chroniclers, is incomplete and confusing, because 
the authors have failed to explain the attitudes of fiana 
Sanga and Malik Ay as, during the s$>ige of Maadsore*

Seasons for Rana Samga*s attitude s-

Prosa the Persian accounts of the Bans’a activities,

26. if - Scans (B) IV, pp.93-95* Boss - An Arabic 
history of Gujarat pp» 113-115* MS - 'frans (P)

pp • 110-112*
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it appears that the Sana had three objects in view, viz, 

to strengthen himself by collecting reinforcements, to 

win ever as many enemies as possible, and to take fall 

advantage of the illfeeling that prevailed among the Guj

arat nobles# Here time was an essential factor for gaining 

of these objects’.

The real motive of Bans Sanga for opening negotia

tions with. Malik Ay a a may be gathered from the remarks 

maoe oy I'irishtah namely that ’’connected with the overtu
res there were certain conditions which were ex6ravag%3t,!.2^

The Persian historian further informs us that the 

Han a sent agents to Malik Ayas offering to pay tributes 
to fiuaaffar Shah, if he would raise the sJ4ge and promi

sed that he would not advance within twenty miles of 

Muslim camps, but his ’’prayers were unheeded”. Ultimately, 

owing to the fear on the part of Malik Ay a a ’’lest of his 

lieutenants should gain the credit for victory, he mad© 

peace with vhe Hana, on his (the Sana’s) nromisfing to 

pay tribute, to place a son at Muaaffar’s court as a hos

tage,. to wait in person on' the Sultan, and to be obedient 

to his orders.”

27# i'li' - Trans (B) IV p. 91-93 - IV, II.

PP.514-315.



Pti. 0^ha does sot believe in the Persian histories.
He does not think that Baaa Sanga concluded, peace with
Malik ayaz or sent feis son as hostage in the court of
Sultan Muzaffar Shah, but is of the opinion that the Joint

army of Gujarat retreated owing to its fear of Sana Sanga.
He charges the Persian authorities as ©saggerating the

story of dissensions among the Gujarat nobles to hide
28the weakness of Gujarat army*

It is difficult to agree fully with P'c, OJha because 

his conclusion itself 1s based on the Persian sources*
4

Hot a single Hajput source has been quoted by him in 
support of Ms c onclusion . fhat, there is some truth in 

Persian accounts is thus implicit in his own conclusions.

It seems that liana Bangs wanted an understanding
with GjpJarat, for about this time the •political situa

tion of Pelhi5 developing in a way more suited for the
fulfillment of bis ambition in 
Loul, who succeed to the throne

tbatflirection * Ibrahim 

of telhi in 1317* faced
a rebellion led by his younger brother with the help of
the number of noblemen in the kingdom. Secondly the 
Sultanate of felhi was threatened by the foreign invasion 

from the biorth West frontier* Hence t-o concentrate his

28. OJha G.E# History of' Udaipur ^tabe (Hindi) p*358*
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energies towards Delhi, he might have preferred peace 
than continuing war with Malik Ayaz* Shis was, of course 
not an advisable bargain# It was merely the result of 
short sighted stat<sa§nf;sfaip,

Attitude of Malik Avia s-

$he attitude of Malik Ayaa is escplained by the 
Persian chroniclers as due to a lack of co-operation 
among bis lieutenants* They further Inform us that the 
appointment of Malik Ayaz as the head of the army, was 
considered by the nobles as an act of superseding their 
«just claims • Kisam-ud-djjo writes that Malik Ayaz send a 
message to Sultan Mahmud of the following purpose mihe 
nobles of Gujarat want to continue the war, but it is 
not possible to do so because he has no hopes of achi
eving the favourable results whon enmity prevail in 
them**-' lienee the internal quarrels in Malik Ayaz*s 
camp.appears to have been led him towards patching up 
this unuersbanding against th© wishes of his generals#

29. T& - 2rans (De) III, p# 31?*


