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SATYYIDS OF BATWA AND THEIR RELATIONS
WITH THS SULTANS OF GUIARAT(1458-1526)

The Bukhéri Salyyids of Batwa influenced the reli-
glous, political and social life of Gujarat, since the
beginning of the independent Sulbanate to ite end and
were infiuential even during the Mlughal age. The saints
of Batws probably achieved renown during the tiﬁe of Shah
4 lam, the eleoventh son of Salyyid Burhan~uid=~ain . Being
the guardian of Prince FaﬁZ}%@éﬂ (fiohnfid Sh3h I), his
prestige, must have been at its height and his influence
unchallenged during the last seventeen years of life,

which he passed in the reign of Sultan Mmhmud.

#e have to depend for ap account of their role in
the Sultanate mainly on Mir§%~iuﬁikandafi and M4 p3tei-
Abmadi (Bupplt.) Sikendar's aceount of their life is
hardly objective, for he was the diseciple and a follower

- (=
of one of the descendaunts of Saiyyid %gah‘%/;am.

i)
Ancestary end early life of §§§h$§,}%? and hig
relationg with the Sulting i~

L . . . .
Saiyyid $hEh ‘K laa wes the descendant of Salyyid
Jald@l BukbEri (1708~1384) from Bulbard, who seotitled ip

the Funjab and was buried at Uchh near Bhavalpur on tGhe
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banks of Sultleds. He is Delber kuovwn as Makhdmel-Jabdn-

| o

yan. Aecording to Sikandar this saint was highly honoured

o]

Y
% the court of Delhi, during the reign of Sultan Eif¢§
11

0

ah Tughulaq.

-

We are further informed by the ssme author that the
Buggaré Saiyyid Makhdim-i-JahZniyan is regarded as the
patron saint of the Gujarat dynasty. The sta;y runs that
Sadhu and Sadbaran, the two brothers, were the "Tonk Rajw
puts” of Thaneshwar, in Soubth Punjab, they secured the
favour of Buli{Bn Firuz Shab Tughulag, by siving their sig--

ter in msrriage to him dwing bthe benure of prince.

Frobably because of the influsnce of the Bukharl
Saiyyids, Sadhu and Sadharan took up Islam ss their reli-
gion. Sodbaran veceived the title of "Wajlh-ulemulk" (the
support of the state) at the royal court. When Piruz Tu-
ghulaq ascended the throne, Zafar Khan end Shame Khin,
the two sons of WajIlh-dl-mulk, were premobed to the rank
of nobles.2

o a3 L e
saint Purhen-ud~din Quigu»;»—ﬁ;/ lam -

He was béﬁ¥n in 1588 gnd was the zrand son of Saiw-
S

yyld Jal¥l Bukhfri. His father died, when he was ten years

To HS = Trans (F) Dele

24 85 « Trans (F) ppe3, 27-28.
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old, Shah R@ju Qatbal , his uncle, btaught him for two
yearss In 1400, at the age of twelve he came Ho Gujarat,
wéj?h his mother and halted ab Fabtan+ It is sald Hnzaff~-

ar Shah I, then the Sultan ¢f Gujarat,on the arrival of the

Boeint, come oub to recelve him with due honour.

~

Since then the Bukhari Saiyyid settled in Gujarst
and their influence gradually increased during the reigns
of succeeding Sultans. When Sultan Ahmed Bhah founded the
new city of Ahmedabad, he invited Saiyyid Burhan-ud-din

to hless the new citiy.

For some time the Salyyid resided in Asswal by the
river side and then shifted to Batwa, south of Ahmedabad,
given to him by the Sulydn, He died on December 10, 1453,

and left twelve sons end seventeen daughters S

o\
Sgiyyid Sh&@ﬁAJﬁ b )

Shah A lam was the eleventh son of Salyyid Burhan~
vt?d-din aaui;b-z.iix lam and was born on the 9th of Dhilgadah
817/3.He/danuapry 18,1415, His mother was Bibi Zmindh sur-
naned Sultan Khattun, daughter of Kajﬁm_ Khan, a noble of
Gujarat « { '

At tho age of ssevenbeen, m a8 im‘i;:.ated into the

":ouf" ¥ oxdern "faaghm.bmh” and receiveu the "$xzi’i" robe

50 MA "(SU’Lﬁplt o) ﬂnﬂli & Séﬂan, PE024“2?Q
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from Shaikh Ahmsd Khattu, Afver the death of his father
in 1453, he became the most influential of the Salyyids.

Satyyid Shah{’A lam and his relations with sulg@
ggtb-»ud—ﬁ jm

@Lzan"i;}am beceme the most prominent of the Sai-
yyids and it is believed once as a friend of Sultdn Qupb~
dd-din Anmad ShEh II (1451-1438) and guardisn of Sultdn
Habmad 8hsh I, this saint enjoyed unchallenged power, In
his account of Bulthn ngbauﬁwdin's reign, Sikandar com-
bines the facts of history with the populdr traditions
of the pélitieal.influence and the supernatural powers of
%gﬁﬁfﬁi}am. He writes that the Sultan at the very outset
of his reign, faced the formidable task of defending his
kingdon against the invasion of Mahmud gyalji I, the Sul~
@En of Malwa., The Sulyﬁn of waléa marched as far as Kapa=
dwanj and here a batile was fought betwéen the armieslof
Gujarat and Malwa. During the course of fight the Gularat
army lost one of ibts wings though the victory lay with
Bult3n Qutb-dd~din Shah (Mareh/April 4451). In this batb-
le Saiypid ‘%_éﬁh‘}@.am favoured Sultdn Wagb-ud~dln Shah
with a sword, with which the Sultan fought the battle

and atlast won it.

4, MS = Trans (F) pe26=33.
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This braditiopn is imporbtant for it indicates the
deep interest of {:‘»_ga'éh‘ Alam and the Bukhari Saiypids on
maintaining the Mugaffar ShAhi dynasty and. to establish
their influence over the Sulbans

- ‘m
HMarriagze of Saiyyid Shah Alamj-

ﬁ'é learn from Sikandar that shortly after Qutb-

- $d-din came to the throne the relations between the Sul-
tan and the saint S_l_:aﬁhcfk:lam, once very cﬁr&iall-y .became
strained. This was partly due to the marrlage of Saiyyid
SH3H Alam with the daughter of Jam of Thatba, and the
events which followed ib. Iignce a reference to it may dbe

made here.

The Jam of Thatta had two daughters Bibl MATki end
Bibi Muggzal?f, of which the latber was said o be more be-
sutiful and it had been proposed to give Bibi Mughall in
marriage to Saiyyid @hﬁ‘hcﬁlam. The other was U0 be married
to Sultdn Mubsmmad Shah. The Sultan, however, managed %o
secure Bibi Eﬁug_i_zaﬁ and Bibl Mirki was marvied to Shah
‘Tiam. |

-

§§5h‘

plained to his father who told him that he would marry
both the sist;em.5

Alam @id not like this marriage and so he com-

5. Baj¥ey ~ Gujarat pe 156 B8 =~ Trans. (F) pp. 25=33+
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Deslgns sgainst Fath Ehan and Saiyyid b"h‘ﬁ Bl e

"
—

Whether it was due t9 the prophecy or otherwise
‘the fact remains that after the death of Sultan Muhamnad
ghah, Bibi Mughall with her son Fath Khan (later Mahmiid
Shah I) sought the shelter of %yéhGZIam. After this event
SHah‘Elan became an object of the Sultdn's (Qutb-dd-din)
ill~-concealed animosity. Later when'aﬁter the death of
Her sisber Bibi Mirki, Bipi Mughell married gyéﬁ‘ﬁiam,
this animosity increased, It seems that”thé Sultan feared
this alliance between.MuggalE énd ghﬁh‘ziam and considered
it as a threat to his awnlself eppecially as Fath Khan
had equal c¢laims to the throne of Gujaratb.

Impelled by this fear, he demanded'Fth Ehan to
be surrend%g to him.*T&e saint replied that the young man
had for fear of his life, sought refuge with the d@rve-
shes, and it would ill become him to give him up to the
Sultan.,

PFoiled in this avtempt, he made other attempts to
secure Fath Khan, by employing spies and by once sending
his wife Rupmanjarl to the saint's h@use. But the saint
is said to have protected Fath EKhdn by his supernatural
powers. It 1s needless to go inbo the detalls of these
stories, For Sikandar has mentioned éhem %o exalt the

Bu§§§ri Balyyids apd thelr supernatural powers, and thus



have little historical value.

paliy Shih snd Sheh‘lam -

EEEE Shah, who came on the throne sfter the death
of Sult@n Qutb-ud-din Ahmad SHab II, was deposed from the
throne by the nobles aftér a reign of hardly a month.‘The
reason advanced by the Persien chronicleras thatlnaﬁa Shah
was an incapable ruler and had no good gualities. So Maw
1ik 5k°ban and bis party engineered a vevolution against
him and wiﬁh the consent of §§ﬁh‘§13m,’theg declared Faih

Eban as the sulyﬁn of Gujarat,6

\iewing the political activities of Shan‘Klam
since the reign of Qu?b—hhndih Abmad %ﬁéh;zl and the sa=
+ dnts favour to Fabh Kh@n, it seems likely that @pﬁh‘ﬁlam
'mighb'have initlsted the conspiracy which unseated Bg%ﬁ
Shih, through his followers, Malik gg‘bﬁn and ﬁis partye

= -
The fact thab @E!&c A lam could foil the Sultan
of the day ludicates his power in Gujarat.

Mahrid Shih I snd Shak‘Alam i=

@ﬁﬁh‘ilam,lived.fer the £irst seventeen years of
Sultan Mahndd Shah's reign. It is believed that during

these seventeen years, the saint had great influence over

B BS = Trans. (F) ppe3,u-33 = - frens (Brigy) .



the Sultan and dominated the pelitiesl and religious life
of Gujarat. It is ﬁossible to infer from the stray inse
tances available that ShEh‘Tlam used his infiuence to
spread Islam in Gujarat. The Junagadh w%hg of Sﬁl@gn Mah-
mid Shah was partly the result of the influence of the
saint.

The two Lletbers of Baiyyid Raju of kangrol, who
was essigned the duty of the spread of islam in Saurashe
tra, hav&ybeen brought to light by Prof. Nadvi. These le=
tters, as the author has identified, were addressed bo
Saiyyid SHEh Flam and in them he lodged a complain agai-
nst Ra Mandalika of Junggadh, to whonm Salyyid Raju con-
sipdered ag obstacle in his task,? Therefore, it is clear
that, some of the wars waged by Sulban Msghmud Shah against
Rajpub, especially against Junagadh, were possibly due

to the influence of Shah Alam.a

His $eath 2o

@gﬁh‘ﬁiam.die& on Jumda Il 20, A.0./October 21,
1475, and left behind him five sons and four daughters.
One of the sons was SHEL Bhikan, whose mother was Bibi

dirki, sppears to have died in boyhood.? The saint still

7. Quoted from dote ReB. Culbural history of Gujarat -
EBe I (Guje) (Islam Yug) = P. 491,

8+ Cf, "Ihe conquest of. Junagadh”.
9. HA ~ (Suprlt) Ed. N. Ali & Sedon, ppe 3u=37s



commands, along wibth his father (Saiyyid) Burban dd-din)
and Shaikh Ahmad Kbhattu, the plous reverance of the Mus-
lims of Gujarat and his name is permanently linked with
the village of Sh3h‘Alam, situated to the south of Ahme
edabad, end its momuments, Shah Alam received the sufis-
tic robe from Shaikh Ahmed Khattu and since then his de-
scendants came to be known as “§ﬁ§ﬁi§g.Saiyyids" to di-
stinguish them from those of his brothers who were called
Quibi%h Saiyyids, ©

Shah Shalkhilill snd Sultdn Huzaffar Shih IT -

It seems bhat sfter bthe death of Sailyyid §h§h‘§iam,
relations of the Sulg&ns of Gujarat with the saints of
Batwa were not cordials They were strained during the re-
ign of Bultan Muzaffar Shahe.

Baiyyid Jalidl é%mdzh Shah Shaikhjid was the fourth
son of Salyyid Mahmid and nepheu of Saiyyid %ﬁéh‘ﬁi&m.
He was born at Asawal in the year 853 A.H./1484, Shah

Shaikhji® received sufistic knowledge from his uncle Shah

éiiam. ‘He was an heir to his grend father'c jogir in Datwa.

Bultan Mugeffar, as reporied by the Persian chro-
nicler, respected the lesmmed men but he did not like
salnts and dorvishes. On the occasion cf HMuzaffar Shah's

" 10s Ibid.



accession, Shah Shaikhjin though unwilling, wss forced by
" his éascip;&s, o go to Champaner %o coagrafulate bho new
Sulbvan. The Saiyyid was welcomed by the courtiers and the
Sultan wes informed of his arrival. The Sul?&h, who was
in the adjoining room, passed a rcmarkd that the saind
was unfavoursble to his fabher. He wanbed to see what he
had brought for him. Shah Shaikbjiu, by chance over heard
that remark, and without congratudebting the Sul{dn, he
left Champaner for Batwa. The Sulﬁan slso did not care
for the saint and while uassing from Batwa he recited the
“Iatm&a on his horse back and went to Ahmedabad,

The relations between the two continuved Lo be
strained, ipnspite of the effort of the nobles to bring
them ﬁogether. Piually as Sikendar reports it was the
patron saint Qntb~1wﬁlam, who appeared in a2 dream bo both
and brought sbout an understanding. It seems that this &=
& story: aw;ggzg;;he face of one of shem who gought the inie

tiative in patcbmng'u@ the quarrel.

ﬁ:k may quote here another instance connected with
the succeseion dispute between Sikandar Bhan and Bahadur
Khau the two sons of 8 ‘ul@éh Muzaffar Shah. In this conn=
ection the &ulfﬁb sought the blessings of Shah Shaikbjid

e B2 ~ Ppems (B pe



in favour of Sikandar Kha@n, but the saint through mise
take blessed Bahadur Khan' as the Sulyﬁn'é sucCcessor,
what evarﬂmag be the reason for this mistake of the sa-
int but the fact remasins that thg gaint by this %ime had
gained a powerful fAfluence in the politics of Gujarat
and 8o the Sultan sought‘his‘ﬁavaur for Sikandar Khan,

5hah Shaikhjiv died in A.H: 931/1524% at the age

of nearly seventy six years.,

‘e uPS



