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Chapter — I

THB J?IRST DflOADB Of SOLTAH MAHMUD’S BBICB 
(1458-1467)’

Early years of Sultan Mahmud’s life - His birth - 

His mother 3ibi lughali and the story of bar marriage 
with Muhammad Shah - the Sultan’s mother seeks the pro­
tection of Saiyyid Shah*llam - The Sultan’s early life 

under the protection of the saint*

The political condition of Gujarat at the time 
of his accession - The rift among the nobles - The Rajput 

kingdoms within Gujarat*

The conspiracy of nobles - The real cause of con­
spiracy - The attitude of the SullSh towards the conspi­

rators - The real conspirators brought to light - The 
Sultan masters the situation - The fate of the conspira­

tors*

An assessment of the rebellion *»• Distribution of 
jagirs and titles to the persons who remained faithful 
to him during his time*
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Gujarat and Malm said the Bahamani Empire of Deccan
(1461*1462)

/» — «. — Hizam-ul-mulk Ghori leaves the Hizam Shahi state
« *

In auger - Hi si® Shah ascends the throne under the reg­

ency of Kbawajah Jehan or Mahmud Gawan - Bequest of
\ _ —Hjrsam Shah for help to Sultan Mahmud §feab against the

Malwa ruler invading at this time - Bessons for Sultan
Mahmud acceding to the request*

#

The course of the war*

Sultan Mahmud Kbalji attacks Deccan again - Guj­
arat army once again sent — Betreat of Mahmud Ihalji -

A threat from Mahmud Shah I to the Sultan of Malwa** •

fhe conquest of Bahrot, panera and Don s-

The piratical activities in these places - Its 

effects on the sea-coast and Gujarat shipping ** The Sul- 

tm’B marsh toward the pirates esd congest of these 
places*

Sack of San j an : (1465 or 1491)

Defence by its Hindu ruler and his Parsi subjects 
The escape of the Parsis and their settlement at Udwada*
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Mahmud Shah helps Usman Khan to recover the throne of 
Jhalore : (1461-1462)

A$h.e source - ^ Brief history of Jhalore - Usman 
Khan seeks the help of Sultan Mahmud against his brother 
Malik Salar - f’be royal army restores Usman pin on the 
throne of Jhalore*

* * •

Chapter - II
Jg^SSiS^CBiSSSSMStSSSiSff

”Ioa
The conquest of Junagadh »<*

Importance of the situation of Junagadh in Saura- 
sbtra - political importance of the place - 3?he origin 
of the Ra*s of Junagadh - Antiquity of Junagadh - Ha 
Mandalika's early life - Reasons for its conquest - po­
litical and religious - Three expeditions and the causes 
advanced by the Sultan for these expeditions - Popular 
belief for the fall of Junagadh - Conversion of Ha Man- 
dalika to Islam - Reasons given by the Persian chroniclers 
Examination of the validity of these reasons - Junagadh 
renamed Mustafabad and its important - The importance of 
the conquest of Junagadh - political and strategical•
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The sack of Kava

Khalil Ighan (later Sultan Muzaffar Shah) as the 
deputy of Saurashtra - Jhala Vagboji of Kuva - The catas­
trophe of Kuva.

Cutch and Sind :~

Confused and meagre account - Disturbance in Cutch- 
Easily reasserts his strength - Sind - Relations with the 
dam of Sind - Relieves the Jam from the trouble*

The conquest of Ewarfca and Sankhodhar s-

Religious importance of these places - Causes of 
invasion - The campaign against Raja 3him of Ztoaxfca his 
execution*

The conouest of Chaarpaner

Importance of Champaner - Famine in Gujarat - The
a*campaign - Saval Jayaingh seeks the help of the lalwa 
ruler - <^yas~ud~din of Malwa and his retreat after the 
march of a few miles - Reason for this retreat according 
to the chroniclers and how far It is acceptable - The 
likely reasons for the retreat*

The storming of the fort - its fall

The performance of Jaubar by the Rajputs -
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The fat© of Raval Jaysingh and bis family.

The popular beliefs about the fall of Champaner - 
The close of the war*

The subjugation of Ranuur s-

Source * Relation of the Sultan with Gohel chief
*

Ran^i of Kanpur - The causes of the expedition against 
the Gohel chief - Fall of Kanpur and the Rajput women 
performed Jauhar - An evaluation of the event.

*»•

Chapter_-_III

INTERNAL AFFAIRS, BAHADUR GILAIO & KH»IMDE.SR

The administrative divisions of Gujarat - Founda­
tion of Muhamudabad - Conspiracy of Khudawand Shan - Re­
asons for this conspiracy ~ The Sultan infoimed about 
this - The conspiracy failed - The, Sultan, tests the loy­
alty of the nobles - An assessment of the conspiracy*

Bahadur Gilani*s piratical activities on the sea- 
coast of Gujarat - Origin of Bahadur - Reasons for his 
piratical activities in sea - Sultan Mahmud send the ar­
mies by sea and land - The failure of the Gujarat navy- 
Sultan Mahmud*s appeal to the becean ruler for help -
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BahSdur captured by the Deccan army and executed*

Succession problem of Khan&esh -** Relations of the
Sultan with the Sultan of Khandesh - Blval groups of the

6— _nobles and their support to rival candidate - Aiam Shan 
appeal to Gujarat Sultan for help * The Gujarat army 
occupies Khandesh ~*1Tla& Khan restored*

* •*

Chapter - I?.

THE RELATIONS WISH Tim PORTUGUESE* Tim FIRST PHASE
(3506-15115

1508 - Commencement of relations, Egypt’s mono­
poly of Indian trade before the Portuguese - their awar­
eness of Portuguese danger*.

The sea-borne trade of Gujarat affected by the 
entry of the Portuguese in the Indian waters - The free 
and safe navigation of cargo ship becomes difficult - Loss 
of revenue to tie Sultan of Gujarat - An alliance between 
the Sultans of Egypt and Gujarat*!

K,Battle of Oh** - Description of the battle - De­
feat of the Portuguese - Lessons of Ghaul*

Battle at Div - Almeida, the Portuguese viceroy 
avenges the earlier defeat - The reasons for the defeat of
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the joint: navy at Div - Results of the battle of Div.

Appointment of af foil so Albuquerque - Change in 
the policy towards Gujarat - Defensive policy fallowed 

by the Sultan - Opening of negotiations with the Portu­
guese - Pall of Goa to the Portuguese - A further warn­

ing to the opponents of the Portuguese*

Embassy sent to Affonso by the Sultan with two 

letters, one from the Sultan and the other from Malik 
Gopi - The contents of the letters described - Albuqu­

erque^ reply.

League between Gujarat and Egypt broken up.

Chapter - ¥

LEGENDS ABOUT SULTAN MAMD SHAH
-i- ■ :vwr:.rr.,T,.1^ .. * '

Controversies about his epithet Begada - The k 
opinions of the Persian writers and modern writers about 
this epithet - The belief of the followers of Imam Shah 
about this sobriquet - Examination of these references 
and their -possible interpretation.

The Sultan*s personal habits - The Story of poison 
Accounts of V'arthema and Barbosa for this habit - Probable 

political reasons.
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The Sultan’s appetite - other personal habits.

* * *

Chapter -VI

m ABSKsmMT w soi>Tm mhid
SHAH’S HEIGH AMJPOLICIfS.

His administration - Administrative divisions of 

the Kingdom - Administrati^ of justice.

Military administration - The categories of the 

forces - The use of the weapons - Rules for the military 

officers and soldiers - The Sultan’s special favour to 

the families of the soldiers.

Religious policy - a staunch follower of Islam - 

Bis training in the laws of Islam - Attitude towards 

Hindus and Eagputs in particular - Hot very harsh with 

the Hindus - Some political considerations for them « 

Earstoess towards Rajputs partly for political reasons

- A moderate religious policy on the whole - Dislike for
$

Shiahs.

Hotable features of his reign - A general survey 

of his achievements in military engagements - Prestige 

of the Sultanate raised during this time. An embassy to 
Gujarat seat by Isml^Ei Shah, the ruler of Persia, also
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a rebellious Lodi prince bakes refuge in the court of 

Gujjarat.

Development of Architecture - A bright period, of 

the Sultanate - Architectural pieces of Sarkhe;), constru­
ctions in Ahmedabad and its suburbs mentioned herein•

The coins of his reign - Distinctive in the numi­

smatic history of Gujarat - His name given to silver coins*

Horticulture and Arboriculture - Plantation of 

shady, trees and fruits of different kinds, is the result 

of Sultan Mahmud’s efforts*• l

Close of the reign - Death of the Sultan - Burled 

at Sarkhej*
* ♦ *

Chapter — VII
«S2 25* 32 SSf *S5I5553* 25 5S5

DOMESTIC AFffAIES Of SULTAN MHSAffffAB SHAH

The family of Sultan Mahmud - Birth of Musaaffar• * •

Shah - His education and varied interests*

Political career - Appointments at various places, 

at Sorath and at Baroda - Appointment as successor sanc­
tioned by the nobles*

Ascends the throne on November 22, 1511 «** The die-
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tribution of 3ugirs and titles*

Persian mission in. Gujarat - Presence of Malwa 
Prince in the capital - Conflict with the prince*© men 
and envoy*s suite - Different opinions about this don- 

- Portuguese ^couut of the Persian embassy - 

Departure of the embassy.

• • *

Chanter - VIII

RBMflQRS OP GUJARAT WIfJEH MALflA

She war of succession in Malwa - Rise of Medini 

Hal The nobles of Malwa seek the help of Sultan Musafffar 
Sbah - Musaffar Shah to Malwa with a large army - Gives 
up the idea of attacking it Season for this retrjfeat 

explained*

- Musaffar Shah renews the attack on Mandu - A 
successful attack - Rai Pithora, the son of Medini Rai» 
in the fort with a band of Rajput soldiers - Medini Rai 
to Rana Sanga - Underestimation of Rajput strength by 
Persian chroniclers - Fall of Mandu - Muzaffar Shah 
restores Mahmud Khalji - Jauhar in the fort - Grand 
entertainment for the Sultan of Gujarat#

An attempt by the Rajputs for the recovery of 
Mandu Maraud ^nal^X taken of by %na Sanga «* a chivalrous
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treatment by the Sana - Sana Sanga once again restores
Mahmud on the throne*

%

#**

Chapter -J£X

EEMTIGSS WITH TEE R&JPUTS

Relations with the Rajput state of Idar - The Raja 
of Idar raided the territory of Gujarat and defeated the 
army underC Xin-ul-mulk - The Sultan marched in person and 

so peace concluded -

Succession dispute in Idar - The Sultan and Rana 
Sanga in the dispute - Sana Sanga in Gujarat - Defeats 
Rislm-ill-mulk - and goes to Visngar - Bis return •

Gujarat attack on Chitor - Long and indecisive 
fight at Mandsore ~ Peace concluded - Some controversial 

points regarding the attitude of Malik >\yaz and Ran a 
Sanga *

Chanter * X .

KBIATIOHS WITH' THE PORTUGUESE:, THE SBOQffD PHASE 
(1511 - 1526)

Introduction - Albuquerque*s appointment and bis
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policy and fall of Goa and its effects - The change in 
the policy of the Saltans of Gujarat towards the Portu­
guese*

f

Embassy from Gujarat to Goa - Albuquerque’s meeting 
with Malik Aylz* 1515*

Albuquerque despatched an embassy to Gujarati 1514- 
Arrival of envoys in Surat and Champaner - Received inst­
ructions from Malik Gopi - The embassy in Ahmedabad - 
Discussion about their demands - Some of them turned down
by the Sultan - Unsuccessful - Return to Goa*

*

Albuquerque succeeded by Lopo Albergaria - succeeded 
by Dlogo de Sequefcra - Reopens the question of Div - 
Arrives at Div,1520 - Malik Ayaz fruatates the Portuguese 
plan - Sequeira renews the attack, 1521 and fails* -

Portuguese Governor and his negotiations with Hiaam 
Shah of Ahmadnagar, against the commerce of Gujarat - 
Failed to change Gujarat policy - Malik Ayaz as the Gov­
ernor of Div - His death in 1521 - His policy.

' * ft »

Chapter_-^XT

LAST DAYS OF SULTAE MUZAFFAR SHAH
An evaluation :
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Family of Sultan Muzaffar Shah - political influ­

ence of Bibi Rani on the Sultan - Prince Bahadur’s flight
from Gujarat - Succession dispute between Sikandar Khan
and Bahadur Khan - The role of Shah SbikbjiuJ the Saiyyid

of Batwa - The reasons given by the Persian chroniclers
for the flight of Bahadur Khan from Gujarat - Bahadur
towards the Worth - Received hospitably by Rana Sanga -
The Prince went towards Delhi - Returns to Gujarat*

Muzaffar Shah II - An appraisal

His accomplishments **• His religious piety - His 

mild nature - His "clemency" might be good point in his 
character but it weakened the Sultanate of Gujarat - Weak 

administration - Rift among the nobles - Rivalry between 
Malik Ayaz and Malik Gopi,

* # *

Chapter^-.XII

MOBILITY MD1R THE SULTAHS ARP THEIR 
PRINCIPALS HOBliRS (1458-1526)

Constitution of nobility s-

Rajputs, Persians, Turks, Abyssinians, Egyptian 
and a Russian - The converted Rajputs and their position 
in the administration of the Sultanate - Malik Gopi, Hai­
l-Ray an "etc, were Rajputs - Malik Aylz was probably a
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Russian*.

Functions of nobility s~

Division of the Kingdom - Appointments of nobles 
on each "Thana" - Administrative and Military powers of 
the nobles - Cobles maintained their own forces - Main 
civil function was to maintain peace and order*

Military duties s-

Army divided into different batches, each under 
individual nobles - The final control of army remained 
with Sultan - The soldiers loyal to their immediate 
majers.

The Principal nobles of the Saltans s-

Malik Ayaz Sultlni — His origin - Bis career -
Bis work as the Governor of Div - His wealth and libr-
ality - His death - Mutsaflz I&iln ~ Davar^ul-mulk -
Malik 4Alim - Khudawand Khan - Malik Saganr - His poll-

Ctical career* Malik Sh|ban - Malik Got>i - His origin- 
political career - Rivalry with Malik Ayaa and bis 
tragic end - Khush Qadam - A noble of Sultan Muzaffar 
Shlh purchased slave•

* • ♦
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Chapter - XUX
SSSSSSSSS535S55SSSSSS5SSS8S5

SAIYYIDS OF B&TM AND THEIR RELATIONS WITH 
THE SULTANS OF GUJARAT (1458 !- 1526)

4— -Ancestary of Saiyyid Shah -41am - Saiyyid Jalal 
Bukhari from Bukhara settled la Punjab - Buried at 
Uchh near Bhavalpur *» He is known as Matodtih^i^ahlniysn 
His influence at Delhi - His successors became the pa­
tron© saints of the independent Sultanate of Gujarat.
M$.t.Jg&^sitgk.^telrlka^e H© ome to Gujarat at
a very young age - Muzaffar Shah I, the Sultan, receives 
him with due honour - Ahmedabad, the new city founded by 
Ahmad Shah,^tfe© blessed by the saint - The Sultan gave 
him Batwa, as a 3agir and since then Batwa became the ; 
residence of Bukblrl Saiyyids#

Shah^Alam : Kis birth - received “Sufi" robe from Sha-
ikh Ahmad Khattu - His relations with Sultan Qutb-ud- 
din - His marriage with Bibi riirkl, the daughter of Jam 
of Sind - His second marriage with Bibi Mugbali, second 
daughter of Jam of Sind and formerly the wife of Sultan 
Muhammad Shah - He becomes a guardian and protector of 
Path l&Sn (Sultan Mahmoud §Kah *r- I) - Dafcd S>bSh and Shah 
^Alam - Mahmoud Shah 1 and Shah ^Alam - His political 

influence during his reign - His death*
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Sal,y,yid Shah Shaikh,iiu and luaaffar Shah - XI * His 
Strained relations with Muzaffar Shah II - The Persian 
accounts of how they corns to an understanding - His 
influence in political life of Gujarat*

• * #

Chapter + XLV

m MAIMS OF THE SOURCES USED XH THIS THESIS 

Classification s-

(1) The Persian ?<©rkst (2) The non-Persian works, 
(5) Foreigners* accounts*

(1) Persian works s The Persian chroniclers compiled dur­
ing the reigns of Sultan Mahmud Shah I and Muzaffar Shah 
II - Bhamimih-i-Ma !ithir-i-J#lahiaud ShaM - its worth as■"ST-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . yr. . . ......-mg.,. ........

a contemporary source hook - Tirikh-l-Muzaffar Shahl themlTTirr«r“ ■ ■ ' . it ii rr -i^rr -t, n ,r- ■. rrinyir imiii.

importance of this chronicle ** its translations in Urdu
CM

«*
and Gujarati - Tarikh-l-Sayin-i-Gu.larat - more a scrap 
book than a historical work - It is valuable for dates - 
Miri^t-i-SikandariL - A note on this work* Taboat-i-Akbari 

Tarikh-i-Firishtah - An Arabic history of Gujarat*

The other Persian works : *Ain-i-Akbarr - Akbaraama 

and Mlrat^i-Ahmadi*«»***M»Mur«irmr r 'ii.n in j ..mmmmimm
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The non-persian histories s- Has Mala «* Bardic account -* 
It gi ves the other side of story.

Handalika Hrina Charitra - Sanskrit poem dedicated to 
Ha Mandalika - The early career of Kaja Mandalika is 
described in it ~ useful source*

Foreigners* Accounts s The works of Dudvico di Varthema 
and Duarte Barbosa are used - Their accounts are based 
on first hand informations - Commentaries - of Affonso 
de ^Lbuquerque - another contemporary work of the period 

in review - we have to depend on this work to know the 
Portuguese activities in Gujarat.

Other important works s-

Pt. O0ha‘s several volumes on the "History of Hajastban” 
have been referred to examine the other side of the story- 
Col. Tod*s "Annals and Antiquities of Ea^asthan", being 
a pioafier work, has been consulted.

• • * #


