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THb FIRST DECADE OF SULTAN MARWUD'S REIGH

Early years of Sultan Habmud's Iife :

Sultan Mahmud wos born in bhe year 849/0ctober 1445
and named Fa‘i;é_gg}gén. He was the grand son of Sulban Ahmad
Shahs His mother was the daughter of Jam of Thatta in Siond.
4n intveresting story of the marrisge éf Huhannad Stah,
which indicates the relations of Sultans of Gujarat with

1 He

the Bukheri Saiyyids of Batwa, is given by sSikandar.
weltes bthat the Jam of Thatvta, gave hisg two daughters,
Bibi Mughali and Bibi mirki, in marriage to Sultes Huba-
mmad Shah II snd Saiyyid Shah Alam, the son of famous
Bulg_hgri Baiyyid Burhén-euei-edi_.n Qutb-f-rf;fam of Batwa. 16

is svated that Bibi :&ug_l;mli was fairer and as a result of
the powsr and the prestige of the Sultéfn, she was given

to him. This led Shah dlan to feel some bitbterne.s and
therefore he complain{ed to his father. The father consoled
Lo his son aad told him that the gueen would ultimately

()
come to him.”

Incidentaly, it happened so Ghat Sulban quitb-ud-din

Ahmad 8hab II succeeded his father Sali;e;i, fuhanmad Shab

1. For nore details "The Relations of the bi%m of Batwa
with the Sultans of Gujarat"

2. MiRAY=] «-SIKANDARI (Trams-Faridi) pp. 3, 27, ([rans
Bayley) tps 153, 156 (hereafter HS.)
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II on the throne of Gujarat. Immediately after he became
hostilé towards his brother Fath Khan, then a minor, be~
cause he 4id not wish to have a possible claiment to his
thrones Hence, the designs of Sulban gutb-ud<«din, forced
Bibi muggali to seek the protection of Baiyyid Sgaﬁ %iam
for hergelf amnd her child. -

Fath Khen, henceforth, was under the care of the
Saiyyid but in the meenwhile Bibi Mirki, the wife of the
Baint disd and so ﬁibi'ﬁusgali was married to Saiyyid
@;éﬁ.giam. This marrisge was resented by Sultan Qutb-
ud-din because he feared tha# this union might lead to
a formid®ble coalitlon against him, Hence this fear
resulted into vengeance against Fath Khan. Further,
probably it was oslso regarded by hism as an undesirable
alliance for his father's widew to. have made.

Various devices were used by Sulban Qﬂ?bu&&rdzh to
secure Fath Khan. PFirst, he tried to get at him by tra-
naferring his residence near the Sainth house. After his
failuﬁe; he tried to get the Prince thyough his gueen
Rupmanjari snd spies. But he did not succeed, éikgndur
informs us that Frinece Fath Khen was saved by the spiri-

tual personality of Shak ‘Alam,”




o2

Sultan éptb-udnﬂin did not succeed in his abtempt,
end after his death, he was succeeded by Daud Shah, who
lacked the qualities of a ruler. After a brief reign of
one menth and sixteen days Bulb@n Daud Sheh had to sbdi~
cate in favour of Fath Khamn. It is interesting to note
bere that Malik Shaban and bis followers engineered this
revolt against Sultan D Ud Shah, Malik Shaban was bhe
follower of Shah’ilam, and probably Shah “Alam owing bo
bis interest in Fath Khan and his sntagonism o Qubb-td-
din Shah, might have influenced Malik Sh-ban to remove
Da’ad Shah from the throns.

After the consent of Bibl Lughall, Prince Fabh
Khan was taken to the Bhadra citadel and declared the
Sulten of Gujerat on Shfban 1, 863/May 25, 1458, The
Sultan at this time was thirteen years old, end from
this time he was known as Mabmud Shah,

Malik §§f%§n, other nobles and trusted persons,
who helped the Sul§55 at the time of his accession,were
revarded with titles, Jagirs and positions in the royal

S5QTViCe.

The Political Condition of Gujarat at the time of his
sccession : ‘

Since the time of Ahmad Shah I, bhe nobles of

Gujarat were divided in several groups. During the
reigns of Sul¢dn Quib-ud-din Shah and Da ud Sheh, this

Peeling became acubte. The incident that followed the
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accession of Sultan Hahmud Shah clearly ihdicates that
Hlalik §ﬁ”§én and Burhaneul=-iulk respectively were thel
leaders of two rival groups. The rival nobles were jea-
lous of each other end so this ¢ £@ction affected the
accession of Sultan Mahmud.

Horeover, the Rajput kingdoms within Gujarat, who
had accepted the overlordship of Sultah Abmad Shah, had
gradually become indepéndent. The control of the Penin-
sula of Saurashtra was vital bub difficult and not yet
secured. 7This lend was divided among a nuaber of petty
Rajput chiefse Junagadh, the ilndependent and powerful
Rajput stronghold was a major challenge to the Sulyans
of Gujarat., Champaner, another powerful Rajput strong~
hold on the north-ecast boundary of Gujafat, was ruled by
the house of Ravals.

The Congpiracy of Webles :

after a few days of his asccessioa, the young Sultan
had to face a serious conspirsey at the hends of some of
the nobles, namely; Kabir-ud~din Sulbani or Bnrpéh~&i«
#ulk, Chand, Ghe son of Ismall or Adud-ul-Hulks; Khwew
jah-ul-iulk or Higam~yl=fulk,

it seems that the real cause of their anﬁiety was
che rise of Malik Sh Dan, Imddd-ul-lulk. Hence they
thought of removing this powegfhl nobleé by misguiding
the Sultan about his intentions and sctivities. They
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informed the Sultan that Malik S@fﬁén ﬁas§planning to de=~

throne him in favour of Shihiab-ud-din Ahmad his own som.
The‘8u1§55, who was too young to judgé this issue, immed-
iately ordered the imprisonment of Malik Shaban..

At night; Malik ﬁbdull%h, the:Superintendent of
Blephant Stables and a frusted servant of the Sultan
approached him and tpld him that the conspirators intended
to raise Hasen Khan # (bhe Sulben's brovher) in his places
The Sultan, at this information, was porpleXed and sought
the guidance of his mother Bibi Mughali. Other trusted
nobles viz. Haji Malik Guald. end Melik Iseni were also
called in by the Sulban.

Next morning in the durbar, the Sultan ordered
Sharf-ul-nulk o present Malik %yﬁﬁén before him. The
guards in charge of Malik ggﬁSén, being under the orders

of the conspiractors, Gid not ¢arry out the orders. The

4, The Persian chroniclers differ regarding this name.
Sikondar writes Habib Khan (#.8. Trans. (F) pp. 42-44)
Tabgat-i=ikbari~ Trans (De) (hereafter TA) Tarikh~i-
E;xigp@éﬁ (hereafter TP) (Text) snd Cambridge History
of India III (hereafter CHI~IILI) write Hasan Ehana
E&ri%@éh writes that Hasan Khan was the brother of
Sultan Mabmud ~ TF - Text, IV, 1I, p. 381,
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Sultan then himeelf went to the "parpuliya Gate"  of
"Bhadra Citadel" where Malik Shaben was coufined and
freed hima

The servants of the disloyal nobles, finding the
chenge in Sultan Mehmyd's attitude, submitted to the

‘Sul*ggn while others escaped from the scens.

Sult an_fghnad masterg the situation :-

The nobles at the fallure of their plan collected
a large army and marched towards the Bhadré €itadel from
the "Pin Darwazeh®, The Sultsan on bthe other hand bad by
comparison a small number of soldiers o meet the chall-

ERES «

BSome of the experienced nobles, thought it inadvi-
sable to face a supericr force and advised the SBultan to
~ escape by way of Sabapmebi and there after collecting a
large army to abttack the enemy. The Sultan refused to
accept this suggestion and se they advised him to charge
with elephants, which he did. This created confusion and/
disorder in the enemy force, for 1t was difficult for
them %o menoeuvre in the noarrow strocts againﬁt) the
advancing elephant force. The lavge army, bhereiore, Was
dispersed, while others submitted and the conspirators
fled to different places.

‘&, TF (Text) IV, II ppe 38584 (Trans-Briges IV ppe47-48,
MaSs Trons (F) ppd2-45, Ti-Trens (DE)-I1I, pp:258~242.



Ihe Fate of the Conspirators i~

Hisem~ul-Mulk £led towards his brother Rukn-ud-din,
who was the Kotwal of Paban. Kebir-ud-din during his
fiight was killed by a Rajpub Garasiys in Sabarkanths
and hie head Was senb o the Sultan and placed on the
city gates, a rather brutal cusbom of the age. Burhan=al-
Mﬁik was caught in Fathpur by an eunush, while on his way
back to Abmedabad from Sarkhea, He was ordered to be tra-
mpled to dsath by an elephent, Meulana &g&@ra~€1~Mulk
was impriscned and sent to DiN, but was perdoned later

and given a Jjagir at the reguest of Malik ﬁgﬁﬁﬁh.
. ‘ o .
The Rebellion, ite couses & fonsequences -

The factions smong the nobles was the important
factor in this rebellion. The rivalry among the nobles
was not an unknown thing in this agé. The enmity of now-
bles, might have, possibly, increased during the reigns
of Sulyans Qutb-hd-din end DA 4 Shah. At the seme time
it may also be that tﬁe rebel nobles hgd:possiblg held
high positions during the reigns of the previous  two
Sultans. The accession of Suiﬁéh Mahmud on the throne
" was victory of the rival groups The larger part of the
army was under their control and the Sul?é; was youngs
S0 they took the advantage of this situation to over -
throw their rivals.

it also appears that the nobles were of different

racial origin and since this factor acted as a uniting
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facterj amongst them, it also led to the Fformation of
groups 1.6 |

It is very likely; that the gradual rise of ﬁalik
%gfﬁén, was envied by other nobles of high origin,
Though he was not removed from his office in the first
instance, we are informed that he willingly retired in
1461, 7This reason appears unconvencing for iﬁ hardly
agrees with the normal attitude of the nobles of +this
ages The Persian chroniclers informsus that he retired
due to the old a$§.7 ?robéblé this story might have
been the popular one, but it does not appear to be the
whole truths The later history of Sulten Ma@mﬁﬁ‘ Shah
indicates that sfter the departure of Malik Shioan,
Khudawené Ehsn Melik %E}im, Muhafiz gpé&:géher nobles
of high origin came bo power. The rise of Malik SHaban
may then be a factor in thié rebellionas

snother notable feature of "the insurection of
the nobles", was that the Sultan at an eérly age showed
unusual courage intelligence and resdy-wittedness which
enabled him to master the situation with the limited
means abt his disposal. The virtues and valour, which
the Sultan showed during the course of war, belped hinm
in esbebliching his power over his nobless Barring one
or tWo stray instences, we find that the Sultan, inspite

Oe BS ~ Trans (E‘) 1D 88‘8‘?;
Ihid

7+ MS—~—Zrame—(F) ppe 86-87+
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of his frequent absence from the capital, was asble ¢to

maintain peace and order there.

Sulten Mahmud I may be eriticised for his cruel
punichments during the course of rebellion, though if
his setione are to be judged in the light of circumstas
nces, it wss pnecessary and was demanded by the age hbe
lived in.s Besides, he was not wholly responsible £fox
this harsh policye It was the charactexristic ¢f  the
medieval age. Therefore the Sultzh may be judged too
harshly when he followed this ¢cmmon policy fér nainta~
ining peacs aud ordelr. i

Phe Digbribution of Jagirs snd Gitles -

‘éfter ﬁhis event the titles and Jagirs were dist-
ributed emong the faithful nobles by the Sultan. HMalik
Shaben entitled ‘In3d<ul-Mulk was entrusbed the office
of the wazarat. Halik Haji wag asppointed as Muhbtasib,
with the title of ﬁ@ud»ﬁl~%nlk. among the others given
titles were Malik Bahg-ud-dln Tughan and Malik Isa
Hallk Sareng a noble of Raﬁpﬁt origin:g;ven was the title
of Hukhlis-fl-Yulk end laber on known as Giwdm-ul-Eiiik,

GUIARAT, MATWA & THE NIZAMSHAHT STATE OF DECCAN

MMWW

In 865/ WM61=62, the Sultan went on a hunting trip
towards the Soubth and encamped near the river Khari, a
fow miles from Ahmedsbad, Here he received a letter from

Sulten Nizaw Shah of Descan, for assistance against
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Sulgéﬁ Hahmad ggalji, the smbitious ruler of Melwa, who
was then on his way to Deccan, ab the instigation of
Nigaw<alstulk Ghorl, Nizam-il-tiulk Ghoti, during the
rezgn of Sultan Humayun Shah the predﬂcesgar of Nizam
Shah had fled from %she Deccan,y to escepe the anger cof
that Sulfan ond had taken shelter in Malwa,®

Meanwhile Sultan Humayan Shih died sad Nizin Shah
became the Sultan with Mahmid Gawah or Khwajsh Jehsh,
the celebrated noble of Deccan, as the regents This gave
an epportunity to mizam»ul~§aulk Ghom ri to invade Deccan
with the belp of Mahmud B_:_x_:xalaz. of Helwas.

Sulten labuad Shah I acceded to the request and
marched with a large army as far as Handarbare It is ob-
vious that Sulten Mehmud's decicion was politically moti-
vateds Since the times of Atmed Shah the velations of
Halwa and Gujaral were not cordial. The rulers of both
the kingdoms were eXpansionists and therefore they took
opposite sides in the disputes which arose. The Malwug
Sulfsn, for instance, Hoghang Shah, during Ahmad Shah's
wars against Rejput principalivies within Gujarat, helped
the Ragputs. This policy of Melwa Sultans continued in '
the reign of Sultan Mufpmad Shah, who was at wer with

8. 3 =~ Trans (F) ppe50., T4 - Trons (DE) ~III, 243
Bombay Gazebtteexr -~ Vol.I (hersafter Bom, Gaz) Pl
Pos 24445, CHI Vole III, pp.504, TP—Prens (Brisss)
Iy—pp227,
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Raval Gengdas of Champaner. Similarly sui't;a'ﬁ Mghmud
Ehal ji attacked Gujarat during the reign of Sultan
Qubb-ud=-din Shah in 1451, 7

Strategically, it was in the interest of the Sulm;n
of Gujarat Uo help Khandesh in mainteining its independence
a8 a buffer between malwa,‘ Gujarat and Bahsmanides, on the
Southern frontier.

The Course of the Har =

After reaching Nandarban, sul"q;ia Mahmud, encamped
there to watch the movements of the Sulban of Malwa, Here,
he recelved a second lebber from Nigam §ha‘h, stating that
ggwésaﬁ Jahdh Turk and Sikendar %han Bukhari, two of the
Bahamani nobles, had been forced to retive with their
naster in the fortress of Bidar after an unsuccessful
battle with the SBulban of Malwas In this engagement
Sultan Mahmud Khalji had alse lost k& two of bis generals
Mahsbat Khan, the governor of Chanderi and z;’émr-és.*mak
one of his minisbers. This wag a serious loss for the
Sultan of Malwa snd hence he did not press the advantage
afresh., In the meanwhile, Khwajah Jahan Turk, who comme
anded the centre of the army of Deecanr',;. carried awsy the
young Sulg‘én in the )fex't of Bidar. On this, Sulgan Ma}fgnfud
of Malwa collected the force w#nd beseiged the fort. By
this time Mshmud Gawan collected a large force to raise

9. TF - frans |Briggs] IV ppe 2TEFTS, 40, 41,
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the seige. According to Firishtsh Sultan Mahnid Khaljl
gave up the seige of the fort because of the hot weather.m

On receiving this news, Sulton Mshmud marched towards -
Bidars On his way to Bidar, he received Khwajah Jahan
Turk near Thalner. The meeting of Gujarat and Deccan ar-

. migs at Thalner, forced Mabmid Khalji to retreat from
Bidar to Mendu, for he feared the possibility of the
Joint atback of the armies of Gujarat and Deccan on his
capitals The siege of Bider was raised bub the usual rous
te to Mzlwa was closed end hence Mahmud Khaljl hed to re~
‘treat by the dangerous and wild Gondwansh reute, '’ in the

. course of which ke and his zrmy suffered greatly.

The expedition against Hahmbd Ehalji of Malwa in
Deccan,y according to Sikundar, was made at a heavy cost.
The author stetes that the Sultan had to spend the whole
revenue of Gujarat after the maintenance and sgquipments
of the samy. "No king had sent such forces in any dire«
ctlon.” 12
Sulf;é’n Iﬁg}}mﬁd K_g‘al;ii abbtacks Deccan again s-

In 867/1463 A+Ds Sultan Nizam Shah sgain appealed
to Mahmid Sheh egeinet the Melwa Sultin, who had invaded
Deccan for the second times This %ima’Sultan Mehm@d Khalji

40: TP~ Trens (Brigge) IV, ppe2ef.H9-5)
11. Ibib (Text) IV, II pp. 384-85
12, uS - Trans (F) p. 51.
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had reached s& far as ﬁaulatabaﬁq13 {n the receipt of

the letter, Sultdn Mahmud Shéh, marehed with a well-
equipped army towsrds Sulbtanpur. Oo hearing the march
of the Sultan of Gudarat,‘sulgéhumanmﬁﬁ Kgalai aidecne&

" bis plen and withdrew to hig capitval, possibly because

of the bitter edperience that he hed in the past. Sul-
Yon Mehmid alse reburned bo Ahmedsbad from where he is
said to have written to Sultan Mahmad Khalji, "your sction
is sgainst the law of Islams If you again invade lbeccan,
I shall on bhis side attack Mandu; bake therefore ‘your

choice " L

THE GONQUEST OF BAHROT, PARNERA & DUN s

_ In 1465, Mabmud sent his army to Northern Konkan to
capbure the forte of Parnera amd Barhot and the sea~port
town of Daman,qs all of which were ©ill then, in the hands
of Rajput kKings. These rulers were fzeqpén#ly engaged in
piratical activities on the seg-coast and they attacked

the Gujarat vessels.

1%+ Tbid, pe51, TA - Trans (De) pps24i-45, Bom, Gaz« Vol
I, part I, pe245, CEI, III, States that Khaljl pene-
trated no fﬁrthar then the Korthern confines of Taile
angana, pp«304=05, 7 (Text.) IV,II, ps 385 BR

e B3 ~ UIvens (F) peSt

15 Persian chrgniclers give these nanme differently Sika-
pdar writes Bacadar H1ll fort (S YTrans P pe 51).
Nigdn-ud-din writes Bowar €TA - (@rand - (@ III, pp.
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On hearing the advance of the Sultah, the pirates
with fheir leaders took refuge in the hill fort of Bahrot
or Bawar. The Sulten oxossed by the difficult way to
Barhot or Bawar and encamped in the vieinity of the fors.
After a sharp struggle, the Sulpen captured the fort, for-
¢cing the enemy to submit. and pay the tribute., On this

acknowledgment, they were pardoned.

This episode is net very importent in iteelf, and

briefly treated by the Persian chroniclers. It is never-
.theless important as it is connected witp the early hig~
tory of Parsis in Gujarab. | B

The Sack of Senjan s-

-~ It was in the course of this eXpeditlon or parhaps
in 1491, that the Sulb%an's generals destroyed the old

parsi colony of Sanjen end a principality of a Hindu Ruler

15¢  ppe24G~247). Daman is also spelt differently by

eontd them, Sikander writes Dun and Dahanu elearly.
Profe Gommiasariat'ana Haig call it Daman. I
"un® ig corrvect then it is wrong o identify it
as Damans Dahanu and Daman are egui-distant from
Sanjan. Bawar might be the variant of Bahrot.
Firishtah writes Bawar snd Dun Sunder between

Gujarat and Konkan, TF - {(Text) IV,II, p.585.
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Jeddi Rana« This king snd his Yarsi subject veliantly
defended Sanjen, when it was abbtacked by the Sulten's
general Alp Khen, The details have been recorded in
wissahei-Banjean, a ehh@niele in persian, writfen by a
priest Behmsn Kaikobad Sanjana ot Navsari in the year
1599,

The Parsis landed in Inpdia on their flight fyom
Persia 0 escgpe the persecutign of their relision by
the Aragb. They first settled at the port of Jiu and later
near Sanjan. 7The exiles were hospibably received by Jeo=
ddi Rana, the ruler of Sanjan and the surrounding tervi-

toxry s

According to the author 1,400 horsemen clad in
steel armour anditheir leader Adrdeshar led the host of
Rajs to war against the forces of Hahnud Begada." 16

In the begioning Alp Khih was repulsed bub he obe
tained reinforcements snd resigned to the attack, Ardew
shar was wounded. Jeddi Rana and his aﬁmy‘was completely
routed, Alp Khah ravaged the town afber his vicetorys The
Parsis £led with their sacred fire Ho the hill, fort of

Barhot sndé from there they went to Vansde, Ravsari,Bulsar

164+ S, Hodiwala = Studies in Parsi History pp.92-117.
guoted also in Prof, Commissariat, History of
Gujarat Vol. L. p. 181.
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and ultimately to waadaaw ‘

SULTAN D HELPS USMAN KHAN TO RYCOVER THE
THRORE OF JHALORE

The Persian historians are silent about some events
that took plece during the early years of Sultan Mabmud's
reign. This hes been recoxrded in’ the history of Palanpur
State. ‘

The independent State of Jhalore was st that time
under the sway of Cheuban Rajputs. MNalilk Sher Khan, the
leader of the Lohani Afghans, came from Bihar and was em-
ployed by the Rajput King in bthis Kingdom. The Chauhan
| Rajputs of Jhalore apd the Rethods of Marwar were not on
good berms. Once the Rathod king invited Visasldev Chauhan
o his place and killed him. Jhalore was then brought
under the Rathods of Marwar. Visaldev's widow sought the
help of Melik Khurram, bhe Af@ha’i, in recovering the lost
kingdoms Later, this Afghan betrayed the widew and esto-
blished an independent Huslim State in Jbalore in 13%4
AsDes Zafar Khan, the Governor of Gujerat helped him in
this plan.'® Hence; the relations of Gujarat with the
Muslim State of Jhalore were frinedly, since its incepbion.

1?. Ibids
18, Sir Teley Mubammad Kheny History of Palaapur
State (Gujs Text) pr 11915,
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In 1461, Usman Khan of Jhalore came to Gujarat and
asked Sultan Mahmid te help him against his brother Malik
Salary who bad seized the throne and driven him out. The
Sulten kept the Frince in the capital and cslled the army
to sssemble. The Sulban was successful in recovering
Jhalore. He also capbured Bhinmal, Sachar, Satyapur and
restored Usmdn Khan to its throne. As a token of special
favour he conferred upon him the title of Zubdat-dl-Hulk,'?

19, fThe Title of Zubdat-ul~iilk granted to Usman Khén
was corrupted in the Marwari language into "Zubdal"
or “Jabdal'" and in later years it was common when
any ruler emulated the greatness of Usman Khan, to
deserifflp him as a "Second Jabdal®, prof. Commiss-
ariat -~ History of Gujarat Vols. I pe 178 n, also
Sir Teley Muhammad Khén, History of ‘Palanpur State
(Gud. bext) psl3 n. ' .



