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Barf.? years of Sultan Mahmud*a Life ;

Sultan Mahmud was born in the .year 849/October 144-9 
and named Fat$j^haa. He p/as the grand son of Sultan Ahmad 

Shah. His mother was the daughter of Jam of Thatta in Sincl. 

An interesting story of the marriage of Muhammad Shah,

which indicates the relations of Sultans of Gujarat with
— — <1 

the Bukhari Saiyyids of Batwa, is given by Sikandar. Me

writes that the Jam of (Thatta, gave his two daughters,

Bibi Mughali and. Bibi Mirki* in marriage to Sultan Muha-

mmad Shah II and Saiyyid shah Alam, the son of famous
— _ - C —

Bukhari Saiyyid Burhan-ud-din ^utb-i-Alam of Batwa. It 

is stated that Bibi Mughali was fairer and as a result of 

the power and the prestige of the Sultan» she was given 

to him. fhis led Shah Alaa to feel some bittern©•■.s and 

therefore he complained to his father. The father consoled, 

to his son and told him that the quean would ultimately
pcome to ilia.

Incidertaly, it happened so that Sultan ^ubb-ud~din 

Ahmad Shah II succeeded his father Sultan, Muhammad Shah
■— ---------- ----------—  —---------- *—— —.................. iNinb—~~—1—
1. For more details ’’The delations of the Sjwds of Batwa

with the Sultans of Gujarat’* ^
2. MXHAl'-I -SIIvAMBAHI (frans-Faridi) pp. 3, 2?,, ('Irons 

Bayley) pp. 133, 136 (hereafter M«S.)
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XI ©n the throne of Gujarat. Immediately after he became 

hostile towards his brother Path Khan, then a minor, be­
cause he did not wish to have a possible olaiment to his 
throne* Hence, the designs of Sultan qutb-ud-din, forced 

Bibi Mughali to seek the protection of Saiyyid Shah Mm 
for herfelf and her child*

Path Khan,, henceforth, ©as under the car© of the 
Saiyyid but in the meanwhile Bibi Mirki, the wife of the 

Saint died and so Bibi Mughali was married to Saiyyid 
Shah Alam* This marriage was resented by, Sultan <4utb- 
ua-din because he feared that this union might lead to 
a formidable coalition against him* Hence this fear 

resulted into vengeance against Path Khan* Purther, 
probably it was also regarded by him as an undesirable 
alliance for his father*s widow to have made*

Various devices were used by Sultan Qutb-ud-din to 
secure Path Khan• First, he tried to get at him by tra­
nsferring his residence near the ^aintfe house • After his 

failure, he tried to get the Prince through his queen 
Hupman^ari and spies. But he did not succeed, Sikandar 
informs us that Prince Path Khan was saved by the spiri- 
tual personality of Shah Alam*p

5* M»S* Trans (B) Gp *clt * 155# 15&«
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Sultio Qjutb-ucL-din aid not? succeed in his attempt, 

and after his death, he was succeeded by Baud Shah, who 
lacked the qualities of a ruler. After a brief reign of 
one month and sixteen days Sultan Baud %iah had to abdi­
cate in favour of Path Khan. It is interesting to note 
hero that Malik Shl'ban and his followers engineered this 
revolt against Sultan Da'ud Shah. Malik Sh^ban was the 
follower of Shah^Alam, and probably Shiah JAlam owing to 

his interest in Path Khan and bis antagonism to Qutb-ud- 
din Shib,, might have influenced Malik Sh*ban to remove 
Ba*ud Shah from the throne.

After the consent of Bibi Mughali, Brine© Path 
Khan was taken to the Bhadra citadel and declared the 
Sultan of Gujarat on Shj^oan 1, 863/May 25* 1458. fhe 

Sultan at this time was thirteen years old, and from 

this time he was known as Mahmud Shah.

Malik Sh ban, other nobles and trusted persons, 

who helped the Sultan at the time of his accession,were 
rewarded with titles, Tagirs and positions la the royal 

service *

She Political Condition of Gujarat at the time of his 
accession"? ’

—«* tm

Since the time of Ahmad Shah 1, the nobles of 

Gujarat were divided in several groups. During the 
reigns of Sultan Qutb-ud-din Shah and DaVd Shah, this 

feeling became acute. l*he incident that followed the



33
accession of Saltan Mataaud shah clearly indicates that 
Malik 8h ban and Rurhan~ul~Mulk respectively were the 
leaders of two rival groups* fho rival nobles were jea­
lous of each other and so this $ ffction affected the 
accession of Sultan Mahmud*

Moreover, the Rajput kingdoms within Gujarat, who 
had accepted the overlordship of Sultan Ahmad Shah, had 
gradually become independent* I’fae control of the Penin­
sula of Saurashtra was vital but difficult and not yet 
secured, l'his laud was divided among a number of petty 
Rajput, chiefs* Junagadh, the independent and powerful 
Rajput stronghold was a major challenge to the Sultans 
of Gujarat. Champaner, another powerful Rajput strong­
hold on the north-east boundary of Gujarat, was ruled by 
the house of fiavals •

2?he. Conspiracy of Hobles s
After a few days of his accession, the young Sultan 

had to face a serious conspiracy at the hands of some of 
the nobles, namely* Kabir-ud-dih Sultabi or Burhan-ul- 
Mulk, Chand, the son of Ismail or ‘Adud-ul-Mulk j Khwa- 
jah-ul-Mulk or Hisam-ul-fiulk.

It seems that the real cause of their anxiety was 
the rise of Malik Sh ban, Imaud-ul-Mulk• Hence they 
thought of removing this powerful nobles by misguiding 

the Sultan about his intentions and activities • Ihey •
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informed the Sultan that Malik Sh/ban was* planning to de­

throne him in favour of Shihab-ud-din Ahmad his own son* 
The Sultan, who was too young to ^udge this Issue, immed­
iately ordered the imprisonment of Malik Sh^baku

At night, Malik Abdullah, the Superintendent of 
ISLepfaant Stables and a trusted servant of the Sultan 
approached him and told him that the conspirators intended 
to raise Hasan Klian ^ (the Sultan’s brother) in his place* 

She Sultan, at this information, was perplexed and sought 
the guidance of his mother Bibi Mughali. Other trusted 
nobles vis* Ha^i Malik Quilu and Malik Xsaai were also 
called in by the Sultan*

Mexfc morning in the durbar, the Suit Si ordered
9 Q. i -Sharf-ul-aulk to.present Malik Shfban before him. She 

guards in charge of Malik Shfcban, being under the orders 

of the conspiractors, did not carry out the orders* The

4. The Persian chroniclers differ regarding this name*
Sikandar writes Habib Khan (Id*9* 'Trans, (f) pp* 42-44) 
Tabqat-i-Akbari- Trans (Be) (hereafter TA) Tarikh-i- 
Pirishtah (hereafter TP) (Text) and Cambridge History 
of India III (hereafter CHI-III) write Hasan Khan* 
Piri^ah writes that Hasan Khan was the brother of 
Sultan Mahmud - TP - Text, IV, IX, p* 281.
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Sultan then himself went to the "farpuliya Gate” of 
"Bhadra Citadel" where ttalilc %*ban was confined and 

freed him*

fhe servants of the disloyal nobles, finding the 
change in Sultan Mahmud*s attitude, submitted to the 
Sultan while others escaped from the scene#

Sultan Mahmud masters the situation i-

fhe nobles at the failure of their plan collected 
a large army and marched towards the Bhadra Citadel from 
the "fin Sarwazah". She Sultan on the other hand had by 
comparison a small number of soldiers to meet the chall­

enge*
Some of the edspesienced nobles, thought it inadvi­

sable to face a superior force and advised the Suit5a to 
escape by way of Sabarmati and there after collecting a 
large army to attach the enemy * The Multan refused to 
accept this suggestion and so they advised him to charge 
with elephants, which he did. fhis created confusion and 
disorder in the enemy force, for it was difficult for 
them to manoeuvre in the narrow streets against the 
advancing elephant force * fh© large army, therefore, was 
dispersed, while others submitted and the conspirators 
fled to different places. ^

m (fe-st) IV, II pp. 3S>84 (frans-Briggs IV pp .47-48,, 
Irons (F) pp .42-45, fA-Irans (BE)-III, pp*238-242.
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The gate of the Conspirators s-■iinwrmiu.ij.rr- *- imi mr'-fir~ r.r rir /

Eisam-ul-Mulk fled towards his brother Eulm~ud~din, 
who was the Sotwal of Pat an* Kabir-ud-dln during his 

flight was killed by a Rajput Garasiya in Sabarkantha 
and his head was sent to the Sultan and placed on the 
city gates, a rather brutal custom of the age* Burhaa-ul- 
Mulk was Caught in Fathpur by an eunuch, while on his way 
back to Ahmedabad from Sarkbez, He wa3 ordered to be tra­
mpled to death by an elephant. Mauiana Khidra-ul-Mulk 

was imprisoned and sent to Ditf, but was pardoned later '
and given a jagir at the request of Malik ShfeTan*

o.The Rebellion, its causes & Consequences s-

f he factions among the nobles was the important 
factor in this rebellion. The rivalry among the nobles 
was not an unknown thing in this age. The enmity of no­
bles, might have, possibly, increased during the reigns 
of Sultans Qutb-ud-din and Da u& Shah. At the same time 
it may also be that the rebel nobles had possibly held 
high positions during the reigns of the previous two 
Sultans. The accession of Sul tail Mahmud on the throne

• • t

was victory of the rival group* The larger part of the 
army was under their control and the Sultan was young*
So they took the advantage of this situation to over - 
throw their rivals*

It also appears that the nobles were of different 
racial origin and since this factor acted as a uniting



factor^ amongst them, it also led to the formation of
6groups.

It is very likely, that the gradual rise of Malik 
SbjfSan, was envied by other nobles of high origin. 

fhough he was not removed from his office in the first 
instance, we are informed that he willingly retired in 

1461* This reason appears unconvenciag for it hardly 
agrees with the normal attitude of the nobles of this 

age* The Persian chronicler# informsus that he retired 
due to the old age.^ Probably this story might have 

been the popular one, but it does not appear to be the 
whole truth* 2he later history of Sultan Mahmud Shah 
indicates that after the departure of MaUk 8h$W,

i 4*^ — _ A."'* ^
Khudawancl Khan Malik A lim, Muhafiz Khan.other nobles 
of high origin came to power * Ihe rise of Malik SjSban 

may then be a factor in this rebellion*

Another notable feature of "the insurection of 
the nobles”, was that the Sultan at an early age showed 

unusual courage intelligence and ready-wittedness which 
enabled him to master the situation with the limited 

means at his disposal* fhe virtues and valour, which 

the Sultan showed during the course of war, helped him 

in establishing his power over hie nobles* Barring one 
or two stray instances, we find that the Suits®, inspite
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6* IS - frans (F) ip* 86-87* 
7* MS.-^Igrasa-p1) pp* 86-87 f



of Ms frequent absence from the capital, was able to 
maintain peace and order there.

Sultan Mahmud I may be criticised for his cruel 
punishments during the course of rebellion, though if 
his actions are to be judged in the light of circumsta­
nces, it was necessary and was demanded by the age he 
lived in* Besides, he was not wholly responsible for 
this harsh policy* It was the characteristic of the 
medieval age. Therefore the Sultan may be judged too 
harshly when he followed this common policy for mainta­
ining peace and order •

The, Distribution of JaMra and titles

After this event the titles and jagirs were dist­
ributed among the faithful nobles by the Sultan* Malik 
ShXban entitled ;Imad-ul-Mulk was entrusted the office 

of the wazarat. Malik Haji was appointed as Muijtasib, 
with the title of Hdud-ul-Mulk. among the others given 

titles were Malik Baha-ud-din Tughan and Malik Isa 
Malik Sarang a noble of Rajput originjgiven mm the title 
of Mukblis-ul-Mulk and later on known as Qiwaik-ul-Mulk»

GUJARAT, MAIiWA & THE BI2AMSBAB1 STATE OF DBOQM

In 865/ 1461-62, the Sultan went on a hunting trip 
towards the South and encamped near the river Shari, a 
few miles from Ahmedabad. Here he received a letter from 
Sultan Bisam Shah of Deccan, for assistance against
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Sultan Mahmud IChalyi, the ambitious ruler of M&Lwa, who 
was then on his way to Deccan, at the instigation of 
Kiaaa-ul-Mulk Ghori, Bizam-al-Mulk Ghori, during the 
reign of Sultan Humayua Shah the predecessor of Jizam 
Shah had fled from the Deccan, to ©scape the anger of 
that Saltan and had taken shelter in Malwa*8

Meanwhile Sultan Eumayun Shah died sad Hizlra Shah 
became the Sultan with Mahmud Gawan or Ehwagah Jahah, 
the celebrated noble of Deccan, as the regent# This gave 
an opportunity to Hizim-ul-Mulk Ghori to invade Deccan 
with the help of Mahmud EhaL^i of Malwa*

Sultan Mahmud Shah I acceded to the request and 
marched with a large army as far as Handarbar. It is ob­
vious that Sultan Mahmud’s decision was politically moti­
vated, Since the times of Ahmad Shan the relations of 
Malwa and Gujarat were not cordial. The rulers of both 
the kingdoms were expansionists and therefore they took 
opposite sides in the disputes which arose, The Malwa 
Sultan, for instance, Hoshang Shah, during Ahmad Shah’s 
wars against fia^put principalities within Gujarat, helped 
the fiagtputs• This policy of Malwa Sultans continued in 
the reign of Sult^ Mu^ad shah, who was at war with

8* MS - Trans (F) pp*50* TA - Trans <DE) -XXI, 245 
Bombay Gazetteer - Vol*I (hereafter Bom, Gas) P-I 
PP* 244-45. CHI Vol* XXX, pp*304, TF—®raas-(Brii5t5S)
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Haval Gangdas of Champ aner. Similarly Sultan Mahmud 
Kfaalji attacked Gujarat during the reign of Sultan 
Qutb-Ud-din Shah in 1451» 9

Strategically, it was in the interest of the Sultan 
of Gujarat to help Khandesh in maintaining its independence 
as a buffer between Malwa, Gujarat and Bahamanides, on the 
Southern, frontier*

ffhe Course of the filar

. After reaching landarbar, Sultan Mahmud, encamped 
there to watch the movements of the Sultan of Malwa* Here, 
he received a second letter from Ilgam Shah, stating that 
Khwajah Jafaan Burfc and Siksndar Khan BuMiari, two of the 
Bafcamani nobles, had been forced to retire with their 
master in the fortress of Bidar after an unsuccessful 
battle with the Sul tin of Malwa* In this engagement 
Sultan Mahmud Khalji had also lost two of his generals 
Mahabat JQian, the governor of Chanderi and &ahir-ul~Mullc 
one of his ministers* fhis was a serious loss for the 
Sultan of Malwa and hence he did not press the advantage 
afresh* In the meanwhile, Khwljah Jahaa Burk, who comm­
anded the centre of the army of Deccan, carried away the 
young Sultan in the fort of Bidar. On this, Sultan Mahmud 
of Malwa collected the force and beseiged the fort* By 
this time Mahmud Gawah collected a large force to raise

9* Vi - 'Brans priggsg IV pp* Stfi^STtS, 40, 41.
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the seige • According to f&rishtafa Sultan Mahmud Khalil 
gave up the seige of the fort because of the hot weather.^

On receiving this news* Sultan Mahmud marched towards 

Bidar# On his way to Bidar, he received Khwajah dshaa 
2!urk near Ihalner# $h© meeting of Gujarat and Deccan ar­
mies at ihalner, forced Mahmud Khaljf to retreat from 

Bidar to Mandu, for he feared the possibility of the 

joint attack of the armies of Gujarat and Deccan on his 

capital* ifae siege of Bidar was raised but the usual rou­

te to Malwa was closed and hence Mahmud Khaljl had to re- 

treat by the dangerous and wild Gondwanah route, in the 

course of which he and his army suffered greatly•

Mie expedition against Mahmud %alji of Malwa in 

Deccan, according to Sikandar, was made at a heavy cost* 

i’he author states that the Sultan had to spend the whole 

revenue of Gujarat after the maintenance and equipments 

of the army* "Mo king had seat such forces in any dire­

ction."

Sultan Mahmud Khal;ii attacks Deccan again

In 667/1465 A.D. Sultan Mizam Shah again appealed 
to Mahmud Shah against the Malwa Sultia, who had invaded 

Deccan for the second time* ihis time Sultan Mahmud Khalji

10. $F~ irons (Briggs) IV, pp.SSf*. ^ ^

11. Ibib (Text) IV* II.pp. 584-85 
12* MS - Scans (F) p. 51.
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had reached as far as Daulatabad*^ On the receipt of 

the letter* Sultan Mahmud Shah, marched with a well- 

equipped army towards Sultanpur, On tearing the march 
of the Suitaa of Gujarat, Sultan Mahmud Khalil abandoned 

' his pirn and withdrew to his capital* possibly because 

of the bitter easperienee that he had in the past* Sul­

tan Mahmud also returned to Ahmedabad. from where he is 

said to have written to Suit;an Mahmud Ehalji* "your action 
is against the law of Islam* If you again invade heccan,

I shall on this side attach Manduj take therefore your 
choice*” ^

33BB. GQHQUBSl OF BABR03?. PARgSRA & DUK ;

In 1465* Mahmud sent his army to lorthera JKonkan to 
capture the forts of Parnera and Barhot and the sea-port 
town of Daman,^ all of which were till then, in the hands 

of Ba^put kings* Ihese rulers were frequently engaged in 

piratical activities on the sea-coast and they attacked 

the Gujarat vessels*

13* Ibid* p*51, 2?A - frans (De) pp.244-45, Bom* Gas* Vol* 
I* part I, p*245* CEI, III, States that Khalgi pene­
trated no further than the northern confines of I'ail-r 

angana, pp.504-05, S3? (OJext.) IV,II, p* 385 M

14. MS - 'Brans (f) p*51
15* Persian chroniclers give these name differently Sika- 

adar writes Baradar Hill fort (MS 'Iran© F p* 54)*
Hisam-ud-din writes Bawar *^fA - (jran^ - ^ III, pp*
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On hearing the advance of the Sultan* the pirates 

with their leaders took, refuge in the hill fort of Bahrot 
or Bawar. She Sultan crossed by the difficult way to 
Barhot or Bawar and encamped in the vicinity of the fort• 
After a sharp struggle* the Sultan captured the fort, for­
cing the enemy to submit and pay the tribute * On this 
acknowledgment, they were pardoned#

!Chis episode is not very important in itself, and 
briefly treated by the Persian chroniclers* It is never­
theless important as it is connected with the early his­
tory of Parais in Gujarat#

She Sack of Saajan s-

. It was in the course of this expedition or parhaps 
in 1491, that the Sultan’s generals destroyed the old 
Parsi colony of San jan and a principality of a Hindu Euler

15* pp #246-247)* Daman is also spelt differently by 
eontu. them# Sikandar writes Dun and Dahanu clearly • 

Prof* Commissariat and Haig call it Daman# If 
’’Dun" is correct then it is wrong to identify it 
as Daman# Dahanu and Daman are equi-distant from 
Sana an* ^awar might be the variant of Bahrot* 
Pirishtah writes Bawar and Dun Bunder between 
Gujarat and Eonkan* 2?P - (i't’st) IV,11* p*585*
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Jeddi Rana. This Ring and his Pax-si subject valiantly 
defended Seaman* when it was attacked by the Sultan*s 
general Alp %an, She details have been recorded in 
Qlssah-i-Sanjaa, a chhonicle in Persian, written by a 
priest Bahman Kaikobad Santana at Bavsari in the year 

1S99-*
She Parsis landed in India on their flight from 

Persia to escape the persecution of their religion by 
the Arab. fhey first settled at the port of i&u and later 
near Sandan* $he exiles were hospitably received by Je- 
ddi Rana, the ruler of Sandan and the surrounding terri­
tory »

According to the author "1,400 horsemen clad in
steel armour and their leader 4rdeshar led the host of

16Rada to war against the forces of Mahmud Begada."

In the beginning Alp Khan was repulsed but he ob­
tained reinforcements and resigned to the attack. Arcle- 
shar was wounded. Jeddi Rana and his army was completely 
routed. Alp Kh<S ravaged the town after his victory. fhe 
Parsis fled with their sacred fire to the hill fort of 
Barhot and from there they went to ^ansda, Eavsari,Bulsar

16 • S.M., Hodiwala - Studies in Par si History pp .92-117. 
quoted also in Prof. Commissariat, History of 
Gujarat Vol* I, p. 181.
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and ultimately to Gdwada*^

wmm mahmdb helps m&m mm W RKCQVBE 3?SB 
TfIROKE fly JBALOBB

The Persian historians are silent about some events 
that took place during the early years of Sul tin Mahmud’s 
reign* This has been recorded in the history of Palanpur 

State *.
The independent State of Jhalore was at that time 

under the sway of Chauhan Rajputs• Malik Sher Khan, the 
leader of the Lobaui Afghans* came from Bihar and was em­
ployed by the Rajput King in this Kingdom* The Chauhan 
Rajputs of Jhalore and the Rathods of Marwar were not on 
good terms* Once the Rathod king invited Visaldev Chauhan 
to his place aid killed him* Jhalore was then brought 
under the Rathods of Marwar* Visaldev*s widow sought the 
help of Malik Khurram, the Afghan, in recovering the lost 
kingdom* Later, this Afghan betrayed the widow and esta­
blished an independent Muslim State in Jhalore in 129^ 
iUD*. gafar Khan, the Governor of Gujarat helped him in 
this plan."18 Hence * the relations of Gujarat with the 

Muslim State of Jhalore were frinedly, since its inception.

1?. Ibid*
18. Sir Taley Muhammad Khanj History of Palanpur 

State (Guj* Text) pi *11,12»
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In 1461, Usman Qian of Jhalore came to Gujarat and 

asked Sultan Mahmud to help him against bis brother Malik 
Salar* who had seized the throne and driven him out . The 

Sultan kept the frinse in the capital and called the army 
to assemble. The Sultan was successful in recovering 

Jhalore. He also captured fihinmal» Sachar, Satyapur and 

restored Usman Khan to its throne • as a token of special 

favour he conferred upon him the title of Zubdat-ul-Mulk

19 ♦ The Title of Zubdat-ul-Mulk granted to Usman Khan 
was corrupted in the Marwari language into "Zubdal** 

' ' or "Jabdal*’ and in later years it was common when 
any ruler emulated the greatness of Usman Khan, to 
deseril^ him as a "Second Jabdal", prof* Commiss­
ariat - History of Gujarat Vol. Ip* 1?8 n, also 
Sir Taley Muhammad Qian, History of Palaapur State 
(Gu;$ • text) p#i2 n.


