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The Conquest of Junasadh i-

Sauraehtra is branded on the north by the gulf of 
Cutch end on the south and west by the Arabian Sea. Ihe 
gulf of Cambay forms the eastern boundary of the peninsula, 
and between the gulf ©f Cttch and Cambay it lies contig
uous to Gujarat*

STom the earliest times the peninsula of Saurashtra 
was important and valuable for its commerce* She merchants 
from Arabia, lurfcey, H0rthern Africa and South-eastern 
Europe directed their ships and acquired their wealth to 
be obtained from trade with the Indies*

Politically, Saurashtra had remained independent and 
many Rajput rulers ruled over its different parts*

Hence the commercial, political and strategical imp
ortance of Saurashtra attracted the Muslim rulers and they 
considered it as a part of Gujarat, without which their 
territory was incomplete*

tb.Several attempts had been made by the Muslim rulers^* 
conquer it, since the time of Maipaud of Ghazna, but they 
failed to have any lasting effect •

After the beginning of independent Sultanate of
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Gujarat, it tee am© ©tea more important to the Sultans*
The country was rich and therefore Gikandar describes 

it as "cream of Malv/a, Khandesh aid Gujarat and compen** 
dium of all good .... of the world* M ^

The Origin of the Ba*a of Junaaadh a-

The Ba*s of Junagadh treked their origin to Krishna 
and ao their ’Kula* is known as "Yadukula”. They were 

better known as the *Yadu* kings of the Chudasama dyna
sty > formerly their capital was at Vamseaethali or Vanthali, 

situated about fire miles to the ®est of Junagadh.

The word f,dunagadh,t means the "old fort” and the 

story of how it derived the name is some what strange •
It is related that between Gimar hill and Vanthali there 

was formerly a thick jungle, through i&ich it was not 

possible to penetrate* A wood cutter one day managed to 

cut his way through the forest and came to a place where 
stone walls and a gate assisted* The ruling %» being in

formed about this» called the chroniclers and antiquarian 
to identify this place* On the failure of its identifi

cation, the place was known as "Junagadh."

Eemehandracbarya, in Ms Dwavashraya states that 
Ba Graharipu or Grahario I, the fourth king of Chudasama

1* MS - Trans. (B*) p*18Q.
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dynasty* built a fort at tfunag&dh now known as the "Uper 
Kot" 2 Ea Grahripu is said to hate died in A.B. 982. Shis 

fort lies in a commanding position near the town of Juna- 
gadh and west of Girnar Hills* from its walls the whole 
country round it can be seen and in course of time the 
town of Junagadh came to surround it and in its turn was 
surrounded by a strongly fortified wall*, thus making the 
citadel doubly secure*

'fbe story narrated by Sikandar does not contain any 
dates but from the evidence available from the "Dwayash- 
ray a”, it appears that Ea Grahripu founded the citadel•
If this story is true either Grahripu discovered an anci
ent stronghold or else* after he had built the fort, it 
was abondoned and afterwards discovered again by a later 
ruler*

Earl.v life of Ra* Mandalika s-

Raf Mandalika who was to be the laut of the

2* Indian Antiquary IV* p* ?4, Bell Wilberforce 
History of Kathiawad pp* £*H37«

5, prof. Commissariat believes "Mandalika'* as an 
Official title of the Hindu rulers of Junagadh.
It means a feudatory king* History of Guy nr at 

, fart I pp * ftf Hi
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Chudasamas to hold away in S#$. Saurashtra, succeeded Mg 
father^ %* Kahipal IV in It is believed that Ea*

Mahipal IV took much care of his education| and when Ea* 
Mandalika succeeded to the throne., he was skilled in all 
sciences* He was specially proficient in the use of arms#

Before the fall of Junagadh, %* Mandalika, had 
a successful military career. Sangan iadhel the Ea^put 
ruler of Igarka, who failed to send a present on the occ
asion of Ha’s accession, was attacked and defeated by 
him.

r

Shortly after this, the Sultan of Gujarat entrusted 
him to check Du&a, the Gohel chief and his wife*s kinsman, 
who was troubling the borders of Gujarat, As a result of 
this, % Mandalika killed Duda*

She factors responsible for the invasion of dunagadh s- 

PQX3TXCAI* s
Since the times of ila-ud-din Ihaljl different Sul

tans tried to establish their power over the peninsula. 
They succeeded only in establishing temporary authority 
over it. The Eajput princes, after the departure of the 
victorious Sultan, used to become independent again.

At the rise of independent Sultanate of Guyarat, 
the important Eajput strongholds remained hostile and 
unsubdued* Therefore, Ahmad Shah concentrated his efforts
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for their reduction both in Saurashtra and Gujarat*

She strongest ruler in Saurashtra was at this time
(XRa Mel^g of Junagadh. fie had succeeded his brother in 

1400 and established himself in Vanthali* Zafar Khan 
defeated fia Melag but subsequently he regained his capital 
and expelled the Muslim 'JPhanedar• Besides, in Ahmad 
Shah’s reign he harboured the fugitive Shah Malik*

Ahmad Shah proceeded to Junagadh, laying the country 
waste• At Vanthali Ba Melag opposed him but in vain* Hence 
Ra Melag sought for peace which was agreed to by the Sul
tan in October, 1414*

A/'Ibis campaign, by no means, secured the peninsula 
for Ahmad Shah. It merely provided a protection against 
immediate troubles from that side* therefore, it was more 
an assertion of strength than an attempt at conquest* The 
Chudasama ruler, once again regained the control over his 
land, and his successors enjoyed the same till it was 
finally subjugated by Sultan Mahmud Shah in 1470 *

Religious

Besides the Political reasons stated above, the Mus
lim rulers of Gujarat also felt like spreading Islam in 
Saurashtra and the Rajput rulers were obviously an impe
diment •

Ihe attack on Junagadh was partly the result of the
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influence of Saiyyid Shah A law of Batwa on Sultan Mahmud

* i
Shah I. The Saint Jalal Buighari, the father of Saiyyid

t —■qutb-i-AJLam, had placed Saiyyid Sikandar to spread Islam 
in Saurashtra* Mangrol was the seat of his follower* At

i

the time of the conquest of Junagaah Saiyyid Hukn-ud-din 
or Ea3u was holding the Zat of Saiyyid Sikandar*

The Ba of Junagadh was a hurdle in the spread of 
Islam and it was reported to the Sultan that the Muslims 
were harassed by him* Saiyyid Eajju of Mangrol wrote to

— i r\Saiyyid Shah AJLam, at Abmedabad* urging him to persuade 
the Sultan to help him in removing this obstacle# Saiyyid

- (CsShah AJLam in his reply assured him of his blessings in the 
cause of the spread of Islam* Besides its position of
strategical importance, it was the complaint of Saiyyid

f> - -Ra^u which might have promoted Sultan Mahmud to conquer 
tfunagadh*

This view is supported by the fact that the Saiyyids 
of Batwa often placed a magor x»ole in the political issues 
of these uays.^

4* These letters are found out in original by Saiyyid 
Ab#u Zafar Badvi* Its photographs with translation 
are published in Arch^ologic ally quarterly io.3,5*

t*Quoted from Bote H*B* Gujarat no Saqbskritic Itihas
Islam period, p,11, (Gug. Text) pp* 491-95#

5* For more details "The relations of Batwa saints with 
the Sultan" pp*1^€Q4 237-^if7.
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According to Sikandar, the idea of attacking Juna- 

gadh entered the mind of the Sultan as early as 1460, ©hen 
he was on an hunting expedition. In the vicinity of Eapa- 
dwacg he reviewed his army* Then we are informed, the 
Sultan expressed his desire of founding a new city in the 
near future«

Therefore possibly the Sultan might have entertained, 
the desire to conquer Junagadh for long* But before taking 
any action against Junagadh, he dealt with more immediate 
problems of ecu soli dating his power in the mainland* After 
this he turned his attention towards Saurashtra*

First Expedition s 146?

In 1467* military preparations for an attack on Ju
nagadh were begun. The gJasugjbelli, according to Sikandar, 
was that Ba Mandalik was very proud of his safe position 
and was “so much arrogant that he did not consider himself 
any way inferior to that potentate (Sultan)

Advancing from Aha ©lab ad* the Sultan encamped near 
the foot of Gimar Hill* Tughulu^? Khan, the Prince of 
Sind, marched in ahead towards the j&Lll fort. With great 
difficulty, he managed to reach the Karaal passes* Ra 
Mandalik a, removed' Rajput women and children to the fort

6* MS - Trans (B) p* 52 
7» MS——»- Irons (3?)-p *-~52 XhiJL
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Mahabalah as Junagadh was threatened* Saltan .Mahmud 
as he knew of it at once sent a force to hold the pass. 
She defenders were few so a small.force seised a great 
many of the Ba^put families and the provisions Seeing 
this Ea Mandalika made a sally from Upsrkot hut was dri
ven back. fihe Suite’s army after this initial success» 
sacked the city, many temples were destroyed end large 
amount of plunder was secured#

At tails mishap,, the Ea, opened negotiations with 
the Sulten and so peace was agreed upon on the accept
ance of the Sultan*s overlordship by the Ea and the pay-

_ «■meat of tribute. The Sultan returned to the Capital.

The first expedition thus was not a systematic 
attempt et the conquest of dunagadh. It was an assertion 
of strength and a warning of a thing| to come#

The Second Expedition s 1468 s-

Eest in 1468, the Sultan learnt that when la Manda
lika went to worship in a temple, a golden umbrella was 
held over his head and he wore clothes worked with jewels 
of great value. So the Sultan ordered an army to proceed 
to Junagadh and secure the golden umbrella and other 
royal.used by the Ea#

8. MS - Trans (E) p,§2.
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(Che Persian chroniclers give different; and contra

dictory explanations for the use of these royal insignias# 
$hey all agree that the Ra used to put on royal insignias 
but they differ about the way in which they were put on 
by Ha Mandalika.

According to Biaam-ud~dint the Ha visited the temple 
with these signs# "with pride and haughtiness.Firishtah 
writes, M$he King put on the dress as a kingly routine"'?0 

Sikandar says "He (Mandalika) visited his idol temple ... 
in great state and splendour"*^

It seems that the Suit5a was seised with kingly jea
lousy because of the fact of Ha Mandalika, visiting the 
temple in such state and so thought it sufficient reason 
for his attack*

Gn being informed of the arrival of the Suit5a*s 

array with this mission, Ea Mandalika, without any delay* 
handed over these articles, with a large tribute* She array 
then returned to Ahmedabad, and for another brief period, 
respite was granted to Junagadh.

9. 2?A - Sr ana (De) HI, pp. 250-51.
10. W - Seat, IV, II, p. 558
11. MS , ascans (3?), pp* 5^*55*
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The Third Expedition i (1469^1470)

In 1469-1470, the Sultan again led an army against 
Ea Handalika, with a determination of finally annihila
ting this Ea^put State# Shis time, the Sultan had no ob~

*

vious pretext to attack the Ba#

The Ea on hearing of this, went to meet the Sultan
in his camp# He pointed out that he had been an obedient
vassal, and inquired as to why the Sultan was bent ruin-

0

ing a dependent who had committed no fault, The Sultan 
replied that there could be no greater offence than that 
of ’infidelity* and that he should choose between **'ar’ 
and ’Islam*, if he desired to be spared,

cThe gourae of Beige s-

The Ea then took refuge to his citadel bparkot.The 
fort was well provisioned and had been made ready to wi
thstand a protracted seige# A desperate fight took place 
outside the Updrkot, resulting in heavy losses on both 
the sides and the Bajjputs, finding it difficult to hold 
the citadal, retired to the Mil fortress on the Girnar* 
The last phase of the war centred round the seige of Gir
nar. The EaiJputs attacked from all the sides. The royal 
army was posited in different trenches and placed in



57

charge of several nobles* ^AJtamKhan Paruqui, a noble 

was killed, when he ©as attacked by the Hajput soldiers# 
Baring the <x> urse of the seige, fia Mandalika attempted to 
make peace with the Sultan out was rebuffed* She seige 
ended when the provisions in the fort fell short *

‘Ihe Popular belief for the fall of JunaKadh s-

ihe surrender of this inaccessible fortress is tra
ditionally associated with an episode of treason • lla Man
dalika is said to have had a minister Vishal or Vithal, 
whose wife Mohini was very beautiful# It is believed that 
Ha Mandalika forcibly took her away. 'ihe injured husband,
unable to take open revenge, planned in secret the down-

*12fall of his master. When the provisions fell short 
Vishal sent a message to the Sultan that now was the fav
ourable opportunity to take the fortress by assault* She 
Sultan acted on the advice and before long the lia submit- 
tted to him and surrendered the keys of the fortress (De
cember 4, 14?0.) ^

12* Burgess - i%i^h-i-Sorath, p* 117*
15. MS - Itans (B) pp* 184-190* MuiexfeylV, II, p*5S9 

Boss, Sir Dennison 1. An Arabic History of India
P- I, pp.19-21.
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fhis story cannot easily be disbelieved, Shere is 

some historical significance in it. Ea Mandalika had a 

weakness for.women as indicated by the descriptions given 

in Mandalika firipa Charita. The author states that Ra 

Mandalika took his wives with himself even in the naval
"JiL

expedition against Sangana ladhel, the king of Rwarka.

A similar story is also told in an old bardic poem,, 

in which also Ra Mandalika is said to have approached ‘ a 

beautiful Gharan woman, whose righteous anger at the re*»
-IK

suit brought destruction to him. ^

It seems that ths first two expeditious of the Sul

tan on Junagadh were political motivated. In these exp- 

editions was humiliated and his power broken by the 

Sultan* She third expedition to Junagadh was, according 

to the Persian chronicler, due to the religious bias 
of the Sultan. Religion was not the only motive which 

prompted the Sultan to invade Junagadh. Sikandar gives 

a religious colouring to the c^aopaign, in order to exalt 

his patrons, the S^yids of Batws. She Sultan had no 

valid reason to attack the Ea for the third time* However,

14-. Valenkar H.D. Ra Mandalika Iripa Charita
(Bombay Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, 199!?)

Vj* ¥alenkar, H.D. Op. Git, p,95 
16, MS - 'Scans (F),^p. 5^55*
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it is to be noted that when Ha pleaded for his innocence, 
and faithfulness, the Sultan replied that he was an ‘’in
fidel”. Ehis apparently leads us to believe that reli-

i

Sion played a determinant role in this expedition. It
e-

is very clear from the Conversation between the Sultan 
and the Ha, that religion was used as a means for the 
political end*

Ehe conversion of Ba Mandalika t-

Ehe Persian chroniclers give different versions re
garding the conversion of Ha Mandalika to Islam* After 
the fall of Junagadh, the Ra was made a xfcisoner* His 
life was spared, but at the sacrifice of that which to a 
Rajput is dearer than life itself * At the command of the 
Sultan, Ea Mandalika accepted Islam.

Hisam-ud-din writes that Ra Mandalika was sent to 
Shah Shams-ud-din of Una, and here, he was instructuae^d 
in the tenets of Islam. ^ Sikandar writes that Ra Man

dalika was converted after his arrival at Ahmedabad during
— c~ ~sa visit to the saintly Shah A lam. Ehis does not appear 

plausible and is evidently introduced by the historian to 
glorify the Bukhari Saiyyids of Batwa.

It seems that the Ra*s conversion to Islam was not 
due to influence of Muslim, saints either of Una or of

1?. EA - Iran a (HE) III, pp* 25^-255*
18* MS - Scans (F), pp* 57-58
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Batwa* It was not a voluntary change of faiths, w© are 
told, by Sikandar himself that whenever the Ra thought of 
Girnar and his past glory, he "sighed and wept,^

Award of titles and Jarirs to the Chudaaama 
Ruler and his family *-

Ea Mandalika, after his conversion to Islam,, rece
ived the title of Khan Jjahan, Ra Mandalika1 s family re
ceived the title of Bat Zadahs and his, son Bhupatsingh

20was given jagir of Bagasara - Chovisi near Mangrol.

Junasadh renamed Mustafabad and its importance henceforth:

After the conquest of Junagadh, the Sultan beauti
fied it and renamed it Mustafabad. His religious zeal 
led him to make it; a new capital from which to propagate 
the tenets of Islam in the whole peninsula* He, therefore, 
invited Saiyyide and men learned in the doctrines of the 
faith from the mainland and settled them in Mustafabad,

19* MS - Trans (F) pp.57-59 and Trans (B), pp.1S9, 190,
193 and n. .

20* According to the author* of Tarikh—i-Sorath (Burgess) 
the dynasty of the Ra was allowed to continue for 
another century as tributory jjagirdars at Juaagadh, 
under the control of the governor or Thaiedars of 
Sorath appointed by the Gug.arat Sultans« p*131.

21. MS - Trans (F) pp *58-59 also (39.ppm491-19S« AM tyc/3i

60

pp. /?/ ~tii
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During his reign MustaBabad became a mint tom and coins 
struck here bear the name, "Mustafabad”*

It was henceforth the headquarter of the deputy for 
Sorath both for Ihalsah lands and for receiving tributes 
from subsidiary chiefs of the peninsula*

The conquest of dunagadh was one of the most import
ant events of this reign* •

first, the fortifications on Gimar hill were very 
strong and almost impregnable* Various attempts had been 
made by the Ha^put and Muslim rulers of Gujarat to conquer 
these lands but without success* Therefore, it is not small 
credit to conquer such a well protected fort at a time when 
the weapons of the war were limited* It was also a notable 
feat to reduce such a powerful BajJput family*

Besides, Sultan Mahmud Shah selected this place as 
his second capital, For the administrative efficiency of 
the peninsula, this was a proper choice of the Sultan.

A deputy was appointed to remain at this headquarter*
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SACK Off KOTA I-

After the conquest of Juaagadh, Khalil Khan (later 
Muaaffar Shah II) was placed as the deputy in Sorath and 
during his rule he had an occasion to march against Kuva, 
in the north-east of the peninsula, when its Jhala ruler 
Vaghooi rebelled against the newly founded authority. The 
two armies met near Saidpur, six miles north of Dhranga- 
dra and a serious engagement took place, in which the 
royal forces were defeated* Khalil Khan then asked for 
help from his father, who advancing with a large force 
heseiged Kuva.

Vagho^i resisted Valiantly but his provisions were 
exhausted, which made him lead a desperate last attack 
from the fort* In this Vaghoai was killed* Kuva was 
sacked and seised from tint date it ceased to be the Jhala

Dp —Capital* The Sultan established a military "Thana" at 
this place.

Its fate created a great impression among the Jhalas 
so much so that not only was that place ab^idoned as a 
capital, but an impression "Euva-no-Kher" (i*e* the cata
strophe of Kuva) became proverbial among them for any 
great misfortune* This egression still continues•

22* The Jhalas were first settled at Patali in the H»E. 
of the peninsula, but their capital changed succ
essively to Mandal, Kuva and Halt ad until in 1730 
Dhrangadra was built*
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It is believed that Vaghoji died with his seven sons 

in this catastrophe and the eighth son Ba^odharai founded 
Halavad in 1408, which became the capital of the Jbalas*^

CtllQg MB Q1WD (1472-1475)

The Revolt of Samara and Sodfaas of Gutch
From the confused and meagre account available, it 

appears that in 1472, the two tribes Sodha and Sumara of 
Cutch, caused troubles on the borders of Gujarat* Sultan 
Mahmud Shah, who was in Mustafabad at this time was info- 
rmed about these disturbance and hence he marched against 
them* She Sodhaa and Sumaras were ©aperb archers and were 
numbering more than the Sultan *s army*

Mahmud easily defeated them inspite of their super
ior numbers and as the tribesmen followed Islam without 
any proper knowledge of their faith so a£Sultan’s orders, 
the leading men of each tribe were sent to Junagadh, to be 
there instructed in the doctrines of their faith*

Believes the Jam Hiaam-ud-din from trouble s-

From Gutch, the Sultan crossing the Bunn marched 
against the Baluchi and Jat tribes of Sind* Obese Baluchis 
were in revolt against Jam Wiaam-ud-dln, the ruler of 
Sind acid the grand father of Sultan Mahmud from his mother’s

23* Bombay Gazetteer, VIII, Kathiawar, pp*422-^23*
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side * They were 40*000 in number but fled at the Sultan’s 

approach and their camp was given up to plunder* Before 
he retired from Sind,* Mahmud received gifts and a letter 
of thanks frcm the Jam* He then returned to Mustaflbad*

The account given by the Persian Chroniclers is 
very meagre and confused one and therefore it Is difficult 
to evaluate« Judging from its narration by the Persian 

author^, it is likely that this event had practically no 
political importance in the history of this time. 24

The, Conquest of Pwarka and Sankhodhar s-

Dwarka is situated in the B«t!if* comer of Saurashtra. 
It is a place of pilgrimage and its history goes as far 
back as the Mahabharat • It Is dedicated to lord Krishna* 
Shankhodhar formed a part of the territory of Baja Bhim 
at that time* There is a temple here dedicated to Sankh- 
narayaa, a fora of lord Vishnu, the Hindu deity and. here 

too the Hindus go for pilgrimage •

Causes of invasion
It is 3 aid that one Maul ana Muhammad Sams^andi, in

24. TP - Text, IS; m* P* 591, MS - Tr*(P) pp* 59-60* 
v TA Tr. Ill pp* 257-259» Boss An Arabic History

of Gujgrat - X, p*22«
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the service of Bahaani Suit mi of Deccan, was after his
retirement^ was on his way to Samarkand* His ship was

wrecked due to bad weather soar the coast of Dwarka* The
pirates of JDwarfea robbed Maul ana Muhammad of his property

* ; - ' -

and women# So he came to the Court of Sultan Mahmud Shah 
I in a destitute condition and urged him to move for the

j •
recover of his loss* She Sultan assured him of Justice

0 j

and decided to invade the territory of Bhim. ^
j

lost of the Persian historians accept this incident
I !

as the only cause of Sultan Mahmud’s invasion on Igarka 

and Sankhodhar♦ They do not take into consideration some 
of the other factors vis* religious, geographical and 

commercial, which also led to this invasion*
, ' I

In the first place these two places were important 
pilgrimage centres visited by Hindus from all over the 

country» This religious importance might have tempted 
the religious minded sultan to establish his control over 

this land* j

Besides, it also seems that the ruler of this land
t

sheltered the pirates and probably shared in their gains* 
This would have affected the commerce and sea-borne trade

2p* TE - Text IV, II pp*592-592* I
MS - fraas, (B), pp» 199-197•
TA - Trans (DB) III pp* 260-262
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of Gujarat• Ihus when the Sultan received this complaint, 
he decided to make an end of this trouble.^6

W
ffhe course of the %ar *-

iVith these considerations in mind, the Sultan mar
ched towards Dwarka, from Mustifahad - Junagadh. On hear

ing of the Suit an* s arrival, Rajja Bhim fled to Shankho- 
dhar, which was better protected* fhe Sultan*a army sa

cked the city of Dwarka and demolished the holy temples• 

With the spoils of the principal temples a mosque was 
erected* It is believed that the Sultan’s army collected 

a large booty during their sack of the city.

‘Ihe Sultan then followed with his array towards 
Sfcankbodhar, where the Rajputs had taken shelter. It was 

difficult for the royal army to cross the sea and hence 

they had to encamp near the Sea-coast till the boats were 
prepared* Ihe place, where the army encamped, was known as 

Arsmrah* opposite to Bhankhodhar, Here the soldiers were

26* It is interesting to note her© that the piratical 

activities on this port continued till the first 

half of the 19th Century* Col. laialkar the political

agent in Okhamandal between 1815 - 18,50, to improve 
the condition cf the people of this area employed

•YW

these pirates in Solitary service. ffhe pirates were 
_^j|3L^.Wragliers and it was their traditional c-\M^j
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much troubled by snakes* end it is said that within the 
royal enclosure itself number of them were killed in one 
night*

fhe Suit in collected the ships in the neighbouring 
port and attacked the fort of Shankhodhar* the Rajput* 
soldier? fought bravely till their provision in the fort 
lasted* SBbey had then to surrender to the Sultan* Raja
Shim escaped from the fort but according to chroniclers

He*he was captured by the rogtpl army*
Maul ana Muhammad’s family and property was restored 

to him* Dwarka and Shaakhodhar were subjugated completely 
and Farhat-ul-iulk Malik fugbaa was appointed its Gover
nor* i’he Sultan came back to Junagadh in October, 1473*

She fate of Ra.1a Bhim s-

fhe Rajput Hug was taken as captive to Mustafabad- 
Junagadh, and then sent to Huhafia Khaa9 the Governor of 
Ahnedabad, 1!he Governor insulted and humiliated the Raj
put chief by dragging him in collar and chains, round the 
city and he was executed* She limbs of his body were ex
hibited on the main gates of the city*2®

27* 5Et - *eact* IV,II, p*393* TA - Srans (Da) III, ?p*26G- 
261 MS - Trms - (t) pp.61-62* All these writers 
give fantastical figure of the snakes which were 
killed in the one night by the soldiers#

28* TB - foxt, IV, II p*39*h MS - Irene (F) pp *62-65 
IA - frans pp*261-262*
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The treatment meted out to Raja Bhim by Sultan 

Mahmud Shah was not in any way new in the mediaeval hia- 
tony* Most of the rulers used these practices towards 
their prominent who fell in their hands. Besides, it was 
necessary for Sultan Mahmud Shah, to make the important 
route of commerce for Persian gulf free from the pirates• 
Hence keeping this view in mind, the SuXtia was justified 
in conquering JDwarka, but his behaviour towards Shim was 
harsh and cruel, foiltics! necessity in any way does not 
justify needless cruelty*

It seems that after the conquest of Bwarka, the pi
ratical activities ceased on this coast because we do not 
coma accross any such serious act of piracy,

The Conquest of Champaner

After ten years of peace, Sultan Mahmud attacked 
Champaner, the last of the important Rajput strongholds 
in Gujarat* Mahmud Shah at this time 'followed his prede
cessor *s policy of subjugating Rajput states gradually• 
The earlier plan of subjugating the three powerful Rajput 
States via* Idar, Champaner and Junagadh mad© by Ahmad 
Shah was not successful till Mahmud Shah I. Ahmad S&ah 

had established his control over these states but he did 
not destroy them. The bask of annexing dunagadh and 
Champaner was performed by Mahmud Shah after his grand
father, though he could not invade Champaner till 1482.



Ohampaner, was ruled by Rajputs, with their seat in 
the impragnable hill fortress of Pavagadb♦ ^ Ahmad Shah 

attempted to reduce it* hut he failed to do so#

Besides being a Rajput stronghold, Ohampaner was 
also etratigically important for the Sultans of Gujarat. 
It is situated on the north-east border of Gujarat and 
since the relations of the Sultans of Gujarat and the 
Sultans of Malwa were strained, it was important for them 
to secure Ohampaner against Malwa#

gamine in Gu.larat : 1482 :

Mahmud Shah aware of the political and strategical 
importance of Ohampaner, wanted a cause to invade it and 
this he got in 1482#

From the available accounts we find that the Sultan 
invaded Ohampaner at the time of famine that occured in 
Gujarat in 1482. It caused severe loss of life in Gujarat

29. Different explanations are given for the derivation 
of the name of Pavagadh* In the old inscriptions 
it is moationed as ”Pavak-gadh,f or the fire hill.

. The variant form Pavagadh" or the castle of winds 
used by Hr* a.K. Forbes is not accepted by the 
Scholars•
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and greater part of its territory was affected* Sikan- 

dar states, "There was no rain in whole of Gujarat except 
in the territory of Champaner*"^ Basing his account on 

this reference the author in the Bombay Gazetteer writes, 
"There was partial famine in Gu^ar-at bat Champaner had no 

scarcity of food*” ^©refore Champaner was the place,
which attested raids in search of food* Malik Asad, the 
Governor of the Sultan at Moramli or Basulabad, 23 raided 

the villages of Champaner for supplies* Raval Jaysingh 

or patai Raval the Ra$put ruler of Champaner drove him 

out and captured some of the royal horses and elephants •

this was the pretext, the Bul^an needed and he arr

ived at Baroda with his army. Raval Jaysingh on hearing 

this, sent an envoy for the peaceful settlement of the 

dispute* The Sultan *s only reply to the envoy was, ".Except 

the Sword and dagger, no other message, shall pass between 
you and me? ^

Eaval Jays Josh, thereupon, took refuge to his moun-

30* TE - Text - I?, II p* 396*
31* IS - T#U*ppfJ 63-66

32* Bom* Gas* Vol• X, P* X, pp*2^6—24?
33* Rasulabad is near Baroda*

7A* TF - Text, IV, II p* 396. MB - Trans CP) pp*63-66 
$A - Trans (BE) III, *271-273*
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tala fortress to defend it to the last# According to £*iri- 
shtah, Baval Jay singh had a pitched battle with the army

of Sultan under Malik Asad and in that fight Baval day-
*

singh was defeated sad driven into the fortress.^ 

fhe star t-

'fhe royal army encamped near Ksrkaria, at a little 

distance from Halol, towards Baroda. Salyyid Bad!a Alan- 

gor, was appointed as the guard of the road and was ord
ered to bring in the provisions. One day the Bs$put sol

diers slew a body of the royal trogps and seized the pro
visions irons the Saiyyid*^® ids was the only success 

gained by the BajJputa, during the course of the War* After 

this incident, the Sultan ordered the elaborate trenches 

or "covered ways” to be extended from his camp to the 

base of fortress. ffcis investment, with many vicissitudes, 

lasted for over twenty months• faring this seige the 

Sultan continued to plunder the country of Baval* "so that 

there remain no town* no village, no house of which the 

money was not taken into the royal treasury the clothes 
and stuffs into the royal storehouses, the beasts into 
the royal stables, and the com into the royal ©Tanneries 
and fcitehen *" ^

35* aar - Text, IV,2p«597* CIS - ?ol. Ill* pp*309-311 
3o. TA - Olrans,, (Se) m, pp. 2?1* 2?3*

37'* CIS - III p. 31©*
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Raval Jaysingh seeks the help of the Sultan of Malwa

Eaval Jaysingfa found it difficult; to resist the pow
erful army of the Sultan • So he seat his minister Dunger- 
singh Suri to Sultan Qhiysth-ud-din of Malwa for the mili
tary assistance, The minister on reaching Mandu, offered 
one lakh of silver tankas for ©very day’s march that the 
Malwa ruler would make from Manau to Champ oner ,^8 Sultan 

Ghiyath-ud-din accepted the terms but on reaching Malcha, 
a town, a few miles from Mandu, decided to cancel the 
expedition and returned to his capital.

The historians, via* Sikandar, Hiaaia-ud-din and Fi- 
risbtah* state that at Ealcha Sultan GJ&ath-ud-din was 

reproached for his decision of helping %a infidel against 
a M|islim, by learned men and nobles and therefore he deci
ded to go back to his capital rather than to march any 
further This is only partially true for these writers 
have ignored certain other important factors leading to 
the return,

First, the historians have failed to appreciate the 
importance of an incident which took place simultaneously

^8. MS - Trans (F) pp. 66-67*

59* MS - Trans (F) pp* 66-6? 
TP - Text IV, II p* 597.
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with, the Malwa Sultan’s acceptance of the offer of the Raja 
of Champaner, Mahmud. Shah advanced towards Dohad, leaving 
the seige of Champaner - Pavagadh in charge of his nobles, 
to check Sultan GMy ath-ud-din• This might have caused 
Sultan Ghiyath-ud-din, to retreat because by this time

- _ /if)
Sultan Mahmud Shah had won a high reputation in the field.

Secondly, if we trace the relation of Gujarat with 
Malwa we find that religious considerations were relatively 
of less importance in their dealings with the Rajput kings* 
(The Rajput rulers of Idar, Champaner^ Jalawar and Maaod 
had earlier sought the help of Hoshsng Shah Ghori of Malwa 
against Ahmad Shah of Gujarat on that occasion the Malwa 
rulerhad come as far «s Modasa but on the arrival of Sul
tan Ahmad Shah, he had retired to his capital* ^

Again when Sultan Muhammad ShaJT had marched against 
Gangadas, the Raja of Champ aner in 1449, Multan Mahmud 
Rhalji of Malwa came to the help of the ruler of Champaner 
and because of, this help, the Sultan of Gujarat had to

tLO
retreat.

i

40. Earlier the author has referred the intervention of 
Sultan Mahmud Shah in Deccan, when Mahmud Shalji the 
ruler of Malwa invaded it. The late Sultan Mahmud 
Khalji had to retreat because he could not resist the 
powerful army of Gujarat.

41* W - Trans * IV pp. 32*35 

42. Ibid, pp* 35-36.
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fhese incidents indicate that the relations of Malwa 
with Gujarat in their mutual dealings with the Bajput ru
lers were based more on. political considerations than on 
religious* 'therefore ib can be doubted if it was only on 
the decree of the Ulama that made the Saltan of Malwa 
retreat*

3Jh©n, why did the Malwa Sultan call on the religious 
people and nobles at Baleha to make a representation to 
himself on a step that he had already taken to help the 

a of Champsner ? It appears that Ghiyath-ud-din was not 
too keen to engage his more psser powerful neighbour in a 
war and therefore he seised this pretext to evade a task 
he had rather too hastily incurred, tie have to bear in 
mind that Sultan Mahmud march to the border of Gujarat;, 
might have forced him to revise his earlier decision to 
come to the help of the Baja of Champaner*

Storming of the Fort s-

After great difficulties, the trenches or "covered 
ways" were completed. Unsuccessful attempts were made by 
the royal army to conquer the fort in the absence of the 
Sultan* Mahmud Shah on hearing the retreat of the Malwa 
ruler, returned from Dohad and caused a mosque to be built 
in his camp as a token of his firm resolve not to desist 
from the seige until he had taken the fortress*
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$hm Sultan, however met with little success. About 

this time, he was informed that a body of the Rajput so
ldiers used to leave the fort secretly every morning to 
perform their ablutions• On Hov * 21, 1484, the Sultan 
ordered (£wam-di-Mulk Malik Saraag, to be ready with the 
army at day break for the attack on the fort*, As usual 
the Rajput soldiers left the fort. Immediately the sol
diers of the Sultan overpowered the guards and rushed in. 
By. this time, Malik Ayda Sultsihi, also entered the fort 
through western wall where a breach had been effected by 
a gun, and secured the main gate* A grim fight took place 
between the Rajputs and soldiers of Malik Ay as* -The Bad- 
puts sustained a great loss in this battle*

Ihe performance of Jauhar :-

The Rajputs had to retire to the palace enclosure 
and there they prepared for the awful rites of the Jouhar* 
After this fearful ceremony they opened the main gates of 
the palace, and seven hundred Rajput soldiers fell upon 
the royal army* The royal army suffered a heavy loss in 
the last fight* The war against Champaaer has lasted for 
a year and nine month before the fort fell *

Raval Jaysingfa and his family their treatment at 
the hands of the Sultan t~

Raval Jay singh and his minister hungers in gh were 
seriously wounded during the fight, but were captured alive
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and ©ere placed in the charge of Muhafis Khan for treat
ment;* (their wounds took five months to heal* On their 
recovering* they? were brought before the Sultan* The 
Sultan asked them to choose between Islam and death. They 
refused to accept Islam* The Sultan summoned the Ulama* 
and asked them to give their opinion for the "punishment" 
of these "infidels". They passed a judgment for their ex
ecution . Fatal Kavai's head was truck off and exposed on 
the gibbet as was the custom then* Bungersingh, at the 
time of his execution* snatched a sword from the soldier 
and killed one of the Suit an* s relatives Shaykhsii-bin- 
Kabir* but was himself killed* This took place in 1485*

The two daughters of Ratal Jay singh were admitted to 
the Sultan’s harem, and his young son was handed over to 
a noble Saif-ul-Mulk to be converted and educated in the 
Muslim faith* This prince played an important part dur
ing the reign of Muaaffar Shah II* under the title of 
Risam*al~Mulk and became the Amir of Idar*^

The locular beliefs regarding the fall of Chamnaner *-

Forbes's Haemala* supplies us with interesting in
formation regarding the fall of Ohampaner - Pavagadh*

45* TA - Trans (Be) III, pp#275-276. MS - Trans (F) 
pp* 67-68, Ross E« An Arabic History of Gujarat-I 
pp.27*52.
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QMs account also gives us the correct date of the 

fall of Pavagadh • l‘he date given in the bardie account 
is ’'the third day of Paush in the Samvat year 1541” and 
this agrees very nearly with the final storming of the 
hill fortress, as given by the firishtah, December 21,

hitm. **
It is popularly believed that goddess Bali once 

^joined in Ravratra Garba dance in Pavagadh. At this time 
Baa a I-'atai fiaval not knowing her divine character cast 

lascivious! glances at the Goddess and asked her to marry 
him* On this* the angry Goddess cursed the Ba^a and this 
led to his downfall* It is further said that the six im
portant and brave Rajput Ba^as lost their lives in defen
ding the fortress* ^

According to the bardic information, Raisingh, the 

eldest of the three sons of the Ravel daysingh $ had died 
in his father*s life time* Bis eldejf son Prithvirad es
caped from Charapaner and settled at Hasp, a small village 
on the banks of Rarmada and founded the state of Chhota 
Udaipur,' while Dungarji, the younger son of Raisingh, was 

. the founder of the State of Devagadh Baria*

1‘heJBnd of the ftfar s-
Since the beginning of the independent Sultanate

44. Forbes K* Rasmala (Oxford) I, pp. 556-558,
45, Ibid.
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Gujarat was .constantly, threatened by the possibility of 
invasion by the Sultahs of Malwa* This conquest secured 
the eastern frontier against these attacks from lalwa, 
because Champ aner held a key position between Gujarat and 
Malwa*

Sultan Mahmud selected this town for the capital of 
Gujarat and renamed it Muhammachabad. fhe Sultan beautified 
it with gardens, fruit trees, and Sandal wood trees• It is 
said that the Sandal wood trees were found in such abun
dance that their timber was used to build the houses*4®

The Conquest of Hanour s-

fhe Persian Chroniclers are silent about Sultin 
Mahmud*s congest of Eanpur, a Hajput principality, near 
Dhandhuka. Only the Basmala account based mainly on bar
dic information, refers to this campaign against Hajput 
king of Banpur*

It is said that Ranji the Gohel Chief of Ranpur 
and the Sultan had married the daughters of the king of 
Marwar* One day both the sisters came together in their 
father *s house* She Sultan *s wife pressed her sister 
Gohel*s wife, to dine with her, which she declined say
ing that she was unworthy of doing so, for her elder 
sister was the wife of the Sultan of Gujarat, whereas

46* MS — Trans (j?) pp* 68-69*
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she was only the wife of a petty landlord* When pressed, 
the younger sister disclosed the true reason, namely that 
she would be defiled by eating with the queen, who was 
married to a Muslim. ^

At this reply of "Thafcorani", the Sultan’s wife,fe
lt insulted and determined to avenge it by having her sis
ter brought to the court and to mate her dine in her 
company•

The Sultan*s wife persuaded her husband to call 
Ban^i and his wife at Ahmedabad* At the Sultan’s request 
Banji and. his wife came to Ahmedabad but Baa^i had learnt 
of the real intentions, of the Sultan for this invitation 
from his wife. So he came alone to visit the Sultan at 
his palace* The Sultan once again reminded the Gohel 
chief to bring his wife to the palace• The Gohel chief 
refused to do so and immediately returned with his wife 
to Banpur.

Another reason given in the Rasmala for the fall of 
Kanpur is as under which is probably the immediate cause 
for the attack. It is said that an oM Mohamma&an woman 
with her son, halted at Banpur, while on her way to Mecca. 
Early bexb morning the boy called the "adhan" or summons

lto prayers. The Bramans at this prophesised the fall of

4?. Forbes £. Op. Git*- I pp. 344-34?.
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Kanpur at the hand, of ,!Maleehha” Eanji pat the boy to
death# pacing no attention to his- mother's protest* 0)he

- 48
Sultan was appealed to for justice by the old woman.

She. Attack s-

Sultan Mahmud ordered his nephew Bhandari Khan to 
march against Ban^i. Banji, on hearing the march of the 
royal army, took his position near Bhandhuka. After a 
shaxp battle, the Ba^puf aray retreated to the gates of 
Sanpur.aad Ban^i, the Ba^put, ordered that if royal ba
nner was seen going down, then it should be taken as a 
signal to perform "Jauhar”* It is said that the Bayput 
Flag bearer set it down to drink water and on this the

t

"Jauhar# was performed# 02he Gohel chief BanJIi also fell 
in the battle and the fiajput fort was taken by the Sultan*

2?he Kanpur principality was given to Parmar Balu^i, 
the nephew of Gohel and chief of Mali, as a prise for his 
ccoversion to Islam# ^

For this event we have to rely solely on the infor
mation supplied by Forbes in the Basmala* She description 
itself is incomplete and therefore, raises doubts*

First, Persian chroniclers do not mention this event^
48# Forbes K. Op* Oit, pp. $44-347 
49. Bom* Gas* IV, p* 332.
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&£ contemporary source like MA SfilHI also
has not mentioned this, The Persian historians liked to 
record such success, hut are silent regarding this event# 
This can be explained on the following grounds :

It is clearly mentioned that the Sultan ordered his 
nephew Bhahdarx Khan to march against the Rajput chief of 
Ranpur, therefore it is likely that the Persian historians 
might hot have treated it as an important event•

Secondly^it is very difficult to fix a date for this 
caaroaign• It is possible to place this eventbetween Sul
tan Mahmud fs conquest of Ghampaner and Bahadur $ilani*s ^ 
revolt on the sea-coast of Gujarat, i.*e* between 1482 to 
1492» because it is believed that fial&Ji Farmer, the 
Mali chief came on$ the throne of Kanpur at this tiae.*^

•*•****•«»

50# Forbes K. Opp# Git# X, pp* £44-54f Bom# Gas. IV, 
PP. 552-555-


