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Formerly Sri Rama going to the forest, killing the golden deer, 
abducting Sita (by Ravana), killing Jatayu, friendship with Sugrlva, 
killing Vali, crossing the ocean, burning the city of Lanka and then 
killing Ravana and Kumbhakarna. This is the Ramayana.

The compounded word “Ramayanam” is made up of two words 
“Rama” and “Ayanam”, The word ‘Rama’ is derived from the root

(TR%) 1 A1 to delight, to please. Bhanuji Dlksta gives the meaning
of ‘Rama’ he who delights or is delighted, who pleases or is pleased, 
enjoys carnally and makes other enjoyed, rejoices or makes others 
happy. RamapurvatapinT Upanisad defines the word as Rama is that 
in whom the Yogis get delighted.2

Amararkosa enumerates 11 synonyms of the word Ayanam as 
follows:

3RR cRtf RPfrs^srH: wft i
R#T: IR/^/^mi

- going,3 moving, walking; RPf: - walk, path, way, road; 3T^T- 
passage; T^TT: - a way of entrance, an entrance, road; - a place, 
site, track; - going, gilding, way, road, path; Tf#T: - going,

1 cp. 3tj
2 FkIcHPh I 

ffcrvi11 v^ii
3 Vide. Apte V.S.: The Students’ Sanskrit-English Dictionary.
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gilding, way, road, path; Tgfh - a place, site, track; Wf - a place, site, 
track; - going, moving, walking; RehH<0 - road.

Even the word ‘Ayanam’ is etymologically explained by Bhanuji 
Dlksita like 3FR’ from the root 1A to go or to move,
on the authority of 4^ (RL WWs). It means ‘that (path) on 
which the people tread’.

Apte V.S. gives 08 meanings of the word Ayanam as follows:

(1) going, moving, walking, (2) walk, path, way, road, (3) place, 
site, abode, (4) a way of entrance, (5) the Sun’s passage, (6) the 
period of duration of this passage, (7) equinoctial and solstitial 
points, (8) the final emancipation.

Out of these 5, 6 and 7 are not applicable in deriving the meaning
of the word Ramayanam.

Thus the word “Ayanam” means going. The word compounded 
means going of Sri Rama (i.e. <14*4 3FTTE). It can also be understood

r f

as Sri Rama-Caritam, Sri Rama saga i.e. life history and exploits of 
Sri Rama.

The 2nd meaning is a path on which if one walks, Sri Rama would 
be accessible or we can say that Sri Rama is obtained through that 
path.

The 3rd^ meaning of Ayanam also denotes the sense of abode. It 
(i.e. Ramayanam) is the abode of wisdom of the Supreme Person 
and that is Sri Rama.

The 4th meaning is ‘entrance’ and hence Ramayana is the prime 
entrance of the path leading to Sri Rama, of course, one of the 
meanings is final emancipation and what really the text offers.

4 The Student’s Sanskrit-English Dictionary, P.48, col.03.
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The 5th is the path which shows the easiest way to have final 
emancipation.

This is the entrance of wisdom for all irrespective of caste and 
creed just next to the Vedas (which are exclusively for the twice- 
boms), foremost Classical Sanskrit Literature (3tl0l=hMH) from the
pen of the most revered sage Valmlki, the foremost (3nf^i%)of the

epoets of the Classical Sanskrit Literature .

According to Ramayana-tilakam (commentary on Ramayana by 
Nilkantha), the chief aim of Sri Rama saga is nothing but the 
attainment of the Self.

The Ramayana is not only read not only in the India but also the 
worldwide, as Sri Rama has incarnated here. Sri Rama is an ideology 
which is practised by the people desiring a marvelous life. The 
Ramayana contains the most authentic history of Sri Rama. It shows 
the path of a dignified life-style. It deals with social, political, as well 
as personal life and again it gives the values and ideals of the each 
phase of human life.

In the Ramayana there is a competition that who abandons more. 
Thus this is not only the life-story or history but the mirror of life.

Gosvamin Tulasldasa compares Ramayana with the wish- 
fulfilling tree (l^^f).6

St. Morarl Bapu explains it as follows:

(1) Balakanda as the root which creates the story

5 q<JUq|i|ui chloAJcfW WIcHHJ

^ 3TFTTII U^.UT. Wc«fl I
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(2) Ayodhyakanda as the trunk of a tree in which all the 
characters become strong.

(3) Aranyakan4a as the branches as it were containing the 
Pancavati.m

(4) Kiskindhakanda as leaves due to its greenery of Hanuman’s 
appearance.

(5) Sundarakdnda as flowers.

(6) Lafikakanda as a fruit, as Ravana gets killed here by Sri 
Rama and gets liberation.

(7) Uttarakdnda as Rasa full of knowledge, devotion and 
philosophy.

There are crores of Ramayanas composed by different sages at 
the number of times as Sage Budhakausika says in his Rama-raksa- 
stotram:

'■stfCct 7f47SfFT I

pi imi
The life history of Sri Rama, the chief of the Raghu dynasty 

extends to a hundred crores of couplets. Every single letter of this 
(vast life history) destroys the major sins of the people (going 
through it).

Among these Ramayanas some are available, while the rest of 
them are obsolete.
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Varied extensions of the Ramayanas

Here bellow an attempt is made to present a brief survey of the 
Ramdyanas* 7 in chronological order.8

(01) Sravanardmdyanam - It is in the form of a dialogue 
between god Indra and king Janaka. It is composed in the 40th Krta 
Era of the Svayambhuva Manvantara. It comprises of 07 Kandas and 
1,25,000 verses.

The major episodes are: Dasarath on hunting, the devotion of 
Sravana to his parents, Sravana’s marriage and his death, his father 
cursing the king, Manthara’s birth, etc. It deals with the Rama story 
in general and administrative strategy in particular.

(02) Maharamayanam -Lord Siva has narrated it to mother- 
goddess Parvatl in the Krta Era of Svdyambhva Manvantara. It 
comprises of 07 Kdndas and 2,25,000 verses dealing with the history 
of Sri Rama in general and Vedantic as well as Yogic description in 
particular along with 09 sentiments implemented beautifully.

The long description of palaces, inner apartments, mansions, 
towns, cities, moonrise, seasons etc. are found distinctly.

(03) Svayambhuvaramayanam - It is in the form of a dialogue 
between Lord Brahma and divine sage Narada. It contains 07 
Kdndas and 18,000 verses. It is perhaps #also known as 
Ndradiyaramayanam. It is composed in 32nd Tretd Era of the 
Svayambhuva Manvantara.

1 The information of the Ramdyanas has been taken from the book, Chaturvedi Satyadev:
Goswami Tulasidasa aur Ramakatha, Hindi Sahitya Srjana Parisada; 1957; pp 55-138.

8 M. Monier Williams: A Sanskrit-English Dictionary, Motilal Banarsidass, New delhi, 

2002, P 786, Col. 3: The 14 Manvantars in their sequence are : (1) Svayambhuva, (2) 
Svarocisa, (3) Uttam, (4) Tamasa, (5) Raivata, (6) Caksusa, (7) Vaivasvata (current), (8) 
Savarni, (9) Daksasavarni, (10) Brahmasavarni, (11) Dharmasavarni, (12) Rudrasavarni, 
(13) Ruci, (14) Bhauma.
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The major episodes are: Sita worshipping goddess Satl, marriage, 
exile, Sumantra’s lamentation, Slta’s abduction, the reign of 
Dlrghabahu, Dillpa, Raghu, Aja, Dasaratha, etc,

(04) Lomasardmdyanam - Sage Lomasa composed it in 1062nd 
Treta Era of the Svayambhuva Manvantara. It comprises of 07 
Kdndas and 32,000 verses.

The major episodes are: The cause of Sri Rama’s incarnation is to 
kill Jalandhara (Dasakandharal), king Kumuda and his queen 
Vlramati take birth as Dasaratha and his queen Kausalya. As a 
reward of king Janaka visualising the Yogamaya in the forest, Sita is 
bom. The marriage of Lord Siva and Parvatl is also described.

,(05) Agastyaramayanam- It is composed by sage Agastya in the 
2nd Krta Era of Svarocisamanvantara, It contains 07 Kandas and 
16,000 verses. The story refers to the episode of Rdmacarita manasa 
in which Lord Siva listens to Sri Rama Saga at sage Agastya’s 
hermitage.9

The major episodes are: King Kuntala and his queen Sindhumati 
take birth as king Dasaratha and his queen Kausalya, Janakl’s 
manifestation from the altar place of Varsneya, origin of the sea, the 
cause of giving the ring as well as the installation of Rdmesvara- 
liriga, the location of mt. Rsyamuka, birth of demons Maya and 
Dundubhi, etc.

(06) Manjulardmayanam -Sage Sutiksna has composed it in the
a1_

14 Treta Era of Svarocisa Manvantara. It contains 07 Kdndas and 
10,3000 verses.

The major episodes are: Accounts of Bhanupratapa and 
Arimardana, the dialogue between JanakI and Hanuman, etc. It deals

r r

with SriRama Saga in general and Sri Rama in particular.

ii....... i ^
TTFft ii pfFrer. H.#qFT - 3 wr*. )’.
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(07) Devaramayanam -It is in the form of a dialogue between 
Indra and his son Jayanta. It is composed in the 6th Treta Era of 
Tamasa Manvantara. It contains 07 Kandas and 1, 00,000 verses.

The major episodes are: Jayanta assuming the form of a crow 
tests Sri Rama for His being the Supreme Reality (XR m), Sri
Rama’s wrath, meeting Narada, Narada’s instruction, the victories of 
Sri Rama, Bharata, Satrughna and Hanuman, Monkeys’ departure, 
appointment of Vibhlsana’s son as a chief commander at Ayodhya, 
Fourfold devotion, Hanuman’s coronation, ther method of worship, 
glorifications of sacred places, description of cities, towns etc., rules 
of linguistic changes ('FWTuR^cfc) and its description as a supplement
to the Vedic literature (^©dlRRl!-!) are peculiarities of this Rama- 

yanam.

(08) Ramayanamaniratnam -It is in the form of a dialogue 
between sage Vasistha and his wife Arundhatl. It is composed in the 
14th Treta Eraof Tamasa Manvantara. It contains 07 Kandas and

r

36,000 verses. It presents nicely why Sri Rama Saga is depicted 
mostly in 07 Kandas only.10

r

The major episodes are: The origin of PancavatT, Sri Rama going 
to sage Valmlki’s hermitage, the description of Citrakuta, Anasuya 
instructing the duties of women, the description of Ayodha, reunion 
of Sri Rama and STta, various eulogies and Gitas, etc.

(09) Ramayanamahamald -It is composed in the Treta Era of 
Tamasa Manvantara. It contains 07 Kandas and 56,000 verses.

The major episodes are: Lord Siva in the form of a swan stays on 
Mt. Nilagiri listening to the Rama story from the crow
Instructing the deluded Garuda, Lord Siva revealing Himself, 
removal of delusion at Kakabhusundi’s place, etc.

10 Such a justification is not found anywhere in the VR as well as Adh.R (the problem of 
research of the present thesis).
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(10) Samvrtaramciyanam -Divine sage Narada had narrated 
SriRama saga in the 5 Krta Era of the Raivata Manvantara. It is 
perhaps the same Ramayanam known as Naradoktaramayana, as it 
had been narrated by sage Narada. It comprises of 07 Kandas and 
24,000 verses.

The major episodes are: All the beings are created by Manu. and 
Satarupa who are in turn during Raivata Kalpa are bom as Dasaratha 
and Kausalya and beget Sri Rama as their son.

(11) Maindaramayanam -It is in the form of a dialogue between 
Mainda, the monkey chief 11 and Kairava. It is composed in 21st 
Treta Era of Raivata Manvantara.

r

The major episodes are: Sri Rama’s staying in Rsivata in Mithila, 
serving sage Visvamitra, upliftment of Ramesvara. Hanuman 
entering into Asokavatika, etc.

(12) Sauhdrdardmdyanam - It is ascribed to sage Sara-bhaiga. It
i’L

is composed in the 9 Treta, Era of the Vaivasvata Manvantara. It 
contains 07 Kandas and 40,000 verses.

The major episodes are: Origin of Dandaka forest, Narada’s 
delusion and his wrath, Surpanakha’s arrival and cutting of her nose 
and ears, Laksmana’s drawing the line (oWrfolT),12 etc.

(13) Subrahmaramayanani - It is composed in the 13 Treta Era 
of the Vaivasvata Manvantara. It contains 07 Kandas and 32,000 
verses.

The major episodes are: The glorification of Prayaga, meeting 
sage Bharadvaja, the formulas of different gods, Sri Rama staying at 
Chitrakuta, the secret of Anasuya, etc.

! 1 His name occurs in AdhR 4/6/21,4/6/24, 6/4/35, etc.
12 This episode is not found anywhere in the VR as well as in the AdhR (the problem of 

research of the present thesis).
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(14) Saupadyaramayanam - It is composed by sage Atri in the 
16th Treta Era of the Raivata Manvantara. It comprises of 07 Kandas 
and 62,000 verses. It is perhaps also known as Atriramayanam.

The episode of entrusting Slta to the Fire-god and taking the 
sswldki back are depicted in details.

(15) Suvarcasaramdyanam - It is in the form of a dialogue 
between Sugrlva and Tara. It is composed in the 18th Treta Era of the 
Vaivasvata Manvantara. It contains 07 Kandas and 15,000 verses.

The major episodes are: Meeting Sugrlva, the dialogue between 
Vail and Sri Rama, Mandodari persuading Ravana, Sulocana’s 
lamentation, the ocean creating hindrance, Hanuman bringing the 
life-restoring herb, the dialogue between Hanuman and Bharata, Slta 
cursing Santa, Sita’s abandonment, birth of Lava and Kusa, tying the 
horse of the Horse-sacrifice, killing of Mahiravana, division of the

r

kingdom and Sri Rama’s ascent to the heaven.

(16) Saurardmdyanam - It is also known as Surya-ramayanam. 
It is in the form of a dialogue between the Sun god and Hanuman. It 
is composed in the 20th Treta Era of the Vaivasvata Manvantara. It 
contains 07 Kandas and 62,000 verses.

The major episodes are: Hanuman’s birth, life-story of Suka, the 
dialogue between AnjanI and Hanuman, the account of Jambavan, 
etc.

(17) Durantardmdyanam -It is in the form of a dialogue between 
sage Vasistha and king Janaka. It comprises of 07 Kandas and 
61,000 verses. It is composed in 25th Treta Era of Vaivasvata 
Manvantara.

The major episodes are: Greatness of Bharata, Bharata’s oath and 
his lamentation, Kaikeyl’s shock, Laksmana’s wrath, the dialogue 
between Nisada and Bharata, the crest-jewel as the token of
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recognition, Slta’s message, the description of Kiskindha, burning of 
Lanka, etc.

The Ramayanas given here below are presented alphabetically, as 
their date of composition is not available in any book.

(18) Adbhutaramdyanam -The story is depicted in the form of a 
dialogue between sage Valmiki and Bharadvaja. It contains 27 cantos.

The peculiarities of this Ramayanam are: (1) Lord Visnu takes 
incarnation due to the curse of Narada and sage Parvata. Ambarlsa’s 
daughter has been given the curse to be bom as Janaki & her 
abduction. (2) Narada curses goddess Laksmi and she incarnates as 
Slta from the womb of Mandodarl (3) Slta kills Ravana who is 
having 1000 shoulders (T^F^T).

(19) Anandaramdyanam -It is in the form of a dialogue between 
Lord Siva and Parvatl. It consists of 09 Kandas and 12,252 verses.rH *
The 3 canto onward it is the dialogue between Ramadasa and 
Visnudasa.

The major episodes are: After the marriage of Dasaratha and 
Kausalya, Ravana abducts Kausalya; After STta’s abduction goddess 
Uma takes Sri Rama’s test; Ravana taking Siva’s Atmalihga and 
Parvatl, etc.

(20) Bhusundirdmdyanam -It is in the form of a dialogue 
between Brahma and Bhusundi. It comprises of 04 books and 36,000 
verses.

It is also known as AdiRamayanam. It is called an original (^),
because sage Bhusundi had witnessed it when he was in the form of 
a crow (cfiTeF)) and Sri Rama was yet a child.13

13 The 2nd Ramayanam in the chronological order should be the Yogavasistha- 
ramdyanam, as it is narrated to Sri Rama in His student life and that too, 
before His marriage with Slta. The 3rd naturally is VR, as it is composed and
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(21) Candraramayanam -It is in the form of a dialogue between 
the Moon-god and Hunuman. It comprises of 07 Kandas and 
75,000 verses.

The major episodes are: Narada’s penance, Indra sending Kama- 
deva, Narada’s delusion, Bharata’s journey to Citrakuta, meeting 
sage Bharadvaja and the accounts of Svayamprabha, Sampati, etc.

(22) Mantraramdyanam -The story of Ramayanam is popu-lar 
among the masses of India from the time immemorial. Nlla-kantha, 
the great Saskrit scholar of Vedic litrerature has selected about 157 
reds imbibing the fragments of SrlRama Saga composed by sage 
Valmlki”

(23) VdlmTkirdmayanam - Sage Valmlki is undoubtedly the 
father of poetic imagination, as poets can see the past as well as the 
future through their wisdom and they can imagine the harmonic 
combination of philosophy as well as worldly parlance.

When sage Valmlki heard the lamentation of one of the pair of 
curlews (#^), his grief came out enwraped in the form of a stanza 

^chrciHMld:)16.

He composed the Ramayanam in 07 Kandas containing500 
cantos and 24,000 verses.17

The entire Sri Rama Saga18 is known to every one and hence it 
can be summarised in the following verse:

narrated after the exile of Slta begetting Kusa and Lava at Valmlki’s 
hermitage.

14 Mantraramayana NTlkantha, Trans, in Gujarati by Shantilala Nagar, B.R. Publishing
Corporatin, Dlh, 2001.

15 SrTmad VdlmTkiramayanam, Tr. Pt. Pandey Ramanarayanadatta SastrT Gitapress, 
Gorakhpur 1974.

16 yfdtii W: I

17

w ipjftrut11 ^T. u M^iR II
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3TT<!t wi

^%IPT

The ValmTkiramayanam is as fresh today as it was during the time 
of Valmtki, the contemporary of Sri Rama.19 It is one of the world’s 
most remarkable classics and excels all in its appeal.20 It is foil of 
lessons for all, deserves to be read with interest and is the oldest 
specimen of epic poetry. (The detailed summary is given below in 
this chapter.)

(24) Vedantaramayanam - Sage Vasistha narrates the life story
r 'j'yof Lord Parsurama to Sri Rama.

(25) Yogavdsisthardmdyanam - It is in the form of a dia-logue 
between sage Vasistha and Sri Rama. It contains 06 Kandas and 
32,000 verses. It is also known as the Arsaramayanam and also as 
Vasistharamayanma

The major episodes are; Sage Vasistha instructs the path of self- 
realisation (#rT) Sri Rama. It was narrated earlier by Valmlki to
Aristnemi and by Agastya to Sutiksna. The last chapter deals with 
the birth story of Kakabhusundi.

18 I

19 y-^ddlsi^FT: ^ <,INcHkH; I
II ^T. IT ^3/U/Uii

20 dlRd 4l,tw4 cfW dlR-d dnjlthl I
Id! dlfoi iwwondi'Ttq. I!FF3° 3tR0 TRIWn^To H/^ll

21 Vedantaramayanam, Lahri press, Banarasl964.
22 Only this much information is available.
23 Vasistharamayana - A Study, Meharchanda Lachhmandas.
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Sri Rama Saga in the Mahabharata24

The Rama-story is found in different chapters of the Maha­
bharata. The Ramopakhyanam occurs in 739 verses of chs. 273-292 
of the Vanaparva. The story occurs also in Ch 59 of Dronaparva in 
total 25 verses.

The major episodes are: Sri Rama’s manifestation, Ravana 
securing the boons, origin of monkeys, etc., Sri Rama’s exile, 
abduction of Slta, meeting Sugrlva, the dialogue between Ravana 
and Slta, construction of bridge, killing Ravana, Slta’s purification & 
Sri Rama’s coronation.

r

Sri Rama Saga in the Puranas

The dates of the Puranas is a hard nut to crack for even the 
scholars like Upadhyay Baladeva, Hazra R. C., Kane P. V. and 
others, yet the probable dates accepted by the traditional scholars are 
adopted.

(01) Visnupuranam (2 Cent. AD)" - Sri Rama Saga is depicted 
in 26 verses of Ch 04 of Book IV.

___ r

The major episodes are: Manifestation of Sri Rama and other
r t

brothers from the portion of Lord Visnu, Sri Rama’s exile, Sri 
Rama’s reign, killing of Lavana, enthronement of Lava, Kusa, etc.

Besides, many Ramayanas in regional languages are available viz. 
Kamban’s Kambanaramayana (9th-10th Cent. A.D.) in Tamil, 
Buddhuraja’s Dvipadaramayana (12th Cent. AD) known as
Rahganathciramayana and Molla’s Mollaramayana in Telugu,

24 ShriMahabharata, Sastusahityavardhaka karyalaya; 1958.
25 SrTSrIVisnupurana, Sri Munilal Gupt; Gitapress Gorakhapur, 1934. 

Hazra R. C. dates it in 1st - 4th Cent. AD.
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Immacarita, Adhyatmaramayana (14th Cent. AD),26 Kannasarama- 
yana and Keralavarma-ramayana in Malayalam, Saint Krttivasa’s 
Krttivsaramdyana (15th Cent. AD) in Bengali, Ramacaritamanasas 
of Tulsldasa (15th Cent. AD) in Avadhi (Hindi), Balaramadasa’s 
Jagannamohanardmayana (15th Cent.) in Oriya is also known as 
Dandiramayana; In Marathi saint Ekanatha’s ‘Bhdvdrtharamayana’ 

(16th Cent. AD)27 and Moropanta’s Ramavijaya, Narahari’s Torave- 
ramayana (16th Cent. AD) in Kannada, Divakarabhatta’s Kdsmm- 
rdmdyana (18th Cent. AD), Girdharadasa’s Giradhararamayana 
(19th Cent, AD) in Gujarati, Madhava Kandali’s translation of VR in 
Assami, Durgakavi’s Gltirdmdyana, Raghunatha’s Kathdramayana 
and Ananta Atta’s Ramakirtana and many more.

It is in the form of a dialogue between Lord Siva and Mother- 
goddess Parvatl. Devotion to Sri Rama is explained in the light of 
Advaita Vedanta.

r

The peculiarities of the story are: (1) Sri Rama, Slta and 
Laksmana are identified with the Supreme Self, Primordial Matter 
and the individual Self.28 Sage Visvamitra, sage Vasistha, king 
Janaka, Kausalya, Kumbhakarna and Ravana etc. are aware of the 
secret of Sri Rama’s incarnation. (2) The description of sage 
ValmTki’s previous life. (3) Laksmana observing fast for 12 years.

OQ
(4) Installation of Rdmesvaralihga before the construction of Setu.
(5) Ahgada destroying the sacrifice performed by Ravana.

(02) Matsyapurdnam (2nd - 4th Cent. AD)30- Sri Rama Saga 
occurs in 02 verses of chs 11 and 12.
26

27

28

The Malayalam Ramayana composed by Sri Eduttchan in 1375 A.D. is mere the 
translation of Adhyatmaramayana written in Sanskrit occurring in the Uttarkhanda of 
Brahmandpuranam.

The influence of AdhR is seen on this Ramayana.

II
29 iltpow era nifai i

30 Matsyapuranamahapuranam, Trans. Tripathi Ramapratap; Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, 
Prayag,1947.

Hazra R. C. dates it in 9th Cent. AD.
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(03) Vdyupurdnam (3rd Cent. AD) - Sri Rama Saga is depicted 
in 214 verses of Ch 26.31

(04) Brahmandpuranam (3 Cent. AD) - Sri Rama Saga is 
depicted in the Uttarakhanda as Adhyatmaramayanam. It contains 07 
Kandas, 64 cantos and 4,200 verses.33

(05) Padmapuranam (5th Cent. AD)34 - Sri Rama Saga is 
depicted in 733 verses of chs 8, 33, 35, 198 of the Srstikhanda, in 
4,297 verses of chs 1-68 of thq Patalakhanda and in 5,600 verses of 
chs 73„ 242,254 of the KrTyayoga sarakhanda.

The major episodes are: Dasaratha’s four queens are Kausalya, 
Sumitra, Surupa and Suvesa,35 The Ramaraksastotra is a part and 
parcel of this Purana (Uttarakhand 73/1-12), Sri Rama, Slta, 
Laksmana, Bharata and Satrughna are the incarnations of Lord 
Visnu, goddess LaksmI, Serpent Sesa, Discus Sudarsana and Conch 
Pancajanya respectively.

(06) SrTmad Bhdgvatapurdnam (6th Cent. AD)36- Sri Rama Saga 
is depicted in Ch 19 of the 5th Book in 04 verses and in chs 10-12 of 
the 9th Book in 107 verses.

31 The Vayumahapuranam, Ed. Nag Sharan Sink, Pub. Nag Publisher, Delhi, 1983.
32 Brahmandpuranam, Ed. Sharma K. V. Krishnadas academy, Varanasi, 2000.

Upadhyay Baladeva dates it in 6th - 9th Cent. AD.
33 WfeAv! uferl

Wl: : I
sJiddsWd ufsdl^ddlfd -dcdlRt 

^bllkici: ^JdSidl^ddlfd dvfisfd: ll1^.
3tMlcH<IH|iiU| dldlikt, 4. ^o^||

34 The Padmapurana, Ancient Indian Tradition & Mythology (part I-X); Dr. N. A. 
Deshpade, Dr. G. P. Bhatt; Motilal Banarsidass; Delhi, 1989.

Hazra R. C. dates it in 9th - 14th Cent. AD.
35 This Purana mentions 04 queens of king Dasaratha and they are Kausalya, Sumitra, 

Surupa and Suvesa (here KaikayT is missing).
36 Ancient Indian Tradition & Mythology, the Bhagvatapurana; A board of scholars; Motilal 

Banarsidass; Delhi, 1981.
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The major episodes are: Sri Rama and STta are presented as the 
incarnation of Lord Visnu and goddess LaksmI, the STtasvayamvara, 
Sri Rama abandoning STta, etc.

(07) Kilrmapuranam (6th Cent. AD)37 - Sri Rama Saga is 
depicted in 61 verses of Ch 21 of the

The major episodes are: The description of demon’s race, Solar 
race, Sri Rama installing Sivaliriga after the war, abduction of 
Mayasita xmdQTpativratopakhyana, etc.

(08) Bhavisyapuranam (6th Cent. AD)38- Sri Rama Saga is 
depicted in only 11 verses (06 verses of Pratisargaparva &05 verses 
of Uttara Parva.)

(09) Liilgapuranam (6th - 8th Cent. AD)39 - Sri Rama Saga occurs 
in 02 verses of Ch 66 of the 1st Book.

(10) Skandapuranam (6th - 9th Cent. AD)40 - Sri Rama Saga is 
depicted in 128 verses of Ch 8 of Mahesvarakhanda, in 53 verses of 
chs 2 & 7 of Vaisnavakhanda, in 2,194 verses of chs 11, 13, 15, 18, 
19 & 43-52 in Avanti Section as well as 30-38 in Dharmaranya 
Section of Brdhma-khanda, in 144 verses of chs 20, 96-104 of 
Ndgarakhanda and in 80 verses of chs 111-113, 123 & 171 in 
Prabhasaksetramahatmya of Prabhasakhanda.

The major episodes are: Sri Rama’s manifestation, Ravana’s 
killing, reason of Sri Rama’s incarnation, king Dharmadatta and 
Kahala take birth as king Dasaratha and Kausalya, construction of 
the bridge, Sri Rama’s acsent to heaven, Sri Rama installing 
Sivalingi, STta’s fire-ordeal, Fire-god eulogizing STta, etc.

37 Kalyana-PuranSnka-Kurmapurana; Gita Press, Gorakhapur; 1971.
38 Upadhyay Baladeva dates it in 10th Cent. AD.
39 Liilgapuranam, Jain Shantilal, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1980.

Upadhyay Baladeva dates it in 8th - 9th Cent. AD.
40 Ancient Indian Tradition & Mythology, the Skandapurana; A board of scholars; G.P. 

Bhatt; Motilal Banarsidass; Delhi, 1992.
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r

Sri Rama Saga depicted here is important to prove the historicity 
of Sri Rama’s life and exploits as it gives the data of the events.

(11) Varahapuranam (8th Cent. AD)41 - Sri Rama Saga occurs in 
09 verses of Ch 45. The Raghavadvadasi vow is described.

(12) Agnipuraniim (8th - 9th Cent. AD)42- The stpry is depicted 
briefly in chs. 05-11 in 179 verses. It is the summary of VR.

(13) Naradapuranam (8th - 10th Cent. AD)43 - Sri Rama Saga 
occurs in 895 verses of chs 3/73-75, 78, 79.The story of VR is 
briefly depicted here.

The major episodes are: Sri Rama making Vibhlsana free in 
Dravidian country, Sri Rama as well as other brothers are incarnation 
of Narayana, Sarhkarsana etc..

(14) Bralimavaivartapurdnam (8th - 14th Cent. AD)44- Sri Rama 
Saga is depicted in Ch 14 of Prakrtikhanda in 65 verses as well as in 
Ch 62 of Krsnajanmakhanda in 99 verses.

The major episodes are: Vedavatl takes birth as Slta, Slta’s 
abduction, the Fire-god creating MzydSTta etc.

(15) Brahmapurdnam (9th Cent. AD)45- The story is depicted in 
chs 53-84 & 87 in 282 verses as well as in Ch 1.67 in 25 verses.

41 The Varahapurana; Sn Ahibhushan Bhattacharya; Sri Anand Swaroop Gupta; All India
Kashiraj Trust; Varanasi, 1981.

42 Agnipurana - Garga Samhita anka, Kalyana; Hanumanprasada poddar & Chimanlal 
Goswami; Motilal Gita press Gorakhapura.

43 Naradamahapuranam; SrlVasudeva M Joshi; Sastu sahitya vardhak karyalay, 
Ahmedabad.

44 Brahmavaivartapurana, Vinayak-Ganesh Apte; Anandasram.
Upadhyay Baladeva dates it in 15th Cent. AD.

45 The Brahmapurdnam; Ed. Nagasharan sing; Nagpublisher, Delhi; 1985.
Upadhyay Baladeva dates it in 13th Cent. AD.
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The major episodes are: The glorification of RamatTrtha, 
Ravana’s life story, Ravana’s penance, Ravana stealing Vasudeva’s 
image from Amaravatl etc.

(16) Garudamahapuranam (9th - 10th Cent, AD)46- Sri Rama 
Saga is depicted in chs 142 and 143 in 72 verses. It depicts few 
events of Sri Rama’s life like. Sri Rama cutting Surpanakha’s nose 
and ears, Sri Rama going to Gaya fo performing th ancestral rites.

The Sri Rama saga is depicted also in many other minor texts and 
they are as under.

(01) Adipuranam47 - The Ram Saga is depicted in Ch 12.48

(02) Brhaddharmapurdnam - The Rama Saga is depicted in 
chapters 18-22, 25-30 (i.e. 11 chapters in total) of the h^<siuA The 
story depicted is similar to the story of Mahabhagvata (.Devi)- 
purdnam and Nrsimhapurdnam

The major episodes are; Hanuman entering into Lalnka in the 
form of a he-cat, the origin of Ramayana, etc.

(03) Brhannaradlyapuranam49 - The story occurs in chs. 75 and 
79 of theTe^FT.50

(04) Srimad Devibhdgavaiapurdnam ()51- Sri Rama Saga is 
depicted in chapters 28-30 under Navaratra Mdhatmya of the 3rd

46 Garudamahapurana; Sastu Sahitya Mudranalay Trust, Ahmedabad; 1977.
47 The information regarding the Puranas Nos. 2, 3 & 19 is taken from the book - 

Chaturvedi Satyadev: Goswami Tulasidasa aur Ramakatha, Hindi Sahitya Srjana 
Parisada; 1957; pp 55-138. Hence no farther information is available.

48 Only this much information is available.
49 Naradapurana, Ancient Indian Tradition & Mythology, Vol.15, Tr. A Board of Scholars

and Prof. J. L. Shastri, Pub. Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1989.
50 No farther information is available.
51 The Devibhagavatapurana; Ed. Nagasharan sinh; Nagpublisher, Delhi, 1986.

19



Chapter 01

Book in 187 verses, 01 verse in 4th Book and in 63 verses of the Ch 
16 of the 9th Book.

The major episodes are: Sri Rama making Surpanakha deformed, 
Sri Rama observing fast in Navardtra to defeat Ravana, the goddess 
appeasing Sri Rama for defeating Ravana.

(05) Mahabhagavata{Devi)puranam - SrT Rama Saga is 
depicted in chapters 37-64.

o

The major episodes are: Gods approaching Lord Visnu and 
requesting to kill Ravana, the gods approaching Lord Siva and 
Parvatl, Lord Siva assums Hanuman’s form, Lord Brahma worshis 
the goddess for Sri Rama’s victory, Slta’s birth from Mandodan etc.

S'! r
(06) Harivavmspuranam - Sri Rama Saga is briefly depicted in 

35 verses of Ch 41.

(07) Kalkipuranam54- Sri Rama Saga is depicted in 58 verses of 
Ch 03 of Book III.’

The major episodes are: Sri Rama’s manifestation, Ravana’s 
killing, Rama abandoning Slta, Slta entering into the Earth, Sri 
Rama’s ascent to the heaven, etc.

(08) Kdlikdpurdnam - SrT Rama Saga is depicted in total 10 
verses of chs 38 & 62.

The major episodes are: God Brahma worships goddess Kali for 
Sri Rama’s victory, Janaka gets 02 more sons while ploughing the 
land, etc.

52 The Devlbhagavatapurana, Ed. Nag Sharan Sinh, Pub. Naga Publisher, Delhi, 1986.
53 Mahabharata-Khilabhaga Hari Vamsa, trans. Pt. Rama Narayana Datta Shastri Pandey

‘Rama’, Gita Press Gorakhapura, 1860.
54 Shri Kalkipuranam; Pt. Baldevprasad Mishra; Nag Publisher; Delhi, 1986.
55 Kalikapurana, Edi. Sri Biswanarayana Sastri; Chawkamba Sanskrit Series Office, 

Varansi; 1972.
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(09) Nrsimhapuranam - The story of VR is briefly 
741 verses of ehs 47-52.

The major episodes are: Sri Rama and Laksmana are Ihe 
incarnation of Lord Narayana and serpent Sesa, account of Ahalya 
and her transformation to stone due to the curse, etc.

(10) Sivapuranam56 - Sri Rama Saga is depicted in 141 verses of 
chs 20, 24 & 25 of Satisamhita.

The major episodes are: Narada’s delusion, Sati testing Sri 
Rama’s divinity, origin of Hanuman as Lord Siva’s portion, etc.

(11) Visnudharmottarapuranam - Sri Rama Saga is depicted in 
2,289 verses of chs 200-269. Sri Rama and other brothers are 
identified with Narayana, Sarikarsana, Pardyumna and Aniruddha 
respectively.

Exhaustive summary of Srimad Vdlmlkirdmayattain %

Any student working on Sri Rama Saga is not supposed to 
constrain himself from presenting the contents (in brief) of the

t

original rather the foremost Sri Rama Saga narrated by sage Valmiki 
in 645 Cantos and 23,733 verses [FN Many of the modem scholars 
both Indian and Western, believe that Valmiki did not compose the 
Balakanda, and the Uttarakanda. In that case the total number comes 
to 346 Cantos and 17,905 verses.] Here below the content or 
summary is given of the Valmikiramayanam.

Balakanda (Cantos 77, Verses 2369)

'TRT:

56 Ancient Indian Tradition & Mythology The Shivapurana (I-IV); by a board of Scholars; 
Dr. Arnold Kunst Prof. J.L. Shastri, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi,

57 Visnudharmottarapuranam, Nag Publishers, Delhi, 1933.
58 The numbers of the cantos and of the verses of each of the kanda are taken from the 

Janklnatha Sharma’s Valmlkiya Ramayana (Hindi translation), Gita Press, Gorakhapura.
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It begins with celestial sage Narada narrating Sri Rama Saga to 
sage Valmlki, when a hunter kills one of the pair of curlew (sfite).60
Lord Brahma visits and asks sage Valmlki to compose Sri Rama 
Sage. The poet gives an outline of the Ramayana (01-03).61

r r
Sri Rama ascends to the throne. Kusa and Lava sing Sri Rama 

Saga. Ayodhya, its inhabitants and prosperity during the reign of 
king Dasaratha are described (04-07).

King Dasaratha performs the Horse-sacrifice (08-09). Episode of 
Rsyasmga, the son-in-law of the king is narrated (10-11). King 
Dasaratha performs the sacrifice for four blessed sons under the
supervision of Rsyasmga (12-14).

The gods approach lord Brahma for the destmction of Ravana. 
Lord Brahma implores lord Visnu to descend in the house of king 
Dasaratha for the said purpose (15). Lord Visnu accepts the proposal 
and appears from the alter with a basin sacrificial milk-rice .(mm tin)
(16). Other gods take birth as monkey chiefs (17) Birth of Sri Rama, 
Bharata, Laksmana and Satmghna follow by the description of 
festivity. After their religious ceremonies, sage Viswamitra arrives 
and asks Dasaratha to send Sri Rama for the protection of the 
sacrifice (18-19).

Dasaratha denies. Sage Viswamitra gets enraged. Sage Vasistha 
persuades the king to send Sri Rama and Laksmana. Sage 
Viswamitra instructs 02 mystic spells Bala mdAtibald (20-22).

59 The verses given in the beginning of the summary of contents of 07 Books are taken 
from the Slokabaddhasaptarsiramayanam, Introduction pp.33-34, Sanksiptaramdyanam

60 Vide. P 12, FN 19.
61 Here onwards the numericals in the brackets indicate the canto number.
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They stay night long in a holy hermitage at the confluence of 
Ganga and Saryu. The sage narrates the life account of ogress Tataka 
whom Sn Rama kills (23-26). The sage being pleased imparts the 
knowledge of various missiles as well as the method of calling them 
back and narrates the story of the Siddhasrama (27-29).

r

Sri Rama and Laksmana protect the sacrifice by defeating the 
demons (30). Sage Viswamitra along with Sn Rama and Laksmana 
proceeds to Mithila to witness the bow-sacrifice of king Janaka (31). 
An account of Kusanabha is narrated (32-34). Sage Viswamitra and 
the party reach the bank of Ganga where the sage narrates the the
story of Ganga’s descent on the earth (35-44). The milky-ocean is 
churned by gods and demons from which come out one by one the 
deadly poison, god Dhanvantarl, a bevy of Apsaras, the beverage 
known as Varum, the horse Uccaihsrava, the Kaustubha gem and 
nectar. A son of Ikswaku, built the city of Visala where Diti the wife 
of Kasyapa practised austerities. Sumati, the ruller of Visala receives 
sage Viswamitra and his party (45-47).

On the way from Visala to Mithila, they come across a deserted 
hermitage of sage Gautama. The sage narrates the account of Ahalya 
(sage Gautama’s wife). Ahalya gets released from the curse of sage 
Gautama by the very sight of Sri Rama (48-49).62

Sri Rama and others reach Mithila, king Janaka headed by his 
family priest Sadananda welcomes them and the sage introduces two 
princes as well as tells the episode of Ahalya’s release. Satananda 
narrates the life history of sage Viswamitra (50-51). The war for cow 
Sabala and sage Vasistha alonge with his Brahminieal staff renders 
ineffectual all the mystic missiles discharged by sage Viswamitra.

Sage Viswamitra practises severe austerities to attain Brahman- 
hood (52-56). The episode of Trisanku is described. Sage

62 Some of the versions of the Rramayanam mention Ahalya’s release.after the 
touch of Sn Rama’s holy feet.
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Viswamitra proceeds to create a new heaven for Trisanku (57-60). 
Sage Viswamitra rescuses Sunahsepa from Ambarisa’s bondage and 
the king gets the reward of the sacrifice without sacrificing him (61- 
62). Lord Brahma rewards him at Puskara with the status of a seer. 
The sage enjoys life with celestial nymph Menaka for ten years and 
hence retires to MtHimalayas, when he is rewarded with the status 
of Makarsi (63). Saga Viswamitra resolves upon a further course of 
austerities (64). Ultimately he is conferred the title of a Brahmarsi 
by lord Brahma (65). They come to the court and Janaka reveals his 
pledge regarding the bow. Sri Rama breaks the bow and the king 
sends his counselors to Ayodhya to invite Dasaratha for wedding 
(66-67).

Dasaratha along with sage Vasistha and his retinue reach Mithila. 
Janaka offers the hand of the two daughters Slta and Urmila to Sri 
Rama and Laksmana as well as Kusadhvaja offers the hand of his 
two daughters to Bharat and Satrughna. The wedding ceremony is 
described (68-73).

On the way of their returning to Ayodhya, Parasurama appears 
before them. He challenges Sri Rama to string the bow of lord 
Visnu, Sri Rama does so and puts an end to the worlds earned by 
Parasurama through austerity. Recognizing Sri Rama as the Lord he 
departs for Mt. Mahendra (74-76).

They return to Ayodhya, Yuddhajita (Bharata’s maternal uncle) 
takes away Bharata and Satrughna to his father’s capital (77).

Ayodhyakanda (Cantos 119, Verses 4317)

fifforr
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It begins with the aging king of Ayodhya, Dasaratha, his wives 
Kausalya, Kaikeyl and Sumitra, and the four princes: Rama, son of 
Kausalya, Bharata, son of Kaikeyl, and Laksmana as well as 
Satraghna, sons of Sumitra. Dasaratha determines, amid general 
approval, install Rama as Yuvaraja, the crown prince or heir- 
apparent (1-6), but Kaikeyi urged on by her servant Manthara (7-9), 
contrives to have him supplemented by Bharata and banished to the 
forest for 14 years (10-12). Dasaratha feels forced to give in to her 
petulance in fulfillment of 02 boons he has previously granted her, 
but his agony of mind doing so it touchingly portrayed; so profound 
is his grief that he dies shortly after Rama’s departure from 
Ayodhya, attributing his death, separated from his son, to retribution 
for having accidentally killed an ascetic (13-15).

His distress is shared by almost all the inhabitants of the town, 
but not by Rama himself, who accepts the decree with absolute 
submission and with the calm self-control that regularly charac­
terizes him (16). The more completely to fulfill his father’s comm.- 
ands, he suggests sending messengers to recall Bharata, who, with 
Satraghna, is away from Ayodhya on a visit, and so innocent and 
ignorant of his mother’s machinations; Rama then makes 
preparations for his departure with no protest whatsoever, 
accompanied at their insistence by his wife Slta and his brother 
Laksmana (17-35). Dasaratha feels intense pain of separation, scolds 
Kaikeyl Kausalya persuades him and begins to lament, Sumitra 
consoling her. Sri Rama and party take hault on the river Tamasa 
(36-39). The trio sons evade the huge crowd of mourning citizens 
who flock after them (40-41), the citizens helplessly return to 
Ayodhya. In the mean time Sri Rama having crossed the revers 
Vedasruti, Gomatl and Syandika, reacher the bank of river Ganga 
(42-43) and make their way, first by chariot, then on foot, to Mt. 
Citraku|a, visiting en route the Nisada chief Guha (44-45) and the 
ascetic Bharadvaja (46-48). On Citrakuta they erect a hermitage 
where they live happily for a while, enjoying the beauties of nature 
(50, 58-60), Minister Sumantra returns to Ayodhya. Kausalya and

63 Taken verbatim from Broekigton J. L.: Righteous Rama The Evolution of
an Epic, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1984.
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Dasaratha lament for Sri Rama, Dasaratha narrates the episode of 
Sravana and the curse given by his parents. The king dies (51-57).

Meanwhile, to avert the graphically predicted evils of a kinless 
state, Bharata has been recalled to Ayodhya (61-65), where he 
confounds his mother’s schemes by angrily rejecting the profferred 
kingdom (66-73) and setting off (74-75), accompanied by the 03 
queens and huge retinue, to fetch Rama back (76). They too meet 
Guha (77-81), start for Prayaga (82-83) and are entertained to a 
miraculous banquet by Bharadvaja (84-85). Crossing the river 
Yamuna Bharata and party reach Ramasrama (86-89). Rama greets 
Bharata with none of the rancour displayed by the excitable 
Laksmana (90-93), Rama along with His brothers performs but 
enquires calmly about his conduct of public affairs (94); but he 
insists on carrying out to the letter of his father’s express wish, 
undeterred alike by Bharata’s impassioned pleas and offers to change 
places with him (97-99), by the cyncal materialism expressed by the 
courtier Jabali (100), and by the defence of orthodox traditional 
values put forward by the court chaplain, Vasistha (101-102), 
followed by the glory of Solar dynasty (103). Eventually Bharata and 
his train return to Ayodhya (106), taking with them Rama’s sandals 
as a symbol of his authority (104-105); Bharata retires to nearby 
Nandigrama, from where he administers the country as Rama’s 
regent (107). Meanwhile Rama and his companions decide to leave 
Citrakuta for a remote part of the forest, by way of the hermitage of 
Atri and Anasuya (108), who listen to their story and present them 
with handsome gifts of clothing and ornaments (109-111).

Aranyakanda (Cantos 75, Verses 2446)
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Book three, Aranyakanda, narrates the exiles life amongst the 
hospitable, respectful sages (1) and the hostile Raksasas of the 
Dandaka forest. Despite Rama’s resolve to live like an ascetic, it is 
his role as the perfect Ksatriya, or warrior, which now comes to the 
fore. The brothers have to rescue Slta from the clutches of a Raksasa, 
Viradha (2-3), meet sage Sarabhanga who then ascends to heaven (4) 
and the sages extract a pledge from Rama to protect them against the 
depredation of the Raksasas (5). Slta (or, more realist-ically, a 
relatively late redactor of poem) feels that such conduct may lead to 
a charge of aggression, but Rama counters this argument with an 
appeal to his duty to protect the ascetics (8-9). For ten years Rama 
and his party wander among the sages; we have specific accounts of a 
their visits to Sarabhanga (4), Sutiksna (6-7), and Agastya, who 
gives him divine weapons and advises him to build a hermitage in 
nearby Pancavatl (10-12); on the way there, they meet the vulture 
Jatayus, who narrates his lineage and offers them his protection (13).

While they are living in the hut they have built in Pancavatl (14) 
where they enjoy the autumn season (15), the hideous but none the 
less amorous RaksasI Surpankha makes advances to the brothers; 
infuriated by their disdain, she attacks Slta, and Laksmana multilates 
her as a punishment (16-17). Her brother Khara attempts to avenge 
her, first by sending a posse of fourteen Raksasas to kill the brothers 
(18-19), and then, after they have all been killed (21-22), by leading 
an army of fourteen thousand to attack them (20); Rama alone 
defeats them all (23-24), killing the generals Dusana (25) and Trisira 
(26), and finally Khara himself (27-28), to the delight of the 
Dandaka sages (29). Surpankha then seeks a different kind of 
vengeance from another brother, Ravana, king of Lafika, whom she 
incites to abduct Slta (30-32). He compels the aid of the unwilling 
and timorous Manca (33-39), whose disguise as a golden deer and 
feigned call for help induce Slta to send both brothers after it (40- 
43); Ravana, disguised as a mendicant, thus has not difficulty in 
seizing her (44-47). Jatayus is fatally wounded when he attempts to 
intervene (48-49), and Slta is taken to Latika (50), where, having 
vehemently rejected all Ravana’s blandishments, she is confined in a 
grove of Asoka trees (51 -54).
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Sugriva (29-30, 32) remind him (33) of his promise to help (34-35). 
A vast army of Vanaras is mustered (36-38), divided into four, and 
sent off with instructions to search for Slta in every direction (39- 
42). Rama places most faith in the party led by Hanuman and
Angada, and entrusts his ring to Hanuman as a token for Slta (43). 
The momkey chiefs set forth towards the quarters assigned to them 
by Sugriva (44-45). The other three parties return without success
(46) , it sure now that Hanuman alone will be able to discover Slta
(47) , but after much searching and several bouts of suicidal despair 
(48-54), Angada and Hanuman’s troop meet Sampati, Jatayus’ 
brother (55); Angada narrates him the whole story form the entry of 
Sri Rama into the Dandaka foreset to his own fasting and from him 
they learn that Slta is on the island Lanka (56-57), Sampati narrates 
his past life and the incident how he lost his wings (58-64) and 
Hanuman resolves to leap over the sea to find her (65-66).

Sundarakanda (Cantos 68, Verses 2865)
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Book five, called the Sundarakanda after its account of the 
beauties of Lanka, opens with a long account of Hanuman’s fantastic 
leap (1), after which he alights unnoticed in Lanka and wanders 
about the city, dazzled by its splendours (2-5). Entering Ravana’s 
magnificent palace, he searches in vain for Slta (6-9), having fail to 
find Slta even on searching for her all round Hanuman enters to the 
grove (10-12) and eventually discovers her in the Asoka grove (13), 
his eyes filled with joy on beholding Slta. On seeing Ravana 
surrounded by hundereds of young women approaches Slta, he hides 
himself under the boughs in order to avoid observation (14-17) and 
overhears her rebuff Ravana’s entreaties and threats (18-20). Her 
guards also try to persuade her to accept Ravana, though one, Trijata,
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cheers her by recounting an auspicious dream (21-25). Sita 
experiences good omens (26-27). Hanuman gently reveals himself to 
the incredulous Sita (28-33) and proves his identity by producing 
Rama’s ring (34). Sita refuses to escape with Hanuman, preferring to 
be liberated by Rama in person, but gives the Vanara a jewel as a 
token for Rama (35-36). Hanuman consoles Sita and hands over Sri 
Rama’s ring (37-38). Instead of hurrying back in secret, Hanuman 
then embarks upon a course of ostentatious and wanton destruction 
(39-41), kills a number of Raksasa champions (42-45) and finally, 
curious to see Ravana, allows himself to be captured by Indrajit, 
Ravana’s son (46). Commended by Ravana Prahasta inquires of 
Hanuman why he has ruined the grow and and killed the demons he 
warns Ravana if he longed to survive, he should restore Sita to Sri 
Rama (47-49). The angry Ravana is dissuaded from killing Hanuman 
outright by his virtuous brother Vibhlsana’s reminder of the 
inviolability of envoys (50), so he merely sets fire to the Vanara’s 
tail (51). This does not have the desired effect; Hanuman uses it as a 
brand to complete the destruction of Lafika (52). Reassuring himself 
of Slta’s safety (53-54), he re-crosses the sea (55) and reports to his 
eager companions (56-58). They are overjoyed, the rampage through 
Sugffva’s private orchard, the Madhuvana, to the discomfiture of its 
guards (59-61) before returning to Kiskindha with the news of the 
success of their mission (62-66).

Yuddhakanda (Cantos 128, Verses 5783)
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Book six, the Yuddhakanda, concerns with the final battle bet­
ween the armies of Rama and Ravana, hearing the report from 
Hanuman as well as the description of Lafika, Rama and the Vanaras 
march southwards (1-4), Sri Rama reminds Sita and laments (5). The
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Raksasas prepare for war (6-8), Vibhlsana defeats when his 
conciliatory advice is refused (9-10). After some debate, he is 
welcomed into Rama’s camp, and consecrated as king of Lanka (11- 
13). When the sea did not allow a passage Sri Rama looses fierce 
arrows (14). The problem of how to cross the sea is solved by Nala’s 
construction of a causeway (15). Ravana receives information from 
his spies about the size of the besieging army (16-21) and after 
trying in vain to frighten Slta into submission by showing her the 
illusion of Rama’s severed head (22-24) Malyavan persuades 
Ravana. On reaching Lanka Vibhlsana apprises them of arrangement 
made by Ravana at 04 gates for the defence of Lanka (25-30) and 
Ravana rejecting Rama’s ultimatum delivered by Angada (31), joins 
the battle (32-34).

Disaster soon strikes, Indrajit and puts Rama and Laksmana out 
of action (35), to the despair of Vanaras (36) and the watching Slta 
(37-38), but eventually the brothers are resorted by the divine 
intervention of the bird Garuda (39-40). There follows a long series 
of duels, resulting in the eventual deaths of all the most fearsome 
Raksasa champions at the hands of Rama, Laksmana and the 
monkey-chiefs (41-46). During this time, Rama overcomes Ravana 
but spares his life (47). One of the most terrible of the Raksasas is 
another brother Kumbhakarna who is under a curse of deed sleep 
(49); the elaborate efforts of his desperate comrades to wake him 
provide some much needed comic relief from the tension of the 
battle scenes, (48) Kumbhakarna twists Ravana for all his misdeeds 
and rushes to battlefield (50-54), but after causing initial havoc 
among the Vanaras even he is slain by Rama (55). Hanuman slays
Devantaka and Trisira. Angada, Nila, Rsbha and Laksmana kill 
Narantaka, Mahodara, Mahaparswa and Atikaya respectively. 
Indrajit presides over Brahma missile make Sri Rama, Laksmana as 
well as the monkey army unconscious. Hanuman fetchs the herbs,

r

Angada, Dwivida, Mainda, Sugriva, Hanuman kill Sonitaksa, 
Yupaksa, Kumbha and Nikumbha respectively (56-67). Indrajit 
repeatedly resorts to magic to strike terror into the Vanaras: one of 
his stratagems is to show Rama and Laksmana the illusion of Slta 
being executed (68), he also embarks upon a sacrifice to ensure
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victory (69), Vibhlsana asks Rama to send Laksmana with army to 
march against Indrajit who is prevented from completing it by 
Laksmana (70-73), who eventually kills him (74-78). Ravana being 
enraged due to his son’s death proceeds to kill Slta but is stopped 
Suparswa (79-82). Only Ravana is left, and at least he takes the field 
again amid bad omens (83). Ravana along with the demon army 
marches to the field. Sugnva destroys the army and ogress chief 
Virupaksa. Angada kills Mahaparswa. The war is between Sri Rama 
and Ravana (84-96). His duel with Rama is protracted, but finally, 
after Rama receives divines help in the form of Indra’s chariot and 
driver, Ravana too is killed (97), Vibhlsana performs funeral rites 
(98-99) and then he installed as the king (100). 4

However, later qualms about Slta’s virtue cause Rama to be made 
coldly to spurn her, saying (for the first time) that he undertook the 
quest and combat simply to vindicate his own and his family’s 
honour, and not for her sake and asks her to seek shelter elsewhere 
(101-103). In desperation, Slta undergoes a fire ordeal (104). The 
gods appear to Rama and reveal that he is in fact an incarnation of 
Visnu (105) and Agni hands Slta back to her delighted husband, 
unhurt and exonerated (106). Dasaratha now appears, blesses his 
sons, and tells Rama to return to Ayodhya and resume his reign (the 
fourteen years of exile have, it seems, just expired) (107). At Rama’s 
request, the dead Vanaras are restored to life by Indra (108); then 
Rama, Laksmana and Slta, and all the Vanaras, and Vibhlsana and 
his counselors, all climb into Ravana’s chariot Puspaka, and - 
surveying as they go the scenes of their earlier advantages - they fly 
back to Ayodhya (109-111).

After greeting Bharadvaja (112), Rama sends Hanuman to find 
Bharata, who is living the life of an ascetic (113). Bharata is 
delighted by the news of Rama’s triumph and return (114), and

64 Brockigton J. L. in his Righteous Rama The Evolution of an Epic, comments 
here, “Little trace remains of what was no doubt the original simple happy 
ending of the story: there is no reason to suppose that Rama and Slta were 
not joyfully reunited and lived happily ever after in the version, now ; 
extant.”
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restores to him the kingdom (115). This is followed by an elaborate 
ceremony of installation, and the epic is rounded off with a eulogy of 
Rama and his righteous ten-thousand-year reign (116).65

Uttarakanda (Cantos 111, Verses 3459)

^1 w&m

Book seven, the the Uttarakanda, begins with the arrival of the 
great seers arriving to meet Sri Rama and Agastya discloses the 
origin of Visrava, the race of demons and the origin of Ravana etc.
(1-9).

Ravana and younger brothers perform penance and obtain boons. 
The demons occupy Lanka and Ravana is installed as the ruler (10- 
11). The marriages of Surpanakha, Ravana and his brothers as well 
as the birth of Meghanada take place (12-13). Ravana’s exploits are 
described. Ravana attacks on the Yaksas, defeating Manibhadra and 
Kubera holds Puspaka (14-15). Lord Siva curses Ravana and curbs 
his pride (16). Vedavati being insulted by Ravana, curses him and 
enters into fire. Ravana kills Anaranya and receives curse from him 
(17-19). Ravana invades the domain of Yama, destroys the forces, 
fights with Yama and being triumphant leaves the place (20-22). He 
forcibly carries off the celestial damsels and other ladies who curse 
him. He accompanied by Madhu invades the realm of gods (23-25).

Ravana violates celestial nymph Rambha and receives a curse 
from Nalakubara. He invades the realm of Indra, the fight takes place 
between demons and gods. Vasu kills Sumali. A combat takes place

65 Brockigton J. L. ends his summary here, because he believes that the First 
and the Seventh Books are not the parts of the original epic.
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between Meghanada and Indra’s son Jayanta as well as god Indra 
and Ravana (26-28). Meghanada captures Indra and returns to Lanka. 
Brahma grants him boons agains the release of Indra from captivity 
(29-30). There is the encounter of Ravana and other demons with 
Sahasrarjuna who captures Ravana and bears him away to his city 
Mahismatl. Pulastya secures the deliverance of Ravana from the 
bondage. After Ravana’s humiliation at the hands of Vail he makes 
friendship with him (31-34). There is a description of Hanuman’s 
descent, past life and his heroic super human deeds. Due to a curse 
of some sages, he remains unconscious of his might. Sri Rama 
requests Agastya and other sages, he remains present in the sacrifice 
performed by Sn Rama and they depart. King Janaka, Yudhajita, 
Pratardana and others proceed to their respective dominions (35-38). •

- /

Sri Rama accepts the presents, distributes them to His friends, the 
monkeys, the bears as well as the demons and sends them back to 
their respective abodes (39-40). Bharata describes the glory of Sri 
Rama’s reign Slta wishes to visit penance groves and Sri Rama 
accords His consent. Bhadra reports ugly remarks made by citizens

r

about Sita, Sri Rama orders Laksmana to take Slta away in the forest 
and to leave her in the vicinity of sage Valmlki’s hermitage (41-45). 
Laksmana does so. He laments and talks with a heavy heart. Slta 
utters plaintive words and her message to Sri Rama. Laksmana 
departs. On hearing Slta’s wailing, sage Valmlki approaches her and 
takes her to his hermitage. There is a dialogue, between Laksmana 
and Sumantra (46-50). Sumantra consoles Laksmana by narrating the 
account of Bhrgu. Laksmana meets and comforts Sri Rama. Sri 
Rama persuades Laksmana with the narrative of king Nrga and 
instructs him to perform the duty towards the subjects (51-54).

There is the story of king Nimi as well as sage Vasistha’s re­
incarnation. King Nimi resides in the eyelids of living beings (55- 
57). Sukracarya curses king Yayati who has borrowed youth from 
his son Puru in exchange for his own old age. Yayati consecrates 
Puru and curses Yadu (58-59). The sages terrorised by demon 
Lavana approach Sri Rama and appeal to dispel the fear by 
destroying the demon. Sri Rama coronates Satrughna and dispatches

34



Chapter 01

him with a view to killing Lavana (60-63). Satrughna dispatches his 
army in advance.

Sage Valmlki narrates to Satrughna the story of Kalamaspada, the 
son of Sudas. Sage Cyavana appraises him with the power of 
Lavana’s lance. Satrughna kills Lavana. He establishes the city 
Madhupurl, proceeds to Ayodhya in the twelfth year to meet Sri 
Rama. On the way he listens to Sri Rama’s golry being sung and gets 
surprised, meets sage Valmlki as well as Sri Rama, stays there for a 
week and returns to Madhupurl (64-72). A Brahmin with his son’s 
dead body comes to Sri Rama and laments blaming Him for the 
death. Narada shows the reason as an unauthorized practice of 
penance of a Sudra called Sambuka. Sri Rama goes there in the plane 
Puspaka and kills him for which gods applaud Him. Sage Agastya 
welcomes Him, presents celestial ornaments and narrates the story of 
king Sveta (73-78). There is an episode of king Danda, Sri Rama 
leaves the hermitage and returns to Ayodhya. Sri Rama denies 
performing the Rajasuya sacrifice and performs the Horse-sacrifice 
as per Laksmana’s advice. Sri Rama narrates to Laksmana the story 
of king Ila (79-90).

Then come the descriptions of the preparation of the sacrifice, 
arrival of sage Valmlki with Lava, Kusa and he orders and asking 
them to sing the Ramayanam. Sri Rama hears the sweet song. He 
dispatches an envoy to sage Valmlki. Slta takes an oath for 
purification to which the sage supports. Slta enters into the hole of 
the ground offered by Earth and Sri Rama laments (91-99). Bharata 
proceeds towards the territory of the Gandharvas and defeats them. 
He installs his son Taksa on Taksasila and Puskara on Puskaravati.
Ahgada and Candraketu are coronated by Bharata and Laksmana in 
the territory of karupataha (100-102).

Durvasa in the form of an ascetic approaches Sri Rama to convey 
Lord Brahma’s message and wishes to meet Sri Rama and warns him 
not to enter the chamber. Laksmana on breaking the condition is 
abandoned by Sn Rama. He departs to heaven along with his body. 
Sri Rama ascends to heaven with the citizens (103-110).
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Relevance ■ . a

As the literature is the mirror of the society, the mind of a poet is 
equally reflected in the poetry. Sage Valmlki has illustrated the 
nature of a poet along with the form of the best poetry. Even the 
importance of an epic, its nature, form and the quality came to be 
known in their fullness. In spite of numerous poetic compositions 
existing in the world literature, the qualities of lucidity, beauty and 
sweetness found in Vdlmikiramayanam are rare elsewhere.

The Ramayanam is an excellent source-text as well as a fantastic 
work of inspiration and hence it has become a model for the poetic 
genius like Bhasa, Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti and manhy others of the 
regional languages. It is such a powerful composition that it grows 
true love in the human heart through the charming literary art. Its 
incessant chanting and repetition create the human excellence in the 
society adorned with the humanity and chastity. For this reason Sri 
Rama saga based on Valmikiramayanam (1/2/37-38)66 is read, 
recited and listened to by the masses in all over India.

The Ramayanam is a perfect text of ethical and moral values in 
all aspects like household duty, family concord, social life, political 
segment, righteous progress and spiritual development. It is a histori­
cal saga dealing with numerous ideals and it puts an example before 
the society how one can live a gorgeous life. As e.g.When Kaikeyl 
decides for Sri Rama’s exile, she calls and asks Him to follow 
father’s command. At that time Sri Rama enumerates 03 categories 
of a son. (1) The best (3tPT:) who follows father’s command without
telling any thing. (2) The middle one (WW:) follows the command 
after telling. (3) The inferior one (W:) disregards father’s command.

In this way, the Ramayanam, a marvelous piece of the poetic 
excellence occupies a unique place in the human heart since ages.

66 PiW: 1 yxiRwiki II
rciC<J)Cll rclleKj^JJSfgfc^ II
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Moreover it is portrayed in the light of spiritualism and hence it 
shines more with the title Adhyatmaramayanam(=AdhR) which deal-

r

mg with the spiritualism imbibed in Sri Rama Saga is an important 
treatise for the devotees of Sr! Rama as well as the students of 
Vedanta esp. the followers of Kevaladvaita. It has its great influence 
on the later Ramayanas like Anandaramdyanam, Kambardmdyana, 
Krttivasaramayana, Ramacaritamanasa and so on.

Conclusion

Thus the study of the Ramayanam gives rise to the divine
£7thoughts leading one to the supreme human goal of Absolution.

The calculation of the couplets of all the available texts on the 
Ramayanam, life history of Lord Sn Rama, it undoubtedly extends 
to a hundred crore couplets in total. The reading, reciting and 
listening to of these numerous Rdmayana texts eulogizing SrT Rama 
destroy the major sins of the people, naturally by pointing out to 
them the righteous path.

67
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