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One of the most marvelous sights of my whole life, 

unsurpassed in my travels in nearly all parts of 

the world, was that of the prairie in spring. 

Unfading are my memories of that waving 

rippling sea of lavender, when the wild sweet 

william, a species of phlox two or three feet in 

height was in full flower. It stretched away in the 

distance farther than the eye could reach…As the 

sea of phlox faded it was succeeded by another 

marvelous flower bed of nature’s planting, and 

this in turn by others until mid-summer was 

reached…(Herre 1940).  


