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GLOSSARY

An annotated glossary of terms. . .

“

A dhahpadma

adhisthana

aditala

3linda
3linga-pattika
alpandsi(alpandsika)

alpavimina

ananku

anarpita
»

anga

ankaga

antarala

antari (antarita)

anukaya

ardhamandapa

ardhourka

Minor cyma-recta moulding

mould base;

Types: KapStabandha, Mancabandha,
Padmabandha, Padmaka, Padma-
pufkala, Pudpabandha, Sun-
darabja, etc.

ground floor

aisle

alinga;fillet

see nisi

small, single—storeyed shrine

the basic power within the female
breast. & loin

with detached hiara
"limb"; temple part(see {adiﬁga)
hall-bay ‘

covered vestibule set between ardha
and mahamandapa

recess between mouldings

constituent moulding of a principal
architectural member

half-hall articulated with the vimana

shorts



arpita

¢ . -
asta-parivara

Astasra
avarana
avudaiyar

- ayatana
ayatdsra
bihyabhitti
bhadra
bhadrakostha
bhadradzla
bhitti torana
bhuta

bHutamila

bhitavalabhi

Biruda

Brahmacchanda

Brahmakanta

S'aduram (Tamil)

cakravaka (cakravaki)

candramar}dala

L;@g"
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with attached hara

eight subsidiary deities around a cen-
tral shrine; sub-shrines for such
deities

octagonal sfikhara—type

enclosure; wall enclosing the garbhagrha
base or pitha of linga

shrine

rectangular

outer wall

central offset (walll division)
bhadra-niche

central sala in the hira
téraga-pattern above wall-niche
goblin, dwarf

band of goblins (on projecting rafter-
ends beneath the cornice of the
architrave)

bhutamala

title assumed by kings

square gikhara—type

tetragonal column-type

cubical pillar-part

Cakva-bird (decorative motif on
kapota corners)

pattern of circles ("moon'-discs)
around the edge of the cupola or
along the lip of a cornice



candrasila
Capakdra (Capa)

caturanga

caturasra
caturvarga

citra-potika

dvarapala
dvirasila (dvarasobha)

~dvitala
ekatala

G3dha
Gajapyrstha
gala

galapada

garb hagz‘ha
gavikda

kgha@a

g:;hapiqc_ii

griva

grivadevata
grivakSshta

guha

moonstone
apsidal (dikhara-type; vimina-type)

having four divisions: base, wall,
cupola, finial

square s’ikhara-—type
square 4kﬁta-type

potika-type with carved or painted
central band

~ door~guardian

/.. '
sala-roof over entry

two-storeyed
one-storeyed

large central cavity in a nasi
apsidal (elephant-backed) s’ikhara—-type
kantha; recessed moulding

vertical block at intervals inside
the gala

womb~house ; sanctum

"cow's eye" motif; nasi

vase, pot; cushion-shaped pillar-part
(above lasuna)

~wall of an upper storey

neck; recess between the cupola and
the entablature

deities in the grivak®Gslita
major niche on the griva

slit-niche



*
hamsa

hamsamala
hamsavZ3jana
hamsavalabhi

hara

harantara
hiraka

b8ma (®ma)

indrakanta
Indumaqgiala

igakanta

jagati
jatd
jatibhira

jatd maku}a

kac}alikakarana
kal (Tamil)
kil (Tamil)
kalada

kampa

kanc%hara

u3?
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goose, gander (decorative motif)

hathsa-band below the cornice of
the architrave

hatsa-patterned fillet underneath
the cupola

hamsamala; hamsa figures on
rafter-ends

balustrade or cloistered parapet, in

the superstructure, most often inclu-
ding kuta and d£3la aediculae; connec-
ting wall~segment

h3ara-section between aediculae

pillar-moulding

basal-block of piliar

16-sided column-type
circular medallion (decorative motif)

round column-type

basal moulding of adhisthana; plinth
lock of hair
heavy locks of hair

crown of lock of hair

corbelling

stone

pillar-shaft

ghata; vase-finial
rectangular fillet

generally broad recess between
mouldings



kantha
kap'é*ia
kapdtabhadra
kapdtanasi
kapBtapanjara
Karanda makuta
kati-slitra
kir'xkirzi

karna
karnakuta
katakavrta

kattu (Tamil)

khura

kinnari

kirtimukha
kodikkaruku (Tamil
koc‘iuﬁgai (Tamil)

Konapatta

kGshta

koshta-panjara

Kovil (koyil) (Tamil)

ksudranasi (-nasika)
ksudrapanjara

kucabandha
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neck; recess between mouldings
roll-cornice; also overhanging cornice
upapitha-type

nasi-pattern on kapota
panjara-pattern on kapota
casket like crown

waist band

anklets

corner; corner wall-division
corner aedicula, see kuta
ribbed; kumuda-type

striated, multi-faceted, or polygonal
necking (pillar element)

jagati moulding

half human bird motif
"face—of~glory" (decorative motif)
patralata

mrnalika, eve-street

ridge plate; decorative pattern at
kapota corners

niche; also equivalent to sila

pafijira projecting from a &la (kdshta)
temple

alpanasi, nasi

pafljara-pattern

breast band



kuc}apac}a}i ‘(Tamil)
kidu (Tamil)
k'ﬁcgya
Kidyalangula
kﬁciLyastémbha

kumuda

Kuta

kutagara

lalatbimba

lalatanZsi

lasuna

lapa
madakovil (Tamil)

madda&a (mada}a)
mah¥mandapa
mahan¥si
mahapatti
mahavajana
makara

makara—tb'raq a
makaratunda
L ¥

mala

2
\/\q’ 4

khiira, jagati

nasika

.-bhitti; wall

cantoning pilaster
bhittistambha; wall pilaster

torus moulding: katak‘évgta, tripatta,
vrtta

: /
square aedicula: caturvarga, sadvarga

roofed chamber on a house-terrace

crest figure a decorative motif

large gavaks’a front of a wvaulted,
apsidal structure

ridged, wvase-shaped, pillar-part
rafter

shrine with a tall podium forming
a blind lower storey

strut, cantilever

large hall attached to ardhamandapa
large nasi; dormer

broad fillet

broad, oversailing fillet
crocodile-monster; dolphin

{orana—arch spewed from the mouths
of makara , or formed from their tails

makara-snout projecting at temple-
.corners in gala and prastara

garland; decorative band
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malasth3na

malika
mana

manasutra

manca

mafica (mancabandha)
maficabhadra

mandapa

mandi
.e

masuraka

matanganakra

medhi

Ny ./
misra (misraka)
mrnélika

L d

mukhamandapa

mukhapatti

mukt3ivali
muktasara

nagadala (raga-dalakrti)

nakulapada

nasi

A 433

pillar-part below the ghata, deco-
rated with pearl and floral festoons

cloister
measurement

straight line marked by a measuring
cord

platform; prastidra
aldhisthina-*type
upapitha-type H

hall, generally with columns

echinus;
Types: pali, padma, nagadala

griva-plinth; base

decorative motif of elephant and

. crocodile combined

griva-plinth; central platform

mixed type; changing from square
to circular

eve-strut; cantilever of a faceted,
lotus-stalk, form

front hall; entry hall

peripheral band defining the contour
of a nasi

pearl string (decorative motif)
mandi-type made up of a circle of
thickened petals simulating cobra-hoods

framing split pilasters, paired pilas—
ters, dwarf niche-pilasters

gable-end of a wagon-vault; gavikéa,
"horse~shoe," or "caitya-arch" motif



nasika

nisik'ésh’ga
-y -

nasipanjara

retrakos ht.a
‘Oma

pada

padma

padmabandha
padmaka
padmakira
padmapada
padmapiduka
padmapuékala
padmopana
paduka

pakéasila

-pali (p3lyakara)

panjara

pafijarakostha
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diminutive of nasi

miniature niche with nasi-top
M.-

panjara

paired nasikoOshta '
homa; basal-block of pillar or pilaster

1. wall;
2. wall-pilaster, pillar;
Types: Brahmakanta, Vispukanta,

Indrakanta, Rudrakanta,
I§akanta; Ajapida, Bhuta-
pada, Citrakhanda, Mé&da-
pada, Nigapida, Padma-
pada, Simhapada, Vyala-
pada, etc.

1. inverted cyma-recta moulding with

lotus-petal pattern;

2. lotus-shaped mandi-type;

3. lotus-shaped cupola cap

lotus—frieze

adhisthiina—type

mandi-type

lotus-based column-type

cyma-recta at base of adhisthana

adhisthana-type

lotus-formed upana

upana; sub-plinth moulding

balustrade

dish-shaped mandi-type

fronton of vaulted apsidal shrine
(decorative motif) .

niche with pahjfra top



patra-tSrana
patralata
patta

pattika

phalaka
pitha ‘

po‘Eika
pranzla

prastara
prati

pratibhadra

pratikarna
pus’pabandha
pu gpapotika

rathakara

rudracchanda

rudrakanta
sabhikara
s/adaﬁga

dadvarga

e , 35;:-
\_\'?.S ’ ‘é\"o

vine-patterned torana-arch
vine, leaf, or floral-band motif
broad rectangular fillet

kampa; rectangular fillet; often top
slab of adhisthina

abacus (pillar-part supporting po:cika)
pedestal, platform

bracket-capital; L,
Types: citra, taraiga, puépa

nala; water-chute for draining lus-
tral waters

entablature
plank-moulding

wall-projection between bhadra and
karna parts, flanking bhadra

wall projection flanking karna
adhisthana-type

flower-blossom (or bud) extension
of potika

temple-car-like vimana-type (with
wheels and horses)

round é'ikhara—type

round column-type

rectangular, keel-roofed s’ikhara—’cype
(without gable-ends)

six members; or six constituent
mouldings

six divisions: base, wall, entablature,
vertical recess, cupola,
finial



s’aktidhvaja

LS
sala

/s
a-<ikhara
o —
dalakEra
log e -
sialakoshta
salilantara

/e
gikhara

simha-lal3ta
simhamukha
simhapada

siﬁrxhavak’fra

stambha

stambha-t?)rax}a

stipi (stlipika)

subhadra
sundarabja

sunddbhada

tala
taranga

todi

tirumaligai (Tamil)

tribhanga

438

o~

u >

shovel-shaped nasi finial

rectangular hall with wagon-vault

roof; miniature ¢5la-shaped aedicula

in the h3ara

rectangular, wagon-vault Sikhara

wagon-vault s/ikhara—type

niche with £3la top; £31a

recess between wall-bays

crowning cupola; ,

Types: Brahmacchanda (Caturasra),
Vispucchanda (Ast3sta),
Rudracchanda (Vrtta), Gaja-
prstha, Sabhakara, S3lakira

simhavaktra; lion-head nasi-top

lion's mouth holding water-chute

lion-based column-type

lion~head n&si-top

pada; column

gate pattern; see also makara-tGrana

jar-finial

central offset of bhadra

adhisthana-type

split; fluted

floor, storey

wave (potika-type)

minor dish-moulding over lastna
malika; cloister

the triple body flexion or § curve



tripatta

tritala

udarabandha
upana

upapitha

urdhvapadma
utsava bEra
uttara
uttariya
vajana

valabhi

val_l_i—‘maxz@ala
vedi
védika

vimana

virakantha

visnucchanda
visnukanta

vrsa
.
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tri-faceted (kumuda type)

three~storeyed

waist band
sub-plinth moulding

platform or socle beneath the adhis-

thane;

Types: Mancabhadra, Kapotabhadra,
" Kapotasana, Védibhadra

minor inverted cyma-recta with lotus-
petal pattern

subsidiary ritual image of main image
used in festivals and always movable

. architrave of the entablature;

lintel, beam

upper- garment

projecting upper band, above kampa
or pattika

rafter—ends

conventionalised scroll carved on
the kapota-lip i

altar; group of wall mouldings (above
the adhisthana)

railing

shrine, temple

square or rectangular tenon-moulding
between the abacus and the capital
of the pillar

octagonal sikhara-type

octagonal pada-type

1. circular temple-type;
2. bull figure on roof



vgtta

vrttasphutita

vrittiyata
vyala

vyalamala
vyalavari

circular (kumuda type; s’ikhara—type)

round pillarette with pot base and
nasika top (wall-ornament)

elliptical temple-type
composite fantastic animal

band of vyala figures



