» APPENDIX

Policewomen’s photographs and news cuttings from local news papers
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A tale of city’s ‘missing’ polic

By Fatema Lunawadi
Times News Network

Surat:  Crimes against
women are surging in the
city, but records show the
rather dismal shortage of
policewomen adept enough
to handle such cases.
During recent times,
fresh recruitment of police-
women is almost non-exis-
tent. Only one woman has
been recruited sine 2000 de-
spite the fact that reserva-
tion for women in the police
force is five per cent.
Commissioner of Police,
Sudhir Sinha, says, “Due to
ban on recruitment of new
police staff owing to finan-
cial troubles, new recruit-
ments are not taking place.
There should be a five per
cent increase in reservation
for policewomen in order to
meet the present demand.”
The absence of new re-
cruits in the staff, coupled
with at least three per cent
of the police force retiring
every year, there is a huge
vacancy — especially with
regard to women staff. This
isalso largely due to the fact
that the government sanc-
tioned quota allotted to
them is extremely less com-
pared to that of their male

counterparts.

Chetna Chaudhary, sub-
inspector at Mahila police
station, says. “Due to the
dearth of policewomen, it
becomes difficult to give
every case adequate time
and attention as on an aver-
age, We receive seven new
applications  every day.
Though we have 16 police-
women at our police station,
we need 16 more.”

Cleruf, c€ \ -

With the likes of major
women criminals foraying
into organised crime like
Rageshwari Devi (who mas-
terminded the diamond loot
in Varachlia, Mahidarpura
and Ved road) and Mariam
bibi, (a bootlegger arrested
by the Varachha crime
branch), the lack of women
police staff is proving to be
a major hindrance.

GV Desai. inspector at de-
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ewomen

tection of crime branch,
says, “When dealing with a
woman criminal, a police-
woman is a must (luring a
house arrest, search, as a
guard in the cell and to es-
cort women prisoners to the
court. The dearth of police-
women is definitely felt.”

At least five policewomen
are needed in each police
station, but there are only
four in Sachin, Chowk-
bazaar, Katargam and Pan-
desara whereas there are
only three in VVarachha, Ich-
hapore and Salabatpura po-
lice stations. In the entire
city, there are only two traf-
fic policewomen. There are
no policewomen in the
artned section. Most of the
policewomen work as wire-
less operators, office staff,
computer operators and are
put on phone duty.

“The unequal treatment
meted out to them during
training and lack of duty-
friendly uniforms add to
their woes . The lowering of
minimum educational qual-
ification for women consta-
bles from HSC to SSC is also
another step backwards
with regard to their per-
formance enhancement,”
adds Sudhir Sinha.
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More women lodging complaints

By Fatema Lyghwadi
Surat: There has been an alarm-
ing rise in the number of cases of
domestic violence and dowry-re-
lated torture in the city. However,
an increasing number of women
are shedding fears and coming
out to seek legal help.

Such cases are regularly filed
with almost every police station
in the city. On an average, 70 per
cent of the cases filed In Mahila
police station fall in this category.

On June 20, a case of physical
and mental torture was filed by
Sunita Ram, a resident of Ved
road, at Chowkbazaar police sta-
tion. She had
filed a com-

laint against
er husband
and in-laws for

Cases of physical, mental torture

against violence over dowry

counsellors at
police station

"bough Mahila police

station takes up a large
number of dowry cases
for counselling, there
aren’t any qualified coun-
sellors there. The police-
women themselves act as
counsellors. Chetna
Chaudhary, PSI at Mahila
police station, says, “it be-
comes difficult to give
every case adequate time
due to lack of qualified
counsellors. We have 16
policewomen at the police
station who have to dou-
ble up as counsellors.” tnn

2003 2004 2005 Upto May 2006

torturing her
for the last sev-

Number of cases
of suicides reported

en months. by women due to
The  same being physically and

day, acase of a  mentally tortured

demand  for

dowry  was

filed by Jigna

Patil, a resident of Amroli, at
Katargam police station against
her husband and in-laws for de-
manding a dowry of Rs 2 lakh and
jewellery

Another case was filed on June
22 by Shama Shaikh, a resident of
Bhathena, at Salabatpura police
station. She had filed a complaint
against her husband and in-laws
for physically abusing her and
asking her for dowry of Rs 25,000

to buy a tempo.

A similar case was filed on the
same day by Sujata Tailor, a resi-
dent of Ghod Dod road, at Umra
police station, against her hus-
band and in-laws for physically
and mentally torturing her for
over three years for not bringing
dowry.

She had also filed a complaint
against her in-laws for threaten-
ing to kill her and her father. The

V' ( <vvA.es

same day, a complaint was
filed by Darshna Patel at
Ichhapore police station
complaining of physical
and mental torture and de-
mand for Rs 1 lakh and jew-
ellery as dowry.

In almost 40-45 per cent of
the cases, the demand of dowry
and the torture by the perpetra-
tors subsides with the interven-
tion of the police.

In June 2006 alone, 32 cases
complaints related to dowry, of
the 76 filed across the city, were
solved after police intervention.
The husbands and in-laws stopped
harassing complainants any
more. Some cases were filed in
court and re pending hearing.
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Lalita Jadav
Lecturer in Sociology,

Arts & Commerce College, Savli

“POLICEWOMEN IN GUJARAT”- A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY
QUESTIONNAIRE

fum—

Name and Rank:

Age:

Address:

Native (village / town / city) :
Education:

Caste / Religion:

Joining date and place:

Age at the time of recruitment:

RS A o R

Marital status at recruitment:

Married unmarried  separated divorcee widow
10. Household structure at the time oﬁ recruitment:

Joint Nuclear

11. Family information at present:
12. Father’s / husband’s occupation at the time of recruitment:

13. Present marital status:
Married unmarried  separated divorcee widow
14. Source of information about availabilities of vacancies in police department.
1. news paper
2. employment exchange
3. personal contact ‘
4

. policemen / policewomen
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15. Did you have any relatives in police force when you accepted the job? Yes/No

If yes, who?

16. Is there any relative at present working in police force? Yes/ No If yes, who?

17. What were the circumstances under which you opt the police job?

I.

Economic compulsion, no source of income

2. Father / husband died, husband deserted
3. father retired / sick and not working

4. ‘
5
6
7

Divorced, strain relation with husband / in-laws

. wanted to be economically independent / was interested in any job

. any other

18. What factors (role attributes) have attracted you to become a policewomen?

1.
2.
3. Uniform and authority
4.

Economic security, full salary during training

Social and economic security, free house

Any other

. Liking for police job/ got N.C.C. training, interested.in active and disciplined life

19. When did you come to know about the presence of policewomen job in police force?

1.
2.
3.
4.

Since childhood
During school / college days
After completion of studies

When searching for job

20. Source of prior knowledge with regard to police women role through:

1.
2.
3.

First relatives (father/ mother/ brother/ sister/ husband)
Other relatives

Policemen/ policewomen

21. Awareness about the role of policewomen before you join the police force.

1.

No knowledge

2. Todo P.T. parade

3. To escort women convicts
4.
S

To deal with women processions, meetings etc.

. Office work 6. To deal with women
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22. What experience you had during training?
1 Physical discomforts
Disciplined and hard life
E'mbarrassment
Physical discomfrrts and strange atmosphere
Difficulty in under standing laws

No difficulty / happy and satisfied

A ol

Any other
23. What type of khakhi uniform is more convenient for policewomen?
Pant-shirt Salvar-kurta Sari
24. The procedure and methods of recruitment:
1. Competition in athletics and interview
2. Recommendatory letters, personal contacts and formal tests
3. Got job in place of deceased / died husband
25. Who motivated you to join the police job?

26. Was there any opposition? Yes/no If yes, by whom?
27. Did any body ask you to leave the job after marriage?

28. To whom would you prefer for training:
Male Female any other

29. What kind of difficulties had you experienced while getting training from male
inspectors?

1. Punctuality and disciplined life
Have to here filthy language
Did partiality between men and women
Never give relaxation
Give relaxation during physical uncomforting
No difficulty felt happy

Feel hesitation to talk with male instructor during physical problem

e e

Any other
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30. Perceived differences in the training by male and female training inspector.
1. Can talk freely with female instructor
2. Easy to talk and more considerate / sympathetic with female
3. Female instructor is less strict and can not disciplined and give training properly
4. No differences
5. No apprehension and embarrassment if trained by female instructor
6. Any other
31. Will you continue to serve in police force even though your husbands sound
economic position? Yes / No, Give reason.
32. Will you continue in the job if your\husband dislikes your present job?
1. Shall continue in the police job
2. Shall persuade him to work in police
3. Shall take up other career with his consent
4. Shall leave police force.
33. If given a chance to start your occupational career afresh which occupation would
you opt for?
1. Police career
2. Career other than police
3. Nojob
(Following three questions are only for unmarried women)
34. Would you continue this job after marriage? ’
35. Would you like to marry with a policeman?
36. Do you face difficulty in fining a life partner?
37. Will you recommend a job in police force to your near relatives, like daughter, sister,
cousin etc.? Give reasons.
38. What is your opinion regarding the treatment given to the criminals?
1. Feel happy when I punish wrong doers
2. Giving punishment is a part of duty
3. When forced I punished, not otherwise.
4, D:epends upon suspects
5. ldislike, try to avoid
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6. Use mental trea‘;mcnt
7. No powers only watch
8. No need
9. No experience
10. No response ‘
39. What kind of police duties would you like to perform?
1. Executive
2. Field duty
3. In station, fixed duty hour
40. What kind of duties would you like to avoid?
1. Bandobast 2. Japto 3. Field duty
4. Nightduty 5. Guard duty 6. Out station
7. Station duty 8. Wireless duty 9. Patrolling
10. Traffic duty  11. Night patrolling 12, Any other
41. Does policeman should accompany policewomen during comprehend women
convicts and interrogation, and other out station duties?
42. Do you accept the importance of policewomen in prévention of crimes regarding
women and children?
43, Is there any role of your in the situation of natural calamities?
44. What problems you face while maintaining law and order situation? ‘
45. What is the perception of general society about women joining police force?
Positive Neutral Negative
46. Do you fill stress to perform police duty? Give detail.
47. Are you satisfied with your present job?
48. If not satisfied give details.
49. As you are given equal status and roles in the police force, would you like to prove

that you can do the job as good as policemen?
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50. What kind of problemé have you faced in police job as a young working woman?

1. Job not accepted in the family
Unsatisfactory working condition
Cannot look after children
Suspicion by people

To much responcibility

AN G T i

Conflict with in-laws / husband
7. Any other
51. Point out your role satisfaction in family and society
Nature of the role ~ Satisfied Neutral
1. Aswife
2. As mother .
3. Asin-law
4. As a friend and neighbour
52. Does your husband help you in house hold work?
1. Always
2. Some times
3. Never
53. Give responses regarding the role
Role related variables Satisfied Neutral
1. Rank
2. Salary
3. Education
54. The relationship with male colleagues
1. Cooperate
2. Some times cooperate
3. Never cooperate

55. Describe you remembered experience as policewomen.

Not satisfied

Not satisfied
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Perception of Policemen-and Policewomn Regarding the Role of Women in Police:

1.

Eal S

12.

13.

Policewomen are more intelligent than their male counterparts.  Yes/No
Policewomen are inferior to their male counterparts. Yes/No
Policewomen are equal to their male counterparts. Yes/No

Policewomen get same pay but do not perform same types of duties as their male

counterparts. ' Yes/No
Policewomen are as physically fit as male police to face different hazards of he
police jobs. ‘ Yes/No
Policewomen can perform their different duties on their own. Yes /No
Policewomen are burden on police department. Yes/No
Policewomen are additional liability for male police. Yes/No
Policewomen are only show pieces in the police department. Yes/No

. Policewomen are considered as of law morals. Yes/No

. Policewomen need to develop some qualities like daring, confidence, hard work,

etc. to be success in police force. Yes/No
Policewomen are more oriented towards their familial obligations than the police
role. Yes/No

Pant-shirt as a police uniform increases the policewomen’s personality. Yes / No

Questions for Police Officers;

1.

“wok BN

What factors are important to cause difficulty in getting suitable female
candidates for police service? /

Will policewomen continue to rise rapidly in the future?

Are policewomen more irregular and unpunctual in their duties than policemen?
Are unmarried policewomen likely to create problems?

Are the widows of policemen, who were appointed after her husbands death, are
allowed to remarry?

Do you agree to recommend enlargement scope in duties and increase
policewomen in the cadre? Why?

Have you find that the women police are likely to have a very healthy effect on
women and children or on the morality of the people?

What kind of duties can policewomen perform effectively?
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