CHAPTER - IIX

9&L};§Lﬁ;ﬁ_&_ﬂ_;~q.§;a~

The need for establishing a sequence of cultures
based on vertical excavations for an intelllgent understanding
of the picture emerg‘lng\ from the explorations of the pre-
historic sites in the region can’not he over emphasized., To
meet thls requirement vertlcal execavations were conducted by
the author at Witathal and Siswal during 1988 and 1970 res-
pectively, The chapfer includes the description of stratigra-
phy and cultursl seéuence obtalned at bhoth the'siteé. Duyigg
1968-é§ and 196970 the author excavated gt Daulatpur jointly
with Dr, U,V.Singh éf the Kurukshetra Univerzity. The results
of this excavation have alse been incorporasted here, being

relevant to the study.

1. Excavation at Mitathal 1968 -
A, Strptigraphy

Excavationé were conducted at Mita;hal by the author
during January-April 1968} In all two trenches were suﬁk, one
each on the two mounds, The trench cut on the eastern mound
(Mitathal 1) was called MIL-1 and measured 26x6 meters, its
longitudinal axls being easte-uest, Thé‘cutting was located
on the eastern slopes of the mpund coveri#g the find spot
of fhe copper herpoons referred above, The second trench
eslled MTL-2 measured 1026 meters and was dug on the flat
top of the western mound.(Mitathal 2), .its longer axis being
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north-south, MrL-1{pp.—) was dug to a maximum depth of 5 meters
with an average cultural debris of 4,15 meters above the
natural soil comprising yellow silt containing kankar {Pl:—3
MTL 2 (P1:—) was excavated to s maximum depth of 4,50 meters
with an average cultural debris of 3,60 meters above the na-

tural soil.

The cultural debris of ¥ITL-1 is divisible into
two Periods viz, I and II, Period II is further divisidble into
two Subeperiods viz., IIa snd Ilb, Vhile MIL-]l has ylelded
the remaing of both the Periods and Sub-periods,at MIL.«2 only
Period II was encountered with its Sube~feriocds IIa and IIb,
The remaing of Perlod I were encountered in the eastern most

portion le, between pegs OV of MIL-1 (PL.T4 ).

Period I ¢ The average deposit of the perlod i1s 76 cms,
cverlying the natural soll and comprises of layers 13-17
(P1,74 ). Thoere are exposed three floorings sealed by layers
16, 14 and 12 respectively from bottom upwards the upper

two of whiceh show signs of burning.

Thete were encountered three structural phases
in the trench., Str, ph., 1 is comprised of a mud brick wall
(str, 11) running east-west and a rough faeing of adobe(Str,.13)
provided against a shallow cutting into the natural soil ’
running north-south. Str, 10 measures 1,92 m, long and 30 c.m.
wide, It comprises of a single course of headers and is
contemporary with layers 16 and 17, The bricks measure 30x20x10cms.

Str. 13 has two courses of adobe of irregular size., The second

structural phase comprises a2 mud brick wall running north=-south
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{(Str.9) constructed of herders and measures 2,12 m, long,
It has three course of bricks preserved, The structure is

contemporary with layers 1315,

Period Ila: The Sub-Period Ila has an average deposit of
2,50 meters in ¥MTLe-l and 2,65 meters in MIL-2, In the latter
trench the deposit overlies the natural soil directly. The

%4-T4)
deposit comprises of Tayers 12 to 6 1in MTL-lland Layers 16-lle

w MTL-% . ‘
The early levels of the sub=-periecd comprising

structural phases l,and 2 indicate & formative stage of the
Harappan settlement st the site, The structures are few and
comprise of mud brick walls, There is s thick deposit of ash
in these layers suggesting the existence of thatched huts,
The bricke measure 36x18x9 ecms, There is, however, noticed
an efflorescence of the culture about the mid levels with
s01lid mud brick structures constructed all over the site, The
structures are novw éométimes as thiek as one meter and are
provided with off sets in the foundation trench, The bricks
measure 40x20x10 cms. The occurence of broken bricks attest

the use of burnt bricks in this phase,

The Spb—?eriod I1a ha; 5 structural phases. The
structural phase 1 is comprised of strs. 7 and 37 in MTL.) and
str. 21 and 22 in MIL-2, Strs, 9 in MITL, 1 and 14,18 and 22 in
MIL-2 comprise structural phase 2, The third structural phase
comprises of strs, 8,4,9,5a,126,27,28,29,30,31,39,40,45,46,47
in MTL 1 and stre, 9,8,11,12,13,15,16,19,And 20 in MTL-2, The
structural phase 4 comprises of strs,2,4,5,24,38,48 and 49 in
WTL-1 and strs,3,4 and 10 in MIL-2, The fifth structural
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phase includes strs, 22,23, 33, 36,37,42,43 and ‘44 in MTL-1 add
strs, 5 and 9 in MIL-2, The bricks in structurel phases 3,4
and 5 measure 40x20x10 cms.jthe typical Harappan size,

The settlement appears to be well planned with
streets oriented east-west and northesouth. They are stagpgered

2
as st Xalibangan and messure 1 meter to 1.70 meters wide,

Periocd IIb: 'The SubePericd IIb is encountered in both the
trenches, The debris of the phase measures on averagge 1,66 m,
thick in ¥TL-1 and 1,25 m. in MTL-2. The deposit comprises
L.ayers 5«1 in MIL-1 and 101 in MIL-2,

The subeperiod is marked by a progressive dq—
cline of the Harappa Civilisation. There is noticed :m gradual
deterloration in their constructions as well as the other
material equipment, The houses are made of mud bricks or mud,
In several walls only brick bats have been used possibly re=-
moved for reuse from earlier struectures, The bricke measure

40x20x10 cns,

The phase comprises of two structural periods.
Structural phase 1 comprises of structures 5g, 5b and S¢ in
MTL-1 and structures 3,4 and & in VIL-2, The structural phase 2
is represented by the strs, 1, 5x, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 36x,
41 and 48 x in MTL-1 and strs, 1 and 2 in MTL-2, It is dig-
tinguished by the occurence of mud walls of walls of broken

pleces of mud bricks,
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The walls are not as solid now as in the previocus
sub=period. The stroets of this submpericd measure 1,50 meter
to 3,10 meter wide, Bome of the houses have oval ovenssin them,
A fire pit contained a nuwher of terra-cotts dises insitu where
they were placed for being fired, Although no evidence of
drainage system 1s noted from the site the use of a large
soakage Jar with a broken bottom was attested {rom the late
levels of this phase, A curlous feature of the phas;!- is the
occurence of & nmumber of circular pits lined with chaff mixed
clay, The pits have generally 1 to 1,30 m, diam, and 1 to 2

'meter depth., Perhaps the plts were used as grain bins, Similar
pits have been reported f{rom Cemstery H Cultureélevals at
Harappa, A circulsr wud plinth exposed in MIL-2 18 also intrie
guing, It is 1,30 meter in diemeter and preserved to a helght
of 30 ome, It overlies an oblong fire pit containing ash and

charcoal,

B, chgdré;sgggenge

:l‘ﬁo excavation revealed a continuous seguence of two
cultural Pericds mumbered.I and II from bottom upwards, Period II
vas further sub=divided into two phases viz IIA and 1IB, While
both the cultural periods alongwith their subwdivisions were
encountered in MIL.1, only remains of Perlods IIA and IIB were
met with in MTL-2, The main characteristics of each Pelod

are given balow:
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Period I.

Period I at Mitathal s characterised by the Late
Siswal‘ﬁares(Late Kalﬂhang&nﬁd&re)(ﬁ%.ﬁ Y. The ware is mainly
comprised of Fabries A and C tgough limited sherds of other
Fabrics of the KalibanganlWare are also met with, The sturdy
troughs or basins grooved on the interior, so typicel of Fabric
D at Kalibangan are conspicuous by thelr absence from the
excavation though a few sherds, hovwever, occur &n the surface,
The ceramic industry of the Period on the whole indicates a

1ate decadent rtage,

Fabric A 1s a red ware of medium course fabric with
en unslipped matt surface, It is rather sturdy and well fired
ware potted eradoly suggesting the use of a slow wheel, The
main shapes represented in the ware include vases with out-
curved or out-turned rim, jars with wide mouth and bowls with
convex sides or tapering sides. It 1s painted mainly with
horizontel bands in black at the rim or shoulder, the most
conspicucus bheing the dlock band, The 1imited variety of shapes
and designs and the absence of the use of white pigment as theh
second colour in gainting, so characteristic of the Kalibangani_
and 8iswal A Wares indlcates a late stage for the period.
Fabrie B 1s a medium to thick wheel-thrown and bhetter potted
ware cheracterised by rustication of the lower portion of the
vessels)while the upper portion is treasted with red slip, The
rmain shapes include jais and ribbed vases, Fabrie C represents
the most popular fabric in the pottery of this Period. The
pots are of medium thickness and turned on wheel, They are

hetter potted, made of better levigated -clay and sre well
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fired, The pots are treated with light red slip end bear a’
Harappan look. The main types include vase with a flaring

or short out-curved rim and are painted in black over light
red surface with linear and geometric d esigms, Fabric D is

a wheel~turned sturdy end well fired red were. It is unslipped
and painted with horizontsl black band at‘the rim over matt
surface, Bat for its sturdiness and better potting the fabrie
ecan hardl& be distinguished from Fabric A, Only a few sherds
of incised troughe are found, Fabrlc E 1s represented by a few
sherds of buff slipped were vhich for their thickness could
have, but for the buff slip, been included in Fabrie D, Fabric
F includes grey ware sherds which are indistinet from Fabrie

A but for their grey colour.

A few sherds of hand made coarse ware are also
found which include dough plates as the common types,

A 1imite§ number of fragments of Harappan red ware
represented by fraggxents of dish, perforated Jar, beaker and

pointed bese of vase also occur in this periced,

The structures are constructed of adobe and mud
hricks thellatter measuring 30x20x10 cms. The adobe courses
are lald against the netural soll perhaps dug for deepening
the interior of the hut, The mud bricks are laid as headers,
The lazyers of ash in the period imdicate the superstructure
of the houses belng of grass, Among the antiquities from the
period were included a single truncated biconical terra-cotta
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bead, clay bangles palnted black, of rounded aectioh and
sometimes having multiple tiers stone ball, stone quern and

pestle and a frag&entary copper ring,

Although a few Hsrappan shapes are met with in the
Pericd, the bulk of the pottery cowprises the Late Siswal Ware,
The structures are constructed in Kalihangan style of a brick-
length width with 1dentical brick sizegﬁIt is primarily for |
this typileally Kalibangan(faature that Porlod I has been dils-
tinguished from the later Harappan Peried. The co-orrurence
of the Harsppan shapes with the Qateﬂéiswal Ware indicote a

transitional stage éor the Period.

Period Ila .

Period Iia is marﬁed by the advent of a full blocded
Harappa culture charascterised by the typleal Harappan pottery,
dichotomy of the settlement, architecture, objects of household
use and ornaments, ?ut the Late Blswal Ware and ofﬂer artifacts
survive all through the Period*suggesting fhe co-existence of
the two peoples side by side:ix The ceramic Industry of the
Period may be broadly classified into two groups viz (&) the
Harappan Ware and the (b) Late Siswal Ware,

The Harappan pottery comprises red ware of medium
fabric, with falrly well levigated elay and fired at a high _
temperature showing red core ard only rarely has a greyish core
(Pﬂb.ﬂ’ ). In most of the cases the vessels are treated with
light red slip and painted with black bands at the rim or

‘shoulders, Some of the yessels are devoid of any slip or paint-

ing, The mein shapes include storage jar with narrow mouth and
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heavy projected rim, Jar with recurved rim and globular body,
vase with beaded rim, raised neck and globular body with a
ledge at the neek, vase with ontecurved rim ribbed shoulder
an;i saggar base, vase with beaked rim, shallow dish on stand
with projected rim, tall dish on stand with or without a drum,
bowl on stand, dish with nall headed rim and flat bsse, vese
with pointed base, beaker, perforsted Jar ete. The saucepan

handle and 'S' shaped vase are conspicucus by thelr absence,

(11) The Late Siswal Ware survives in the period
all t.hiéugh side by side with the Harapgan Ware in good quantity,
The ware comprises of all the six Fabries i,e, A,B,C,D,E &

P m‘%.n).

Fabric A retains its crudity and irregularity in
potting, the fabric 1s medlum to coarse and is well fired in
a number of cases to red core while some retain grey section,
The main types include vase with out-curved rim, Jars with
ocutecurved rim and globular body, storage Jar with externally
thickened rim and vase with a loop handle and bowls, The
vessels gre painted in thick black designs over dull red to
pale red matt surface, Fabric B is much limited and it has
medium thickness, The vessels are rustiested below shoulder
having thick red slipped upper portion, In one case the junc-
tion between the two is marked by a black band, The sandy
surface is further treated with horizontal rihs created by
fingers or bunch of grass or bamboo chipse, Fabric C is dis-
tinguished by pottery with a better fabrile, smooth vwheel throwe
ing end light or dull red slip, The main shapes sre vase with
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out-curved rim, bowls with convex or tapering sides ané a vase
with flaring rim decorated with block palnting at the rim and
neek, Fabrie D is represented by storage jars with externally
thickened rim and narrow neck, painted in thick black pigment
. over dull red matt surface as in Fabric A, Fabrle E is rare and
comprises of a vase with short out-turned featureless rim end
tapering sides, Thelfim is painted with chocolate band over
buff ship, ¥abriec F is represented by a vase with out curved
rim end globular body and a dish on stand,

The coarse red ware comprises'of‘hapﬂle of a vase,
thick end roundish in section, dough plates and bowls., They
have burnt pale red to dull red or blotchy surface. The handles
show surface treatment by dull red slip, \

Period IIa is marked by a speedy extention of thé\
township perhaps onlthe pattern of the Harappan cities repre- -
gentgd by an acropoiis and the townesite, The structures of
this phase are solid and the walls are sometimes as wide as
one meter, Some of the walls are also provided with offsets,
The Yeicks measure 40x20x10 cms,, the typical Hareppan size
met at Kalibangan, ?he settlement appears to be well planned
with streets orieﬁted easte-west and no;ghesouth and are one
meter to 1,20 meggr)wide, The streets appear to be staggered

as at Kalibangan; | .

The other finds from this perlod include a variety

of beads of seml-precious stones such as agate and carnelliany

-
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falence; stestite and terra-cotta. The excellent menufacture of
ctone beads, careful cutting of the disc beads of paste and

the variety of decoration on the fsience beeds show that the
people had attained a high standard in the art of lapidary

and possessed a developed aesthetic sense, That the stone beads
were manufactured locally seems to be suggested by the dis-
coveiy of an unfinished head and an urworked nodule of agate
from the site, The long barrel csrnellian beads so character-
i{stie of the Indus Valley are conspicuous by their absence,

It 4s surprising that the cylindrical barrel shapes are not
produced even in clay as done at I:ai:lrzalé?';3 Tho limited number
of paste beads again suggest the non-availability of the raw
material in sufficient quantity or the balsence of trade

contacts with the main centres of their export,

Out of a total of 243 falence bangles recovered

from the site, Perlod IIA ylelded 52 bangles of various shapes
and designs, The availability of falence bangles in numbers

and an exceptionally rich varlety of shapes and designs at
Mitathal and on other Harappan sites in the region suggests

the popularity of the ornament end perhaps the availability of
suitable clay in the vicinity, The terra-cotts bangles in single
or maltiple tiers, the latter being more popular 1n‘this period,
constituted the ornaments of the poor. These bangles are some-
times treated with buff or red wash and are painted in black

oblique strokes,

The terrg-cottg toy cart wheel with external hub,:
painted over buff or red on the outer sidej wheeled toy with
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animal head circalar disc with nail decorations sling ballj
discs merble snd triangular cake comprise certain other toys.
Stone balls, guartzite pebges used as hammer stone, saddle
querns and pestles and d1scoid sandstone balls perhaps used as
weights)comprise the stone tools of this period. The cublcal
'chert weight, chert blade, ring stone and sand stone welghts
found from unstratified levels seem to have been derived from
this period. An ivory pin from the phase perhaps represents

a stylus or & hairpin, 0f the 13 copper ohjects from the eX-
cavations only two pleces representing a ring end a square wire,

have been recovered from this period,

Period IIb .

Porioed IIb 1e characterised by red ware (ﬁ%.uﬂsi
showing continuous QVolutionary rather devolutionary tradition
in the ceramic industry of Period IXa, A general degernation
in the manufacture, treatment and decoration of pots is a
common feature of the SubePeriod, The characteristie Harappan
shapes such as goblet, beaker, steragé Jar with flanged rim,
perforated jar and dish on stand with projected rim are scarce
and have graduslly fallen out of use, The storage jar with
triangular or collared rim, basiﬁ with recurved rim and cerle
natad shoulder, shallow dish on stand with drooping rim, deep
dish on stand with underw-cut rim and squat troad stem, bowl
1ike 11d with 2 central knob and round base, vase with high
neck and flanged rim and vase with flaring rim and high neck
are some of the typleal evolved shapes of the periodr An in-

teresting type 1s a fine flasgk bearing affinities with those
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from Cemectary H: The surface treatment of the vessels is on

the whole poor and the slip 1s generally thin, The pots arg
painted in black over red surface generally with linear and .
geometric designs, In a number of cases the painting is execu-
ted coarsely but the number of the designe has largely increased
in this phsse,

A good number of chapes and psinted desligns in
pottery can be derived from the Siswal Ware tradition though -
they are now prepared in a better fabric and have generally
been trested with a light red slip or wash simulating the
Harappan Ware, But for a few shapes the ware has on the whole
go much evolved that it is daifficult to distinguish it from
the Harappan derivatives, The phase is also distinguished by
th; appearance of & few Cemetery H types such as the fine
flask, the basin with beaked rim, dish on stand with under-cut
rim, dish on stand with flering rim end sharp carinated shoulder
and jar with collared rim and tapering sides.

The period also shows s general decline in the
material culture of the people so well reflected in their
constructions &8s now the walls are not as solid ss in the pre-
vious phasé. Some of these are constructed of pleces of mud
bricks and mnd, The brick sizes, hovever, continue to be the
same as in Perlod IIa, The streets measure 1,50 to 3,10 meter
wide, Some of the houses have ovgl ovens in them, In one case
large storage Jar with a hole in the bottom was sunk in the

ground possibly for soakage purpose, Clrcular pits as wide

88 1.80 meters and sometimes as deep as 2 meters with thelr
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sides lined with decayed organic material possibly chaff are
an interesting feature of the period and have thelr counterparts

in the Cemetery H eulture, ZTerra-cotts dises, generally
f1atish and crude have been found in a fire pit in situ,

The phase has yielded & variety of beads of Agate,
carnellian, faience, steatite and terra-cotta. An interesting
terrg-cotta bead of the period 1s an arecamut type which
persists in the Painted Grey Ware culture alscﬂ Falence and
_g_g_x_-_:gg..m_ bangles have been found in numbers., The falence
bangles have been decorated with a variety of designs, The
white glaze on the greenish or bluish paste of the bangles
seem to have suggested the use of silver bangles in subse-
quent times which persiatf as popular ornaments with the village
folks in the reglon till today, Only two pieces of shell
bangles were recovered from this phase suggesting perhaps the
non-avellability of the raw material in sufficlent quantity at
so distant a place from sea., The ferra-cottag toys from this
phase comprise toy cart wheels with prominent hub on the outer
side and vheeled toys with bull or rem heads, The only terra-
m animal figurine from the straetified levels represents
a very crudely mede dog., The terrg-cotta dises are quite common
vhile the triengular cskes gradually become scerce, The stone

objects recovered from the site include spherocld and cuboid

welghts, sling balls, hammer stone pebhles and saddle querns

and mullere of aard stone,

Period 1Ib has yielded an important evidence of

copper impéaments. They include a flat celt, a ring, a pa!f;u
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and other objects (P1.{id. The harpoon (P1l,1[) recovered by
villagers earlier while ploughing the fi1dd not far from the
find spot of the ahove tools in all probability belonged to
this phase, It is interesting that a similar harpoon cgmes
from Saipal ean o.c.p. site in Etawgh District of U,P, The
occurence of the Copper Hoards from this phase 18 significant,
The metal anaslysis of the tools indicztes that the metal used

1
is pure copper without any alloy except the natural impurity,

2, Excgvgtions gt Siswal 1070

-

The excavations at Mitathal during 1968 provided a
stratigraphical evidence of the evolution.of prehistoric cul=-
tures in the Sarasvati Basin from Late &asww%é%ﬁam to Late
Harappan periods. The rather sturdy character of the ware, the
paucity of shapes and painted designs and the sbsence of the
nse of white pigment in painted designs in addition to black
as well as the absence of the microlithic blades in the pre-
Harappan Mitathal I, however, distinguished this Pericd from
Ralibangan I, though genersl typologlcal similarities existed,
Further, the ocecurrcnce of a few Harappan types like beaker,
dish and terrg-cotts calkes in Mitathal I suggested a late
stage for this Period, It was therefore, necessary to investie
gate 1f there existed a true pre-Harappsn counterpart of Kali-
bangan I culture in this part of the country, Siswal, where \
both typical Kalibangan]end the Mitathal T Wercs were found
from the surface in explorotion, supgested a possibility of
throwing ligkt on this aspect of the problem, 4f—excavatsd.

As a consequence a small exploratory trench was sunk by the
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author at Siswal during the autumn of 1970,
A smén trench measuring 2x2 méters wag dug vertie
cally in the vestern part‘of tho site (P1,J~) to establish the
culture sequsnce of the site and to ascertein 1f a ;pu.re\pre-
Harappan culture occurs, The trench was cut to a maximum depth
of 1,90 meters yielding 1.25 meter thick pahitationa‘.l deposit
' gbove the natural 3611. The natural soll consists of yellow |
silt or alluvium containing a good éuantity of kankars 4n the

lower levels of 1%,

In all S habitational layers were met in the cutting.
. No structurec was encountered. On the basis of the pottery re-
covered from the exéavaticns the cultural sequence at th}e site
is divided into two sub-pericds ca}led Sisval A and B, Siswal A
is characterised by the classieal Kalibanganl'waremwith a1l the
f_abrics) variety of shapes and designs, the use of white painte
ings in addition to black over red end internally incised
troughs in Fabrie D (P:%.z—’?) occuring in layers 2 to 5, Siswal
B is distinguished by more evolved rather sturdy shapes, paue
eity of types and designs and the absence of the use of white
pigment in painting's oceuring In the upper levels of the site
with which were perhaps assceclated a few Harappen shapes

(R%.cg ) recovered from the surfacé of the mound.

Sicwal ylelded all the characteristic fabries of ‘
Kalibangan[cu%ﬁure 1,e. 4,B,C ,Djﬂg(and so well known to us from
the type site, In adéition, there have been recoverd a few
sherds of coarse red vare and a single sherd of bhlack and red

ware, The ceranmlec industry shows & clear trend of evolution
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in typélogy from the lowest to the upper levels. The evolved
shapes recall thelr counterparts in Mitathal Perloed I, Fabric
A (F%._s’—l‘) is distingulshed by red ware potted irreéularly
on slow wheel, thin to medium in thickness, medium to coarse
in fabrie, well fired to grey or red core and painted with
black or chocolate designs over matt red surface ranging from
light red to pinkish shades, White pigment has been used in a
number of designs a:.is‘ the second cclour to give & bichrome
effect to the pot. fhe rmain shapes include vase with short everted
out=turned or out-curved rim; bowl with convex or tapering sides
and featureless, flat, out-turned or everted rim; bowl on
stand or dish on stand; handled vase; perforated jar etc. The
fabrie corresponds tfo Fabric A of kalibsngan, Fabric B (P‘@.S’ ) ‘
is characterised by red ware of medium to thick section and
medium fabrie, It 1s vheel made, well fired and the lower
surface is rusticated., Sometimes the rustiested surface 1s
decorated with finger marks pro-during parallel ridges. The ‘
ware corresponds to Fabrie B of Kalibanggn. Fabric C (Pi%. 5 )
is better potted whe;el thrown ware having finer fabric., It is
treated with red slip and painted with black designs. The ware
corresponds to Fabriec C of Kalibangan. Fabric D (F%.é ) 1s
characterised by a thick sturdy wheel turned well fired red
ware. Incised trough and sturdy storage jJars constitute the
~main types,

The execavation ylelded no finda. The finds collected
from the surface of the site included terra=-cotts triangular .
cakes, discs with tapering sides, oblong sling balls, beads
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and bangles painted with black pigment, A large saddle quern,
pestles (P1;—) and a wedge shaped burnt brick constituted the
other finds, No microlithic blades or copper objects were
encountered, in all probability due to the extremely linited ares

of excavation,

14
3. Excgvations at Daulgtpur 1968-69 and 196970

p5i]
The explorations at Daulatpur had ylelded a wide

range of antiguities ranging from Late Harappan to early me=-
dieval Period. The occurence of the Harsppan and the Painted
Grey Ware sherds at the site added to 1ts archseclogleal
importance, Excavatlons were, therefore, undertaken at the

gite by the guthor and Dr, . V.Singh Jointly on behalf of the
i’urukshetra University during 1968-69 and 1969-70 with a twofold
‘ijective (1) to determine g stratigraphlic relationship between
the Hareppan and the Painted Grey Ware Cultures, baffling the

oS
vorkers in Indian archaeonlogy for the last two defades and to

(11) establish & sequence of ¥mkkxim cultures in this part of
the country in continuation of the prehistoric Mitathal se-

a2
& 4

quence and corrchorating and complenienting theSugh' evidence.
In view of thergjective, emphasis wag laid on vertlcal ex-
cavation,

Trenches were cut in the nearly 4 meter high mound
in grid pattern, To obtain a cross section from almost the
highest point of the mound to the western fringes when the
Harappan and P.G.Ware sherds were found on the surface, 16

trenches (41 to Pl}, all measuring 5x6 meters, were sunk,
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The actual cutting of the trench measured 4x4 m. Besides, A9
and H9 were slso excavated., Natural soll vwas reached in 8 of
the trenches (Al; K1, L1, M1, N1, 01, A9 end H9), In Al, the
trench laid at the highest point of the mound, the natural soil
was reached at a maximum depth of 5,90 meters though the trench
was sunk to a depth of 6,20 meters., The earllest remains of the
Harappan culture were encountered in trench Nos, K1, L1, Mi,
N1 and 01, The deposits in K1, 11l end N1 were highly disturbed
by cutting pits in the subsequent P,G.Ware Period., Thereﬁ"%ﬁr
study of the prehistoric remains at the slte was mainly based

on the remains recoverad from trenches Ml and 01,

The trench Ml was sunk to a depth of 3 meters and

the natural soll was reached at a depth of 2,70 metere, In 01
the natural soll was also reached at a maximum depth of 2,70
meters, The natural soll at the site comprlsed yellow silt ar
alluvium containing kankar.

The excavation ylelded a maximuu; habitation deposit
of 5,90 meters in Al where the earlliest remains are characterised
by the Psainted Grey Ware theough a regulsr habltation of this
Period bay farther north on the slopes of the mound, The maxi-
mum Hareppan deposit messuring 1.90 meters occured in 01, thus
making the total accummulation at the site approx. 7.80 meters,
The habltations at the site seem to have bsen shifting in
various pericds, the Harappans oceupying the western parts of
the mound, the P,G,Ware deposits lying on the northern margins,

and the subsequent habitations oceupying the central and southe
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eastern portions of the site,

The eultural debris of the slte is divided into
four periods viz, the Harappan, The Painted Grey Ware, the
Barly Historic (@.5(130 B,C, to C.300 A.D.) and the Barly Medieval
Periods with & clear out gap inbetween Pericds I and II and
II1 and 1V,

Period X

i Period I is largely characterised by the Mitathal
1Ib t\?areg‘_’though its beginning seems to go back to Late Mita=
thal 112 Period as in@icated by the occurence of a few but
- mature Harappan shapes ia the lowest levels (s—‘i%. [6, Types,1,3,6,6).
No structures were encountered in this period excepting an ovalq
-oven dug within the ground resembling roughly the one exposed -
at Bargaog though the latter 1s lined with bricks. The struce
ture shows evidence of burning insitu at g high temperaturg.
Perhaps the oven has semblance with the present day ovens
used for preparing gur. The use of mould-made mud bricks is
attested by the rec:i:very of tbeir pleces,

The excavation ylelded charred gralns resembling
Dbaird, grinding stones, bone or ivory pins, copper bangle,
beads of semipreclons stones and clay and falence bangles, A
copper fish hook from the surface snd a terra-cotta ecart
frame found in early historiec levels, undcubtedly a derived

one, are other lmportant finds of the Perlod,
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Period YI at the site is distinguished by the P,.G,
Ware which lies in pits cut into the Harappan deposits by the
people of this periéd poesibly for earth. Although no habita-
tion layers mere of the P.,G.Ware eculture were found in the
trenches yielding Harappan remains, the nature of deposit of
the former and the rather late character of the ware for being
rather crude and a little thicker with less decoration, suggest
that the Hareppans had deserted the site much before the
arrivel of the P.G.Ware people, The evidence of the subsequent
Perlods is not discussed here for their having no relevance

to our study, here,
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