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CHAPTER-3

DEMOGRAPHIC STRUCTURE

L.ow impact of urbanisation 1n the past, socip—economic
condition of the region and recent trend in urbanisation Tollowed
Ry mAaAernisation have made thin contribution to gifrerent aspects
of demographic structure in Bogra town. However, 1ts varying
demagraphic characteristics are brought out in this chapter to
assess the role of population 1n the uJrban growth and”
development. Comparative studies on population of Bogra and other
selected district headquarters are made to nighlignt variods

Teatures ang problems af population.

1 OGROWTH OF POPULATION

ATter the Toundation of district heaoguarter in 1821,
as reported the population of Bogra town was 5078 1n  1872.
Later on, no records were available ti1ll 1900U. However, the
population growth from 1872 to 1981 was phenomenal. Three
distinct pericds of population growth can be gaugeg Trom the
table 3.1 which depicts the decadal growth of population Trom
19G1-1%981, and the annual population for the year 1%¢E-83. A wide
fluctuation in growth owing to different causes during different

periods 1s observed.

The entire British period may be 1dentified as period
of slow growth of population. The (%01 census accounts Tor 7094

covrespondingly 21,631 in 1941 and 25,303 1n 1931. The growth of
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population was adversely affected by several factors like plague

and cholera epidemics, famine, flocod hazards, non—-cooperation

movement.

Table 3.1

Hovrga Town 3 Population Growth and Density (1B72-1982/83 )

ke o v e . iy o 4 Y D Al A o A SO PR S o A e DO S i A S St i S AR ALY e A St St S® W S S T e e e S e 2t e Srew e s S e o oo et ST 008 IR LTI IS SN NN I
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Periods Na. of 4 Increase Years Area Density
population of gap Lacres)  per acre

1876 5072 - - 532 10

1901 7094 3%.87 29 53 13

19211 2113 28 .46 i 5ae 17

1521 i23ee 35.21 1o 53 23

1931 14819 20.26 10 532 24

1741 21481 46,31 1o G3e G4

19351 25303 16.70 10 532 %7

1961 33784 33.52 10 877 39

1974 47154 39.57 13 877 Sq

19281 68237 44,71 07 1119 &l

1982/83 4496 38.47 Ge da48 26

T S e S s e A g A R SV M N S S S o A S e B s WA B S R i S SIS Yl S A S s b g e S M A S S i S N A W S i i o S s B S o . St e g =t
e T R R T R S N T N N L A T O . N R I N S T N N S S T S R o I s s e s I e e P i T e S

Source : Population census 1991 3 1961 ; 1974 and 1981 ;3

But the popudlation growth in the periphery of the town

was attributed to migration.

The past PRartition Ferioag (1947) may be regardead as

period of medium growth, largely by inmigration. As per the fanle
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J.1 the population rises to 33,784 1n 1961 from 23,403 1n  1951.
Shortly after the Liberaton (1971), the population census, 1974
yecarde 47,184 population. In Tact, the rapid i1ncrease of
population started after the partition, and the post Llﬁratlon
Feriod may be regaded as a period of rapid growth. Within Tfew
years i1.e.. 1974~-81 population Tigure attains &8,749 1ncluding
a,544 population of a small area annexed ( Latifpur Police Line
and adjacent area ). Due to Large scale extension of municipal
limit, the population size suddenly rises to 94,4% 1n 198E2-83.
Covering all the periocds the Table 3.1 1s also self-explanatary

regarding the change in the percentage of population.

It is observed that for a long period i.e. upto 1982,
there was little change in the area of the town but an increase
in the population. This provided the extent of growth of
popuiation in the same area. Simultaneously the alreaay
population fringe area always attracted the migrant. rocording to
Hunter's (1876:115) report, the suburban villages were possessing
population density as three-fourth times than the out lying
villages. These sub-urban villages continued to 1ncrease 1in
population and now greater portion of these villages are absorved

by the town.
2 LAND — MAN RATIO/POPULATION DISTRIBUTION/DENSITY PATTERN =

The spat:al population distribution i1s the interplay of

various factors prevalent in any micro o macro region. Wice
variation 1n population distributiaon oy density RATIBYN £AR A6

traceg in  any urban centre as in the case oFf Bogra town.
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Population distribution and the degree of concentration lead o
spatial disparities are governed by a variety of Tactors which,
for the sake of convenlience, may be class1Tied as physical and
cultural, More emphasis is given on Tactors other than physical
enviraonment in Clarke's (1971:435) observation “rapid
urbanisation is an index of the diminishing inTluence orf the
physical environment upon the pattern of population distribution.
Among the various cultural fTactors that have been considered as
having a bearing upon the distribution and pattern of population
are the type of economy, the technological advancement, the

sucial organisation and the public policies.

In Bograg, bulk of Abe bulit up area 1s on the land
above flood level. But lately, some portion of low lying areas are
alsn geveloped Tor resigenti1al use. The other Tactors stated—above are
equally important for the variation in population distribution
throughout Bogra fown. In generail, population variation 1s much
pronounced between main town { municipal limit upto 1982, and
prtension area. Again within the main town, there are locaiilties

with internal variation.

The main hindrance to the study ol the spatioc temporal
change of population is due fto freguent reorganisation ot

municipal wards.

Table 3.8, highlights the ward-wise paopulation
distribution and also density pattern. According to the 19491

cenads, the total population refers to 68,749 within 1119 acres

of total mudicipal area. Ithe higgest



Table 3.2. Bogra Town ; Word-wise Land/Man Ratio and Density of
Fopulaftion (1981-82/83).

1982783 Pop 1981
freaQin creres) Population 4of total  Demsity Area Fopulation 4 of fotal [Densivy
Population per acre (in acres) Fopulavion Fer acre
Ward [ 1036 £5034 27h &4 £33 14250 ) &
Hard 1l 192 12449 13n 65 109 5354 £ uo
Ward III 1024 19378 2ih 19 273 1163 174 44
Ward IV &5 11711 €4 46 i3 9961 fad iz
ward V 1E0 23919 c7% ‘ &3 J4Se e3ue 3k ot
Total 3648 G4t 100% éb 1119 6E74% IO ol

DAta Compiled
Source @ Municipal Office and Report or Urban Area, (987:74
¥ Ward VI 15 added with Ward V (see key Nofes in chap-1)
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ward V holds 27% of the total population followed by the third
largest ward 1 (23%). Ward _Ill-accounts for 124 population ang tne
remaining wards are similar to each other in population. Despite
extension (1982/83) the percentage remained the same in the

largest ward V and ward I. There is an increase oT 2% 1in ward 111,

On the basis of population data availanle of small

blocks in Hogra (8mall Area Atlas of Bangladesﬁ 1987,

. Bde . - - .
Fig == gives a clear pirocture of population

dietribution. High concentration of population is observea around
the centre of the town which is a fTeature of developing
cauntries. Away Trom the core area, some smaller blocks show
higher concentration owing to social segregation or nistorical

reasons e.g. colonies of sweepers, butchers and others.

The density of population is related to the type of
. .- Fiq-3'1b
land use in different areas even within wards (Table 3.2). For
example, ward V comprises different educational/social
ineritutions, gravevarg , sericulture Tarm, police line etc.;
ward III has stadium, agricultural farm, agricultural lana eatc.

Ward II and IV being small do not have much land under public

utilities or unutilised hence they are densely populated.

S0 the ward wise comparison does not give the coOrrect

picture of population concentration in small pockets within the

wards.
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3. MIGRATIGN

Migration 1is important i1n the growth of uJrban areas.
Gosal (1961) views that " Migration is not merely the shift of
people Trom ane place of abode to anocther but also 18 most
fundamental to the understanding of the ever changing Space—
canfent’ and space-velation' of an area". Bogra (195%:487)
precisely states that the positive effecis-—of migration 1s the

istrument of cultural diffusion.

Befare the Partitian (1947), rate of migration was very
insigniticant in the growth of population of the town, but the
periphery areas felt the impact (chapter 2 ;. Rapid change 1iv
population growth is observed arter the partition ang more so

after the Liberation (1971) due to cotinuous inTlow of rurail

people,

Due to absence of data of migration i1n Bogra town, 1t
is quite difficult to ascertain the exact fTigure. By examining
the decadal growth of Bogra's population upto 1981 (table 31,
considering the natural increase of population (between 3.3 to
&,8%1, we can roughly gauge the i1nflow of popul;tlon. It should

be noted that over a long period the town limit was almost

unchanged .

ATter the Partition there was inter—country migration
of Hindus and Muhajirs. Greater portion of them resided outside

the municipal *area and was not included in the urban population.

The increase of population Trom 21,681 in 1941 to
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25,303 in 1951 indicates the small addition oTf migrants 1in the

urban population besides the natural growth of popualtion.

In this regard some Tield survey was carried out :

Persons Engaged in Commercial Establishments :

During fiela sUrvey, inftormation was collected
regarding the places of residence of the persons engaged 1n

commercial activities mentioneag in the Tollowing table .

Table 3.3 hNumber of Migrants in Ditferent Feriods

Periods No. of Migrants
upto-1230 =2
195170 265
1971-'80 394
1981-'88 635

Total Na. of Migrants 1438

i 11

Employees 61533

& Dwners

Out of the total 6133 persons 1438 were Tound to be
migrants. The table denotes the signiyfrcant i1ncrease of tne

migrants in about Tour decages particularly 1n the later periods.

Muhajir Flow :

Accarding to  the census report of 1951 and District
Bazetteer, Bogra (197%:48), there were 18,035 Munajirs 1n Dbogra
aistrict. They came mostly from West Bengal, Assam, Bihar and

also from other parts of India. GBreater portion of them were
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settled in Bantahar which is a Railway Junction.

The census enumeration of 1951 (Table®3: shaows 2ud4
males and 16467 females i1n Bogra town. Some 1nTormation was
collected from an ex—-secretary of Bihari Association. The
infarmation confirms that about 8,000 Muhajirs came to Bogra ot
which S0% settled inside the town limit and occupisd abongongd

houses left by the Hindus and other rented houses.

About 500 families were rvrehabilitated at soutn
Malotinagar, Latifpur and Chakloakman which are now within the
town limit Upto 1970, there were about 1200 families. During tne
Liheratian movement severe conTlict broke out between the
Muhajirs and the natives all over the region. As a result about
26,870 Muhajirs flockeo together here which afftected the
demographic structure of the town and the adjacent areas. With
the help of international organisation and personal funds about
21,000 people repatriated to Pakistan upto 1987. 0 the remaining

4,000 or so 3,000 optea for Pakistan.

Other Migrants :

During the British regime, the Nawab of bogra and the
administrative functionaries employed persons washerman, sweeper
gte, from different parts of Bangladesh and Ingia. rlany Marwaries
s Bujaraties , Kabulawala, Iranies settled nere "for bBusiness .

After Partition, many of them leTt Bogra.

Attraction aof migrants to the outskirts of the urban

area might be attributed to several causes. Vacant lands within
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the town belonging to the rich people might have not been sold o
the migrants., Concentration ot Musliims and Hinous were Tound 1n
selected areas, which gave rise to natural areas’ 1n ne  Town,
The monetary condition of the middle and low 1ncome groups was
not so bad to sell off their land. Open land was ®asily availabnle
as per the cholice of people in the fringe . These Tactors drove
the migrants to settle in the fringe areas. Anyway, as Tar as
the amenitiss was concernea there was nardly any ditference

between the town and the fringe.

Mukherjee (1942:43) conducted a very 1nteresting andg
documentary study on " six villages of Bengal " 1n which he took
one peripheral villages ot Bogra town named Si1limpur. He nas
mentioned in this study that "1ts growth 1is obviously due to 1ts
prokimity to the main town of the district. FPeople irom interior,
who migrated to the town in expectation nf a better living,
naturally had to settle Within the town or 1n 1ts suburb. The
village of Silimpur had thus gained by 1mmigration ,..... many
families had settled there within a generation or two only .
More over he mentions one family of Tive members had migrated

here from Fabna district for employment 1n the town.

In the recent times, movement of population 1s more and
mors towards the rapidly growing towns specially 1n the
developing world. 5o 1n the case of Bogra aiso, atter the
Partition and the Liberation, migration of people nhas bGeen

towards the town.



4. OCCUPATION STRUCTURE

As the degree of variety of occcupations 1s an 1ndex oF
development, the study of working force gains much 1mportance

through a detailed examination of 1ts occupational structure.

Hence, the impact of urbanisation on nccupational
structure  throughout tne district aof Bogra, like other district
is deeply felt. The level of development of any urban, region or
cOUNtry can bhe nest adjudged from occupation  structure  whilch
determines the socio-economic characteristics of the people. in
urbany 1t explains the basic-non basic economic character, socio-
cultural status, the direction which the entire process of
Rrlanning the town could follow. The very existence and the
economy of an urban area, depends not on the size of the
population but tne gquality and the work put Torth oy the people.
Multifarious occupation in Bogra town gilve ample scops Tor study
but same problems were encountered dus o the absence aT
requisite data. The data on occupational structure was derived

from several sources and compiled for the study.
Occupational Structure : Bogra Town :—

From the classification of professionals 1n  various
categories 1n Bogra town (Table 3.4) 1t 1s found that a4.72%
taUbG) are working as traders Tollowed by 21.74% (532w)  working
as labourers in the non—-industrial professions. This highlights
the fact that there 18 a busy trading activity going on 1n  the
town characterising the predominant commercial Tunction at  the

town. The administrative importance of the town 18 brought out by
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12.38Y% (302%9) employed 1n government Services . In short,

services bath government and non-government are imporzant

functions of the town.

Table 3.4 Bogra Town : Selected Professional
Classification of Population , 1731

Traaer ManutTa —— e e e e e e e e dther Total
ctowex Govt. Non—-Govt Indu Non Ind
trial indus
trial
aOus0 22424 3029 2250 eF00u 5320 22uw cqq73
(24.72%) (2.20%) {12.38%) (2.19%) (11.83) (21.74%) (10.221 (100%)

- o - " " oo T— > 2o 1Ho0 S, S 1~ - 1o m—-" Voo odam oo i Ao Sowe i S S Yol S, SO, T D100, o000 i T R, O St b ] S O O W D Sl s i W i o o i W, A S T S W S i Yo o S - -~

Source : Zila Statistics, Bogra Region, 199631380

Table 3.5 Bogra Town 3 ClassifTication of Labour Force, 1981

Wards Total 10 years & over (4l Dependents«*
Population Agricultural Non—Agricultural

Warg 1 14,290 0.31 é8.6c P2y
Ward 11 3,354 O.24 33.17 m6e .57
Warag II] 11,632 1.43 29 .98 o . HYy
Ward IV 2,981 4.16 S3.26 ad,5d
Ward V¥ 14,6848 0.96 26.08 =rar=
Ward VI b,b44 0.06 73.4c da 52
Bogra

town 68,749 1.18 33.96 &4 . Ba

Data computer
Source : Report on Urban Area, 1987,:74

*Dependents : Persons in household work, children, stugents and other
non—active population.
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Ward—-wise Occupational Structure.

The working force in a town varies by locality. By
examining the occupational structure i1n different wards within
the town different characteristics are observed. bue to lack of
detailed information tabléys. and fig 3.24. highlights anly two
major groups. Another category ‘Dependants’' include people 1n
household work, children, students etc. From this analysis 1% 18
pheervea wards 11 ang IV which are sncially and economically more
advanced, possess higher percentage of non—-agricultural workers,
viz. 33.15% and 33.286% respectively. In these areas most oTf the
administrative offices, private enterprises, commercial

establishments including CBA (Central Business Area’) are located.

The next important ward 1 possesses a mixed social
grayp same af which are descendent oT sarly settlers. Tnis  area
is also moderately rich in business estanlishments. Large number
at dwellers are engaged in pusiness, This warag has cd.osh  non-
agricultural workers which is lower than ward I[I1 (8%.%78%:. Ward
II1 bholds some social institutions (e.g.hospitali/,agricultural
farm and houses comparatively more migrants. Moreover some
peapis arse directly engaged in Tarming anog some are lang owners.
Ward IV which is inhabiting population of higher cadres has a
greater number oTf land owners and thus the percentage of 4.l 1n
agricultural occupation. In ward-V-some people are still engaged
in primary activities in their agricultural field near the place
of residences. Like wards I and III, this ward also possessss 4

mixed social group 1n which a Tair number of people of lower
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income group reside here.

The southern most warg VI which is consideved with ward
V 15 too small and shows 73.42% in non—agricultural occupation.
This high figure is explained by the presence oFf a large

population of police personnel and others.

Age Group-—wise Occupational Structure @

* There exists an inescapable causal relationship
hetween the age of a person and his potentiality as a worker.
That is why the age group of 15-3% is the most active. A bulk of
the working population belongs to this age group * (Chandna and
Sidhu, (17280:109). As such, the correlation between the ags
groups and the occupation followed by various age groups 1s

clearly brought out in the Table 3.6, and Fig.3.28b.

Far prajecting the activities of the work Torce of
Bogra town, the population 1s classified 1nto four age groups:
10-14, 15-84, 25-59, and &0 and above. The most critical age
group where the actual active popudlation lies 1s betwesen 13  andg
3%9. 34.68% people of this age group are employed 1n services
(others). As one would rightly expect, 1N the age group 15~
e4,23.98% are students and £4.98% are engaged 1in household work.
From among the age group 25-5%9,43.8B4% are engagea 1n Services,
28.43% in household work and 17.49% in business. Finally 1n age
group &0 and above, 31.51% are non—workers, cl.ock are engaged 1n
household work and 20.64% in other services and 17.41% 1n
business. The distributiaon of old pecple 1n various activities

pointed  above shows that age in no criterion Tor earning a
living.
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Table 3.6 : Bogra Town : Population (10 years and Apave:
by Main Activity and Age group. 1981, (Figures in s

fige Total Non- Students Household Caltivation rfgricultural panu- busi-  Uinersd
graup Population Workers wWork hon-Lropi facturingd nessc

10 to 14 2,964 £3.99 54.27 8.92 0.13 0.8 .84 1,95 iy
15 t0 24 lblibk 11,54 23.35  24.%6 1.08 0. 04 243 7,76 co.wu
25 to 39 3,216 4,78 070 28.45 .13 b, 08 .54 17.4%  #3.b4
o0 kabove  d,447 31,51 0,25 23.62 3.7 ¢.uB v 77 17.41 2.0
fAbsalute

figures 91793 &8l %381 12,158 73 3 L7y 9:c73  13.vdd
with % 100% 1.7 18.11  £8.48 1.50 W7 7.8 te 43 dua?

Source ¢ Data compiled ane computen, basic data from population census, Bogra Dstrict, (%81, F. 379

Note : (1) Persons engaged 1n agriculfural/poultry/sericulture/Tishery firms.
18} Business group also includes lawyers and physicians
{3) A person nerther engaged nor included in any one of tne apove category in included 1in nhere.
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Sex and Religion-~Wise Occupation :

The composition of working Torce predominantly various
by sex and veligion " The earning of in most societies oFf the
world, even today is primarily the male respopsibxlxty“(ﬂehta;
i267). Tnat is why the proportion of male workers in the total
force is large in comparision to that of the Temales.

Table 3.7 depicts. main activities in relation to sex and
religion .

Of the total population 10 years and above based on
religion, it is natural to Tind more Muslims than any other
groups 1n a8 Muslim nation. among the Muslim men very near to  i1.e
48.17% are employed 1n services other éhan primary and secondary
activities, business employs 19.68% of the population. These two
together which form the tertiary sector has o7.83% ot he
Muslims. The other sector where the percentage ot population

involved 1s more, is the guarternary sector 1.e students.



Table 3.7 Bogra Town & Fopulation (10 vears ano Aoove:
by main Activity, Sex & Religion,19B1

Total

Fopulation Worker

AMALE 30,453

Muslim c7,0%1
Hindu 3,295
Christian 74
Buddhisy 11
Others 3
BIEEMALE 21,340

Muslim i8.,71e
Hindu 2,481

Christian 109

Buddhist b
Others 28
CiTotal 51,793
{both

Sexesih 100%

Data computed

Non-  Student  House-  Culfi-
hold vasion
WOTKET
8.18 17.3t 1.07 e.70
.01 17.44 112 2.7
9.12 16.40 6.7 1.11
cl.B8  15.63 - 1.5
£7.27 7.07 - -
25,00 3.13 - 1.13
16,81  19.26  35.43 .05
6.6 26.17  53.E3 A5
18,5 12,86 38,36 U
2.8 {1.93 2B.ww -
- 16,67 50,00 -
14,28 3.97  46.43 -
6,081 9,381 12,156 774
11.74%  i8.12%  23.47% 1.50%

Agi.  hang-
non-  tactring
er-op
0.1 3.5
0,10 2.78
;03 9.0
- 1,56
0,02 0,03
Va3 Gl
- .04
34 1,079
07 c.0B%

Source 3 Population Census, Bogra District. 19B1.P.426
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HUSINess  uiners
U 44 4b. b
19.68 48,17
£7.63 23,58
&.78 Sb. 54
- 63 o4
- 18,75
u.ag g.un
U.23 7.54
.o 9.91
- iy, 7Y
- E3,33
- 3.
6,293 13, %0l
1e.13h 30,87
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Among the Hindus who form the second major group,
62.83% (27.25%+35.58%) are employed in tertiary services again
Tollowsd by studente - 1&.40% . They also show maor2 number 1in the

manufacturing activity.

Coaming to the religion wise Temale population 1t  1s
found that among the Muslims, Muslim housenold workers account o
more than S04 like Hindus. The percentage under non-worker 1s
also fairly significant. Among the Christians , most of them are

Tound in services fTollowed by househola work. J§he Chraistian

female outnumber their male counterparts which may be due to more
Ehristian Temales employend &8 ndrses and  1n other social

services.
Muhalir @ Occupational Structure.

Large number of non-Bengalli Muslims migrated Trom India
atter Fartition., It is qgue to their sincere, haraworking nature,
innovative capacity and skill fnat they are Tound 1 8Ctlvities
of manufacturing and business all over the town. ATter the Hindus

Muhajirs came next i1n business activities (pefore 1971).

Fram the report collected from the Bihar:i Assocciation,
Bogra 3 the following statement is given. 1930s, out of 8,00u
people settled in ang acound—Bogra thwn, the service sector

comprised:

40 persons Postal Department
300 " Railway B

30 T&T n

100 * Defence (police:

200 b Other services



Besides these about 200 people were engaged in other activities
like : panbidi shop , restaurant, jorda and bid:i: making, barbar
shop, laundry, butchery, groceries etc. A great partion of  tnam

were involved i1n manufacturing activities .

After the Liberation (1271) misery petell upon tnem.
They were up rooted from the town and business establishments
slipped out from thelr hands. They have survived with immense

tolerance and are gradually recovering.

The report collected from Bihari Associatlion snows tnat
there were about 6,000 Muhajlirs 1n L%87/86 of wnich apout &,uuu
were regarded as active. They are mainly working 1n tne oDazar
area of the c¢colony . In the main town also some orT them are
engaged 1n different types of activities. Most of them are T ound
0 pe engaged in emall notels ang restadyrants (ouw pPErsOnNs, 1n
gracery (203, in spap factories (10, in electvrical and
electronic works (100), in engineering works/workshops (4u) in
transport (40), in bidi making (200, , in parbar sShops 1NCiUdINg
private barbars (250) , as vegetable vendors, as tailors (1ouy
etc. Apart from these a large number of Biharis are engagead 1in
ather activities also. It should be mentioned here that due 0

the purdah system Bihari females are less involved 1n work out-

side the home.

Lomparative 8tudy of Occupational Structure :
Five District Headquarters.

Table 3.8 gives a comparative pilicture oT selectea Tive

district towns. A glance at the table showing Labour fYorce
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Table 3.8 Five Mstrict Headguarters : Classification of Lapour
Force. 1951-81, 1fiqures in percentage}

Headquaters Main Labour Force
Dhistrict {10 yrs. & abovel
Nor-Agricultural Agricultural Depenaents
1951 1981 1951 19681 193l 198l

Bogra ci.29  33.98 .41 .18 T0.60  b4.B4
Pabna 24,68 24,95 3.3 1.3 7e.0¢  73.be
Kajshani 28.76  21.%2 3.%0 0.57 e7.34 77.51
Dinajpur 2872 2u.7% 4,03 1.8l 7T
Rangpur £3.97  c8.34% b.3¢ 61,69 o748

Data computed

Source : Fopulation censur, 1981 : and Report on urban area 1957 F.F.74-77,
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engaged in non-agricultural and agricultural sector clearly
brings out the dominance of secondary and tertiary activities 10
these centres. These is a markeg i1ncrease 1n Bogra Trom cB.E%4
(1951 to 33.98% (1981) in non agricultural sector. Rajishahi an
the other hand, shows a decrease 1n the percentage oT non-
agriculturayﬁabour force.The opportunities oT services available
both in the formal and informal sectors in Bogra have multipliea

during 1951-81.

As should be expected of urban areas, the agricultural
Labour force, shows a decrease 1n percentage Trom 1931 to 198l

except Hogra where increase 1s negligible.

The third clssification designated "Other' (see note on
pagafgél includes the rest of the population wno are not working
during 1951-1981, Bogra shows a declining Tigure Tram Ju.a% o
64.84% which may be attributed to the availability ot certain
services. Rahshahi in contrast, shows an i1ncrease Trom ©7.34%
tao 77.51% probably due ta the large number o students sngaged 1n
education.

All the other towns report a nominal change 1n the
three decades.

S LITERACY

Aegarding the study of literacy Changna and Sidnu

signify that "it acts as brakes on the social developmant,
ecaonamic progress and political maturity of a8 society. Tnus,
literacy 1s essential Tor s8ConNomic deveiopment, s0C1al

advancement and democratic growth” of a country. This
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apart, literacy influences various other demographic attributes
like Tertility, mortality, economic patterns etc. Thus, analysis
of literacy patterns of an area 1s basic to the
comprehensive undersﬂéding of its population geograpnhy”. The
aagvancement of Bogra district as regards economic and socigo-
cultural aspects is largely related to 1ts literate populatvion.
The development of Bogra in the education Tield goes back to

early days.

Referring Hunter (187s), District Gazetteer , Bogra (1979
p.193) states about the progress of education in the district for
a period af twenty vyears from 185 to 1876. The number of
different categories of schools increased Trom 11 1n 1856-57 to
29 in 1870-71 and 106 1n 1873-74, and the total number oFf pupills

from 3503 to 1,221 and 3,488 during the same periods.
Bogra Town : Literacy by Age and Sex

Literacy has been highlighted according to sex and age
group whicn makes the study quite informative taking various age
groups (Table 3.9) 1t is found that literacy fTigure of persons of
60 years and above i1s 30.06% which 1s qguite satisTacrory. Uut ofF
the male population aof this age group 67.83% are lLiterate while
female literates out of the male population or this age group
67.85% are literate while female Literates out of total Temale
pRAdlation in this age graup are 27.950% only. This takes us back
to the time when female education was not encouraged. In tne age
gradp  85-3%9 which is tne most crucial population, o%.u%%4 are

literates out of the total, 78.80% 1n thne male population and
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Table 3.9 Bogra Town : Literacy by Age and Sex
{Population § years and over), 1981,

fige group  Total population

3 - 14 18,576
i3 - 24 b, 164
23 - 59 23,218
60 & above 2,447
Absolute
Figure auv, 407

Data compiled and computed

Fercentage of Literacy
Total Male Female

Literacy on totat on-total-Temale
on total  male of  of each group
population eacn group

35.97 36.93 32 .40
74 .64 7743 T
b7.0% 78,806 Se.23
50.08 07.83 27.50
si% o4 50,9

Source : Population census, Bogra District, 1981 F.201
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nEL.E5% in the total female population. The age group 13—-z4, shows
improvement in the earlier figures where 74.64% of the total
belonging fto this age group are recored as literates. 1t 1s
conspicuous that female literacy has been rapidly 1ncreasing,
thus narrowing the ditTference between male and Temale literates.
Ward-wise literacy, apart from bringing out the level of
literacy, portrays other caonditions of the wards like St%% of the
citizens residing, and the social condition of the population.
Ward VI which is a small area, where literacy 1s 84.3% 1S pecause
of the large number of police personnel and others. Ward IV ana V
come next with 68.5% and é1.£% literacy which are due to the
people belonging high 1nc;me group, and presence oT &taft’
guarters of various departments. Ward I ang 11, the olo part orv
the town, inhabits families who are there from the taime
ancestors.,

Quite a number af people engaged i1in non-basic service
class are found to reside in these wards.

Table 3.1:10 Bogra Town : Warg—-wise Literacy Rate
{ 5 years and é@boves, 1981.

Wards l.iteracy Rate (%
Wards 1 S56.20
Wards 11 55,50
Wards 111 49 .90
Wards 1V 68.50
Wards V &1.30
Wards VI 84.3&
Bogra Town 61.00

Source : Report on urban Areéa, 1787:74
Comparative study of Literacy : Five District Headguarters



Acccording to the Table 3.1l., the literacy rate 7Tor
the selected five district headquarters show that bogra 1s 7Tar

above (61.00%) than other centres.

The four district headgquarters have around Juxn literacy
rate. As Bogra district regieon has higher literacy rate
as compared to others this will have greater i1mpact on the
towns literacy rate.

Table 3.11 Five District Headquaters : Literacy Rate
(3 years and above ), 19di.

District Literacy Rate (%)
H&ES. (1981)

Bogra 61.00
Dinajpur 90.00

Pabna V.6V

Rajshahi 40,60
Rangpur 48.70

Source : Population Census, 1981,
Individual Districts.

6. AGE STRUCTURE AND SEX RATIO

Rap (1981:38) reminds us that " an examination ot maie-
female distribution by age-—groups offers an insight 1nto the
process and pattern of the natural increase -of population”. 20 .
1t 15 an important phenomencon in uJurban study. Wnenever, nesides
athers,y, migration is a predominant Tactor Tor uJrban popualtion
growth, 1t 15 the Tactor determining the s&x ratio. Lue o

moRility aTf men., the places of immigration are male gominating.

Dependency ratio will also vary with the sex ratig. in case of
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Bogra the dependency ratic shows o4.36% (1981 whicn 18
considerable. Rao (1979:40) finds 82.3% dependency ratio Tor

Warangal city in 1971.
Note 1 Dependency Ratioc Formula :-—-

Population in 0-14 age+popualtion 1n &aC and above

FPopulation in 15-3%9 age group
Bogra Town: Age Structure :

Age composition viewed together ‘with sex ratio reveals
several important social and economic Tactors associlrated with tne

town.

. _ ) LS
metmmeﬁmnwnw&B%%cm%JJ&amDn age structure of Bogra,

clearly
points out the dominance of younger population over 70% 1n the
age group of 0-8%. This young population in 115-5%) age group.

Population of the town is significant from the point of urban
activities and urban development. The younger the population of a

town, the more will be the contribution to the economic grawth,

and faster will be the transformation 1n activities.

Baogra Town : Sex Ratio :-

[y

The table on sex—-wise age structure reveals rather
interesting picture of the composition of population of Bogra
town. Firstly the town as a whole has a male percentage or 57.5&
as against 42.48% females 1n the population. Age groups ofFf 3-%

ang 10—-i1% years veveal a higher percentage ot the tairer ses 1.e.

30.18 and 52.25% respectively. This could bpe attributed ,
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propanly aue to  the large number of female househola worker
brought from the rural areasl From age 15_onwards 1n -eacn age
gradp the proportion of fTemale is lower than that oTf male
population. Certainly this disproportionate sex-ratro, could be

to some extent , explained to the presence oT large number o7

male migrants in the work force .

Another factor could be the high mortal:ity rate among
females due to 1mprompt medical attention during pre/post
delivery periods. uUndser nourishment and malnatrition 1n  poorer
section of society are also responsible Tor more Temaie deatns.
In other age groups beyond &0 the proportion of Temales i1ncrease

indicating male mortality exceeding fTemale mortality.
Camparative Study of Sex Ratio : Five District Headquarters

Comparision of male-Temale ratiao of Tive district
towns shows interesting figures. Table 3. 13y higniights
surprisingly high maleAratio for all town i1n 1951. It 1ndicates
greater influx of Muhajirs to the town. Apart Trom the muhalivs,
pther migrants were also attracted due to job opportunities and
other activities Tollowing Independence oT tThe Country. Thnen
onwards, the male ratio began to fall. The nigner vatioc of male
in the population of Rajshahi i1n 1981 can be expiaineg dgue to the
presence of various i1nstitutions and administrative ofTices, who
nave lefTt behing their Tamilies 1n the villages. Similariy mare
men are found in Bogra as they are employed 1in varlous secondary

and tertiary activities.
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Table 3.l12 Sex - Ratio : Five District Headguarters
(males per 100 Temales)

District 1981 1974 196l 1931
HAS.
Bogra 117 113 117 13de
Dinajpur 113 N.A 127 147
Pabna 108 109 114 N.A
Rajshahi1(8.M.A) 120 116 123 140
Rangpur 110 N.A 130 lus
Source : Data calculated Trom individual districts

Populations in census Reports .

In conclusion : The urban social Tabric consists of
intricate ana complex relationships of a multitude ang compiex
relationships of a multitude of variaoles which has been assessed
to a considerable extent in this chapter. Having dilcussea the
demographic structure, we must briefly consider the roles of the
gditferent aspects af demagraphy in -Bogra-town and COMPAYri1son with
other selected district headquarters. Urban growth and trend 1in
urbanisation have brought in changes in the demographic structure
in and around Bogra town. Of late, change 1s very rapig dus o

urban dynamism.



