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CHAPTER 6

TRADE AND COMMERCE

In an urban centre, the commercial activity always 
occupies an important position. Mayer and Kohnledi o9ti7:593; 
rightly point out that the importance of the commercial areas of 

a city is far greater than the limited extent of such areas would 
indicate. In case of Bogra, Oesiaes industrial development, 

Bogra's name is markedly linked with trade and commerce.

The root of this activity dates pack to its early days 

and with the passage of time it has oecome a flourishing 
commercial centre. The gradual development process passed through 

different stages of transport development : the waterways, the 
railways and the roadways, nt the same time the process of 
development runs through three distinct periods: British, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. It should be borne in mind that the 

development of commercial activity m a particular centre cannot 
be thought of in isolation but ought to be linked with regional 

resources and regional demand and supply, importance of site ana 
situation in this regard is a major concern, m both the cases 

Bogra district and Bogra town are placed in advantageous position 
with respect to the neighbouring regions.
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1. DEVELOPMENT OF BUSINESS

The business entrepreneurial ciass emerged during the 
British period when many like Marwari and Gujarati from India, 

Irani, Kabuli from Afghanistan came to Bogra to try their fortune 
and started business along with local Hindus. After partition 

many Hindus left Bogra for India. Large scale emigrants 
(Muhajirs) from India held the greater share of business. During 

the Liberation movement, conflict between Bengali and non-Bengali 
broke-out and business was snatched by the local people.

The role of river transport m business activities m 

the early days was significant when the f-.aratoya river was 
navigable for the greater part of the year, ana the advent oi 
rai1 transport has been mentioned m Hunter's il87o; Report and 

District Basetter of Bogra il979/. Since tne district was and at 
present is also, surplus m various type of agricultural 

produces,greatest volume of the commodities were exported to the 
different areas especially to Calcutta. Calcutta was indirectly 

linked with Bogra by river ana rail. Before introduction of 
railway, number of trade centres developed along the river or 
other places. After introduction of railway numerous smaller ana 
bigger trade centres appeared along the railway lines and tne 

earliest ones developed.
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Many of the trade centres were linked with Bogra and 
thus Bogra more or less served the purpose of a centre for 
collection and distribution through redistributing the collected 

commodities. The dominant part played by the railway m aiding 
business activities continued upto the early years of 1970 till 

the wide spread development of road transport. However, the post 
Partition per lod i at ter 19«+7 > was character ised by moderate 

development of business activities aue to the attainment of 
independence, development of regional economy and changing 

society. National Highway particularly brought a great change m 
mobility and ecomonic activities. A great thrust in the 

development of trade and commerce followed after trie 
independence.

S. DISCUSSION ON STRUCTURE AND MORPHOLOGY WITH KUNC110NAL 
ASPECTS OF TRADE AND COMMERCE IN BOGRA

In general, Bogra town as weii as the urban centres ot 

Bangladesh exhioit the same nature of business, services ana 
spatial organisation of business complex, un the other nano, it 

shows certain similarities and dissimilarities regarding 
commercial structure between western and non-western cities.
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Since few decades, urban researchers are increasingly 

devoted to the commercial study within the frame work of central 
place, landuse pattern, form, structure and morphology m terms 
of social value, historical growth, accessibility, land value, 
location, transport etc., Whole sale and retail trade functions, 
service establishments belonging to tne C.B.D., other hierarchy 

of shopping centres and business thoroughfares have been tne 
focal theme of research. The study of commercial activities in 

Bogra follows the conventional characteristlets.

Tnree basic conformation^ stated by Choriey and Haggett 
(1977:3^6) may be mentioned here to compare and differentiate the 

commercial set up existing in Bogra town and its region.

<i> Older unplanned and newer planned shopping centres, which 
provide a variety of convenience and shopping goods from 
functionally home based shopping trips of various frequency and 

duration;

(lil A variety of ribbon development which, with the exception at 
the traditional shopping streets, consist of a range of space 

consuming services catering primarily to demands originating on 

highways; and

(iiii Specialised areas catering to special consumer demand. 
Differences within each of the major types are related to tne 

numbers and kinds of functions performed.
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The hierarchic levels, first identified dy ChrisTtalier 

in locating central places, exist in all spatial considerations, 

as regards the hierarchical shopping centre trichotomy and the 
urban arterial commercial service oistricr phenomenon that are 
well established elements in the study of commercial structure. 
InapitP of some drawbacks, this study may be framed within it 
explaining the size and spacing of urban commercial 

agglamerat ion.

Based on the application of central place theory m 
market area analysis in Bogra it may be highlighted that the i_BA. 
as large centre experiencT;ing functionally extensive market area 

proportionately to others with the greater specialisation m 

service provisions. This centre possessing more establishments 

and business types offers more goods and services, does greater 
volume of business and deals mainly in higher order goods wmch 
are sought less frequently and for which shoppers travel longer 

distances than a small centre in the town. As in every where 
lower order centres in Bogra generally provide low order goods 
which are purchased frequently with minimum consumer travel. In 
this context,Scott 1s i1970:8j study may be recalled as shopping 
centres comprise a hieracliy made of discrete groups at centres. 
The shopping centres of each Higher order provide ail goods and 

services provided by lower order centres together with a discrete 
group of high order functions. The market areas of lower order

centres rest within the market areas qt higher order centres.
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Sometimes dissatisfaction has deen expressed with the 
apparent inadequacy of the central place approach in the 
explanation of the commercial riboon where a group of commercial 
establishments tends to be linear rather than nuclear in form. ]q 

overcome the problem, a broadened central place approacn pasea on 
a concept of linear hinterlands will prove adequate.

TYPES OF COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES

Number of scholars have differentiated business areas 

in different ways under different titles for the usefulness of 
our study some research may be referred.

f'roudfoot (1937) designs a system to describe the city 
retail structure in USA mentioning that most of the principal 

cities possess five types of retail structure.

(1) The CBD,

(£) The outlying business centre,

(3) The principal business thoroughfare,

(4) The neighbourhood business street, and

(5) The isolated store cluster.



183

Having experience from Spoxane city, Berry tl959) in
his article of ribbon development recongmses four con if ormat ion 
of business together with constituent groups of business types 
and the business districts or functional areas they create:

(1) Nucleated shopping centres
(£) Urban arterial business districts,
(3) Highway oriented business districts, and 

Automobile row
However, we may differentiate the commercial areas ot 

Bagra town in the following manner.

Commercial Areas
Nucleated Commercial Centres Business streets

CBA Other Nucleated Centres
Whoiesaie/Retai1 Community shopping

centres
Highway oriented 
Commerical Function

Neighbourhood shopping 
centre,

Specialised Business 
Streets

Isolated store ctusters Arterial Close to
Nucleated Shopping 
Centres
Skid-Hows
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Nucleated Shopping Structure

Study of CBA 

Delimitation of CBA

Various methods have been used in diTferent studies ror 
delimiting CBD area some of it may be mentioned as snap rent 
index, trade index, traffic flow, valuation data, land use etc.

Murphy and Vance (l95*+a; define the functions of CBD as 

the retailing of goods and services for a profit motive including 
financial and commercial offices. They have ignored municipal 

government building, .parks, religious institutions, schools, 

wholesaling, manufacturing (except newspaper printing;, 
administrative, and other non-profit making institutions, wnere 
as Dickinson ( 196e;££3-£Bh; advocates that incase of larger 
cities, ail these activities form an integral eiement of the 
historical growth and present character of the inner city. 
Rannels i!956) and Diamond i 19o£s5£:5) , in their study ot western 

cities have included wholesaling and Mabogunje ilvoe; m ms 
study of Lagos includes wholesaling, manufacturing, municipal ana 

governmental administrative functions, religious and educational 
institution etc, Within the central function list J<nan ana 

Saladdin (1967) select the functions of retailing commerce ana 
finance, personal services. Wholesaling function was excluded 

because of country wise service performed by port city 
Chittagong. They include other central junctions as 

administrative, educational, medical recreational ana religious.
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In the study of L.BD of Dhaka, liajio 11970) deals with the 

functions as wholesaling along witn retailing, personal services, 
financial and other commercial functions. Patei ii.97hi, m tne 

study of city centre of Rajsnani (Bangladeshi considers the 
functions as retailing, wholesaling, commerce, service, 

administration, educational, medical, religious and recreation 
for the city centre.

In case of Bogra town, there is no proolem in 

demarcating the CBA. All types of commercial and financial 
activities, warehouses are congregated within a limited or 

specified area making a nuge Dlock that composed of dozens of 
smaller Blocks and exhibiting mixed and heaviiy congested nature 

of land use scene. More than 70'/, commercial ana service 
eetao1ishments except construction materials, stores, some 

wholesale shops of oil, molasses of the town are concentrated 
here. Wholesales, one mimpark, 5-out or t> cinema houses, mosoue 

and temple, head post office, telephone and telegraph excnange1 
electricity supply office are established here.



186

The. clearly marked CBA forms a triangular snaps (Fig. 
6,1'b bounded by important roads. It is doundea on the East by the 
Karatoya river, on the south by Ziila school and I'lawaODan road, 
on the south-west by Dus and truck terminals and on the west by 
the Thana road-Jowthala road. The northern portion is bounded by 
two roads forming the apex of the triangle.

In the south and south east, two secondary schools, 
circuit house, judicial department and central park are located 
which are in the immediate proximty to the CBh iFig 6.lb

Functional Aspects of CBA :

The CBA area of Bogra though geographicaily small m 
size is the centre of market activities comprising of a large 

diversity of goods and services.

Due to lack of space, almost every piece of available 
land is used for business purposes. Moreover oxa structures as 

well as unprofitable godowns are demolished to give wav to more
profitable and vertical oriented structures.
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However, the CBA in Bogra assumed importance m this 
region decause of the fallowing points:

(a) All major nationa1/reglona1 roadways pass through or start 
from the CBA,
(b) None of the other market centres of Bogra as large as the 
CBA,
(c) Railway, bus and truck terminals for the region are located 

adjacent to the CBA,
(d) There has developed an inertia of interdisciplinary 
commercial activities.

Due to the above factors Bogra lBh is highly developed 
as well as highly accessible to the surrounding region.

See ladle P.l ana tig t>.c snows diTterent types 
ousiness activities accumulated are grouped together m which

of

ihe CBA is mainly aivioed into the toi lowing kmas ot

business
(l) Wholesale traae,
(ii) Retail trade, and
( i i i ; Service establishments ana others,

Wholesale Trade :

There is a very thin line or a istriigc t ion oetween 

wolesale shops and retail shops, as the woiesaie snaps m Bogra
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FSFry OHF fPFSiHng Tnp m*MRr parameter for a wnoie sale
shop is the volume of transaction as well as the product lines 

offered.

The northern part of CBA starts from tne railway line 
and caters to special kind of wholesale goods inoiviauaiiy 

selling more orless all general commodities like soaps, inks 

matches, dabyfood, hairoil, biscuits, medicine, hardware etc. 
There are warehouses (Arot) m vegetable market.

The southern part endowed with varieties of
establishments perform wholesale function aiong with retail 
activity like northern part as variety stores and nardware
icutlery, utensils, plastic goods, Kerosene Cooker, bucket, glass
and ceramic articles. Paint, metal net and nail, sanitary 
fittings etc), General provision stores itoys, bangles, toilet 

kit), medicine, umbrella stores, book stores, tea, paper, sugar 
and salt etc. Apart from these there are about 7 warehouses 
CArot) in the vegetable market, and in new market area, serverai 

number of commission agents operate business privately.

Retail Trade :

Table 6.1 shows different types or snopping
establishments (wholesale and retailj which are distinct from 
those of the outer areas.

It is an established fact that the CBD represents the 
retail heart of every city. It should oe mentioned here that 
probably the first two nuclei Raja bazar and Fateaii bazar were 
formed with some sort of business activities in the Cbh of aogra.
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Table 6.1 Bogra Town : Major Commercial Estao i ishaients in
and Other

Total Outside CBh .
CBh . No. '/*

1. Grocery 778 400 378 h8.59
a. Food stuff, Fruits, 

galamal (eg. oilcake) 330 145 85 66,96
3. Cloth/Garments/thread etc 6h9 138* Si 1 78.7h
4. Variety stores/General 

stores 5ie 795 317 ol.9l
5. Liters i 1 / Cut lery 90 15 75 63.33
6. Hardware 101 36 H3U 44,55
7. Medicine 310 90 830 7u. 97
8. Footwear/Leather products 68 5 66 98.6b
9. Books/Stat ionary 75 9 69 93. uu
10. Jewellery 160 HO 160 75.00
11. Electrical & Electronic 

goods/Watch, spects a oo 43 158 79.00
ia. Cosmetics and Others 

(eg. toys) 364 30 83h 66.6H13. Bakery Products 138 33 105 7o. 09
14. Photo studio/Video club 60 83 38 66.6615. Construction Materials 377 368 lo 6.61
16. Restaurant/Lodge 

(including tea stalls,
drinks etc.) 300 leu HU 8. uu

17. Pan/Bidi shops 173
18. Mattress/Pillow etc. 66 66 luu'/.
19. Umbrella 16 1 6 luuwao. Godown/Arot 6 7 38 h5 67.16
ei. Commission Agent/Others 85 h7 38 HH .71
aa. Barbar shop So 45 11 19. ob
33. Laundry h7 HU 7 Ih.89
84. Tailor 193 5b 138 71.5u
as. Repair shops ShS 1h7 V5 39.66
86. Engineering workshop/ 

Motor garage 
vulcanising 330 888 66 1 i . 66

37. Scrap Iron iBnangarii 1 10 9u 30 1 d . 1 b
aa. Printing Press o5 hu cb 66 . HO39. Banks 37 38 15 HU . 0430. Furniture : a. wooden i 34 13*+

b. steel h7 HU 7 H . 1 U31 . Others *+50 31 u 1 HU 61.1 1
Source : Field work and Municipal off ice, 1987-86.
Note : -*-166 second hand cloth or small cloth stores.

LBH
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These twin centres comprise of vegetable markets, Qt'OL.0t 1 B5

< 48.59V.) , fish and vegetable godown (85*/.) food stuf t stares etc.

Market wise establishments are depicted in Table 6.1- 

from where spatial association of shopping activities will be 

understood. New market and adjacent areas are iargeiy devoted to 
convenience goods and others like cloth ^78.7s'/*/, cosmetics 

(88.64*/.), shoes i9£.65‘/.), electrical and electronics 
medicines (70.97*/.), jewelleries (75*/./, utensils i83.33’/.j.

Talukder market and adjacent area are devoted to oooks 

and stationary materials holding about h5 stares, da 

establishments of cotton based goods tmattress, Pillow etc.) are 
localised along railway line, and also vegetable and fruit 

sellers who operate their business.

A well organised super market tNawab Altaf nil super­

market, 100 shops (plate 7 land a small municipal market 
(Sap tapod l-about 35 shops, Fig 8.1a) have been recently 

constructed.

It should be mentioned here that ail the good quality 
restaurants and also hotels/ lodges are located in the lBh. There 
are about £0 hotels and restaurants excluding number ot tea- 
stalls. Nawaoban road is famous for yoghurt wnich has a wide 

market all over Bangladesh.

Service Establishments and Others :

There are about 15 banks and number ot business Tirms, 
courier services, transport agencies, offices of private
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organisational printing press lOb.Htt'/t) ana so on.

There are about 130 i7i.5Cr/*) areas makers unsiruy m 

new market area/lst floor), il barbar shops, 9b i39.u£j%) repair 
services iradio, T.V., watch, etc.). Out of six cinema houses in 
the town five of them are located in the CBA.
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: Other Nucleated Commercial Centres :

There is no other nucleated commercial centre in the 
town comparable to the CBA. On the other hand Commercial streets 
perform significant commercial activities m their own way.

Regular shopping trips from tne households far goods 

and personal services focus upon 3 levels of nucleatea snapping 

centre, in addition to ubiquitous isolated general stores or 
groceries in which these levels iie delow that ot the cEh.

In reality, we ooserve that as spatial functional 

arrangementS, nucleated; centres are located centraliy witn 
respect tp tneir service areas, ddrry P+afiTlPs TfiaT 
distance from any centre to centres of similar is a function or 
the orientation and quality of transport facilities and qt tne 
density of distribution of purchasing power. hs such, where 

purchasing power per unit area is relatively great, centres are 
closely spaced, as within the continuously Punt up areas of 
cities. In another case, when purcnasing power is more sparsely 
distributed, centres are more widely spaced, as Touna in suouroan 
areas. The pattern continues into the open country siae, where 
nucleated centres constitute the central places.

It should be noted that in uogra ail tne nucleated 
commercial centres are primarily concerned with vegetable, fisn 
and meat markets, groceries and general stores, some restaurants 
ana light manufacturing industries also eut.

Table fa.S shows the number of establishments. Location
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of these centres are mentioned in Fig S.io-ana also in Fig

(a) Comroumtv Shopping Centres;-

These are the centres where tne neighoournoods are 

provided with frequently consumed goods, but these centres cannot 
fulfil all the services, that the CBm can. It is observed that 
their service extends beyond municipal limit(Fig S.ZO)provides tne 

market great degree of accessibility. Along with daily 
necessities some other establishments ana professionals services 
like barbers, tailors, blacksmith, repairing, doctors, 
photostudios, rice and flour mills etc. are performing tneir 

services iTabie a.B). In this group, ail the centres nave daily 
bazar (vegetable, fish, fruits etc.;.

Amongst the centres, kalitoiahat and hat 1aaimat nave 
traditionally weekly hat tbi-weekiy oazar; wmcn provide mucn 

shopping scope for the people. Peripheral villages are much more 
benifited from the hatidali bazar due to its location in tne 

northern extremity whereas the location of kaiitola hat in the 
main town provides considerable services to tne surrounding area.

Other important centres are Bakshirhat in halotmagar, 
Khander bazar m Natore road-Carmichael road intersection, Colony 
bazar along Dhaka Road. Another important shopping centre is 
Bonani bazar adjacent to the southern limit of tne municipality,

ib; Neighbourhood Shopping Centres;-

It refers to the convenience goods Tor the local people 
and their functions depend upon the neighoourhood. In Bogra,
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these centres have been developed beside mam roads or in roaa 

junctions, examples are Fuldari college market, Isiamajgar War, 
Chelopara bridge market. For the convenience of the local people, 

vegetable markets are located m the Fuldari and Namajgar market 
areas. Some feeder roads meet these centres.

CCl Isolated store cluster;-

There are number of this type of shopping centres 
mainly at road intersections. These are tne smallest order 
centres of the central place hierarchy. These centres comprise 
some grocery shops, pan shops, small restaurants and general 
stores. The location of centres may be mentioned as jaleswar1tala 
kaiimandir area, Fuldarl-Bottola, Nisindera-Milsonar mar* 

ir S-iTtarEjar i-rai 1— crossing ( Another cluster is near the Nurani 

Biscuit Factory. Near railway station, a cluster is coming up 
with the provision for sale of vegetables.

Business Streets!

Commercial streets, which Toiiow the growtn ot the 
town, along the mam roads, also perform special ana significant 
functions. The establishments, Terming a ribbon pattern, are 
specialised m goods or comprise of a mixture of estab1isnements 
(Table 6.£).

In Bogra, business streets starting from the ufaH snow 

the mixed form of commercial 'land use ana are almost similar in 

nature Fig ft. lb In some cases only dissimilarities arise.
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Conforming to the classification of business activities 
along the urban ribbon as given by Berry 1195S-), the commercial 
activity in the ribbon of Bogra may be classified injto different 

categories.

(i) Highway Oriented Facilities :

Commercial functions along the highway may be grouped
into

la) automobile service area,
(b) Space consuming service area.

The hlghway-orlented facilities are either located with 

respect to a set of demands out not associated with demands for 
nucleated shopping facilities. As a matter or fact, they are such 

business types which require iarge and expansive site and ready 
access. It is observed m Bogra that it evokes a set of demands 
for filling stations, for restaurant facilities, for motel, for 

garage and workshops, etc. owing to trarnc flow. Ht tne sametime 
sale of auto accessories, furniture, appliances etc. are other 
functions alongwith lumberyard, warehouse.

Practically all the regional roads perform highway 

oriented functions. The most important roao i.e. unaka-hangpur 
road significantly occupies greater portion of business
establishments throughout its length. The varieties ot 

establishments mentioned above toox place according to tne degree 
of traffic flow. As new roaas come up, there is a tendency ot 

commercial establishments to shift to places ot mucn traTfic 
flow. Therefore, it is observed that in some cases, importance ot
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same functions has diminished. On the other hand, recently 
constructed dy-pass international route beyond the western 
margin of the town limit is also increasingly pulling highway 
commercial services. All the trucks ana some buses for inter 
district services ply on this route.

Finally, it is to note that as distance increases, the 
concentration of different types of establishments decrease 
giving place to mainly service type of establishments.

<ii> Specialised Business Streets:

There are some roads which carry on some special types 
of business activities besides common commercial functions. In 
this category the most important business street is baragoia- 
Santahar road, where similar type of estab1ishments nave been 
lined up over a longer period like shops qt cement, iron rod, 
C.I. sheets, Tube-wells, Molasses, Oilcake, Bitumen, Pulses etc. 
There are number of banks located along this road. Tni-s street 
has a monopoly in business.

Another important road is station road which is short 
in length. Most of the establishments are of machine and 
automobile parts due to proximity of Transport terminals.

Natore road is specialised in light engineering and 
associated functions, pump set, tractors etc.

tiii> Arterial close to Nucleated Commercial centres.

Some of the roaas like banakanai road, uhanoanoa 1 sha
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road, Dhaka road (Sherpur road) and Badortoia road which start 
from CBA show different types of commercial lano uses. The 
establishments may be mentioned as General stores, Pan/bidi 
shops, restaurants, stationaries, meoicine stores, pnoto studios, 
printing press, L.P. Gas selling shops, barogr shops, cycle 
repairing, furniture mart etc. -These types ot establishments along 

these road are also found in tne proximity of otner nucleated 
commercial centres.

(iv) Skid-Row :

According to Berry il959; '‘Skid-row" is found Desiaes 
the main roads near CBD in large cities. It is characterise^ by 

the concentration of bars and missions, second-hand stores, Tiop 
house hotels etc. skid-row frequently has an arterial location 

in the low-rent "zone of discard".

In Bogra, this type of skid-row formation is ooservea 
on low rented railway land in between railway station ana dus 

terminal namely Koritola hawker's market iFig e>.l;. There are 
about 133 second hand and low cost ready maoe cioth stores m 
this market. Some low quality restaurants and pan snops are also
1ocated



200

SOME OTHER COMPONENTS INVOLVED IN THE SHOPP1NS ACI1V1T1ES
Service Areas of Vegetable Markets and Shops of Daily 
Necessities:

Fig.S.CKt* shows the location of market, vegetable 
markets, other shopi’tj^centres and their approximate service areas. 

The consumers' shopping trips in connection with range of goods, 

order of goods and threshold are accentuated. From every market 

so to iOO customers were interviewed to know their places of 

residence. Here items of daily necessities like vegetaDies ana 

groceries are considered. It has already oeen pointed out tnat 

the nucleated commercial centres are located ideally with unique 

accessib i 1 i ty supported by raoiai and gno road pattern. in 

consonence with Berry's il9<s7:ii/ work, we can snow the

centrality desire lines that connect the origin and destination 

of trips by the residents of uroan and out pkirts-viiiages ‘tor 

shopping purposes of daily necessities. Here, one can ooserve the 

increasing length of the trip towards bigger market centre 

(Fig.o.3) due to the availability ot expected goods. Ine lower 

order market centres serve their surrounding areas according to 
the order of goods available. The trade areas of tnese lower 

order centres are nested within tne area served oy tne higher 

oroer centres. Tne areal extent over wmch a community draws, its 

consumer relates to the economic reacn of that centre. Except 

Central market (Raja Dasar &. FatehAli oaiar J au'/, to vu). customers 

come to the nearest market as depicted in Fig.6.^0,. me travel 

behaviour of consumers interrogated m the central market, oring 
out some interesting facts about tne clientele. ine central



201

PERSONS ENGAGED IN COMMERCIAL 

ACTIVITIES 
(BASED ON SAMPLES)

TRADE AREAS 
OF

HIERARCHY OF CENTRES 
(VEGETABLES'® RETAIL )

-------Inform* of Contumtr* Flow T-— Putrict Boundary o 10 20 Km.
|2-0 %)pfom out*id« Northern R*gion.

Fig: 6-2
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marfrPP draws? maximum numner of consumers from ikm. raams during 
the morning hours. In the evening after working hours, people 

come to purchase articles. Since the central market iocatea m 
the CBA, caters to all kinds of customers and provides all kinds 
of goods, other than vegetables and fish, grocery, people wno 

come to this area find it advantageous to buy it on their trips 
to the CBA and thus save one trip to the neighbourhood snops.

Small traders of the neighbourhood commercial 
establishments purchase certain commodities and vegetables in 
bulk from the central market, to sell in their shops outside CBh.

Other centres in the margin of the town limit namely 

Colonybazar, Malotmagar bazar (Baksher hat;, Matidali bazar have 
a clientele from the surrounding rural areas. On the otherhana , 
Fulfaar1 bazar, Namajgar bazar, kalitoia hat, hallway station 
bazar and khander bazar solely serves customers orawn Trom the 
adjacent areas.

From the empirical observations made and also Trom the 

analysis of data, it may be rightly said that underlying tne 
movement of population for shopping the principle ot least 
distance efforts is in operation. Secondly, tnere is a wen 
organised arrangement of the above mentioned commercial Tunctions 
giving rise to a hierarchy of functions .

Spatial Interaction and Mode of 1 ravel.

To understand the spatial interaction oetween tne
place of residence and the place ot work, numoer ot people wno
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are engaged in business and who have a regular and definite daily 

movements, were inteviewed. 0,153 owners and employees belonging 
to different commercial and service establishments m different 
areas were interviewed through questionaires. Table o.3 shows the 
different mooes of transport used by the people. From the 
table..6 it is observed that rickshaw forms main mode ot 

transport in the CBA. This confirms that people travel from 

distant areas either from the town or outside, uther important 

personal mode of transport i.e. Motor-cycle and pi-cycie is 

worth-' mentioning. Persons possessing motor cycles Deiona to tne 
wealth^class where as those possessing cycles are also considered 
to be economically sound. HPout 60% of the people working in lhh 

use rickshaw or possess bi-cycles indicating more or less tneir 
sound economic background . Therefore, the table shows o/% 
rickshaw and 57% bi-cycle users in the CBA. in the name way more 

than 60% people use bus and other' conveyance as mode ot 

transport.

On the other hand , in the ousiness thorougnrare or 
other nucleated business centres, mgner percentage of people 
walk down to their place of work. Which is in close proximity to 
tneir residence. Rickshaws are largely used oy tne persons 

engaged in business firms aiong the Bhaka-hangpur road ana Natore 

road .

3036 owners or business establishments w^re 
interviewed to know the nature of growtn iTadie.o.Jf is found 

that the CBA dominates over all other commercial centres though 
there has been a growth of commercial estao1ishments outside the
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other Areas

7. Koritola Hawkers 
Market

8. Chak-Badurtola
9. Rangpur Road 

(Part')
10. Rangpur Road 

(from Fulbari)
11. 3 ant ah ar Rnad
12. Chel^p ara-Chan- 

danbaisha Road
13. Old-Dina.jpur Road
14. Sherpur Road
15. G ohal1 R nad
16. Chelopara- 

Gabtoli Road
17. JBakshir hat

TOTAL 2840 1512 792 385 102

----
1

ii
O
i 

1 II 1

11

34 132 336 774

GRAND TOTAL 6153 2453 2396 894 279 131 119 343 776 1788

% of C.B-A- 54 38 67 57 63 63 78 62 55 56

185 35 104 18 19 - 109

3313 941 1604 509 177 84 93 211 440 1004

CBA

1. Rajabazar Area
2. Fatteh All Bazar 

Area
3. New Market Area
4. Talukdar Market
5. Saptopodi Market
6. Nawab A.All 

Super Market

TOTAL

CBA. ibis gi owth actually uoincxdes with the growth or the 

population and the spread of the town.

Table 6 *3 Mode of transport & growth of Business Establishments.

Commercial Areas Mode of Transport 1 No. of Owners 
started business
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Persons Engaged in Commercial Activities

In order to study the human interaction between Bogra 

and its surroundings, a personal survey was conducted. 193b out 

QT the total empltayees were taken -as a sample tor tne study 

emphasising on the place of residence of tne employees migrated 
or originated from different direction to Bogra ana tne 

attraction of the commercial activities of Bogra.

Of the total samples, it has found 51'/. originated Tram 
Bogra district and *+9’/. from other districts witnin Bogra district 

9.81'/. employees have come from Gabtoii, 9.t>uV. residents of bogra 

itself and 7.30'/. from sariakandi i7.3uv»j.

i0.05/1 of the employees in commercial activities are 

found to have originated from ohaJCtl ®f which a large number

businessman started trading in old clothes m 
Bogra town. Now they have switched over to sale of new readymStde 

clothes. 99'/. person i.e. i9.ll/.j had migrated Trom tne remote 

district of Noakhali, where adverse physical envifonment. is 

unattractive to the population.

Except Natore tne contribution of the surrounding 
districts is moderate Rangpur, Sirajganj ana Habna also snare 

significant portion.

However from the table it is evident that Bogra s 

commercial activities attract tne entrepreneurs from tne 

surrounding and also distant areas. More over, the opportunities 
of employment in Bogra are more & varied.
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Persons Enaaaed in Commercial Ac t i vi ties

Table t>.4 Persons Engaged i n Business Firms , Com
DxfTerent wreas.

Uoazilas No.of people Districts No. OT peop li
'A

1 . Sariakandi 105 7.30 1.Joypurhat HO 2. /B
2. Gabtoli 142 9.87 2.Naogaon Hi 2.85

3. Sonatola 75
,0101in 3.Sirajgonj ab H. 73

9. Dhunut 30 2.09 h.baibandha HD 3.13
5. Shibgonj 73 5.08 5.Natore 7 0. h9

6. Kahaloo c»2 H. 31 t>. Padna 70 h . 87

7. Nandigram 22 1.53 7.Rangpur 77 5. ub
S. Sherpur 32 2.23 S.Rajsnahi 17 1.18

9. Dupchanchia 29 2.02 9.Dinajpur iu u. to 9

10 .Adamdigni 31 2. lb lu.Tangail 15 1 .Un

ii t Bagrat properi 13& 9. oG li*unskd i 7 a 1U . tab
12.Noaknaii h9 till
1 3.Barlsa1 11 u. to 9

Others 77 5.35

Total 793 51.80 689 49.00
Grand Total 739 f t>89 :1hj8 lOOV,

from

Source : t-ield work
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Commercial Establishments in Selected Towns :

Bogra town is compared witn four old district

headquarters in terms of commercial establishments of all 
categories. Table t>.5 shows the number of establishments , 
establishment per 10,000 people and the composite index *•. From 
the Table 6.5 we may compare each item of every town as well as 
the composite index of all items together in every districts, 
which offers a clear picture of tne business status of tne 
district.

In most of tne cases, Bogra shows leading position 
followed by divisional headquarter Rajsnam. From tne analysis 
Bogra reveals highest composite value ib'tu; toI lowed by Rajshahi 

( 69*t i- However, from this study, we understand tne
potentiality of Bogra town in trade ana commerce ana its iBogra; 
position in compansion to otners.

* To show the potentiality of business function the 
calculated data <Table£».5> may be combine and a composite index 

obtained by using tne following formula statea by singn iiVVi 
and singh \ 198B :t>7;

£ * I = Hix100 + HBx100 +...,+ Hnx100
srm zhs 2-Hh

Where C.I is composite index, HI, He up to Hn are tne 
TifiJWf TTPffl stsnoaro i z ing the number qt estad 1 isnment

in different cities.
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In conclusion, from the study it is evident tnai the 

root of present state of commercial development goes back to tne 
early days of British occupance ano little development took piace 
in the later half of the 19th century. After Partition il9*+7i 
commercial adctivities grew faster but since Liberation tne 

development in all sphere of commercial activities has oeen more 
rapid. However the development of trade ana commerce snows a 

great co-relation with the transport development in tnree 
different periods: British , Pakistan ana Bangladesh

Increasing linkages with the surrounding region due to 
transport development , new modes of production technology . 
rapid urbanisation etc. ensure Sogra's spurt in tne commercial 
activities, high density of population in the surrounding region 

and considerable socio-economic development provide a large 

clientele. Some special types of items like agricultural 

machineries, electronic goods, motor vehicles etc. serve distant 

areas.

When we observe the layout ana distrib.auon qt 

commercial activities, we find that CBh and its adjacent areas 

possess the majority of important establishment except those ot 

construction materials and auto servicing .

The CBA of Bogra is by far the most concentrated centre 
of employment and is the major focus m the systems of intra-city 
and Inter-city transportation with which other types of iana uses

are closely related. Here, most of the central place functions
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are localised . It is the most accessible part to the entire city 
population-; as well as to tne surrounding region lali transport 

terminals are close to CBA > where a marked concentration ot 

shopping goods stores serve a suostantiai proportion of tne 

commodity wants of the people. It is observed that never the less 
the growth of out lying business areas has not reduced the role 
of CBA according to the functions that it serves.

In Bogra, . all the nucleated commercial centres are 
characterized by vegetable market , grocery shops , low quality 

restaurants, some professional's offices etc. un tne other nano 
all the important roads i.e. regional roaas enjoy unique 

accessibility and hold some common and special types of store 
Arterial close to CBh perTorms mixed commercial activities.

With the shifting of the bus route there is a shift in 
passenger flow, thereby declining the importance ot nigh way 

oriented functions, along those roads.



DEVELOPMENT OF BANKING SERVICES

The urban and regional development consideraoiy depends 
on the growth and interplay of various sectors ot economy m 

which banking is the dominant indicator. Therefore, an 
examination of growth of banks, advances and deposits otTers an 
insight into the process and pattern of economic growth as well 

as economic development. In this context an attempt is made to 
analyse the prevailing -s-i-t-uat'ron in Bogra town and Bogra 

district, and to compare Bogra with other selected District 
headquarters. In the Appendix some regional oanxing services are 
given.

As a matter of fact Bogra is endowed with long history ot 
prosperity in banking activities, in the British period, Dankmg 
sector was developed by private ownership and urban centres were 
the place of activity. After the Partition it oeg-an-to spread in 
business and administrative centres all over the region in a more 
organised way, and after the Liberation *1971; it has widely 
distributed. Bogra town and the district had considerably 
developed in this activity since 19t>0s. Ray (19t>9; observes that 
"it can be undoubtedly believed that all types of banks 
functioning in the area, rendered a remarkable role m the 
development of industrial, commercial ana agricultural sectors of 
Bogra, which was the sole inspiration of tne people to stand on 
their own feet."

Note: H.K.Dutta Roy was the Agent of United Bank of India, 
Branch.

bug r a
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Growth of Banking Sector
Bogra town:

The only central co-operative banK Ltd. whicn is sun 

functioning was established in 191*+ at bogra oy the sincerest 
effort of Khan-Bahaoor Ibrahim to save the poor Tanners ana petty 
businessmen from the grip of 1 I’tonajans' (money lender;, at that 
time 37 village banks were officiated under this bank and tne 
number rose to 28*+ in 1987. Under these banks, there are several 
societies. It is mentioned in Bogra gazetteer ( 1979 : le>7-lob; that 
during the time of partition three scheduled banks, namely tne 
Bengal Central Bank Ltd., the Calcutta Commercial Bank Ltd. ana 
the Pioneer Bank Ltd., each had a brancn at bogra in addition to 
four nan-scheduled banks (5 were in other places;. hu there 
banks went into liquidation during tne period i9Sl-o9 ana sooner 
two scheduled banks opened their branches. Later on the 
district/town saw a bri-sk -period of banking from i9ou~' ;u, siate 
Bank of Pakistan (196*+; and Bangladesh Shi 1 pa Bank uiociwere 
established for the 18th time in the Northern uegion. Moreover 14 

banks were established (£1 in other places;. Ht present, total 
number of all types of banks are 37 at tne town.

Note: This information was collected from a report written by h. 
Majid, central Co-operative Bank Ltd. Bogra.
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Bogra Region

According the Bogra gazetteer (.1979. io/-o6i there 
were some private banks in different places of tne district 
before partition but they coma not function for a longer period. 

During the time of partition time five non-scneduiea oarms were 

serving the region (excluding Bogra town) ana Tinaily went into 
liquidation during the period 1951-59. Then gradually scheduled 

banks began to be established. Upto 1972, tnere were cl brancnes 
m the region (excluding Bogra town; which increased to l5i upto

19B8.
<? F%s. €-3oA- b

Table. .6 .4a. shows the cumulative growth ot banking 

sector from 1951 to 1987. The number of oranches within tne 
periods of upto 1951, l952-ol, 1908-7*+, 1y75-«1 and iv6c-u7 are 
2,7,44,143 and 186 respectively in which total cumulative figure 

indicates 186. It is interesting to note that out ot 186 banks 

Bogra district possesses 192 banks and the rest are in Joypurhat 
district. The rapid growth started after 19ol ana mdeea the 
explosion af banking sector is noticed m the period iv/o-al 
being 99 (total 145).

Table-• highlights the banking growth m selected 
upazilas. Bogra and Joypurhat are district nead quaters in tneir 
respective Upazilas. At the same time Sherpur also is an oia 

town. Therefore, these Upazilas are hoidivig large number of banks 
including Adamdighi Upazila where Santanar railway junction is 
situated. Bogra being the biggest and unparailel town in tne 
region shows all along increase m the number of banks.
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BANK ADVANCES/DEPOSITS BY 
U) SELECTED DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS (1976-84) (d)

ENote Excluding Ihe year 1979)
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AVERAGE PERCAPITA 
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Tabie6-6ffnw£ft at Bmikinq baftac ana hppp^^io + i i ty qt Banking
Services to the People in Selected Upazilas-upto 1987. 

(Figures cumulative.i
Name of the 
Upazlias

upto per 
1951 lakh 

pop.

195a-
6 1

per 1968- 
lakh 7h 
pop .

per 1975- 
lakh 81 
pop .

per i988- 
lakh 87
pop.

per
1 akn
pop.

Bogra a a. 17 7,7 3 • Uc 16 e.?a 56 lCi ?tl 1 6 « i 4
Adamdighi - - H 3.7h 8 6 . Ud iu 6 « -15
Sherpur - - 3 6. 83 7 H . U6 6 a. 9u
Sarlakandi - - a 0.99 5 3 9 fcu 6 3 , H-U
Joypurhat - - <4 a. so iu 5.15 lH 6 . tU
Keth1al - - i 1 .18 5 h . 98 7 6.1H-

Bogra Dist. •
Ocu 7 0.44 44 1.98 143 5.84- 183 5w64

(Total)
Data Computed :
Source : District Sazetteer,Bogra,1979; Respective banK offices 

Population figure from District popufa^tion census 

1951-81, For 1987 population figure is calculated.
Note : Most of the banks are located m and around the

To understand the significance of 
relation to population, number of banks per 
is calculated t Table. £.‘4 .Tig , hs fat-

banking services to the people is concerned 
the highest figure in all the periods.

oanking service in 
i,uu,uuu population 
as availability qt 

Bogra Upazila snows

It may be concluded from the above reTerred -table g,§ n 
that Upazilas with important urban centres and, or upazilas which 
are socio-economically developed, show higher and faster growth
of banking services.
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Comparative study of Banking Services s. Five Old District
Headquarters.

In this study Bogra town is compared with otner 

selected towns in terms of number of banks as well as Danks per 

lakh population.

Table, exhibits number of banks and banks per lakh 

population Bogra is leading with Bo.ho followed by Dinajpur 

(S6.00). Rajshahi and Pabna are closer to each other, ana Rangpur 

is in the lowest position.

The selection of Bogra for Banking activity oy the 

private sector since 1983-8h itself pears testimony to the 

economic importance of the town. Most or the private .bankers 

opened their first or second branches in the Northern Region at 

Bogra. It is true that private sector invariably seeks the most 

favourable site for business operation to gain optimum result. 

Due to increasing industrial activity government opsnen nrst 

branch of Bhilpa bank in the Northern Region at Bogra m ivob. 

Similarly 1st qranch of state Bank of Pakistan vnow aangiaaesn 

bank) was established in 19oh by government to serve tne entire 

Northern Region. In Xaole.6'£ali the private., oa-nks ana other 

special types of banks are mentioned ana given rank according to 

their date of establishment. The final conclusion arrived at from 

this exercise also projects Bogra as tne most important centre m 

the Northern region.

honey Transac tion;
Tab le .4*3 gives the information qt average per capita
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advances and deposits for the selected towns and acuut'ding to 
that rank is given Subsequently fig£'?,F?^ a shows comparative 

picture m relation to advances and deposits and more clearly 
fig.fo'tortrays the relative position of the towns.

More investment through advances from banks refers to 

more developmental activities like business,industries, 
agricultural enterprises etc. On the other hand, in case of more 

deposit it also indicates more income and economic strength of a 

town.
Hence, from the analysis Bogra shows exceedingly nigher 

position as regards per capita advances iTk. £73E> and per capita 

deposits <Tk.4£53). Rangpur ranks second in per capita advance 

(Tk. 1410), while Dinajpur ranks find in per capita deposit 

(Tk.3059).

Table 6.7 Number of Banks in Municipal Areas : 5-bistrlets h.us.
t19b£>

Wo-ftf Bant 

Branches
Popwiat ior« Ban* /Lai: n population

Bogra 35 9h49i £d•Hfci

Rajshahi 41 171t>uu £3.89

Dinajpur £5 _96343 £6.00

Rangpur 33 155964 £1 . id
Pabna £6 1090o5 £3. Sh

Data Computed

bource: District statistics,1983, (.Respective Districts / .
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Table 6.8 Ranking of Banks.

Specialised Private Banks
Banks

District Bangla Shilpa A.B I.F.I.C U.C.B City isiami Natio b.C.l 
H.Qs. desh Bank Bank Bank Bank Bank nai

Bank bank

(A)
Bogra l 1 1 2 l H l 3 i

Rajshahi e E 1 H B 3 l -

Rangpur 3 3 5 3 2

Dinajpur H H 3 - - -
Rabna 5 - i lZ -

(B)
Bogra 5 5 5 9 5 2 5

i ota i
scores

a- 5 3v

Rajshah1 5 2 H 3 5 - 27

Rangpur 3 - 3 1 3 B h - i e>
Dinajpur 2 2 3 - - 07

Pabna 1 - 5 H

II II II
 l
II II II II II II
 l
II II II II II
 •
- 

II
 C
II II

Source : Data collected from Respective Bank . i 968

Note
branches

: Value is
i.e. First®5,

given according to 
second®4*, Tmra=3,

the
Four

t ime
th=8 ano

opening of
Fit" tn=i
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Table- to.9 Bank Advances and Deposits of selected- 5-District
Head quarters according to Volume or 1 ransact 10m i9'/to 

to 1980)
Advances Deposits

District H.Qs. Total percapita Rank Total Percapita Rank
Advances Advances Deposits Deposits
iTk in
Million)

tin Taka) t l k i n 
Mill ion)

tin Ik;

Bogra 1222.8 2732 1 19u3. t> h253 1
Rajshahi 1216.2 999 5 32to7.8 2to83 3
Rangpur 1279.9 1410 2 l7l8.8 IVUi 3

Dinajpur to55.9 1034 4 19h0.5 3059 2
Pabna 843. to 1231 3 1521.1 222u Hr

Data Compiled
Source : Statistical year Book, 198v:38h 
*Notes Excluding 1979.

ft may pp pnoorppp tnat mere nss oeen a rapid growm 

in banking activities throughout the district; ana town itself. 

Income from agricultural development ana increasing inaustriai- 

commercial activities ensure the tanking activities more ana more 

prospective and purposeful future.

The impact of urbanisation and people's awareness to 
banking facilities and advantages and their involvement are 
responsible for the uplift of socio-economic conditions in the
recent past


