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CHAPTER -6

TRADE AND COMMERCE

in an urban centre, the commercial activity always
occupies an  important position. Mayer and Rohn(ed) V19671593
rightly point out that the importance of the commercial areas of
a city is far greater than the limited extent of such areas would
indicate. In case of Bogra, besiaes industrial development,

Bogra‘'s name 1s markedly linked with trade and commerce.

The root of this activity dates back to 1ts early days
and with the passage of time 1t has ocecome a flouélshlng
commercial centre. The gradual development process passed through
different stages of transport development : the waterways, the
raillways and the roadways. nt the same time the process of
development runs through three distinct periods: Britisn,
Fakistan ang Bangladesh. It should be borne in mind that the
development of commercial activity 1n a particular centre Ccannat
he thought of i1n 1sclation but ought to be linked wlth regional
resources and regilonal demand and supply. imporvance o7 si1te ana
situation 1n this regard 18 a majJor concern. in both the cases
Bogra district and Bogra town are placed i1n advantageous posSition

with respect to the neignhbouring regions.
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1. DEVELOPMENT OF BUSINESS

The business entrepreneurial ciass emerged during the
British period when many like Marwaril and Bujarati Troam Inaia,
irani, kKabuli from Afghanistan came to Bogra to try their Tortune
and started business along with local Hindus. aAfter partition
Many Hindus letTt Bogra for India. Large scale emigrants
(Muhajirs) from India held the greater share of business. Durling
the Liperation movement, conflict between Bengal:1 ana naon-bengal:

broke—out and business was snatched by the iocal people.

The role of river transport 1n business activities 1n
the early days was signiticant whemn The raratioya rivEr Was
naviganlie Tfor the greater part of the vear, ana the advent aov
railtransport has been mentioned in Hunter's (1876 Report and
District Bazetter of Bogra (1979). Since tne gistrict was and at
present 1s also, surplus 1n various 1ype of agricdltural
produces,greatest volume of the commodities were exported to the
different areas especially to Calcutta. Calcutta was ndirectly
linked with Bogra by river ang rail, Before introduction o7
rallway, number of trade centres developed along the raiver or
other places., After introduction of raillway numerous smaller ang
bigger trade centres appeared along tne rallway lines and IThe

earliest ones developed.
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Many of the trade centres were linked with Bogra and
thus Bogra more or less served the purpose of a centvre  Tar
collection and disutribution through redistributing the collected
commodities. The dominant part played by the vrailway 1n  aiding
businese activities continued upto the early years of 1970 +t111
the wide spread develaopment of rpad transport. However, the @past
Partition period t(after 1947) was characterised by moderate
development of business activities gue to the attainment af
independence, development of regional  economy and changing
society. National Highway particularly brought a great change i1n
mobility and ecomonic activities. A great thrust in the
development of trade and commerce Tol iowed arver the

independence.

(= DISCUSSION ON STRUCTURE AND MORPHOLUOGY WITH FUNCT 10NAL

ASPECTS OF TRADE AND COMMERCE IN BOGRA

In general, Bogra town as weil as the urban centres of

Bangladesh exhinit the same nature oF bDusineEss, S8rvices and
spatial organisation of business complex. Un the other nana, 1T
shows certain similarities and dissimilarities regaraing

commerial structure hetween western and non—-western cities.
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Since few decades, urban researchers are 1ncreasingly
devoted to the commercial study within the frame work ot central
place, landuse pattern, form, structure and morphaology in terms
af social value, historical grawth, accessibility, lana wvaiue,
location, transport etc., Whole sale and retail trade Tunctions,
gervice establishments belonging to the C.B.U., other hierarchy
of shopping centres and business thoroughfares nave heen  the
focal theme of research. The study of commercial activities 1n

Bagra follows the conventional characteristicts.

Thnree basic confaormationg stated by Choriey and Haggett
(1977:346) may be mentioned here to compare and differentiate the

conmerclal set up existing 1n Bogra town and 1ts region.

(12 Older unplanned and newer planned shopping centres, which
provide a variety of canvenience and shopping goods Trom

functionally home based shopping trips of various freguency and

durationg

(11) A variety aof ribbon development which, with the exception ot
the traditional shopping streets, consist of a range ot space

consuming services catering primarily to demands originating  on

highways; and

{iiis Specialised areas catering to special consumer agemand.
Differences within each of the major types are related o TNe

numbers and kinags of Tunctions pertormed.
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The hierarchic levels, Tirst i1dentffied by Chrlé:;aller
in locating central places, exist in all spatial considerations,
as regards the hierarchical shopping centre tricnotomy and the
urban arterial commercial service cistrict phenomenon that are
well established elements in the study of commercial structure.
inspite of =some drawbacks, this stugy may be framsed within 1t
explaining the size and spacing of urban commercial

agglomeration.,

Based on the application aof central place theory in
market area analysis in Bogra 1t may be highlighted that the CHA.
as large centre experienciing functionally extensive market area
proportionately to others with the greater specialisation  1n
service praovisions. This centre possessing more establishments
and business types offers more goods and services, does greater
volume of business and deals mainly in higher order goods which
are sought less frequently and for which shoppers travel longer
distances than a small centre in the town., AsS 1n every where
lower order centres in Bogra genevrally provide low order goods
which are purchased frequently with minimum consumey travel. in
this context,Scott's (1970:8) study may be recalled as shopping
cantres  comprise a hieréﬁm made 07 dilscrete groups o7 centres.
The shopping centres of each nigher order proviade all goods and
services pravided by lower order centres together with a discrete
group of high order functions. The market areas ot lower order

centres rest Within the market areas oT highey order centres.



182

Sometimes dissatisfaction has been expressed with  the
apparent inadequacy of the central place approach 1in the
explanation of the commercial ribpoon where a group of commercial
sgstablishments tends to be linear rather than nuclear in Torm. 1o
overcome the problem, a broadensd central place approacn passeg an

a concept of linear ninterlands willl prove adeguate.

TYPES OF COMMERCIAL STRULTURES

Number of scholars have diTferentiated business areas
in different ways under different titles 7or the usefulness of

our study some research may be referred.

Proudfoot (1937) designs a system to describe the city
retall structure  in USA mentioning that most of the principail

cities possess five types of retail structure.

(1) The CBD,
(&) The outlying business centre,
{3) The principal business thoroughtare,

(4) The neighbourhood business street, and

(3) The isolated store cluster.
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Having experience fTrom Spokane cilty, Berry (1939 in
article of ribbon development recongnises Tour coniformation
business together with constituent groups of DuUusiInNess types
the business districts or Tunctional areas they create:
Nucleated shopping centres
Urban arterial business districts,

Highway oriented business districts, and
Automobille row

Howsver, w2 may difrerentiate the commerciai areas o7

Bogra town 1n the folliowing manner.

Commercial Areas

NMucleated Commercial Centres Business Streets

CBA Other Nucleated Centres .

Wholesale/Retail Cammunity shopping Highway araiented
centres Commerical Furction
Meirghbournood shopping npeclalised Business
centre, Streets

Isplated store ctusters rArteri1al Llose to
Nucleated ohopping
Lentres

Sh10-ROWS
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Nucleated Shopping Structure

Study of CBA
Delimitation of CBA

Various methods have been used 1n diTTerent stugies Tor
delimiting CBD area some of 1t may be mentioned as snop rent

index, trade index, trattic flow, valuation gata, lana use etc.

m

Murphy and Vance (195«a) define the functians of CBDh a
the retailing of goods ang services Tor a profit mofive incliuding
financial and commercial offices. They have 1gnored municipal
government buillaing, . parks, religious 1nstitutions, schools,
whalesaling, manufacturing (BxXCent NeWspaper BYrIintingi,
administrative, ang other non—profit making 1nstitutions, wnere
as Dickinson (1%964:2883-2c4) agvaocates that incase of larger

civies, all these activiries fTorm an i1ntegral esement oF the

historical growth and present character of the 1nner Ccltv.
Rannels (195&4) and Diamond t1962:1523) ., 1n thelr study OT western
cities have included wholesaling and FMabogunje (17&4) T nis

study of Lagos i1ncludes wholesaling, manutTacturing., municipai and
governmental administrative functions, religious and educational
institution etc. Within the central Tunction list Knan ang
Saladdin (1967) select the functions of retailing commerce ang
finance, personal services. Wholesaling Tunction was exciugeo
because of country wise service performed by port C1Ty
Cnitzagaﬁg. They Include ather centralil Tunctions as

administrative, educational, medical recr@#atliaonal ana religlious,
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In the study of CBD of Dhaka, Majia (1%70) deals with the
functions as wholesaling along with retalling, personal services,
Tinancial anag other commercial Tunctions. Fatel Vi974), 11 thne
study of city centre of Rajsnani (Bangladesn) conslders the
Tunctions as retailing, whalesaling, commerce, service,
administration, educational, medical, religious and recreation

Tor the city centre.

In case of Bogra town, there 1s no probiem in
demarcating the CBA. All types of commercial ang Tinancial
activities, warehouses are congregatea within a limitea or

QT

m

specitied area making a huge block that composea of JdoIen
smalier plocks and exhibiting mixed and heaviiy congested nature
of land use scene. More than 704 commercial ana SErvVICE
estanlishments except construction materials, stores, some
wholesale shops of oi1l, molasses of the town arg concentrated
here. Wholesales, one minipark. S-out OT & Cinema nouses, mosque
and temple, head post ofTice, telepnone and telegrapnh ed4cnangs’

electricity supply office are established here.
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The. clearly marked CBA forms a triangular shape (Fig.
G bodnded by wmpoartant roaas. It 1s boundeag on the East by the
Karatoya raiver, on the éouth by Z2illa school and hNawabbaril roaidl,
an  the sputh-wWest by bus and truck terminals and on the west by
the Thana road-Jowthala road. The narthern portion 1s pounded oy

two roads Torming the apex of the triangle.

In the south and south east, twdh SsSecondary Scholls,
circuit  house, jugicial departmeEnt angd central park are i1ocateo

which are 1in the i1mmediate proximty to the CBr (F1g &.1b

3

Functional Aspects o BA :

The CBA area of Bogra though geographically small in
size 15 the centre of market activities comprising of & large

diversity of goods and services.

Due to lack of space, almost every piece o avalilable
land is used Tor business purposes. Moreover 0l sStructures as
well as unprofitable godowns are demolished To glve way th  more

prafitable and vertical oriented structures.



However, the CBA 1n Bogra assumed importance in this
region because of the following points:
{a) All major national/regional roadways pass through or start
fraom the CBA,
(th) None of the other market centres of Bogra as iarge as the
CBA,
(! Rallway, bus and truck terminals Tor the region are located
adjacent to the CBA,
(d) There has developed an 1nertia at 1nferdisc1p11nary

commercial activities.

bDue to the above Tactors bBogra CbBh 1 nhighly aeve.oped

as well as highly accessible to the surrounding e8Qilon.

Gee Table .l ang Fi1g .o shows diTrterent  types oOfF

pusiness activities accumulated are grouped togecotner in whiond

The CBA 1= mainly olvioed 1NTO the TO4.0wWing kinds ot

.

business -
(1) Wholesale traae,
(i1) Retail trade, and

tiiis Gervice establishments ana others,
Wholesale Trade :

_ . . 2 .
There 1s a very thin line or oistiyction opetween

wolesale shops and retail shops, as the wolesale sSHOPSE 10 DOOra
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Farry adr retailing alsa. Thne maqor Rarameter Tor & wnole sale
shop 1s the volume of transaction as well as the praduct  ii1n8s

aoffered.

The novrthern part of B starts Tfrom tne vallway iine
and caters to special king of wholesale gooos 1ndlviddsaliy
selling more orless all general commodities like scaps. 1inks
matches, babyfood, hairoil, biscuits, medicine, hHhardware tc.

There are warehouses (Arot) in vegetable market.

The southern part endowed with varieties of
establishments perTorm wholesale Tunction along with retall
activity like northern part as variety stores and hardware
tcutlery, utensils, plastic goods, kerosene Looker, bucket, glass
and ceramic articles, Paint, metal net and nail, sanitary
Tittings etcs, General provision stores (roys, bangles, toilet
kit), medicine, umbrella stores, book stores, tea, paper, sugar
and salt etc. Apart from these theve are about 7 warenouses
(Arot) in the vegetable market, and 1n new market arsa, sS&_veral

number of commission agents operate business privatety.
Retail Trade :

Table ba.l shionws ditTrerent tvypes oT SNOPE 1Ng
establishments (wholesale and retail) which are distinct Trom
those of the outer areas.

It is an established Tact that the UBD represents the
retail heart ofF every city. It should be mentioneg [ere Nat

probably the first two nuclel Raja bazar and Fateaii1 bazar were

formed with some sort of business activities i1n the (bm of pogra.
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e 6.1 Bogra Town : Major
and Other
Totair (Outside
CBA.
Grocery 778 EYeie]
Food stuff, Fruits,
galamal (eqg. oilcake)’ 230 145
Cloth/Garments/thread etc 49 138+
Variety stores/General
stores 312 793
Utensil/Cutlery R0 15
Hardware 101 =1
Medicine 310 kaY
Footwear/Leather products o8 3
Books/Statiaonary 75 7
Jewellery 1 &0 L
Electrical & Electronic
goods/Watch, spects 200 42
Cosmetics and Others
(eg. toys) 264 30
Bakery Products 138 33
FPhoto studios/Video club &0 ae
Construction Materials 277 cod
Restaurant/Lodge
(including tea stalls,
drinks etc.) SUU lou
Pan/Bidi shops 172
Mattress/FPillow etec, 26
Umbrella lo
Godown/Arct a7 e
Commission Agents/0Others 85 “+7
Barbar shaop Se 49
Laundry 47 “0
Tailor 193 55
Repair shops cue ia47
Engineering workshop/s
Motor garage
vulcanising 3eU cBe
Scrap Iron (Bnangari) Liv Su
Printing Press o3 “4U
Banks 37 g
Furniture : a. wooden ict loa
b. steel “+7 “HU
Others 45U Jiv
ce Field work and rHunicipal oftice,

Sour
Note

: 133 second hand cloth or

small cloth stores.
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These twin centres comprise of vegetable markets, groceries

(48.5%%), fTish and vegetable godown (353%) food stufT sStores &Tc.

Market wise establishments are depicted in Tabie &.%
from where spatial association of shopping activities will pe
understood, New market and adjacent areas are largely devoreg o
convenience goods and others like cloth (78.74%4), Cosm2tics
(B8.s64%), shoes \F2.65%), electrical and electronics (774,

medicines (70.%7%), jewelleries (75%7, utensils (83.33%).

Talukder market and adjacent area are devoted To DOOKS
and stationary materials holding about «+3 SLOras, e
satablisnments of cotton based goods (mattress, Filiow etc.: are
localised along railway line, and aiso vegetanle and Trdil®

sellers who operate their business.

A well organised super market (Nawab nltat rAli  sdper
market, 100 shops {plate 7 Jand a small municipai marketc
(Saptopodi-about 35 shops, Fi1g &.la) Hfave nean recentiy

constructed.

It should be mentioned here that all the goog quaiity

restadrants and also hotelss lodges are located 1n tne Lhh, (here

are about 0 hotels and restaurants excluging number o7t tea-
stalls. HNawabbari: roag 1s Tamods Tor yoghurt wnich nas a wide

market all over Bangladesh.
Service Establishments and Others :

There are about 15 banks and numper OT business Tirms,

courier SErvices, transpart agenciles, oftices ot private
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arganisatians, printing press (Jd.4&%) ang so on.

There are about 130 (71,8047 adress marBra (MAIy
new market area/lst floor), 1l barbar shops, 99 (d7.&6%; vepair

sdrvices (radio, T.V., watch, etc.;. Out of six cinema houses 1in

the town Tive of them are located in the (CBA.
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: Other Nucleated Commercial Centres @

There is no other nucleated commercial centre 1n the
town comparable to the CBA. OUn the other hand Commercial sStrests

pertorm significant commercial activities i1n their own way.

Regular shopping trips from the households Tor goods

and personal services fTocus upon 3 levels o nucleatea snopping

i
ju

centre, in addition to ubiquitous i1s0tated general store

graceries in which these levels lie below that ot the LbaA.

in reality, we opserve that as spatiai  Tunctional
arrengements, nucleated; centres are iocatea cCcenratly wiltn
FRERBCE TR WNElF  S8rvI1ICE arfas, Herry (13974 EHaAriTIBE BOAT
distance from any centre to centres of similar 1s & Tunction oOTF
the orientation and quality oT transport Tacilities and o7 tne
density of distrabution of purchasing power. s such, where
purchasing power per unit area 18 relatively great, centres are
closely spaced, as within the continuously builit up areas of
cities. In another case, when purcnasing POWer 1S MoOre sparsely

distributed, centres are more widely spaced, a5 Touna 1N suburoan

areas. The pattern continues 1nto the open country si10e, wnere

nuc leated centres constitute the central places.

It should be noted that in bagra all the anucieasted

commercial centres are primarily concerned wiith vegetabie, Tisn
and meat markets, groceries and general stores. Home restaurants

and light manufacturing 1NAUstries also exlt.

Table &.2 shows the number of establisnments. cLacation
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aof these centres are mentioned 1n Fig b.leanad alsa 1n Fig &.tb.

(a) Community Shopping Centres:-—

These are the centres where the neighbournhoods are
provided with freguently consumed goods, but these centres cannot
Tulfil all the services. that the CBA can. 1t 1s observed that
their service extends beyond municipal limit(Fig bzZfhprovides tne
market great degree of accessibility. Along with dailly
necessities some other establishments and professionals services
like barbars, tallors, blacksmith, yepairing, doctors,
protostudios, rice ang Tlour mills etc. are perTorming thelr
services (Table o.2). In this group, ail the centres nave dally

bazar (vegetable, fish, fruits etc./.

*

Amongst the centres, kKalitolahat and Matiagaliinat nave
traditionally weeskly hnat (bDi—-weekly oDa&z2ar/ wnNich provide smuen
shopping scaope Tor the people., Peripheral viilages are much more
benifited from the Matidali bazar due to 1ts locatican 1 the
northern extremity whereas the location of Kalitola hat 1n  the

main town provides considerable services to tne surrounding area.

Other 1mportant centres are Bahkshirhat i1n talotinagar,
Khander bazar 1n Natore road-Carmichael road intersection, Lolony
bazayr along Dhaka Reoad. Another important shopping centre 1s

Bonani bazar adjiacent to the soutnern limit of the municipaiilty.

thi Neighbournood Shopping Centres:-

It refers to the convenience gonds Tor the local people

and their functions depend upon the neilghbourhood. in Bogra,



195

these centres have been developed beside main roads or 1n  roaa
Junctions, examples are Fulpbar: coliege market, Namajgar Mar,
Chelopara bridge market. For the convenience of the local peopie,
vegetable markets are located 1n the Fulbari and Namaygar markset

areas. Some Teeder roads meet these centres.
(C) Isolated store cluster:—

There are number of this type of shopping centres
mainly at road 1ntersections. These are the smaliest order
centres of the central place hieraré}. These centres comprise
saome grocery shops, pan shops, small restaurants and general
stores. The location of centres may be mentioned as Jjaleswaritala

kalimandir area, Fulbari-Bottola, Nisindera-mlilsanar ML
Famargari-rail-crossing, ANDTher cluster 18 nEar the  Nuran:

Biscuit Factory. Near raliway station, a cluster 18 coming up

with the provision for sale oTf vegetables.

Business Streets:

Commercial streets, which Tollow the growtn o7 the
town, along the main roads, also pertorm special andg 51gp1f1cant
functions. The establishments, Torming a vribbon pattern, are
specilalised 1n goods or comprise of a mixture oFf establisnements

(Table &6.2).

In Bogra, business streets starting Trom the Lbr show

the mliged Tarm oF commercial 1and JdE8 and are almost S1iMmilar 1

nature Fig a.lb In some cases only dlssimiiarities arise.
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Comforming to the classitTication of business activities
along the urban ribbon as given by Berry (195%), tne commercial
activity in the ribbon of Bogra may be classified 1n:}o grfferent

categories,
(i) Highway Oriented Facilities :

Caommercial Tunctions along the nighway may be groupeag
into

ta) automobile service area,

(b) Space consuming service area.

Tne nighway-orientea facilities are sither locatea with
resgect to a set df demands put not associated with aemands Tar
nucleated shopping Tacilities. As a matter ov Tacrt. they are such
nusiness fypes which reguire large and expansive 851te and caady
access. It 1s observed i1n Bogra that 1t evokes a set oT demanos
for fi1lling stations, for restaurant Tacilities, Tor moiei, Tor
garage and workshops, etc. owing to traTtrtic TiOow. KAt tne sametime
sale of auto accessories, furniture, appiiances etc, -are other

functions alongwith lumberyard, warehouse.

Practically all tne regional roads perTorm  Nighway

ariented Tunctions. The most 1mportant road  1.8.  Uhaka-hangpar

Jt]

road significantly occupiles greater portion oT DUSINES
establishments throughout 1ts  length. ihe varieties oT
establishments mentioned above took place according to the asgres
of traffic flow. As new rocaas come up, there 1s a tenagency oT
commercilal establishments to shift to places o7 much trartTic

flow. Therefore, 1t 1s observed that i1n some cases, 1mportance oT
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some functions has diminished. On  the other hand, recently
constructed by-pass  international route beyond the western
margin of the town limit 18 also i1ncreasingly puliing highway
commercial services. All the trucks ano some buses Tor i1nter

district services ply on this route.

Finally, it is to note that as distance 1ncreases, the
concentration of different types of establishments decrease

giving place to mainly service type oTf establishments.
(1i) Specialised Business Streets:

There are some roads which carry on some special types
of business activities besides common commercial Tunctions. in
this category the most important business sireet 18  baragola—
Santahar road, where similar type oT establishmente have peen
linea up over a longer periog like shops oF cement,., 1ron  rod,
C.I1. sheets, Tube-wells, Molasses, Oi1lcake, Bitumen, rulses etc.
There are number of banks locatedg along this rpag. This Street

has a monopoly in business.

another important roag 1s station road which 1s  short

in length. Most of the estabplishments are o7 machine and

automobile parts due to proximity of Transport terminais.

Natore road 18 speclalised 1n 11ht  sngineering and

associated functions, pump set, tractors etc.
(1i1 Arterial close to Mucleated Lommerclal WENLIEa,

Some of the roads like variakanal road, whanganpaisha
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road, Dhaka road (Sherpur road) and Badortola road which start
from CBA show different types of commercial lanc uses. lhe
establishments may be mentioned as General stores, Pansbidl
shops. restaurants, stationaries, megicine stores, phHoto Stua10s,
printing press, L.P. Gas selling shops, bDarngr shops. Cycie
repérlngg furniture mart etc,  These types or establishments along
these ropad are also found in the proxaimity of otner nucleated

commercial centres.

(1v) Skid—-Row 12

According to Berry (1959 “Skig-row” 1s Touno Deslges
the main vroads near CBD in large cities. It 1s characliecisedg Oy
the concentration of bars and missions. second—hang stores, Tiop
house hotels etc. skid-row frequently nas an arteriail location

in the low-rent “zone of discara“.

in Bogra, this type oT skid-row Tormation 1s opservea
on low rented railway land 1n between rairiway station ana Dus
terminal namely roritola hawker's market (Fi1g &.1). There are
about 133 second hand and low cost reagy maage cioth stores  1n

this market. Some low quality restaurants and pan sNops are also

located = .
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SOME OTHER COMPONENTS INVOLVED 1IN THE SHOPPING AGCILIVITIES
Service Areas of Vegetable Markets and Bhaops of Ualiy
Necessities: ‘

Fig.6.2¢ shows the location of market, vegetabie
markets, other shcpﬁ%centres and theilr approximate service areas.
The consumers' shopping trips in connection with range oT goods,
aorder of goods and thHresnold are accentdated. From every Mmarket
&t to 100 customers were interviewed to know their piacgs ot
residence. Here 1tems of daily necessities like vegetables ang
groceries are considered. It has already pbeen pointed out tTnat
the nucleated commercial centres are located ideally with unigue
accessibility supported by raoial and gria roaa pattern. in
consonence with Berry's 11967:11) work, we can snow tne
centrality desire fines that connect the origin and destination
of trips by the residents of urban and ougzgxlrts~vxllages T ar
shopping purposes of daily necessities. Here, one can observe the
increasing length of the trip towards bigger market oCenwrs
(Fig.6.3) due to the availability ot expected goods. ine lLower
order market centres serve their surrounding areas according e
the order of goods avallable. The traage areas of tnese iower
order centres are nested within the area ssrved by the nigner
AraEr Cenkres. The areal sxtent over wWhich a communlty ar aws , ltg
consumer relates to the economic reacn of that centre. CExCept
CENTFrAl marker tAa)a pazar & Fareh Al pbatar, oun to Yus customers
came to the nearest market as depicted in Fi1g.6.%Q. 1he trave:
behaviour of consumers 1nterrogated 1n the central marset. Dring

out some interesting Tacts about tne clientele. the centrai
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RAr+8T Oraws MAavimum numper of consumars Trom lem. radius  auring
the morning hours. In the evening atrer working hours, pecple
cameg to purchase articles. Since the central market flocatea in
the CBA, caters to all kinds of customers and provides all kinds
of goods, other than vegetables and Tisnh, grocery, peopie who
came to this area find 1t advantageous to buy 1t on their Trips

to the CBA and thus save one trip to the neighbournood snops.

Small traders of the nelighbournood commercial
establishments purchase certain commodities and vegetables 1n

bulk from the central market, to sell in their shops outside CBHA.

Uther centres 1n the margln of the town lxm§t namely
Colonybazar, Malotinagar bazar‘(Baksher nats, Matidalil bazar have
a clientele from the surrounding rural areas. Un the otherhanag R
Fulbari bazar, Namajgar bazar, ralitoia hart, Rallway statian
bazar and khander bazar solely serves customers arawn Trom the

adjacent areas.

From the empirical obssrvations made and aiso Tvom the
analysis of data, it may be rightly said thnat ungeriying ne
movement of population Tor shopping the principle  oT least
distance efforts is 1n operation. secondly, there 1S a wel.
organised arrangement of the above mentioned commerciat Tunctions

giving rise to a hierarchy oT Tunctions .

Spatial Interaction and Mode of lIravel.

To understand the spatial IMteraction oetwasn thne

place of residence and the place oT work, numper 0T peopie who
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are engaged 1n business and who have a reqular and definite dally
movements, were inteviewed. &,133 owners and employees belonging
to different commercial and service establishments i1n ditterent
areas were interviewed through questionailres. Table 6.3 shows the
different modes of transport used by the people. From the
table..&4 1t is oabserved that rickshaw forms main mode ot

transport in the CBA. This confirms that people travel Trom

aiatant areas pi1ther Trom ThHe Town OV QuWIs108. Wther 1mportant

m

personal moge of transport i1.e, PMotor-cycle and Dili-cyole i
worth- mentioning. Fersons possessing motor cycles beiong tTo  tne
wealthyclass where as those possessing cycles are also considerea
to be economically sound. About &0% of the peoplie working 1n  LBA
use rickshaw or possess bi—cycles indicating more or less thneir
sound economic  background . ThereTtore, the table shows &7nh
rickshaw and 37% bi—cycle users 1n the CBA. In the bame way more
than 60% peopie use bus and other: conveyance as mode o7

transport.

On the other hand . 1n the DUSINESS thoroughrare or
other nucleated business centres, nigner percentage ol peopte

walk down to their place of work. Which 1S 16 CIiOSE RroxlmiTy o

tnelsr residence. Ricksnaws are largely used Dy tne persons
engagec I1n husiness Tiyrms along the Dhnaka-mangpur roaa ang Natore
road .

aEas owners aT pusiness establishments wegre
imterviewad to  know the nature of growtn (Table.c.d) 18 E=lygls]

that the CBA dominates over all other commercial centres though

there has been a growth of commercial establishments cutsige the
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CBA. This growth actually coincides with the growth o7t the

population and the spread of the town.

Table 6 2 Mode of transport & growth of Business Egtablishments.

Commercial Are Mode of Transpnrt TNo. nf Ouners
ommercial Areas started business
Cx
=7 0F - g 8
4 O el ] ()] P~ ] [] ]
L M2 i o CridCO o o —
GBS RGh 7 88 L8 g SEsShE 8 & 008
= N oz _ome _®o M Czoo St o o o
1. Rajabazar Area ' 637! 188' 288’ 118' 25' 18' | 10' 37' 92' 232
2. Fatteh All Bazar
Area 737 204 371 112 25 25 (44 68 116 218
3. New Market Area 1260 362 614 179 74 23 19 7€ 169 307
4, Tglukdar Market 424 108 208 7€ 26 6 (12 37 46 99
5. Saptopodi Market 70 37 19 6 8 2 8 3 17 39
€. Nawab 4, A1l
Super Market 85 35 104 18 19 2 - - - 109
TOTAL 3313 941 1604 502 177 84 | 93 211 440 1004
Nther Areas
7. Koritnla Hawkers
Market 251 142 74 27 8 - 1 14 113
8. Chak-Badurtola 17€ 101 57 12 2 4 - 7 21 57
9. Hangpur Rrad
(part) 494 272 147 37 20 18 6 23 56 100
10. Rangpur Rrad
(from Fulbari) 123 106 5 9 3 - 3 18 3N 44
11. Santahar Rnrad 283 136 82 4} 15 9 7 23 50 61
12, Cheln~para-Chan- ‘
danbaisha Road 102 659 22 14 7 - 2 5 15 32
13. 0ld-Dinajpur Koad 66 61 4 1 - - - 2 1o 37
14. Sherpur Road 298 145 89 65 ° b 4 4 10 29 91
15. Gohall Rnad 723 278 247 153 34 10 5 21 58 1458
16. Chelnpara-
Gabtnli Koad 212 142 35 26 6 3 2 10 26 RE
17. Bakshir hat 112 70 30 10 2 - 5 12 30 )
TOTAL 2840 1512 792 385 102 49 | 34 132 336 774
GRAND TOTAL 6153 2453 2396 894 279 131 [119 343 776 i?éé-
% of C.B.A. 54 338 67 657 63 63|78 € 55 56

Smurce : Field Work
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Persons Engaged in Caommercial Activities

In oroer to study the human interaction between Bogra
and 1its surroundings, a personal survey was conducted. 1438 out
ot  the total emplOyees were taken -as a sample Tor tne stuay
emphasising on the place of residence a7 wNe empiavB8s Migratnea
or‘ originated from difTerent direction to Bogra ana the

attraction of the commercial activities of Bogra.

Of the total samples, it has Tound 5l% originatea Trom
Bogra district and 492% Trom other districts witnin Bogra district
9.81% employees have come Trom Gabtoii, %Y.oun resicgents of bogra

itself and 7.30%4 from sariakandil (7.3uni.,

10.834 of the employees 1n commercilal activities are
found to have ariginatea from Dhakd of which a large  number
B businessmén started trading 1n old ciothes 1in
Bogra town. Now they have switched over to sale of new readyméde
clothes., 4&4%% person 1.e. (4.11%) hag migratea Tvrom the renote

district of Noakhali, where adverse pny51cal envirnment . 1s

unattractive to the population.

Except Natore the contribution of the surrounding
gigtrictse is moderate Rangpur, 5irajgany) ana Habna also share

significant portion.

However Trom the table 1t 1s eviagent that bogra’'s
commercial activities attract the enigeprensurs Trom the
surrounding and also distant areas. More over, the opportunities

of employment in Bogra are more & varied.



Persans

Table o.4

Upazilas

1. Sariakangi

2. Gabtol:

3. Sonatola

4. Dhunut
3. Shibgony

6. Kahaloo

7. Nandigram

8. Sherpur

9. Dupchanchia

10.8damgighl

ii.Bagratpropsi!

Total
Grand Total

Engaged

FPersons

in Commercial

No.of people

105 7.30
42 2.87
75 5.ee
3¢ 2.09
73 5.08

o2 4,31
ce  1.53
38 &.e3
29 2.08
31 2.1

793 Hl.80
739 + g%

Source : Field work.

Activities.

Engaged i1n Business

Firms,

Coming

Ditrerent wWreas.

Districts

1.Joypurhnat
c.Naocgaon
S.5irajgony
<4 .Baibandna
S.Natore
o.Pabna
7 .Rangpur
g.Rajanaht
9.Dinagpur
lu.Tangal
il bnaka
i2.pMoaknail
l3.Bari1sal

dthers

GU

4}

of

~i

v

i1

77

baT

=14

No.or people

)

1 elim
FRI -t
L
V.o
5.35

49 .00
l QQ'{'
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Lommercial Establishments i1n Selected Towns :

Bogra town 15 compared with Tour old districyt
headquarters in terms of commercial establishments ot all
categories. Table 6.5 shows the number of establishments ,
establishment per 10,000 people and the composite index ». From
the Table 6.5 we may compare each item of every tawn as well as
the composite index of all i1tems together i1n every ogistricts,
which offers a clear picture of the business status of ttne

district.

In most of the cases, Hogra shows 1eaging position
followed by divisional headquarter Rajsnani. From the analilvsis
Bogra reveals highest composite value (gau) Tollowed by Rajyshanhi
( 694 ). However, from this study, we unaerstand the
potentiality of Bogra town in trage ana commerce ang 1ts (bBogra;

position 1n comparision to others.

* To show the potentiality of business Tunction the
calculated data (Tablel(.8) may pbe combine and a composite 1ndex
obtained by using the Tollowing Tormula statea by singh  Ui%7)

pos

t14) and singh (1982 167

-

C.1 = HIx100 + H2xlUU +....+ HOx1QU
sHI s HE s Hn

Whnere C.1 16 composite index, Hl, He up to HnN are the
fiQHFEﬁ GRIAINEI Tram SEANAATAIZING ThHE nUmbhEr OT Sstablisnment

in different cirties.
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In ecancldsion, Tram the study 1T 1s evident tnat the
root of present state of commercial development goes back to  the
early days of British occupance anag little development took piace
in the later half of the 192th century. After Fartition (1947
commercial adctivities grew Taster but since Liberation ttne
development 1n all sphere of commercial activities has opeen more
rapid. However the development of trade ang conmmerce Shows a
great co-velation with the transpart develiopment m Ly se

different periods: British , Pakistan anag Banglaoesh

Increasing 1inNkages wWwith the surrodnding region ade o
transport development , new modes of production rechnology .
rapid urbanisation etc. ensure Bogra's spurt 1n the commercial
activities, high density of population in the surrounding regilon
AnAd  consideranle socio-economic development provide a large
clientele. Some special types of 1tems like agricuitural
machineries, electronic goods, motor vehicles etc. SE8rve distant

areas .

When we observe the layout ana distribuzion or
commercial activities, we find that CBn and i1ts adjacent areas

possess the majority of important establishment except those of

construction materials and auto servicing .

The CBA of Bogra 1s by Tar the most concentrated centre
of employment and is the major focus i1n the systems o7 intra-city
ang inter—-city transportation with which other types oT iland uses

are closely related. Here, most of the central piace Tunctions
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are iocalised . It 15 the most accessible part to the entire civy

poé;iatzong as well as to the surrounding region  vali ransport
termiﬁals are close to CSA; where a marked concentration o7
shopping goods stores serve a substantial pyopartian ot  whe
commé&xty wants of the people. 1t 1is obsérved that never tne less

the growth of out lying business areas has not reduced the role

of CBA according to the functions that 1t serves.

In ‘Bcara,. all tne nucleated commercial centres are
characterized by vege%able market , grocery shops , LOw quality
resfauranté, some prafessional 's offices etc. Un tne othner nand
all the impartant roads 1.8, regional  roags  enjoy unique

accessibility "and hold some common and special types of store .

Arterial close to CBr perrorme mixed commercilal activities.

With the shifting of the bus route there 1s a snift 1n
passenger flow, therepby declining the i1mportance o7 high way

oriented Tunctions, along those roads.
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DEVEL OPMENT OF BANKING SERVICES

The urban and regional development considerably depends
on  the growth angd interplay of various sectors oT economy 1n
which banking is the daminant indicator. Theretore, AT
examination of growth of banks, advances and deposits oTrters an
insight into the process and pattern of economic growth as well
as economic development. In this context an attempt 1s made to
analyse the prevailing situation 1n  HSogra town and bBogra
gistyict, and to compare Bogra with other selecteag aistrict
headquarters. In the Appendix some regional panking services are

given.

As a matter of fact Bogra 13 endowed with L(Ong history oT
prosperity in banking activities. In the british period, panking
s2Ctor was developed by private ownership and urban centres wers
the place of activity. After the Partition i1t oegan to spreaa 1T
business and administrative centres all over the region in a more
organised way, and after the Liberation (1971 1t has widely
digtributed. Bogra town and the district had consiaerabiy
developed 1n this activity since 1900s. Roy (1709, observes that
"1t can be undoubtedly believed that all types of banks
functioning i1n the area, rendered a remarkabie rale 1n the
development of industrial, commercial amg agricultural sectors of
Bogra, which was the sole inspiration of tne people to stand on

their own feet."

Note: H.K.Dutta Roy was the Agent of United Banxk of lndia, bogra
Branch.
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Growth of Hanking Sector

Bogra town:

The only central co-operative Bank Ltag. which 1§ 4&T11.
functioning was established i1n (214 at bogra py the sincerest
effort of Khan—Bahaaoor Ibranim to save the poor TArmeErs ana PETTy
businessmen from the grip of 'Ptonajans' (money lenders. #t that
time 37 wvillage banks were oTfTiciated under this bank and tne
number rose to 28B4 in 1987. ulnder these banks, there are Severail
societies. It 15 mentioned i1n Bogra gazetteer (197Y:le7—loty) that
during the time of partition three schneduled banks, namely the
Bengal Central Bank Ltd., the calcutta Commercial Hank Ltd. ana
the Pioneer Bank Ltd., each had a brancn at pogra in addition to
four naon-scheduled banks (5 were 1n other piraces;. #HiL  there
banks went into liquidation during tne period 19851-9% ang soonér
two scheduled banks opened their opranches. wcater on the
district/town saw a brisk period of banking Traom L7ou—" ju, ntats
Bank of fakistan (1964, ang Banglaoesh Shilpa Bane Lizac iwere
established for the 18th time 1n the Northern Region. loreover L«
banks were established (21 1n other places/. Rt present, total

number of all types of banks are 37 at tne TowWn.

Note: This information was collected from a report written by #.
Majid, central Co-operative Bank Ltd. Bogra.



Bogra Region

According the Bogra gazetteer L1Y79. le7-edr) there
were some private banks in diTferent places of tne district
before partition but they coudid not Tunction Tar a (onger period.
During the time of partition time Tive non—-scneduled oanks wars
serving the region (excluding Bogra town) and Tinally want INnTo
ligquidation during the period 1951-39. Then gradually scneduleao
Danks began to be established. Upto 1972, thnere were cl Dranches
in the region {(excluding Bogra town: which increased o 1534 upto

1988.

¥ Ff'gé,.é'..’,% Of‘g’ b
Table. .S .6, shows the cumulative growtn oOT banking

sector from 19391 to 1987. The number oTf oranches within tne
periods of upto 1951, 1952-60l, 196&—74, lv79-uwl and lvyBes—w7 are
2,7,44,143 and 1846 respectively 1n which total cumdlative Tigures
indicates 186. It 15 1nteresting to note that out orv lge panks
Bogra district possesses 142 banks and the rest are 1n  Joypurhat
district. The rapid growth startec after 190l ang 1ndeed ttne
explosion of banking sector 1s noticed 1n  tne period 1975~

being 99 (total 149).

Tabe®..&'b. - highlights the banking growtn 1n selectea
upazilas. Bogra and Joyp;rhat are district nead quaters 1n their
respective Upazilas. At the same time Sherpur also 15 an  ola
town. TherefTore, these Upazilas are holding large rdmber of bDanks
including Adamdighi Upazila where Santanar raillway Junction is
si1tuated. Bogra being the biggest and unparallel town 11n tne

region shows all along i1ncrease 1n the number of banks.
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BANKING SECTOR IN SELECTED UPAZILAS 8 BOGRA OISTRICT

(1951-87)
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Tablee65rawth AT Banking Sector anA AEEess1nillty ar bkanking

Services to the People i1n Selected Upazilas-upto 1787,
(Figures cumulative.)

T T RN ENRRNIDEESREEREES =

Name of the upto per 1952— per 1962- per 1973- per i7bc— per
Upazilas 1951 lakh ol takh 74 lakh 81 lakh 87 iakn
pop. pop. ROP . pPOP . pop.
bogra 2 E¢17 7,7 3.0 lea 4.782 be  lol.de &4 leain
Adamdigh: -~ - 4 3,74 o oL lu A
Sherpur - - 3 2.3 7 4.Ub B gdeFu
Sariakand: - - 2 u.9% P’ 2.84 © il
Joypurhat - - 4 £.50 ju S5.13 i= 6.8
Kethlal - - 1 i.18 5 4.98 7 0. l4
Bogra Dist. a2 0.16 7 0.44 44 1.92 143 bH.24 186 ODvé64
(Total)

Data Computed :

Source : District Bazetteer,Bogra,l197%; Respective bank ofTices
Population Tigure from Distraict popum:Elon Ccensus
1951-81, For 1987 population figure 1s calculated.

Note : Mast of the banks are located it and  arocung the

Te understand the signivicance o panking Service 1in
relation to population, number of banks per [,uu,Uuu population
1s calculated (Table. £:¢.¥1g33b /. &s Tar as availapbility oT

banking services to the pecople 1s concerned Bogra Upazila snhnows

the highest figure in aill the periods.

[t may be concluded from the above reverred Table g,
that Upazilas with important uroan centres and, oOr Upazillas whicn
are soclo-sEconomlcally adeveloped, show higher and Taster growth

of banking services.
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fomparative gtudy of Banking Servaces : Five 0id District
Headquarters.,

In this study Bogra town 1s compared with other
selected towns in terms of number of banks as well as panks per

lakh population.

Table. k¥ exhibits number oF banks and banks per i1akh
population Bogra is leading with o.46 Tollowed by Dinajpur
(£26.00). Rajyshahi and Pabna are closer to each other, ana kangpur

is in the lowest position.

The selection of Bogra Tor Banking activity by the
private sector since 1983-84 1tself bears testimcdny to  the
BoOnNOmic  mportance of the town., Most o7 the private . bankers
opened their first or second branches in the Nortnern Region at
Bogra. It 18 true that private sector i1nvariably seeks the most
favaourable site for business gperation to gain optimum result.

Due to increasing industrial activity government openea Tirst

Granch of Shiipa pank in the Nortnern Region 8t hogra 10 L7ad.
Bimilarly Ist oranch of state Bank oTf FaklsTtan 1niow  sangiaassn
bank)? was established 1n 1904 Dy government To Serve the entire

Northern Region. In Tabple.b’$all the private opanmks and other
special types of banks are mantionNg8ad ang Jgiven rank accoraing ITo

their date of establishment. The Tinal conclusion arriveag at Trom

this exercise also projects Bogra as the most i1mportiant centre in

the Northern region.

Money Transaction:

Table.t'd gives the inTormation ot average per capilita



advances and deposits for the selected towns and according o

that rank is given Subseqguently 19628 a shows comparative
picture 1n relation to advances and deposS1ite and more  clearly

fig.ﬁﬂ%ortrays the relative position oT the towns.

More investment through advances from banks refers to
movre developmental activities like business, 1nNAUsEtriles,
agricultural enterprises etc. On the other hand, 1n case OoT more

deposit it also indicates more income and economic strength ot a

town.

Hence, from the analysis Bogra shows exceedingliy higher
position as regards per capita advances (Tk. 273 ana per capita
ceposits (Tk.4203). Rangpur ranks second in pErY  cCaplta advance

(Tk. 14100, while Dinajpur ranks énd in  per capita oeposit

(Tk.3089).

Table 6.7 Number of Banke in Municipal Areas : 5-D1stricts H.ws.

SO st

MYNIEIRaLIEIES NQ.67 Bank Popuiarion bansstakn napukatiun—
Branches

Bogra as Guasl Ba.em

Rajshahi 41 1716u0 c3.89

Dinajpur 23 Ga34d 26U

Rangpur 33 155%64 cl.ie

Pabna 26 109065 o3 .84

Data Computed

Sources District statistics, 1983, (Respective Districtss.
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Table &.8 Ranking of Banks.

Specialised Private Banks
Banks
District Bangla Shilpa A.B I.F.I.C U.C.B City lslaml Natio b.L.1
H.Qs. desh Bank Bank Bank Bank Bank nal
Bank bBank
(A)
Bogra 1 1 1 e 1 “ i 3 i
Rajshahi & 2 1 % =] 3 1 -
Rangpur 3 5 5 A " o _
Dinajpur 4 o4 3 - - - -
Fabna 3 - - i = - -
iotas
noores
(B)
Bogra 5 5 5 “t 3 ] 3 2. 5 3%
Rajshahi 4 4 - 5 =4 4 3 3 - =)
Rangpur - 3 - 3 1 3 c 4 - le
Dinajpur - 2 - 2 3 - - - - o7
Pabna - 1 - - - 5 o - - v

R R R R R R S S R RSN N S N NN N RN R R N N N S I S T S NN N TSR NNR S S SRREmT ST nRmmmm =

Source : Data collected from Respective Hank.l198H

Note : Value 1is given according to the time opening of
branches i.e. Firat=3, second=4, Tnira=a, Faurth=e¢ ana FiTwn=}
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Table- 6.9 Bank Advances and Deposits of selecteo S-District

Head quarters according to vVolume OT  iransactionulilsiso
to 1980)
Advances Deposits
District H.G@s. Total percapita kank Total Fercapita Rank
Advances Advances veposits Deposits
tThk in tin Takay Tk 1 tin Thi
Million Millian:
Bogra ieee.s 2732 1 19u3.6 4253 i
Rajshahi igie.2 %9 3 3cee7.8 cobl 3
Rangpur 1874 ,97 141 &2 1718.48 17l a
Dinajpur 055.9 1034 4 1940.9 Judv c
Pabna 843.6 1231 3 1921.1 =3=1=1V] o

I T S T i M s s o S S o ot S o ST e B B A 2 e i o S S il A e T e Sk b S T e e S S e S S i P S A S S S S L o St o g S S S o e

Data Compiled
Source : Statistical year Book, 1%8U:384
*Note: Excluding 1979.

it may ne endprsen LhAaT Thers has gEen a raplo  growin
i banking activities throughout the district ana  Tawn itaelT.
Income from agriclltural development and 1ncrEasing  1nNdustrlal-

commercial activities ensure the panklng activilties mOrg and mare

prospective and purposeful Tuture.

The impact of urbanisation and people’'s awareness 1to

banking facilities and advantages and their 1nvolvement are

responsible for the uplift of socio—economic condiTions 1n the

recent past.



