CONTENTS

Acknowledgement : ' i-iv
Glossary and Abbreviation v-xiii
Snapshot of the Calcutta Red-light Areas
Introduction 1-22
1. Prostitution in Calcutta: Historical Background 23102
, 1.1. Veshya: The Capitalist Product of British Colonialism 24-28
1.2. Prostitute and Her Bengali Clientele 28-47
1.3. Prostitutes: Their Songs, Sayings and Expressions 4769
1.4 Prostitutes and The Role of Bengali Bhadralok Community, British Administrators
and Christian Missionaries 69-85

1.5. Legislative Measures In Relation To The Prostitutes Under the Colonial Regime 85-102

2. Empirical Reality 103-249

2.1. Topography of Calcutta Red-light Areas 103-138
2.2. Demography of Calcutta Red-light Areas 139-174
2.3. Dynamics of the Operation System ‘ 175-248
2.3.1.Shopkeepers . 175
2.3.2.Money Lenders 175-182
2.3.3. Bariwallis/Brothel Keepers 182-212
2.3.4.Role of Pimps 212-215
2.3.5.Babu/Client . 215
2.3.6.Role of Anti Socials or Hoodlums 215-247
2.3.7.Businessmen 247-249
3. Prostitutes and Clients 250-346
3.1. Introduction 250
3.2. Class Structure of the Clientele of Prostitutes 250-261
3.3. Authority and Control 261-289
3.4. Nature of Sexual Infimacy 289-302
3.5. Love Relationships and Expectations: Desire and Desolation 303-317
3.6. Babus As the Sensitive Partners 317-322
3.7. Crime and Clients as well as their Vulnerabilities in the
Red-light Areas 322-329
3.8. Babus and their Diseases 320-338
3.9. Interconnection between the Children and Babus : 338-345
3.10. Regulation of Prostitutes and Clientele: Role of other elements - 345

3.11. Saathi Sangathan 345-346



4. Self Perceptions and the Culture of Prostitutes

4.1.
4.2.
43.

44.
4.3.
48.
47.
4.8.
49.
4.10.
4.11.
4.12.
4.13.
4.14.
4.15.
4.16.
4.17.

4.18.
4.19.
- 420,

Brothel World

Class Structure of the Prostitutes

Socialization of Prostitution: The Initiation into the Profession of
Prostitution

The Changing Values

Use of Fake Identities

Customary Practices in the Brothel World

Art of Making Money

The Best time & Season to Work

Living Conditions of the Prostitutes

Superstitions

Aim

Old Age

The Savings Habits of Prostitutes

Sex-workers In the Projects and Movements

Self-Regulatory Board: Sex-workers’ Fight against Trafficking.
Religious Practices in the Brothel World

The Inter-relationship Between the Prostitutes and the Bariwallis/
Brothel Keepers

Condition of the Children of Prostitutes in the Brothel World
Social Responsibiliies of the Prostitutes

Self-perception of the Prostitutes

Conclusion

Bibliography

Appendices

Appendix |: Vocabulary used in the Calcutta Red-light Areas

Appendix Il: An overview of the Activities Undertaken by Durbar: A
Conglomerate of Sex workers’ Organisation

Appendix lIl: Organogram of Durbar

347-526

347
347-350

350-354
355-356
356-358
358-361
361-364
364-368
369-395
395-405
405-407
407-412
412-420
421-425
425-431
431-449

450
450-496

496-512
512-526

527-538
539-553

554-580
564-578

579
580



