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"Life without thankfulness is devoid of love and passion.

* Hope without thankfulness is lacking in fine perception.
Faith without thankfulness lacks strength and fortitude.
Every virtue divorced from thankfulness is maimed and

limps along the spiritual road."
-John Henry Jowett

This thesis is the end of my journey in obtaining Ph.D degree and the commencement
towards the path leading to my ultimate aim. During this journey, I fiave not
. travelled in a vacuum. There are some peo?[e who made this journey easier with
words of encouragement and more intellectually satisfying 6y offering the way to
| ‘expand my -ideas. The help éf several indi’vid’ud[y who in one way or another
contributed and e;ctenaﬂe[ their valuable assistance in the preparation and
- completion of this study. At the end of my thesis, it is a pleasant task to express my
heartiest thanks to oll those who contributed in many ways to the success of this

study and made it an unforgettable experience of my life.

At the utmost, I am grateful to ubiquitous Almighty GOD for giving me the
strength to endure and countenance all cﬁalﬁnges coming through the way. He gave
me the .%trengtli to Reep standing and fope that I{eep& me believing that everything

 happens is only for the best. The thankfulness is for providing me this opportunity

- and granting me the inner capability to proceed successfully. |

Predominantly, a veryspecié[ expression of sincere gratitudé goes to my noble,
passionate, and unpretentz'ous guide, Dr. Kishore S. Rajput, who introduced me
to the fascinating world of fungi and’funga[ lignin biodegradation. He is a ravine of
Rnowledge and mountain of illuminative thoughts. His stimulating advice and,
unflinching courage and conviction. a[w_dys inspire me. The ability to combine
criiique with an immediate empathy and commitment towards students make his

personality intimate. I am grateful most of a[[for his confidence in me as well as his



rock steady and diligent guidance since graduation. He has been a pillar of strength
for me and the munificence that he fuas sfiown is a constant source of buoyancy and
adept counsel. His constant supervision and timely attention to my work,
comzlstentlj;found’ pearls among nry heaps of data. His vast Rnowledge and skill in
many areas he has for his tesearch is contagious and motivational for me, even
during tough times in the Ph.D. pursmt His perpetual energy and enthusiasm in
research, and constant oasis of i intensive ideas and ppassions in science exceptionally |
“motivate and enrich my growth as a student, a researcher and a scientist want to be.
He is a role model for me to follow unconsciousty. All in all, I feelvery privileged to
fave been allowed to get to Rnow and learn from him. I appreciate all fis
contributions of time, ideas, and funding to make my Ph.D. experience productive
and stimulating. T doubt that T will ever be able to convey my appreciation fully,
~ but I owe him my eieﬁia[ gmtitmﬁzl It was under his tutelage that I developed a
Sfocus amf became interested in researcli Furthermore, I just want to say with the
apprecmtzon and respect that;
“GuruleRa etuvanti guniki te[iyaga bodu”
“Without a GURY, no matter fiow virtuous a person may be, it is impossible to

-kRnow”.

I would liRe to acknowledge or. /’lruﬁ Arya, ®rofessor and ﬂbadj Department of
. Botany, The M. S. University of Baroda, for fiis valuable suggestions and criticism
which afways led me to cénquer my journey. I have great reverence and admiration
Sfor Dr. M. Deniel Professor, Department of Botany, The M.S. University of

Baroda, jbr fiis soundless support and all the ﬁgnita@ and erudite Sfaculties of

Department of Botany. The gmne{ gmtztuc[e would definitely goes to fDr Vinay
‘ Raole for being ﬁopeﬁt[ whenever the problems came across the way of this j ]oumey

I take this opportunity to sincere{y ac&now[ed:qe the OBT (Department of
Biotechinology), Government of India, New Delhi, for providing financial assistance



in the form of Research Fellowship which buttressed me to perform my work,
comfortably. |

The support of some very special individuals are warmly ackpowledged, who helped
me immensely by providing a pleasant working environment and contributing in the
creation of a positive and dynamic atmosphere in the (ab. They mirrored back, my
ideas so I fieard them aloud and got energised for the furtfer work, I have learnt a
great c(eaffrom all of them and have grown tremendously in the process. It would be

- no éxaggeration to say that their assistance and affection throughout the work was -

incredible and the fun we had is memorable. Among all the friends, the onset
| gratitude goes to Mr. Gaurav .S'ar{gﬁvi, Sor fus unconditional support at each turn
- of the road and »beniing the frustration during study. His eternal integrity and
‘ readiness to help made niy fwo.r/{,so much smoother. I was lucKy to have such a good
Sfriend and partner at work, I am very grateful to him for all the Rnowledge he
shared with me and for all the meiliod} he taught me. His patience in bearing me .
Vafuring crunch times of this study and listening me whenever I was excited about
new ideas was really appreciable. The time I spend with a friend like him would
~always be unforgettali&z Great depths of lbvi'ng thank, a[so goes to Ms. Isha
(Bﬁatt whose contribution made this journey more bount: fu[ and Cheery. (Dunng
the inevitable ups and c{owns of conducting my researchi shie often reminded me fife’s
true priorities. Her involvement as unfailing and emotional support, steadfast back-
up, camaraderie, entertainment, and care she provided, always be cherished and
valued as the gem. Her wonderful and animated personality always made me to feel
console and ease through tough times. A sweet pac&age of thanks would be |
fandover to Ms. Hiral ®atel, for her unconditional felp, love and care. Her
fondness, perceptive and mindful of the things truly mattered. By one or another
way she enabled me to Gypass the more persistent obstacles to thesis completion.

- May her name be exalted, fonoured, and glorified! Thank is also forwarded to Mr.
William Dudani for his brotherly attitude and obliging contribution to my worR,
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There are few friends that I must mention by name for their significant
contributions to my joyful journey of ®h.D. as well as Baroda. Ms. Vidya Patil
and Ms. Bhavna Sharma, who fias abways, admired me for my dreams and with
whom I fiave entichied the most memorable moments of having terrific enjoyment.
Ms. Krishna Panchal, who taught me fow to ease the life by having soundless
sleep. Ms. Dhara Gandhi and Ms. Amee Padhiyar, who made me known to |

(Baroc{a am{ with wﬁoh every ce[eBmtion was just thrilled.

I owe my deep gmtztudé to Dr. Rakesh Sﬁarma Lecturer, @epartment of Applied

Chemistry, Technology Qf"acu[ty, The M. S. ’Unwerszty, (Barodiz, for his ﬁe[p Jor the
cntzca[ neec[ of ‘Fﬂﬁmtemretatzon v

I appreciatively acknowledge Mr. Kns!ina&ant Bosamia, for his I{mcf excellent |

' and enthusiastic cooperation in provuf ng textile dye samples and ma/{mg aware of

- the nature am[ structures of the dj)es

- Twould [il{g to express my appreciation to non-teaching staff of the Department of

" @otamy, for the administrative assistance and peons for serving Rindly.

I e@ress my inc[eﬁtnessf to Mrs. Maja Rajput, for ﬁef ?are, warmth, anaf moral

support. My warm and hiearty thanks goes to Mr. Rudradeep Rajput and
Ms. %gesﬁ’waty Rajput, for always loving me and making me unwind after the
stmgglé of whole d’ay Qﬁey ﬁa've provided me the homely atmo.spﬁere and always

been with ne along the way.

Where would I be without my family? My parents deserve special mention for their
 inseparable support and prayers. My father Mr. Q)/iimjlél[ Koyani, in the first
place is the person who put the fundaments in my learning character and
strengthens my ébnscienw showing me the joy of intellectual pursuit ever since I was
a child: At times when my own light goes out, he has reindled it by a spark of love

and consistent inspiring advice. He always ensured his confidence in me. My mother
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Mrs. Sarojben Koyani is the one who sincerely raised me with her caring and
gently love. She has always been my emotional crutch. My parents had always
encouraged me through my childhood and study career, and to follow my heart and
inquisitive mind in any direction this tooR me. They provided the atmosphere where
an academic mind was celebrated. I owe my deepest and speechless gratitude to them
for believing in me and Reeping my spirit high and enlightened in difficult moments.
My brother Mr. Chetan Koyani, whose sharp sense of fiumour hias been a gift in
my [ife. Without his support, it wouldn't be possible to manage my labyrinth
schedule alone. His concern, obedience, reverence and love not only give me the

feeling of being honoured but also being highly secured.

I offer my respectful obeisance unto my guide and parents!!!




