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Controversizl findings & iasues,

The sociclogical point of view on
gex role development.



A STUDY (F SBEX ROLE 1DENTIFIGATICH IN PRE-SCHCLL CHILuRgN. |

¢ INTRLDUGTICH

Although voles ia interpersonsl behevior may srise frow
g2 nugher of scureces, ong way of looklng et it i %o treed it g3
they emerge from sex differences. This weuld mean physicol differences
bebtween Czn and wonen. Differencos in mentol tyaits and personslity
to doternine the degrse to which they sre sttributable to biological,
cultursl or psychoiegical'exp@ri@ncaa. It will be a grozs error o
censider the differences between men and women as entively physical,
Certain poychologicsl conditions exist that make for scoporste
subcultures for men end women. In all mentsl and physicel differencesf
5000 Women gUIbaSs SUBe nen. Some assumed differences have nevoer
existed or what differences there may have boen are grogsly
distorted. More than one hundred yesrs! styugesle to schieve sex
equslity has besn onmly partially sucesssful in romoving thosge

prajudices.

For purposes such sz fosterineg bettor soclietel
funetionine and provision of stendards of eonduct for the menbers,
a sotlety ususlly divides 1tself into subgroups. Such sub=dividing
also sorves to satinfly eertslin basic indlvidual needs of cost
mombers, Twe bases for such subdivislon are 8ge and sex. Sex typing
has bscare a fundemental pert of the sceiglissticn process. Certain
culturae even more than some of the other more modern culturss
insist on ripid roles for the two sewes. Other sccleties too have
ocpevated on the beels of 8 rigid demarcation of the divisions of

manking., Tho Cormens ssgigned authoriterisn slmost sadistic norms
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to‘tha nmsle and self-depraecistive, semi msgochistic roles to the -

4

Tennls,
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| owvioornuewlbuve s not so rigid in
observing sex role identification; all the same it hes slao certain

e g T

norms of expectetions frsmoach sex. According to Robert Havighurst
(1051), seceptance of aprropriate sex role is one of the g
perental taslta. When childhood begina, dress, gomes and

verbaligzation remind the youngster of his sex, During later ehildhned;
8 deternined effort ls made to maintain specific behavior patterns ?
identified with each sex, The parents are concerned if Rgmesh doas %
not exhibit the proper agsressive tsndencles or if he is playing )
with doells beyond the fourth or fifth year, or if Swatl is too |
tomboyish, The child increasingly selects his friends améng his own
sex group &nd by the prd@delacant pericd is militant by chempaioning
his‘or her own sex, Adolscence brings incressalng espoussl of the
pcraénsiity resctions of cne's own aex, and erctic 1ntéreat beecmes |
distinctly hetero sexusl., Cf cource thers is no research evidence ;
to suprort such observations en Indisn Culture, Y

The process of aex typing is largaly'cuiturﬁl and
psvchological, as implied, with bioclegy playing & negligible role.

Linton (1936) stotes ™ The division and ageription of
statuses with relition to sex sesms to be basie in sll systems. All
socistios prescribe different sttitudes and activities to men ang

womean,
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By belenging to theiy cwn appropriate groupss, 3
individusls may derive not only personal security and recognition
but slso standards for their own behaviors. Such grouping provides

. gaeh individual with a set of conditicns to which to conform, For

soclalising 1tvs children, the femily a9 a social institution has
to conform to such social expectations, Thus @ child being brought
up irn such en enviruﬁment develops & repertory of behavior which i1s
approved by his society, '

The recognition of differcnces among age sroups and
between asx groups tends to imply recognition of different needs,
different levels of learning snd maturity snd rdquirements of

~ different stanéarda by which t0 live. Evidence for this implication

maylbe seow in the usual aucrigainn of roleas and stituses of
mombers of different age and sex groups. By belonging to their own

o

appropriste groups, individuals way derive not only perscnal security |

and reaégnition but slsc standards for their own bshavior, The
group'providea the fomily with a aet of conditions to which to
conform and the fﬁmiiy sotiplines its young ones according to thess

conditions.

Sex roles are decidedly s matter of soclalisation to fit

in with the exyectaticna/ef g psrhicular cu!tpra. ALl sorts of
diametrically opposed. behavior is axpacted of males and females in

difforent eultures, - ------3 Hesd {1949) studied the group of the

Techsmbull of New Guines. This group, she remarks, " was the only
one of—all'those in which she has worked where little girls of 10
op 11 yeors wers more &lert snd bolder end enterprizing then the
boys. In adulthood, unadcrpeﬁ Techsubull wamen.with shaven heeds
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. the sex typing by rewaprding snd punishing behavior that raspectively
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are the mansgers ond providers, They flsgh snd ge to warket, - .
Actlvity like c¢hild birth is herd. The men ars deccorated with etrings
of ornsments snd wear real or false curls, spend thelr time

particularly in dance steps, carving and painting, They sre the
artists managed by the strong practical women, This culture shows

almost a complete revorasl of what wight be considered @ caricature

of the roles of men snd women in the westera society. Like most
other sveieties, thig goclety alse highly values the mesculine
tralts, |

Since one of the important sspects of esrly socialigation
is the sex identificstion of the child, seccording to Freudisn theory,
the father functions in sn instrumentsl role, The mele child
eventually wilil 5@ eallzud on in g@dulthood o serve the econcmic
needs of the fapily and to play the traditional role af‘hcusghald }
haad. Hia role in western culture ineludes the notions of i
agzressiveness and dominance, the girl tends alizhtly toward ?
pagsivity and doeility. However, in contrast to the traditimal
pattern of western Eurcpe, ocur Indian- joint/single femily does
provide a good iﬂentificatian model beth in the fether snd the motheré

As with other types of scooislizstion, parents srrange

&
3

elicita or inhibits the acquisition of the proper sex role. Boys

aré encouraged in magculine activities and cholce of teyss girls

jdentify with motherly duties in the meternal care of their dolls. |

&
ki

The child's identifieation with the perent influences his learniang :
of the appraﬁriate role. The child apparently identifies or §

y
|
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sssimilates the role of the individusl with whom he hea mest E
interaction, Cenerzlly cur observetion shows thet the mother i
demenstrates en expresmsive role or love-oriented ttﬁﬂniques\of
control to both children; wheresa the father is expressive toward !
the daughter, biit moere demanding er ingtrumentsl in reletion to

A S T DY o TE A e e =
—

his son. To provide adequate sex identity for his son, the father

T

must in scme way combine the expressive role with the instrumental
; or demanding one, At the seme time, the mother who usurps the

! instrumentsl or dominent, roles of the father may leter sncounter

diffieultiaa in her son's adjustment,

o ke =
.

Cenerally cur culture ias more reqwarding of the
masculine rathor then the feminine role, it is » mistake, however,

P . v g e @ et

to over simplify the nature of sex identify since othnie, relipgious

and mass subwculturas lmpose their own differontestions thetever
the conditicns of learning'nna their final effects mgy he the
sequisition of sex roles, which bezins in eoarly childhood eﬁd
continues into sdolscenkce, has marked impsct on the young child's
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peraonality.
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The primsry concern of the pressent research is the
effect of scelsleculturesl factors on zex role preference, it is

A e A e A Bt A

pogaible thet as @ child grows up, he learns to prefer the role of

one of the sexes, The csuses for s child preferring one sex role in
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contrast with the other remsgin undeterminsd inspite of several
regearch efforts end theoritical formulotions (Kagen 1964, Brawn 1956

PR

Lynn 1962, Nameson 1963},

Cne of the assumptions in research in this ares has

> :
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been that preference of a parent's role necessarily means Y

idontification with thet parent, (Brown 1956, Dslucia 1963, éoéonbergf

snd Suttone-Smith 1960}, Thore 1z a ressonsble amcunt ¢f doubt about
the possibilicy of & child prcferring the opposite sex parcnts rols
while identifyinz with and sdapting the role of the same sex psrent.
tn the other hend, it 413 not impeossible thst a child prefers and
{dentifies with the same sex psrent.

The results of some resssrch studies such as those by
Ksgan (1986, 1960), Lynn (1959), Brown (1956, 1957, 1958 a),
Rosenberg and Sutton-Smith (1959, 1960, 1964), SuttoneSmith and
Roaenberg (1960, 1961, 1965) snd uussen et-.al, (1956, 1959, 1961,
1963} imply that preference of a psrent,'preferaﬁcﬁief 8 parent's
role end identification with him sre different faeq? of the problem
of gex role development in & child's life, The results of the above
studies give rise £0 hypotheses concerning ésuse snd effect im this
lréa.cgox role development appsrantly depends upen the child's
relationship with his parenta. fhe variaélea considered to be
important 4in the parent—chil@ ralotionshin are parental nurturence
lavel, perents own msagulinity level and the yeinforcement parents
providedfor the child whenever " sprropriate behavior 1s exhibited
by the child, It seems plausible that such parentel veriables V
1ﬁf1uence @ child's learning of sex ro¢le behavior, since parents
are ususlly the first people, & child observes emd with whom he
interscts. The beginning of sex role behavior cocours very early in
1ife, (Emmericle 1959', Hertup snd Zoolk 1960, Haertup 1962, Jesrs,
Taceaby end Levin 1957 and Seward 196hL). Further, perents are also
the first people who represent the culture of thelr socioty, {or
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that of the narvowsr cultursl sub group) to the child, Jince %
culturss of different socictics and sub cultures within socioties
vary {rom esch other, 1t is quite possible that sex role

i

expectations bainz 5 part of the cultuve, alse vary among socleties

-

and smong subcultures,

Definiticn of Terms:

Sex role identificotion end behavior hes sttrocted much
attention during the last fiftesn yeara, while eveluating thege y
definitions they all convey more or less the asme ides but the :
spprosch as to its detall ias guite different.

Lynn defines "Sex role idontifieation® as the
intornalization of the role considered sppropriste to & given sex

and to the conscious chsrgcteristics of that role, Lynn alse definea |

# Parentsl identifiestion " es the internslization of perscnality ‘
characteristics of ocne's own parent and the unconscious charscteri = !
stics similar to thst perent. " Sex rele sdoption * 1s actusl

adoption of behavior traits of one sex or the other, not sinply the

wish to do so {iynn 1962).

Sears has defined (Brown 1956) " Sex role 1§entifi§g§;gg E
ss the behsvior associated witn one sex or the other that the
individus) intrejecte and scquires as his cwn., He defines ™ 3ex role ;
preference " as belng that sssociated with one sex or the other 1
which the individual would like to adopt or which the individual

goes &3 being more desirable or preferred behavior.

Brewa‘ligﬁé) defincs the term ¥ Identificstion  wlthout 7

1

3
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differentisting sex role identification from sny other kind of -
identificstion., According to him, sex role prefersnce snd sex role
fdentification sre appropristevely defined by Sesrs.

Kagen has defined * Sex role identification ® as the !
belief that sowe of the sttributes of the model bsleng to the self,
He also defines " Sex role fdentify as belng the degree to wiich
one regards onegelf ss mbsculine or feminine, Ancther concept
defined by Kagen (1964) is gex typed behavior ¥, It ig the pattern
of behevior thet the sccisty considers appropriate for a psrticular
sex or the behavier thet metehes the sex role stenderd of the ;aciebyi
{Kagan 1964), '

In the present study, Lysn's (1962) and Eagen's (1964) :
definitions mey be more suitable sg these cover mogt of the

importent sspects of sexerole development, Joahi{-j.iii1969),
combines Lynn's and Kagen's definitiens snd staztes " Sex vole

D s S SNV

preference ® 18 on seplration wheves® Gex role identificstion,”

,'"S@x role sdoptlion and * Parental identifleation " s8re processes ﬁ
suployed tc fulfill the aspiration. " Sex typed behavior * -and
v3ex role identily® are cutcomes of the processes of " Jex role

adoptien® and sex role identificetion” respectivaly.
CONTROVERSLAL FINOINGS AND 13SUES. ‘ !
Vany approaches have become popular in order to study

the child, Am@ngst the direct techniques, the doll play obuservations |
and different kinds of interview sesaions geem to be quite popular,

Regesrchers who have utilimed asuch deta gathering techniques, report |

g
econtrssting findings in the srea of gex role lesrning snd developments
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Brewn}(!?S?) found that as children develop, large and significiﬁt.

changes occur in the sex role behavior of boys and of girls and that

the changes cbserved in the two groups differ 4n kind, suggesting

the existence of definite, relatively dichotomous sex role patterns.

He also noted that boys show s significently greaster preference for

the masculine role then girls do for the feminine role.

Another study by Brown (1957, 1958) and studies by Hall

(1964), Partly (1960), Hartup and Zookk (1960), Kegan (1957) and -
Lerve (1957) slsc showed that boys expressed a much stéonger,

preference for the masculine role than girls did for the feminine
role, The majority of boys but only a minority of girlas expressed

sex avrpropriste preferences.

Lefkowitsz has reported contradictory results (1962),
vhey confronted with a direct choice, girls have about.as much

preference for the feminine role as boys do0 for the masculine role

 (Leftowitz 1962). Hovever more reséarch is needed to ssttle this

question and give a more definite explsnation,

Paveniﬁ’persanality, their sttitude snd actual
jmplication of sex typed behavior has also been studled. Parents
indicate through their béhevior, language and sttitudes a feminine

or s maséuline orientations. They represent té the child the nature

of mssculine and feminine crientations in & given culture, (Sears,
Maceoby and Levin 1957, Kagan 156L4), The child introjectes any of

these orientetions as & result of sccislization,

On the basis of this elaborste d@qumentatton,the

inference 15 that sex role behavior is essentislly leasrned. As stated
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by Sesrs, Maccoby and Levin (1957} and Kagen {1964}, if a chilfly
pereiquthimself &9 msimiler to hls same sex parent, he tends to

identify with that parent snd thus adopts his sex appropriate

behavior. - by ::aldepking: some of the more obvious attitudes of
the gsme sox parent, Thus parentsl masculinity or femininity should -

 eertainly be considersd an important and crucial factor in the sex

role development of the child,

Pgison's theoretical formulation in relation to soclal
structure (1955, 1958), where in identificetion is conceptualiszed
as eneempasaing the behavior a child learns in the context of @

~soeial reole with & parent. This would mean that the learned

behaviors need not be those typicel of the edult but rather sre
those elicited ond reinforced systemstically in the course of a
child's interactiona with an sdult. Parsons! understanding of

masculinity and femininity is the difference between instrumental

and expressive orientations.

- Jdﬁnsén (1963) has recently propéaad that & crucial
factor in learning the masculine sex réle for males and the
feminine sex role for femsles is 1dentificstion with the father.,
Both boys and glrls meke an dnitial rele sex typed identificstion

i dee v e T = waan & ETI e AES g £ e fir w o wapipear % e
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with the mothers. Within this framework the father forms differential

role relationships with the son snd with the doughters Thia provides

the basis for sex role learning in children of both gsexes.

Jokinaon (1963) sugrests thet girla receive expressive
behavior from both father and mother while boys are treated with

exprossive behavior from the mother snd instrumental behavior from

TrmaTae. B o o el Tt BORE T eSS Thoasie iTuT:
- L T e
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the father, Thus, girlst interactions with the parents reinforce

expressive behavior from childhood through adulthoed while boys
are reinforced for expressive behavior toward female and 1nstruman£ai

behavior towerd meles,

Lynn (1962) proposes that theAdifferent learning :
patterns used by girls and by boys lead them t¢ develop different i
personality trsits., His hypothetical framework is ags follows iw

1. Females will tond to demonstrate grester nead for

affilistion then males.

2, Fennles tend to be more dependent than malea on the

externasl context of the situstion. :

3, Femnles will tend tC be more receptive to the

atanderds of others than males (lynn 1962, P, 281), : ;

~ ;
The above personality traits sre developed by girls

because of their lesrning pstterns, which involve msinly imlitetion,

under conditions of warm peracnsl interaction. :

His hypotheticel framee-work for boys is that -
1, Males tend to surpsss females in the problem sokving

Bkilla ‘ . g
2, Vales tend to be more concerned with internslised

standards than femsles (Lynn 1962, P. 281).

Another point of view in the area of sex role behavior ;
in children is that of the availability of the father, which hes |
been supported by Eamen 1964, Sears, Maccaby and levin 1957) in
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thelir discussion on modelling theory. ’ tz

' Since parents play en importent role in sex typing, if

S e,

cne of the parents is absent » the effect of this gbaence of parental:

cere is great on the éersmnality development of the ehild, The
absence of cne or botsh psrents may prove to be g paychlc wound to
the child, It wes suppoged that the father’s being sway mey act ss &
hindrance in the son's learning sex appropriste sex role bshavior,
This explanstion is besed on the médaliing theory of sex role
learning, in thch the relative gbsence of the father means the
gbsence of a m#seuline model for the son., {Lynn and Sawrey 1959,
Mussen and Distler 1959). The absence of a parent could be for
voried reasons no matter what the reasons for this abéence nay bl,’
the harmony or balance of home is disturbed by thg abgence of one

of the parents.

Tynn (1959) hypothesized that girls identify with their
mothers but boys $dentlify with 8 cultured male stermciype rather
than with theif‘own father, Of course there are rescarch studics
wihich provide evidence of boya! identifying with their cwn fathers
inspite of the fathers being absent from the home most of the tine
(Heilburn 1965 @, b, Brodbeck 1954, Good enough 1957, Bronfen
bronnor 1561, Cs good 1957, Helper 1955, Cray 1959, Sopchak 1952).

Tﬁe parent's sttitude ond pattern of reinforcement
ecculd act as a Ffactor influencing the sei role behavior of a growing
ghildglea.the bazis of some of. the resesrch studieg (Baaés,iﬁhﬁkgby
and L;éin 1957, Kohn 1959, Kagen 1964}, it is indieated that there

1g g difference in the way bcys end girls are trested by adults.

|
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The expectgtion pétt@rn of the fexily intersction suggests tﬁat
girls gre expected to retoin thelr dependence and to develop
conformity end passivity vhile boys arerexpsct&é t0 be indopendent,
ageresaive and competent (Beller and Turner 196h, Crutehfield 1955, i
Hoviand and Jenis 1959, Kagen snd loss 1962, iindzey and Goldberg '
1953, Vc.Caudless, Bllous end Benuett 1961, Stanford et,sl 1943,
Sears etal, 1953, Siegel etal. 1959),

Gther factors in the parent child reletionghip alse
influence ﬁhe sex role development of & ¢hild, The appropriate sex
relo development depsnds on the leyel of nurtursnce provided in the
varent chlld relsticnship. If the parent is wsrm, understanding and
nurtursnt in hor behavior snd sttitude to the child, it wmakes it
egsler for the child to iéentify with and adopt the behavior of the

game mex parent. This point is stated By the resesrches cn sex role

identifieasion (Heilbrun 196&1} , Fussen and bistley 1959, lussen

)

and Rutherford 1963, Lefkowits: 1302, Hellbrum and C¥¥ 1966),

The intersetion between nurturence gud reinforcoement as
the two fsctors ecrbined mey heve sll influence on the sex role
behavior of a child. & nurturent nodel whe combines in her b@havier,f
the offect of the reinforcomont, this effcet may be long lasting

recardless of the kind of reinforcencnt.

The effect of reinforcepent, negstive snd positive is

‘ further claborated in the lesrning thoory. (¥iller end Dollard 1041,

Mowrsr 1?50,(ﬁf} These rescarchog suggeost sowe implicsticns in the
ares of sex role lecrning, Sex role behavior may be cnhgnced when

leprnine in this eres iz followed by positive reinforcenent than



T R E s Sl

i o st e, s

B A

iy T e

~
o HTET BT VR STy

.
i W e M e S - e

DT e

I3
o DT A

“~ P
C Ry
P RN

S
'
. or
¢
T

L.

e N T A e 1 g e ST B A S v W . i 7 A Yo § ARt € A e ok S o % £ 2 SR s

Son e S B e oo s SR

2 Al i >
HALPS B

o &

B I T S ——

14

consistently told not to be & " Sisaky " rather thon what to be snd

followed by negative reinforcement. For exemple, boys are

that boya also know the masculine end feminine distinction by the
aze of three (Brown 1957, Hartup and Zoblk 1960).

a_gociclogical point of view on Sex Role Develonme

Sex role behavior; sex ‘differences etc, inelude the
culture and scciety as well, Cne cannot in this short space do full
justice to the tronsmiseion and learning of culture for one thing,
not nearly enough is known sbout it, Several things cen be asid in
this connection. Anstomical snd physiclogical differences between
thé gsexes ara poorly correlated with sex reoles, the opposite sex

and the eulture at large, Behsviorally, the mesning of the sex role

is decided by the pagtieulsr,saciety in which the child is bor,

it is believed thet the process starts scon after the child is .born.
Seward stétes, * The individual is trelned to sex role from the '
moment of birth when the ~irls are placed in pink, boys in blue

bassinets *. (Saward 1@&6)

in sexusl msting, in courtahip panterna, sexual play, pesitions

1 There is great human variation

" during 1ntenvcaurse,gnd altersmste paths to orgeam, (Stone and

Churech 1968),

e cennot tske it farygranted that sexusl motivation
arises spontaneously through simple physiesl maturation, since
animal studies indicstes that both drive level and mating patterns
depand on early experience for normel development, A eulture&’
view'of sexuality can wesken the intensity of 5exua1 feelinggrit

con wdgring them fora the individuel himsell, it ean intensify
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them to the point of making them frightening, it can define which
acts, objects, partners, ond settings produce sgrecable sexual
foelinga and which digagreesble ones,

Cutside the sex act, there can be yet wider varistions
in the roles assipgned to males and females with respect to such

15
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tasks as child resring, housekeeping, discipline of children, tending;

the fields or the herds, merketing produce, menaging the budgets,
handierafts, hunting, fishing, participation in government and
declsion making and perticivatien in recreational activities. Still

further, there cen be great varistions among cultures in the traimts

ascribed to the two sexes, such as bravery, loyalty, passionateness
diétousnass, honesty, persoverance, geneércsity, cruelty, fortitude,
sympsthy, smotionality ete, Thus there are interests, tastes and
praferences that ai@ sssuned to go with being male or femasle., Thia
1s how we assign plaything, food stuffs, activitles, occupations
and useful objects to the two sexss Qith some overlap. Nebody has
yet fully explored and catalogued a11 the cultural differences in

"definiticns of masculinity and femininity and yet we know that scme

~kn6wladge of ‘anthropology suggegts that these differaﬂces are
considersble, Among the yamans of scuth Americs, for instance
swinming is on exclusively female skill, Although biological
differences have some determining role, much of whet we take for
granted as biolegically founded turng out to be what our society is

sccustomed o think the biclogicsl differences mean.
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There can be yet other wider vsristions in the roleé:
assigned to males snd females with reapect to genetic differences
in personality. For example,the basic teandency ©f the human fetus
is to develop as a femsle, If the genes order the gonsds to becone
taosticles and put out the male hormone snd orgen, the embryo will
turn into & boy; otherwige it becomes a girl. You have to add
something to get & male, nature's first intention is to creste

a femnle,

Nature moy prefer women, but virtually every culture
has been partial to men. Thot contradiction ralses an increasingly
pertinent question (2s well ss the hackles of militant feminists).
Are ‘women immutebly different from men ? lomen's Liberationists

- belleve thst sny differences other thaen asnstomical - are & result

~of ecnditioning by soclety. The opposing view is that ell of the

differences gre fixed in the genes. However, the natwre-nurture
controversy is oversimplified. Whot human beings ara,raaulté<from
a complex interaction between both forces. It is @ false dichotomy

, t¢ ssy that this difference i1s acguired end that one gonetic, To

try snd differentiste is like asking & penny whether it is reslly

a heads penny or & talls penny. Although some of the predispositions

may be genetic, complex bshavior patterns are probsbly not

genetierlly determined.

1If there is sny truth in the idea that‘éénetie
predispositions exist, it is baae%ion three kinds of evidence,
First, thers sre the "cultursl universels® cited by Margoret Nead
(1935), Almost everywhere, tho mother is the principal esretsker
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% of the child, ard mele dominance and ageression are the rule. Some

S vaes -

? anthropologists believe there has beon en occasional femsle

dom;nated socioty; others insist that none heve existed,

et

I Then there is the fact thut smong most ground-dwelling
primates, males ere dominant and have as a major function the
protection of femples and offspring. Some ressarch suggests that :
! this i3 true even when the young are raised apsyrt from adults, which |
| seems to mesn that they do not lesrn their roles from their society. ?

i Finelly, behevioral sex differences show up long before
en& baby could possibly percelve subtle diffarences between hig
parents or know which perent he ls expected to imitate, "A useful
strategy®, seys Harverd PayahalogistEﬂw_-i—TKagan. is to gssume

" that the esrlier a particular differaéce appesrs, the more likely |

it is to be influenced by bioleglical factora?, -

Physical differences appausr even before birth, The
heart of the femsle fetus often beats faster,'and girlas develop
more rapidly. "Physiclogzically!, ssys Socloldgist Berbette

Blackington, "women gre better-made animals®. Meles do have more

strength and endurance though thet hardly metters in & technelogical%

gocloty.

stm® e e mese

i Recent researci hints that there nay even be sex
differcnces in the brain. According to some experimenteras, the
presence of the male hormone testosterone in the fetus may
mmaseulinizer® the brein, orgenising the fetsl nerve centers in
chagacteristie vays. Thia possible Ysox typing" of the central
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. eventually they pay more attention to figures. Kagen acknowledges

”i:i:]éviaksen (1950) has found that boys and girls aged ten to twelve

- {shspe and form) of genitsl differentistion itself: in the male,

. e BT e eme d
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nervous system before birth mey moke men pnd women regpond differanﬁly
to inconing stimuli. in fact, newborn girls do show difforent

responsss in some situstions, They resct more strongly to the ramavalz
of a blanket and more quickly to touch and psin. Koreover, exparimcnté
denonstrate that twelveeweck«0ld girls gase longer st photographs of
faces thon st geometrie figures. Boys show no preference then, though |

the effect of enyironmant, but he has found thet it exerts o grester
influence on girls than on boys., The female infants who experienced
the moat "face=to-face interaction” with their mothers were more

attentive te faces than girls whose wothers did not exchange looks !

with them 3¢ much. Among boys, there wWes no consistent relatlionship,

Thia very sarly female sttenticn to the human face
sugrests thet women may have g greater and even partly innate
senaitivity to other humen beings. Perheps this explsins why girls
seom to get more sstisfacticn from relationships with psople.

Even asfter infancy, the sexes show differentisl 1nnerasta
that do not gsem to grov solely out of axperianca. Psychoanalyst }

uge. space differently when asked to conatruct a scene with toys. '
Girls often build a low wssll, sometimes with an elaborate doorway, E
surrounding e gquiet interior scene. Boys are liksly to constfuct
towers, facades with cennons, &nd lively exterior scenes. Erit Kson
scknowledges thet cultural influsnces are at work, but he is
convinced that they do not fully explain the nature o; childrents
play. The differences, he says "seem to parsliel the morphology
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i - an external orpgan, erectible and intrusive; internsl organs in the

femsle, with veastibular access, leading to stetically expecdtant ovav,

In aptitude as well as in interest, sex differences
become apparent early in life. Though gzirls sre generally less adept
than boys st methematical end spetial reasoning, they learn to count
| soongr and to talk earlier and better, Femele verbal superiority may

be csused by sex-linked differences in the brein, or it msy exist

! because mothers talk to infant girls mere than to baby boys. But

does the mother's talking cause the chlld to do likewise cor could

3 e

-'é it be the other way round ? The possibllity thst girls are talked

- %\' to more beeausc for blologlcsl reasons, they respond more than beys

. 91 \
to words and thus stimulatuﬁ% mothera to keep talking,.

" Evidence that par@ntal behsvicr does sffect spmech

&'5|’ll'§
" 1There, boys sre more highly velued then girlsjare telked to

rore end becone nore vorhal,

Mowrer (1960) state$,while girls outdo boys verbally,
they often lag behind in sclving enalyticel problems, those thst

require attention to detail, Girls seem to think "globally",

{ respending to situationa as & whole instead of abstracting single

|
i oloments. In the "rod and frame test", for lnstence, & subject sits
{

in a dark room before a luminous rod inaide a slightly tilted frame,

and is asked to move the rod to an upright pesition. Boys can
separate the rod visually from the freme and make it stend stralight;

i girls misled by the tipped frame, ususlly adjuet the rod not to

the true verticsl but to a position persllel with the sides of

; the frame.
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‘{ In all such differences, environmental influence is 2(’ ;
suggested by the fact thet children who think analytically most oftﬂni
prove to have mothers whé have encouraged initiative and explaration,é
wvhile youngsters who think globally hove generally been tied to theirf
motherts apron strings. In Ueatern soclety, of course, it is ususlly {
boys who are urged towerd sdventure. Herein, porhaps - there is no
provf-lies an explanstion for the appurent male capacity to think
anslytically. %e have to know lot more how this interaction can be .

snalysed on Indisn scene,

In IQ teats, males and fﬂmalés score pretty much alike.
Since this 1s true, why dc women seem less ersstive ? Hany soclal i
scientists are convinesd that the reasons are cultural. Women, they
say, learn early in life thet female sccomplishment brings few
revwsrdg, In some cases, women can not be ¢reative because they sre
discriminated azainat. In other instances, a woman's araatiﬁity.mny
well be blunted by fear of nonconformity, failure or even success

itself, Unlike men, Kegan soys (1964) wonen sre trained to have
strong anxiety about belng wrong.

. g x

- To many psychomanalysta, however, the explenstion lies

in the fsct thet women possess the presteat crestive pover of alls
bringine new 1life into being; thus they need not compensste by
produeing works of art. Men, it is theorized, are driven to make

up for what seema to them a deficiency, That thoy feel keenly,
though unconsciously, their insbility to bear children is shown

in dreams reported on the anslyst's couch, in the behavicr of swall
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boys who play with dolls and walk around with their stomachs thrust
forward in imitatieon of their pregnant mothers and in primitive i
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rities and ancient myths. 21
There ara personality differences between the sexes too.

glthough noe trait is confined to one ssx « there are women wio

exceed the role gvorege even in supposzedly masculine charscteristics

3
{

¥
H
i
[

sorme distinctions turn up remarksble cerly, At New York, University,

for example, resesrchers heve found that & female infant atops
sucking a bottle end looks up when some cne Cowes into the room}

a wale pays no attention te the visitor.

Ancther Kagen (1956) experiment shows thet girls of
twelve months who become frightened in s strange roonm drift toward
their moihers, while boys look for something, to do. At four months,
twice as msny girls gs boys cry when frightened in a strange

laborstory. What is more, Kagan Says, similsr differences can be

geen in monkeys end beboons, which "forces us to consider the g

posalbility that some of the psychological differences betwecn men

\and women may not be the preduct of experience slone but of subltle

blologicsl differences.”

. Anigel astudies suggest that there nay be biclogical

_ factorsin maternal behavior; mothers of rhesus monkeys punish their

male bebies esrller snd more often then their femsle ofrspying; they ?

also touch their female bables more often and act more protective

toward them.

As for the controversial question of female pagsivity”, ;

there is no centra&ictien botween being feminlpe and working. The

ego cen be active in both men end women, it is only in love and in
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sex that psssivity is particularly appropriste for wOMON, Ag é%e
gees it, passivity is no mors then a kind of openneas and wermthj

it does not meon Yinactivity, emptinese or immobility®, ;

Another controversy rages over the effect of hormones.
111itant women, who discount hormonal influence, dissgree viclently
with scientific researchers, who almost unenimously agres thot
hormencs help determine how people feel and act. So far, there heve
been fov studies of mele hormones, but scientists think they maey
eventually discaverlhnrmonal gycles in men that preduce cyclic
changes in mood and behsvior. As for females, studiea have indicoted é
thaﬁ.AQ 4 of female medicsl end surgiesl hasmﬁx&l.sﬁmisgions, most K
psychiatric hosplital gdmissions end 62 % of violent crimes among
women pgiaanars occuy on premenstrusl and menstrual days. At
Woreester State Hospitsl in Measachusstts, Fsychologists Deneld and
Inge Brovermsn hove found that estrogen gharpens sensory percepticn. i
They belleve thet this heightened asensitivity wsy lead'more women

than mon to shy away from situstions of stress.

Cne trait thought to be gffected by hormones is . )
speressivenesse In sll cultures, male infants tend to play mors ~
agoressively then femeles, while selentists think a genetic fector
may be involved, they slso observe thet socisty fosters the
diffovence by permitting mele agerogsion gnd encouraging femals
adaptability. Some sugrest that females mey be aggressive as men -

but with words inastead of deedse

The definitive research on hermones and sceression ia

Still to be done. However, it has.boen estsblished that the female i
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hermene estrogen inhibits aggression in both enimsl and humsn msgga.

It hes also been proved that the male hormone androgen influences

aggression in gnimals, For exsmple, castration produces tractable

steers rather then flerce bulls.

T AT

The influence of amdrogen begins even before birth,

Administered to pregnsnt primstes, the hormone makes newborn fomales

B Sy

play more aggressively than ordinary feusles, Foreover, such

masculinized enimpls sre unusually eggressive as long &s they live,

even 1f they are never agein exposed to androgens

Vill there come dey be a "unisex® socliety with no

I3

differences between men gnd women, exgept anatomical ones ? 1t seeos
unlikely. Anstomy, paﬁturitian*aﬁﬁ gender, cannot be wished avay

*in 8 Spasm of the distended will, sa though the will, in pursuit

of totsl human pogssibility, cen anplify itself to overcome the given"
Yomen's role as cerctaker "was the eveluticnary result of their 5
bioligical rele in birth snd feeding, The baby bettle has freed ;
women from some of the tagks of that role, but the major responsibl ~%
lity for child rearing is the woman's, even in the Soviet Union, the E
Israeli Kibbutz, Scendinavie and mainland Chins. Furthermors, though E
=g mothering skills are mostly learned, it is g fact that if ?
snimsls are raised in isoletion and then put in s room with the yeung

of the speéies, 1t 45 the femsles who go to the infsnts &n&.take

eareo of them.

perhaps the known biologieal differences cen be totelly
which & person's sex

e e B

overcome, end scclety can spproach a state in

ig of no cawsequenéa for any significent activity except child
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bearing, admits Jercme Kagon (1956). "But we must ask 3£ such @
society will be satisfying to ite members®, As he sees it,
veomnlementerity” is whet makes relationships stable and pleasursble.

The basic reason why unisex must fﬁiz is that in the §

sexual act ltself the wsn hes to be assertivm, if tenderly, snd

_the women has to bs receptive. Vhet gives trouble is when ren see

asgsertivenesy 08 agrression and women see receptivenesy as submissieu*ﬂ
Unisex, would be "a dissster”, becsuse children necd roles to ;
identify with and rebel agsinsgt. You c¢an't ldentify with s hlur,

4 unigex world would be e frictionless environmment in whilch nobody

would be sble to grow up.

Though scientists disagree about the precise nature and
causes of these differences, there is no srgument about'two polhts:
society plays 8 tremendous part in shaping the differences, end most
women are cepable of doing whatever they want, Unly in the top
ranges of sbility, says Fogen (1964) asre inneto differences
gignificant; for typical men and women, "the biologlcal differances
are totelly irrelevent®, "There 1s‘nn evidence,” "thset nen are any
more or Ieaé qualified by bislogical sex d;ffavmncea slone to .
perform the tasks generally reserved for them in todays® societlies, '

Even though the number of educsted wemen is a% an 6ll
time high, the representation of women in the traditicnsliy mele

professions is s£111 extrenoly low. One likely resson for this

paradox, is that U.S. women actively fear success.

Horner {(1972) begen locking into this when she discovered
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that the few studies that had been made of women's motivetion for

achisvement showed they hed high enxisty. Resacnably certain that !

this meant women were sfrsid of competition, Horner declded

‘nonetheless to test thet assumption, Putting men end women in
competitive and noncompetitive asitustion, she found that males showed
a spurt of motivation in competion, Femeles did not, It wos anxiety

ﬁ abqut comretition, thet apprently held the women bael, ?

The revelstion gbout feer of success came from the one :
gex "cue! included in the experiment, Horner had mocified the !
fgmilisr TAT (Themstic Apperception Test#) to require meles to w&rita
about the success of another mele, females on the success of a famala.
Asked to write sbout & mythical girl at the top of her medicsl
school class, more then 65 % of the women assccisted her success
i with depression, illness snd somotimes even desti. Asked to write ‘
about a boy in the seme position, 90 % of the men equsted his ;

f asuecess with happiness end prosperity. The women obvicusly seemed

| gfrsld of success.

i ;. Horner diseovered that women's fear of success increeses
| “with their ability, and thot the greater their fear, the less well ?
they do in competition with men. She glso found that fesr of success
: incresses as women @rogress farther in school, affecting &3 pany as %
] 90 % of eollege juniors. It i3 at this level that meny women switech i

to more "traditionelly feminine® goals, to teach instead of geing é

to law school, for example, of %o work for a politicien instead of §

being one.

% Subjects tell a story that psychologist interprets.
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Fesr of success wes clesrly tied to the attitude of
scelety in genersl ond the attitudes of boy friends inm particulsr,.
hose attitudes became cobvious during other TAT tests that Psychole -
gigt Horner adrministered to male law students, The men described
sucecessiul weman as unattractive, unpopular, unfecinine, werely a

feomputer? and overaggregsive.

Thero is little doubt thet there have been wmerked
chengos in sexual morelity during the past several yesrs, snd that
thege chances have affected women, eapecislly young women, morg
dramaticslly thon men, Although behaviorsl experts believe that
reports of 2 "sexusl revolution® ars greatly exsggersted, they agres
that some profound chenges = especially in gttitude have taken place,

of course, this is in @nited stotes.



