'CHAPTER I

'THE _PRESENT INQUIRY .

INTRODUCTION : '

Development of educational instiﬁutions does not
occur in a vacuum. i%voqcurs~in the midst of the total y
social enviponment ahd élongAwith other soclgl institutions
- ecpnomic, political, religioué etc., and like obther social
systems, educational system is also related to the wider
society. | » O

Here in this”inéuiny;fwe‘observa the growth of
secondary education infpné'of'the districts of Gentral
Gujarat - Kéiré, in relation to its social enviromment.
Thq‘formél edudatiéﬁéi"sjsﬁem'is cdmpoéed'of its formal
components in the sh&pé of educational institubions such as
schools, their\orgépizabion'and manégementvas well as”fheir
human components such as the students, teachers and

guardians. In this inquiry we shall observe the spread and



development of secondary education in Kaira district in
relation to ifasl sociéi envii'ohment. _‘ But our m’a:’ug: object
behind this iﬂéuii-y is to observe the Student who 'is an
3.nteg.ra1 part of the formal education system, in the 1light

of his soc ial background. Hence we shall observe some

| Personal feamres of the student, his attachment to nis
famlly, and his bebaviour and ideology and finmd out whetber
they are related to some of their soc:.ographic charactem.stics.

We have selected the students' learn:mg in standard
X (n:ce 8.8.C. Class) ana XI (8.8.C. Class) for observation
in oa.:c inquiry,. - AN )

-The students study:.ng in the above classes is a
section of an age~-group, ma;‘;.nly forming 16 to 18 years of age.
It is our presumption thaf the above age-group will play an -
mpor‘aant role in society than the others of the sane age—
group who have no’c :ceceived seccnda.ry educa’bion. Therefore
’thay have been selectecl for our inqu:my.

Girl students are not taken for investigation for
obvious :éeasons. Eirs’ciy, © he nqmber of gi;el-—‘students is
comparatively less. Secondly, thei:c‘ Jy?'ole. in the social 1life
would be guité"diffege'nt than \tba}t of the boys and this
requj.i'es altogefher a different approaqh to the problem.

The spé_c‘.%fic pointsy of our inquiry can be mentioned
as under ;fn $he following four heads : '

i) - ' Spread‘;amd development of secondary education in Xaira
| 'Districf inlight of scﬁza factars of’ social surrounding

of Kaira district



iij~j E:Student in- the famlly ~ L
- xkao far as students in the famlly 1s concerned, our
*i;'interest rests 1n observmnw the .student's attachment
to his famlLy and nis 1nter<personal relatlons with
z‘;tbe members of the famllJ. We shall thus inguire
ff(1) Student's particxpatlon 1n work around home, |

0.7 (2) Whether the student ‘htnics t:o mn away fran the
fam:..l.y, BRI e

‘:52(3) Student's relatlon w1tn tne guardian and other
| L meﬂbers oF. the famlly. L~“~'
iiij;‘\‘Some personal features af tne student and the ‘
: student's behav1our and 1deology about certamn -
"i.nmarters bearlng a social signlficance.u |
' h As regards personal features of the stu&ent, we shall
’ observe nzs age, ClVll cond:tion and quality in resPect of"
"hzs study.: e :" \ N -

As regards behav1our of the student, we shall mainly
;inquire about nls dally life, his friendship, his cinema«habits
“.and hab:x.t ot read:.ng newspapers and per:md:.c als and his
*relam.on to his teachers. As regards the 1deolog of tie
' student, we want t0 observe malnly his ideas about the plane

of dmelllng, abouu tne guardlan's occqpation and the

 "occupat1on chat he would like to fo&low, his future plau

after passmng the secondary school certificate examinatlon,

] about the eaucatlon that he recexvea and about tbe “culture"

T of his parents. ' ‘ e
u‘:xv) . -To 1nqu1re ths students ﬁmaﬁters relqtea to him as.
snown in (i) and (111) abave)ln the 11gbt of same
‘-;f other parts of the society. Qne‘or more of the
‘ £ollow;ng factors shall;beAdbéébved thle‘inquiﬁing

e, T



N about . the studérﬁié s
(1) Caste of the student,
) 2% Rural or urban residence of the studen‘cs,

3) Guardian's occupation,

(4) Income of the fanily,

(5) uuardlan's educat:.on.

‘We may add one more factor namely study-—qualmy of
. the s’cudent Whlch may ‘be useful in understand:.ng certain
facts about the students.

‘ ' The develogment and spreaa of secondary education in
Ka:u.‘a d:.strict observed in 1ight of social surroundmg, wiil
en.L:Lghten ba#we us as regards the :celatlonshlp between the

ducatlonal system and tne ‘social system, so far as the
' spread and developmant ofV tne secqnda,ry education in Kaira
district are concerned. | : ,

‘ Observation of the s‘cudent in the fam:.ly would reveal
his attacbment to nis, fam:.l,y and his interp:ersonal relations
* with the members of his family.

. ObserVatlon of some personal reatures of the student,
sucn as age, civn.l conditlon and qual:.ty in light ofsoc:.al
factors will enable us to uncierstand how they are related
%o the social set‘amg.

4s regards some aspec’cs of behav iour and idedlogy
of the students, our :anu:.ry Dears the sociological
sn.gniucance as ‘under : ' |

The student' 8 llklng or dwlmhng far the native
place and :L:E d:.slik:z_ng, the reasons far the same would
refeal what sort of- pb;y.sical and soclal surroundings does
the studen‘a,é like as regaras tne Place of nis habibation.
. An :x.nqu:try as regaras where the student would like to

settle viz in a town, v:.llage, both or cannot say, we may



be enlightened about tbe-stu@ent;s,preference:ﬂdr #he his
. future habitation. This will reveal his asPivatién as
regards his future nabitation.

Guardliants occupation and the occupation of the:
student 's choice bears a soc iological & gnificarce as ib
pours light upon the fubture trend of ocoupational migration
in a socigl system. Fubure planrof the stgdeﬁt and if4 a
‘ student is bo pfosecaﬁe fis study afterhpassing the secondary
school certificate‘examination, would also qreizga’al indirectly
' the:future trend of Bécqpational mob ility.

' ‘What change is found by thﬁ sfudent in himselfg
on account of education wouldfsbow.the etfect of education
upon ‘the student, accordlng to the student's point of view.
This may De compared w1th'she crltlclsm made by the parents
-and others, about the student. ' J

' Whether the gtudent thinks that he is ' advanced !
in culture ﬁéan his barents reveals the tendency of the
_preéénf geneﬁation towérds a passing generation;

Guardlan's knowledge about the student's progress
and his. touch with the teac be:c- would show how the guard:.an
is 1nterestea and is aware of the student's;progress in the
school. &uardlants &1sllke:for the student's learning
would show the attitude of guardlan towards the present
educatlon. ' . ‘

Dlscxpilne in the - school, to a‘Large extent depends
upon the healthy relatlons between she student and the
teacher. An,lnquiry ag regaras the disliking of the.
Beacher for the student and ﬁhe feasoﬁs that the student
thlnks for the same, will reveal relgbionship vetween the
student and the teacher.

By observing friendship of the student, we can get



‘an idea of whet the student values or cherishes in his
int:h‘n;ate social ‘relationsﬁip. ' ]

» Studéﬁt'é dress, his reading of news-.papérs and
per:.od:.cals, his participation in drama and of her extra-
) curr:.cular act:_v:.tles of Ghe school, hls nours for study

in morm.ng and .evening . his taking of physical exa*cise

and his visit- to a cinema house, all the above reveal habz.ts

| of the s‘audents.' What type of c:mema p:.cture is liked by
'the student and ﬁow he decides.to go %0 ¢ inema, would show
his ;deology.,. as regards cmema pictures. How would the
étudem:“ like to spehd a free éveninfg, also suggests his
1iking. B

- The 1nqu:u:=y 1s made about the above po:;.nts because
they in general are 1ndica1::¢.ves of the student's attachment
. to h:.s family, his personal charactemst:.cs,behav:«.our and
his’ :.deology.: ' ) '
' ' Our inquiry regarda.ng the above would sbate certain
facts about the student. But this would be of ll‘b‘tle
importance except, when they are v:c.ewed in the .'L:Lgb:‘a of
certgin aspects pi‘ the soc:.al' summ.‘ndlng.u Hence we would
obser've these facts :in relation %o certain variables such
;a8 caste of ‘ohe student, hls ruz-al or urban res:.dence etc.,
- showﬁ in (J.v)

" We may deal with the significance of these

variabless | '

N Caste of the student C It is true that secondary

educat:.on is open to all who aspires to it, 1m'espect1ve of
caste, rellglon, sex, etc.. Howevet' . every caste has its
own h:.stor:.cal ‘background and its trad:l.m.on. ‘Some castes

may have a tradition of. educatlon and some may nobt; sone



may be educa‘aionally‘,’ecénomically and culturally backward
than the others. Sbme may be traditionally enjoying a
higher ‘social status tHan obthers in the Total s izl system.
Ti1l the aavent of Ghe British rule, India was an agricultural
country dominated by a tobtal acceptance of joint family
and caste system wherein education was caafined to Brahmins
only. Barring fhem, only the trading castes were permibted
to have some rudmentary educatz.on., It may be that though
the portal of education are: Qiéen to all Ghe uppar castes
may be dominating in the student composit ion, school
organization and mana ement.‘ Besidés',' the different econmmic,
educational and cultural backgrounds of diftferent castes
may - have‘ their effects on the personal characteristics of
the student'vn.z.g his age, n;t.‘s civil condition and his
quality. They may hav’e bearing with behaviour and ideology
of the student. ’ J

Caste hiearéh,y is prevalent in the Hinda Society and
iv is .L:Llfely that in case of the students, frlendsnz.p night
hav== some relatx.onshlp with the castewstatuse Friendship in
case of upper and 1pwe:e castes might be confined o thelr
respective caste groups.

Caste and the cnoice of Of-cup gbion of the stude:h‘b,
may be related. IFor exan@le a large magjority of Patidars in
this . area, are engaged in agricm'bure and mosv of the
Baniyas in business and services. It is likely that the
proportion of the students in case of Baniyas nmight be higher
tor showing preiference for busines‘s or service than Patidars
and in case of Patidar students, choice for agriculture
might be more than -the same ‘in case ©f Baniya students.

Caste may be related with the differemce in valuatlons\of
he s’fuo\ew\' and his \saven‘rs “Tn the case of fowey castes
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the student who has received some secondary education may
think that he is higher in culture than his parents who
might be illiberate or who might have received little primary
education. - hgain particular personal behaviour of the
parents might not be liked by the students. And these sorbs
of instances might be more among the lowexgjg\ggﬁ,\g?em%per
castes.

Thus, the caste of ‘t'he students may be related in
many ways with the student. |

(2) Rural-Urban habitation of the gtudents :

For our purpose, we have regarded rural and urban
area as defined by the €ensus Report of Indig, 1951.
iAccor'ding to the report, areas having a population of 5000
jpersons and more and having some ¢ baracteristics are
:regarded as urban areas and the areas baving a population
;below 5000 persons are considered as rural areas. Places
'which constitute -rural area and those which ¢ mstitute urban
‘area, according to the Kalra District Cemsus Hand-book 1953,
. have been respectively considered so in the present inéuiryo
i(Table No.% shows the strength of population in the rural
' and urban areas of this district.)
| Burgl-urban habitabion has a significant sociological
fsignifiéance. ' The facilities for secondary education aze

~higher in the urban-area, hence comparatively the pooportion

. of the students belonging to the urban-area would be higher";

ifl?ne number of girl students also might be higher in bthe
:urban area. There is higher scope for civic amenities
'and comforts in the urban area, hence' te liking of the
student for the urbsn area might be more. Rural-urban

habitation might be relagbed with the quality of tthe sbudent,



Facilities for cinema sre mostly in btowns. Hence, it is
possible that the frequency of visit to cinema-houses may
be .more in the students belonging to such plac'es.' Rural-urban

hebitation may be relagbed with the size of the family of
the student. Rural-urban habitation may be related with
the guardian's proféssion and education, and these in turn
are related' with the student. Just as with caste, average
age 6f the student might be related with his rural-urban
habitation., Daily routine of the student may be relsted
with his habi;cation. Students' attachment to the family
might have some bearing wibth the rural or urban dwell ing.

There may be local and non-local studemts in schools

and they may have relatiwm with rural and urban area.
Non~local students have to spend some extra Gtime in coming
0 school and going back as they reside 3 to 4 miles away
from the school. It mgy be therefore that the quality of
the student may be related to whether the students are
local or non~local students., Non-local students wouldg geb
less time. Hence their participation in the extra~curricular
activities of the school would be less. Content of the
eritic isml of the students may be different in rural and
urban areas.

(3) Gundian's Occupation : Guardians are engaged in a number

of occupations. As 2 % population of the district is
dependent upon agriculture, we mey classify guardians?
occupations in, two broad categories viz., Agriculbture and
non-agriculf:ure.

Among those depending upon agriciifiture, there are
persons (i) mainly ﬁilling their own land, (ii) mainlyg

tenant cultivators, (iii) land-less agricultwa 1sbourers
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and (iv) non-cultivating landlords depending upon agriculture.

GuardiaﬁS'depehding upon non-ggriculturgl occupations
may be classified as depending upon ki) services, (il)
enlightened professions, (iii) business, (iv) artisan castes!
occupations, (iv) unskilled labourn, (vj Miscellaneous
occupations such as Yajmanvritti, jyotishi ebe.

Some occupations have low sociml status, while some
have higher socisl stétus; sdne occupabions are eccnomically
less advaﬁtageoﬁs while some are economic glly more gainfule

In 6pcupatioxis which are economically mere
advahtageous and which have higher social stabtus, the demand
| for ‘secondaxfy' educa‘t?ion would be high. Hence, like caste,
occupation of the guardian may be relabed to the camposibtion
of the students in secondary education. Student's attifiude
towards guardian's occupab ion andl his aspirations as regards
the line he wishes to join after passing S.5.C. Examination
as well as his preference for occupabtion mgy be related to
the occupation of +the guardian. Student's participation
in the family-work mgy be also related to the occupabtion of
the guardian. .

But it is impbrtent to note that occﬁpation of the
guardian and his caste have co-relationship as economically
more advantggeous occupations and occupations having hipher
sociagl status are dominated chiefly by the upper castes.

(4) Income of the family Iffrme-kevel of the fanily would

throw light upon the student's entrance in secondary

education, student's gquality, his qﬁuturle plan after passing

8.8.C. examination, his preference for the place of settiement
his participation in work around home, his wish to run

away from the famiily ete. . Bubt it is 4iff icult to ascertain

oty
s
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‘,t;he 1ncome—1eve1 of the fam::.ly as 60 % of th.e students ]
repo:r:ted tha‘b they dld not Know the :mc meé of their fam:..x.n.es.
Hﬁwever, most of the students have answered the ~que stion v:i.z.’
~' how does the student thn.nk the econom:.c condltn.on of his
‘—.fam:.ly - (1) Ver.:y good, (11) good, (ii:.) ord:.nary, (iv)
Lmed:.uﬁ and (v) poor. Though the sbudents' estlmates of the

‘ economic condltlons of the:ir famJ.J.:Les cannot be much relied
'upon,' we may observe 1t in relatlon to tbe quality of the

_ ~studen‘t;, student's- :Eeeling o:E runn:.ng away fromn the family

and such other matters. o L

- _(5) Guardlan's educatlon : Educéti’onfof ‘the; guardian has

been categorlseé as under

i) Ill:.terate,

C i) o Prmary -

| 1id) E _‘Vernacu.l.ar final passed, :
iv) "Secondary school- educ at:.on upto Matmculam.on or
. B.8. G.examz.natlon,
V) . Matriculation or S.8.C. ’exémination passed, .

E lvif) jUnder-graduate and’ d:.ploma ho.Lders, :

o vid)’ »Graduates and abcve. : '

Education of the guarda.an may be relat ed With the

‘A qual:.ty of the student. Whether the student th:.nks himself
advanced in Al cultux*e ' than h:t.s parents may be associateﬁ

_i w:.th 1ess or more educa'b‘lon of the guardlan. Guardian's
educata.on may bave bear:mg with “the dec:Ls:.on of the 's‘audent's

:ﬁ'uture. plan a.fter pass:.ng S S.C. exammation. Criﬁiciém of

‘ ) tne studem‘:s by the parent;s may be rela‘oed to the guardlan‘

educat:.on. _ D:le:u:ing for the studen’c's .Learnmg ma,y have

rela’a:.on w:Lth ’che gua;cd:.an's educat:.on.
Qualzty of the Student ’

Quallt;y of the student, as seen prevmously, may be
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reiated tolcaste,vruralpurbén and 1ocgl non-local hgbitation
and -education of the guardian.‘ Qualiﬁy of’tﬁe student in
its turn may be relgted with the student's decision regarding
what to do afber passing S.8.C. Examinabion. I% may'be
" related with the choice of 1line the student would like to
foliow aftber S.58.C. examing;ions Qnaiity of the sbudert
may have relgtionship with the age of the student. Quality
of Ghe student and dislike of the student by the teacher
ney be related. Cinema-hablt of the student and the
student's thinking of leaving his home may be seen in the
light of his quaﬁty. |

Our ultimate proﬁlem, thus, 1s to observe the growth
of secondary educat;on in Kairg disbrict and to observe some
aspects of the student's benasviour and ideology and to see
how they are related to some factors of the social setting;

The Procedure of Inquiry &

| 4 wogld be proper nerevto discuss briefly the
procedure hy which Ghe rieid under'inquiry has been
observed., ‘

The inquin§ was conducted among the secondary .
High School students in Kaira district in the year 1954. A
draft questionnaire was tried on sone students and the
time takgn’by them to complete it was recarded. It was
then decided that distribubtion and collection of the
guestionnalre forms should be carried out in Septémber and
from 10th November to 10th Decenmber,

The schools began their wark in the second week of
June. If the work of the inquiry were conducted in June

or July the students would have Been too fresh in their

new classes to represent the standard. In the first week



of Dci:ober, terminal examingtions were conducted and thereafte
Diwall vacation began; ending in first week of Nov em'ber.

Arter 20th December, preliminary examinat ion of the
students studying in S.8.C. c¢lass began and thereaifter
generally the schools arranged annual sports, soclal functions
etc. Hence in the first berm, the month of September and in
the second term the period between 0th November to 10th
December were most suitable for’ cmdncting the inquiry and
accordingly the questionnaire forms.'were digtributed.
Forfsunately no difficulty was experienced inl fixing a suitapble

time for each school as the Headmasters generally consented
tne‘time thét was suggested by the sponsor. The schools tried

to give every facilily to the sponsor and he in his tuen trid
to cause the minimum inconvénience and disturbance to the
schools. Excepting one school, work was f inished by 10th of
December, 1954,

(a) The Universe under observation :
The universe from which the sample was dramm comsisted

of the students from BO High schools, which were teaching upto
XI sbtandards (schools eligible for sending students to
secondary school certificate exazmination.)ﬁ‘
When the inquiry was made there were 54 ,High Schools in
Kaira District teaching upto XI standards. Out of them 3% were
girls' High schools which were not taken inbto inquiry as the
present inquiry is concerned with male students only. In
Balashinor taluka, when the inquiry was c onduc ted there was
obly one High School; and this High School was mobt taken inbo
inguiry. Hence, the sample consisted of students beionging to
these 4% High Schools, But the sample is not drawn from
all the students in these schools. Only the students bf

standard X and XI are included in the sample‘:

1 vm; High Schools ome atf Chaklashi and the othevy at Jalsan ‘
dred ot ih’\baﬂ'\' CG\\J\CQ'\"CQT\ fOY ﬁ’H’\ C.!,RS:"‘:_B\'\" *‘k'@-i"\_\a\\/e })QQ“ \_Yv\__s,\\’\d.ﬁct.
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Standard XT is the final standard in the secondary school
and the students in this standard appear for the secondary
school certificate 'examination' conducted by the Banbay

. State. 1

This examination, in general, is eqllivalent to
Matriculation examination that was ¢ mancted by the Bombay
University,' We may refer to the students in étandard X
as pre 8.8.C. and those in standard XI as S.5.C. svudents.

The total number of students in standard X and XI
in these 80 High Schools in Kaira distriet, according to
the school registers, during September to December, 195%,
was 5,435 exclusive of girl students. Of them, 3295 belonged
‘to standard X and 2166 to standard XI..

(b) The sample : ’

A ten per cent sample of the universe menbioned
above is taken ;forxinquir;)r. Seme schools have more than
one division in each standard. Every scnool maintainsd a
register of attendance of students for each such division.
Tne names of the students in Ghis reglster are generally
arrénged' in ’al;;)habéfo:'gcal or&er or caste and names of the
student. There is no selective order maintginea in the
names in the register._ ‘In few schools where the names were
not‘ alphabeticélly arranged, the sponsor arranged them so
for the purpdsé of taking sample. It was considered
convenient'and statistically harmless to select the students
in the following order '1,1’1,24 and so on from each div%sﬁén.
If the student whose name was selected was absent, a student
next to nini in the register was taken up. But the numper
of vabsentee's, Iortunately, was’ insigniric ant.

The total sample consists of 580 students. Out of
them 355 belong to standard X and 225 belong to standerd XI.

1 Frem Octobey |19460, 55 €. Bxam: in duyaral
Ye - L
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(¢) Distribution and Response

The students who were selected to answer the
questionnaire from one school were made to sit ;i.n one class
in that sc‘aooi. The inguirer himself distribubed the forms
to them and explained Ghe purpose and importance of the
inquiry. Throughout the time that the students wrote the
questionmmires the ipguirer was present in the class-:oom
in order to clear any doubts that srose from the questions.

After completing the form, a student was allowed to
go.  The time Gaken to complete answeriné the questionnaire
depended upon the guality of the student. However, a
large majority of the students conpleted thelr work within
forty-tive to L£ifty m’.inu*ses'.‘

| Care was Taken to see that the students did nct
consulty one another. In two\ places, where the number was
high, 4the inguirer took the help of his friend who was a
teacher, to assist nim. Care was taken to put the students
at their ease and Ghey were not required to write their
names on the forms. Afbter observing the students while they
were writing and after observing their complet—ed forms, the
inguirer is of the opinion that the students have shown
conscientiousness in their work.

(4) Questionnaire :

The aim of this inquiry is to know some personal
characteristics of the student, his attachment to the family
and some aspects of his behaviour and ideology and to see
how they are related t9 some factors of his‘ social setting.
Taking these in view, the questiomiaire was prepared which

is shown in Appendix 'AY,



