REGARDING THE THESIS |

Some work in the field of high-school youth has
already béen done. It has suggested the future line of
work. I héve studied the‘high~échool youth mainly against

?%the city, urban, rural set up which has not been done so
‘far by anj single study. I have also checked my findings
by compgring tﬁem with findings in similar épheres by
others in general and by the Kaira inquiry in particular.

Starting with the presumption that the educated
youth is to occupy positions ofkimportance in the times
to come, I have made a descriptive study of the high-

“school youth in this thesis. In doing this I have first
looked into the social setting from wﬁicﬁ the students
come. I have then examined the student end his habits, snd
detefmined hi; attachment to and his place ;n the family.
I have also‘observédnthe‘impabtnof education on the high-
‘school youth - partiéﬁyafly in respe?€~6f his estimation
of himself‘and his aspirations.

Further, I héve also emperically tested the vague
populér notion tﬁat'education has widely sprgad.

‘1 may be permitted, in view of the above, to claim

that my work is an original contribution based on the

discovery of new facts and tends to the general advancement

!



of knowledge in the field of socioclogical study of
present-day youth groups.

I take this opportunity to express my sincere and
deep gnatitude to Professor I.P. Desai, Professor of
Sociology, for his sympathetic guidance but for which

the present inquiry could not have been completed.

Baroda, )

" )
162 January, 1962.) B.G. DESAI



CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM"

Background:
The educated youth can be reasonably expected

to be disturbed by the high rgte at which the changes
are téking.place in the neture and number of groups.
It is he who is to occupy an important position, in one
or the gther walk of life, in times to come. Hence
arose a desire to study the youth. But soon number of
‘@questions aroses Which youth? Of where? How to study
him? What to study about him? |

It was in“midst 6f.these‘§uestio£s that a path
became gradually visiﬁle. The places where the youth
_ eould be located had %o be determined. They are avail-
able in groups in sch@ols and colleges; there are many
others in employment énd still others who are neither
in an educational ins?itution nor iﬁ employment. Since
it is the educated youth who will play an important
‘role injthe future gné as it is he who is likely to
) ibe an active reéipient of change, we confined to the
‘studeﬁt youth, But thére vhom do we study? The youth
at the school? Or at the college? And from where?
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A perusal -of work done in similar studies
enabléd to decide this matter.

The pioneerlng ‘sociological work in this sphere
was done by Professor I.P. Desai in his survey on
the 'Highschool Students in Poona'.1 His study was
confined to the éity highsehool students of classes
X and XI. He studied the impact of the several
social factors such as the place of stay, the caste,

. thé oécupaiion and the economic condition of the
heads of the family, on the students. We can do no
better than to qﬁpte him as regards the conclusion’

_ he arrives at: 'Perhaps the most striking feature
of our results is, in opposition to popular notion,

% the students’ voluntary acceptance of family

% regulatiens......' It seems that the pattern of the
students’ relation to his locality via his family
and his caste is based on the same principles as
those of the village communities in India.?! 12

'N:th the object of 1nvestigating the conditions
un&erxwhich the gtudent‘populapiog lives’anﬂ problenms
of vita; ;onrt,to the students_iy particulgr and

the nduntry,inugeheral?; a survey was made and a

-

1. High School Students in Poona, Deccan College,
Poona, - 1953,
2, Ibida P. 80.
~/ 3¢ Report on the Survey of the Higher Secondery
- Students of Lucknow Dzstrict, Vol I,
U.P. Governmcnt, P.1.
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‘neportgpubliébeé (1952), by a committee appointed by
the Govermment of Uttar Pradesh, of higher secondary
students of Lucknow disttiét; This survey wgs'for
four classes of higher secondary schools viz. IX, X,

' XI and XII and, therefore, included, in fact,
students nof only of high schoo;s,Abnt also of
colleges. Further, this survey did not study the
student in relation te the urbane-riral habitation,
which is sociologically a éignificant variable.

1 done by Prefessor N.

.:Similarly, another study
fVedamaﬁiﬁﬁanual, is from the educational point of view
and concerns mainly with problems like the educational
achievements in relation to facilities like library,
lighting, accommodaxion, furniture,.tuitidn, etcy
and ihg hobbies, interests and pursuits of the students.
This study also, like the Lugkpow survey, did not
study the student in relation to the urban-rural
habitation of students.

- These studies indicated which youth is to be
studied and also suggested the manner in which he is

to be studieds

4. The Socio-economic conditions of highschool
pupils in Coimbatore district - a report of the
research project conducted in 1958-59.
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Whereas the Poona survey studied the ¢ity high
school student; and though the Lucknow Survey and the

Coimbatore Project, studied the district high school
, student; none of them studied the student in relation
to rural;urban set up. Hence, the study to be now
made, must be a study, xnywhich tﬁe student is studied
in the. several soeipiogical aspects, against the backe
ground of city, urban and rural hapitation (defined
later). A distriét in which these areas could be
cléafly demarcated had to be selected for study.
There were the Ahmedabad, Sérat and Baroda districts
of this type. But in view of the fact that a study of
one district gKaira) of Central Gujarat was made by
Dr. A.S. Patel,’ it vas-decided to take up Baroda
district, geographically adjécent to the Kaira
‘district, .80 that whole of Central Gujarat could be
covered ups ‘ |

' Ndw, in the Barods district, the University
student vas studied by Dr. B.V. Shah.2 There was no
pq}gt_in pursuing the college youth. Hgnée, the high

' 1. Social background of hifh school students in
Kaire district. (Thesis

2. The social background of the students of the
Meharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. (Thesis)

H



school youth studyiné in the two higher classes of
the high school namely, SeS.Cs (01ass X1) and pre-
S¢8.Ce (CIass X) classes, were selected for study.
Here also the girls were exc;uded from the inquiry.
If“théy were to be included, two different sets of
approaches would have been required. Girls have
different types of tasks to perform than the boys,
they have a status in the family which is not as
high or as important as of the boys. That could be
done for a.éompafative;stﬁdy. But we have not qade
the'p#esenf inquiry so ambitious.

Thus, we are concerned with making a socio-
loglcal study of the h1gher-class male high-school
students, in the Baroda district,

Now, inspite of the fact thatlthe content of
‘education is the same everywhere, we find that there
are differénces observed in the students: differences
in their personal habits like food, dress, cinema
etc.; in their relation with tﬁeir parents and in
respect of their own aspirations.

Natura}ly wé do not expect uniformity in these
matters. There may be @ifférences in some, and
similarities in some otherse Again, these similarities

-and difféfencesAmay‘be to a-smallér or greater extent.



Hoxf{y we.deal with 1’c; CTTU T
| But, then, how can these similarities or differ-

ences be eiplainedé Very obviously the content of
education cannot have anything to do with it for it
is the same for all the students. In order that these
can be'explained, it is heeessary to study the social
background into which the students are llving, the
sociographic features of the students; how they
behave .and what habits they hawe; what they think
about themselves, thexr guardians and others, and what
their aspiraxxons are.

A study of these aspects will gzive us facts
~ about the students, but these facts are not to be left
‘as facts alone, for left as that, it would be of
little'import;nce and not of much significance. We
will,‘fherefore, study these facts in relation to the
main significant variables éf;Rﬁral, Urban, City
habitaiion of students whiép may explain these facts.
- Let us explain ﬁow the significance of this
variable. ' ‘
Rural, urben, city hsbitation of students:

‘The division of areas into rural, urban and city
has been made on positive points of difference. o

erea is permanently ufbag or permanently rural. An

~



' increasing tendency of urbénising of rural areas is
noticable.. The facilities and comforts provided in an
area, the: lay out, the construction, the marketting

»possibiiitiés, recréation? ‘houses, parks and public
places, clubs and community- bodles, hospitals and
health resorts, telegraphs and telephones, approaches
to the railway 1ing and the nearness to it; the
concentra@ion of'popﬁlation, the way of life: all go
to determine the difference between the areas.

| The areas compriséd by the Baroda district

‘qould,'for purposes of our inquiry, be divided into
three groups: i) city, ii) urban and iii) rural.

The %f&iis a place Qhere‘pOpulation,is
concentrated_ip rather congested areas. It has rapid.

-wéys of"communication.‘It has a culturél heritage
iall ‘its own. It has a complex economic system. It has
unlimlted wealthe

But the city carries its influence beyond its
own territofiai‘boundg also. It thus does not only
characterise people who actually dwell in the city,
bgf others who stay on the periphery of{its bounas;

~ According to the extent to which this influence is

réceivéd and felt, the areas are ﬁre&éed as urban or

rural. Thus understood,'the to&n (ufban) aregs has
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greater:influence of the city and it has to é grester ‘
extent imbibed the city way of life, than the area wé
have called rural. This, however, does not mean that the
rnrai.grea'is completeiy free from city or urban
_influence. What is meant is only this that the influence
is not to an extent to give up its rural traits.
According to the 1951 Census ﬁeport’ithé district
has only one ¢ity, namely, Baroda with a population
of nearly two lacks of persons. There are other areas
which are included under urban and the se essentially
‘ are the Taluka headqugrters or the Taluka towns. We
have generally accepted the urban afea as defined by
the Census Report of India, 1952, wherein an area
having a population of 5000 ﬁérsons and more end having
some urban cha;acteristics are regarded as the urban
areas. in the pfesent inquiry, urban areas comprises
‘the,town of Sokhda in Baroda taluka, and .the taluka
towns of Chhotaudeipur, Dabhoi, Jabugsm, Karjan, Padra,
Senkheda, Savli, Sinor and Waghodia. These are included
Aunder the urben area because'they are not of the nature

of tﬁe éity of Baroda nor are they of the nature of

rurel area. It must be noted here that i) Jabugam and

1. Baroda District Census Report (based on the 1951
Censug), 1952.

!
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. Naswadi talukas have no town - urban area - under them; -

‘and ii) Bahadharpur in Sankheda taluka is included in

this inquiry in the rural area and not in the urban area

. as 1s done in the Census Handbook, for it displays

_more rural‘tréits thén urban and also has population

of 4,936 persons; and iii) Sokhada in Baroda taluka
haying a population of 5,273 persons end having other

urban traits is ineluded in the urban area in this

inquiry, though it is.includeé in village .in the Census
‘Handbook. The areas with a population below 5000 are

considered as rural areas. In the present inquiry,
rural area comprises the villages of Bgﬂya, Bhaili,
Chandod, Karvan and Mandala in. the Dabhoi taluka;
Jabugam and Pavi in the Jabugam talukaj Choranda and
Rarod in the Karjan taluka; Masar Road, Mobha Road and
Sadhi in the Padra taluka; Bahadharpur, Bodeli and»‘
Kosindra in the Samkheda taluka; Bhadarva, Sandasal
and Wejpur in the Savli talukaj; Sadhli in Sinor taluka
and Jg;od in the Waghodia taluka.

The urban rural habitation has an imbortant socio;
logical significance. It is obvious that facilities
for secéndary andlhigher education will be more in a

city than in a town and it would be still less - almost

nil « in the case of the rural area. BEven if we look
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at the number of high schools that are in the Baroda
city, in the Taluka towns i.e. an urban erea and in the
villages i.es rural area, and if Qe compare this with
the area and the population which they cover, this

fact will be more evident. And also, as its consequence,
the number of students will be more in the city and
less end less in urban and rural areas. These we
examine in Chapter II.

The facilities available in the city and the towns
may have its advantages and disadvantages on the
student. world. We will try to observe the extent to
which city, urbgn or rural habitation has its effect
on the habits of the studenﬁ, on his mode of behaviour,
on his gs;i?atiqgs agg aép%fatiqu. .

A study of the students against their rursal,
urban and q;ty set up may expléin several facts, but
~ in order that these facts mey be still better explaine
ed they have to be put and eiamingd in relation to
the sevéralvsocidbgical aspects such as ; '

414, Caste of students
Y2. Education of Guardian, -
J3. Occupation of Guardian.
44, BEconomic condition of Guardian.,
We consider below the significance of these

aspects.
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i) Caste of Studentss
As a result of the educational policy of the then

ruler of the Baroda State, late His Highness Sir

Sayajirao III, education at all stages was thrown open

[ N

to all - irrespective of caste or community, creed or
religion or sex differences. And yet it is an undeniable
fact that not all castes have come forwerd in en equal
measure té take advantage of educational opportunities
afforde¢ at several stages including primary education
which was made free and compulsory by him, 'long before
the rest of India had done more than think of the free
and compulsory education of the peoﬁle as something
desirable but hardly axtainable',j,in the year 1905-6.
This is because of the reason that every caste
has its own treditions, its own taboos, its own
conventions and has a histor1cal background of its own
and therefore, whereas some castes are obviously
recaéﬁ:sable as advanced in matters educational,
economical and cultural, others are observed to be back-
ward. From traditions, some casteé may be enjoying the
Place of predominent social position then the rest in

the entire social set upe It is only of late that the

1. Bareda Gazetter, Vol. II. P.30.



12

lower castes have been exerting (partly on their own
and mgigly by State support) to cgme fo}ward and be
on par‘w;th«the level attained by the advanced castes.
These differences between the background of the
different castes are bound to be reflected in the
~ student to a considerable extent. It will be our
endeavour to observe in which aspects of the student's
life, these differences become manifest end how could
they be expléinéd.
| It is quite possible that the students of the
higher ca@tes may be eontfasted with the fellowe
students of: the lower castes in matters of civil
condition, habits, estimations, aspirations etc. Even
in matter of friendship pattern it is possible that the
friendship amongst the students be confined %o
individuals of equal level castes or higher level
castes ?atﬁer than of the 1o;;r level castes. So also,
students' choice of oééupakion; plabe of settlement
and future.course of study‘may be observed to be
related wiﬁh'his caste.

, Thﬁs, caste'is an important sociological aspect
for thé study of the student, as it would be related
to the student. in é particular way or in a variety

of wayso
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2) Education of the Guardians:

It is quite natural that the children of educated
pqrents would not ﬂbrmally remain without agy
education, That is because the guardiens have a
positive interest in the welfare of the child and
they know it further that the future welfare of their
wards resés on their receiving education. No educated
guardian therefore, is or can afford to be negligent
‘about his ward's education: But not all guardians are
educatg& and it will therefore be our task here to
categorise the guardians of students in light of
thgir\educational achievement ahd observe if
guardians' education has any relation with the
composition of the student population and with the
‘hapits’and behaviour of the student, with his
estimations‘and aspirations. It is likely that the
 general outlook of a student of educated parents may
be different from the general outlook of the students
whose parents are not educated.

3) Occupation of Guardiansi _

The occupations followed by the guardians depend
upon several factors, but the occupation in vich a
guardi an ig engaged has something positively to do
with shaping the student and moulding him. It is by
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observing'the'guardian in his_pccupaxion that the
student forms his opinion about his»guardian'g
occupation, éuardian’s interest in him and in the
family. Further, a student would be enjoying a social .
status in the school and the outside community in
relatiq# to the soéialkstaxus of the occupation of his
guardian - as some occupations have higher social
staxug rather than certéin others, and as some
occupatiens have higﬁer economic rewérd as compared to
certain others.

It would therefore be pertinent to observe
whether guardian s occupation has something to do with
the future plans of the student, with his like or dis=-
like for guardien's occupation, with his choice of
occupationo

It is alse possible that the student may come %o
jﬁdge the social values in accordance with what he has
observed and felt about his guardian's occupation.
There ﬁay also be a possible correlation between the
economic condition of the family and the occupation of
the guardian.
4),Eéonomic condition of Gu;rdians

Thé econamic condition Qf a family to a consider-

able extent determines its place in society. Income

gives a social prestige and a social status. This



enables the economi?glly well-placed to respond to
the available educational opportunities in ways differ-
ent fréﬁ the'ecenomicaliy‘han&icappéd. The : income
level of a family may have its effect on fhe habits
_of the student, on his behaviour, and on his
éstimaiions and aspirationé. The income level of a
family is generally difficult to ascertain and the
methgd:of determining the economic condition of the -
family has ﬁeen on the basis of rating the students
have déné of their families_as very good, good, average,
ordinary and poor. The reliability of the students!
rating of his economic condition may be questioned,
but that is the only rating available to us, and hence
we g0 by it. '

Thus thé present inquiry concerns itself with
the student of higher classes of high schools, who is
presumed to piay an important role in the society.
We’are:intending to observekin.what respeets and to
what extent the existing social §ﬁructnré affects the
educants who are $o occupy the positions wherever
eduéatéd persons are required. With this end in view
it tries to describé the habits, interests, estimates
and aspiraxjons of the studénts end point out whether

there ig any relationship between these and their
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social éharacteristics such as thgir city-urban-rural

"residence, their caste, religiomns, their family,

ecanoﬁib‘condit;on and theirtgﬁardiagsf education and

6ccupa£ion.
s PROCEDURE OF THE INQUIRY:

It would be appropriate to discuss in brief the
procedure followed in this inquiry.
(a) Questionnaires

A questionnaire (Appenéix 'A') was devised in
Gujerati and administered to the students of Classes X
(pre-s.é.c;) and XI (S.S.C.) of the highschools in the

district of Baroda. The results contained in this

inqniry;are based on the invgstigation of the ansvers
‘given tp,éeverai qugstiens contained in the questione-
naires ‘ | ‘

In the preparation of the questionnaire, the
questlonnaires of the previous 1nquiries were taken as

£a basis,_and while some of»tha,questions pertaining

-to the social background wereiretained with but little

alterations, the questidns relating to students'

" habits were altered where necessary, and the questions

in regard to the place of the students in the family

and hxs attitude to relzg1on were added.

¥
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(b) The universe under observations

) The universe, from which the sample is selected,
éonsisﬁed of boy students of 52 High Schools of the
Barcda'District;'B.High Schools méént exclusiveiy for
Girls in the Baroda city are not included in this. A -
high school is treated as one which provides for
impartipg insiruction upto and ineluding the S.8.C.
éléssgé and sends its students for the Secondary
Sehool ﬁertificéte,examiﬁation conducted by the S.S.C.
‘Examination Board of the Gujarat State. In the year
1960—61, the year of inquiry, there were in all, 57
high—sghools and 31 secondary schools. The total
nunber of male students in the 52 high schools of the
‘distriet during the year;of inquiry was 6,477, of
whom 2,674 were stud&ing in the S:S.C. le;s and 3,803
in the.preés.s.c. class;.Thus the universe under
observation is of 6, 47? students.
(c) The Sample:

Alittle over 8% sample of these 6,477 male
students, to be exact, 540, is taken for this inquiry.
The sample has been selec¢ted on an at random basis
from aégh of the 52 high schools in the district. Most
of éhe‘sehools have the alphabetical list of the

students on their rolls and from the se every thirteenth
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" number was taken. Where“the rolls were not alphabet=
ically srranged, they were so arranged by the
inquifer end thereafter students were selected in
this manner. In case the student selected was absent,
‘whichzwas ihdeed rare, the student next after him in
the alphabetical list was selected. In all 540
students thus selectéd formed the sample.
(4) Field works

The draft questionnaire was ready by about the
middle of August;‘1960. It was printed by the end of
August. Thé months of September, November and December
were considered to be most suited for administering
the questionnaire to the students., The academic
sessiéq in a schopl.commences in June, the terminal
examination is in October end hence the month of
September wds considered the best for field-work. A
large number of schools of the city and a few from
the urban end rural éreaé'; could be covered during
this éonth. The rest could be done in the months of
" November and December, 1960, The field-work commenced
from the 1st September, 1960 and was concluded by
‘thé 20th Qeqember, 1960. All efforts were made to
secure full co-operation from the Principals of the

gigh schools « The inquirer wrote to them asking for
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their sppointment. He then met them personally and
explained the natnré of work he was undertsking and
solicited their co-operation. They were gooé enough to
give a day and time vhen the inguirer could meet the
students and administer them the questionnaire. But
for the active co-eperation of the Principals of the
schools the field-vwork programme could not have been
executed as planned. Fortunately, some of the schools
vere meeting in the morning and hence two schools
could b; done in g day in the city.

(e) Distribution and Response:

At most of the plaees, the inqulrer himself went,
either‘alene or with his assistants, and sdministered
the questionnaire to the students.. The sample students
were céllected in one room, they were brought in a
state of ease, expleined in Gujarati the purpose of

the questionnaire, were requested to co-operate by

‘answering all questioﬁs, as far as possible, end never

to answer any question wrongly; were taken inte
confidence that)nothing’ef what they wrote as answvers-
will be uéed against them or will be made publice In
a friendly and congenial atmosphere the students
answered the questiqnnaife. The response from the

students was indeed very appreciablee. They took the
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required beriod of time in answering the guestionnaire
end responded to the questionnaire quite satisfactorily.
It took o little over 90 minutes for a student to
answer the questionnaire.

(£) Pilot Report:

A pilot report was prepared for the urban area on
completion of the field-work of that area. This was
considered useful, before undertaking the detailed
report of the entire sample. And it proved tc be useful.
It enabled to work out some methodological details. It
even suggested the frame-work of the report for the
full sample. What is more, it gave the inguirer an

opportunity to devise a 'Percentage Reckoner'.



