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CHAPTER II

THE DISTRICT

In order to be able to appreciate the soecial
set up of the district, it is desirable to know its
physical set up, for the two are iﬁ some ways releted.
Hehce; here we study some of tﬁe physical aspects
of the distriqt by meking a brpad geographical survey
of the district. Having dbng that we will also in
this éhapter consider the distributiop of schools
and discuss the need and supply of educational
facilities in the areas as well as the agencies which
control and those who avail of these facilitiess
The 014 Prant ;n& Present Districts

' We cannot lose sight of the fact that the present
Baroda district has emerged'out of a part of the
geographical territories of the old Baroda Prant, as
it waé known till 1949, when the Baroda State was
merged Qith the then Bombay State.

' The Beroda Prant had the river Narmada to mark

its squthern boundary, and on the North was the
British Indien terriﬁory of th§‘present Kaira district.

In the centre of the Baroda Prant lay the capital of
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the State, Baroda, 'a city of long history. The Prant
had an argé of 1933 sq.miles and adpopulatidn of about
8% lakhs.

The Baroda Prant could be territofially divided
into two ﬁartsl- the Eastern and the Western., The
Easteré part included the talukas of Samkheda, Savli
end Waghodia, which are all retained in the present
d;striqt. But, coﬁseduent upon the merger of the
Baroda State with the then Bombey State, the Hastern
‘boundary of the Baroda district 1s changed snd now
are included in the Baroda district the former Indian
Staﬁes‘of“ChhdtapUdgibur, Semkhede-Mewas (small
ﬁhakraﬁs on the bank of Narmada river), Pandu;Mewgs
(small thakrats on ‘the bank of Mshi river) and
‘Bhadsrva - now territorially distributed over the mew
talukas of Chhota-udeipur, Jabugam snd Naswadi, and
the'former:talukas‘of ?adra, Samkheda, Savli and
Waghodiae ‘ i

'Tﬁe weste?n part was divided into three subeparts..
The rifers were taken as natural determinant of bound-
aries. Of these three parts, one, Chérotér, wes an
area bétween the rivers Mahi and Sabarmati, comprising
the talukes of Petlad and Bhadran. They mow form a
ypart of the Kaira district. Two, Vakal, is an area
between the rivers Mahi and Vishwemitri and it

-’
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comprised the central talukes of Baroda and Padra.

These talukas remain under the present Baroda district.
Three, ﬁanam,,is an area between the rivers Jambu and
Narmada and it comprised the southern pert of the
Baroda taluka, and Karjan, ‘Sinor and Dabhoi talukas, |
These talukas are aléb retained in the present Barcda
district.

Thus, the old Baroda Prant of Gaekwad State under-
vent soﬁe change in its areal extent and the delimit-
ation of its outline since its merger in the Indian
Union. (Refer the map).The present outline Baroda
district, has emefged as a result of the transfer of
some pafts of old Baroda Pfant to other districts and
addition of some former Indian States and villages.
While the original division lost the tglukasrof Petlad
and Bha@arén, this loss of territory was more than
compensated by the sddition of former Indian States of
Chhota-Udeipur, Samkheda snd Pandu-Mewas and a village
of Panchmahal district. The present district has eleven
_sub-divisions or talukes with a total area of 2788.3

.sq.'milés. The table below gives comparative ides of

i

4‘5'1.']3aused on Vadodra Prant Sarva Sangraha,
Pe 103~-104. _ :
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the Prent as it was in 1941 and the district as in 1951.

TABLE 2.1
1941 ) 1951

Sr.. Talukas + Area in Srs Telukes Area in
No. sqQ. Nee. ' ‘ Qe

miles. miles.
1+ Baroda 241 | 1« Baroda 263.1
2, Bhadaran 86 2. Chhotaudepur 434.1
3+ - Dabhoi 217 - 3. Dabhoi 249.0
4, .Karjan "~ |"237 4. Jebugem 3194
5« Padra : 202 5. Karjen 232.4
6. ?etlad 183 6. Nasvadi 212.4
7. Samkheda | 215 7. Padra 209,0
8. Savli o 212 '8¢ Samkheda 253.6
9« Siner 124 9., Savli 31449
10, Tilakwada 38 10. Sinor 114.4
1. Waghodia 167 11. Waghodia 185.7

Baroda
Cantonment 11
1933 278843
This shows that the area of the district has been

enlarged by more than 850 sqe miles, but more significant

then' the simple fact of areal increase is the eddition

of some of tﬁe ﬁnﬂéradevelopeé, rather under-developed,
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aregs lying on the slopes of Satpura hills on the east-
ern flaﬁk of the district.
Soil, Temperature etc.t

Thg'district has a general conétruetionai slope
from East to West and the two rivers Narmesda and Mshi
mark its southern and northern boundaries respectivelye.
The drainage pattern éf the district appears to follow
the natural slope. Located wi thin the tropics, the
diétrict has a 'hot' climate; moderated only by the
approach of rainy and winter seasons. June is the
hottest and Jahnary ihe coldest months of the year. -

There are primarily two types of soils in the
district - the residual and transporteds. The residual"
-s50ils are usually blaeck, called locallyas 'Kali' and
tge t:ansportgd so0ils are the result of the transported
alluvium, locally called as 'Besar' and ‘'Gorat',

Thé flat plain of the district has not permitted
the growth of natural vegetation on it. Only the
sgriculturally unsuitable land is under grassland or
forest. u

There is not muchrgg irrigation in the dzstrict
and the main crops are[;a:;r. wheat and pulses. None
food crops are represented by oil-seeds, cotton and

other fibres, drugs and narcotics énd fodder crops.

The district is growing industrially, but it has

"
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already set in it, textile mills, chemical concerns
‘and ginning;factpries. The four textile mills are all
in the citf. The leading chemical concerns are alse in
" the city. The ginning factories are spread over the
district and are located particularly in the cotton
producing aieas. Bajwa, Karjan, Sinor and Dabhoi have
ginning as an industrial operstion.

Settlements end populstions
There is a uniform distribution of settlements in

the disfrict with gfeax;r concentration along the
transport routes. No habitable part of the district

is ignored by the peéple. There are 'in all 1710 settle;
ments iﬁ the district comprising of 1700 ‘villages and
10 towns.! The rural population of thé district is
8497,528 (75+13%) in contrast to urban population
which is 2,97,218 (24.87%) of which 17.17% is in the
city:. This works out to a density of 401 persons to
the'sq.mileg The density, however, is not uniform and
variést;with\the'akailéble resoﬁrces. The plain region
around ﬁéroéa in a radius of about 20 miles has a

popnlation_density higher than the rest of the district.

This’isfprobably because of the nearness to and the

1. As per Baroda District Census Handbook, 1951s
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influence of the city.

The density of talukas of district

TABLE 2.2
Sr. City/Taluk;f~- Area in Total Density p;r
No. ‘ \ sqemiles population sgemile.*®
1.  Beroda city 10,9  2,11,407 19,219.00
2, - Baroda Taluka 263.4  1,37,521 522.89
3. Chhota -Udepur 434.,1 1,09,426 252,13
4, Dabhoi 249.0 99,819 ' 400,87
5. Jabugem  319.4 83,613  *  265.24
6. Karjan 2324 72,838 313.95
7. Naswadi - 212.4 72,393 341447
8. Padra 209.0  1,16,472 - 55728
9. Samkheda 29346 90,441 356446
10, Savii 314:9 - 1,08,363 344,00
1. Sinor - 1144 41,387 354427
12. Waghodia 185.7 51,066 272437

Totals  2799.2 11,94,746 427459

- Based on District (Baroda) Cemsus Handbook - 1951.
*Foﬁ working out the density of éopulaxion per
sq. mile, the total area in séo miles is converted to
the next:higher integer where it was more than .5 and

. was retained to the given integer where it was less

than 050
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The two talukas of Chhotaudepur eand Jabugam in
the North»east part of the dlstrlct have population
density which stand 1n sharp contrast to the population
density 1n the rest of the district. Baroda has the
highest density whloh radially decreases on all sides.
The areas between ‘Baroda city and the perlpherial
.zone of the district have an intermediate density as
is evident from the figures for Padra end Dabhoi
" talukas. The_density, however, does not decrease so
ra@idly to the West, as on the East.

3011 fertility is a very important determinent
of the population distribution. Dabhoi, Karaan and
Sinor palukas show & fairly high density, just because
of their soil which is the only natural economic
resour?e. The aQVantageaﬁsvposition in the orbit of
urban influence'has ﬁushed up yhe densitg of Padra
and even of Dabhoi. The talukas in thevexfreme east
like Chhotaudepur and Jaihgam are forested, hilly and
far from the city of Baroda. They are the tribal areas.
Their limited economic potentials having failed to
sugporf ; large population have restricted the density.
'éize 6f settlementss:

The district is not verj urbanised and majority

of the settlements are supported by agriculture and
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and possess the rural characteristicse About 90% of
the settlements have population of less than 1000
pe rsons, though the greatest number is accounted for

by small villages with population less than 500.
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. )éettlements with a population of more than 1000
persohs are located either along the fransport routes
or on the river banks. The cultivation of cash-crops
haé presented the problem of #ransport_and the
thorough fares as factors of settlement location have
become vepy 1ﬁportant.

‘ A settlement yith a pépuxaxion of less than 500
is a small agricultural hamlet. Another with a
population of ﬁearly 1,000 retains some provision
shops; with a primary school and a weekly market. A
population of more than 2,000 in a settlement is
indicétiye of a full-fledged vernacular school, a
village panchayat headquarters and even a stationary
store. A town with a p0pulation‘of about 5,000
peréoﬁs shows some of the characteristics of urban
settlements, in that it has a post office, atleast a
medical practitioner, some general stores, a market
to caﬁef for the surrounding areas, and occasionally
a éolice station and g high school. This also serves
as a cpllection and distribution centre.

Most of the settlements with more than 5,000
VPOpulaiion'are taluks headquarters - equivalent to
counﬁyy'pf England - and are usually classed as urban

settlements. The‘towns of the district are mor%pr less
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distribﬁted uniformly, oeccupying, Qith the exception of
Sinor, the central position of the taluka. Baroda has
the‘iaréest,population namely 2,11,407 in 1951, and is
treatedinot as a town but as a city. Baroda is notfonly
having the advantage of being located on the broade
gauge Wésteiﬁ raiiwa&,‘buf it has also got the
higtorical momentum by virtue of its becoming the State
cepital of Gaekwads for about two centuries. It is both
a cultural ‘and industrial city. The residential
univérsity with practically the maximum number of
faculties in Gujarat State is the unique feature of the
éitj. The city hés aiso a stable economic dbase provided
by a good number of industries. The 0ld princely
capital which was a show piecg of Gujarat,gradually
obtained, in an increasing measure, an industrial
ascht.:The ¢ity has attained a more balapced ratio
betweeniits basic and non;basic economic activities.
Déveloped initially between the four walls, it exploded
outside with the growth of population and the progress-
ive réaiiéatgon of the futility of having a valled
city; This, however, was not allowed to happen
haphazardly and a planned start was given with wide
roads, imposing buildings end in even one way traffic
in some parts of the cityes Today it is not only a

L
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cultural cen@re of Gujarét-but serves as a nodsl point
in regional. economy of the districte.

Not only the economy of the whole district is
orientated to ﬁaroda, Baroda itself serves as a region-
al capital through a hierarchy of sub-regional centres.
The towhs of the second and third grade, both in size
and'funétion, serve as intermediate link between the
main city and the rural areaé. The‘rural-nrban inter-
action is a two-way process, in as much as the villages
rely on the towns end the city for the sale of their
_ raw materials and for the purchase of finished goods,
while the towns serving as.functionalncentres render
serviyeé to the countrysiae and depend for their trade
on the farm productse. ,

Thg classification of settlements in different
groups shows that there is a hierarchy of centres from
the smaileét hamlet to the biggest city varying not

only in‘theif size but also in the magnitude of
‘ functionse Most of'the towns above 5,000 are the taluka
headquafters, and they not only have small funetional
field but also have an: administrative arez under
their c§ntrol. Most of these small towns have sprung
up because of their central location and the need for

services in the surrounding area. This explains the
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uniforﬁiy spacing of the towns. The towns are connect-
ed b& metalled roads and enjoy good communication
means. -

These physical characteristics of the regions
have influenced education in two wayss Firstly, in the
distribution of schools, and secondly, in the social
background of the students. Of these two, we study
the first influence in what follows in this chapter
and the other we will study in Chapter III and the

subsequent chapters.

Number of boys/girls studying in high schoolss

I3
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It will be seen that a large bulk of students
' 54463% b%loné to the city, whereas the others are
distribu%ed over the urban end the rural areas with
123,85% and' 21452% respectively. Viewed in relation to
>§opﬁlatibn, as discussed above, it wiil be found that
) whereas the city has 17.17% of the total population its
student populatzon in the inquiry is 54.,63%; the urban
area has 7.70% of the total population and 23.85%
student Populaxlon and the rural area has 75¢13% of
the toﬁai population but hés‘on1y~21.525 of the student
popnlaxion. Pereentage taking education is highest in
the smallest percentage of pepulation and also the
smallest area and conversely, percentage taking
‘educatiop is lowest in the largest percentage of
populéti%n~and the largest area. Thus the city and the
towns are able to send students to the high-schools
‘~near1y thrice their claim, whereas the rural area is
;able to send less than even 1/3 of the students it can
claim to send ‘on the basis of their population. The
eity and=the towns are therefore very much representeé
.and the rural areas are very much under represanted at
the leval of seoondary education.

Even in case of university education ‘only 14%

students come from rural arease The places with

i
l
|
|
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population of more than 1,00, 000 whzoh we may call
oihies, contribute about 43% of the students. About
39% af students belong to places whose nopulatzon
ranges between 50,000 and 1 00 GOO. ,

‘ Thus, the city, urban and rural residence of the
:&v” student acts as a selective agency. Though the /

educational institutions are open to all the eity and

town populatzon are able to take its advantage much
mare than the rural populatxon.

Similarly, caste is the second selectlve agency.
‘Of the 540 students under the sample, 59, 64% students
belong to the 3 upper castes of Brahmln, Bania and |
Paxidar, of whom 17 04% ere Brahmins, 16.85% Banias
and 25 75% Patldars. Now, in the total populatlon
there are 5% Brahmlns, 4% Banias and 11% Patidars. In
regard to ‘the backward castes we flnd that in case of
lower intermedlates the populatzon percentage is 17%
whereas their student papulaticn in the 1nquiry is
Te 11%.‘The lover castes have the largest percentage
(i,e. 2§%) of the total population, but their student

population is 5.56%‘qn1y. Harijans (untouchables) are
|

"1, Report on an 'inguiry into Physical Norms of
Gu;arat University Students, P.17.

* Caste-figures are not available in 19%1 Census

+ Report. The reference here is to 1941 Census figures
based on "Baroda State Census-1941% (Gujarati) and
have«been commuted therefrom,
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9% of the total population but their student population
is 3. 33%. Muslims have for them 10% of the total
population and their student’ population is 4.81%.

Thus, percentaga taking education is highest in ’
the smallest percentage of caste population and percent-
‘age taking education is lowest in the largest percent-
age of éastexpopulation.

| Th;é, caste is the second selective agency.

»IﬁEquoda city 4554 students receive education at
the s.s;c. and pre;S.S»C. levels, of whom 68% are males
and’32%§are"females..ln'the urben area, 1989 students
study a% tﬁese levels of whom 88% are boys and 12%
are giris; In the rural area, of 1795 students 92% are
boys and 8% are girls.

. It;can, therefore, be said that secondary
educati?n, at the higher two classes, is more in case
of Eoysfthan girlglin theAcity; but in the urban and
the 'rurial areas, it is mainly confined to boys. As
comparea to the percentage of boys, the percehtage of
girls is very low.

Talkzng on the whole, of 8338 students who study
at the Pre—s.s.c. and S.S.C. levels, 78% are boys and
22% areigirlsz But, they are almost in an equal
percent;ge in the total pOpdiation 1 for the average

1. Table C-IV sAge and Literacy (P.98) Baroda District
Census Handbook - 1952..
l
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age group to which they belong.

Henée, it can be said here also that in spite of
an equal percentage of males and females in the total
population, the percentage of males receiving education
is larger than the percentage of females receiving

°

education. This is also corroborated by the Kaira
inqgiry. There '82% students are boys and 18% are
girls’(P;ZQ). _ A \

Thi§ mayube probably because of the reason that
girls are looked upon as having an inferior position as
compared. to bpys.” Even ;bis day, =a fami;y.rejoices on
the birth of a son, but not so on the birth of a
daughter. Thi; in its turn may be due to the fact that

~whereas thg son is_likely to be a permanent membear of
the famiiy, the daughter is to leave the family after
her marriaée. Parents have different expectations from
sons and, daughters. Hence their treatment to them is
also different. This traditional treatment still
continueé ; less in case of cities and more in case of
urban and rural areas. ‘

Thué, sex is the third selective agencgé

Fro@ the above, it is obvious that in the matter of
receiving secondary education, the city and the urban

population is at a greater advantage than the rural
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populatioﬁ, tﬁe upper-castes are at.a greater advantage

than the other castes and that the malgsxare at a
greater advantage than the femaless

| Thus, it is the upper caste male urban and city
student who avails to a much greater extent the
facilities for secondary education,

This speaks for aﬁ extremely uneven availing of
the facility for education. Whether this uneven;avail;
ing of the facility is due to the uneven distribution
of schools or not we will be observing in what follows.

Is the educational fecility not availed even when
it exists? Or does not the facility at all exist? Is
it that only the city and urban #rea need high schools
and the rural area does not need them? Or, is it\thax
both need the high‘schools, but they are not supplied
to the extent of the need in case of therural areas?
And if mnot, why? ’

Thus, our main problems ares
i)  VWhether an area needs éducat{onal facilities or

not?

i) whether these facilities are created or not? And
if nét, why?

Qur first problem is the assessment of the need of
the facility for secondary educaxion.‘But; how shall
'we determine the need?

For determining the need of educational facilities
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We must look to the percentage of non-lecal students
going to the hlgh sehools.‘

Local/nonflocal students in the rural,
urban and city areas..

TABLE 2.5
Local / Rural ~ Urban City Total
Non-local . )
' No. % No. % No., % No. %

. Local 75 53.57 104 69.34 227 98.80 406 75.18
Non-local 65 46.43 46 30.66 23 9.20 134 24.82

——— - - - o b 208 wip om

Totals140 100.00 450 100,00 250 100.00 540 100.00

- ol - - — - - -

Whether the students stay at the place where the
high school in which they study is situated or they stay
at a place different from the place of the high school
and come for purposes of study to the high school?
Students residing at tﬁg,place « the city, the town or
the village - where the school is situated are treated as
localbstudents{ whereas those coming from outside for
_ purposes o: étudy are treated as non;local students.

How the local and the non;local students are distributed
in the 3 aress of our iuvestigaﬁion} can be seen from

the table. We find that 75.18% students are local
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students, whereas 24.,82% students are non-local
studénfs i.es for every three locel students, there is
. one non-lecal studenf. In the Kaira inquiry 76%
stgdenfs are local and 24% ere non-local.(P.24)

' wﬁen we turn to the areas however, we find that
this picture is not reflected there. In case of the
city area, for every 9 local students,. there is only
1 non-local student, in case of urban area 69.34%
students are local and 30.66% students are non-local
i.g._thé percentage of non;local students in‘case of
‘the urban area is higher than that, in case of the city
area; Vhen we come to the rural area, we observe that
whereas 53.57% studenfé are loéai, 46.43% students
are non¥loca1; Thus, the percentage of non-local
Students in the rural area is the highest as compared
“to tﬁé}percentage of non-locsl students either‘in the
ciﬁy or in the urban area. Thisi?ery significant. This
implies that students of city have greater facilities
‘for education and that is the reason why 90.80%
students in . the cit& are local. The 9.20% non-local
students in case of the city are those, who come from
villages on the periphery of the eity and which are,
or iﬁ due-coﬁrse of time will be,- incorporated as.

parts or the suburbs of the city. This is supported by
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the fect that Chani and Gorwa, on the border of Baroda
city, do not have a ﬁigh.scpdol though they have a
population over 5,000. They depend for this facility
on the city.

In the urban area, the high school is situated,
~in most of the cases in tﬁe taluka town and therefore
students belonging to villages in a redius of about 4
miles are availing of the high school facility in the
nrbén towns; but in éase of the rural area, the percente
'age of iheindnplbcal studénts is the largest, so much
80 thax‘thefe is nﬁ substantial difference between the
percentage of local and non-local sfudents as is
observable in the case of the urban end the city areass
This is:because there are a fewer number of high-
schools and they cater to the needswof several villages
su;iougding thems This expleins ﬁhy tﬁe percentage of
A nohilocal students is the highest ig case of the rursal
area.

. Now, for determining the need of- educational
facilities we will have to tgke into account the entire
population of the non;locai students, whieh is 2#.28%.
Non-local students, whether studying in city or the
urban area or the rursl area, come mostly from the

rural area, within about 4 miles radius of the place of
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of the school gnd in case of the city, within a radius
of about 10 to 15 miles from the site of the school
(:as they have quick mode of communicﬁtion like
reilway and -State Transport buses.) As we have observed
“above, the percentage of the non-local students is
proportionately greater in the city area than in the
urban #rea, and greater in the ﬁrban grea than in the
rural areas. This indicates that the facilities of
high school education are proportionately less in the
rﬁral and urban areas than the needs, whereas it is
not so in case of the city area. Also, if we_qoy?ing
the pgpu;atign‘of"gonolgggl students of the rural and
the urben areas, it is found that 38.54% of the total
student popﬁlation of these areas are gon;local
students. It is a significantly large percentage. It
meens tpat students belonging to plhées wvhere high;
schools do not exist go to the places where high-
schools exist. But some of the interior small villages
are 19’cated very far from the location of the high-
school. The distance between them and the high schools
may not be an easily reachab}evgistance. And it is
therefore likely that students from these places
might not be joining high school on this account,

evéhtheugh they may desire to jéin it. Again, if the
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high schooi education is available locally those who do
not avail of théfeducational faecility by going to a
near ébout school and those who cannot avail of it on
" account of uﬁreachable distance, will also be able to
avail of the facility. If schools,exist locally even
girls come forward to avail of the facility.

It cennot, therefore, be said that the rural area
does not need high schoolse. The need is there. Whether
the supply is adequate to the need is a different
problem. To determine’that we must turn to the distribu;
tion of high schools in the district and observe vhether
it is even or uneven.

Distribution of Schools in the district.

TABLE 2.6
City/ Number Number of Secondary Total
Taluka - of High ,,,;, Schoolsgy,gg
Schools -

X IX VIII VII

1. Baroda city 22% 3 - - 1 4
2. Baroda Taluka 5 2 1 - - 3
5. Chhotaudepur® 1 - .2 - - 2
4. Dabhoi Taluka 7 1 1 - - 2
5., Jabugam " 2 - 1 - - 1
6. Karjen " 39 3 - - 4

7.‘Naswgdi " Nil 2 - - - 2
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TABLE 2.6 (contd.)

— - o

City/Taluka Number Number of Secondary Total
of High Schools :
Schools upto_° ® Class

X XI VIII VII

8¢ Padra Talukab - 3 2 -

5

9. Semkheda ™. 4 1 2. 2 = - 5

10.8avli mf 4. - 1 - - 1

11.Sinor ™, 2 - 1 - 1 2

12, Waghodia ™ 2 - - - - -
Totals 57 10 15 4 2 31

# Of these, five are exclusively girls' high schools.
How the 57 high schools of the district are
distributed is seen from the table. Of these over 1/3
schools are in the city of Baroda only. It is also to be
noted that it is only in Baroda city that there are as -
many as fi#e high schools for girls, When we come to
the talukas of the-district, we observe that all taluka‘
towns, and somé rural areas in them, with the exception
of Naswadi, have high schools. Jabugam taluka has no
town and Jabugam has a high school. Next to the city of
Béroda comes Dabhoi taluka with seven high schools;
Baroda aﬁd Pedra talukas have five high schools each,
Karjan teluka has three and the talukas of Jzbugam, Sinor
and Waghodia have two high schools each. Ekhotamdepur

1
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" Chhotaudepur has only one high school end that in the
taluka town., ) '

It is clear that these areas of the district which
are economicélly proéperous have high schools existing,
and that in case of the backward areas, either there
is no high school or if there is any, it is to the
‘minimum. | |

*.'When we now loo?_te the number of secondary
schools which will, in course of time, develop inte
. full high séhools,_'we find from the table that second=-
ary education is ig)the direétion‘of gradual progress~
" ion except in case of Waghodia taluka. The 31 second-
arykschools of the district 91;1 emerge as full high-
schools. But even in this increase in the number of
high schools, the tendency is manifest-thax the
additional high schools will also be coming up in
those talukas, yhich have already a higher number of
high schools. However, it must be observed that of
31 secondary schools which will be full grown high
schools, excepting‘four in @he city, the rest will
emerge as full high-schools in the rural areaé, of
the £alukﬁs; '

That means that secondary education will go deeper

into the rural area. Notconly that, the taluka of



‘Naswadi where there does not exist a high school at
present will also come to hgve high schools.
with this increase in the facilities for secondary

education, there will be a difference in the socisgl

k3
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composition of the students or not remains to be invest-

igated, It seems, however, that more intermedigte
castes will avail of these facilities as compared to
fhe lower castes, And since in the total populetion
the percentage of the’former is smaller, as compared
to that of the latter, there may not be a material

difference in the socigl composition of students.

City=-urban-Rural Distribution of Sehools

TABLE 2,7
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Sr. City/Taluka No. of high Total
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1. Baroda city
2. Baroda Taluka

3. Chhota -
udepur

4, Dabhoi
5, Jabugam
6. Karjan
7. Naswadil

8. Padra

n

1

il

n'

22 - 22
1 4 5
1 - 1
3 4 7
- 2 a
1 a2 3
2 3 5

112
212

24
328



TABLE 2.7 (contd.)

20

Sre City/Taluka No.of high Total
schools

Urban Rural

-

~~ Numb e‘_ru_-%f +
Towns Villages

' 9. Semkheda Taluka 1 3 4 2*** 477
< . ’ ’
10.Savli L 1 -3 4 1 173
11.8inor’ LA 1 1 2 1 40
12.Waghodia " 1 1 2 1 72
Totals '22+12 23 57 10 1700
. , 3

- - o - —— - L]

+ As per’Baroda District Census Handbook, 1951.

*# Of these one, namely, Sokhds having a pepulation of
‘ 5,273 persons and having other/traits is included in

the urban asrea in this inquiry. /urban

- *#% Of these one, Bahadharpur, having a population of
4,936 persons, is, in fact, a village-town, and is
included in the rural area in this inquiry.

Of the 57 high schools, 22 are in the city of Baroda,

12 in the urban area of the taluksa towns and 23 are

situated in the rural area of the talukas. Thus, it is

bﬁvious that the high schools are concentrated more

(38.6%) in the c¢ity. The whole of the rural area though

much large in area and population than the city area,

has only 40.4% of the high schools and the urban area

has only 21%, (nearly half the percentage for the city

area) of the high schbqls.
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In the Kaira inquiry there are 31%uﬁzgh*§chéobs )
.f\d

f; 1l

*“'-*._’,

in the rural area and 69% in the urban ?rea. S@sieyt 4

O aRGRERE] // &
Thus, educatlonal facilities exlstvﬁmfthe_rural;fyf

area of the Baroda district to a greater extenéﬁ?ﬁ“‘”/
in the rural area of the Kaira districtes This becomes
significant particularly in view of the fact that

the talukas of Petlad and Bﬁadran having number of
high schools, which were formerly parts of the Baroda
Prant are nowlincluded in the Kaira district. Other-
vise, the percentage of ﬁigh schools in the Kaira
district would have been lower still. Also, if the
tribal areas, mentioned in the earlier part of this
chapter, were not added to the Baroda district, the
percentage of high schools in the rural area of the
Baroda district would have been higher still.

B The 22 schools of the city are distributed over
‘the six wards' of the city. (Refer the map). The

concentratien of schools in the wards of the clty, in

1960-61, is seen from the following tables

——— - e - - -

* Here we refer the 1951 Census wards and not the
Municipal Wards.
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~ It will be observed that the distribution of high
schools over the wards is uneven. Judged from the
stand point of percentage of high scbools in relation
to the percentage of population, it is found that the
concentration of high schools is most in the Sayaji-
Ganj ward and the three other wards to follow are

"Raopura, City and Wadi. The two wards of Babajipura and
Fatehpura - have only one high school each for 23.00%
and 11.00% of the total population respectively. This
is signifieént and its explanation iies in the social
composition ‘of the wards. Babajipura is inhabited large=-
1y by Maharéstrians; most of whom are marathas. Further,

it iﬁcludes Navapura and Kangalpura, the areas inhabite

ed by the lower ‘and the backward castes and the untouch-
ablqs. Similarly, Fatehpura ward, which comprises the
areas kﬁown as Yakutpurg,mainly inhabited by"Mﬁslims,
and' YKalupura inhabited by the )

/marathas, is a backward area even in relation to
Babajipura becguse the iaxeryincludes atleast some areas
like Dandie Bazar and Rajmahal road, which are inhabited
by Maharashtriang, many of whom are Brahmins, and other
ﬁppei caste Hindus. The c¢ity.ward comprising Ladwada,
Ghadiali Pole, Narsinhji's Pole, Bajwada and Mehta Pole
is the main-stay of Banias -~ either Jaina or Vaishnave

This is the ward representative of the original Baroda,
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" when it was confined within the four gates, which stand
even today glorifying the greatness of o0ld Baroda.
Raopura, is- almost the centre part of the present city
and Nagarwada
of Baroda. It comprises the five streets/inhabited by
middle and upper middle class families, @88 WGGEFGELE
and Salatw;da which is a labour area. Sayajiganj is
the first settlement on the western side of the river
Visﬁwamitrf and it is an area where people, who owned
property in the city, moved. Sayaji Ganj Ward (include
ing Pratap Ganj, Fatehganj. and Alkgpuri) is a

cosmopolitan area. There are more number of tenants

| . staying than the number of house-owners., The nearness

of the railway station, the factories, two textile
mills and ;he colleges, have substantially contributed
to lend the cesmopolifan character of the ward. It is
an area inhabited\by people qf higher, middle as well as
lower economic strata, but is the mainstay of middle~
class people. The w;di ward isZ{Le outgkirt of the |
city. Even now some of the inhabitants there have
their,agrieﬁltural‘farm in the vicinity. However, it is
becbming industrialised ;n an increasing measure. It

is inhabitgd by Patidars who are mainly agriculturist
and éome of them have now become 0il mill owners. It

is also iﬁahbited by Marathas and Muslims. A part of
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the ward is even known as Mqhama@ Wadi. 4

Thus, though it is true, that in point of number,
high schools are most concentrated in the city, they
are found to be concentrated most in those wards which
are inhgbited by upper;caste and economically upper
and middle clgss persons rather than in the others.
This is corroborated by the fact that during the year
1951»62, 2 more high schools have come up in the

Sayajiganj ward and 1 more high schoél has come up in

.the City ward.

When we come to the talukas, we have a picture
which speaks itself far the educational advancement of
the taluka. (Refer the map;)

1
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It is significant that Naswadi taluka, with 328
villages (which is the maximum number) has no high
school at all, that Chhotaudepur with 279 villages
(Table 2.3) has only one high school in the taluka=
town Chhotaudepur itself, and that Jabugam with 212
villages in it has onl& two high schools. As explain-
ed earlier, these are the areas which are economically
less prosperous, and are forest and hilly areas
inhabited by adivasis - the backward tribes. As
against this, the other areas both economically well-
off and inh;bited by many castes have schools in
greater numbers. Thus, Sinor with 40 villages has
two ﬁigh schools and Karjan with 94 villeges has
three high schools. Samkheda and Savli talukas with
almost equél number of villages have four high schools
each. Baroda taluka has 120 villages and five high
schools and Padra has five high schools for 85 villages.
Dabhoi with 119 villages has seven high schools.
~ /It is, therefore, clear that the number of high
schgols afe more in the area originally contained in
the Baroda Prant as compared to the areas subsequent-
ly added to the district.
But, in order that we may be able to Qork out
the concentration of schools in the talukas, we now

examine the distribution of high schools in the urban

gnd rural areas of the talukas. Here we find that of
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the 35 high schools in the talukas of the district, 12
are in the u;ban area and 23 are in the rural area
(Table 2.8). That is, for every one high school in the
urban area there are two high schools in the rural area.
But every taluka has sevéral villages included under
it against one town comprising the urban area. Thus,
Chhgtandépur has a high school only in the town and
the 279 villages of the taluka have no high school at
all. Jabugem has two high schools and both of them are
in the rural area, perhaps because there is no town in
the taluka, and of thesg tyo’high sehqols, one is in
Jabugem itéelf, the taluka héadquarter. For 212
villages~the taluka has two high schools. Sinor hes one
high school in the town, whereas it has one high school
"in the rural area against 40 villages. Almost the same
holds good about other talukaé. It is observed that
whereas iq the urban area every taluka town has atleast
one high'schaol, in case of the rural area there exists
one high school for every 74 villages. It is significant
that villages upto a populaﬁion of 1000 persons (and
tﬁey are 1496) have no high school at all. It is
’probably because they: cannot maintain a high school.
Villages with population upto 5000 persons have hiéh-
schoolé yostly in the villages belonging to the
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- one highschool at
territory of the old Baroda State. Excepting/Jabugam

and one‘high school at Pavijetpur, there is not a
single village of the type thch was merged with the
district later on had - then or is having now a high
school. Not the,sizé of settlement but its general
advéncement determines the supply of educational
facility. This corroborates our observation made
earlier that the areas merged in Baroda Prant, o
form the Baroda district, were backward areas. But,
it must be noted that eventhough in the Baroda Prant
area the number of high schools is more in the
villages than in the villages of the non-Prant area,
the proportion of high schoel is found to be still
greater in city and uf?an.afegs than in the rural areas.
) Thé ggneral‘belief thatvge;opdary educagtion is
very widely spread is far from truth and can be
accepted only with this'reéervation that it may be
true in case of cities and towns, but not true in
case of Qillages. The fact that on an average there
exists only o?e high school between 72 villages, and
that non;loca; students go for studies from an average
distance of four miles evidences that the villages
situated beyond a:four mile radius of the village or

town where the high school is situated, aré denied
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opportunities of receiving secondary education.
We will now examine this finding in relation to
the total area in square miles and the population of

" the arsa. -

zABLE 2.10
Sr. City/Taluka  No. of  Area in Toral
No. High Sq. population

Schools miles

1. Baroda city 22 10.9 é,11,407
2. Baroda Taluka 5 2634- 1,37,521
3. Chhotaudepur Taluka 1 434.1 1,09,426
4. Dabhoi Taluka = 7  249.0 99,819
5+ Jabugem Taluka 2 319.4 ‘ 83,613
6o Karjen Taluka 3 252.4 - 72,838
T. Nassvadi Taluka  Nil  212.4 72,393
‘8¢ Padra Taluka 5 2090 1,116,472
9. Samkheda Taluka 4 253.6 90,441
10.Savli Taluka 4 314.9 1,08,363
~11.Sinor Taluka 2 114.4 41,387
12.Waghodia Taluka 2 18547 51,066
| Total: 57  2799.2 11,94,746 .

— - . - — -

As will be seen here, for the total area of
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2799.2 sq. miles of the district, there exist 57 high
schools, that is,_§here is the facility of a high
school for an area of 49 sq. miles. Even such a state
can be said to be far from satisfactory. When we
observe the actual area fhexéchool caters fgr, we find
" that a very small area of the district is provided
with the fgcilitieé‘of sécendgry education,

Baroda city has an area of 10.9 sqemiles, that is,
1/254th of the total.afea of the district and yet has
22 high schools in it. In making this observation, it
'is to be noted that we do not take into consideration
the pﬁint that a school does not only cater the area of
the city or town or village where it is situated, but
also the villages, within an average radius of 4 miles
from the adjoining area, for that is to be treated as
a fact commonly appliceble to any area where a school
exists. With this point of clarification we can talk

of the absolute number of schools for the city or towns

. or villagese. Thus, here we observe, that though the

city has an aree which is only 1/254th of the total
area of the district, it has .over 1/3rd of the total
numper of high schools in the district catering for the
"need of an area of 10.9 sqe. miles. The fact that high
gchools are'concentrated in the city is here also

corroborated.
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Now, when we examine the position in regard %o
eacﬁ of the talukas of the district, we find that,
Baroda taluka with the total area of 263.4 sqemiles
and having 5 high schools, actually caters for the
needs of an area of 23.8 sqs miles, of which 4.6
sq.miles comprise the urban area and the remaining
rural areas thqtéudepur taluka has only one high
school for a total area of 434.1 sq.miles and that
caters for an area of 1.0 sqemile. In case of Dabhoi
taluka, with a total -area of 249.0 sqe.miles, there
exist 7 high schools, three of which are situated in
xnébhoi'itself having an area of 9.2 sqemiles, and the
remaining 4 schools éazer for an area of 26.6 sq.miles
of the remaining rural area of the taluka. It is
significani t6 note here that Baroda city, with an
area of 10.9 sqemiles has 22 high schools, whereas
Dabhoi with an area of 9.2 sqe.miles has only 3% high
schools. This expléins why-in the present inquiry we
have not included the city in the urban area, and
treated it separately as an area by itself, an area
vhich is tovbe distinguished from the rural area on
the one hand and the urban area on the other. It is
this which marks a point of distinct difference

between the city area and the town area. The entire
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area of Dabhoi is not inhabited and quite a substantial
part of the area is under agficultural cultivation.
The traits of the area being different, they are like-
ly to be reflected in course of our investigations.

As observed eariier, Jabugam has no~t6wn»under it,
and. the two high schools that exist there cater for an
area of 4.17 sqemiles, out of the total area of 319.4
sqemiles for the taluka. Karjan.taluka has a total
area of 23%2.4 sq.miles. Karjan town has an area of
6.1 sqemiles and has one high school, whereas the
other th high schools in the rural area cater the
needs of an area of 7.4 sqsmiles. We have seen that
Naswadi taluke has no high school at all, to provide
secondary education to its total area of 212.4
sq.miles. Padra town has an area of 5.2 sq.miles and
has two high schools, and for an area of 16.2 sq.miles
of the rural aresa, the faluka has 3 high schools,
against its total area of 209 sqemiles. Samkheda.
taluka has an area of 253.6 sqemiles snd of its 4
high schools, one caters for 3.5 gqsmiles of the urban
area, whereas there are 3 others for 8.8 sg.miles
of the rural srea. For a total area of 314.9 éq.miles,
Sayli taluka has one high school in the taluka town

with an area of 6 sqemiles and 3 more in - the villages



66
 for an area of 15 sq.miles. Sinor taluke has 2 high
" schools, one of which is in the taluka town with an
area of 6.3 sq.miles and the other in the rural area of
443 sqemiles, against the total erea of 114.4 sq.miles
_ for the taluke. Waghodia tsluka with a total area of
185.7 sq.miies has 2 high schools, one'bf which is in
the taluka town having an area of 6.6 sqs.miles and the
other in the rural areéxof,5-5 sqemiles,
Thus, of the total area of the district of _

. 2799.2 sq.miles, high schools cater for the education-
al needs of only 1/16th part, that is, of 168.1
sqeniles only. Of these, Baroda with an area of 10.9
sq.milés has 22 higﬁ schools; that is, there is a high
school for an area of 1/2 e sq.mile; the urban area
of the district, with a total area of 48.5 sqemiles
nave 12 high schools, that is, there is a high school
for every 4 sq.miles; and that in case of the rural
ares, with a total area of 2739.8 sq.miles, there ere
23 high:sehools, that fs, j?eretexists a high school
fo; en area of 119.1 sqemiles. This corroborates our
earlier finding that high schools are concentrated
most in the city, next in the urban area and are rare
and scant& in the rﬁral areae.

Population andydistribution of High Schools:

Now ve examine the distribution of high schools in



the district ang its talvkas in relation to the
population.

Rurgl -Urban population in talukas of Baroda District *

TABLE 2.11
Sr.No. Name of Talukg Rural popu- Urban Popu- Total
-lation lation
1. Baroda Taluka 1, 37,521 2,131,407  3,48,928
(including Baroda City)

2, Chhota Udaipur " 1,00,704 8,722  1,09,426

3. Dabhoi L 74,867 24,952 99, 819

4, Jabugam " 83,613 - 83,613

5. Karjan " 66,463 6,375 72,8238

6, Waswadil " 72,33 - 72,393

7. Padra " 1,01, 677 14,765  1,16,472
8. Samkheda " 79,017 11,424 . 90,441

9. Savli " 1,00, 887 7,476  1,08,363

10, Sinor " ' 34,286 7,101 41, 387
11. Waghodia " 46, 100 4,966 51,066
Total 8,97,528 2,97,218 11,94,746

% 75.13% 24.87% 100%
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¥ Vide District Census Handbook - based on 1951 census.
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It wili be seen from the table that the rural

popﬁlation is nearly three times more then the urban
pepulation. In the Kaira distriét rural population is
72% and urban population is 28%.(P.35) But when we
examine the dlstributzon of high schools in relation to
the. populatlon, we Observe that for a total population
of 2,97,218 persons (24.87%) the urban area (including
Baroda city) has 33 schools. That is, in the urban
arée there exists one'hiéh school for a population of
9006 personse In case of the rural area the total
population is é,97,528‘persons (75+13%) and it has 23
high schools. That is, in the rural area there exists
- one high school for a population of 39,023 persons.
Thus, whereas in ﬁeint of pbﬁulation the rural area
has a population three times that of the urban area,
in point of existence of a high school in relation to
populgtion, fhe urban area has a high school for a
population which is a little less than 1/4 of the
population for which the rural area has a high school.
Thus, in relation te population also it is

observed that high schools are more concentrated in
the urban area and are rare .in the rural area.

' We .can, therefore, conélude that high schools are
concentfated most 'in the city, next come the urban ares

and théy‘are,indeed rare in case of the rural area.
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This mesns that secondé:y education is still -a privilege
-of the city and the towns comprising the urban area.
Thus, we find that though the need for educational

facilities is presgnt in rural as well as urban and

avaélable only ‘in the city area and to a lesser extent
in the town area. The rural areas.are suffering acutely
from lack of such facilities today eventhough their
need is felt.

‘ But, why is it so? This is probably because of
the fact that those social groups whose aspirations
could not‘be*fulfilléd without their wards receiving
high schoql educafian have t0 be alive ﬁo ;he creation
of guchifacilities,'if they do ﬁot exist, and main-
taining them, if they do exist.

" We have obserted-earlier, while speaking about
the composition of the students' population that it is
mainly higher caste. pr, it is these higher castes
_which have their aspirations and hence they do come
forward for the creation and maintenance of the
educational facilities. The rest of thé castes have
neither the entégprise to stiart. the school nor do they
have such aspirations as ére fulfilled only through

receiving education. Hence, high schools have come up
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at those centres only where the upper-caste and
economically upper-class people reside.

The fact that the upper castes control secondary
educational institutions is evidenced from the follow-

ing table.
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It was inquired from all the schools of the
district as to who were the members of the managing
committee, OFf the 57 high schools of the district,
the replies were received from 25 schools,

It is found that excepting the communal schools
(from stand-point of mansgement and not from the
admissions to students of a particular community),
in the rest (23) the menagement is in the hands of
the three Hindu upper castes (86.12%). In case of one
school there are only three Christians, and in case
of one Muslim school only two Muslims, are on the
managing committee, It can therefore, be safely
established that it is the three upper castes who
control secondary educationsl institutions.

Corvoborating the ﬁoint regarding the control of
educat ional institutions, the Kaira inquiry observes,
"It is noted that public donations towards the
secondary schools have been from the upper castes
Hindus - Patidars, Baniyas and Brahmins sees..(P.81)
An initiative in starting secondary schools has been
provided by the upper-castes, managing committees in
this district, also consist of persons belonging to
the upper ¢castes .eeses.(P.83)

Though most of the school management consists of
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upper'casﬁes, rost of the members are Patidars and
this is more applicable in rural areas." (P. 83)

Bye and by.the State has disowned the
responsibility of starting and managing high schools.
It is for this reason that of the 57 schools of the
district only one at’ Sinor is a government run and
mén;ged school. How far this State policy is
justifiable is a'makter of controversy. However, such
a policy of the State means that the control of
educational instit@tions will remain, even in the
years to come, in the hands of upper castes and the
ecenomically*well;piaced‘gﬁsups. .

Thus, we have seen that a change in the
territorial boundaries has changed the distribution
of schools in as much as thé territories of the old
Baroda State transferred to the Kaira district were
muchlmore advaenced than the nbn—Baroda;State
te:ritorieé which were mergéd in the Baroda districte

It is very clearly brought out that i) the
city;urban-rural setting, ii) ca#te and iii) sex have
worked as selective agencies in matter of availing of
the facilities for high school education. The largest
percentage of students is in the city and that there

is almost and equal percentage of students in case of
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rural andAremaining urban areae. Similarly, the upper
caste students constitute a greater percentage though
they have a small percentage in the total population.
Again, amongst the students the percentage of male
students is greater than the female étudents, but it
is considerably greater in case of rural and urban
areass

The high schools are concentrated most in the
_city. Next to it come the urban area and the rural
area comes last. This is found to be substantiated
-when judged in relation to the number of villages, the

area in square miles and the population.



