CHAPTER VI

A PEEP INTO THE FUTURE

It is natural that those who educate themselves
develop a different outlook on life and acquire
differept ideas and ways of behaviour than those who
do not take to education. This may in turn affect
their future aspirations also. In this chapter we
try to observe what educational, occupational and
social éspirations these students have developed.

It is complained of the students that they do not
think of the future, nor do they plan for the future.
It would be our effort to loock inbo this and find oud
whether the students do think of the future or not and
if they think of the future, whether it is only a wish-
ful thinking on their part or whether thinking of the
future is in some way related with their social back-

ground.

11

Wiﬁh this end in view, it was inquired of the
students whether they intended to study further after
5.5.C, énd which course of study they would prefer for
further studies. It ‘was. alao inguired of the students

as to what their future plans were, what occupation
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did they intend to follow as also the place where

they would like to settle.

: EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS ;

Students' Future Plans:

As said above, the youth in general and the student

in particular is regarded as having no aspirations and

no plans in the present or for the future.

Our inguiry

in this regard among the students gives a lie to this

contention.

Students' Future Plans: )

TABLE 6.1
Rural . Urban t City \ Total
‘No. % No. % No. % No. %
1. Further

studies. 87 62.15 116 77.34 214 85.60 417 77.21
2. Service 45 32,14 28 18.66 27 10.80 100 18.52
3. Agriculture 4 2.86 2 1.3%3 =~ - 6 1.11
4, Craft ' 1071 -~ - - - 1 0.19
5. Business 3 2.4 4 2,67 8 3,20 15 2.78
6. Any other - - - - 1 o040 1 0.19

Tobtal

140 100.00 150 100,00 250 100.00

540

100.00
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It will be observed that all the 540 students
under the sample have expressed whab their future plan
is. 4%7 of them (77.21%) would like to prosecute
their gtudies further, 18.52% students have expressed
that tﬁey would enter service, 2.78% students wish to
do some business and 1.11% students wish to take to
agriculture, whereas 0.19% students show inclination to
take to some craft or any other line.

The Kaira inquiry observes '65.2% students intend
to proéecute further study; 1@.9% students intend to
be engaged in service, 12.1% students intend to do
business and 2.8% students want to go in for agriculture".
(P.214)

Thus the educational aspirations of the Baroda
student are different from the Kaira student. Here,
about 12% more students aspire to prosecute their
studieé further., This is so because a very large
percentage of -city students in the present inguiry want
to prosécute their studies further. This also justifies
our treatment of the city as a separate urban social
group.

Thus, it would be entirely wrong to say that the
students do not think of the future; they do think of
the future. The point is whether they think consistently
with the position into which they are placed and whether
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they do materialise their plans. But these are
different problems which demand greater and deeper
investigation and fall outside of the perview of
the limited scope of the present inquiry.

When we turn to the areas of our investigation,
we find that 85160% city students have a plan for
further studies, 10380% city gtudenﬁs\have a plan for
service, whereas 3.20% of them went to go in for
business. In case of tﬁe urban énd the rural students,
77.34% énd 62.15% respectively have expressed their N
choice for further studiegs. Thus it is obvious that
a greater percentage of city students inten@ to study
fur'ther.as compared to the percentage for the same
among the urban or the rural students. |

This implies that the city students would have a
higher percentage of University educated students as
compared to the urban or the rural students. This
corroborates our observation made earlier that education
is concentrated more among the city students, next
among the urban students and the least in case of the
rurel students. This point is corroborated by a study
of the Baroda University students by Dr. B. V. Shah
for it says: "70% of the students come from towns and
cities. 26% of the rest come from small and big villages

and 4% belong to 'migratory' family groups'. This
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means that Fhe higher grades in the future occupational
structure will be largely filled up by the city-bred
students.”

It further means that more of the city students
will oécupy places of position and power in the general
set up of the country, than the urban and rural
students. They would be absorbed in the white collar
jobs iﬁ a greabter percentage as compared to the urban
and the rural students. The city students thus will
continﬁe to predominate even in the years to come as
his guérdian has been doing in the present.

It wﬁil be further observed that the percentage
of students desiring to go in for higher education
areawise vaeries inversely with the percentage of
studenﬁs, whb desire to go in for service. Thus
whereas students' inclination for further studies is
the hiéhest in percentage in case of the city students
(85.60%), followed by the urban student (77.34%),
followe¢ by the rural student with the minimum per-
centaget(62.15%), the students planning for service
is found to be higher (32.14%) in case of the rural
student, than in case of the urban (18.66%) and the
city (10.80%) students.

1. Social background of students of the M. S. University
Of BaJ?Oda. P. “55-560
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This is sociologically spesking a significant
fact for it indicates that the aspirations of rural
students get limited bepause of environment, of lack
of educational facilities near zbout, of difficulties
in movihg out to places where higher education may be
available.

It will also be observed that it is only the rural
and the’urban student who has expressed a choice for
agriculture with 2,86% and 1.33% respectively and that
there is no city student who has expressed a choice
for agriculture. Similarly, it will be seen that
amongst'the students who have expressed their choice
for business, the largest percentage is in case of the
city stﬁdents with 3.20%, followed by the urban student
with 2.67% followed by the rursl student with 2.14%.
Thus the students do think about fheir future plans
and that a large majority of them desire to continue

their studies further.

Caste agd students' future plan: (Table 6.2)
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It will be seen from the table that quite a large
peicentage of students of all the castes have expressed
a choice for further studies as compared to the per-
centage for the other plans, excepting in case of the
lower castes where only 36.63% students have shown
the choice for further studies, and 63.3%7% have shown
[choice for service. In case of the Harijans about 10%
more students have shown a choice for further studies
than the percentage which has shown choice for service.
It will be seen also that there is almost a uniform
desire of the students of all castes to study further
and that the choice for further study is the highest
in Sindhis (100%) and then follow Banias (87.90%),
Marathas (84.60%), the lower intermediate (83.34%),
the Brahmins (81.47%), Patidars (79.89%), Christians
(77.78%), artisans (71.74%), Rajputs (70.40%), Muslims
(69.20%), Harijans (55.60%), Parsis (50%) and lower
castes (36.6%%). ‘

Thus though it is true that there is an increased
uniform tendency amongst practically all castes for
higher studies, it is observed to be more in case of
the intermediate Hindu castes, in case of the % upper
caste Hindus and it is the lowest in case of the lower
castes and the Harijamns. The aspiration for further
studies on the part of the non-upper caste Hindus is

almost equivalent to the upper caste Hindus. This

suggests that the Hindu society from the point of view
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of educational aspirations could be considered in
three groups: (i) of the upper castes, (ii) of the

. intermediate castes and (iii) of the lower caste
Hindus. Whereas the hunger for education in the two
\ ?;Z'*former groups is almost equal it is not so in case
- »; LLQ of the third group and therefore the Harijans and the

lower castes amongst the Hindus would still remain

for a fairly long period of time as educationally
backward even when increased educational facilities
are availezble.

In the Kaira inquiry also "in .upper caste Hindus
the percentage'of students (72.4%) who intend %o
prosecute study after passing S5.5.C. examination is
considerably greater than in that of the remaining
students (46.1%). (P.217)

It can therefore be said that the caste-strucbure
and caste-hierarcy may though undergo some minor changes,
it does exist and will continue to be effective in the
fubure, however the government and others may desire
to the contrary and may even ignore it. By ignoring
a thing one cannot deny its existence nor make it in
any way ineffective. A

Quality and future plans: (Table 6.3)
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Here we are trylng to observe if there is any
coirelgtlon between the qualltatlve attainments of the
studene and:his future plans. ‘

It will be seen from the tsble that the higher
the acaﬂemié’qualitj, the greatef‘the percentage of
students intending t0 study further and the lower the
academlc quality, the lower the percentage of students
1ntend1pg to study further. To_thls the ordinary
éualityéséudents are an exception with 66.24%\intending
to stud& further. However, if eme we combine the good
and ave%age quality together and ordinary and wezk
quality%together, 83.13% of the former and 68.07% of.
the lat;r intend to study further. Otherwise 87 .35%
good students, 79.16% average students and 73.50% weak
students have expressed a ch01ce of continuing their
studles'fu:ther.x This is more clearly memifested in
the Kaira inquiry. "91.7% good students, 68.5% medium.
students, 53%

[prdinary students and 45.0% backward students want

to study furhher after 5.8.C. examination". (P.215)

So also; about the students who have expressed their

desire %or‘going intg service as their choice of future

plan itican be said that the higher the academic

quaiity; the lower the percentage of students intending
i

to go ié for service and the lower the academic quality,

the higher is the percentage of students desiring to

I
f
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go in for service. Here also the average quality
students mark an exception with 26.11%. 'Thus, whereas
in case of the weak quality students, 22.75% students
expressed their desire to go in for service, 19.05%
average. students and 8.86% good quality students desire
to go in for service. Thus students' future plan of
either prosecuting the:studies further or going in for
service is directly related with the students' academic
attainmént, and whereas students' quality is directly
related with the students' choice of further studies,

it is inversely related Qith students' choice of service.
This is quibte natural in view of the fact that it is

the student with high academic gquality who has to
prosecute studies further rather than a student with

‘a loweniacademic gquality. It will be also seen that
amongst:those students who have expressed thelr choice
for agriculture, the largest percentage is amongst the
weak stﬁdents with 3.50% followed by ordinary students
with 1.27%. The good and the average students have a
negligible percentage for it viz. 0.63% and 0.60%
respectively. The students' choice of business is 5.10%
in case of ordinary students, 3.16% in case of good
students and 1.19% in case of the average quality
students. None of the weak quality student has expressed

a desire to go in for business.
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Thus qualibty seems to be related with the fubture

plan of{the students.

Students' choice of a course for further studies:

Having seen that a very large percentage of

students desire to go in for further studies, we now

attempt to find out what is it that they want to study.

It was inquired of the studénts as to which course

they would choose for further studies.

The choice of

the students can be observed from the following table:

TABLE 6.4
Rural Urban City Total
Choice of

course No. % No. % No. % No. %

1. Arts 13 15.86 18 14.91 18 8.41 49 11,75
2. Science 24 29.26 32 26.40 26 12.15 82 19.66
3., Commerce 6 7.32 9 745 19 8.88 34 8.15
4, Medical 7 8.54 16 13.26 29 13,59 52 12.47
5. Engineering 24 29.26 % 29.71 92 42.96 152 36.46
6. Technical 1 1.22 5 4,14 22 10.28 28 6.71
7. Any other 7 8.54 4 25451 5 2.3%3% 16 3.84
8. Can't say - - 1 0.82 3  1.40 4 0.9
Potal 82 100.00 121 100,00 214 100.00 417 100.00
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It will be seen from the table that> the 1arél§éo
percentage (36.46%) of students have given Engineering
as their éhoice for their course. Thei follow choice
of 'Science' (19.66%), 'Medical™ (12.47%), 'Arts’
(11.75%), ‘'Commerce' (8.15%), 'teéhnical' (6.71%) and
'any other' (3.84), and 0.96% are not able to say which
course they would like to prefer.

It is clear that very large majority of students
desire to go in for Engineer;ng, Science and Medicine.
Inspite of the fact that the students were asked to
express their choice of a course for further studies,
from all those that were enumerated to them, it is
likely that some of those who have expressed their choice
for Science as a course of study, might have at the back
of their mind, the fact that it is through Science that
they have an opening for Engineering or Medicine. It
would be therefore proper %o assume that some of those
studenté who have given their choice of Science may be
really intending to express a choice for HEngineering
or Medicine. And it is a fact that the engineering and
medical courses today are highly valued and are rewarded
economicélly,as well as socially in India. Thus we can
safely say that a large majority of students want to
pursee bthose courses of studies which bring them a
social position and an economic status. This also explains

almost the mad rush for admission to Science in the first
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ingstance and to Engineering and Medicine in the second
instance. However, it may be that all those who show
desire to take to engineering courses may not take to
it. Therefore, students% choice as expressed here
should be btaken as suggestive of what the students feel
as a desirable course of study rather than as a course
of gtudy which will be actually pursued by themn.

The fact that there are as many as 11.75% students
desiring to go in for Arts and 8.15% students desiring
to .go iﬁ for Commerce suggests that a reasonable
percentage of stu&enfs are attracted by the Arts and
the Commerce courses for their own sake., The trend for
technical and medical education observed amongst the
students to a greater percentage is also evidenced by
the incfease in the technical and medical institutions

in this district as over all the other districts im all
the States. When we observe this choice of different
courses along with the rural urban background of the
students we find that the proportion of students desiring
to go in for enginéering and medical courses is greater
in city area than in the urban and&. rural areas. Thus,
whereas in city 42;96% students have given their choice
of an Engineering course and 1%.59% students have given
choice of the medical course, in case of urban area
29.71% have given their choicé for the Engineering course,

and 13.26% have given their choice for the medical course.
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In the rural area, the'choice for Engineering and

Medlcal*courses are to the extent of 29.26% and 8.54%

L respeetlvely.

Ifiwe now take the Engineeping,apd the Technical

‘ coursesétogether, we find that the percentage for it

is the largest in case of the city student with 53.24%

whereaséit is é 33.25% in case of fhe urban and 30.48%

in case%of the rural student. If to this we add the

i percentage who have expressed their choice for Science

:.as also the percentage who have expressed their choice

"for Medlclne that would glveulsthe students' choice

for thoee courses of studles which are sclenegg;;

" and technlcal and the percentage that we get is the

. highest in case of the city students with 78.98%, it is

lthe 1owest: in case of the rural etedent"wiﬁh 68.28%

'end the%urban etudent with‘73.51% comes in between.
Thés indicatee'the trend towards the professional

education which is'observeq in an increasing measure

‘as we péoceed from the rural to the urban and from the

urban to the city adrea. This means that a city student

is likeiy to occupy, in the years to come, a position

as either a scientist or a doctor or sn engineer and

may thefefore come to belong in a greater percentage to

the groﬁp of engightened professions as compared to his

urban oﬁ the rural brethren. .
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’Wﬁen‘we come to the Arts and the Commerce courses,

we observe that the students' choice for commerce

course is almost observed tB be uniform in all the
three .lareas. Bub this is not so. in case of the Arts
courée%. 15.86% rural studéﬁts; 14.91% urban students
and 8.41%'city students have expressed their choice for

Arts céurses. ThiSjsuggests that the rural students

are more inclined towards the Arts course as compared
%o the lcity students, and the urban student is very

. much iﬁ line with the rural students. They will be
empley%d as cierks and teachers as compared to the
city sﬁudents. |

Tﬁere~is one more point which may be made a

i

mentio# of and it is that the rural student is observed
to be fndecisive in .the matter of choice for a course
for fuﬁthgr studies in ashmﬁch as 1t is 8.54% in case
of theirurgl student as compared to 2.33% in case of
the ciéy student and 3.3%1% in case of the urban student
have‘séid 8o their choice 'any other qourse'. Why is
this‘sé? It is prébébly because the rural student is
not awgre of all the possible openings after passing
the S.5.C. It may aléo\be that the rural student may
" not be ﬁompletely aware of the possible prospects in

the var?eties of courses. available after the 5.S.C.
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Also, there may be no counselling centre available to

him as is available to the city student.

might not be able to make up his mind.

Hence he

The percentage

of the indecisive is comparatively small in case of

the urban and the city students.

Alternative choice in cagse of non-admission:

TABLE 6.5

) i 3 d
Rural Urban City Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %
1. Any available :
line. 74 90.24 98 75.%6 171 81.04 343 81.08
2., Give up ’
studies ‘ 6 7.32 17 13.08 25 11.85 48 11.%5
3. Will try again 2 244 1 8.4 15 7.1 28 6.62
4, Can't say - - 1  0.77 = - 1 0.24
5. Will join
service - - 1 0.77 - - 1 0.24
6. Will use
influence - - 2 1.54 = - 2 0.47

.. Total

82 100.00 130 100.00 211 100.00 423 100.00

It was inquired of the students as to what would

they do in case they could not secure admission to the

course of their choice.

The replies reveal that a

very large percentage of students (81.08%) would join
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any othér available course. The fact that there is
a large percenbage for this alternative suggests
that the students are serious for téking further
educatibn, preferably of their choice, if not, any
thing that may come by.

The extent to which this academic indecisiveness
accounts for wastage, mal-adjustment, illplacement
of the student and even anxiety neurosis amongst the
studenté remains to be investigated by those who are
interested in the problems of the type.

It.must also be observed that as many as 11.35%
students have expressed that they will have to give wp
their studies in case they were unable to secure
édmissipn to the course of their choice and 6.62% have
said that they would try again. Thus 17.97% students
are moré keen upon an entry into the course of their
choice and if they do not get admission to the choicest
courses;either they think of giving up the studies o¥Ff
of trying again.

In relation to the city, urban, rursl set up we
find that the academic indecisiveness to which we have
referred to above is observable in each of the areas.
This is‘the single item for which there is the largest
percentage of students in all the three areas. The
rural area has 90.24% and the urban has 75.36%, while
the cité with 81.04% comes in between. Thus the

academic indecisiveness 1is the largest in case of the
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rural area and it is the least in case of the urban

(]

area. But going to any other available course can
never be a happy and acceptable alternative for a
course of choice. However, such a large percentage
of studénts in all the three areas have given their
choice for this alternative. ‘

It)must be noted that the clinging to a course
of choice is found to be the largest in case of the
urban area with 21.54% and is the lowest with 9.76% in
case of the rural area, whereas the city area comes in
between with 18.96% standing very near to the urban area.
This means that a greater percentage of urban students
are determined about the course of their further
studies, followed, in this respect, by the city student,
followed by the rural student.

'Itﬁmay also be further stated that it is only in
case oflthe urban area that 1.54% students have said
that they would secure admission even by using influence.
These\students were so emphatic in their assertion on
the poiﬁt that they answered thus:

'I will éo in the course of my choice by using
influence'.

'T will use influence bubt will go in the same
course only'.
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Here though the percentage is agpparently small,

it throws some light on the stabe of affgirs that exist

in theisphere of education. This also indicates that

the prestige group which is effective in the social

order, is also found to be effective in the domain of

education.

: OCCUPATIONAL, ASPIRATIONS :

Studegté’ choice of occupation:

TABLE 6.6
Rural Urban City Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %
1. Agriculture - 36 26,09 2% 15.65 14 5.81 73 13.75
2. Small shop 12 8.70 23 15.65. 52 21.16 87 16.3%8
3. Government
Service 5 3.62 5 32.40 31 12.60 41 7.72
4, Business 17 12.32. 35 23.81 80 32.57 132 24.87
5. Of peace and
contentment. - - 1 0.68 2 0.81 3 0.56
6. Private Service 46 33.34 49 33.33 56 22.78 151 28.43
7. Mechanical 2 1.45 < - - - 2 0.3%8
8. Artisan 2 1.45 - - 2 0.81 4 0.75
9. Social Service - - 3 2.04 3 1.22 6 1.13%
10. Labour 1 0.72 - - - - 1 0.19



Rural Urban City Total

No. % No. % No. % No. %

11. Teacher 15 10.87 8 5.44 6 2.44 29 5,46
12. Priesthood 1 0.72 - - - - 1 0.19
13- Can't Sa.y 1 0072 - - - - 1 qug
Total . 138 100.00 147 100.00 246 100.00 531 100.00

The various occupations for which the students
have given a choice, can be broadly classified under
three groups viz. service (Government, Private or
Teacher), independent (Agriculture, Business - small
or large) and miscellaneous. So viewed it will be
observed that 41.61% students want to go in for service,
whereas 55% students want to go in for occupabions
which are independent. This is also corroborated by
the Kaira inquiry. 'The highest number is for business.
Next sfands service and 26.8% students would like to
join in service. 16.7% students like agriculture.

16% students like to join enlightened professions.'
(P.209—j0) .

Thus on the whole the brenﬁ is towards going in
for occupations which are . independent rather than
those where the student may have to depend for his

employment on someone else. It is consistent with the
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tradition of Gujarat where people are cogmercial and
business-minded rather than service-minded. It is
significant that even at this stage, the student has
cultivated a spirit of enterprise which alone can
pro&ide the necesgsary dash in life and enable him to
conductiany independent venture.

When we come to the areas, we fiﬁd‘that there
also, if we talk in terms of these broad groups that
we have made, we find that in case of the city students,
a very large percentage of students (59.34%) have shown
a preference for an independent profession, whereas
37.82% students want to go in for service. In case of
the urbaﬁ students also a majority of students (55.11%)
have shown the choice for independent professions
whereas 42.17% have shown choice for service. But when
we come to the rural area, we observe that almost an
equal percentage of students have ghown their choice
for service (47.83%) and for independent profession
(47.11%) .

Thus whereag the c¢ity and the urban students are
more inclined to go in for independent professions, the
rural students are maintaining»an equilibrium between the
services and the independent professions. How can this
be explained? When we look to the various choice of

occupations as expressed by the rural student,vwe find
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that it is in case of the rural studemt that the
occupatéoh of a teacher is chosen by a 1aréer per-
centage%of students which is 10.87% whereas it is 5.54%
in case of the urban students and 2.44% in case of

the city student. This is because of the fact that

the rural student has his guardian's farnm to look after
and if ée is engaged in sérvice‘as a teacher, then he
can look after the farm of the guardian and aséist him
also, in such a case;.he can havé two occupabions ab
least t£11 such time as he does not come to own his

agriculﬁural land.

Students' castes and their choice of occupation:
z Table 607 ) -
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It will be seen from the table that the choice
of occuvation of students of different caétes is in a
definite direction. Thus a large percentage of
students of the tﬁree upper castes of Brahmins, Banias
and Patidars prefer independent occupation rather than
service. S0 also, the non-Hindu castes viz. Muslinms,
Christians, Parsis and Sindhis taken separstely, are
also having a choice for independent occupation rather
than for service. It is also observed that a choice
for independent occupation is shown by the lower inbter-
mediateé and the Artisans. As against this the Rajputs,
the other intermediates, the Marathas, the lower castes
and Harijans show in a greateg percentage the. choice
of service rather than of an independent occupation.
This implies that in matter of choice of occupation
the uppér caste Hindus may not like to put themselves
under the command of any superiors who might probably
belong to the lower castes. The fact that the students
of the upper castes in a very large measure (the
Brahmins with 55.51%, Banias with 64.85% and the
Patidaré with 61.87%) show the choice of independent
occupation is suggestive of the fact that the castes
superiority complex is Wofking with them. On the other
hand, we find that 66.66% lower intermediate students
and 44.50% Artisans show the choice for independent

occupation. This suggests that they intend to enter
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these ihdependent occupations probably with a view
to acquire a status to be in line with upper castes.

In:case of Rajputs, other intermediates, Marathas,
lower céstes and Harijans, a greabter percentage of
studenté have shown the choice for service rather than
for independent occupation. Thus in case of Rajputs
66}70% have shown tﬁe,choice for service, and in case
of other intermediates 50.02% have shown the choice for
service, As against this, the percentage of.students
of other intermediate castes who have shown the choice
fof independent occupation is 49,98%. It can therefore
be said that in case of the students belonging to other
intermediate castes, they have the choice of occupation
which is almost equally divided between service and
indépen@ent occupation. In case of Marathas 57.70%
students, in case of lower castes 63.32% and in case
of Harijans 77.80% students show choice for service
rather fhan for independent occupation. This may be
explained by the fact that a large percentage of Maratha
guardiaﬁs 84.60% are engaged in service. The Maratha
students thus are service-minded following their
guardians who are also engaged in service. In case
of the lower castes and the Harijans the choice for
éervice as an occupation is very significant particularly
in view of the fact that a 1érge percentage of the lower

caste gdardians, viz, 66.70% are engaged in agriculture
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as an occupation and in case of Harijans 55.60%
guardians are engaged in physical labour. The per-
centage of the 1owér caste guardians engaged in labour
is 19.98% whereas the percentage of Harijan guardians
engaged in agriculture is 16.65%. Now, the lower

caste guardians who are engaged in agriculture are -

the landless labourers and though they till the land
they could rightly be described as agricultural
labourefs. Similarly, those Harijan guardians who

are engéged in agriculture are really the agricultural
labourers. When we combine these two, we find that in
case of the lower castes 86.68% and in case of Harijans
72.25% guardians are engaged in an occupation which '
involve some kind of physical labour. The percentage
of Harijan guardians engaged in service is more than
the lowér caste guardiens engaged in service, it being
22.20% in case of Harijans and 9i99% in case of lower
castes.’ Thus the lower castes and the Harijan students
show a dhoicé for service precisely because of the
reason that the occupation in which their guardians

are engsaged is not liked by them aznd they in fact
desire to go in for a white collar job. This is also
corroborated in view of the fact that 60.85% students
show a dislike for their guardians' occupation on the

ground that it involves physical labour.

~
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Tﬁé greater percentage of lower castes and the
Harijan:students giving a chéice for service as an
occupation seems to be for the following reasons.
Firstly, they do not like to be engaged in their
guardians' occupation which involves physical labour.
Secondly because the occubations of their guardians
do not give adequate income for the maintenance of the
femily. - The third possible reason is that the students
of these lower castes might be having a desire to sitb
in line with the other caste Hindus engaged in service
and thereby acquire a status for them.

Thus it can be said that amongst the upper castes
and the ﬁon—Hindus, the students' choice is more for
independent occupation, whereas in case of the other
caste Hindus, (excepting the lower intermediates and
the Artisans, a greater percentage of whom are already
engaged in independent occupations) it is for service
as occupétion.'

Stude, ' like/dislike for ians' occupati
and students' choosing/non-choosing it: (Table 6.8)
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Rural Urban City Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %
Liking guardians'
occupation and i '
choosing it. 40 28.98 41 28,08 60 24.49 141 26.65
Liking guardians' '
occupation and
not choosing it. 67 48.56 68 46.58 144 58.77 279 52.75
Not liking
guardians
occupation and
choosing it. 3 2.17 2 1.37 6 2.45 11 2.08
Not liking
guardians’
occupation and
not choosing it. 28 28.29 35 23,97 35 14,29 98 18.52
Total 138 100.00 146 100,00 245 100.00 529 100.00
Having observed earlier the students' dislike for

guardians' occupation and having

also considered the

students' own choice of occupation here we try to under-

stand the possible relationship between students' like/

dislike for guardians' occupation and their choosing or

not chooging it.

It will be seen from the table that quite a large

percentage of students (52.75%) like the guardians'

occupation, but do not choose it as an occupation for

themselves, The percentage of students who like

guardians' occupation and also choose it is 26.65.
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18.52% étudents neither like the guardians' occupation
nor do they choose it. 2.08% students are such that
though they do not like their guardians' occupation,
they have expressed a choice for it. Thus it can be
said thét a large percentage of studédnts formally like
 their gﬁardians' occupation in relation to the guardian
himself; but not in relation to themselves in as much
as when;it comes to them to choose an occupation they
do not choose it. It may be that the liking for the
guardians' occupation may be only a formal ome. That
the students who dislike guardians' occupation and

also do not choose that occupation have a conviction
about tﬁe choice of an occupation and that the per-
centage ?or it is 18.52% is indeed very significant.
"So also,:the students who like the guardians' occupabion
and who also choose it have also a conviction for the
occupation and the percentage for the same is 26.65%,
which also is significant. Thus it can be said that
45.17% of the Btudents have expressed their opinion
about théir like/dislike for guardians' occupation and
their choice/non-choice for the occupation oub of
conviction and not merely formally., The fact that
there are 2.08% students who, though not liking the
guardians’ occupation, want to go in for it,ia inexplain-

able, for it seems to be paradoxical. When we put the

students' like of the guardians' occupation and their
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choice together, we. find that thcugh all the 9.3%0%
students have shown a liking for the guardians'
occupation it is 52.75% students who do not choose
the guérdians"occupation.

| When We\éome to the areas, we find that there is
almost an equal percentage of students in all the three
areas who like the guardignsf occupabtions and also
choose it Thus it is 28.98% in case of the rural
area, 28.08% in case of the urban area and 24.49% in
case ofgbhe‘city area. Again when we look at the
‘categor§ of students liking guardians' occupation,
but notichqosing it, we find that the largest percent-
agé for' it is in case of the city area with 58.77%,
the urb;n area stands at the other extreme with 46.58%
and the rural area stands very near to the urban area
with 48 56%. But if we look at the percentage of
students who nelther like the guardlans’ occupation
nor choose it, it is found to be the highest in case
of the urban area w1th 23%.97% and the lowest in case
of the clty'area with 14.29%, whereas the rural area
is very near to the urban area with 20.29%. -It can
thus beiobserved‘that the urbanzand the city areas vary
invérseiy in the matter of students' liking guardians’
occupation and not’chposing it and their not liking the

guardians' occupation and not choosing it. Again, if

¥
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we 1ookzat the positive conviction as expressed by
the)stu@entsﬁin matter of like/dislike for guardiansf
occupation in reiatibn to his choosing/not choosing
it, we find that the urban student with 52.05% has a
gfeater%conviction about both the like or the dislike
for gua%dians' occmﬁation and correspondingly choosing
or not éhooéing guardiasns' occupation. It is the
lowest {n case of the city studdnt with 38.78% and the
rural student with 49,27% stands very near to the
urban sﬁudenb. It can, therefore be observed that the
conviction in matter of likej¥dislike and the choice/
non-choﬁce of guardisns' occupation is the strongest
in case bf the urban student and it is the lowest in
case of i;l:lm city student, whereas the rural student

leans more towards the urban student.
/ t

Trend of occupatiofral change in the castes:
(Table 6.9) S )
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Having seen the students' like/disglike for
their guardians' occupétion and having observed the
students' choice of occuvation, we will ﬁow be in =a
position to examine the trend of occupational change
observable in the different castes. TFor observing
this trend of occupational change, we are taking the
percentage of guardians wﬁo are engaged in an occupa-~
tion end the percentage of students of the same castes
who havé shown the choice for that occupabtion. When
we do it, we find that there is clearly observed a
two-fold trend. 4

It will be seen from the table that the one occu-
pational trend is in the direttion of going in for
business., Whereas all the castes manifest this trend,
it is aﬁsent in case of the Lower intermediate. This
is probgbly because of the reason thaf there a fairly
large percentage of guardians are already engaged in
business. If we speak of this trend, we will find that
the difference in percentage of the guardians engaged
in business and the students desiring to go in for
business is the largest in case of the Christians(55.56%),
the Sindhis (35.27%) , Marathas (26.90%), Other inter-
mediates (25%). And then come the Artisans (24.52%),
the Brahmins (22.94%), the Banias (12.05%), Harijans
(11.10%) and the Patidars (10.78%), Muslims (7.70%),
Rajputs (7.40%) and the lower castes with 3.33%.



362

Tﬁis, first occupational trend in the direction

of goiﬁg in for buéiness assunmes two forms in the

castes.

One, the castes where no guardians are engaged in
business and yet the students do desire to go in
for it. Amongst these ére included Marathas,
Lower Castes, Harijsns, Mudlims and Christians.
Thus, there are the castes which do not have any
businegs traditions existing, and the youth of
the caste aspire to lay down new traditions by
troding on paths so far untroded by his ancestors.

Second,lthe castes where the guardians are engaged in
business as an occupation, but a greater perceﬁtage
of'students of these castes want to go in for
business. These castes can be arranged in the
descending order of the difference in percentages
of (i) students' choice of business as an
occupation and (ii) guardians engaged in business
thus - Sindhis, Other Intermediates, Brahmins,
Bani‘as, Patidars and Rajputs.

Thus, youths of those castes where such occupabional
traditions exist not only own these traditions but
a greater number of them aspire to follow the
tradition. Hence, the number of persons who would
own the traditional occupational fraternity of a

' faste will be on the increase. As a consequence

the occupational tradition will be more firmly set.
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On the whole therefore it can be said that the
béckward castes are now aspiring to stand in competi-
tion and in line with the upper and the intermediate
castes, while the latbter aspire to hold to their
present occupational set up more firmly and in greater
numbers.

The second occupational trend of the students is
in the airection of private service. This trend is
manifest in the castes except Brahmins, Banlas,
Marathaé, Christians, Parsis and Sindhis. This is so,
because‘quite a fair percentage of guardians of the
students of these castes are engaged in service as an
occupation and hence the difference in percentage in
this case cannot be significant. The trend observed

. in the femaining castes is as under :

Pati- Raj~ Other Lower Arti- Lower Hgri- HMus-

Caste dars. puts inter inter sans castesjans lims
media media
tes tes
% % % % % % % %

Percentage of 25.18 63.00 33.%3 33.3% 33.30 59.00 72.25 30.75
students' chdce

for service.

Percentage of 12.94 18.50 16.66 16.66 6.60 6.66 22.20 19.25
guardians en-

gaged in
service.

Difference in 12.24 44.50 16.67 16.67 26.70 53%.%3 50.05 11.50
percentage.
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If we exclude the Patidars, it can be said thatb
this tpend is found mainly in the bsackward Hindu castes
and the lower castes. In point of difference in
percent@ges it is the highest in case of the lower
castes (53.33%) followed by Harijans (50.05%), and
then follow Rajputs (44.50%), Artisans (26.70%), Other
intermeéiates and the lower intermediates with 16.67%
each. The Patidars and the Muslims come at the snd
dwith 12;2&% and 11.50% respectively.
This indicates that the backward castes show in
an increasing measure preference for whitg collar jobs
and for independent business. They are therefore the
prospective competitors of their fellow students of the
upper castes. This may lead to inter-caste conflicts in

the filling up of occupational set-ups

: SOCIAL ASPTRATIONS :

Preference for place of settlement:

With the changing pattern of social order, people
from the:rural area are observed to have a tendency to
migréte to the urban areas and settle there. And yet
the attachment to the place of stay in many cases is
fairly strong. In what foilows, we observe the students'

preference for place of settlement.



Preference for place of settlement:

TABLE 6.10

' ) 14 1 A Y

Rural  Urben ' City  Total

No. % No. % No. % No. %

1. In villasge 74 52.86 54 36.00 37 14.80 165 30.56

2.
3.
4,

.In city 26 18.57 50 33.33 1671 64.40 237 43,88
In both . 31 22,14 30 20.00 41 16.40 102 18.89
Can't say 9  6.43 16 10.67 11 440 36 6.67

Total 140 100.00,150 100.00 250 100.00 540 100.00

It will be observed from the teble that a large
percentage of students (43.88%) prefer to settle in
the city, 30.56% prefer to settle in the village,
whereast6.67% students are such who are not able to
tell precisely about their preference. There are
18.89% students who have given as their preference,
both village and city. It is this percentage of
students that is not decisive about the place of
sebttlement and if we take them entirely, both with
the city percentage and the village percentage, then
the percentage of students showing preference for city
would be larger as compared to the percentage for

village. On the whole, therefore, the student
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expresses a tendency of setfling in the city rather
than in.the village. i

When we come now to the areas of our investigation,
we observe that in case of the rural area, 52.86%
students prefer settling in a village, 18.57% students
prefer to settle in a city. Thus for every one student
in a hundred who prefers to sebttle in the city, there
are almost three others in a hundred in case of the
rural area who desire to settle in the village. If we
now takg 22.14% students who have given their preference
both for village and city then we find that the prefer-
ence for village would be by about 75% students whereas
for city it would be by about 40% students. In case
of the urban students the percentage who desire to
settle in the village is 36% whereas 33%.33% desire to
settle in the c¢ity. Thus the-preference for place of
settlement in the case of the urban student is almost
equal be%wesn the city and the village. In case of
the cityistudent, there is a distinet difference in the
students; preference for place of settlement because a
very large majority of students have exXpressed their
desire for settlement 'in the city. Thus 64.40% students
have given their preference for city whereas 14.80%
have givén their preference for village. This means
that fortevery one city student who has given his
preferénée for the wvillage, there are over four others

who prefer to settle in the city.
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Inithe Kaira inquiry "majority o: the students
in rura} area (58%) prefer to dwell in villages,
whereas%majority of students in big towns (60.7%)
would 1like to dwell in cities" (P.203). This meems
that thé urban effect on the rural student is not
there. | |
| <This ev;dences'the fact that the rural student
hasré gfeater leaning for the rural area and the city
student has a greater leaning for the city area. The
urban student *.is almost equaily divided between the
city ané the villagé. But even there, it can be seen
that thé percentage of the rurél students who desire
to settlé in the city is larger than the percentage of
city stﬁdents who desire to settle in a village. A
very poéitive trend;of migration therefore is observable
and'thaé trend is suggestive of a migration from the

rural;td the urben and the city areas.
Students'

(castes and their liking for settlement:
f ’ (Table 6.11)
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We now observe how the students' liking for a
place of settlement is related with their castes.

From the table, it will be observed that the
castes with a gfeater pefcentage for preference of
settlement in city are the Brahminsg (59.75%), the
Banias (52.70%), the Other intermedisbes (66.64%), the
Artisans (44.50%), the Marathas (76.90%) and the
Muslims, Christians, Parsis and Sindhis with 61.50%,
44.,70%, 50% and 58.84% respectively. So also it will
be observed that the castes which have a greater
percentage for preference of settlement in the village
are the Patidsrs (47.53%), Rajputs (44.50%), Lower
interme@iates (49.98%), Lower castes (56.71%) and
Harijans (33%.40%). This is very significant.

The Patidars and Rajputs have a larger percentage
for gsettlement in the village because of the reason
that the Patidars are mainly the agriculturists and as
such they are concentrated not only in a city or town,
but they are spread over the different villages of the
district. Naburally, therefore, the students of that
caste have a tendency in a greabter percentage of
settling where their parents have settled. Their
agricultural land is in the village and round about
the village, and agriculture being their main occupation

they cannot afford to' leave the village, for, leaving

the village would mean leaving the land and going out
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" in search of a new occupation. This is what also
accounts for 'the preference for dwelling in a village
being the highest in case of Patidars' (P.204) in the
Kaira inquiry. The same may be said about the Rajputs
because they are also mainly agriculturists in as
much as 66.70% of them are having agriculture as their
occupation. In 'case of the lower intermediate, lower
casfes and Harijans ip can be said that they want to
stick on to the village probably because they have
less of education and income. Further, they may be
finding it difficult to get adjusted in the urban set
up - after having stayed for generations in the rural
) set up.

The Brahmins, the Banias, the other intermediate,
the Artisans and the Marathas and the other non-Hindus
prefer to settle in the city. The kinds of jobs and
occupations they prgfer are moﬁe available in the cities
rather than in the rural area. Again when they give
their preference to the city for settlement, they
prefer a way of life. And the city way of life is
possible in the city and not in a village. Further,
the occupations in which the guardians are engaged nmay
also be partly responsible in determining the students'®

preference for stay.



In case of the non-Hindu castes the larger
percentage for settlement in city is understandable
in viéw of the fact that their population being small
they would like to dwell at a place where they can
experience a cosmopolitan atmosphere rather than
sectarian one.

Thus, in this chapter VI we have observed that -

Students do think about their fubure and they do
have their own aspirations -~ educational, occupational
and social.

A greater percentage of city students intend to
study further as compared to the percentage for the same
of the urban or the rural students. The aspiration
for further studies on the part of upper and Intermediate
Hindu éastes is almost equal but it is not so, in case
of Harijans and the lower-castes. Students' academic
quality is corelated with students' future plans.

The higher the academic quality, the lower the
percentage intending to go in for service and conversely
the lower the academic quality, the higher is the
percentage of students desiring to go in for service.
The trend in matter of selection of a course for further
study 1is bowards the technical and professional courses

rather than for liberal courses.
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In matter of choice of occupation the trend is
towards going in for occupabtions which are independent
rather than those where they may have to depend for
their employment on someone else. This trend is more
manifested in the upper caste Hindus than in others.
The occupational trend amongst the backward castes is
to enter into business -~ the occupation of the upper
and the intermediate castes. The students of the
upper and intermediate castes aspire to hold to their
present occupational sebt up ﬁore firmly and in greater
numbers. As a mattef of formal liking, the students
to a large percentage like their guardiams' profession,
but when it comes to themselves to choose the szme
occupations, they do not choose them.

Students' social aspirations as witnessed in their
preference for the thtrace of settlement brings out that
43,38% studeiats prefer to settle in city, 30.56% in
the village, whereas 18.89% have shown preference both
for city and village and 6.67% students are indecisive

about their preference for settlement.



