CHUAPTER - VI

- Lineage snd local Commumity

L=

In this chapter, we are concerned with the territorisal
structure in the Bhil socisl system - i,s, the framework for
the grouping together of individuels by ties of neighbour-
hood, for the exercise of recognised authority in settling
disputes, finding redress for injuries and repressing
actions regerded as antisocial or injurious to the welfare of
the‘community*asﬁa whole by the application of direct or
indirect sanctions, Further we are concerned with the differ-
~entiztion of individvals and groups with reference to their
roles in the community-socio-economic, political or ritual,
and the differentiation based on sex and sge; and also with
the loci of leadership in the several spheres with a view fo
understand te what extent they converge gr diverge, in the
social 1ife of the communiiy as a whole,

The unit of territorial orgenisation is e villege,
Fhil villeges in this region are dispersed settlements
consisting of a number of isolated homesteads scattered over
s considerable stretch of territory. Hach homestesd is
usually situated on its own cultivated fields within a
large clearing and is separated from its neighbours by
cultivaeted fields, patches of jungle and frequently by one
or more ridges of a hill which intervemes to cut up =2

villege into twoe or more isolated parts, One of the essenvial
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features of =z Bhil villegme is the sepsration of homesteads
and censeguently a relative 1@01%t10n of the families from
one another, Tt does not heve a distinet physicel identity
of the type which ch naracterizes o muclested village where the
inhabited sres is restricted to a relatively amall space
in the centre, vhile cultivated fields and fallow lend lie
2ll around it, In such a village, ihe local community is =
clearly discernible entity integrated by ties of neighbour-
heod and of shered ewperiences in the gocial and economic
spheres of sctivity, Bhil villages however lack such a sharp
physicel identity. Ideally each hous?hol&é;“lives-on his own
farm and is not forced to come intb ceﬁsﬁént and sustained
contact with the people of the other homestesds, In the
plains. especielly, what iz called a village, might he
nothing more than a number of isalaﬁéd”homesteads breught
under one administrative suthority, In the Jhalod and Dohad
talukes of Panchamehals District snd the plains of Jhebus,
there are villages which have more thsn e hundred homeste=ds
with a population range of four to five hundred snd extend-
ing over many sguare miles, In swch villeges, the people
on the outer areas specially do not come inte sufficiently
close contact with esch other fto cous tltuﬁ a single local
community, Usually‘one,finds such villeges bresking up
into two or more wards or phaliyss each of which operates
28 a unit of territorisl groupings for most significant
purposes, The homesteads which are in easy communicable
dimtances from each other come together fraguently for

seversl purposes and in course of time a sense of unity,
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or of "belonging' is fostered among the several wmembers,

In large villsges such ag Bhenpur, each ward ar
phaliva acvs independantly of the other two wards in most
resnects, efeept for sdminisirstive purposes when ihey have
to be subservient to the authority of the Tadavi, Often
it has been found that the people of a particuler ward
might be having far closer social, econonic and ritual
relations with the people inbabiting the contiguous terri-
tory even vhen it iz under the juriediction of enotner
administretive unit, than with the other wards of their
own village, 1,8, they form a lscal community across
administrative boundaries, -

Thas the administrative villoge apd the local
comanity are two different concepts wnich may not
necezsarily coincide, Villages vith a large number of
homesieads scattered over s very wide area tend to develop,
vhich operate zs independent entilies for most purposes,
1t also hsppens sometimes, that people of two or more small
villsges are brought inte such close relations with one
snother that in course of time, they might come to regard
themselves ag constituting a single community and each
villege, as constituting = phsliva of the larger group,

‘ Villeges in the Rptanmdl area however, are
-ccn°1derah7y gmeller both as regards the population and in
extension, There are two or three large villages such as
Panam - area 4,4 sqgﬁiles, 82 households and a population
of 457 personsy Put most‘villsgas.in this have a range of

popul stion between 100-150 persons, Alindrs is typical of
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thege villages with 3,0 sq.miles, 29 homesteads and 12¢
persons, There are also very small villages suchgas Pipergots
with 1,7 sgjniles, 12 households and 50 personaik Further, =
lerger part of te villege is often en uninhabited jungle
while habitation itself is relatively concentrated in sbout =
third of the tetsl area, So that while these villsges are 21l
dispersed settlements, the several homesteads are situated
with easy cormuniceble distances of one gnother,

Further the villoges in these hilly areas do not have
contiguous territories, particulérly as regards their
cultivated and inhabited portions, Eazch-villege is clearly
demarksted from the others by a wnodedﬁfidge of a hill, s
river or some such naturs? boundsry and since the people of
any village keep well within theze boundaries,the

tanece,

_communities are kept distinet,; Ony the Retammal for in

&2

the villeges sre situsted in the severzl valleys at the ton,
bound on all sides by high ridges and tablelsnds of a nighor

eltitude, Alindra-is on the gouth-esstern agpect of Hatenmel,
Fhuvars is to the west of Alindre more or less on the saae
altitude, while Pipergota is on a higher sltitude to their
north, These villages on the hills are demarketed from the
others by the steep slopes snd favlis of Ratermel, 3o
sutomatically the social spgce of the people in each villsge
is neeessarily restricted to within their evm boundaries

" end to s lesser extent with the people of the other villagés,
Thus, in this area, the edministrative village snd the locsl

commnity coincide to a considerable extent,
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ally villeges asre located near some persemninl
gource of water such as 2 river, stresm or spring, The
several homesteads th@nsélv$s are lecated wherever sufficient
.

ns far as possible within zn easy walking distamce of a

land - relatively level and free of rocks, is &vailal
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river, spring or waler hole dug in the dry bed of = sessonal
gtrean, Looking at the gketoh mzp of Alindra, we find that
the valley is croaszed by a river (Fohat which later joins
the river Pansm after a drop of about 500 ft,) and by =
mmber of other streems (snla te perennial streaws sre shown
in the map), It may be noticed that the several homesteads
tend to be grouped in the vicinity of the waier sources, the
need to be wilhin easy distences from sources df drinking
water, imposes a practicsl restriction on the dispersal of
the homesteads, ‘

Purther, thsre is a constent threat te the persen ,
crops and live sbock of a Fhil peasant from robber bands who
frequently raid lonely homesteads, manhendle the inmates
and carry a2way their cattle and obther property, escaping
through the dense jungles where persuit is almost impossitle
and from the wild beasta of the jungle which raid their
fwc?és in herds to ravage the standing crops or io zlieck
thezr live stock, In either event, there would be on urgent
need for succour and unless it is quickly forthcoming, the
victim would be unsble to mave eny of his property =t &ll,
It is found thet homestesds in these wonded valleys are
generally loceted within a hailing distancse of their

nearest neighbours, The usual criterion is that vhen a men
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shouts from the porech of hie medi he should be clesarly

audible to the inhabilsnts of the homestesds nesrest to him

on gither eide, So, vwhen in danger, he can essily sumron
his neighbours to his aid by shouting ot the ton of hie
voice,

There is vet another faétor which tends to modify
the dispersal in Bhil villages, Tt may be recelled that ~aen
a perseon warries, he frequently prefers te build his home-
zstead neer the parental one, such that there need be no
abrupt break in their relations, Thus, clusters of iwo or
more homesteads are freguently found, These clusters persist
80 lemg a8 the senior sncastor is slive and may continue
even after his death, Looking at the mep of Alindre sgain,
WO - find a.ﬁu;b&r of such clusters of two ar more homestesds,
{n on analysis, it was revealed that the seversel house
holders in 2 cluster are cloze relatives, A geneslogical
chart showing on anslysis of the largest cluster in Alindrs
consisting of five units,is given opposite poge . 1t may
be seen that it consists sf the househnlds of Dhulia bBhuriys,
hia two married soms, two married sisters of Dhulia with
their :children, end the two children of his decezsed brother
Yohensingh living with t%eir'pamernal sunt, In the other
clugters also a,szmzlar situstion wee found, Khatiya hariye
and his tve married sons congtitmbe one cluster of three
homestedds, Jamla Bhuriya, his sorn end his merried deughter
(the one who has g ghar-immei) constitvte cnother cluster
and so on. In each ease it was s closely related kingroup

.

vhich formed a smaller neighbourhood group with e grecter

o
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degree of collskoration snd wutual dependence in their
socizal and economic and i:edr defense needs, within the
fraomevork' of the largéer commmity, The very fact that they
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sre relati velv imolated from the reat of the commumity tends

.

o confer a g?eater degree of solidarity ond ideniily wupon

o

the memvers of such clusters, Here we do not have
gituation of total digperssl, where esch ha@e:;ead in
isolated from the ¢thers, bul & modifisd form,it, where

three or four-homesteads form z clusier with culiivated
fields all sround them, while the village consiste of a
series of such clusters dispersed over sn extensive territory
a ﬂltuﬂtlor which is found in Locrﬁ gnd along the valleys

r 4

of the waqtﬁrn Ghats,
It

-

A-noymigl Fhil villege in these paris consiests of one
or more linenges of the came or different clens, There sre
a largé nugber of villages in “ohad and Jhsled ieluks where
the enlire populstion belongs to o single lineage growp,. ¥or
instence, nesr Jhelod town, there are four large villasges
adjacent 1o each other, vith a totel population of over
20006, end 311 the four villsges claim descent from the some
pacegtor, one ¥Kallae of the clan of Sangads, Tradition hes it,
that seversl generations sgo, ¥alla migrated with his vife

and children frow a pleced called Onjani in Rajssthen, =né

]

founded the villege Bajsrwads, The other three villeges ware
established in due course by hig descendanta, a5 they

inereased in mumbers, There are 1o writlen genealogies and
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information has to be ccl?evueﬂ from 0ld people whose
memories do not go back farther than four generations, Gensa-
logies with o depth of six te eight generations sre aveilstle

4 they show that most people in 2 village are related io
cach other, kot these geneelogies do not go vack fer enough
to 1link vp the four villeges with each other, Hovever, all
the descendants in the four villages asrs bound together by
the tradition if not the kvowledgs, that they are vrelsted to
each other, In support of this, they a1l observe pollution
whnen a beby is bLorn snd when a death occurs, Agein the

hsadn of the nections »f the clsn and the hesds (pebel)

the fnur<v11?ﬁgeq heve to cooperate on meny oceasions,
Fina

ally, sll the“aesc@ndann Teel that they foris 2 single
lineage (nzl).. '

H@ﬁavérs lineages extending over four villages are
indeed rﬁre,'and not to e found in lhe HKetemasl area,
There are a few villeges in thig area, which consist

practicslly of a single linesge group with a depih end
extension of upto fivé or six generations, Pipergots for
instance consists almost éntirely of & single Vskhla
lineage group descended from Hamla Vskbhla - a foster son of
the Phoriyes of Alindra, In these villeges, one finds a
dominant linesge, claiming descent from the original
founders of the villege snd therefore ownsrship of ihe
entire village, Thie dominant linesge group is referred to
as the bhaibeta (1it, children of brothers, here 'kindred')
of the villesge, The other lineasge groups in the village

are the descendants of those people who in the distani past



were invited or permitied to setile in that villoge by the
elders of the dominant linesge, These lineege groups

referred to as the karhan (1it, tenant) and enjov only

k3

limited rights, holding their lands, in theory at leest, at
he plessure of the bheibste, In any village are found
living, = dominant linesge with one or more ksrhan or

- <

subordinate lineeges, In Alindra, the Bhurivss sre the bhai-
bete, while there sre six olher karhan linesge groups, In

Bmvare, Bariye

'

form the daminent group with three cor four
lineage groups forming the kay Paﬁs. In Pipergota, the
Vakhlas constitute practically the entire pepulation,
except for one kerhap femily seltled in the village about
twenty vesrs ago.

In most.- villsges, the bhaibeba possess ithe wmost

fertile bits of land in large heldings, sometimes far in

oy

sxcess of their cepscity to till, Though grass and fodaer

c-...

re gientifulloﬂ the Rstammal and neigh bsnrlrg hills, some
choice pastures are reserved by the bhzibeta for their
sttle, Yost of the fruil trees, such as the mango, and
eateelu and other ecomomically valuable trees such as
teak, mahus, snd cotechu in the villsge (excluding the
forest lands which are govermuent property), are slso
retained by them, tbwe though sometimes such trees are
gitusted on Tields given awsy to the karhsns.

wthority in the village is mostly concentrated

in the dom1nﬁnt lineages and is exercised through the

headman (tadavi) who is generally the head of the senier

gection of the bhaibets linesge, The headmen ie 2lse the



head of the villege assembly (psncha) and is agmisted by one
or two other functionaries who are normally drewn from miongst

his kinsmen only, His déecisions laken in consuliseti

s

B

on
he sssembly, sre firnal, He TENTESe enls the villege in nll
the inter-villege relations,
“aenever s portion of the jungle within the terri-
toriel limits of ﬁis’village,ﬁes elsared for purporers nf

cultivation by 2 kerhen, %h@ heaﬁmzn was entitled te be psid

2 hesd-~loerd of fuel snd a ¢ of “ﬂlt (B seers = 31 lbs),
par ‘plough', fhenaver the jun gle in his village wes lepsed

!

by the Covermment o f:mmﬂl nf fuel merchonts, the lgtie

had to pey bip rov&lﬁy of Pe,1/~- to 1-8-0 per sazch ca

X r
of t}nhaf or fuel rem@ved from the precincts of the villege,
Hegotiations foricoﬁtrecting sn alliance or settling
o dispute with s person living in another villege, had to
teke place th raa#h‘am& in the presence of the headmen of
either villege, Agreements srrived at through the headmen

were becked vp by the local commnity, which wse then

e 5
responsible Yor seeing thet the terms of syreement are
complied with by either party, Fhen sny sgreement wes

eached without the cogniessnce or spprovsl of ths headman,
the parties were lizhle to be censured snd ths hesdmen =ni
the as<enbly were in no wey bound by such sgreements, On
the other hand, such sctior was regarded as the floutiﬁg
of the authority of the hezdman and throvgh him of the locel
community snd senctions rengsing from public censure or

ridicule to fines,vere 3@@11&& against the offender, 'hen

the offence wes serious, the iadavi conld nstrazcise the
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person concerned, by i?reaking_ off ajll. gsccial relations with
him and refusing te pafticipé,te in any social or ritusl

" cerférnonials spam@a_d by him "or to attend sny social gather-
ing convened by him whether for whatever pﬁrpese. When the
tadavi takes such a stand, it practically amounts to the
ostracism of _£¥ze iﬁéii{ié&al concerned, since nobody else would
cooperate with the him in eny of his ventures till he makes
_his pRace with the headman and the asseubly. When Raisingh

: "}angl wlsbehaved mrar the gquestion of g;;.vznb t’ne Pujara (a8

: fmactmnm who eoardmﬁtes the ni;ual activities of the
eommumtv - usually & pmest)[dae share (lag) in the meat
of an aneastar"%ztual qaerlfme, the heaéman of Alindra
pu‘blwly daclaxed ":,’ﬂat he ?z*z;d broken with Pmsmgh after
trying to make h.un behave pmperl:;r. "ractlcslly everyhedy in
the villag,e fellmecl mﬁ. «:ebady muld 0 'to his house, he
was not invited to thg annua}. sacrifice ta the tutelary
@iiﬁ»a of the villsge and when taxes wore collected that
year at Bhuvaro, Reisingh was totslly ignored by ihe people
of Alindra, He had come fully srmed with his bow slung snd
aﬁraﬁé held resdy, to show his defiance of thans, Later,
Beyala and others’ laughed at this ex’nibitien; "Eoes he think
that we want to ‘baa:b him? It is amugh that we dont spesk
to hlm. He will come vound by and by to gnaloglza or else
he mll h@vaﬁif%unllagez of his own accord,” Gnly Lalya

Finema, Reisingh's mother's bmther centinued to hsve social

" relations with hlm t‘mugh -even he mada it clear thst he

dispprorved disapproved of P mmg}r's ;eué with the
_ hesdman, "



hs the epokesmsn of the bhaibeta snd the assembly,

‘ns decisions were final, The revenue and police autghorltze«
gemral},y find it convenient %;e» support the headman, lo
persen could be settled on the ﬁllag;e‘ lands without the
ézeadmaﬁ"s approval, He “ég}ult‘} ‘axpel any menter of his villags,
vhom he _eaﬂsiderad an undesirsble gerseﬁ-.

| A@‘&embef of a sub:;‘?dinate ‘linegg;e- (W) was subjsct
" 1o certain restrictions, Even in s:z{;h‘maﬁtem as vere of
s;ieci“al interest to 'hi‘m only, such as an exorecision ritual

to cure s sick .chil& he had to infcim the headmsn and
regquest him to be prwent at the rztzaﬁ,l Y‘hﬂ_ a bird or e
bveast was saerificed, & spamfzﬂd pcr‘bwn of the garcase had
'te be g;wm'l to the heaﬁman a8, his due(lag) ballure to give
him the_share wag aeam&d an,znault,ané xnvarxably_led,to

the concerned karhen being b hibrassed and occasionally even
beaten up, ‘ ‘
' Yhenever a grrl was merried, several of her kinsmen

were entitled to receive shres (dspa) in the brlée priece
| paid for her by the groun's fii_‘l?iil'y; Generelly the sevsral
dspsvelas (réeipieﬁ’c,é of the g@g}_raciprocme by returning
it 28 & gift o -the girl herself, in the form of a calf or
some omamem‘bs‘ The- claimg ef the 10(:31 cormuni a,y for
s:zare m the bridewealth are metb hj,r a fepst given to the
entire villsge ::m the -eve ei the marm%e. ¥urtner, in the
ca’sé af é karhan girl, the headman %*as ‘entitled to a

spem&l share {kuvas:{,). Hig clamss for the fuvasi were based

on t"ze grozmda, that he takes. care of the welfare of the

karhien snd takes & lending part in the r}egm.-latlans for
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his daughter's werriage, Further, if anything should go
wrong later,~the girl is ill-treated, snd Tuns away from
her husband or othefwisa misbehaves,again he would have
o to bear the brunt of the negotiastions, However, the
bhaibeta were not required to pay him the luvasi for as the
head of their linesge group, whatever functions he performe
on their behalf, would be those legitimately expected of
for the kuvesi in their ealculations of the bridewealth
to be received, This money hovever, ig retained by the
father of the giri along with his own share and the shares
of the mether end brotherwy of the girl,

‘ Generally, the karhsng were regarded as mere tenants,
In theory at least, they were excluded from having an
effective voice in the management of ordinary village
affairs, Further, they were largely excluded from partieci-
pation in the vitusl life of the community, For instance,
the apmuel sserifice to babadeo - the tutelary spirit of the
village, was regarded as of exclusive interest to the
dominent lineage, The karhsns were invited to sttend the
ceremonies comnected with this sacrifice ss passive parti-
cigantéxzbﬁt excluded from actively collaborsting in the
ritual., On such ocgasions, they would be the ‘guests of the
village', along with a few other invitees from the neigh-
bouring villsges, They would be fed sumptuously by their
hosts on the previous night, and formally invited to
witness the ritusl on the following day. Portions of meat

snd liguor were given to the karhaps after the final
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sacrifice was over,to take home with them, Contributions
towards the expenses on this and similar:gEZasiona are
collected only from the dominent group, However, all karhans
are expected to be e in a state of ritual purity, from the
day previous to the sacrifice t£ill the rituel is wound up,
for rituel impurity or pollution fesulting'from s death,
birth or sickness in the village or from sexual intercourse
in sny person of the villege, would nmullify the sacred
astmogphere needed for a successful outcome of the ritmal,
Thusg, we have a picture in the preceding pages of a
commmnity consisting of a dominant linesge - powerful and
privileged, snd éne or more subordinate liresges not even
heving full ownership rights over the land they have been
holding for genera&iens,Aan& barred f:nm—participaxion in
2 large arda of social and ritual life of the community, In
such a community, one mey expect to find deep animosities

and frictions developing between the two groups,
11T

Actually however, in practice the situation is
different, in enalysis of the circimstances under which the
differcnt karhan setilements took;plaee,%elps ug to under-
atend the situstion. The karhan settlements in most villeges
seem to have taken place ﬁﬁder three types of cirecumstancesi-
(1) 4n acute shorbage of cultivable land available in

o -elatiaﬁ'tc_the size of the kindred group subsisting
upon it, resulting in the migration ef a segment to

other villsges (ef infre p,41-43),
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(2) Internal dissensions in = villsge,in a linesge group
or jcint femily,oceasionally resulted in the wesker
section withdrawing from the field, It may be recalled
that Surpal and his father late Samla tadevi of
Pipergota would not get along with each other for a
1eng time, So Surpsal went over to 4.1}76 with his maternal
unecle who gave him some land, Whon Samla di ed, the

Vekhlas of Pipergota invited Surpal to go back and to
be their headmsn, Surpal did se, but within a yesr or
two, it was spparent that he could not get along with
the people of his vi‘llége. There were a few ugly
incidents, when Yhnen who was really shouldering the
reagnn%ibil‘itiﬁs of @ha’&&aﬁmaﬂ, sceused him of shif't-
lessness and:iaﬁk of iayﬂty to the people of his
village and demended that he shonld req relinguish
hig office as tadavi, Though the other wembers of the
linesge group were guiet all along, Surpal was soon

- aware thet if it come damme to a show~down, they would
support Khumsn, S0 he wes srranging to give up his
office as tadavi and go back to his malernal uncle or
to Kenjeta where Kaliya Tedavi was promising to
give him some lands,

. | Similarly the Dangi brothers Hursing and
‘if'iraingh,wére constantly at loggerheads, Neither o_f
‘them had sufficient land and each wanted the other to
give up his share and go to another villsge where good

1end wight be available. So. they beceme bitter agsinst
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each other, quarr@llf‘vhan and wherever they met, The elders
of Pipergota seem to have got tired % of this state of
affairs at last and told them that meighé neither of th

could stay in the village, Tursingh went over to Nsnsalai

to live with his father's brother and Virsingh who had
werried Dhuli Winama - a sister's daughter of Royala Tadavi,
was invited to settle down in Alindra, His son Raisingh,
again provides us @1tb an illustration of th&spoeint, His
feud with Kovala may bs recalled, By breaking off 21l soeisl

relations with him, the people of Alindra were making it very

awkward Tor him to contimue to stay in Alindra, Vhen I was

lagt in Alindre in 1954, I hesrd thet he was trying to

perauade Khumen Vakhla of Pipergota to permit him to settle

‘on the land of his father at Pipergota, ﬁowever, the general

concensus of the Vakhlas was that they dmdz went a quarrel-
some veighbour in their village, It wdy be noted however,
that internsl dissesnsions in the family or the lineage
group do not alwayg result in the dissenter leaving or
wigrating to another village, The other members of the local
community always intervene whénever thé disputes become
scrimonious end bring pressure to bear upon either party

to come to a compremise, Such an extreme step as migration
is resorted %o, only when évary attempt at comprimise frils,
Wigrations of individuals or femilies, occur to other
villages in response to a eall for sid from a sibling in
dlstrﬂas.':nder thig calegory, one may 2lso inelude the
cases of the return of a widow or divorceefto her natel

group . Movements to affinal & villages have teken place
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when any one of ihe above zeis of circumstances were
prevalent, Such migrations are evidence of the strength
of the affinal bord which always cut across linesge
bonds and freguently link wp individuzls in differeunt
villégeg,

An analysis of the three villages of Ratenmal gives
us three domipant linesges snd thirteen subordinate lire ages,
0f thé latter, three were established by persons who came in
search of land as =such and ﬁhere was ho previous affinity
with the dominent lineage of the village where the seltleument
occured, In one cese, the migration :ssultaé from guerrels
between two brothers over lsnd - Virsingh Usngi's case, All
the éther cases were of settlements which tock place under
one or the other circumstances of the third type, Three
linesges were established as a consequence of uxorilocal
marriege, In two cames these occured bscause the father of
the bride had ne male issue snd wanted his daughter's
husband to be 23 2 son to him (Ninamas of Alindra and the
Bhuriyss of Bhuvara), end in snother, the bridegroom came to
serve his bride's father as a hall in lieu of her brideweslth
end was later asked to settle down with bim only, Recently
tere was snother instsnce of ¥emsingh of kalu marrying the
leme daughter of Jhumla of Alindre, as s gharismai, In course
of generatieng, thisg might give rise 1o yet snother karhen
group, In three other casee, it was a widowed sister who was
brought back ﬁa her natel village with her sons by her
brother, Lsnd was given tﬁvﬁer sons by their maternal uncle,

vho in 211 the three cs=zes, was the tadavi of the concerned



village (Bameniyas and Minamas of Alindra snd Damors of
Bhuvare), | _

In the rémaining cases, invitation to g0 over was
extended to the sister's husband himself,either because he
Was’suffering from a shortage of lend in his village of
origin or from a freguent recurrsnce of famines and epidemica
in the ares, Gaﬁgaji-Baiiya was i1l for a long time in PunakoC
snd it was suggested that he change the waters®. Badhya
who was then the hoadmen of Alindra, their wives were
sisters, invited Gengaji to live in Alindra only. Tw§
generations later, Khatiya, a grandson of Gangaji,has
_ invited Basudo Gamar the hnghané_of an only sister to live
with him, as he did not want to part from her,

I have in an esrlier 6ontexﬁ, discusged the cases
of Restmi end her husbend Jetha of Lilavente, who lived in
Bedis for seveén years, to look efter the Z;phaned children
of Reshmi's decessed bro+her hatqa Bhura, 1In 1953, they
were being persuaded not to go bac? o Lilavants at all,
but settle dowm in %ﬂdla'penaenently. The Lshur linesge was
also egtablished in Hedis under more or less similer
cireumsiances only, it wss 2 brother vhe went to live neer
his widowed sister to bring up her children. kven where the
karhana were totsally unrelated to the bhaibets at the
time of their settlement in a village, affinal links
were egtablished during the éourse_ef two or three genera-
tions, through allisnces between ksrhan girls snd bhaibets
boys snd vi¢e~ver%&, Parther, the affinsl ties had &

tendency to repeat themselves and each llnev ge group in the
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village would be linked to the others by these repetitive
ties, Thus in eny village, the community econsists of =
dominant agnatic gznu@, with a number of affinel linesges
grafted on to them, In such a community, any sharp distinct-
ion between the dominant and-suberdinate iineage groups has
a2 tendency to be softensd down in practice, Often, e karhan
would be a close kinsmengdaughter's son, a sister's husband,
or s mother's brother, with whom one should have an affect-
ionate relstionship,

' Further, though the bhsibets sre dominate in theory,
they ere rarely so in fact, This is specially so in a

village of'ény considerable size with s large karhan

populatien, Due‘io factors of unequal fertility and indus-
try, often the karhsns are economically ass gtable as the
bhaibeta, Quite often, the karhans are mmerically and
economically stronger than the dominant lineage, In
Aindra for instence, the Winsmas and the Rariyas are guite
ag affluent 28 the tedavi himgelf, In fact, Xhatiya heaa
mansged to acquire for more cxtensive fields than Hoysla
even, 5S¢ the latter are willy-milly, ferced ie concede
them groater prominence and to associate them more and more
in the menagement of the affairs of the cormmmity, Since
most important matters of common interest are discussed
and the decisions arrived aﬁ'in the panch comprising of =211
the adnlts in the villege, the karhens have as effective a
voice in prectice, as the bhaibeta, in influencing the
decigion, Because of their links with the dominant lineage,

moet of the privileges snd »et reservations of the latier



sre open to them elso to en extent,if not as a matter of
right, at least as » matter of courtesy snd goodwill, For
instance, if = bhaibets finds his sister's son grazing his
cattle on hig (the former's) reservations or taking some
mango fruits from his tree, he is not likely to object to it,
On the contrary, he would in all likelihood, be ready to
share them with his close kinsaen end friends, Ties of
kinship snd affinity vhich run criss-cross through the entire
community, go a long wy way towards minimising the sharp
differences between the dowinant and subordinste groups.

For instence, vwhen Foyela sils emoking with Himlio Paramar or
¥hativa Beriys, their relationship is not governed by the
fact of Bnyala.being the head of the Ihaibets lineage and
their being karhens, They are affines and friends who have
come together to telk of some thing of mutual significance
or possibility just to pass the time, Whenever there é?ul&
be 2 dispute smong tb& people, the tadsvu znd the sssembly
¥ill be listening to the,angmﬁeJts from thelr seversal
friends aﬁd relatives on behalf of the parties to the
dmvpute, o sgein are related to them in some way or the
odhﬁr ~ a sister's soun, wife's brother, or a maternal uncle
ar his son, In such a case, even a bhalbets disputant is
not likely to get any weightage over the others. In fact,

it is significant that vhile the tadavi might insist upon
some of his prerogstives euch s the kuyasi (headmen's

share in_tﬁe bridewealth) and his share of the sacrificial

meat (1l2g) on any ritwal ecccasions, the bhaibets do not
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zlways insist upon their oconomic privileéges, For instence,
vhilé some mahna trees in the villsge might in fact, be the
property of a bheibeta, he often tokes mo objection to some
of hig relatives callecting the flowers, tomla for instance,
had some maludi (mahué tress) in some of his fallow fields
situated far away from his homestead, Flowers however were
being customarily collected by Vasna Demor and a few other
kérhans. In Alindra and Bhuvare, the karhans had been
conceded the righta over mengo, mshus snd other timber
situsted in their fielde, long befare the Eombay Tenancy
Regulagtions of 1948 csme ivte force or were even heard of in
this erea. The g genersl. feelzaﬁ,vaq that the presence of such
lergs trees as the mshus, wmango, tesk, catechu, etc, in any
Tield has geunerally en adverse effect upon the crops in such
fields; Thai being so, why should the owner of such fields
be deprived of their bﬁnefits,alsoiﬁ&n fact, clashes between
the bhaibets and others cv%iiszgglissues have occured in g
few villeges only recently,eti, the ingtigation of some of
the socisl workers in the ares from certain ulterior political
motives, Further, such clashes have occured mostly in the
mul%igrovp«villages to the east and norﬁh.— those economi-

cslly dominated by Xolis and Patlias, In such villages, the

distinction of the bhaib@te.ané karhgn groups are further
accentuated by grou§~rivalries, without the kinship
conziderations coming in at the same time to mitigate

thee differences, Claghss have oceured not so much within

th ssme tribal group, as hetween people of different groups,

Mtnother factor that considersbly affects the position,
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is that as the bhaibeta 1igeage develops in course of
veneratlone, it is subject to the seme process of fission as
are the other 11neages, Freguently, seguents bresk away from
the main group under any one of the above circumstences and
migrates to snother villa ?e;.%hth an increasing resistance
from the goverrmment,for the eleering of any more forest land
except when sbsolutely essentisl, reserves of cultivable
land in any village in these parts, are progressively shrink-
zng. In quite a fow villages, 21l the cultivable land is
already wnder cultivation end fresh land mey be acquired
from the revenue fallow land where available, or by clearing
lsnd under forest only, So that, a situstion exists in many
viilages, where the bhajbetz who could at ome time invite
snd give awsy land to tueir affines 0% to those recommended
from such quarters, are themselves in need of land, and are
forced to seek it elsewhere, I had touched upon this problem
in =n earlier .context snd mentioned that khuman who was
virtuallythe head of the Vakhls comumumity of Pipergotsa,had

te go from foieisl‘te official snd expend much graft and
influence before he could secure permission to clesr a few
vighas on the slope of s vidgs,for eﬁltjvatiqn. He has eolso
_talen some indifferent land in a neighbouring villege on
mortuage far four vears, Wt is sufficiently confident that
the omper would not be ghble to redeen his lend at the end of
that period and thet he could settle one of his sons on that
plot, Such situations of members of the bhaibete lineage
gelting settled outside their villege, are not very -

unconmmon,
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¥igrations oeceur under other circumstances slso, The
cese of Surpal of Pipergota is an instance of how schiems
may occur within the bhaibets group and result in the
migration of an individual or a family. One such family has
gone over from Pipergota-te live in Alindra, becsuse two
brothers could not sgree, ¥hen Aphsing the iadavi of
Bornavar died,leaving his three wives 33§J@f§?¢§§iiﬁgi?'
Boyala was afraid that his sister Royalimight be in danger
from her step-children and persuaded her to live in Alindre
rather than with the other wives snd children of Aphsingh,
¥hen the two sons grew up, the Gumen the elder preferred to
go back to his bheibeta while Bhulys preferred te remain
with his mother,under the wing of his maternsl uncle, In
all these ingtances, we have people having = double role of

one
o bheibets in the village, while being a karhsn in snether

nearby villsge, where the bhaibebs sre often his maternal
kinsmen only. The position is none the less complicated,
vhen gsuch families continue to have their holdings in both
the villeges, A persen who iz & karhsn in one villsege,
goes over frequently.to participate aeti%ely in certain
social and ritusl ceremoniala in another village,as &
nember of their bhaibeta group, Such verticel segmentation
of the bhaibeta linesges by the local community results in
toning down the differences between the ksrhang =and
thaibets.

Thig however, does not imply o total lack of

disputes or conflicts between the karhons and the thaibetsa,
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As the area is being opened upto externzl economic¢ and
political influences the karhsns have been made to realise
that they have been emploited sé far as to a considerable
extsnt,p&rticulérly in the multigroup villagss to the east
and north, In recent years there is an increasing resistance
in the plzins to the paﬁ,ﬂaen't of kuvami, ag on unjust
extraction, Further, there has been a growing demand to have
a larger participstion in the sffairs of the villege, Pujara,
on important funetionary who controle snd coordinates the
svailable resources and is generally in cﬁarge,e;‘g all
important ritusl occasions is often a karhan, Further, the
headmen of 2 ward in the larger villsges,is ususlly a
karhan and he hes to work under the authority of the iadavi,

who is invariably a bhaibeta. In recent times conflicts

often arise as to vho is.more irz;por%a‘n‘%; in the affairs of the
ward - the tedavi who ig the hereditery head of the
community =nd zlso 2 govermment afficial or the headman of 2
ward,who is non-hereditary, but whose sppoimtment is for th
lifetime of the incumbant and is come-by because of his
economic standing snd influence, This type of disputes
hewever, oceurs mostly in the sress inhsbited by Xolis ené

affect Bhils only in s very few cases,
’ v

In the preceding sections, some of the functions
end privileges of the headman have been indicsted, Brisfly,
he is the head of ithe senior section of the dominant lineage,

The office nommslly passes on from father teo son, but not
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necesserily,. finy person of ikedominant linesge is, in theory
entitled to hold it, He is slso the revenue sud police
official in the village, In hig fommer capacity, he ig

assisted by the talati (village accountent). He is usy:"? to
hold hig lends tax<free (valiar) under the famer/y:?%;z was
exerpt from the levy of free labour (yeth) ,Laérgas entitled
to hunt geme within, hm territorial limits, In sdditionm, he
was entitled to caﬂcc‘b cortein dues from the karhang in
his villsge, snd from the contrscters of timber and other
forest produce, operating within his jurisdiction, He had
also the powers of expelling any undesirable person iv his
villege, Bven today, he is esgily the most influential
person in the community. If he should glso be an elder and
is wise, the headmen wields considersble influence in the
deliberatione of the panch.of which he is the heed
{sarpsnch to be distinguished from g functionary of this
title found in the larger villages of Gujarat). ¥here the
village is very big, it is split up inte two or more wards
and each ward is placed in charge of a phalivs patel who
aszists the headnan (Ladavi) in the maintenznce of law and
order in his ward,

The hesdman, however, is gulded on gll important
matters by the villsgs sssembly (E_a__rmlz) waich normally
consists of all the adult males in the village, except in the
larger villages, where only the heads of different families
or linesges, sit on the pench. This body is very informel in
its deliberations and there are few rules of procedure,

mhenwer a matter of sufficient importsnce has to be

-
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discussed, tedavi or one of the other elders would send for

all the hesds of families to come together at =n sppoirted
place ané time, Usually, the verme of such mestings would
be the front yard of the tedavi's residence, There would be
however, no restriction on 3n£sr other interested person from
attending and freeiy e:qzr’eaéing his opinion on any problem
at hend, Proceedings are carried on so informally, that a

- passerby might never raaliseg,that 2 gerious problem wes
being tackled, Usually the people would gather in a semi-
circulsr formation facing the tadavi; A few persons mey be

- geen leaning against, a fence or the bole of a nearby tree
or ;i;ﬁai'i’ i'eelining on the g%aund.. Tao or three hookshsa
would be psssing around from time to time, Any person whe
wants to talk to the =sssembly, raises his veicezshouts if
necessery, to make himself hesrd, All the while, people may
be vhispering or talking in low tones among themselves,
commenting on ‘the several vi e;wpoiﬁts a8 ‘t.he,y; are expressed
or trying to formulate their own viewpoint to é, neighbour,
before putting it te the entire gathering, Speechmaking

is not ususlly resorted to, as the speaker may scon lose the
attention of the gaﬁaéring. Inother festure of such gather-
ings is that discussion is never direct, snd sugtsined, A
person gives out his opinion on a problem, then somebody
might speak on,it;‘ In the meantime, another person would
have interjected a remark _z;m an appavrently uﬁrélated issue
end the chances are that guite = wumber of persons would be
talkirg of this problem, while only a few persons would he
di écussing the main problem, wh in low tones among

themselves, Eiowevar:*, they go back to the main problem sgain



and ogein, till some solubion acceptsbls to 2ll,is found,
Semetimes, a very simple issue might go on being discussed
for hours, intermittently with a good deal of gossip and
wittieiem,

| Subjects that might be discussed by an assembly,
range from & gimple problam relating to a forthconing
sncestral ritual in the village or an impending routine
visit of the Memlatdar {a revenus officer in charge of a
taluka), to the elopement of 2 marrvied woman or the ways and
mesns of meeting the incressing tex demands of the State
govermment, Vhatever be the natire of the problem or dispute
being idiscussed, people ore expected to keep calm and not
lose their temper, - they may shout, hovever, to ermphesiss
a point or jibe ot each other, so long ss their temper
remiins unruffled, ¥hen the iseue being resolved, is e
dispute hetween two persons of the same village ard is
likely to raise venom or bitterness, the disputants ere not
general ly brought face to face, till reconciliation is
well under wey.They are tackled separately. Mein cbjective
iz alvays to meintain hamonious relations with the cormm-
nity, Vhat ig important is not so mueh that an offender or
sgeressor should be pumighed, but thet the root of the
dispute itself ghould be removed by some cowpromise being
schieved, so that no bitterness or ramcour remains, Once the
izsve is decided by the panch, it is expeched thet it is
not raised sgain or never e#egz mentioned between the twe
parties, |

 Once, it happened in Alindre, that two bulls

belonging to Raising and Ebulye, respeé‘bively, met
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accidentally at a waler hole. and fought Bhulya's bull wss
pughed over into the wator hols and broke ite neck, Blulya
cane to Imow from the ev;dencc of tde geveral young cowherds
(gohard) thet Reisingh's bull was the eggressor, He cleimed
thet Paisingh was morally respongible for the incident and so
ghould be made to teplace the dead bull, However, Faisingh
refused to comply saying, "1 was not even on the spot snd

at r;c time, have I ever treined my bulls te Tight, It is in

their nature to fight with each other and since ithe yours
goharis (cowherds) were careless enough,to t=ke their
regpective charges teo the waler hole at the mame time,
ingpite of clear instructions not to miy the herds, this
incident oceured, You should blame the gohavis for lett

wo herds which hebituslly graze separately come tagather
at.the weter hole,” Bhulya sppeeled to the pangh. The
incident had e=i excited much comment, since
popular with most people of the village for his refusal to
corpromise on his 4l spute with the pujaro, snd most people
syapathised wi £h Eoulys, As usugl in snch circumsiences,
only Fhulya was present snd Reisingh we represented by
‘his mother Dhouli, She was = deughter of the village end so
could express heraelf frecly, if nsed be, ilimlioc Parsmar
opened the discussion, by sitraight awey posing = guestion
"thulya's bull was stiacked and killed by Reisingh's bull,
The guestion is, "to what extent is the owner of the bull
rezpom'lb'i@ for its action? Th coege is peculisr and ve have

i
no precedenta, %e old people have dizcussed the imsue smong-

st ourselves, We want to heve vour opinions on the probelm.®*
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Phulys then spoke, peinting out thet it was not for the
first time that Raisingh's bull had urprovokedly sitacksd
cattle, 'He should have taken adequete precautions to prevent
uch eceurances, Now Ehulya.' weg left with only one bull wmhen
mongoon was fast approaching, "Unless he 1s made to realise
kis responsibility and gives me a bull; how cen I plough
wy fields this time?" Dhuli was egually vehement. ghe denied
that Reisingh cowld in any way be responsible for what is 2
mistoke of the goharig, After all, who can understond why
bulls fight when %h@y meet other bulls? That ean men do to
pre:ven‘f; it?

Then the discussion waxed generzal, O(ne or two persons
sald that Reisingh should be made to pay this time atlesst,
He has already brought aneugiﬁ discredit by vsfusing to comply
with Lhe decieion of the pangh and the tadevi over the
question of iaég... and then, going to the policé to seek
protection from his own neighbours and relatives, In fact,
it was not even desirzble thet bie should be permitbted to
remain in the villsgs, &c, Hoyala intervened firmly to say
that while he realised thet Reisingh had not been behaving
properly im recent times end admitting that he has flouted
the authérity _‘of the panch and of the btadavi who ws= also
Reisingh's mother'e maternal uncls, still those circum-
stances were irvelevsni to the present issue, Ig he
responsible for Bhulya's loss? He (Royals) for one, felt
thet the fault lay wainly with the goheris, and even then,
only in so fer ss they sllowed two strenge herds to mix,

ind what could be done with those hoys except reprimanding
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them to be more careful in future? Royala =zs smpported by

Himlio Paramar; U Jwmla - the former fodavi of .Mindra,
hatzyq, Bariya =nd by many other slders, Only the younger

people falt that Reising should be mede to nay atlesst now,
to show him thet he could not =fford defy his neighbours snd
kinmmen and bring discredit upon thes by going to the
police about something thet toucheg the honour of the
community. But they grumblingly accepted the decision of the
elders, not to hold P&mmgﬂ resporntble,espeecially ra both -
Himlio =nd Revels told them, that if they were still dis
satisfied, they could go to the civil couris for redresy end
added "you will be ruined if you do so, The police vill

8l harass vou snd you would soon be wighing that you hsd
listened to us, Dont come te us for sdvice then,*

Brulye immedistely vrotested thet he would rather
starve then go sgsinet the ng or bring discredit upcn the
comunity by teking = dispute that concerns one of ug, to on
external eu‘tharitjr. The matter ended there,after three hours
of discussion, when meny other sundry issues were aleo
digeugsed inecidéntelly, Royels promised Ehulya to losn him
ore of hig extra draught snimals for use during monsson,

But, just then they were sboul to disperse, Himlie
Paremar ond Jhirio Vekhla said that they might an well
gottle the other problem cgmceming Feisingh."He has not
been behaving 28 & member of this comwunity at 211, these
few months, And it is not des sirable that we showld let
things =0 on this way, So far, some of us tried to mske him

gdmit his wistrkes befors the panch and meke his peace with
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the tadavi by sharing some liguor with him and we would toke
tzke him back as ene of us sgain, But he has stuck to his bed
a@s. %e should ne now settle it one way or the other.” A
small discussion followed when 2ll the msin chorges against
Raisingh wedrecalled, About six months earlier, Raisingh had
set up 2 memorisl stone Tor his ancestors in the ancestral
grove al Pipergota, A gozt was saerificed later in Alindra,
Normslly Khatiya, as the priest of the villsge, would -
officigte on all such minor ritual occasions end would
receive g specified portion of the carcase as his lag,

Thig time Raicingh sent Hoysla his chare as the tadavi

but refused to give eny to ¥hatiya on the ground that he

did not officiate st ithe ritusl in Pipergots, When Royales
sent his son Lalya and sn side, Kesario, to persuasde him

to give the lag due 6 Khatiys as the priest of the village,
It did not matter where the ritusl took place, since the
sacrifice itself wes offered later im Alindra, Raisingh got
sbusive and was beaten up in the quarrel = that ensued, 4
pench was called and decided thet whils Lalys and Kesario
were at fault for beating him up, Raisingh should not heve
tried to flout the decision of the tedsvi so blatantly, when

he wag so clearly in the wrong, He should at least now give

Khatiya his lsg or atleast s token of it and apologize to
the panch for his earlier mistakes, But Raisingh refused to
comply =nd further lodged a complaint at the Police Outpost
at Xenjeta, Thereby he sggravated the issue, It is s matter
of bonour with the Bhils gerierally, that as for es possible,
all disputes short of murder or decoity should be setiled

within the villege by a reference to the panch, which has




the interest of the community at heart end tries to msintain
internal hammony at eny cost, To éﬁ before an external
suthority is to compromise the prestige of the commumity,
Secondly, disputes should be settled by compromise and not
agrravated by repriaaisjbringing about hatred or bitterness,
Those who attempt to sggravate minor issues, ond take dis-
putes before an externs) authority for adjudication, are
held in contempt and publicly cemsured as one wao has no
self-respect or regard for the homour of his own village
(zami sbru). |

So Hoyala sternly warned his sister's daughter that
unless Raising‘beha&ed«himself in futp?e, Royala himself
would see that he quits the village, Even his friends st the
police outpost cen,éd‘ngthing in the magbier, The local
convention has élways Yeen -that once the panch of 2 village
decide that a certain persen islan-nndﬁgiréble element,
the tadavi cen foree him to quits and the taluk offieisls
usually suvpport the panch, He said "¥hen I invited you to
setﬁla in this village, I asssumed thait since you were my
own sister's daughter, you would be good karhsng, But I
hax@fhow regret that s Dangi ever set his foot in the
villege, I celled you in whéen you were in trouble with the
_people of Pipergeta and newégéur son is prepared to put us

211 into a Jail, Do you have any sense of shame at all®®,
)

Membership éf”é village is of considerable

significance to the Bhils, The severzl members are bound io
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pach other by bonds of kinship and shared experiences, Often
tgere are rifts within the community, But tkey are regarded
more in the éatura of domestic quarrels to be settled smi-
cably and are not allowed to sssume serious proportions,
as Ter as poasible, Any person who behaves ir a way injurious
to the solidsrity and prestige of the lacal community is
disliked and censured, Recently, food was scarce as s result
_of acute femine for over twe years, Seme people of Hnuvaro
killed a buffalo celf velonging to another person in the
same village for féad, The owner who was searching for the
missiﬁg calf cane upon a few people cooking mest, Since he was
not aware of any gsme or ethafxanimgl being killed for foed
recently, he wag suspieiqus:aﬁd'oﬂ looking into the vessels
found buffalo meat, The culprits tried to get away at firet,
saving that they found the calf deed in the jungle
_epparently killed by a tiger and took the earcase for its
meat not knowing it belonged to him, When he accused them
directly, they drove him awsy with blows, Hakna, the owner
of the calf, tried ﬁétgﬁﬁ redress from the panch, in veir,
Then the police were brought on to the scene, harassed the
. complainznt as well as the accused, could not prove anything
snd went aﬁaﬁ; then I was later talking this over with 2
ferpersonsﬁcf‘Pipengota and Alindra, they gaié, it was
typical of the people of Bhuvaro, "They first steel from
one of their own men - even & robber fespects his neighbours,
and then allowed ﬁheznatter_to‘gn before the police, Have
they any shame?® Some gaid that if it had happened else-

where, the hoy wuld have been given a e2lf in replacement,
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by the entire community jointly rather than fsce the shame
of such 2 story getling by.

In snother villsge, there was a person who had joined
hends with the forest guerds snd police in harsssing the

i s runl- ?,umcbb .

local population, One of his—seconpiices notorious for
graft and gorruption, was arrested, and atiempts were being
made to apprehend his accomplices slse, Though his neigh-
bours hed suffered from the nefarious sctivities of the
informer, t‘éey did not give him up, ingpite of perasistant
questioning by the investigating Police 0fficer who
gspparently had some inkling of the matler. They later seid
that tboug’id their neighbour was a scoundrsl, it would have
been a stigme on the comounity, if he were arrested, Then I
asked Poysla, why they should not have got rid of a person
who méant only irouble for the cormmumnitiy; when they eould
have so easily done it, Rovalz smiled and said, "It is o
matter of honour with ug, After =11, people would point
tomards him and sav "0Oh, he comes from such snd such a
7illsge® and probebly think that all of vs are like him,"

Thug the members of a locel cormunity form a distinet
unity,bound by ties of kinship and affinity end by bonds of
collaboration. and of shared experiences in the several
spheres of sctivity. The unity of the locsl community 2a 2
structure is emply indiested by econsiderations of prestige
and honour of the comrnity as a whole =~ nei only in its
external relations, bub as suong the several members them-
selves,

But this unity may be seen wore elsarly in the
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relations of & cormunity with ite reighbours, In disputes

G

invelving & perty from smother villege, the maiter soon
apaumes general importaneé, More then the person actually
involved, the others i;ry. o ensure that their men gets a fair
desl. Then negotiating & msrrisge, the boy or girl has to be
approved not only by the femilies or linesges directly
concernsd, but by the entire community, Any member has =
right to deeclare that the grépoﬂed elliance is undesirable,
gince the lineage or the local community concerned is not
likely to be 'good affines’, Bhils,in common with the world
over, dewire affinsl relations only with such people as sre,
not impoverished or miaerly; hospitable, and courteous and
above 2ll who are honest, Any person who is sware of any
undegirable fact about the group with which allisnce is
proposed, ig expected to state it, me that the proposal
may be given up, It is not merely the psrticular family or
lineage thet is brought inte affinal relationship with the
other party, as a result of ihe proposed allisnce, but the
entire commumity as such, Freguent end cordial social rels-
tionships are ezzge‘cﬁed and ﬁésired with the affines, and
are to be reciprocated with hespitality and courtesy by ell,
Aetuvally, am 2 result of {_3-2‘36‘ such alliance between two
kindred gfmxga_.,; two villsges are brought inte clese
relationship witiz each other, specially smeng the youuger
people, One marriage generally ieads to several other
marrisges with the community. A link becomes & chain,
Ii‘uz"f,"ﬂer, gerious insult or injury to a person from

en cutsider, is regarded as an injury to the entire
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comaunity, ¥er instence, Ramsingh, a Khabad of the villsgs
Hal, was married to Mithudi, a girl of Kotuwwbi, Gzlle, 2
yvounger brother of Ramsingn snd & number of other young mer
from Nsl were often visiting their 2ffines in Xotumbi, {ne
doy, Gellae eloped with ¥eli, wife of a Parmuar of Holumbi,
After the ipnitial furere sttendent upon their action had
gubsided, G2lla and Kali who wos  subsequently divorced bv
her husband) went over to Mol to live there, The people of
Folimbi who felt it very humiliating for one of the daughters
aof Xotumbi to live in the same village ag the offenders who
had sbused so their hospitality te an saffine, insisted that
Remsingh end Mithudi should leave Hal, Ultimately Remsingh
had to acespt some londs in Kotwmbi and mettls there, in
defference to the wishes of his sffines,

- Thus kinship and aff:ini*tly out across the clan,
lineage, =2nd fanily bonds to bind the sentire community in
bonds of cooperation and participstion in common sctivities,
Frequently they bind slso two loczl commmities, The loes
community is of greatest sigmificsnee to the Bhil, for ths
sengse of unity aﬂd“sglidaiity that it irelu inculcstes smong

the sevsrsl wmembers of 2z villsge,
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