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The high and densely wooded ranges of the Vindhya and
Satpura mounteins mtretch across Centrel Indis as an effective
natural bsrrier between the peninsular India end the continent-
el India, The passes across these mountains have been Tew
and far tetween snd lie for the most part through dense
fever-ridden jungles infesgted by wild beasts, The valleys are
rendered the more ineccessible by the numerous deep and
turbulent rivers and stresms that cross them in all direcitions ,
S0 effsctive have been these barviers that it was possible
for different systemsof culture to develop on either side
of the mountains, relastively uninfluvenced by each ather,
Largeiscale wovements of people have been very few and 1ill
recently, circomvented the mountaing passing through the
narrow warginal plaing on either side, Thus in effect, there
has existed s natural gul de gse couprising of the Centrel
Tndian high”lands and the valleys of the Vindhya and Sotpure
mountains, Such a tract is not essily penstrable, and offere
en excellent refuge for = people oppressed snd threatened
with extermination from a powerful enemy, Actually several
times during the aarly history of India, tribes vhich hed
originally settled in the Indo-gengetic plain, were forced
to seek refuge in these regions when beset by later snd uore
powerful immigrent tribes from the north end north-west, In

such 8 refuge arem, they would be comparatively securs from
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persuit on a large scale and even if persued, they would be
gble to defend themselves more effectively against a stronger

enemy,

However, they would have found it as difficult to get
out of this ares ag it was to'get in, vhile safe from
external sggression, they would find it also difficult to
maintain contacts with the outer world or with their own
scattlered peéple. Cultursl stegnetion follows in most such
cases and deteriovation in the standards of living, In course
of time, such refuge eréas tend to develop indigenous

institutions of grest complexity.

Todsy in the central highlands, a lerge number of
tribes are living in relstive ismelation from each other and
from the outer world, The largest by faricff them are the
Bhile who exceeded two milliong in 1941, The other large
tribes in these regions are the Mundasand Gonds, Qur wmzin

concern, however, ig with the Bhils,

Bhils live in these highlands along the eastern border
of Gujérag; Theyégggttereé over & wide territory, stretchim
from the Arvallis in the north, to Dangs in the south, and
extend upto the forests of Bhopsel in the east - voughly the
area lying between the lattitudes 20~25 N, and the longitudes
73-75 E. The lerger part of this srea is known traditionnlly
as Rewskantha, The rest form parts of Mzhikantha snd
Sabarkéﬁtha,z Rewakenthe is also traditionally referred to

as DAl signifying the land vhich is hilly and forest clad,

¥ M oL
**‘?%ot notes & references appenied to each chapter,



yielding littlg mere than stones (pshan) weter (pani) and
13aves_(ggg$).u In such & sense this description would =punly
to the entire Bhil country which i%kvarywhera hilly and
forested, Severnl ranges of hills run right across it in 811
directions, The craggy beds of the several rivers esnd hill
gtreams cut up the land and vender if prectically impossinvle
to traverse during the rainy months, fven during dry westher,

travel in these regions is difficult and tedious,

The more noteworthy among the several ranges that cros
this territory, are the Aravellis with their numsrous foot

hills in the nerth, a wesiern }Pawagarh-Ratanmal{ spur of
the Vindhyss end the several foot hills of the Satpura rengss

in the centre, whileths northern reaches of the Sahyadri

hills just encroach upon the southern limits of this region.

fmong them, the Aravellis are the only true insisnce
of a true tectonic system, The rock system in these hills sre
related to the very old Dharwar rock%,that once extended
from Decean right upte the Himalasyas., Others are of a
circumdenudation origin, The Satpura system with their seven
parallel ridges contain the archaesn crysitalline graniteid
and other metamorphosed rocks, overlaid uncenformably by the
loamy sandstones of the metsazoie era. These in turn are
covered by the Deccan trep lave of the cretacean sge ,extending
from Rewa to the Rajpipls hills.5

The Sehyadri rrsuges, again a remnant of the Deccen trep
lawa which have survied the denudation of the ages, tower

high abave tba merginal belt of the west congt of India



Across the central region lies the western spur of ihe
Vindhys ranges - aboul forty miles in length with Pawagari
hills (2700 ft,) 2t one end and the Retanmal al the other,
This renge has jegged and peaked tops in the west and
broadens out into = geries of table-lande in the east, The
biggest of them is the Batammal from which a chain of table
lends of verying heights (from 800 to 18500 fi,) stretches
north towards the Aravallis, This chiain of densely woocded
table-lmnds form 2 water shed betweon the Anas and the tlani
river systems, In the pre~integration days, thig chain also
marked the bauﬁdaries,pf the Rewakantha Agenicy states of
Santh, Senjeli and Heria on.one side end theﬁﬂohad and Jhalod

talukss of the state of Bombay on the other,

Between the table lands snd the Pawagarh-Ratammal spur,

lie numerous wooded and irregularly brenching spurs of the

Vindhya system, These are high and steep with jagged pesks in
1;( s the sagt,; but loome height as one goes towards the 9332’ and

. are finelly lest to sight smong the (sound)dunes in the

Lo Mehiseger basin, These spurs which sre more reguler in the
north, sre found in a series of north to south oriented
perallel ridges separated by nerrow velleys, and unbroken in
in their contours, A traveller wight go for miles along the
foot of these ridges geeking sn opening to cross over to the
other side, without finding any, Inﬁerma of communicntions,
this means long and tedious detours when passing from one-
villege to another.7
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There are three important watersheds in this area, Ghe
Pawagarh-Ratanmsl spur separates the drainsges of the Mahi
river system in the north from the Narbada in the south. The
long chein of teble lands that arise from it towards the
Arevallis, separste the dreainages of the Anas river system
from that of ¥shi and its tributaries, The Satpura hills
themgelves form an importent watershed for the drainsges of

the rivers, Nermada zad Tspti,

Narmade and 1%shi are the more important of the numerous
rivers thet water this vegion., The latter, which takes its
birth in the lelva hills st 2n altitude of 1850 ft, has s
drainage eres of about 17,000 sqmiles, and is 500 miles long,
It flows through the Bhil country only for ebout 120 miles,
pesging through Kadena, Lunawada =nd Pandu Mewas, It flows
swiftly in the upper reaches, belween steep banks, 0-80 fu,
high, It has but one importent tributary Panewm, which takes
birth in the Hetormal ond efter flowing for about ninety
miles between high beunks through the loamy seils of Pariys,
joins ¥ehi nesr Lunawada, Neither Mahi nor Penem is of wmuch
use for irrigation, beeause of high banks and z languid
gtream, Perty) ply ot seversl pbints glong their course, There
sre practicelly no bridges over these rivers especially in

the tribsl rsgion,

The Y¥arbade is considered so smeecred a river, thatl the
very sight of it is deemed te purify the soul, Thia river

which has a drainage aree of zbout 36,400 sg.miles rises at
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Mmarkantak (3,500 {t,) in the Saetpurs hills and winds its
way through e rift in the Setpura snd Vindhye mountains,
pefore entering the plains of Gujarat, The right benk is very
steep and seemed with ravines, The high ridges of the 3Jatvura
ranges tower high along the left bank, River Marmeda flows
deep and swift evenm during the dry season and vises 40 fi,
gbove the Tair weather. level during the floods in moensoon,
However the river contains numerous rocky and alluvisl
islands, The floods, rapids snd currents in the river
together with the numeraug.ialands, render navigation on
thaose rivers quite riﬂky.’ Normally swall boats ply on
Narmada upto Chendod from the sea end, all round the yeer end
depending upen the tides venture even upto lsheshwar during
the flooda, Broach, situated near its confluence with the
Arabien sea, was renowned for ages as 2 good sea port, This
river hasa o number of tributaries from either bank,of which
the more notable are the Men, Ashwin snd Orr on the right
bank end Deo, Karjan, Kaveri and Asravati on the left, 11
these are perennial, bub not very deep, They may be forded

at seversl points by certs, in fair weather,

The other important rivers in the ares are thse Sshamnati
in the north and the Tapti and CGodavari in the soutn, ut -
they drain comparstively a very small portion of the Bhil

country and so need no specisl mention here,

There sre no large reservoirs or lakes in the Bhil
country or in Rewakanths, But recently under the first

Pive Yeer Plen, a number of swsll irrigetion projects have



been undertaken, some of them being bunds and daus to be built
along some of the miner rivers and streesms of the area,

knong them of special interest to us, are the dems and chaunel
works started st Patadungeri in Dohed taluka and the Suki

snd Titlodi tamk works in Jhaled taluka which give & fair
promise of considerable irrigation facililies to these areas
where frequent femine conditions prevail, Within the Limkheda
teluka with which we are more concerned, there are wuo major
wrks worth mentioning., Rut o large number of desilting,
deepening and extension works on tsnks alresdy exigting are

under way,

But even to this day, there are'rmﬂarkably few wells,
specially in the sress inhabited by the Bhils, The numeraus
streems and gprimgé form the mein sources of drinking water,
Though wost of them have water that looks fresh and cleer,

in a large mmber of cases it is really unwholesome due

»

prlnsépally to the excessive vegetable watiter conteined in
tham.:‘For ingtence water from the springs of Retanmal when
drunk by plainsmen, immediately csuses a swelling of the
tonsils end fever, lhis water is referved to locelly =s
mmlveni i.e, heavily impregneted with the vegetable matter
seeping through from the roots of numerous trees in the
junglé and hag %high iodine content, The springs at Dediapaca
in Rejpipla are so slkaline and brackigh that drinking it
bring on much effervescence and distension of the stomseh.

It ig so difficult Ffor people to acclimatise to this water

that of the seversl officers smnd clerks stationed in and
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around Dedispada (it iz the headguerters of a taluka and of a
forest range) only one had brought his fawily with him, the
rest were weintaining en estoblichment el Dzjpipla - 20 miles

away, incurring thereby considersble extra cyponditure,

Rewskentha soils very considerably, sccording to the
neture of the unnerlylng rock formations, fnong them,mention
mey be wade of the soils formed out of the oldest crystelline
metamerphc%ed vocks of the Dharwar system, These soils arve
light in colour, dry snd considerzbly &lkaline and very poor
in nitrogen, phosphorous znd in humus, These soils are
characteristic of the Aravellis and nlso‘gg regions to the

gouth of Godhra and round sbout Pawsgarh,

A residusl black seil, referred to popularly as the
black cotton spil is foumd extensively in the Nermada vslley,
end in & narrow strip in the Tspti valley almo, This soil is
highly clayey, contains high percentages of lime, zwgpresirx
magneaia, alumina end iron, bubt is poor in nitrogen end
phogphiorous, It is deep snd reteins the same conaistency even
at. the depthe of 8-10 feet, Sticky end tenacious when wet,
heze gmoils ere very fertile snd do not require aritificiel

menuring for long periods,

Then there sre the Aifferent soils origineting in the
recent sedimentary deposits, They are mainly of two kinds -
the alluviums and the desert deposits, The former, which isg s
drift goil carried by wmost rivers from their wnper levels,

where the flow is rapid, is deposited in the plaing, wheve the
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flow is slugeish end where most rivers overflow their benks
during floods, This drift soil is replemished every year sll

along the delta of the several rivers,

Ve may distinguish three varieties of alluviums bhate
the reddigh<brown or chocolate coloured scil deposited every
year on either benk during the floods, goratu a lighter
coloured old bhats soil found farther away from the river on

either seasons; end finslly the kyari deposits of the emrlier %

A e gy o

found in the low lying areas, receiving the drsinage from

all round, These kyari lands are silted up every year dus to
the erosive effeeits of rain, Such patches are so fertile that
no menuring is reguired at sll, In addition to the above, 2
fourth variety of slluvium, black in colour ig found in
narrow patches - specielly on the hills, This soil is very
poor in fertility and essily gets waterlogged, It is however
good for maize crops in regions where rainfall is just

enough (%0-40") and is very favourasble for raising the seversl

pulsea perticularly the gram,

The goratu and the inferior black moil are found in
extensive patches in the Liwmkheda teluks with which we are
specially concerned, The latter are found more on the hill
tops and on the table lands of Ratanmal, There are slso a
few patehes of kysri land to the south of Retanmal range and

in the villsges bhelow the Kotumbi hills,

The desert deposits light, dry and sandy and incspable



10

of reteining much moisture are found in eccnsionel patches
in Bariys end Limkheda, But these soils sre more characteriatic
1

1
of. the northern regions sdjoining Lejasthan, :
111

The snnual rénge of‘temperature varies considerably in
different parts of Rewakantha, In the northern parts of Sabsr-
kantha and Panchmahalé, the temperature goss upto 116 ¥, in
the afternoons in Moy and June, The influences of the deserti
of Rajasthan are probsbly behind the extreme range of annual
temperature in theselgarts. Further the soil is sandy,
producing a terrible heat glare in the stmosphere during
summer, Much the same conditions prevail in the lishi basin
glso, But as one proceeds south towsrds the more fertile
velleys and the forest clad spurs of the Vindhya and Satpurse
ranges, the hest though considerable, isg without the glare in
the aimosphere, and the nighis tend to be cooler, A good
forest éover, or the presence of numerous springs snd rivers
in 8 region have & definitely moderating influence on the
climate, In the hills and on the tsble lands- the RKatanmal
for instence, summers are quite pleasant and the nights arc
often ¢hilly even in the mwonths of M¥ay or June, But the
pleing are considerably hotter, ranging generally well above

100 ¥, during the shade, in the sumer afterncons,

Yinters are cold throughout the region, Here spain, ine
northern regions tend to be extreme, while in the eastern
highlands end in the southern riverine valleys, the cold is

rot so pronounced, In the plaing and on the bere slopes of
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nills cold is severe, mainly due to the cold winds that sweep
throvgh this ares from the north and north-east, during thz
months offfiecember and Jonusry, Where there is a good forent
cover, the numerous trees act 28 a screen snd thus neutralise the
effect of the wind, But cold is very intense in such reglons

as sre rich in stresms and springs, end on the hilltops, ihe

Bombay Gazetieer (1880) reports that in the sastern highlends
of Rewakontha, often a thin ice forme on the pools and ponds,
and heavy fraﬂts-occur, céusing.c?nsiﬁerable damage to the
winter crops of wheat and pulses,iz

Normally the cold continues upte ¥arch and drags on
almost .to the middle of the month on the hills, But in such
regiens’as are rich in gprings and rivers, nights and mornings
continue to be cold practically to the end of April, This

pret}éted cold (locslly known as Mghudine tad), when not

accompanied by frosts is very favourable for the ifehus

flowers, and for pulses, whedt and other winter crop,

Sxcept in the semiarid regions in the north-east, the
deily veriation in temerature is not considerable during
sumer, The nighte are generally hot and oppressive, But in
wintsr, the dally variation may go asfm;iras 35 F, in ceriain

places,

The sessons are well-marked, The hot sesson (sumier),
‘ia counted from asbeut the middle of March to the end of June
or July, end winter from Movember to.the end of February., The

rainy geagon starts in July and lsgts upto the end of October,
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nyuch transition from one season to another is marked by

b

feelivalg such as the Holi marking the end of winter, Diveli

merking the end of the rainy sesson, and the Akhatrij which

actuglly heralds the start of the agricultural season for the

year,

.. Since a larger portion of the eres under intensive
survey had beon cut up into » pumber of small estates which
had not bothered to maintezin a vegister of annual reinfall and
averages, reinfall statistics for the region are not avsilable,
Ent the Epretteer given en over-sll average of 3D-40" annunl
rainfall for sll the Rewskentha stabtes, In the northern region,
rainfall is less than 20" in a year indicsting a semi arid
condition, while in the Mehi end Nammads valleys, the rain-
fall is about 40-60 inches in a year, Coming to the area under
consideration, the Berie ‘dministration Report for 1921 gives
2 guinauermial average for the five years ending March 1921
of 40,60, In 1921, the reinfall in the region wes 27,06" as
oy agrinat 424" in 1920, This suguests a very variable rain-
fall, During the yearg 1952-53%, there was sn almest total
failnre of roinfall in most parts of Limkheda, Dohad and
Jhalod talukas, And in 1954, there was such a heevy dowmour
in most parts of Ponchmahals, that standing crops were greatly
demaged and cattle died in large vumbers due te exposure and

lack of fedder,

v

Rainfell in thie region occurs mostly during the south-
west monsoony during the months July-September, The onset of

the monseon varies from year to year in this area, sometimes
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by as much as two or three weeks, The bulk of the precipita-
tion ig veceived in a series of heavy showers, over a fort-
night or three weeks in the carly phase, The rermpinder is
distributed over the rest of the season in a numbsr of
gporadic lightVShowersﬁ Often heavy showers occur towsrds the
end of Septembéer causing congiderable demege to late crops

such a8 maige,

Normally, it does not rain in winter, But some lignt
showers with strong dew may occur towards the end of Decembor,
vhen tle rain-bearing elouds pasg over in a north-castérnly

direction, This unseagonal rain (mshain) is beneficizl lo

L)

some winter crops such as pulses, if it occurs lefore the
orop begineg to flower, Hul rains in early March or fpril, can

very effectively ruin the wmengo crop,

_ Of late, rainfall shows a tendency to be more uncertain
&ﬂ&lﬁl so on the decresge, The decrsase is atiributed te the
rapid deforemtation that has been going on in these regions
specially during the period just before the integration of
all the Agency Stebes and estates into the States of Bombay
end Madbya~Bharst in 1248, (n the eve of the transfer, com-
plete exploitation rights over Ymge blocks of forests were
given away to the contractors on unconditionsl leases extend-
ing from seven to twelve vears, as sgainst the normal
contracts for limited ewploitabion given for shorter periads,
1t is however well ectablished now thet 2 good green cover
considerably influences the stmospheric conditions, in =uch

a way a8 to gittrecl the rain bearing clouds to precipitate in
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stich regions, Repid denudstion of lond of its vegetation

eaver in a reglon of marked varistion of tempsrature, is tvund
to acqeleréﬁe the rete of s0il erosion, As pointed out eorlier,
rainfall iz mel-distributed, the bulk of it being received in
a few heavy showers snd eroding the soil, And the seeds are
washed sway, Anderson remarks with reference to the ohad and
Jhaglod talukes thet out of every three years, one is a yoar

of votal feilure, while the other two are years of semi-
scarcity, ‘this also applies to the Ratanmal arsa, Here as
elsewhere in Paﬁsh&ahala, %haf?squent scarcity conditions ere
due iromicelly encvgh, as much to heavy dowmpours as to

total or partisl failure of rain,

v

14 :
In 1£80, Rewskentha wam mostly forest land, Today,

however, most of the forests are concentrated in the sastern

highlands, Inapite of the systematic derudation that has

been going on for years in i?gse regions, nearly 60% of the
' o

total land ares is forested,

Yorests in thig area vary considerably in vegetation
and density, In the north, s dry deciduous forest occurs
dominated by a few species of Acacls and a few thorny
mimosag ~ a type of forest that ig in general consonance with
the inferior, dry black scils of Panchmabele snd Saberkaentha,
A few deciduous varieties such as begsizn lstifolia, zre alao

ation with the two

Jods

found in these foreats, in sssoc

varieties of Palm, borassus flsbellifer (iad) mnd phoenix
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svlivestris (tadi), In saraes odinining the deserts, the dry

deciduous vegetation oceurs in more and more stunted forma and
gradoally morges into thorny desert vegetaiion characterised

by hawal (acacia) and gyzyphus jujuba (bor).

In the Panchemahals, Satpuras and in Eathiawar, we awve
a semi~deciduous forest, desofi%ed by Champion as 'dry teak
faresta' fTormed of a dry mizture of trees prectically all of
waich are deciduous, snd bamboos, canes, epiphytes, and ferns
ir sbundance, The dominent specie isg the pole tesk, found in

association with leperatromin lsncelotsn, snogeresssus latifgli

erd plefocarous warsupium,
t .

Further, where the rainfall is fairly hesvy; (5" or
wore) moiast deciduous Toresls occur, "They are closed forests
ol & good height deminant species bLeing mostly deciduous,
Although intimate mixture of ihe species is the rule, a
relatively smaller number of speciss togother form the canopy,
These forests also are d@minaiad by tesk, But the cano:
nore luxurisnt nnd grows to greater heights, than is the cause

with the semi-deciduous forests,® (Chsrpion, p,73

These forests are rich in o variety of timber and other
valugble trees, Among the fomer, we mey wention,

7/
delbergidlelifalin (dindel), dalkergia sissoa (black wood),

adina cordifolia (haldharvo), and dalbergia cojeinensis

(tsnach) and the Temorind, fmong the fruit trees, the more

notable are the wansifera indice (memgo), bacuiz latifolin
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(mohva), carisss carandas (timru), feronia elephanticus (bela)

syzyphus juiubse (bor), mimusops indica (yravan) and the

buchanis latifelis (gayra).

fie may specizlly mention here the baagia latifolis

(mghug) which is noted for its hard timber and for the heavily
ascented amall end sweet white flowers it bears in abundance,
These flowers are edible and the juice when fermented yields
a very intoxicant liquor (Qégg). In one way or the other,

these flowers play a very important role in the Bhil life,

Ql i A x . *
L>” ‘ﬁ“F?nm ita bt ig extracted 2 velusble oil used in the manufszc-

‘tare of somp.jAcecle Catechu (kherie) is yet another mich

[‘velued tree, From the boughs of this tree is extracted a

. gubstance kaths which is used with betel leaf all over upper

]
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Genorally the timber of Reweskantha is one of a poor

grade, But the Fenchmahals forests specially those of Baris,

’/c/ » T o
Limkheda and Alirsjpur distriet telukas, are renowned for

their excellent heavy timber of consicderable girth snd length,
However due to certsin vagaries of the local timber markets,
thé demand is more for the light timber of 15-20 years growih
rather than the heavier end the more dursble timber of 40-60
yeers growth, The Ratenmal foresis ere now being exploited to

meet the governmenit's demend for heavy timber for industrisl

*purposes.ie

These forests are also rich in fauna, the more noteble

’ B
LR

among them being the panthar, bear, fox and deer. There 2lso

A

tigetrs, but these asre very few and found onlylin the higher

ridges of the hills,



Tadavi Ho Alindra

A Group of Bhil Children*
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A sem1»off101a1 publlcatlon of the Central %1nlstry of
Informatlon and Broadcastlng gstateg thaet in 1941 Bhils
numbered over two and o quarter millions, as against slightly
unaer"twq lakhs in 1951; Théfdifference’in the two figures is o
doubt due to more efficient census operations of 1941 and
1951, But it also shows a steady increase in population, In

1941; the Stéte-wise distribution of the Bhils was as follows:~

Bombay .. 8,20,508

Madhya Bharat . 6,20,175
Rajesthsn . . 7,89,748
Madhys Pradesh. 29,570
| Hyderabad - 18,021
Ajmer-Mewar 8,572

Seurastra. 1,858

Total; . . 22,88,152

The bulk of the population is concentrated in the
contiguous areas of Rajasthen, Bombay, liadhys Bharat and
Médhya,Pfadegh, wvhich together account for more than 85%
of the total, They are found éCattered in smell groups over
a vast territory stretchlng across the four distinct
linguistic regions of Gugaratx, Rajasthani, Marathi and
Hindi, When it is recalled that these people are so widely
scattered in a territory which is isolated by mountains and
forests, it is reasonable to expect considerable variation

between the Bhils of different regions,

Tt
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With this expectation in view and in order to get el =2
fair crose-section of the Bhil people in di fferent parts of
the “conmtry, a preliminary survey of over twe and e helf months
duration was underteken by me in the summer of 1952, During “he
course of this tour, I visited tribel regions of Panchamahsals,
Sabarkanths, Broach and Surat districts and much leter the
Dangs, In each case, trips were mede ay far into the interior
as possible to ensure that my observabion of the Bhils might
ve free ss far as possible from exiraneous ethnic or cultural
influenéas that might be operative among the Bhils in the

border lands,

wBils are generally s short to medium statured people
with 2 slim ?ﬂdy build, Steture varies from § ft,to Bft.6"
for wen andQéZiEZ%E}to 4 71,0 for women, They are generelly
n round-headed people with a sprinkling of both long and broed-
hesded types, Features are pleasant, exhibiting more the Indo-
mediterrenesn physiognomy, The so-called Austreloid features
(the low and bréad nose in a broad face with a heevy ridging
of the eyebrows, and wavy to curly hair), is elso found, tut
only sporadically. (enerslly of a darkish brown complexion,
they are often lighter complexioned, specislly in the eastern

Panchaemshals and Jhabua where they are quite fair and handsome,

Bhil physiognomy varies considerably in ths saxe locality
o well ss in different regiong, probably indicebting =
considerable locel edmixture in different pleces. Yhis

hypothesis is well supportedby some Bhil traditions mentioned

by the previous investigetors in the field, C.8,Venkatechsr
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treces & considersble Rejput admixture in the Bhil stock,

He writes thatl ’{fcrced by circumstances, LRajputs did not
hesitate to teke wives from mmong the tribasl women, end this,
he alleges, is one of the severel reszsons, why the f;ribe has

disintegrated into so many disjoint sections today, Sorley
g

ot spesks of the ladavi Bhils =8 having srisen from “the union of
(g\/“y}j)‘b "’V;r};f‘“iffuslim invaders and the tribsl women whom they were forced to
v’v"/\} r)\‘,\,/\w g take as wives for lack of their own women. However, the
{»U“x\”/ v tadavi Bhils who live on the northern slopes of the Satpura
",}K)N'};}"/@“" ranges are all Hindus ggd do not scem t6 be the tadavi Bhils
‘;1/\‘}{ referred to by Sorley,
y
H .
P ~ a‘#"‘ Considersble genealogical and snthropometric data is

'\{,\rj‘i\; j}f‘u aveilable for Bhils of different regions, DN, Mejunder wro
AW Y conducted in 1945 a detailed racial end serological survey of
/\/ﬁ/!‘u‘\ § I"c,he castes of Gujerat, measured Bhils from Khendesh, Panche-
.’\3’““0/ ‘};jt‘;{béiahals and from Rajpipls for both definite and indefinite

N cheraseters, end also tested them for the blood groups

' . AJB.0.series, 675 Baile vere tested in all, 369 from Pancha-
{’% - wa mehals, 156 from Mal-samot platesu in Rajpinla, and 150 from
o Knandesh, |

It is interesting to note that in respect of the several
measurements, the Bhils of Panchemahals showed a significent
divergence from the Rajpipla and Xhandeshi ¥hils wino inter-
alis exhibited considerable homogeneity., Another festure that
emerges from the above investigations ie the racisl distence
shown by the Phil growps from the Australeid and Prote-

Justraleoid trives of Binar snd peninsulsr India, with whom
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they have 211 mlcnv'Laen identified, The Bhils chow 2 high
incidence of both the agglutiyogens & (28.09%) end B (28.094%)
an incidence commonly charscteristic of the Mundsri and iion-
khmer pecplen, But this is offset by a very high incidencg
of ¢ (28 .4%) and a very ]swy A B (about £&4), As McfarlaneL
and Magumdgr heve'pelnted out, the Mundsri and Mon-khmer

peoples have a fairly high value for 4 B,

it meﬁez*Mefarlane’s blood group data on 140G Bhils of
Wimey region, diverges  considerably from the dsta of lajimder
and alse from that of Uma Boss on 534 Bhils of Dhar, tandu
énd RBagh Gtetes, chérlaﬂe finde 2 very low value for
¢ (18,57%) and the highest wvalue for B (41.,43%%) =0 fer found
gmong Bhils, The valﬁa of 4B too is hiph (16,43%) indicaiing™s.
s considersble heterogeneity in the population, lma Bose ‘
concluded after = comparisen of Neferlane's findings on Ehils
with the data aveilable on the Korkus snd Sentals, that Dhils
of gzmar exhibit considersble infiltration of Hundari blacigﬁ
- Majumdar himself regards the Bhils as & "hybrid group absorb-
ing on the one hand Rejput blood and representing a tribel
gubstratum on the other, Its position with regerd to the
other-castes of (u19rat while indicating a tribal origin, is
not significantly distinet from ggme of the stabler

H

communities of advanced cultnre

Bhils show considersble divergence in other respects
too, Culturally, Bhils represent different levels of achieve-
ment., This however, is relsted to the envirommeniel condiiions

and the scope thal is available for maintaining contacts =ith
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other peoples, Since these opportunities exist to & greater
extent in the plains thon in the hill-bound valleys, naturzally
the Bhils of the plains are more progressive in material
culture than the Bhils of the hills, In dress, mamners and
habits too, Bhils exhibit regional variations, For instance,
Bhils are hroadly clasaified into the Potiavala and bhe
langotia {1it, those who wear a dhoti, =nd those who wear a
loin cloth,) Under the former variety come the Bhils of
Sabarkanthe, Rajesthan and of northern Panchamahals, There,
the dress of a man uswally conzists of 2 lorg viece of white
cloth (8-9 fi, long and sbout BO" in breadth) worn kuee
length in the traditionel Indian é@eaw&nt style(referred to
localiy ag Potide), = shiri with waelf sleeves (in western
style) end snother length of white or %ight~colourad material
generally used as a turban, but oftenzggoa covering, for the
body, Bhil womén wear an snkle-length (ghsgra) skirt of s
Marwari pattern, snd a short open backed bodice with short
sleeven and = deéep neckline made from e coarse, durable snd
coloured material, They often diepense with the bodice vhen
indoors or at work in the fields, but slweys keep on a long
veil worn on the head with ite drapes coming down below the
knee, The langotiz are the highland or hill Bhils of Bastern
Panchamshals, ladhysbharal snd Khendesh, ifen wesr s piece of
cloth ebout 12" in breadth and 2-40" in length sugspending it
from a weist-string, with loose fleps
hanging et the fromt end behind, "for decency's meke (laj
rakhwa) " The Bhileln and the Rothwa whe do not lot these

flaps heng out, but allow the lines of their genitels be



V]
(o

:‘M&“

29

apparent are mocked at as shameless, The Bhilels, Hathwa snd
the Naikda who are olso langotias, wear multi-coloured loin
cloths, and taszselled waist-sirings, But the Bhils wenr
generally only white materiel, The rest of their dreus
consists of a turban, and gnother lsﬂgth of cloth uged to
protect ths body from colﬁ, or a8 n covering when esleep,
Contrary to the pepular misconceptionn regarding these khils,
they have the grentest objections to any indecent exhibition

of the g@ﬂlt&lu,

The langotin women, wear prectically the same dress as
the Potida women, but in a differant style, The skirt is
passed between the lega snd tucked up behind in such s ey
that a greater smount of freée play is given to the limba,
while. adequately covering the buttocks and the genitels,
They generally use cosrse material of a dark blue or red
colonr with a flowery pattern for the skirt snd the veil,
This meterisl and the ready-made blouses (open back ang tied
gt the back with a string) sre generally bought from the
traders from the plains at the several weekly bazasrs. The
blouses (more like brassiers) are often misfits end are not
generelly worn, axcept when going out to the msrket town,

o fair or while on a vieit,

Both wen and women =re found to be fond of wearing
ornaments sand other items of personsl decovaiion. Silver or
white metsl ornaments sre warn‘fy woman profusely on thoe
arms, ond legs =md on theh@cktgosom. In Jarlod, whore they

love to dress in Pinery, ornsments veighing as much as
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14-15 1bs, are often worn, Tallooing is often resoried to by

women, while men daub thelr face and thelr turbans w;th

B e P

brlgbt colours before going 1o a fair or a festival.

U ST T

Bhils speak g variety of dialects referred to generslly
as the Ehili, Whatever wmight have been the original formm of
these dialects, it is now superimposed and obscured by the
locally dominant langueges, The influence of Gujarati is most
extensively felt, while Rajssthani influences sre discernible
towards the north, larathi influénces may also be geen in iis

speech of the Bhils of Fhandesh, Dengs snd the Satpuras,

At ome time, it wes the Tashion emong linguists te
trace éravxélan?gfflrlties in the Bhil dislects, But 8ir
(eorge Greirson made s careful study of the Bhil samples
from different parts., He was of the opinion that Bhili shows
t"definite traces of a non-Aryan basis which are too few to Le
identified, ?he basis may have been Munda or it msy have been
Dravedian, perhgps more provably the former but has been
completely overleid by an Aryen sup@rstructur36 and agsumed
garly Dardic influences on the Bhil languag@s? The goneral
concensus of linguists sinece his day, has been that phili
dialects owe their present form to a fusion of Gujarsti end
Rajastheni influences, Deve thinks that the Gujarsti has
influenced Phili dialects wore, as Gujarati influences heve
been much stronger in the regions than Eajasthsni, The same
authority tends to group RKhendeshi (also known as Ahirani)
dialects also a8 derived from Gujarsti snd the resemblances

in the structure of these dizlects te Marathi are Aismicsed
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lightly as purely suverficial, He argues that inspite of being
under Earathi'omltural influences for a long period, the
dialeets still revesl deep structural affinities to Gujarati,
Kulkarni slso advences egually convincing arguments in

support of his view that Khandeshi has a very clgie resemblance
to Yarathi both in the structure and Vocabular'.a However
Greirson himself was of the opinion that while Bhili dialects
gradually merge into ¥handeshi, Khandeshi itself was not a
Yarethi dialect, lle admite thal seversl suffixes are identicel
in form and usage with thome used in Marathi, but the inver
form of the language itself is with Cujarati and Kejsstheni,
In ¥handeshi, éujgrati end Rejasthani have produced a baffling
mizﬁurg, However, we are not concerned with the—problan——s{
unravelling the problem here, 1t wey more 3afel§ be laft 1o

the saveraﬁlingaists,

What doncerns us as social Mthropologists iz that
Bhili dialects vary considersbly, There is an old Gujarati
saying "lengusge changes for overy twelve miles”, This is
particulerly so in the eastern highlands, where there is not
mich scope for extensive communications and local variations
have a tendency to bhe exa@gﬁrafed. A Bhil is generally at
home within s 20-30 miles redius, but beyond that he feels
that these ﬁfﬂple though calling themselves Bhils are diffsr-
ent from him, The Fhils of Dhanpur have often beem heard
jeering at the Bhils, Rhilala and Rethie beyond the Ratarmsl
as spesking "a lenguage thet is furmy", The distence involved

is at the mqst 25 or A0 miles,
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The wide divergence that was noticed so far swong the
Fhils in respect of their physical features, ethnic affinities,
language, dress and several other aspects of their life, is
tut to be expected to mn extent, in any people as widely
dispersed as the Bhilg, especielly since trere is litutle scope
for extensive commumnications, It may be noted here that the
differences do not stop here but extend even to the more
fundemental aspects of their kinship organisation snd socisl

gtructure,

By a kinghip system, we refer to a mode of ordering cf
relatienshipé between people who are mutually related by bonds
of common descent or affinity, and to the effective organisa-
tion of these relationships for =ll socisl purposes, over &
definite range, Theré are several ways of achieving this end,
By the simple cognative principle, the kin of any given
person sre reckorned by tracing backwards s certain nusber of
generations, (i,e, his four grand parents, eight grest
grand parents, etc.), and all the descendants from these
recognised ancestors -« both mele and femsle, are his cognates,
However, since ?he‘number of ancestors go on doubling with
each gener&tion;gﬁe go back, there is a limit to itracing
kinship this Wﬂé: This limit in most communities is werely
the inability to trace genealogicsl links, or es smong the
Bhils of Satpurss, & theoreticelly fixed 1imit beyond which
even ganea%ogﬁcal cormections do not count for social

LN

purposes,
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But in snother type of organisation, certain unilinesal
kindred are distinguished from and given weightege over the
other cognotes, for purposes of determining succession, status
gmd cooperation in the several gpheres of activity, All those
who claim descent from an sncegtor through mele links only,
are sgnetes; while when the descent is traced from a fausle
ancestor through the femsle links only, the kindred group are
knownt to form & matrilineal kin group. Generaslly in such
communities, one sel of vrelatives are given prominence over
the other gst of relatives, who while elmost always given
social recognition, have only limited rights snd functions,
therever unilineal descent groups such as lineages snd clsus
whether vatrilineal or meirilineal, haye o« tendency to
develop as an important feafure of their scial siructure,
the entire community is aligned into a compler rsmification
of branches end sub-brenches, maintained generally through

the prineiple of exogemy,

T:e principles of unilineal descent and exogrmy are
made use of in cognative systems also, but only for a limited
purpose such es succession to property snd cven then not very
rigidly, Purther these principles have a limiled exlension,
say 8ix or seven generations, or whaltever be the gonealogical

limit set by each community teo reckon kinship,

The structural differences betwten the orgmnisstion by
the linesge and the cogmative principle are very significsnt
and stable, A large sepment of a community is likely to

retain the distinctive charscter of their kinghip structure,
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even in the face of externsl influences snd stresses over

relatively long periods,

“Uhus it is the more significent, that both the types
of soeial systems mentioned shove should be found among theue
vast people, who sre lmown as Bhils, Bhils to ths north of
termeda have a poly-segmentery social system, where the
principle of unilineel descent is highly developed, There ere
numerous clang each divided into sub-clans end linesges and
into patrilinesl familice, The linesge with 2 depth of sapoud
6-7 generations is generally & corporate entity, It is ihe
vicinage group and ziso the group which co-operates in the
economic,social and ritusl sctivities, It hes also residual
rights over the landed and other property of its wembers, |
Each linesge consists of several joiwl families, three to
four generations deep, The Bhil joint family is a closely
knit ond corporste unit, presided over by the eldest mels
member. The resgidentiel and the commensal group is nommally
the elementary family, But for 2ll significsnt socisl and
economic relations, joint family is the operative nmit, leooesl
comminity generally consists of a deminant linezge and one

or more other lineasgse grafted on to it,

Ae distinguished from this, the Bhils of the Satpurcs
have =2 cognat@%{§ystem, with cross-cousin merrisge,
Genealogies of unilinesl descent sre reckoned upto about eeven
gensrations and exogamy is observed within these limits,
Imlike the Bhilg of the Aravalli-Vindhya tract, sho extend

the exogemic principles to cover even those linesges with
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mhich‘a'previ@us affinity is known to have ocﬁmred,55t&mse
Hhils actually consider the cross cousing of either iype 2t a
preferred spouse, There are also a few instences of the
mother's brolher himself merrying his sister’s deughter but
suich links scrose gsenerations do not seem to be cowmonly

precticed,

The effective unit of person-io-person relations Mmoot
? these Bhils iz the extended Temily or the tad with o depth
of five to six generations, congiating often of cognetic

4 relatives such sa sister's children also. Further, where a
{ &

\

‘man or a womsn has been brought up by his or her mother's

brother, they have a right to claim an equal share with the

| direct heirs, Within the kutumb or the family, agnates nave
a weightage over the others, Relatively far greater importance
is accorded to the mother's brother and the fallier's sisters,
Further, as s cousequence of cross cousin warrieges
(involving cross cousins of either type) the ties botween
the siblings ere eneved and strengthened in successive

24
generations,

. The local community is the village, consisting of two
or more tad, The exogamous injunction prohibiling marriage
with any one from the same ville age is probebly 2 tecit
recognition of the village itself as a large unilineel
descent group, speczal]v gince recent gettlersz in tho
village (even wheve o genevation or two has lepsed) do not
come under this rule, vhile i q xtends even to those percons

who have migrated to other villages within living memory,
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JAnother feature of the Bhils of Satpures is that they
sre aplit up into o wmber of large endogamous vnits called
inh suech en the Vasnvae, Yhamks, Tadvi and so on, each of which

At . .
ig connected = = particular territory,

Bach one of the Jats exhibit an internal structure of
the type we just now discussed, But inspite of the fact of
their all referring themselves to zs Bhils, there seems io be
no inter-group relations nt all inawy sphere of activity, Yhey
ghere e common way of life, waterial snd culturel, But there

onds any claims they might haver to be celled a peorle.

In retrogpect, there is plenty of cvidence to believe thatl
not 211 the people knowmn to day as the Bhile constitute e
single tribe, on the contrary, one is inclined to believe
that o congeries of tribes living in adjacent sreas and
beering only e muperficial resemblance in their genersl way
of life to the eyes of plainsmen, were probably lumped
together under s blanket temm, The vty and vherefore of such
blanket terms being employed is at the present beyond one's
corprehension snd at best a metter of conjecture, But we
do know thet such termg have begen used in this country often
and ig being used even today, The terms Gondi, Xoli and
todsy, Reniperaj are well-known ingtances, It has been
sugsrestad hy'many previous writers on Bhils, thal probably
"Bhilt is derived from the term ‘billgé vhich in most
Dravidion. Isvgurges aignifies the bow:' Incidentslly, tue
bow is even todav a principel wéapon of offence and hunt

among all the Rhils, snd indead, wost other tribes of Central
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India, It is plausible that this term initislly spplied to
these people to indicate their expet skill in archery, In
courze of time, it is possible that the term wen sdopted as e
neme by the people themselves, ﬁéwever, all this is purely

speculative,

' Similer views, regarding the wide difforences belween
the Bhilszgavé been expressed often by previous writers,
Usjumder, comuenting on the considerable hoterogeneity
gxhibited by the Bhils,also ineclines.to the view thel probebly
the temn 'Bhil’, is a generic term used to cover a number of
tribes living in adjacent(fribed and bearing s superficial
raséghlance. There ig Qaaugh evidence to believe that s
comparative sociologieal study of the Bhils in different
regions may be excerdingly interesting and fruitful, The§"§§33y
howevgr,is bégad on fie;dw&fk’amcng the Bhils living arcund
the Betemmal hills, on the south-esptern border of Panche-
mehals District, These Bhils though speaking Bhili dislect
with distinet Cujarsti affinities, farm more a part of the
Bhils of Md vwa, of Alirajpur and Kethiwara with whom they
have most of their economic and socisl relations, Historicelly
too, they vere under the genersl administrative control of

the Indore Political Agent of the Britigh Indien Government.



(o]

s
@;

!

—

31

A HISTORICAL NOTE Ok Ine Bills

Such little data as is aveilable to us regarding the
sarly history of the Phils is largely conjectursl, The
{ambridge historians mention certsin ancient Temil poeis who
refer to some ssvoge aborigines in the north, as Villuver
(1it, srcher) and go on to suggest that tﬁQ?reference is
probably to the precursors of modern Bhils, The term villu
or billu mesng = bow in most Dravidian langnages; an d;ﬁﬂ§/’
Egghis almostwigvariably aiwéapon of the Bhils even to this
day. It is argued that probebly the term Ehil is derived
from na corru§ted form of the tern Vzlluvar, a neme conferred
on thooe people by ﬁhuvﬁrpv1¢1ans W%a qeemq to have dominated
this area even before thc Itian ere. a

RPeferences are alse found in the Vedic literature,
to ﬁishadaw a savage people irhsbiting the Central Indien

forests, 4 descr:nilon of their howme ss given in the Vedic

Indéxg makes it probable that the people referred to =sre the
er genltors of the Fhils, However the tribes inhabiting
Central Indie sre so wmany, and sgain there hae been such
continuous migrations in these parts even during the
historie period, that these speculations seem to be of
little account, The earliest references to the khils as such
seem to occur for the firet time in the Sesnskrit sork,

¥athagarithssgars of fGunadhya, wherein mention is meode of 2

Bhil chle? who 4nposed the passage of anetisy king through
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Helwa (A0, A00),

There sre numerous traditiors relating te the origin
of the Bhil tribe, vhich appear to be raticnalisations of the
position of Bhils %ill some time ago. Sri (.35,Venketachar
nentions one which relates, how a chobi was ensbled to save
himself and his sister from the great deluge (pralays)

%

through ths timely warning of a fish, Then ihe fod I

q
55
5
e
o
2
b
D

to know of these go~ survivors from the deluge, he seni for

them and ssked them whal their rmtuzl relaticnship wes, At
first, the dhobi told him the trutz, But when asked sgein and
sgain, his tongue slipped once snd he szid that she was his
wiféh_lmmeﬁiaiely, Famz sent them to repopulate the vorld,
Froé their inecestuous unwoﬁ, came Torth seven sonsg snd seven
ﬂang&ierq who agein intermerried amongst themselves, The

C‘n,A_~<‘/ re btnde

eld ;t BOj vas a favourite of Rema and e&%qgaf% of a horse,

P |

LAY
but left it to &@ into the ferest to gather berries and to
cut wood, Frowm this woodsmen, were descended the modern bhils

who are nredominently foresters even to this day,

Jmie

- nother tale from the same source sssocisbtes thew
mith the Goddess Parvati,. consort of Hshadev, and relstes
he% these foresisrs once went to visit their kinswoman £t
the abede of Mshadev, On their retumi, ¥shadev gave them
gifts of a silver ntocl, which they did not see, and his bull
Nendi, with an injunction‘not to miss the wealth in ite hump
meaning thereby, that it should be put to the plough. Put
the greedy foresters took him literzlly snd the moment they
reached their place, killed the tull to get =t the weslih

and found only blood and bones, The irate Goddess cursed



them that they and their descendanis would never be geod
cultivators end would alweys remain @oor.'

There are mumerocus traditions indiceting their migra-
tion frem the north-west into Halwa, The Bhils nowsver, never

appeared to have hed any effective power in the plain

ta
-

because Malwe was colonized in very early times and in spite
of internsal galiﬁiéai conmlsiona, the Bhilas seen 1o have
been pushed zlong by the colonising Hajputs =nd others,
According to a tradition of the Jhabua Bhils, there were
originally enly two clenies = Demers snd Varkryas, wnich were
congtantly feuding with each other, A section of the Demors

was driven to migrste %e Dolka in Xushslzarh (Re

&

jrathen).,
Prom these Demors seem to have gérung 21l the other Bhils,
Significantly enough, many oﬁhET tribes such as the Koli
and Fevals also claim to have descended from s scion of what
sppears to be the zame Demor elanm with a similar story of
migration, Host of the powerful snceestrzl spiriis supnlicated
by the Bhils, Yolis snd rost other tribes in the highlends
of * Gemtrél India are traditionally Darprs, Hadarjo kunar
‘rega,ded as the greatest of them all and mentioned inm
songs =g a 'great robber (lutere) who looted ¥alwa six t
to svenge the murder of his father Sidemi by s king of Thar,
It is significant that 11 the great Ehil heroces are
referred to andextolled sg ¥ robbers, keing a robver,
probebly mesns to & Fhil who has ever been fighting ageinst
odde with his rapacious neighbours, as being a great here,
Tuech of their early history is lost, Fut »e do get

occasional references to Fhils in the sceounts of the
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~ several chroniclers 3f~§§§gs£han and Central India, In the
works of the'historianq Cols,Tod end Malcolm end a host of
other wrztsrs, 1nc1ﬁantal references to these people crop up,
Some of them ars’ s;gnlfzcgnt..FTam them it appears thet the
Bails have baén figﬁ@ing for their #ery existence since early
times with the lend-greedy - Rojputs end sgainst the successive
waves of Huslim 1nvaéars,‘wno awept across Rajasthan from
time to time. One of the mgin‘conéequences of their unequal
wars with these peoples, wag that thg#’ﬁﬁils were driven into
the refuge ar@ﬂs of the Central Indisn highlands and into the
Aravalli belb, where the bulk af tﬁem remain to this dsy,

Even thera; they have’ been perﬂaed by the.Ranyts, who

. théms slves were oppressed by the Yuslim invaders, and their
wars ccntznueﬁ, ”hera were pcrlods of occssional iruce however
when the Bhils and E&quts eambxae& agaangt their cormon A
dr cnemy, the Muslims, Agaln:and~agaln they_ﬁerg beaten by
the better amed and trained ammies of their foos, ruthlessly
punished for their temerzty ‘and dlspusqe sed of their land
sumetxmes by tbe “usllmq, scmetlmas by their srstwhile sllies
the Bajputs, end in Iater times, by the thrattas and the .
British, ’

Col. Tod mentlons HGW'the Sisodia dynesty was
founded bv the boy Goha, later to be fawous in history =s
Bapa Raval, ‘This orphan boy was adopted by the Bhil chief of
Idsr, who brought him up, got him married and settled him as
the head gf one of his villsges, later toha is reported to

have ureachernuslv slain- his fosteraparent anﬁ establighed



hinmgself =5 the chief of Idar. The seme suthority cites
seversl instences of Rajput chiefa, flyiog before the

he Fuslim amies, being received hospitariy by
the locszl Bhil chiefs, and then often repaying thnst

iite 2 few Rajpul houses seer to

hogpitality by treachery, G
4°

hove been esbeblished in this ares, in such circumstances

Tovever thess Rajpul houses seem to reecognise bhils

’)’2

as i@e.eriginal omners of the land =s and =s such gossessing
some mysticel righls over it, Bach time a new ruler

suceceeds taytae-ggg; or the throne his ssceasion is not
fegarded as valid, until end unleas it is ra$111ed by the
">fe§reg@étativeé of the Fhils in the land in this area, This
‘recognition of the prior rights of the Fhils im the land wes
nracticed Hill very recently, on the occasion of each
suéecésioh ef = SQisodia chief, Yod says "ihe Dhil land-
koldera of Oguns and Undri still claim the privilege of

performing the tike or ancinting cevemony cof ihe new chief,

The chief of Ogima makes the mark of sovereignty (rajtilsk)
-ont the ruler's £» eaaeb forehesd with blood dresn from

hia»awn thimb, snd then tzkes him by the arm and sesis nim
on the t“vcxe, wtzle the crief of Undri holds the szlver of

spices rnd sacred grains of tice used in msking the badge,”

3

Even tne rulers of the ¥ariys, lunswada and other Lewakentna

slates gubscribed to this ceremonisl of Lika from ihe hesds
of certein Fhil families supposed to be direcily descended
from the former FPhil rulers of the area, The Gazelleer
mentions one such family of Bhils who lived in Barive and
took a leading part in the triemial Testival to the

4&1
DevgadhAGods.
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] anardq the mﬂd of tbe 10th csnturf, practically the
sahcle of Rewakenths w:o.th the ayceatmn of Chempaner, was
being. ruled by a nweber of Phil and ¥oli ch mxt«a;nm. During
the eleventh eentury, infi Itmtmﬂ of Rajputs into Rewakanths

F@ started as they were dnwn south under the pressure of
f’:‘uslm mva'?ars.? iThis n"letmtmﬂ continued rzgnt throuvgh
the twelfth zmd t‘nr‘t eenth cezatu’l &g BY asﬂy 14tk cemur‘y,

- the Ragptit-s_ seem to have gzgﬁt:eeded in supplanting tk local
Bhil’ eh:iefé by fair means or -ii'au}‘, én_d mqsiﬂ part of Rewa-
kanthe wos being 'mléé Ags;er.‘by chiefs of Rajput or mixed

" degeent, ’i‘hem were cm]y :;z, fow pa*&erfu'f Bhil and Bhilale

&t "3 rat L ] re’etmn between the. thla and the
Rajouts seem to hwn been fmendly ‘enough,. Each vespecteci
the ataer and regarded hin as. of an equal status. lnter-
,marnsg;e wBs f‘reqvent es*aec:s,ally with the Bhil chzefta,mﬁs.
Then Col .Tod wrote in the Thirt ties of the last century,
the Rajputs were freely. taking xzéﬁa? from the Bhile, They
geem to be eomiinuing‘_ to da t.he semwe even now, Bhils ho aver,)
do not séem to. interdine with the Rajput, probably because
of the laf,te*r’% cxzstom of mtingf wild pork.

- In any r‘a@se, there are wany legends tesilfymgs to the
Bmlq havmg been absorbed-: mto the Rajput fold during the
eleventh snd twelfth ,centques~, when the latter were

moblll‘ﬂﬂﬁ under the pnga}“ug{m of the Muslim invaders,
Qewak;anth__a ceme under %ﬂil_néii‘m domination round about 1480,
when Cham:gxéxxér Zeed Tell to E.Ipharmna{i Begeda, and their

influence seemed to have peraisted til1 sbout the middle of
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the @eve“\ecptﬂ century, Aboul this nericd, there wmere some
largesscale conversions of Fhils to Islem, especially to the

mada, nt the conversion of these Tadvi Fhils

SRy

gouth of ¥e
goem to have been very largely in nawe only

cuntoms, treditions end general religisus sttitundes, they hev

remeined true to the generel Tadvi Bhil traditiouns,
Abeut this time, FBhile seemed fto hsve been restlers
mder the tyrannical rule of numerots vepescious chieftaing,

1d many netty rebelliorns involvipg looting and

all over the Fhil country. Armed bands of b&ils vere roaming
sbout in the councry lookirg and ulllqglrg, ?ld came into

direct conflict ﬁlthbhe Iocel rulers on the one hond and the

Karhetts invaders whe Ly 1730 AD, were in full force iv

Rewvakantha, ¥Major Yendley writing of this reried savs “that

the Phils speecially in the disturbed arsss were treated like
45

savege beasts without pity." They seemed to hsve heen wipzd

out in hundreads in the wa@% rivthleas feshion, The result wos

to make the Bhils get deep into the hills, And from their

»

strongholds, they issued out periodicslly in large numbers

to loet snd lay waste the plein country, holding villeges and

tomns te rensom, rnd driving off their cattle; nor did eny
travellers pass with 1mpuﬁ1ty through the hills, except in

convovg oo 1srgc to be abiscked during the

disturbed peried of the

By 1800 A.D,, ing
waré*bet@een Holkar and Sinchis, tuzey

becsme so bold a2ll ever e countrj g

to terrorise even tae
gseversl locel chiefteins and extrecl large indemmities from
4R
them,
e
?_ Thisl disre %‘)E“d unruliness of the Fhilsg seem to heve
2 o



been ceaused primarily by the weak’ég& misrule of seversl
Hajp ut chiefs and of the Beikvads of Baroda, end was
perpetusted by the tyremny which wes let loose on the khils
to stam(i%} The period between 1780 to 1800, sav nuserous
Bhil uprisings all over the coumltry, fhe more notiable suong
them wag that of ¥ Umed Vasave, a Bhil chief of Sagbers,
ggeinat the mismie of the imhecilic prince Ajabsing of
Hajpipla (1786-1803) in 1793 A.D, Umed Vasava held complete
gwey over five hills distriets of the Suale, with 2 strong
merceﬂvry force of Fhils snd Sindhi Yuslims, In the mesn-~
tﬁﬂ&,_the Fritish reslised the necessity to intervene end
took over tﬁe adminigtretion through ar Agent Ir

«

Willovghby stationed at Baroda, He set aloul restoring

_ovder, by ststioning atrovg forces al severzl pelvtb in the

Hewskanthe territory, Attempts were made to roclsim Lhe
Bhils 211 over the country, by strong but just govermment,
fmenities wore granted to = large number of wandering Zhil
bands, provided they undertook to give 'up itheir antisccelrl
ways and settled down to cultivatien, In 1822, ir,

Willoughby came to terms with the poweriil bhil chisfs

&

¥umar Vasava of Sagbara, who wiit gtill comirelled = lsrge
part of the territory ammexed by his fether Umed Vesava,

and hig father-in-law Reising of RHocha bolh of vhom ware

v

in open rebellion, By this egreement, ihe Hajpipla govern-
ment was to be recognised o9 the rightful rulers in the
ares, bul the claims of the Bhil chiefs to continue in iheir

own rights vnder them, waes to be conceded, Further Fhils



were to be given grents of lend for cultivetion, vighis i
the fofesﬁ-preduce and loens for buying secds and bullocks,
Te Khandesh, much was dons toverds the reclamation
of the Bhils who had been driven wmder similar concitions
inte living 28 highwey rokbers, by Lt (later Sir Jemes)

Qutram, who went sbout persveding %ﬁﬁ Fhendesd khils of the

undesirability ef their ways, grenting free psrdon to thoge
who were willing to surrender and giving then grants of

land for cultivation end advances of seed srd bullocks,

Farther he recruited with gren
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c
of young Ehils to meintain low end or éer‘ wong thelir
people, Graduslly, Bhils seemsd fo hove seiiled down vnoer
hig persuasive methods, The o 211 hond of Tighting men
developed under him into the famous Khendeshi ¥hil corps,
which functioned s a very efficient and disciplined
fighting body for over sizty vears, ¥ith the restoration of
pezece and order in ¥hendesh, Fhilg loat their enthisiesm
in being the members of 2 non-fi
was finglly cenverted into = Police force in 1891,
In recent times, there have beeu very few major
upraisings of Phils, During the Mutiny of 1GH7, when
(reneral Tatiatopi’s forces were marching towards the
Narmade, there vere & few small uvprisings which were cesily
put down, More notazble smong them were the revolls of the
Malivads in 18~\, remembered and commemorated in the folk
songs of the Bhils 211 over bhe country for their glorious
exploits, and the Waikde wprising of 1868 - s more genersl

uprising in which Bhils from 211 over the couniry hed teken
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Bart Bt Laey were all put dovn with great firmness’/?awever
‘temyare%)bv aauqtlc.vAore.rpcentlyrin the 1920 8. there
was sn gitempt at a r@bellzon by & Bhil regious mendicant
Guru Govind who trxad to orgsnise Bhils in open revoli sgeinst
the E@jgﬁt ?alers'ef'Santh:andeunaﬁgda States, Bul the
feﬁels'éer& tra@pe@ near Kéﬁana, by the combined forces of
>£1irajpuf, Bariya, Santh aﬂﬂ»Lﬂﬁéﬁ&é&. he ring leaders werse
eit%ér shot dead or were hehged Iater. ?he-rést of the rebels
were‘graéted a general grae -omesty and dispersed,
Nou-a~days,. &hlls are ‘a f&l?Lj setiled yeople‘ lnder

the liberal snd sy@p@uﬁetlc,aﬁgunlsnraxlan of the late

Briti sh ﬁelzilcal aganis aﬁd under the preaeﬁt national
gdml‘ié‘ etion, thev are. settllné dovnl in 13rger mmbers to
f\Gulﬁl?&ﬁlﬁn, ThefLwFlll <ave the reputation of 'roblers'.and

e e,

Yviolent® pesple aAvOng- thelr ﬂ&lﬁhbﬁﬂ? -Q?artieularly the
Bhils of the hllTs\ ﬁut 1t is 1argelj‘unﬁaserved today ..
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