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CHAPTER ~ IV

v e SLAH ARD. LI MEAGE .
NP SRR 4 ST — AU

Bhils are orgenised into a number of patrilineal
exogamous descent groups or clans (abtgk). Each clan has a
distinctive name whlch is used as an identification name by
all the people who belong to it, whether by birth or
adgptlon These names are of varying significance, Some of
them are clearly aponymous, 1feg comnemorating an 1ncident
in the life of a real or mythical ancestor of the clam, or

of an incident in the.sarly history of its development,

According to a widely current tradition, the Dangi who
sre today a large and’widely distributed group, are ssid to
have had their origin:frsm the Katara clan, A long time ago
8 young man of this clan went out seeking a bride, He was
carrying with him a large sum of money towards the bride
price, In or&er to escape from the attentions of the
robbers and thieves who infested the forests even in those
days, he hollowed out his long cudgel (dang) and hid the
money there, When he found a girl to his liking and wanted
to negotiate the match, the girl's kinsmen looked at this
langotip bhil who had seemingly come with empty hands to
geek a bride and scoffed at him, Unruffled at their amused
chaffing, the young men took his cudgel, upended it and
stamped it on the ground, Gold coins streamed out,
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Seoffers were startled at first, and then cried ept in
sdmiration that he wes indesd a true dangi (Qne who welilds
. the cudgel), The name stiuck to him and to his descendents
eversince, at a term of idenmtificabtion. In course of time
even thgg Katara affiliations were forgoiten, Today they are
regarded, in mﬁst arcas, a8 having an independent clan
status, . '

" The same holds true fof the Vakhlas of Pipergots,
Namls, the founder of this clan, was an orphan who wan
adopted by Jubu, the then headmaen of Alindra. The boy wes
very friendly with an cegle (Vakhla) and was therefore
referred to as Nemla Vekhla only. Nobedy todey seems to
know his original clen affiliations, But the term Vakhla

hag-stuck to his descendents as a clan name,

Some other stak (elan) names are obviously derived
fram place nemes, There are clan nemes such as Ganadi,
¥hadedia, Kiradia, etc, These probably refer to the places
from vhere the founding ancestors of the clan migrated, In

. Kotimbi for instancs, there are two segments of Paramers,
having nothing in common except membership of the ssme clen,
tme wen founded by a people whe came from Garss, a place
somewhere in Panchmahals end hence referred to as the
Garasié??éramars, as distinct from the other segments Often
ths muffix Paramer terds to be overlooked and they are
referred to simply as Carasiast In quite a few cases,the
Garsgis themselves scem to be unaware of their Paramer

affilistions,

* ot to be confused with the (feramias of Kethiawad who are
and order of petiy landholders,
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More often however, place names have a reference to a
territorial divisionsof a lsrger body, Piprie Paremars for
instence, are Paremars concentrated in end around Pipero
(s villege in Limkheda), Similarly Ganedia Dindods were the
Dindode of Genada, Today such groups tend to be known merely
a8 Pipria, Ganadia and so on, 0ften their Peramsr or Dinded

affiliations are overlocksd by others,

Venkatachar suggests & totemic significance to clan
ngmes, He has listed the names of 122 clans found in the
Gentral Indisn Agency area, and sgeinst each he indicates
the traditional tales of origin and special ritusl relation
of the members of each clan with the respective natural
object or enimal if any, The neme Kétja, we learn, hag a
refarenée to the short sword and further that the members
of this clen are required to worship a short sword or
dagger just before the first banag ceremony, Further the
bridegroom iz expected to hold on to it for the entire
duration of the marrisge coremony, Similerly, the name
Rawat is said to be derived from the term ragal (1lit, s

churning steff), The tale runs thal once the ancestor of

this clan wes in danger of being beaten to death with e
rogugl Ly sonme irate fémale relatives when he was saved by
his biteh, To thisg day, the members of this clan are said
to worship a bitch just before marrisge., The term Dinded is
likewise derived from dindu (a harmless water snake), waich
is worshipped ond is generslly immune from the members of

the Dindod clan even today,
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1 have no date disputing Shri Venkeitacher's hypethesis,
Put I feel thet the data he has gresented though admiretle, ,
is too mesgre sud inconclusive, Practices such as the
worship of the dsgger and carrying of it by the bridegroem,
probably have more a reference to the mertiel traditions of
& people, and are frund among wany non-tribel people es
wall,

We need not enter inlto 2 full discussion of the
q&@afian of totemistie implications of Bhil clen nomes here,
Hore relevent for us iz the fact that the clan name is borne
by all the perzons who belong to that clsn, It is e
principle of idantification. for two imporisnt purposses, ine
bearing of a alan name is £ sure indication thei guch a
person is sgmaticrlly relaled 1o all the others who bear
that nawe, through a comnon encestor, however far removed
from eech ether, Secondly, it is & simple way of enforcing
the exogamous injunction, VeoDinded way warry a Dindod.
Though no genealogiesl evidence of Iinship is evailable, ihe
very name i enough evidence for this purposc, Taus o
peveon introduces himself net merely as X the son of ¥, but

aa of the clan D.

The clan name is not generslly used anong the members
of the ssme clan inter-alias, It is often used by people
when talking of their friends or neighbours, but it is
signifieent that one muel refer to an affine by his/her
clan nams only, Under no eircumsisnces may a person sddreas

. tlg--v N . .
hism staéaxﬁg husband by his personal neme, Tt ie regerded
a8 an insult unless the two persons wore familiar with each

other before marrisge,
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There are numerous clans among the Bhils of the
Aravalli-Halva region, I have peracnally come across people
of sixty-seven different clans.rP.G.Vanikarﬁ gives a list
of sixty-four clans found in the Dohad and Jhalod talukas, .
gbout 2 dozen of which are not found in my list, Venkatacher
mentions.one hundred and twenty two names, quitgda few of
which are not found in elther of the above lists, Further,
it is not clear aa to actual]y how many are fullygndependept
exogamous clans, snd how many sre only sub-clens with a
sepafate identity but fermiﬁg'a part of a lerger exogemous
unit, | ‘ A

Further; there does not seem to be any ordering of *he
difforent ¢lans in o definite systam of rank or senierity,
Such -an ordering of the differcont exogamous units would
imyért a sense of unity and a vorporate cheracter to the
tribe, Mwong ths Muer for instance, the tribe is cut vp into
a regular pattern of major and winor segments, waximal end
minimal linesges aud so en, each narrower umit finding 1%~
particular place of rank and senierity among olher units of
the seme orde¥ within a broeder whole, This system in its
turn 1s ¢Gorvelated with en elaborate political system of
intergroding units, As a resuli, though fission is constent-
1y at wrk, it is not allowved to run riot, and the segments
thet émerge)fig into their logiically predstermined places
in the system,

Fhils offer a contrast to the Nuer, The tribe is cut
up inte numerous exogamous clans, which do not form units

in any well defined ovstem of renk or seniority. Traditions
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point to the Damor snd the Warkrya as the two originsl clans
from which all the other Bhil clans originated, Most of thg
ancestral spirits holding e high rank in the Bhil pantheon
are believed to have bgen members of these two clans, bBut lodey
the members of these two. clans as the direct descendents in
the original line, do mot seem to have any special stetus

in relation to the other Bhils as one would normally expect,
On the econtrary, Phils of Poshina concede a high status to
the members of the Pargi an& Paramer c%ans, on mgome purely
locsl and as yet undiscove%ed grounds, Thie speciel siatus
is oxtended even to the daughters of these two clans, and
whosoever marriea them is exzpected to fiy g while banner on
his homestesd (n privilege umelly associated with the
ghrine of a mother goddess), Txcept for similar cases of
particulsr clens or segments being lecally honoured, all
clans are re@arded as of equal status, Any clan is free to
contract marital allisnces with any eother clan, subjec£ of
course to the normsl kinship ussges governing the choice of
a mete,

Parther, as constituting s kinshiv group, the members
of a clan may be expected to be bound by certain bonds of
participation and by mutval obligationa and rights towerds
each other, Ideally the glan ie a corporate entity, Il has
residusl rights over the property of its several individual
wmembers, It has complete anthority to regulste smd contrel
the behaviour of the group, along certein socially aceepled
modes, It is also a ritual entity, the several members of

the groﬁp being expected to come together for participation



and collaboration atlgast on certain important oceasione,
Unity of the clan is expressed through well-defined concepta
of ancestral spirits, and by the sharing of the bonds of
pollution or of ritual impurity caused by a death or birth
in the elan, or by the incidence of pestilence or similar
misfortune affecting the entirse community, The corporate
nature of such a group may be expressed in terms of a well-
defined : system of intergreding segments, a machinery to
adjudicate disputes and to absorb feuds and fission in the
cormunity, and a sound backing of the mores and conventions
of the community by a well-defined system of social and

ritual sanctions,

Mn effeetive systematic realisation of these ends
would imply that the descent group is territorially
intégrated and the several members of the group sre
conaequentlﬁ in a position to meintain end/or rencw
frequently, the several ties whether of collaboration and
participation, or of feuds that bind thew to each other and
to the members of the other segments, However clanship among
the Bhils is vitiated by a continuel process of fission, and
an uncontrolled and interdigital dispersal of the several
segments, Bven todey, individusls and groups are frequently
bresking away from the parental group (nal or a lineage), to
for distent places, The Bhil clans do not seem to have hed
any rights over s definite srea, as is the cage with the
Nuer clans of Trans~Sudan, As a result, the ségments which

wore forced to break away from the parenmtal group could
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gettle only where suitable conditions existed, not
necegsarily in the viecinity of the parental group, Perheps,
it might not have been possible for the new segments, to
find sufficient lend suiteble for enltivation in the
neighbourhood, due to. the available land being slready
occupied by pecple of other clans or segments, Further,
individuals and groups were often forced to migrate to other
villages, in respohse to certain kinship considerations, A
man often went over to aseist his widowed sister in looking
after her children and their lends and cattle, till such
time, as the dﬁildren were of an sge o manege for them-
sei#es. Frequently o women who wags a ﬁidGW‘or was diverced
for alieged<misbehaviéur returned te her'naial home, often
with her young children and claimed & share of the family
lands from her brothers, Sometimes, a man without any mnle
issue, would invite a men to be his ghar-jamei (a men who
on marrisge becomes a member of his wife's family, unlike
the normal marrisge in which the girl becomes a member of
her husband's Family), end inherit his lands after lhe
former's death, In each of these situations, a femily with
a different clen affiliation is seitled in the neighbour-
hood, Theére the setilement is permenent, g family grows

to be g lineage in course of time,

At any rate today, the severasl clans are just loose
clusters of numerous segments or linesges, which are
digpersed interdigitally over a very wide srea, In the Bhil

country today, numerous linesges besring numerous clan



names are found, interspersed among themselves, In most
large villeges of this arsa; segments of as meny as ten 1o
twelve clans mey be found, While some of them such as the
Baria occur very frequently showing a2 wide and eguitable
distribution, some others like Tokria sre found in just e
few villeges, The Vekhla for instance, sre found only in s

few villages around the Ratanmal hills,

Large concentrations do oceur of certain clans,
indicating territoriael affiliations to a considerable
extent, In the Jhalod and Douad talukes of Panchamshals
District, clan segments are large, often rumning into
thousends and forming the entire population of more then
olte village, For instence, the entire population of
Rajarwada snd the two neighbouring villages consist only of
the Sangada clan, gll claiming descent from the seme nal
or branch of the clan, In the same neighbourhood, two of
the larger villsges, Kadaval and Titodi contain only the
Visarthe, In Kathiweds, the antire'poﬁﬁiation of three
villages near Kothammahudi, is said to be of the clan
Yehania,

then the clan concentration is more and the size of
the segment is considerably -larger, clenship takes on =
greater significance for the seversl members, It is found
that a2 considerable area of social and ritual relationships
covering the entire group are establishéd, These relations
often extend across the iniervening gsegments of other

clans to cover the segments of the same clan in = different
villageé,
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Usually howover, the segments are small and isclated
The hilly and forested terrain discourages the maintensnce
- of regular and frequent contects with the parental group or
with the other segments scatiered in far off pilaces,
Contacts wherever meintained are not sufficiently extensive
and over long periods interdependence and inter-action
betwean sueh'segments tend to be weskened, Such isolated
segmente tend to establish more and more significant socisal
and ritusl relations with the other lineage groups in tlre
seme neighbourhood even though they might belong 4o
di fferent clans, Vicinage relsations gredually acquire

greater emphasie over clanship as such,

In other words, the clan being only a loose cluster
of mumerous and widely-scattered segments, the inter-
relationships between the several segments are not likely
to be very frequent or 'significsnt, Local affiliations with
segments of other clans in the neightourhood tend to develep
and cut across clan loyalties. Ritual collaboration way be
mainteined between several segments if they are not far
removed from each other, and the representatives of the
peveral clans are enabled to come togetner atleast on
certain ocecosions, But the corporate unity of the clen can
not be meintained, as the local ties predominate over clan
ties s=d ¢opecially when Tission is uncontrolled, as it is
smong the Bhils, fmong the Nuers, it wes pointed out
earlier, the tribe is so ordered,. that whenever fission

occurs and & new segment. emerges, it occuvies a definite
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place in the general set up of feuds and collaborations,
with ézgggzarity among the other segments of its order. But
among the Bhils, when a segment bresks away, it becomes a
lineage having no defined status and relation to the other
segmeﬁts‘cr linesgen, In course of time when the cleavage
is pronounced and takes a particular shape, it even assumes
an independent clan status, equal in all respects to the
other clans,

Vhat T am trying to point out is that corporation
implies a certsin authority vested with the entire growp
and exercised through some sort of 2 hierarchy?brder. in
the clan, with its loose gstructure, such an authority masy
not be exercised as there is no centrsl asgency to
administer it, which would be acceptable to all the
segments which ere under no ritual or pelitical necessity
to accept its mandates,

Even ritual collaboration and social participsation,
depend to a considerable extent upon the segments being
spatislly as compact as possible. Farther removed the
several segments are in space and time, the more limited
is the scope ' for collaboration and participation among
them, Clan identity in such s case, may be maintained only
in a very broad sense and expressed only in terms of the
gharing of a clan name, and exogemy. But the mere fact of
gharing a clan name does not involve any further
obligations towards or entail rights sgainst cach other,ﬁ
?hus, clanship has 2 structural significance to the Bhil,
only for purposes of reckoning descent snd as indicating
the limits of exogamy,
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An gtgk then consists of a number of dispersed seguents,
interspersed mpacially with similar segments of many other
clen , Such a segment or a lineage is referred to locally as
a ngl (1it,, a brench), A nsl might be a large one extending
over many generations or it might have a depth of just two or
three generations, | '

A cursory exsmination of the geneslogies of several
lineages reveal two important features, Invariably a nsl is
found to be & kinship group where the several members are in
o position to trace their relstions to each other through a
commoh petrilinesl aneestor, with veference to a definite
genealogy, No person is regarded 2s s member of a lineage
group, merely on the evidence of & clen name, unless
sufficient evidence is slso aveilable of his having descended
from the same lins of descent as the other members of the
group. In Kotunbi, there are two linesges of the Pasramers,
But they regard themselves ss two mmrelated groups. The bigper |
group of an earlier migration distingunishes itself from the
other of s loter settlement by the quelifying term moti (lit,
big) sttached to its neme,

. This ingsisteonce upon definite geneslogical evidence
primerily results in the reduction of the depth end extension
of s linesge, The Bhils for the most part sre illiterate and
they have no hereditary bhats or recorders of genealogies, es
do certzin tribes of Saurssira., In treeing their geneslogical
connectiona, they have to depend solely upon memory, With mm

increase in the depth by each generation, the vumber of



collatersl lines of descent would %ncrease congiderably and
the extension of the lineage group would almost be doubled,
Iny person, however old would be herd put to keep track of all
the descendents from sn sancestor removed by a number of
gensretions even if he could remember\his neme, It is a
practiesl difficulty thal necessitates placing such a limit

upen the depth and extension of a linesge,

Normally the depth of & linesge varies from six to
seven generations, An old man with a,gnoﬁaamory can eagily
remember and trace nll the collateral lines of descent from
his ancestors in the third sscending genseration, He would also
be in a position generslly, to kncw his descendants of the
gecond, end oceasionslly the third generation, This means that
we get a linesge six to seven generations deep, Very rarely,

it extends wpto eight generations,

We find very few Bhils living to a ripe age of seventy
or eighty. A man is withered and shrunken normslly when he ig
fifty, Decay beging to set in rapidly soon after this sge,
The normal expectation of life for a Fhil would sppear to bLe
sbout BH-60, It may be noted here theit this is deduced from
my own limited observation, There are ne records availeble on
thig point, In 211 the three villages of Ratanmal with a
population of about 160 adulie orly two persons Roysla of
Alindra end % Nathia of Fubera, appeared to be more then
sixty years of age, In the twenly or thirty villages round
sbout Ratanmal there were barely half a dozen of more then
B0 vears of age, The paucity of very old men has an effect

of shrinking their genealogies,
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Another factor limiting the size of & lineage group is
the excessive incidence of infantile mortslity smong the Bhils,
An examinstiod of the genealogice! cliarts relating to the three
villages:ofthis ares  would give & fair indication of the
situation, fmong the Vekhlas of Pipergota, it may be seen that
of the 37 children bern in this generation, ouly 1€ lived long
enough o marry, Among the Phurias of Alindra slseo, facts
tell the same story., Thus inspite of a mumber of children being
born into the lineesge at each generation, only a few survive
and continue the lineage., Even though a particular linesge
might be several gensrations deep, the heavy toll of infant .
mortelity from various csuses limit the size of the group to a
small number, In some cases, the toll might be g0 heavy as to
threaten the very existence of a particular linesge, For
instance, the Barias of Kubera were so harassed by pestilence
and by frequent raids of the robber Bhil bends from across the
borﬁers of Kathiwada, that a number of them fled to different
parts of the country sbandoning their fields snd homes, Even
the head of linesge who was also the hesdman, wae forced to
migrate to Pipergota, There the 1ineage is represented only by

the old tadavi and his wife, 2 son and a lone grand son,

Frequent Tission within the lineage, also results in
keeping down the size of the lineage group, Internsl
dissengions, insufficiency of arsble lands in the area and
certain kinship obligations sre all facltors which force the
members of a lineage to migrate to different and often distent
places, A fair idea of the factors lesding to and e of Te

frequency of migrations in any generation, may be had from an
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hich heever sonld not b6
exenination of thefgen&alagical tgbleslgg@ended to thig
chapter, '

Yhen an individual or o group of individuals migrate to
other regions they often cease to be effective members of a
lineage and as time passes, ténd to forget their links with
the parental group, This weakening of the links mighl oceur
even when the members of a segment are yvet in a position to
trace their relationship geneslogically with the members of
the parental group,

However, the meve ability teo irace genealogical relation-
ship with the others of the group is no criterion ior the
membership of & lineage group, Another importent feature of s
lineage is its essentially vicinege charscter, It is a
neighbsurhood grovp, All the members of a group noruelly
inhabit the seme territory and are in frequent personal
contacts with each other through participation end collabora-
tion in the seversl activities;

- The fact that the members of a lineege arc zble to trnce
their reletionship to ench other would imply that cach person
in the group stands snd ie kmown by others to strnd in a
gefinite relation of kinsghip to tlhe other members of the group.
For instance, he is the son of A, fathser's brother's son's
son of B snd the elder brother of C and D, Bach type of
relaﬁioﬂship wowld imply a set of patiern of beheviour
towerde the persons concerned involving certain obligations
and rights, Por instance, if Devla is swere thet Jokhle is
hig Tather's brother's son, he owes to Jokhla the respsct due

to the men of his fother's generation, Devia may not sit on



a cot in his presence, use obacens words or smoke a pipe
without offering it to him first, Jokhle may reprimand or
reproach Devla Tor his misdeeds, This relationship would alsn
imply that: when Devla is in difficulties, helmay c=11 upon
Jokhla for aid, to represent him or to mediate for him in
digputes end so on, Devla's behaviour with g vounger brother
on the other hend would be quite different, They belonz to
the same generation and so a greeter informelity marks their
tehavinur towerds each other, ¥hile the younger men might be
adviged, direct reprimand might be resented and the young wirn
might even set his elder brother's advice ab nought, In the
cose of é slgter, feél or élaagifiaatory, the behaviour
pattern is egpin different, Courtesy and offection characterise
their reletion, Joking is permitted, though not to the same
extent as with an elder brother's wife, A sisler might slvaeyse
cnll upon 4im for aid, to the extent, that s hélpless widow
might cell upon her brether to leave his villsge, help her in

bringing wp her winor children and look after her lands,
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Apart from these considerations an entirely diiferent
pattern of néighbourhood ties tend to develop and bind the
several members together, The members of a lineage though
belonging to different families, come into daily contact with
. aach other in wverious contexbs, in the field, during sowing
and harvesting, while grazing cettle, or when they are out
together on their freguent comaunsl hunts, They tend to

develop in such situations intensely personal relationshing of
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friendliness, rivalry and jealousy end association of co-~
-pperation and competition, Tt is thig nel-work of persenal
relationships spart from the purely kinship relations, that
gives the members of a lineage group a sense of belonging-
of a unity,

Such of those individuals and groups wuo are forced to
migrete to distent places %éon find themselves isolsted
unless they regularly renmew personal contacts with the mein
body of their npal. Whon this isolation is more pronounced,
they wight still be able io Trace gensalogicel relatiounships
with most peoplé in the linesage, but they gradually ceuse to
be effective members of the gfaup and lose their positior in
the lineage activities,

Converegely, lineages of an urusual deopth and extension
where quite a few genealogical links sre lost but which still
maintain their unity may also be seen, In Jhalod taluka,
lavge linsage groups numbering more than a thouassnd may be
found, where gencalogical links arc not traceable in all
cases, But there ig & sirong tradition of genealogicel
descent from a common ancestor smong ell the members of the
grovip, ¥ho are also knit together in 2 network of social
end ritusl ties, In the sphere of economic activitiea, co-
operation ig nol very extensive, But the group has atill a

unity and s torporate charscter, In one such village, the

entire group rose like one on the signel of en elder, to

sttack the avericions Jaminder, who sought to dispossess

v]

them of ‘the lande they hed held from his femily for meny

generations ard forced him to seek a compromise through

s oa . U
mediators, even though the law was entirely in his favour, ’
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These two essential features of a pal make possible the
realisation of certain other functions which are implied in
the clan as well, but which could not be realised there

because of excessive segmentation snd dispersal.

The nal has a corporate unity, Structurally it consists
of two or more joinl families or sub-lineages with a depth
of three to four generations and is headed by the senior
living ancestor, Lasch one of these joint families contains
two or more elementary families, which are the commensal and
residential wmits, But the joint femily is the mosi
significant wnit of all social, ritusl and economic relations
among, the Fhils, The joint femily is essentially a close
kinship group, where sll the relations are of an intimate
personal character.il

Co-operstion and collaboration in the seversl fields
of activity are reslised to the maximum extent in the family
snd enthority is also most explicitly expressed herc, The
lineage is but an integrstion of several families and
expresses iteelf best through them,

A cleerly diseernsble aguthority is vested in the
lineage group as e whole, It is expressed through the senior
adult of all the linesges who may be termed as the head of
the lineage, But the headmenship of the nal is 2 mere
formality as he only woices the opinion of sll the others,
But the euthority of the lineasge to control and regulate the

behaviour of its seversl members along certain socislly

approved patterns is exercised by the seversl elders of the
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linesge, jeintly er in council, By elders, oite refer not
merely to their age ss such though most of them are old and
are heads of the several femilies, Any adult member of the
lineage may ait on the ecouncil and spesk out his views, and
every member has the right to be consulted and hesrd, But
the decisions arrived at by the elders and their rulings are

generelly acceptsble to the members of the linsage,

Linesge euthority has guite on extensive scope, It cen
be exercised in any situation which might affect the lineage
directly or indirectly, Authority in the lineage iz related

to certein other functional roles that the linesge plays,

nal hes collective ownership rights over the property
controlled and enjoyed by the members, These rights sre of =2
regiduary natﬁre and extended to cover both movable and
imwwhpmwmy®m33MMaMGMﬂ&TMsmmw@ﬂ
be gseen in its working., hen a men dies without direct heirs,
the property m&y go to hig daughter or to his brether's sons,
A davghter may have his lend during her life time only, and
even then only if she settles in the natal village itself,
But she may not elienate the land unless permitted by
cormon concensus, Property rights are conceded to her heirs,
and the land returns to the natal linesge after her death
to be redistributed among the other members. Further when a
man decides to wigrate to another villsge for any reeson, he
is allowed to retain control over his land in the natal
village and to continue enjoying the fruits thereof, But '

under no circumstances may he alienate the land except to
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another member of the linecoge and even then with the express
approval of the lineage group as a whole, Today when the
Government wishes to settle a family on a piece of fallow
lend, spproval of such settlement is generally obtained from
the village community in general and of the linesge group in
the immediate neighbourhood, in particular,

Gifts of land to persons not of the linesage are
permitted, when such personsg are affines of the lineage or
children of one of the deughters of the lincage, Normally
land is inherited only by the male descendants =nd in egual
shares, In lieu of direct heirs, the land passes on to the
neerest collaterals such as a men's brother's children, o
man's father's brother's children, etc, uptaathe second or
third degree, In the event of such collaterals not being
available~it is a very rare oceurancé, land reverts to the
lineage and the severnl elders of the lineage mcet together
and decide how this lénd should be re-distributed msong the
membera, Bven today such a procedure is followed and it is

countenanced by the Goverwment,

Further, if for any particular reason, a person decides
to diginherit one or more of his heirs as he is empowsred
to by Bhil law end tradition, such am action is subject to
acrpfiny‘an& posaibly reverssl by the lincege group ag a
vhole, The several linesge elders may call upon him to
explain the grounds of such drastic action, snd where it is
regarded too drastic e punishment under the circumstances,

they might even bring pressure to bear upon him to reverse
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or temper his decision, Conversely, the lincage elders might
alzo ssk any one of ite members to leave the neighbourhood -
if by his ections he ig proved to be an undesirable element
and foree him to migraie. This right to dispossess a member
is not recognised in law, Bult where the decisions of the
lineage have the support of the other lineages in the villsge,
the headman might eject such a person from the villsge, The

(foverrment normally upholds the sction of the headman in

such cases,

However the suthority vested in s linesge, when it
formg o part of multi-lineage group is limited and shared by
the local community, The loesl community in most Bhil
villeges is very small with a wide network of inter-personal
reletions binding the several members of the community
together in bonds of participation and collaboration in the
several activities of their daily life, Any event in the
village is of interest, not only to the parties directly
concerned or to their linespge, but to the entire community,
pisequilibrivm in sny part of the community hes its reper-
cussions inm the other sections of the community, A guerrel
between the father and son, resulting in the latter being
banished from the village Ey the linesge would mezn a
cleavage in the vest of the village - hetueen thosze who feel
the father was right and those that feel that the punishment
wns beyond the merita of the case, An alliance is
contemplated by one lineage, This would result in ihe
establishment of affinsl ties with n lineage from slsewhere

and frequent soecial snd ritual obligations esiablished with
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them, These affinal responsibilities rest not only on the
linesge that is directly a party to the sllisnce, but upen
the entire local commarity, SoZ%ll affairs thet might have
the least repércussion on the local community, the real
decision ig teken by the villoge elders only, The linesge in
such & cese would be more in the nature of a sponser, This
agspect of the situstion will be discussed in grester deteil

ot a later stage in this espay,.

The lineage fétmé a distinet unity, The various members
are keenly sware of their belonging to the nsl or lineags
Their prestige and status derive from their membership of the
linenge, Any ingult to the nal, implied or explicit iz hotly
rogented, The solidarity of the lineage may be expressed in
many weys, The move evident expressions of such solidarity
may be seen on éccasisné of considerable social or ritnal
importance, where a large number of people gather, On such
occagions the geveral lineage relatives of a person
cooperate with him by helping him in many ways,., Contributions
in money and grain are msde towards the expenses of the
funetion, Some people sid him in organising the several
re80Urces ﬁo ensure success to the function, Some supervise
the cooking snd the distribution of food o the gnests and
so on, Even those who do not actively hslp him in super-
vising the arrangements passively participate in the ritusl
or socisl functhion, This linesge solidarity is expressed

emphatically on eceasions of crises in the affairs of the
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group or of an individual member, In a8 disputﬁfer instance
between a lineage relative gnd a stranger, the entire lincage
takes a keen interest in resplving the disputé end while it
does not actually force an issue in his Tawvour, tries to
safeguerd his interests to the ubnost, ‘Yhen thers is denth or
gickness in the family of any person, pollution extends to
the entire lineage, No person of that lineage may observe s

feast, or engege or even spousor in sny ritual,

The several members of a lineage are bound by close
ties of kinship, snd are governed in their personsl relaticas
by consideretions of sox, sge end generation, But in
addition to these ties, there are others which fosier a conse
of vnity and bind them closer to each other, They come into
frequent and often sustained contect with each other ,while
performing the numerous johe of their normal daily routine,
W%hile grazing their herde in the jungle, while gathering
variocus forest produce in different seasons, while helping
gach other in the sowing or reaping operations, Purther,
during the festival season, young men and women come tegether
practically every evening in ithe dencing snd singing msets,
out of these contacts, develop intensely personsl relations
of friendship and co-operation, of rivalries and friendshin
extending across the age end generation groups, There is a
sense. of comraderie and deeper understanding of oach cther on
one hend and a keen competition and rivalry among the young
people; for inmtence, as they seck to excel in song or dance

oer to score over one smother in courting the pretty girls
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from the neighbouring villages they meet in the weekly
fairs,

There are numeroua’other occagsions waen the collabora-
tion of the entire lineage group is required snd to an extent
of the entire locel community itself, Harriege is one such
gsitvation, which brimngs together - not merely the two young
peopls to be wed, but two linosge groups into affinal
relations with each other, Every member of the linesge is
expected to extend the courtesy and hospitality due to an
affine, to any member of the linemge grovp with which an
plliance kas been concluded, He expects the members of trat

linesge to bebave likewlse with hime
&

For this feaaon,(whgn an alliance is proposed,
congideration is given not wmerely to the merits of the boy
or the girl or of their families, but the reputation of tue
entire agnatic kin group, The Bhils , like any olher people
the world over, prefer allisnces with a kin group known for
their meterial and moral soundness, They look to the
gquelities such as hoepitality, honesty and thriftaness, They
avoid such lineages, the members of which are known fer
tﬁéir'poverty, shiftlessneas snd miserliness, or who are
known to be vobbers, or quarrelscme people, To be dig-
courteous to en affine, hewever wnpleasant his manner might
be, wnile he is & guest in one's house, is one of the
unpardonsble crimes of #hil public life, Such a peraon would
be mocked at, publiely by the others =s & bad hegevala, from
whom 4 guest might not hope to get some water even on a f

sumer afternoon, There is » villsge situated on the verge
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of the border theat formerly demarcated the states of Bariya
end Bombay, which I shall refer to ag ¥, for certein reasons,
This village was so notorious for its numerous robberies
compitted mcross the border, for numerous ambushes and
murders of unwary travellers in the nearby lonely jungles,
thet mo decent Bhil wouldweither take a girl of X in marrisge
for his son, nor give his dsughter in marrisge to a youth of
that villege, Vhile studying the genealogies of the villages
in the neighbourhood, I came to know that the bulk of tie
alliances contracted with families of X were such where the
pareats were forced to give their consent, after the deed
wasg done, The bulk of them were cases of elopement, and there
are also numerous cases of sbductions of girls by the young-
men of X, In either cmse, the irate but helpless parents
were forced to agree to give their sanction to such unions,

poat facto. However these are exceptions to the normal rule,

Occasionzlly allisnces have been broken off at the
last moment, on the allegation of one of the lineage
members against the integritj of the group with which
allisnce was proposed, Such allegations are generally
required to be proved to the satisfaction of the rest of the
group, But it is tacitly accepted thalt any proposed alliance
is subjeet to the approval or rejection by the entire
linesge group, We shall see thalt as a result of certain
other considerations, even the local commmity has a voice
in such matters,

Similarly, when 2z person without a mele issue,

decides to take a ghar iamai, promising to give him
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{dsughter's husbend) a share of the lands, prior spproval of
the linesge is escentinl, Since the lineage has residusl
rights ever the property of any member, the approvel of the
entire group is necessary for any aslienation of the land,
even when it is to an affine, He hes to be .approved as a
prospective neighbour, and by implication, promised the
ceogeration(wiﬁhout'which, he can not be an effective member
of the commmity. In the evént of afgarriage or a major
ritual undertaking such as a Ind vow|’the entire linesge
collaborates with the person who is directly concerned,
Since guests are invited from a1l the neighbouring villages,
prestige of the linesge itself is involved in the succesn
or failure of the undertaking, Contributions of cash or
grain (chendla) are made by the several kinsmen and affines,
In case of a marrisge, when the parent of the boy finds
himself short of the required smount of bride price, it is
the linesge-group which goes to his rescus, In ind again,
the kinsmen regard it as their responsibility to sce thst
any shortage in money or in foods is made good, Further, the
several kinsmen distribute among themselves and jointly
underteke the responsibility of aseeing to the numerous
details incidental to any major rituel or ceremony that
involves the feeding of numerous gnests, The host is left
free to sttend solely to the performsnce of the ritual
itself,
X}'I

Such collaboration is forthcoming uvnstintingly from

the lineage group, even when the persons concerned are not
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very pooular with the other members of the linesge, U“hen
Semla, the then tadavi of Pipergols died two years =gp, his
eldest son Surpal was brought over from Samlakund, where ae
wves living with his wmeiernsl uncle for some years past, dus
to some long standing disegreement ﬂiﬁé his father, So long
as Semla was alive, Surpsl visited his village only at long
intervals, even ihén more as g casual visitor, bven et the
annual Haderjo wela (fair) on Ratsrmal, he would rather
move aboul in the compsny of his meternal kin or with his
affines from Kanjeta, ¥Then Samla was ailing for some months
prior to his death, it was Khuman, his father's brother's
son, who looked after the day-to-day duties of the headman,
But on Somla's death, the Vakhlas felt that since Surpal wss
the eldest son of the deceased tedavi, he should succeed him,
wnatever be his shorteomings, Surpal accepted the offer, but
with such an air of indifference and condescension and his
behaviour with the othsr people of the village was such,
that he was much disliked by one and sll, MNotwithstanding
however, Vakhlas gzave him the meximum support snd help in
discherging the sevoral administrative and other duties of
headmanchip, Vhenever there was = clash between him and
Khumen, who was still bearing the mejor burden of headmanship
they placated ¥human sagingvthat Surpal is a boy after =11

and one gshould be patient with him,

A couple of years later, Surpal openly begen to spesk
of his desire to go back to Kenjeta or to Semlekund, whers
he felt, most of his interests lay, Only then the Vakhlas

became exssperated snd began to talk of trensferring the
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tadavii (headmenship) to Khuman, who was alresdy for seversl

yeers the de fecto -tedavi.

Unity of the linesge may be seen st best on ceriezin
critical situations in the affeire of the linesge, Such crises
might be economic, such as a total failure of crops in the
area snd loens may have to be raised from a rich meney-lernder,
the death of sn adult member, a heavy incidence of pestilence
or the birth of an infent in the linesge group, most of which

invalve spending of considerable amounts of money, e

Where the crisig situation is.largely economic, the
several mombers of a linesge cooperste with each other, there
is a shoring of the grains thelt any one of the homesteads
might be having. The grein that is distributed under such
circumstences ~ it may be noted, ig always returned, Rut they
are not regarded as loens either hy the giver or by the one
who receives, It is just an expression of the good will waich
everybody is expected to have towards the others, Further
when it becomes necessary to borrow from the Sphukar (monsy-
lender), the eniire lineage gets together and decides just
how much money is needed to meet zll their requirements,
mainly for buying grains, for subsistence and seeds for the
next sgricultural season, Then the money im borrowed from
the ever-obliging local money-lender at en interest, by ine
senior member on his personal responsibility and in his neme,
The mouey lenders reelise that the money is borrowsd for the
entire linesge group who ere really collectively responsible

for returning the loan with interest, Bub he enters in his
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books the name of only oue individual, In the lineage group,
however, the several mewbsrs are keenly sensitive g% their

responcibility, and it is only rarely that a persen feile to
ngy up his share when the time comes for returning the loen,

. Wao
In one cage, one of the members/had utilised = part of the

money, had migrated to distent Gujarat (¥eira District)
without settling his sccount, Rult the deficit wes made up &

contributions from the other membera of the linesge,

Presence of spidemics in the village, the death of en
adult member, or the birth of s new infant in s femily sre
gituations which considersbly disturdb the novmel tamo of
community life, A number of edjustments become necessery on
the part of the seversl members in their relations with each
ather; in view of the emergence of a new member or to fill
the roid due to the exit of another, In such =z sitvation,
there is an intensification of social end ritwal relatious
betweer the several members of the commmnity, A greater
awareness of the unity of the linecage grouh results from the
sharing of the bonds of pollution or ritual ilmpurity thst
arizen from the ovcevrence of death, sickness .or bith in the
gYoup,

This pollution attoches not merely to the people,
divectly concerned in the incident, but to all the mombovn
of the linesge group and often extends to - the entire
commmity ss & bond of sympathy, So long as pellubion
continues, no ritual whether sacred or domestic mey be
undertsken, Pollution continues for about ten to eleven days

in crge of birth or desth, end ic co-extensive in the coze



of oan epidemic, After it hes ceased to operate, the group of
psraons qoncerned,unéergo a purification ceremony which
consists weinly of bathing in the flowing water of a river
or stream wherever avsilable, or in a well, weshing of all
the clothes, clesning the entire homestead including the
cottle shed and putliing a fresh coating of cowdung mixture

to -the. floor, Then they sre said o be in 2 nommal ritual
stobus, Bub vhenever e ritusl sacrifice is to he performed
in the village, these people have to go through the same
process again in order to attain ritual purity, and only
subsequently commence preparing for the rituwal, An incident
waich occured recently in Pipergota reveals how obligatory

it is for the members of a lineage to share the pollulion

as a mark of glidsrity, Al1 the people of this village with
the exéeptian of o lone family of Hathia Bariyes, are members
of 2 single Vakhla lineege, One of them, Halya was living
with his affines in o distant villege for a aumber of yesrs
now, Just a couple of dpys before the snnual sacrifice io
Babadev (the tutelary deity of the villsge) news arrived that
a baby girl wes borne to lalya, and the Vakhlas were under
birth pollution till the tenth day. During this period no
ritual undertaking was permissible to them, i,e,, the
seerifice had to be postponed till after the expiry of the
pollution eight lays later, The fact that Malya had
practicslly ceased to be an effective member of the linesge
for some years pest and thal the event itself took plsce in
a Tor distant place, did in no way affect the position of

the linesge members, or even shorten the duralion of
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pollution, Wormally Bhils do net have any fixed dates as
guch for their local ritual, so postponement would not heve
been normslly a problem, But here the situation ves
complicated by the fact that just = week leter the Hadarjo
mels was to be celébrested on the Ratarmsl, The heedman of
Pipergota was the hereditary chief worshipper (pujera) of
the deity; But he could not offer worship at the wmele,
unless the sacrifice to Babadev had been offered first st
Pipergota in a ritusl lasting over two days, Then he was
required to go through the purificatory process agein to

achieve a stete of ritual purity required for this mels

For two days he would be fasting, drinking only water and
avoiding all physical contact with people who were not
rituelly pure (cors) like himself, 211 contact with women,
gexual or otherwise was strictly forbidden to im during
thig period, On the second evening, he went up the table
land where the shrines of Babg Ratenmal (Ratneswar ilahedev)
and Hadarjo were situsted, escorted by a number of yowrg
unmarried boys and girls in a state of ritusl purity,
bearing the several ritual objects, 'The major sacrifice in
the ritusl i,e, the one to Babs Ratarmal, had to be
offered during a particular confluence of lunar asterisms
{ngkshatra), which occured only once o year, As the proger
performence of this ritual wss supposed to have grest
influence on the success of the coming epricultursl sessan
in the surrounding rogion, this ritwal was attended by
Bhils from far distont villages §nd 80 it could neither be

postponed nor missed altegether, Hence the people of
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Pipergota were very much worried, In the end, efter much
vorrying and consultations with the elderly Tedavi Royele of
Alindre and the priests Delhing end Baber, regarded by all
as three of the wisest elders of the region, they decided to
reduce the period of pollution to three deys only, [aving
recourse to g myth that was conveniently remembered then,
they forced the voung infent snd the mother to underge the
ritual of purification on the very third day after its
birth instead of on the eleventh day., The same day, every
man, woman and child in the village went through the
process of purification twice over and became cora, The
crigis wags thus resolved and the Babedev ritual and the
Haderjo ritual went off without any hitch and as ﬁer
achedule, “

This bond of pollution furnishes an obmerver with =
fairly reliable criterion to understsnd the extension of any
linesge, lspecielly so, in a region shere large groups of
people might be found bearing the same clen name, but with
no sufficient genealogical evidence te support their claims
to be 2 llneag@. Sharing of the benda of pollution is one of
the strongest boﬂﬁa that hold a kinship group together end
give it a sense of unity,

Another‘point needs to be noted here: pbllution
emerging from birth, death or tie outbreak of a major
pestilence is primarily the concern of the linesge, but in
a smell community where inter-linesge relations tend to be '
frequent end intimate, where everyone tends to have personal

or face-to-face relations with most others in the commumity,
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individual misfortunes or even the birth of an infant tend

to have ropurcussicng across linesge boundaries, Further,

Lo 3 3
an epidemic diseasc, gooner or later woukd

=00
extend to the others in the community. Agein, there seemn

to bs a strong belief that the incidence of sn epidemic
pollutes the very atmosphere in &2 the éééé%ﬁ%%%%%éﬁ%ta.

So all the people in a nhighbourhood are in turn affected by
the polluted atmosphere ir?éﬁpective of whether or not they
belong to the same kinship group.ce==mvt,

| Pollution arising from certain situations, i,e, daath
of & child, a fatal accident to one of the memwbers and tue
death, under smy circumstances of a woman, seem 1o heve a
reference largely to the linesge, Tm Rest of the community
ig not affected, In such gituations, only the particular
lineage nas to observe the several taboos and injunctions of
pollution, These points need to be kept in mind, while using
the sharing of pollution as & criterion to understend the

extension of a lineesge group.
Vil

Rituael collaeboration in the lineage is linked up
closely with the Bhil beliefs about the sncesiral spirits,
They believe that when a person dies only his corporeal
oxistence ceases, but his soul (gul) continues to exist as
g spirit, Yhen I once questioned a man in this regard, he
seid "Jher mapkha mare, jon gul kel marhe? imsmudada padhbe;

atru kharu, Sul, te deo banijay_ 'we smar rai jay." (Vher we

say thet a men dies, does his soul die? The body fails that

£
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is true, Bub the =moul assumes divinity (deo - 1it, a deity
often meaning the gpirits too) and becomes immortal,)
Depending upon the life of the person when alive, and the
circomstences of his death, his spirit becomes bensvolent
or melovolent in its attitude towards the survivers, !
person wWho lived e life of nommal satisfaction and died
under normal circumstances, is likely te be benevolent
towasrds his survivors in the linosge and their neighbours,
If on the other nand, they had led a frustrated life, if
they were emti-spcisl or evil in their disposition end if
their desth was violent and due to abnormel courses such as
pestilence, murder or a fatal accident, thev are said to
nurse feelings of jeelousy, frustration and melovelence
towards their kin end neighbours, even after their death,
Such spirite continue to be’eAmen?ﬁe to the gscurity of the

i4
lineege and the locel community., Free from the limit-

ations of a corporate existence, they have greater mobility
and scope for sctivity, They could venture into regions

and circumstances, where no mortale might venturs, ¥ost of
them ceme into contect with supernaturasl beings, such a3
deities and witches end other evil spirits snd so are in a
hetter position to influence their decisions affecling
homan beings, Haderjo, the chief of the guerdien spirits,
is believed to be the chief attendant of hatneswar llrhadev
(Baba Ratarmmel), The Cuardian spirite generally try to
safeguard the interests of their descendants against the

ravagen of the fierce melovelent spirits like the Khavi
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and Hensta, witches {daken) and sercorors, who are alweys
on the outleok for opportunities to herscs the humsn beirgs,
0ften the spirits end other evil humen sgencies like the
witch end the sorceror, join forces in their attacks on the
tmons snd their cattle, There are also some punitive
apirits such es the Kaliya mata, who rutblessly punish the
offendera against Bhil cenons of moral and ritual behaviour,
Actually more than two thirds of the rituals undertaken oy
the Bhils in any yesr are either propitiatory or seek the
intercession of the guardisn spirits to ensure a good

harveat snd prosperity in the village,

Hituals which sim at the propitistion of melavolent
snir'tv, particularly the Vishen (spirit of a woman who
died barren, or in oh11d~be§), are of o special significance
to the linesge. Every yeear &Agenerel sacrifice to ell the
sncestral spirite of the villege is offered in the neme of
Bohadev, Babadev a8 Was mantionad earlier is the principel
tutelary spirit of the region, In the territory domxnﬂtcd by
Retarmal, Haderjo ig the Pabsdev, In Kathiwer -end 1n
Bhabra, it is the Pithora and Veghoja in Gha@a Udepur,
Sacrificeyia aoffered in his neme but it is specifically
mentioned that it is to be shared with ell the spirits who
reaide in the ancestral grove of the village, whether

Menets, ¥havi or a Vlshen,' ’end regerdless of their clan or

lineage nffiliations when alive, Yet, it is primerily n
bhaibets (the founding linesge) concern, The other (Kerren)

linegges are only passive participants,
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This ritual is of = gpeciel aignificence to our
enalysis for the emphesis it lays on linesge solidarity. iven
a member of the Bhaibets linesge who has settled in snother
digtent village, makes it & point to come over intime to
perticipate in thig secrificial rituel, This affords nim av
opportunity 4o renew hig ties with his linesge at lesst once
a veer, It is believed that encestral epirits of e man
become ammoyed wnen he Tails to go for this ritual, end
they remind him of his lapse by ceusing illness smong his
children, This belief is sn added inducement for a man to
vigit the ancestral village atleast once @ yesr and renew
contacts with his linesge relaobives thers, Often when
sicknens snd infent wortelily oceur frequently in such =
family, it is generally sémregarded es an act of displessure
on the part of the sncestors, at tneir breaking ewey from
their lineage group, In such coses, the person concerned
goes over to the villege of his forbears to erect a
memorial in the sacred grove, in honour of the angry spirit,
and offers annual sascrifices to the wmpirits camemed,i5
Sometimes he may even veturn to the very lands his forbears
had discarded ag inadequate, Thue so long as a wsn
believes that his ancestral spirits sre resident in the
sacred grove of a perticular village, his ties with the
members of the lineage group are never comoletely sundered,
I have come scross meny such ocecanions, Yhen Roysla's
sister's husbond who was a fadavi of Bornaver died,
foyala induced his sister to come ewsy with her two song to

settle down in Alindra, Twenly years passed and the elder
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gon Guman was now morried and had s child, One day his child
died from an undiegnosed (i,6, in terms of witches, vishen
or sulved ete,) causé; Soon after, his wife was alse isken
ill, Guman conﬂulted e deviner, He was informed thet the
gpirit of his decessed father was displeassed with him for
leaving Fornavor, Gumen had to go back sdon after, much
sgpinet the wishes of'hié'mqﬁhar snd ‘uncle, Even bhullya,
younger brother who preferred to stay behind, goes aetually
to Bornavor, 2 diatéhee'ef‘éﬂ miles and across two rangses
6f“hills, to sttend the Babadev ritual, spends a fortnight
there and comes back, |

Reising, a Dengi of Alindrs come down to Pipergota to
get the pérmissibﬁ of the headmen to ersct a memorisl stone
for the spirit of his father's father, wio was angry with
Reiging's father 3ﬁd hig children for lesving Pivergota, and
se%tlzng in Alin&rn. Yor some years past, there were
fraqpent desths! in Raising's fomily till he end his younger
brother were the only maleé left in the family, On consuli-
ing & deviner; it transpirsd that Raising's grandfather‘
vented atléaét’dne of the brothers to settle in Pipergota.
Haasmng told we that hvs younger brother would be resettled
in ?1pergnia.

1% will be noticed that in all shs e cases, it was g
segnent. of & 11neag9 that wag persuaded to @o back to or
atleast renew and maintain frequent friendly relstions with
tﬁe,paiéntal lineage, or (wkere a number of generations had

elapsed |since fission) the eollateral group, The main
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ineentive in all these ceses seem to be a set of beliefla in
ancestral spirits showing o deep concern in the continustion
of the linesge in the place with which it ie associsted,

and further in maintaining the unity of the linesge, Thie
belief is associsted with o fesr that whosoever goes agairst
the wishes of these spirits, is liable to dire punishment,

Thus the linesge solidarity finds expression in the field of

religion as well,

Tiil

The members of a lineage group are bound by bonds of
socisl and ritunl colleborstion, kinship and by a corporeste

authority with collective rights over property. Yet forces
of fission and segmentation have been continually at work
within the Bhil community, as i clearly demonstrated by the
numerons clans which are ag&iﬁ?ioose clusters of numerous
dispersed segments or linesges, A study of the genealogical
data in respect of o number of linesge~-groups and an inquiry
into the circumstences of their migration to the villege

they inhsbit et present, revesled s few significant facts,

A number of cases of fission esem to be due to
predominantly economic factors, Further the fact of segment-
ation does not ovdinerily imply a complete severance of
social end ritual relations between the two groups, Often
an elementary family migrated from the villsge for some
purely economic reasson but for all social and ritusl purposes.

it is continued as a part of the original lineasge,

The most important single fsctor that induced = segment
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to migrate vas the insdequacy of the erable land available in
eny region, with reference to the size of the kinship group
subsistent upon it, In an earlier section, it was explained
how the Bhils were till recently shifting cultivators, and
practiced the slash and burn method, ¥ven about 50 yesrs ago,
this method wes fully operative in the Retarmel region, 3ince
the forests were thick and extensive, and the Bhils were not
many, the seversl state governments paid no heed to thig
wastage involved in this method. Any kinship group could
clear s much lend as they liked in the forests, they could
shift to new clemrings when they liked, Ouly a nominal pay-
ment end some free service were expected of them, But the
lend in most parts of the region is very undulating, kKsbdy
Feirly level land suitable for cultivation may be found only
in smsll patches, Under a&ch,circumstancea, it would be
difficult for any large group to keep together in shifting
from ares to ares, in a compact group, A certain dispersel
of th;@rcup was inevitsble and =R es the group became
unweildy, small segments would often prefer either to remain
behind or to bresk out in anether direction. Such segmenti-
ation, I am informed by Royala, Tadavi of Alindre, was quite
s normal occurance with the Bhil lineages engeged in shift-
ing eultivation, As often sg not, they did not invelve an
bitter feelings, nor were they due to a sense of rivalry or
fend, though sometimes the latter feelings between groups
also resulted in Fissien, Since there were no territorisl
reserves as such ofqg?kingroup, g segment could move out
where it willed, though as 2 rule the segments of a linesge

tended to move within the same wide region,
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In recent times however, policy of the state govern-
' 17

ments towards shifting cultivstion hegsn to change,
Graduelly, Bhils in these forests were compelled to settle
dovn peruanently within ceriain territorial bounds and fresh
excesaive clearing of forest land was discouraged, Policy
of the government in this recard was vague snd cxecution
depended largely upon the vagaries of the rurel officials,
In general however, the Bhilg were allowed to clear only as
mich of forest land as they could sctually cultivete, and
only in such villages where the headman was very influentisl

larger clearings were permitted,

As the restrictions on . fresh clearings grew and the
peoplé normally had to be conbent Fitk the lend already
availeble te them, mn increesing need for wmore land wes felt,
luch of the land under cultivelion was excesnively dry
yielding muech less to the bighs (3/8 of an acre) than
irrigated land, Soil was generally poor, placing a definite
limit vpon the number of people that eould subsist upon a
given number of éighas. Bhilsg till very recently seemed to
have had no efficient system of &anuring and the ground
would often loose its productivity after a certein number of
harvests, In other words, after a number of years, a certain
acrrsge of tﬁe clesred land wes useless to a crude
cultivator like the Bhilg, ané?}t wag allowed to lie fallew
for many yesars,

Differential Tertility and infant moriaslity bave
contrituted considersbly to & variation in the growth of

different agnatic kingroups. It may be visualised that over
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a long period, while in one area, the srable land available
in relatien to the size of the kingroup subsisting upon it
remeins satisfactery, in certain other areas, a great short-
age of land is felt, It is very difficult for them te oblain
permission to meke fresh clesrings in the forest, The ewnsier
course of action would Ee for a segment o detach itself
from the main body wherever & greet difficulty is
experienced in subsisting upon the land ot its dispesal, and
to move over a villags where land is available, 4 1;%ger
proportion of the wigrations, so far as could te ascertsined

from the available Bhil geneslogies seemed to have been duc

to this reason. In sbmeicaseé, s man buys some land in a
nearby villege and settles a brother or son on it, to
relieve the pressure on the lend et his disposel. Khumsn of
Pipergota found that if he wore to divide the land st his
digpossl emong his Tive sons,Anone of them would be able fo
live comfortably upon their portion. So he went from a
forest guard to a Range Officer and mel even the District
Forest (fficer in Baria and secured permission to clear
four acres on the slopes of Sasalyasmal, He mave this land

to his eldest son Hanji, Then he heard of some land available
in Ehanmpur on a tenency basis and secured it on a ten years'
leasse, for his third son Phulya, The latter is now living on

that land, snd Fhuman hopes to buy it over completely,

Yore frequently, migrations take place as 2 resull of
invitetions from affines, or from maternal kinsmen living

in villages where land is available in plenty, The Reriss
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came to Alindra this way, Roysla hed » sister married to
Jhirie, o Baris of Lilavanla, Some vesrs later he came to
know thal reing had ¥eiled for some yoars past in Lilaventa
causing great hardship to {he people in the region, And he
elso knew that Jhiria hed only a few bighas (1% bigha equai
to 1 acre) of land, and ihe yield wes not sufficient to
maintain him snd his femily even during years of geod
harvest, Royala was very much upset end he practically forced
Jhiris to migrate to Alindra, where plenty of good land wes
gvailable, Remsing, a Vakhls of Pipergota was invited by
Jhumla, the then tedavi of Alindra ond was setiled on a
portion of his lend at a time when Ramsing and his brother
had only 3 vighas between them, 4gain, when Nethim Peris of
 Yubero wes forced to abendon Kubero beeause of the constent
threat of robbers and vostilence, he and his family were
invited to settle on a portion of the lend of Samla, the
then headmen of Pipergota.

There gre two esplansiions for these migrations to
villages inhabited Ey oue's affines, For one thing, land ia
not eesily given away to s stranger. A person who wants fo
gettle in any village may do so only with the permirsion of
the lineage on whose land he desires to settle, and of the
entire local community whose neighbour he will be, If 2
person seeks land in a village where he is not known, or
where he hsg no kin or affines, he ie not likely 1o be
en{ertain@d by the commmunity, But in a village vhere he has
either affines or meternal kin living, he has a right to be

courteously received, Az an affine of one of the linesges in
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the village, he hos affinsl stetus with the entirs villagse;
or &s a son of a daughter of that villsge, he has a definite
right to demond some land for his subsistence, Thus it wes
found, migrations to villages whers there have been no

affines or maternel kin have rarely occursd,

Coming beck to mur-ergﬁment, it hes been found thet
sometimes migrations are also dus to other locel factors
such as pestilence or extreme isolation, exposins the
homesteads to reids Prom robbers, Hathie Baria*s (¥adavi of
Jubero) case was Aiscuased esrlier, The chot Paramars of

o vacnal
Kotumbi were driven away from Khaliu, because they were
being harassed frequently by tigers and penthers, Even in
such cases, the movement hog been towards affine villeges
only,

In most cases of the migration mentioned till now,
segmentation has been due to necessity and has left no
pititerneas, The two groups, where they are in a position tlo
do o, maintain cordisl sccial and ritual relations with
each other, “

Sometimes, internal dissensions and feuds result in a
cleaveage within a lineage, Attempts are generally made to
resolve the differences between the two parties and in wost
casen they are resolved, But when the cleaveges are very
pronounced, and factionel fights have a tendency to occur
frequently, the weaker section often lesves the village in
a huff, Lete Harasingh Dengi of Phindal was a very quarrel-
some fellow, As the eldest son of his father, he hind the

control over some rich grem fields in Pipergota, “hen his
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father died, he Irid claim also to a share in the ather
fields that were giver to his younger brothers. The latter
feeling the claim to be sn vnjuat one appesled to the
Pench vhe ruled that Narasingh had no further cleims on
hig father's landa, kut when he continued to meke troubles
for hias brotherg, he was throwm out of Rhindol, Nzaresingh
then wanted te go over i Pipergots, Bubt the tadsyvi there
wonld not receive him, So ﬁaf&singh persuaded Jhumle the

then tedavi of Alindrs (Marasinghia's wife is Jwwmla's

rister'e deughter) to give him some land and settledthecre,

Sometimes, cleavage srises betveen two groups in &
linsage, or between o minor linesge znd the roct of the
locel comaunity, In Khaltu, there sre three wards, ssch
under s ward~-headmen with police jurisdiction only, while

uae overall control lax-uztn the tadavi, During the annuel
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festival of Holi, it wes the prerogebive of the tad 0

»

worship snd light the bonfire in hownour of the goddess of

s

01i, Recently the old tsdavi died end wes succeeded by o
voung man, ¥hen Holi come round that year the senlor among
the poliéaﬁf@t&d headman wilh police jurisdiction cnly),
wino belongs to the sawe 11neag9 2g the tndavi, tut &

junior section, claimed il ab his prerogative to 1Lght the
bonfire, Some people fram his werd supported him while the
reat of the villege sunnortud the right of the tadavi,
Mfter mch argument, the disputé was setiled in favour of
the §§§g§i. Fut bitterncss between the fractions in the
1inea§e‘rema‘ ed, The cleavage has growm wider from yeer to

year, till it has now resched a point where the members
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belonzing to the opposite factions do not even talk with
each other, except indirectly and generslly with an intent
to tzunt the other,

O0ften, within g family also cleavages arise, 7he
pogition of the father wiﬁhin the family is very strong, e
has complete control over the landed and other property. e
may even disinherit any of his sons, Though = Bnil fether
is rarely amthoriterian, yet frictions between father and
son does occur, generally over the supervision of the deilw
affairs of the family membors, A son might often foel that
g father is unduly interfering in his affaira, It might be
that the father refuaeg to sllow him to marry s particular
girl deeming her o8 an undesirable mlliance from a femily
and linosge view point, He might teke the initiative in
the matter snd face the father with an elopement, !lis
father would be bound to zccept her ns his deughter-in-law,
But this does not put an end to the ill-feeling, Some-
times, the son may go away {0 a maternal uncle's village
and stay with him only, Surpsl for inestance, could never
get on with his father Samla or with the other Vakhlas of
Pipergota, So he lived with his maternal uncle in
semlakund, married a girl there without even a reference to
hig father, e wes brought back to be the tadavi after
Samle's death, But obviously he still cannot get on with
the other members of the Vekhla lineege group. He was
telking of giving up his tmdaviship ond going back to
Siledbin, Soalertand .

ilore often however, friction is inter-fraternal,

¥Yutual rivalries snd jealousies often flere out in the open.
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The grounde of such jealousy are often related to the land
they receive from the parents, A man with six or seven
children would resent it, if he is given only as much land
28 his brother with a much smeller femily, A men has to be
very careful in epportioning his land between his several
heirs, to ensure ﬁhap\esch of them will get his rightful
share of his 1amd,b/%hjeeca of them will receive share in
the extent end inegqualily, So the procedure he adopts would
be, to cut up hlé.maveral fields into bits and give to ench
one of his sons, bits in different sressso as to distribute
his good lands as well as the inferior grade of land smongst
them, In this way he can reasonably ensure that his ceveral

heirs will be content with the division.

Yet, it often happens that 2 man is pertial to a
particular son and gives him an extra piece of land or he
mignht give some sxirs portion to s son with mahy children,
Farther, when a man sometimes gives a portion of his lend

ﬂtc e sigter's =on, children might resent it, Bult they dare
; not openly challange his giving away hig lsnd to a2 sister's

ki

gfsan, who is in a wsyﬁ_con51deredkhls moral heir, All these

!i

" circumstences cavse a friction within the family, “here it
developsa into & pronounced cleavege, migration of the

sggrieved party often oceurs.

However, fission arising from intra-family or intra-
linesge friction is net fregquent, Host of the disputes ere
arbitrated upon and the friction is dissolved, It is only
in extreme cases, that it leads to fission snd segmentatiosn.

es such,
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However, a lérge number of ceses—of migrations leading
to segmentation of lineages have occured incidentally while
discharging certain kinehip and affinal oblimations, I
might here discuss a typical cose which hags been discussed
in g couple of my earlier popers, The villege Bedie, near
Fheda-Brahma (Dist, Sabarkentha) is inhabited slmost solely
by the Pergis, Bub therg was a single Lahur lineage settled
aboutkggggrations sgo. Yona ILshur's gsister Kelu had married
Manji Reje of Bedia, But after some vears Hanji died leaving
behind a number of emall children and a sickly widew Helu,
At thet time in Bedia, an epidemic had teken a heavy toll
and the survivers were very weak and poor and notzgll
capable of taking on sdditional burden, So how could they
look after Manji's wife and small children? Who could till
their lands for ilhem end watch over their interests? The
people of the linesge discussed the problem and advised Falu
to send for her brother to help her, He could come with
hig wife and children, work on her land snd look aftar their
interests, receiving in return, a share of a portion of the
surplus lsnd available in the village for his own subsist-
ence, Hona Lehur ceme over with hig wife and children and
lived in Bedia for twelve years, His land wes meanwhile v
being laoked after by his kinsmen in Kelia, sgainst the
" time when he might need it zgsin. But when his sister's
children ceme of an age to look after themselves, and the
timéf?g; him to go back ez, he found the prospect not very

pleesant, He had grown very popular in Bediz and had e good
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number of friends smong the Pargis, while he had lost touch
with his own people at Kelia, and would hove to re-estsblish
himeelf there with » etranger and younger generation, So
when the people of Bediz requested him to remain with thea
on the land that was given to him, he sllowed himzelf %o be
persuaded, Now the Lshurs sre quite s large group in Yedis,
Incidentally Lahurs are found only in Bedia snd nowhore

else in the neighbourhood,

In the seme villege, I found Jethe of Lilavents with
his wife Reshwmi (sister of Netha Rhurs) and her children,
Some years sgo, thura died after e long illnecs, leaving
four motherless children., the eldest of whom was only aseven
years old, Just befere he died, he appealed to keshmi, then
on g vigit to her netal home, to versuede hur husbend Jethn
to come with her to Bedia, where they could bring up
children and manasge his fields and cattle for him 1111 such
time as the eldest son came of an sge, Reshii end her
hugbend hed to =sgree, since 4 was clearly her duty to losk

after her dead brother's children, The kinsmen of Jeths

raiged no objection to his leaving Lilavents for some years,
tut spreed to menege his Ffields for him sgainst his return.

Reghml and Jeitha shifted 1o Bedis with their children ené
o few heads of cattle, and wore given some lends for

their subsistence, They hed spent aevern vears in Bedies 1111
1852, when Reshmi told we, thet her duty being now over,
she and her husbsnd swypected to leave for Lilavents soon,
Rut T also ceme to know that Keshabhai, the hendman and

some other people of Redis were pregsing them to settile
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permanently in Bediz, Perhaps they wight heve succeeded in
their attempt,

The above cases sufficiently illustrate the strenglh of
the relations betueen z men and his sister which contisue

Hhe  whAdan

even after the wmerriasge of his—daughter, It in zctually raid
thet the only friend of a women is her brother. “hensver
either of them are in difficulties, they can alwsys rely on
the other for assistance, A man ravely ever refuses to
regpond to cells for aid from a sister, He has similer claims
on her, which often extend to her affines also, Yhe came
obligetions work in certein other ways too, with more or
less similar results,

_ Khetiya YMengaliya, a Beria of Alindrs hed only one
gurviving sister, and she wss ailing. Unwilling to be
separated from her, he persuaded her busband, Zhegudo Gaser

to come snd live in Alindra, He gave kim some lend,

Vinemas ceme to be settled in Alindra in a similar w7y,
Thavri wes an only child of Badhya Galla, the then headman,
He wes looking for a bridegroem for her, who would be
prepered to teke the position of a son of the house end losk
after the lands and the cattle for him and then inherit 211
his pronerty (ghar-jamsi). Nityo Ninsma accepted to marry
Thavri under these conditions, prompted by an scute sghortaxe
of land among the Ninemnas of Samlakund,

Cecasionally when s woman is widowed or divorced, she
goes back to her netel home to live with one of her brothers,
Should che decide to remerry, her very voung children are

often left to be brought up by their maternsl uncle, Later



when they are grovn up, the sons may go over ito their
linesge group if the& gso desire, If not, they continue to
stay with their maternal uncle and lster inherit ashare in
his land, Yhen Regji of Phuvara died, his wife went bock to
her brother's place in Ehindel, whers she married enother
rerson, Children were left with her brother, Leter, wher thev
grew up, Kaliyo decided to remain with his uncle only, while
the two girls returned to Bhuvara to their linesge group.
The crze of Bhulye, son of dpsing, a priest (badaws)} of
Bornavar, aluo illustratbes the same point, vhile Gumen
decided to go beck to Bornavor, Bhuég&pr&ferred to stsy with

Royala in Alindra only,

The several factors discussed till now contribute
substantially to the segmentation in the lineage end 1o the
dispersal of the scoversl segments, But il is not implied
that segmentation does met gensrally involve a bresk in tie
gncial snd ritual relations betueen the seguents and the
parental group, Considerable amount of social and ritual -
collaboration and participation continue to inculcste a sens
of belenging betwsen the members of the seversl segments ond
the parental group, 0f course, where the cleavege wes dus to
certain unpleassnt causes end/or where ithe segments them-
selves are specially far removed from each other and from
the parental group, and find it difficult to maintein
frequent and extensive contacts with the others, the aense
of belonging is not susteined for long. Otherwise, it ie

only after a long time, when the lineage increrses in depth

snd extension ond eatablishes links end affinities with



190

the other groups in the vicinity, that it gyadually looses
its relations with the parental linesge-groups, This is =n
slow and grsdual process,

At the eome time, I might mention here snother trend
that is often nolicesble along with this process of fiseion,
Sometimes, o particular segment or group of segments acguire
a gspecial identity and is distinguished from the othors
by a prefix to its clan name, darlier in this chspter, it
was discusred how a'parﬁicular sectien of the katara ceme
to be known os Dangi Keterz snd also how as time went on by
and the Dengi Kalaras ascatlered far emd'wida, their hEstara
affinities were graduslly forgotien. Only the Dangis
remsined, But it is presumable that even =t this sisoge,
the Dangis were ariare of their being only a sart of » wider
exoganous wnity, I have been given to wnderstand thal even
today Dangisz in many places, regaré‘ths entire hetara growm
eg outside the marriage group,

Similsrly, emong the Paresmars we have four large
groups csach dispérsed over a very wide arca, They sre the
Dharavyss, Pipris, Devodia sud the other Paremars who do noil
have eny such qualifying term attached to them, Thouxh it
ig fairly obvious that the sbove nomenclature have ‘largely
a regional mignificance, They are Psramasrs formerly concen-
trated in Dhar, Pipero (Limkheda taluka *; Dohed (often
referred to by the Bhils as 'Devod') and so on, The segments
in each group ere obvicusly more closely relsted inter-nlia,
than with those in other groups, Fubt the several larger

groups are still avare of their primary effilistions to the

Paremar elan and hence they 211 form parts of o large



exogamous unit,
There ere a large number of such groups which have

only partislly grined an independent clsn identity, while

gtill forming a part of nnothsr  B¥ogamous unit, Such grouss
are referred to as pale stakq(that emerging from the stowact

of an atak), We may ref-r to it as a sub-clan, or as a grow
of linesges which have = Mepar&te identity, but still form
part of 2 clan, They are yet in o process of al'sining the
stetus of a clan, The Dangis we know heve the sictus of a
full clan everywhere except in a few places, The lissania
descendents of o Tokria who wrs once forced to cook his
food on Tire from a burning pyre in a cremation ground,
have today the status of 2 full clan, though still essocia
with the Tokria, We further learn thel the Kodria (2 clan

found mostly in the Centrsl India) —e—further—Iosra thet

they are associated with the Bhuria, the Meds and the
Kisarthe with the Pargis and the Jhodia with the Hahidé.
There dre a large mmber of oler similer instances, Prope
explenation is notl fortheoming in all the crses. But ther
enough evidence to offer a plausible hypothesis to explsi

the numerous clans that are found among the Fhils of
Central India,

KR
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ROTwS AND RiskuREHGHES
(Chapter - IV)

Venkatschar C,5,, Ethnogravhic Noteg, p.2681.

bena are a series of ceremonial visits by the bridal
couple separstely,®sthe residences of hisgher neer
kinswen, just before the marriage, These calls made
with much of pomp end fanfare are actually the Bhil way
of snnouncing the spprosching nuptials,

Venikesr, P.G,, Panchamahelna Bheel (Gujarati), p.25,

Venkatachar,pp, 254-5,
Evans-Pritenard, E.E,, The MNuer, Oxford, 1940,

Kath, Y.V,3,, "A Note on the Witchcreft end Religion
smong the Bhilag"; J, H.8.U. 111, 13 105-138,

Nath, ¥,V,5,,"Some Preliminary observations upen the
Social life of the thils®, JM.5.U,,I1T1,1; 93-110,

Details of this process will be discussed later on.

Tinegge is used inclusively ag comprising the deed,
the living and the future members of group, while by
a linesge group, reference is only to the members
living 2t any given tims,

Face-to-fsce relationship of HMurdock, G.P,
Social Structure (1954)

For a full explanation of Ind and other rites see,
Nath, Note on Religion and Witcheraft, pp.116-118,

Loe (it

This transition was brought about by the different
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States in Rewskenths, by devious ways, In Baria,

- Ratenmahal end Hathiwara estates, the only mechanism
that was employed to_enforce this change Trom shifting
cultivation comprised of the ocessional directives

of the rulers as translated to the local peopleby the
local petty officials, . ,



