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I . CELAPTER ) v

Fhils of Bebsmms) have a polysegmentary sociasl system
' gherscterised by patrilinesl devcent and éxogamy. Clanship

s vitimted by exceamive segsentstion znd dispersal, local

I &
1
| linemges of soven to sight generations, integroted by bonds

of extensive mociel and ritusl ecllaboration and by bonds
of pollution, form the more significant structures in their
socisl system, '

The aperstive group in their sccisl snd kinehip
reletions is o zegnent of a linesge three to four generations
deep end headed by a living ancestor, In other words, it
consiste of & man, his children, and descendants in the wme.e
line and includes the wives of the meveral adult male wewmbers,
Yhe peculisr festure of this struciure is that ite depth and
extension are limited by the life-gpan of the senior
snecegtor, Puring his 1ife time, the meveral elementery
femilies iv the group are drawun . together into a clozely
interscting unity uwnder his sulhovity and leadership, Yhe
wein bazis of this unity lies in that they ell belong to snd
sre units within the fanily of the encestor, and so lorg a=
he lives, musi be subservient te his leadership and authority,
The family thet comes inilo veing witen a man merries,
conbtinves to function 28 = urily during his life Lime, ihe
core of domsstic and economic velations might shift, as the
several children grow up sad form their own conjugal homes,

#ut for ell social and ritusl purposes, ihe parentsl family
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conbirues to operate ss s significant corporate entity in the
corumity, With his desth, the faclors ccntribuﬁing to the
unity of the severml segments are not sufficiently sirong and
the seversl sens break sway with thelr respective descendaris
and thely wives to fomn as many operative groups. i'earing in
mind the principal feature of this group es an aggregsis of
elgnentary fanilies eporebing zs s covporate unily under ire
subhority of & compon encestor, this may be referred to as

a joint fmmily,

Bat the Bhil joint fauily, il may be moted, differs
gignificantly from what is ususlly raferred to 2a a joint
faily by Indian ethnologists ond jurigts;e large kindred
group that is veuslly coresidentisl and commensal and owning,
property in eommon, Each mewber ef such a group has a
cmper&en&ry’intereaﬁ in the property but not & right to
partition as such, (ne of the senior mombers is the hsed of
the fsnily and also the maneger of the property, but even he
cannot aliensle ov otherwise diepons of the copercenury
property or even a portiop thereof, oxeept with the express
asproval of oll the meombers of the joint fanily and even then
in strict accordence with the perticular code governing of
the jeint fenily inheriiance and succession in thet region.
The daysbnsge lew uaed to prsvail in Hemesl while in the
rest of Indis, the miisksbers was prevalent, In Malgbar, tre
melrilivesl cestes are poverned by s systen celled thae

norvmakkatiaymm while the patrilinsal castes ere subject to

the mitekshara low,




The Bhil joint femily, on the other band, is nof
usmelly a commensal oy coresidential unit, The basgic
coroaidentiel growd is the slementary family comprising of a
couple and thelr urngerried children, They form the compovents
of & single homestead and also forw a unit of commensal
relations, 'The members of such a domestic groun; cultivate
the same plots of lsnd, bring thoir individual sarnings into
& comron posl ord genwrally behgve s membars of a single
goonomio onit, Yhen the children grow wp and marry, they
usuzlly bresk away from the peventel home, 4 deumgghler goss to
live with hey husband, while & son is given some lend and &
fov hewde of cettle for his maintensnce, He builds himself s
saparste medl (hut) neer hig pavental nomesteoad and lives
there with hia wifs, subsisting upon whet he can praduvce on
hig lend and upon his other earnings, It iz sxpected that the
young couple opergte sm A meparale econamic wmit thencefortn
and not depend upon the parvental femily suy more,

4 homestand provides a good besiz for ths development
of intimete domagtic reletions betwmeen ths soveral members,
Since thoy forwm a siwgle ceonomie unit, thers are usunlly
no rivelviss bobtwesn them, They live and sat togethsr and
a3 such share a variely of experience in thelr normel daily
1life, Hvery day, situations srize in plenty, when each member
has to depend wpon the others and Was alse fo colleborste
closely with ithe others, se that the saveral common objectives
may be achiaved, Coming inte frequent contacts with esch

pther in their guarded and vnguarded moments, they come 1o



underatend each other, sopreciste and sympethiee with the
stronger and wesker points of esch other, Further the very
faet ef’%ﬁ&ix‘géiﬁ% into close and zustained conbact with
each other, of pariicivating end collaborating in situations-
snd endsavours of common interest, is likely to incldcate &
feelipg of soliderity and a mense of 'belenging', ameng the
several members,

The fethor is the centrel and demineting person within
the fanily, Hia decinions on gll metters relating to the
inter-relabions of the geveral members and regerding the
monegement or the dispesel of the property ave final and
binding, He is under mo juvral obligations to consult his
wife or children, or fo be bonmd in any way by thelir opinions,
In practice however, o ¥hil is rarsly & despot and tries to
maintein bamoniocus relstions with the other wembers of the
fanily, A women for inmtance hae very few jursl righte in the
property of haevr husband and is often scoffed st as
incompetent and fonlish, Yel che playvs a very significant
role in the ecoromy of her household, She maneges the medi
and the catile bwre, locks after the livestock and sees 1o
the marketing of the several deiry producta without any inter-
ference from her lmasband, She collazborsbtes with him in wost
of hie econvmie scitivities, evcept In vploughing and 3éwing
which are regarded as ossentislly wele operations, She weeds,
gamrez and harvesta the crqp,%ith him, She goes to the far
Aistent markets, lsden with groin and other producs to be

s0ld oy evchanged for houasshold reguirsmonts, ench as axlt,
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clath e, She often goes out with him to the logginy campa
wshere she cooks for him and sometimes worke ss s pertner in
the arduons tasks of charcoel mevufecture, Thus the relstions
botween 2 mon and his vwife ofton tend to be charscterised by
comreadeoris end reapoct for esch other, Cuite often, n men
learne to degend upen end be guided by the judgement of 2
competent women ina his nomel day-to-day activities,

Thers ig & considerably high rate of infantile
portelity in this region, From s etudy of the geneslogical
tablen in my possession, it would appesr that nearly a third
of the children bern in a family die within the Tirast two or
threa years, This insecurity is probably behind the simost
sxcosaive indulgence of a Bhil parent towards his children
who are allowed Yo hawve their way in practicnlly ell respacis,
In faet we find that ene of the mejor procecupations in the
ritusl 1ife of a Hhil is his concern for u:z? safety of the
children and the continuity of the linesgs, Till they are
aboud six or seven vears of age, they sre not hothered with
enything, Gven afterwsrds, only the very light tesks such es
ainding the younger children, baking the calves out for
graging and kesping & watch over the medi when their perents
are awsy b work sre entrusted to them, Children are axpected
to obey their perents end behave respectfully towards them,
aspeciplly towards theivy Tather, They mey not tslk obacenity
or heheve rudely in hip presence, Yot the relations between
the fether end children are generally cordial and informel,
Neunlly everybody gethers round the five in the porch of ihe

70di or in the verandsh of the byrs, exchange news comments
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end reainiscenses, joke and diepute with esch other, Shile
there is & sﬁraﬁgﬁgﬂ?e af\auﬁhcfity veshed with the father,
he rarely {inds aw occesion to exereise it forcefully . bhil
Tathers ave very gentle towards their children, luring my
gloven wonihe sojourn msory them, there were Few insiancesg
of deliberate harshness towards childron, one's oen or of
othera, Affection and swtual goodwill generally charactorises
the parent-child relstionghips and forms one of the principal
beris of the unity of the jeint femily,

The membara of a domestic group are 2o intimatsly
bound %o seach other, thet these bonds percigt even after
theiy moving into separate egﬁjt*al units, I'nity of the
sipling grovp for inzismce, im atrongly developad in Lhil
kinchip as evidepced by ths rights and responsibilities vested
in 4 brother snd sister mot only towards each other, btut in
each other's children an well, Further ithe sibling relutions

siip itself is charscteristicslly ens of affection srd unier-
stending, ¥hile an elder aibling is @qm&ted)with the parents
erd o should be reaspectad and obeyed, still the suthority is
not sufficiently welledefined to inake for gsuper~ordination

oy subnrdination in thelr relotions,

i
P}

from the above discussien, the basis of ithe unity of
the joint family should now Yo clser, Thie structure may be
seeni a8 an instance of the perept-child palatiopship persist-

ing smd extending with all its rasificeiiona bayond ihe
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homegtend “h&n the severnl mons warry and set up different
domeatic unita, there is a bresk in the commensal relations,
Put in othsr respecte, The colidarity of the fmaily is
1ittle impedred, Tor one thing, control and aﬁthsriﬁy aveEr
the lond-holdinge continue to be vested in the father, fhe
ﬁl},aea‘aims of land snd eaitle pade at the tine of a eon's

>

marrisge is generally s tentative srrangement for the

Y

-

latterts ~ubaistanca, & father may wlve him some more land

g hia Temily Zrows in a size or even Lake awey a portion of
wnah i siven to him with 2 view te mekes a mors balsnced
distritution guongst 211 hiz smona ov o unke provision for a
distrecnsd daghter or a sister wio has returaed to hor natsl
fanily for subsistance, Ab ooy tims during his life time, ue
hae tho vishi to dispouwe of hig property as he wills, so long
23 he is nol grossly wunjusd or pertial te any ol his enildren,
Srare thore in & disdord belween bis several sons or a
eonflict betwsen himzelf and one of hie sons, he can agk one
af the ﬁgrtiaa to e conflict or hiz offeniing sen to lseve
the village and setile in smether village shere nome
provigion is meds for him, A deliberate chnllenge to his
stharity might often roault in the offenders veing
terpororily disposmessed of their lends, The late iadavl
Semla of Pipergete and his son Hurpal could never gel on
with each other, The latter way indolent, lasy sud given to
exennsive drinking, st a fairly early stege, it was clear inat
smrpel would nover be n creéih gittor to his village or to

-

Wis family, So fanle asked him to sat out of the rillage
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end live aS best he could, try kis own lebour, Se long as .
Semela wes alive, Surpal wes living witk hip meiernal uncle
at Semlekurd, Semle did not s.aaxﬁ'far him even when ha was
dying but requested Wruman - bis father's brother's son to
take nver the hepdmenship, Surpal wes later invited to be
the heeduen by Khuman and other mombers of the Vakhla
linesse, who vanted to give him snother chance, Fut thei is
bagidoa the }égin‘es,, In anpth@rv casa, ¥hich récently happened
in Alinden, Gendudi - the only dmughter of late Vohansingh,
returned to her naisl vii}.;@ga Aindra, with her husband and
tme children, There hed been Tamine for a number of years
succennively in Sslakund where they lived, and so she came
to seek the essimbence of her netal kin, In the magntine,
Moheneingh's lands hed been divided amongst Fengls end Punki -
two children of o ﬁeﬁamég{'bmﬁh@r. They were asked to make '
over & third pertien of their regpeoctive landholdings for
Gengudi, They were unwilling to comply, Bub Foyala as the
head of their family, wes fivm on thig point and ultimately
they had to give up a portion of their lsnd,

There ig yet snother factor which contributes te the
unity of the Joint fewmily, Bhils marry very young, Generelly
their ege &t merrisge will be about fourteen to sixteen for
boys and elaven to thirteen for the girlas, Bhil children are
browught up very affectionately. and with 2 low sense of
rogponaibility, 4s a result, they are not usuelly adoguate
to :ﬁmiﬂﬁ.e}r the na¥ rasponsibilily now thruasd upon them, 4=
a matber of fact, the oy #i1l have lesrnt 1ittle but tae

rudiments of cultivation, He has to loarn a good deal wore,
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by hard experience befors he ozn be independent of parental
holp and aspiglence, Hven so with the givl, "hile she io
relatively betber eguipped thrn her husband snd is elle to
cook, tske onire ef the catile, eteo, she siill does notl Lave
the eourage enough to mensge & medi Y herself, Thus in
practice the voung counle are very much dependent upon thke
perental femily for aid ond guidance,

Their homesiesd is uruelly built in the close vieinity
of the parental one, snd the young poople ere lockad after
by the fether snd other reletives, who advize and essist
them ﬁhgﬂave? reqguired, As ﬁha hoy aeing more orxserience
and confidence, his dép@ﬁﬁﬁﬁse decraases, Bui cooperabion
with the other members of the joint femily continues
wrimpaired under the lesderahip of the father, S0 long as
ke in slive, the several smens go %o him, sit in his byre
and discuss the evente of the day or the proppocits of
hervest for the curvent seasew end for the next, snd seek
higs advice on theiv problems, they help esch other in
their normal agriduliural asctivities suchk as ploughing,
sowing snd hervesting, %here the quality of iheir lend-
ucldings very conniderably, they might even jointly
cultivate them and share the harvest equally amng themoelves,
g0 that no individval need suffer = Josa, Grain is iven
froely to 2 peedy member of the joint femily, It iz uswally
returned, bul neither party conriders it 2a a loan =zs zuch,

There im close enllaboration betwesn the membora

of & jeint family on coremonisl and rituel cccasiope, eueh
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ss & marvisgs or » big rithza; t&zﬁértakin{; like Indraj,
irrespective of maée fﬁgm::g}ﬁ;éif ‘o1 con is béixa;g warried; or
who ig spowsoring the ritualy ‘the father fakes the lead in
organising the eveilable resé#m&s; duties are apportioned
erong the several members end é&ﬁi;ributiens are given by
ell ip augment the respurces of the sponser and to mske the
undertaking « suecess, Lven whore thore is o conflict betwsen
particalar &?mhm"s, the fsmézé are guspended for the duratien
of the egergency ond e;?erybo@y warke in harmony for the
prestige of the femily, |

' in all its ax&ez:&al relations, the faxily ecls as a
unity and io represented by the father shether in the asttle-
ment of disputes, negotlsbicns fer alliasnces or any other
caramonial odeaslon invelving the entire famiiy. TReT A
pirl of the jolnt family is merried, the bridewealth is given f
throvgh him and it is hleo vecsived through him when a som
le being married on ritual neéasiam, in the yillage when a
the sacrificial mwb’izz{ diafﬁh&ted amory; 811 the members of
the villsge, the ?&giﬁ;ﬁf‘ digtribution is not the ghul
(hzgii‘%%zgg aﬁs?ql;ﬁn%thg ggi‘z@ fgim{y. %hi% portions ere

rbh) symbolising the domestic group, but/given io the
head of ‘emch such group f‘ai' distribution smong the seversl
mebers - '
| 117

4 few vords mey be raid aboul tho Bhil homestesd
itoelf here, The nucleus of the homesiead ia the medi s A
crude strueture of timbor frame with walls of bamboo
plastered over with o mé.xturé of cowdung and clay - a mixture
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favoured all over Peasant India for plestering ihe wall and
flooring, for its slleged cooling snd inmecliecide
properties, The medl hee two floorz -~ it is reslly & hut,
about 10-15 £, long and 16-20 fi,wide, built on e platform
of timber piles. Upper pertion forms the living room and
the space below is enclosed on all sides with a door set in
front end the cetile are housed herse at night, Thus & medi
is a combimation cattleshed-hut strugture, In this region,
vhere cattle sre freguently stolen = femily gains in
security by keeping the esitle below ths living rocms - any
disturbsnce asnong them is easily fell by the people above,
0ften, during winber, one or twe persons sleep in this
ghed, warm wlth the breath of meny snimals,

The upper loor or the medi proper consists of juet
z sivgle ampartment, Yesls are cocked on & hearith ai ons sud,
Oone ususlly finde in this aperiment & rolary stong quern,
gome fwo or three large baskets and mud~p1&aterad baskels
for storing grain and a 1inm trunk or two conisining most of
their veluaebles - old land-deads, cash, ornamente, clothe
and their guns, srrows, bows, &c, Nearer the entrence, in
the fore part of the room are two or three sleeping
platfome, intrence to this roow is being made throwgh s
wif'e open platform at front, gained by means of e ladder,
The living room is the special premerve of the women, She
wrke hers, receives hor husbend slme usually slseps here,
with her very voung children, lNone sxcept her children end
her hunband mey go up the ladder without her permission.
#wich is not wsually sccorded to mele visitors except when

the huabend is at home, for obvious ressons,
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£ medd in sems ways syubolises s sirgle dlsmentary

femily, Only ono merried woman cen irbabit it and any other
woman means & vesbriction on the privacy of her s2xusl and
domestic affaire, In fach, esch wife in a polysynous femily
is entitled to hor medi, even if the cowives sre scisterz,
In such an event, g single homestesd might contsin tws er
more medin, HYowever, the presence of tvwo medig does not
uguslly imply & bifercatisn of ihe cattle, gréﬁariess, or oluer
economic end domestic interests of the family of the father,
Ao the family grows, and the herds increase, other
gtructures may develop, The more ueually found is the byre
{gher); & long single-pioried and gabled hut, 1t hee usually
twe portious, & larggéx voaom, covering move than two thirds
the width of the hub ard yumning its entire length, with e
long covered versndeh yumning its snitire length in the
frout (Fig,I¥ in 3??..13_ 3. It dis bullh ususlly parsllel to the
lengthwise exe axis of tho medl, end elightly te the froni,
zo that the cpen verendsh lisn along the emide of the medi,
end whososvey will be sitting in the verendsh will have an
unrestricted cr;xzmnm& of the pedi snd its porch, Yhe genersl
plan of ths ’fﬂjfe mnd its nomms) position in the homestead
has been indicsted fully in P1,i¥ given opp.p, xo4). ihe byre
is enmentislly a structurs for housing catile, thfough the
versndeh iz used ag & sitting room, whare the fanily spend
moet of their leisure hours, snd vhere the visitors way be
entertained withoul embarsseing the immedes of the medi to
any exient,

-

Nften the platform in front of the medi is extended to
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give additionnl storing space, ALl the space is. enclosed Uy
the medi snd the ghay is fenced off wilh a margin of sbout

2% fest on a1l aides, Another fence is often mede to

convoet the anterior wall of the medl to ihe oulor fence in
front, to foms an extopded veda Tor the cattle, ns any be

geen clearly in.gliﬁi& vepresenting & schematic skeheh of

the homestead of Koysla of Alindra, loysla hes about seventy
eattle, twenty to twenty five goats end e large rumber of
fowlg, In the enclosure of the medi, sboul thirty cattle heads
sere housed, while jin the byre itsalf there ave sowe thirty five
to forty, Celves are geperated from the sdulic and penned

in the speee beneath the pedi, lost they should bhe irsepled
unont or get hurt in the frogquent fights of the adult animels,
Payele is one of the more well-to~do khil pessants in
Rataomal villsges, and so his homestead is » little biser
than the others, jut the geneval lay oul ig tyrical of tha
rrllensttled homestesds in this raglen,

The sime and the components of ths several residentisl
wnits emong the Vekhlas of Piporgote and the ¥hwries of
flindra heve besn in some geneslomicel charta given nloni-
side these gocount (?lateﬁjﬁﬁa.?g V. & exeminstion of these
e@arta,'r@veals that even in polygynous units with two or
wore wives, the numbeyr of children does not exceed six for
instence, in the onse of ¥humen of Pipergota the component
saans to bs about four or Tive and wol infroquently it ia
as low as iwo or thres por homestead, I heve sufficient
gvidence to believe thet nemrly 30 percent of the children

that are born die within the firet iwmo yeara of their life,
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Small wonder then that ﬁha~Bhilgﬂara a6 preoccupied oven in
their ritnaa life with ha#mng;nore children end safeguarding
those that ere bovn,

ﬁammally, the members of a homestead form & single
al&mﬁatary or polysmymous fﬁwzly. Semetimes there might be
liv1n§,w1uh thew 8 son or doughter of a wife from a previous
union, Pe grows up with them snd goes back to his sgnatic
faazly uhen he becomes an adalt, though it sometimes doss
ot haﬁpeni Frequently, a sister's son or s wife's brother
might come to st&y with the fmoily as a move or less
permgnant member, And frequently in o lerge homeatead with a
fow éhildran, thore mighﬁ he one or two halis (sgricultural
labﬁarerﬁ) stoying with ﬁha family for the duration of the
agrieultural aeason, In any a0, the hunan component of a
typiesl ﬁamaa%aad conniots of eome bwo or three sdults with
prmbﬂhly'thr@& or fbur ¢hi1ér@n. So oven the sige of &
domestic unit is r@ndua1v& to its d@valspmant into e very
wall-knit group .

- IV

ﬁé shall now eansidar"bfiafly the kinghip of the

- Bhils and the light it sheds on their family life, The
terminalggy ia alassificatdﬁy, Certain terms indicating
‘brother elder and gaunggf'?yaungar or slder sister', son
and ésugﬁt@r are usmed in o classificatory sense, as also the
terma fbﬁ father's elder amé? younger brothers, father's
aiat@r.-ﬁpthe?‘ﬁ‘brather gud éistar. ¥ith the father (bah)



ere equabtedy his brothers, ond male collmterals in the sgnatic
line of deseent, fmong thas, the distinolion of the elder end
youngey in raléti@n to the father is kept up, ALl their
sisters are indicated Ly a single term phui, the principle

of the unity of gonerations ié markedly present in the system,
as indicated by the sbove, Further all their children are
equated with one's own sibling group, and ere referred to by
torns indicating sieter, younker or elder (bum snd jifi)

zad brotber younger or elder (bhai and dada), ALl their
ﬁhilﬁr@nf;éain equeted with one's own ehildren,in that sll

of them form a sibling group {ggggﬁgﬁ, fut sister's children
are distinguinhed cplleeiively from brother'e children,resl
or clasaificatery (Lhene] =md belijs). Fach generation forms
g unity - 2 sibling group {(bbeids), Similsrly with the
maternel kin, The torms for mother's brother and mother's
sister iz claseificatory sgeln snd includes ell the mether's
sivling, reel and claseificatory. But the equation in the
suceceeding generstions sztends only to the children and the
sen's children of the mother's full eiblings, The children of
one's wotherts full eiblings ere soueted with one's own
sibling group end are connidered as Yhaida,

Farther, while e diabinotion is kept up betwsen the
patoynel and moternel kin in the parenial generation, inis
digtinetion ie net continusd in the prand-varental snd
othey higher generationn, ¥ele relatives on both the peternal
and maternal eide of the third; fourth sacending generstions
and beyond, are refeyrred to by g terwm indicating = wrand-

Tather {ogaio~hoh} while their wives end sislers grs
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indicated by s single tern signifying s grand mother, ind
this is reciprwéa@ed in thet the tem patu.signifying e grand
child ia spplied to the daughter's children ss well es fo
the ¢hildren of the sona, their great grand children throush
sither dsughter or eom, ete, Within 2 goneretion, the alder
end the younger are hepl distinel and elus of the sex of the
peYson ¢anéarned. Usweveyr, the el terus are used whelher
it is & man or & women spenking,

The mein emphasis is howevar on the sgnetic linsese,
s is indicated im the use of certain tovms indicating
mervisge links, The lorm vshu signifying ¢ deyghter-in-law
is uged to indicate the wives of the junior members in one's
own genoration, end the wives of all the males in the
sucoeeding genevations of kin, Jimilerly, the teym jmme}
is used io indicste the husbanda of all the kinswomen junior
te¢ the nerson spenking, Further, ihese terms are used to
indicote the people vhe have cvome Ly narriage into the
agnatic linssge of ene's spouse, Incidentnlly, thin errenges
ment of the terms alse indicdates indirectly the positional
aguabion of the junior siblinge,-resl or classificatory with
the filiel generations, Similarly and reciprocslly we fing
the eenior siblings of either sex positionally equated with
one's parental group, This arraggenent is however most
clearly demonstrated in the terws used for the senior
eiblings of onc's mpouse - hahya and hahu, which ere the seme
used for faﬁher~iﬂ~1aa aad mothar-in-law respectively but
gquelified by prefizes dedio and natle rvespectively,

The term Jada signifving an slder brother is used
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fraquently to indicate the grandfather, Dut the terms for
their wima are gquite dietmc.t I have not toen able to find
8 s&tmfymg emlanatian fez‘ ‘this type of an’ arrengement.,
But this %lﬂ.ﬁ seam %*q; indicate in some degree o unity of |
the alternate. gemmﬁiaﬁa. %mlg there iz & sharp definition
of amhom}iﬁy :m. the ;a@ximgl g;anéfst»ima and the relationsbip
is agméﬁtieglg he gelaﬁ;imé’%zip between the grand-parent
end the érmd’ééhild is m@z;l%’@ki‘ iésa by authority and more by
frignﬁanip,, :fém bmawmur Between them tend to be less
formal md mm intmaw. Txmy rsva&sem the two ends of the
fombly umw of & i‘amily, tm one vhich is dying snd the
other which in gmmn@; up. -

It ey Em noted %mm ﬂ‘z&u the 'cousinsge' ia treated
a8 & nmty. All the kindrsé of cme's oun generalion are
regarded z;s & unity,bhag,_g. ;fhem iz no distinection into
fmsa ﬁme% p&r&lla& camma, thua negating the peseibility of
8 €ross cmmin form af asarrw@a inspite of the many reports
of its mcmranes til1l recently,

All the | km wlmthar from the paternal or maternal line
_ ferm &ne’;ﬁ g,__, The mmrml kin ere digtinguished as
femiug a ;gaMl (1it, tﬁe houge of the wother), Kere again,
ﬂm r@latmna}:ﬂm in kc«pt up :m {he mele line ouly through the
mﬁmr*s sm‘aaer’ 8 chzlziv*m ond descendsnts in the wale line,
‘ *?escmémm ef ane's motiwr"s mamrq or one's ukerine kin
snd the d&samdaﬂm ai’ ihe maiher"a beother's eim@;;ter are
ot mdﬁ:@wd ;im t&xe m?xal. f&w{)wr. 8 man is related ta ie
wife's ?gnatm hmqge. uﬁ?ﬁ apein, the r@iauwna’*up exterds
i:hmumh t‘z& r:ilf@'a mother to her brother and zister bui not te |
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the '!?‘Eff';‘t af?har vatal linesge, All the others are referren
to mm;ﬁy 28 2 hoan,lit, & velstive by marviage,

There ere certain other general feabtures of this
aystm.@ Amﬁﬁg ons's kindred group, those members junior to
the a@ iv the seme or in the succeeding gencretion may be
addpeszod eaély by nesme, Iul those senior to the ege may be
éﬁés&éa&iag a?&jr by the particulars relationship term,
t}esn@iaﬁ‘aﬂy this is waiva{%‘ in the cose of an slder brother
wheye the ag‘z 4ifforence is not conslderable, Affines or
thoge mlzsipd to "the lineage by uerrisge, who are ususily
mdmm:.@ b}f & teym indi eating ‘& relative by warrisge’,
as veysl '{msjm} or yeven (women), when the permons are of an
aoual siamg, and-as a hegp (pon) vhen he is a senier in
g anﬁ‘ statue, A person who hes msrried in‘i&é the llnesge
mey not usuelly be zﬁf;ix:ire%ed by nsme, but sither by relation-
ghip mm or by bis elan neme es Parmer, Dsmor, etc,

Z{n xzurber af ways, the ltercinolegy ef the bhil
boars o correanmaﬁnce te the Jasal system 28 snalysed and
stated by Professor had kelifm»?ro*‘n ~ aparticularly in ite
mix%zg WRON the mn:i:t; of the aznstic lineape vwaether in
the arrengement. with one's own sgnatic group, in one'a
relations @:iii‘;h the zmai;gzma‘i linesge or with the sgnatic
line@ga.ef one's wife, the entire‘ group of relatives are
divided iﬂt{; certain basic ca‘be.g;oriea-(i) his agratic
?'mun of mla"i ives belonging to his own linesge, (2)
his atb&r r:ogmni’..m ~ degeerilspta of those wemen of his
linenge vhe am hin foiler's nisters or his own, in the
mele hm,. (r%} hig 3;@:;,@ ~ kinmien of his wife or thome men
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whe have marvied inte hin iiﬂg#g&; and finally ihose sho
arve not dirsctly related to %ini, but are either ihe cognsles
or affinfe& of those whe are éii'eetly related to him, and

sno just go wnder %hé Tapne tax;m hogg-nsmbendhi, there are
1o mgulfar patterna of Bahg,\giggmr associated with the laet
class ai‘: ralatiéeé, excapt as dictated by partienler
cireumetencen, o | |

i
%o may nov briefly consider some of the salient

sapects rﬁ' ¥hil merrviege before going over to e discuseion

~of their kinghip, A atated slaswhere,Bhil clens are

amgmmia, 1.6, no person may marry apother who is of the
soae olan end shares the same clan-name, however geneslo-
glcally venote auc*h . paraun mmht e, Further, theve are
gertein sﬁhw linoages which. also lie within the scopo of
thia XOLATIONE principls,’ Far»-mq%ame, & peresy nsy not
narry *’nﬁbm‘ from the naﬁal lma%ﬁ of any of his
gnma‘t;mswaa {in the direet ag:gmi:m lins) upto seventh

xggemm*ai'im, vherever such & relatianahlp ig capeble of bLeing

satabld s}xed gensnlogioally, i.8. the natal lineages of one's
oo theyr, ffssmwr‘s mother, f‘&t%iér‘ﬁ father's mother, etc,ete,
Such llm aget are referred to.es mohgl (the mother's house)
of & par son and henes entwmg inside the nrehibited
2&%@&5@?}.68 of marviage,

m:ﬂ@ar, wherever ithere is o tradition of an
anceator hgw’img baen adopled or fostersd by a member of
another ?c:},an,‘ their respsctive linesges are regerded as

Do
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fr&i&raai linssges, Nenla Vekhla, an orphen wes adopled and
brought up by‘Jguhuf the then Bhuris chief of Alindra,The
descendants of Juhu form the dominent lineage in Alindre
todny, while most of the descondsants of Namle are concentra-
ted in ?igergat&t To this Q@gﬁ_tha two liresges look upon
gﬁcheothér g% bey brothevrs end as szuch, exogsmous, They
collahorate vory elogely om mmorons sociel end ritual
cceasions and opersie in 6théf'réageete too as menbere of

a logel toumunity,inspite of their being far removed from
sach other spatislly, the village Krugare, with
lyimg;ﬁaﬁmean'thm@. ﬂigﬁifieaﬂtly enough, far closer rela-~
tionw exigt between tlindrs and Pipsvieta then betwmeen
either of them and Bwvara, Marthor, where too individuals
ore born from the seme mothéy but out of difforent merrisges,
thair,raéﬁe@tiva linsages sre regarded as fraternsl line-
agan, because nf the ﬁ?igiﬁal%ﬁbster rolationa that bLound
thir respective ancestors, 45 such they are mutually
ﬁzagmmaué; :1'
gzagamy ia a@riotlyﬂenfmrced. thare ip little danger
of the clsn oxogary being viaiateé out, of ignorance, for ons
of the firaﬁ things o pergon Jasrng of any olher person he
cones into effe contect are hle clan effiliations, but

the uterina ties snd foster rsiationahipg are ofien spatially
dicpersed and .ers not celarly discernible at the cutset,
smecially to the yﬁgnger:géé§la.'80 it often hoppena that 2
young cgaﬁia %ill have even eloped and only when their

respantive perents seek sach other out to resolve the melter,
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do they bocome smsre of their ties, Such an affair cene to
pass in & neorby villoge, when I was in Alindra, & girl end
2 boy mel sech other while gathering the saevrs berries in
the ;iu@léa of Retanmal, lLetor in a few days, they hed
bocoma fast frienda and relushant fo go back to their
respective bomes, eloped to the boy's maternal uncle in
Jholic, 7% wgs later found that she belomged to one of the
mohals et;f the bey,. There mcm:l conziderable excilanent over
the alapmem and m@ryhsdy ftried Lo persuade than to
genarate og iﬁsi’ir‘ $ wep an incenituous relationship which
bode g;-.zy:zed ﬂt}?’mm‘ But the young couple were firm in their
resolve t:s die together rebther than live gpart, I btelieve
they mul have been pul to desth without the least
compunctvation tut for the restraining influence of Hoyala
anid &lgﬁ becmise of the presence just then in the neighbeur-
hood of & Police Ira;;:ecztbr-. In the end they werz driven
away from the vi llag*ea 1 heard later that they are working
in thePeni mines b Shivre jonr, where their antecedants
are not known,
fé?m@lly the &i‘lié‘ms@g‘ gre negotisted by the kindred
groups of either party, %hen s parsnt hears of 5 svitable
girl fz:m hie sm’, he sonds sone of his affines to negotiate
the allifanc:e}. They g6 theve, breseh the mabbter with a
mdiamr'z sn their a_ifia. éﬁdv fix vp the preliminaries of the

watch, ”C;"t»ne;-ver 8 nmpamzl ?ar an egliisncs is recsived, the
father of the bride rofers it. to the head of the family,

who in turn tekes the dacision after duly consulting the

/
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membera of bis sgenntlie linesge end other wmembers of the
local cnﬁﬁunity. As they are sll likely to be brought into
affinel relations with the fanily with which the allisnce is
proposad, they have a right to éabisfy themselves thel the
fanily hes good traditions of hospitebility, honesty and
thriftiness, Once ihey approve of the propossl, a dste is
fized when the hWoy's father snd his party may come to
formalise Lhe m&gotia&iaﬂa and be & party to the bethroiual,
On the a@peiﬁ%aé dayv, the hny‘a‘kinsmea &0 over to the girl's
residence with food and liguer for their bosts and presents
of cloth for ihe girl, ¥edistors again get togethor ond
finelise the smount of Lridewealih to be paid, the ornsments
1o be given to ihe Lride and other defaila, Then the girl

iz called in to be =een formally and approved, ard is
presented gifty of clothing, ete, by her naw garent~iﬂ~@ax.
Sith this ceremony, the propowmad alliance beocomes an
eatabliched fact,

Marriege itself may iske place sfver the girl has
reqched the sge of wenstruation, She continues to stoy < ith
her natsl fewily, Pub alvesdy some of the jural rights over
hor mebel £pmidy, bwd hove peased on to ihe kingroup of her
bethrothed, If any harm should befsll her or she should elowe
with another peovrsen, her father end the mediatora sre snsver-
able to her would-be nflfines, During the interim period,
preganta of cloth ete, are sent to the girl and sbe is
visited ocemsionally by the veunger women of her affianced
home,

fmee prasents are given and affinel veletions are
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oatebliched, the bride's kin sre trseted to the food end
liguor browht over by the bridegroow's kin whe then return

1o their villsgs, A few doys mm,‘, the boy is sent io

the home of his bride to set sequeinted with his atfines, on
this oecomgion, he corries with him come money (gmy) as o

gift to his bridets mother, On thie cceneion, she bergelf
sorves him a mesl of sweet porridge, rice ond vegetables, 'l
anu is left bemsath the plate for her to find ii when
cleaving 1%, Onece this gift is sccepied, the bethroibal
eceremony ig complete, The amu gifﬁ-ma? be interpreted no n
tacit recognition of the wethaer's right over the girl snd o=
ar atteuwpt to compensate her for the seversmce of iles ot
the marvisge, Incidentally this is the last time she sppesrs
before the boy with hér face uncovered or addrenses him by
hig personasl name, From that day onwards, lhoy are reguircd
1o h@haxe with ciroumspoction and formalily towards <ach
athier, aa befitting thelir new relationship,

fnce the pnu is acespted, the alliance moy not be
breken off under any ¢ircumatencen, an o do so,would be an
insult to the bridegroom®s kingreuwp, fowever, this occasion-
ally ecours, usuelly on the plea that the boy is a veaklim:.
sick or in other wavs unlikely %o be a suiisble match for
the girl, The veal rosson might oftsn be a discontent over
the amount of brideweslth agroed upon or zrother proposal
likely 1o be more beneficipl, ¥uch excitement ie censed by
such ocoursnces rﬁvulﬁxng ysuplly in g lous of goodwill

between the twe Eingroups concerned, awnd there is 2lwavs a
5 & L ] :
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noopibility that the givl might be sbducted aven el the visk
of bloodshed. Further such ocourances gre considered a mabicr
for shme f@ﬁ the givl's kingroup or for ths ontire local
compmnity, Indirect presmure o desist from guch gelion
umally comes farth from th@ affines of the bride’s kingrouo,
At any ra$eg very few snitore mre prepored to accept g bride
with such a beckground, for fear of reprisals from the
rejected muitor or kis kingroup,.

Barrisge itmelf tokes place ususlly early in summer,
alter the harvest is in and the people are relatively at case,
A1 the vhile the qu ¢ povents would be meking up the amount
of the dej (bridewsalth) to be paid, vhen they go for
rarrisge, The savings of 2 number of years, fogether with
the proceads of the sale of the hervesled crop thet year, e
inte it ond s8 is the wsual prae{ice in any mejor ritual or
goeial undertakivg invelving a good desl of expence, the
several relatives snd affinee and the loeal community £11
contributo their mite to make up the smount, Ysually, a
deficit wonld bo thers, and where the mmeunt of dej epreed
upon is ususlly hig::, it might be asz much sg 30-40 pzroent,
ﬁowev@r; such deficite 4o not worry the Mhils, It io very
rorely that the doj is ever paid in full or &1l in cash,
ﬁsﬂﬁlly,yﬁﬁly a pers af’it ig given at the time of merrisge,
the rest being given subsoquentlysoften in inatalmenis over a
pumhar of yoers gnd/or coxauted partly in tewms of onitle,
Thig prectice 1& so carmon, thst even the bride's kin do ot

expoet Te be given the dej s11 at one time or a2ll in cesh,
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1t is almost a convention thalt the bridal perty ariives Tor
the marviage with a heavily shori dgi snd strive to the very
last moment to reduce the amount of brideweslth end to yive
ag much of it os possible in eattle, Generally a considerably
reduced dej ir given in the end,

Usually, the bridel party time their arrival at ths
bride's reridence to just en hour or two before sunset, Taoy
are met naar the boundery of the villoge by the bhengiadiva
{madiators) on the bride’s side and iaxen to o epot somevwhal
removed from but facing the bride's residence, where they
all glop ior the time heoling, Tﬁ@ yourgier people cccupy then-
selver In singing and deneing, while the senior male membors
of the bridal party are escorted to the bride's residence
whers £11 the bride's relatives ond the loeal cosmunity ave
anaembled to receive the dej, IT the entire smount agreed
upon ig paid, then the marrioge ceremonials sbart sirsight
away, iney start preparing food for the vipitors on one side,
while the hoaduen and the other slders .f ihe local camunity
set out to receive the bridsl party and formally conduct
them to the marrisge baoth,

If on the other hand, o full sopunt of the brideweslin
is not forthcoming, the bridegroom's people are iroaled
with deliberatle rudencsa and contempl as people who camnot
keep tﬁeir word, "lHow could they come for the marrisgs
without the full anount? Did they suppose that girle arc so
gbundant that they would be given away as gifta? And mo on,
pverybody wuld he spesking ot once snd usudlly the

attemnts of the mediators to make them listen 1o vhat the
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vigitors want o say, are unheeded, Since such a responss is
more oFr ‘lejms & convention, the bridel party teke it all
mildly, ‘i‘kfey g0 bagk to their caop, to weitl for th leir hoste
to calwm, ﬁmﬂ the actunl negotistions esnd hageling start,

f‘i:mr the Tirst two or three %zam*ss, pYerybody gete
tired of affiming repesbedly, thet the girl will not be handed
over unlesis the full smeunt is paid on the épst and start
listening i to the mediatore whio are all the while trying (o
convinee them of the @ti@a,mat results Prom the marrisge
falling ti;’amtﬁg}a at this stage, over a guestion of woney and
ploading *;%‘%sa‘c: they o x;ﬂcx toke the smounl Lelﬂg of fered &t
the mmmt and then come to =n sgreement abonf the balance,
A first, At"za bride's father would be abstinate -~ “How do
they kmw that these people ml}. pay the balance later on
Onecea t%zey get the givl, one way be sure theil they would not
be in & imzrry to pay the mlame“, ete,ele, Beally speaking

they %‘*‘M@ 1ittle option @ut amept e advice of the

nmediators, For one thing, the latter is usually an affine
posaibly a deughter's hugband, and is enititled to some
consideration, Shen he offers to be guarentee for the bal=nce
of the b'!’éi(i@lf&ﬁl%@ and they refuse to pay heed to hiz, he
may toke i‘& an ingult, There is every poesibility of a
sorious z;:ifi; developing in their versonal relations, if ihey
do not :,mzepz, it, Reeently Pemlo Vakhla z:zf Alindre was
z}egatiamrg an allience for hla wife'n sister (Reli), Anu
had ‘be@n paid and tbe marviege was to take place lster, tut
in the mamﬁima the watch was broken off by her faiher wro

i
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wanted o ffcmnizmcf; v allisnce with mmether pEYOON Wio Was
preparad t{; pay & highey bride price, Peulo protesied, “ror
the- aake éi’ a fTew more ruvpees, you ars now spoiling =y
prestige, f"mzs wil)l I e sble to face thome pecple again
aitey thié‘?“ But Bis father-ine~law seems io heve been rude
to him, és » vosult, Penla hes broker sll social relalions
with hig :?’at%wr-—iw—l:w. Fhenever his wife virite her naiel
village, g:sha goes slone, Hven her childrsn sre not allowed
to go wibh her, He ence told me, "For my wife's father, & few
rupGes m@an more thso oy good peme, %hen then, let bim go
hig way, snd 1 go nmine, "

Secondly, it leaves 8 permanent blot on the villege
if a mﬁpia wio esne for an sgliisnce were sent back hungry
epty haﬂ:eé,e& and bitter, because tney could vol pay the full
dej all 'ﬁ‘t once, IV npeasks badly of tho local community thatb
they let ;ém:‘:a a thing come to pass, Very fow poople mould be
prepered ft@ seek or sceept allisvces with a village so lack-
ing in m}zrtaaay, adjusiment snd hospitality, and who it
fszémy‘amfw evarything olse, Thess two considevetions - thet
the MQ:Q’aé;‘ ) _aimulfi\mi, guffer a 'losg of fTace' and thet
the villege chould not be discredited, are powerful incen~
tives far the sngry fathor and other rolatives of ihe bride
to aat&;;iﬁ a cpwprowise, They are often very truculent and
gn&zatimeé the iadavi of the bride'z village might himself
have to i;m‘;cewem on behalf? of the visitors sud siand
gmamxﬁ;eé {or the balmnce of the bridewsslth, In one case,
the ’::ars,dgg:l party had to remain all night ip the open, hungry

i



ad cold, iaezz dawn broks, thoy decided that it wap not worth
waiting aﬁy longer an,ﬁ' waTE ‘abwﬁ o go swesy, when the
medi gtor on tholr alde was m«am 432 lleé in and discussion
gtarted ms to how mad when tmn balanco of ur wealth would
be paid, Lféammny gome cattle monld have to be handed over
impedlately in part-payment of ithe belawee and the reat peid
in ineatalézﬁnm over iﬁm pr ihree years, Thare would be some
aliere atm*‘; an to whabt propoviion of thy hridewsalih is pay-
able in @!{a‘&tli;‘u and also sbout the evaluation of the catile
‘tzhemmlwa{s. Pyl these ave minor points snd are usually
sattled qézi«zkiy by the two wedistors themselves,
'gt thig sstme, the eldars of the bridegroomts kin are
called m, Whatever they beve to offer, is scoepied end a
day is nzaglﬁeé‘. for the handing over of the lirst inntaluent of
the b&lméa of bridewszlth, Then the pipes and drums are iiven
the ig,ml to play, women of m’r&mr narty begin lo sing

mRTYriage srmegm snad ﬁ%‘m*t getting mag:if; for tie formal recepiion
of the wqxtam by the hoests, the iadayl (heedmen) hlmselfl
hazdy ma recei ving party snd ceremonially conducta the trides
g£room Lo ;t}w merriags booth, The rest of the marriace
mr‘amnia%l is very mimpls and everything is finished in sbwit
half en %%mxr or mo, The new affines ave then treated to a
feast by ithe: bride's kin and sre sont away on their return
Jjourney with every viark of courtesy and friendliness, %be
bride's k:jin led by the Ladavi himself escort them 1o the
boundary fx.:»ff the village, where they #ll stop and dance for

e tmm. “hen the iwe pariiss tsake formel leave of cach
other, ’T?;s:s bride in not ment with bhem immediately, Lbut goes

t
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thers ths next morming aécﬁr‘taé by one or two kinemen, who
leave her g‘in her new waéa, eleep the night thare and come away
the next ;%sxrning. The residerce is vivilocel, but it lakes
some time for the bride te get adjusted fo Ler new home and
mrmm‘diég;gs. and she lends to Teel somewhet lomely, Jo,
during the early deys of hor married life, she frequently
vigits hm_fr natal home, Mer brothers resl or claacificatory,
Lome Mﬁr; 1o teke her over snd her husband goes gver to
psport her back sgain, As time passes and she ig core aeitled,
her visits tend to be less freguent and of shorior duration,
3111 a finel level of adiustnent is reasched, Thus there is

no a,bmpt’l bresk in the solidarity of ths netal family,

Trennsi %:iq&a frem the natal to the conjugal home iw 2 gradual
procens, .

However, there is no complete severence of ties with
hor mia}é fanily. She comtinues to have considsrable righis
in her ﬁé'i‘.ﬁl Tanily. &:éz»:i can alvays return to it, should the
circumstaness so warrant, '

Freguently the younger people themselves itzke the
initiative in cheesing their malea and eften fsce the parents
sith & fait-ogcompli. They have plenty of opportunities to
meet each cther and le spend time in esch otuer’'a comyany
in the xzcéxfmal course of their deily life, Young boys and cirls
are generally entrusied with the respongilility of greszing
the ea’i;ti@ and 'laokizxg after them, By wid day, all the bhoys
ond éﬁirlé of the villege eovverge with their csitle, towsrds
2 particuler glade nesr the sirean,wherve the oaftle reeb in

1
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the shade doring the hot mid-dsy and ihe young paople spend
time talit.i@, diseu sing the locel evenis or playing gemes,
Tieg of f%’éiﬂi}dship develop out of thess midday gatherings, ss
also z‘iv&fri ea eud antipsthies smwong the aef:afai individual
cowhsrds, .%’3 they get alder, some of the young men snd women
@ight even fall in love with sach other, In such cases, if
lbey are nod vary sure of parentel aspprovel of their cholice,
they elﬂpjé leaving tho parsnts to deal with the eituation es
best a8 ’e‘%:iay omn, 0f course, #ince the people of a villsge
are generilly aware of their mutunl kinehip shatus, no
incestuous relations ars likely ie davelop,

Hove frogquently, young g}@@plé from difforent villages
cone to know each other during fairs and festivals and on
occanions of warrisgs &o, Generslly much hilarily end wixing
charncterise such occasions and the young people of both
the gemes have plepty of Q\;;g;oﬁ-xmi ties to meet, itmlk, or aven
develop affinities without drawing much altention on them-
selves, E’-»:;fhﬁi;%m' becense they fear that their parents wmight
net &x@px’éﬁze or posuibly héamzm thoy are impatient of ihe
long, pmf.’%esﬁnre involved in formal nepoliations and the toy's
fathey u#xza}. 1y requives seme lLime to gel together the dgj,
they elogﬁﬁ, Their flight is ususlly covared wp by toeir
friends Lﬁ%{; give them 2 geod gtsri, lesst they should be over-
taken on the way sud foreibly separated by thsir irate
perents, |

fbéuotion of }:mmiim;mé 5;11"1‘3‘ ig quite a ?:‘mguenﬁ
czcmmmsfa, hen o wmen wants a girl, wh is not sure of hiw
sait, hai:ﬁgg; fovoured either by their parents or by the iirl,

1
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ke might, decide to kidnep her end thus force the irsue.sith s
anell bul %rﬁsﬂy band of friends, he keeps wete of her move-
ménta end %ayl&ya her st a lonely spot, Preguently girle go ie
{areway waekly markets for suppliss, atiended by juat a few
yaung:ngm;‘ﬁﬁaally everybody would be thired end carrying heevy
loads on éhair relurn journey, Sinee mén are coverslly
impa&iaﬁtfaf the slow geit of the girla who nseds rust stop
every ngw ‘and then to cateh their breath, they would mamerally
be some @éy off, and would rob be able to 20 to their rescue
immad&a%eiy, specially in these steep hilly sress where
gmbush and escRpe in relatively sasy and rescue very difficult
Tt in the: suitor who dashes forward, and cetches the girl by
hor hand %ﬁﬁ aznisted by & couple of Triends, hurries ner
nlong pushing, beating =nd half carvying the strupgling eirl,
and magé for the nesrast, jungle, Their frionds wmeanwhile
grapple @éth the othors,lighting » rearguerd actlion, gradusl-
ly ratraaiiﬁg or drpwing the garguiﬁ in gn entirely different
direction, Jithri, e gravddsughior of boysla, wes auducted
aboul two vears age, I wam in thet villege st ihat time and
wag able to secure a dolriled sccomnt of the incident. dbouwt
aiz:girlsfe@cﬁmgaﬁiaé by Bhulys end Pemlo hed been to th
veekly warket at Fhebra, They ware returning, with hesvy
loads on ﬁh&iv heade, bBoth Bhulya and Femlo carried bows,

but &Bgluﬁg on their backe, Just ws they came Lo = long and
v@ry’ateép back thei constitutes the first snd the most
tir&&@magatagﬁ of the aecent o the platean of Hatsnmal frem
the w&sﬁQ.ﬁhay met another pariy of yvoung men from Jhelis,

|
|
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some of whom they knew slightly, 211 eere armed;nothing
upusual sfﬁ thet time of the day and in thet heavily wooded
killy 4ract, snd expleined that they were on their way te
vahudi to visit eome affines, They all rested at the fool of
the long frim (known locally mg the dobeny ov the tuffale
back) end shered seme pipes of tobacco, Tuen the Alindra
party géif vp snd started on the ascent first, bhulyas and
Pemla wore lesading, and the girls were gtroggling behind,
Ehulya had just come in view of the flal, when he heard
shouts from balow, ¥e van st first imclined o ignore them
az mere '@gzmﬁka of iho pirls, Then he remembered the glrangers
end dropping the bunmdles, rushed down the steep zide with
Panle, He was jush in tiamo to eec the girlsz laughing and
seregning hysterieslly, waliently throwing stomes at the
roarguerd of the abducters, who szeon dissppesred down s

¥

fault, Fimlya latter on ssid, “we were all iired and could

oy

not be Tt enough, Ve were only two sgeinst helf a dozen
oi them sio that aven if we hed everisken them, It weuld
have been of little ayeil , Further how could we leave ihene
girls alone in thet dangersus spot,vhen it wasm getting to ve
pvening?? Wen Fenlz coee 4n from behind them and coughi
Jithri, '«x‘n@ othey girle wars so ecored that they too wight e
caught m::i thay van in all directions, The sbiduelors hed en
gasy timeé,

:i‘?ﬁeiesr such ¢iromalances, the girl is nol taken is
any rsz&a‘ﬁim, Abduction is & e¢rimiusl offenze avd no sensible

il would like to get involved, So they toke her to a hise-



226

oul in ﬁhé jungle, previously stored with'foad, gitec, where the
couple may vemain hidden for weeks, if nscessary, until the
matisr ha% been sebtled ﬁatzafﬁcterily at ﬁﬁa garaatal level
snd t%arwéia little deanger of their boing wﬁgaraxga. Taring
this §eri$§ of enforced seclusien, the Loy generally wces

the sngry: aad bunilistod girl, by é@ﬁlé?&ﬁiﬁﬁa of regerd,
cajoling ﬁaﬁ pamppring judiciously. 6F mﬁursé, she iz warned
of dirve es%aeqﬂ@nc@s should she even itry to escape or in any
way try W atirset the sttention of any ggawzb‘e pasgerby,
2% Bﬁaally goed wderstending is reached and the wirl is
ugunlly gpquiaaea%, by the time they eouvld emarga. Wheye the
girl proves ebdurste anﬁfé&v&léss g antipathy for her
h&a@%ar, ahe in send back and her femily is compenazted for
the ’laﬁa of face' by the aﬂvmant of indesmities, (nce ihe
girl is raater»d end $he * aam&gﬂs of honour' are oeid, the
Inclﬁantgza cloasd so Far nae the bwo kingroupe ars concernsd,
4s Bwlya told me appropos of Jithri, "Usually girls dont mind
g0 much if the an is grodleoking, for whet they generally
sapire to, in & fwod home snd a full stomdchk, But if for some
reagon s&e sterbs disliking him, che nonld nover ptsy, and
Tuns away sooner or later, Yo besi let her mo. After ell, Jow
long cen 2 man ksep & striet watch over a £irl or to whal
extent can he force her to vemein wiih him, if she vanis lc
wrn |

insall theasa cases of slopement or of akidvetion,

there in genarﬂl?v an initial bitiorness, Yhe girl's perente

are the §§grxeuat party, They are forced to nsgelisle Tor an

!
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#llisnce wéth o family, they might not have agpfoveé‘af
normally., ﬁawev v, Fhile generslly héi%eva in cettling an

. effeir qai%kly snd leave no recm for complicstions, lnless
the familg’gr kingroup comcerned is noterious in the neigh-
vaurhood for geme undesirsble treits, such =8 robber, miser-
linees, eé shiftleceness, they prefeor to formalise ihe-
arrénﬁ@mﬂﬁt thap to exorcize thelr satherity to bresk up
their relations, Bhile of the low lamds near Snbanmal i.e,
Penam, ﬁhﬁnﬁﬁl, fanlekund, stc,, spesk centemptususly of
thoan of éba hille as yoér; shiftlesgness nnd azaréﬁving.ciar
é&ng&t&rsfcgﬁﬁak live there, o5 they heve to work very asrd
for their lazy nen follk,. Sven waler has to be fetched from
miles aﬁayzyﬁah ohviously, the girls of such villages asem
to find ﬁ%@ Fatarsal youth fascinating, wore than a2 third of

'

nll the houscwives in the three villsges on Holamal come
from ﬁh&sé fertile villeges, Significently cnough, praciica-
11y =11 #f tham exoept tws or three,were canee of elopement,
There in som¢ osmpoz, the girle were on a vizit to a kina-
woman marrvied in one of the hatansal villegoen and had been
gaigod bg an enterpriging vounger membor of the house,often
at- the instenge of tleir kinawomen, It mey be recelled how
for miwiler ressons, the ynung men of a villege on the border
of Bariys snd lohed could obbain their brides only by
indueing than to elepe or &y abduetion,

Thils genarally prafer teo regularise such incidents
for two reasens, It is bolieved thak girls should nlways
unite and Toster zood fﬁlatiaﬁg beteaan kingreups gnd should

never be the grounds of digsptisfaction or bitterness
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(beti unar kodi thoondsi nai karvij, “After al} g dmyghter hes
io met u§f&@r own home someday, So long =s she ewpects to s
neppy with her choice, why interfere unduly? So long as she

%

wanta a‘pﬁrtisular person and is forced to marry anoihsr, che
would not, be very steble in her relations with her husband,
There is always 2 poesibility that she wight desert hor
hugbeand ?br her sarlier rhalce and apbarass all the fingrouvs
aanc@rmeé.“

8@ the bone of conlention mould be norselly the bride-
vealth, with unth the partiea trying to use the incident to
tneir baai aduanbege. Particularly the bride'y kin ars in
good @ﬁﬁitlaﬁ if the givl in a minovr, vwhen thsy could go to
tﬁs*palzcg for help in getting the girl back,

‘ ﬁﬁ the other hend, the kingroup of the boy hmve ile
aﬁvgntagafaf not themsslves being s party io the elopement.,
In faet,they dont evem know wheére the couple are hiding, in
such gases the coupls ususlly saak refigs with one of the
maternal uncles of the boy - it is almost & convention,
However, if the girl's kindred »ant her to Le restored, lst
them aaaﬁeh then out ﬁﬂﬁ By al) memns Leke her over, but if
on the aﬁh&r hemd, L%ey sra willing to aceept facts nnd
r@gu}afxaa the gaszizaﬂ, ist them sif dewm like frisnds =nd
telk it @ver, Esually it is made clesr that s hesvy bride-
wozlth can nat bs paid, gs they éan't know af the bride is
worth itg Sscondly, 2 lorger share of it would be in the
form of éattla, which would be given ever te them during the
next tuo a* three yasrd, ete,ebeiut vhere the cans i® one

of abduetisa, the bride's kin have o definitely upper hand
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ag the aiﬁ’ﬁm@ is punisheble in law snd the police would take
the amzo;a impediately the complaint is lodsed, then Punjals
Heriya's daugh* or wes pbducted shout three ysars sgo the
boy's famly hed m pay sixty rupees immedintely; {wg wmilch
cown ond sm; vourg Rulls valued at nearly six hundrved rupees
md mg:g%my rUDUOS Pag to be paid last year, Yheb wakos it
nearly a at;%muas;m? rupses - quite g high em for the lhils
of Ratemaal, hen Fuwilya got hiss wife in the same way from
samlekund, he had to pay aix hupdred in cash and teo bulls
valued a‘?‘; about hundred and twenly i.e, about secven hwundred
md twenty vupees in one ingtalment, Hoyals too, @ believe,
extraoted quite a heavy gmount from the sbducior of his grsud
daughter Jithri, He would mot revesl as lo how much he got,
tut gﬁi}aaaphiaafi as to the fotility of trying to got any-
thing frﬁ"@ athera, “If you sre lucky, they give it o ym,..
After 331 the wein thing is that Jithri is heopy.”

The setilement in canes of alopement is not so beavy;
they -@m} from sbout 460 o 600 rupees snd this is peid ever
in tuo m’ thres yhars, ovr as and when the young man'n
fanily i‘:m‘i‘i pay, Ia fact, the fnilure o pay up the total

amount of bride price agresd upen, ie freguently toe grournd

i
)

for mach bl ckering, In zome casos, ihe bride's kinsmen have
to go inie body mnd threaten to t=ke away the girl unless o
port of iue belance is paid up, lousver, & where a major
portion ai‘ it hee been paid, s mesll balanee way often te

waived g a geatire of good will towsrde the young couple,
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Once an sgreenert is reached over i

¥4

oo

-

@ bridewealih,etc,,

cordial relations sre restered bgtween the two kingroups end

lotal cowmunities by a myth of 4

in elopement or sbauction constiy

formrlly negoiiated slliance,

utesf serious challange a8

it were, 1o the soliderity of the natal kingroup of the girl

snd their rights and responsibil)

injury hes been done fe their prestige,

kingroup has beon tresched nu a 3
severanes of Pfanily tiep with b

thet an atbempt most be zede b0 3

ties in her, 4 mericug

“ry
L5450
Lk

e solidaerity of tie
enult of the abrupt
y girl, So it ig osmential

rastore the soliderity of the

girl's natel groun and to sliminpte whatever rewnants of

1
J%&

bitter Tedlings there might be g
is sent Lack %o her fravily where
aff&@ﬁi&ﬁAQﬁd courtesy, After =
with the gnu. It wey be safely p
kingruﬂsgda not feel very kindly
ahdmﬂﬁsrler seducer of thair day
nervens én these poesdlons, Pub
ceurt@syganﬂ hospitality dud to
sdult mekes gny roference to ths

fow of the younger girls in the

fow deye her suitor goos

chter, and he is usually

o daughter' s husband, and

111, To this end , the girl

siie is received baek with

gver

raspmad that the bride's

towerds the ersiwbiile

ne is received with every

recenl incidents, Only a

village mignt teunt bim, by

singing satdricsl songe composed
remains with his bride's kin for

for the cceonsion, The suitor

& couple of days and lLaving

sstatlinhed cordial velzilons with 211 his aifines, goes back

to his villege, His bride im sent o few days later,

=

S

acarted

by o for close sgmatic kin, who stay overnight with &siw

their new offines and establish relationships of solidaerity

t



vith thami Consequences of thug supprecaing the fact of
alagsmeutfgr sbduction which result in bitler feelings and
breach th% solidarity of uhe girl's matal kingroup, by such 8
myth of fﬁmﬁaily negotiated allisnce are olivious, R basis
for clong collatoration snd ceoperation between ihe twe
kimgxeupﬁ is thus established, snd the boy is euambled to
syercize his prerogebives snd obligations towards the kine
group of his bride - we shall diacuss the positien of a son-
in-lew vig-g~vis his effines in o loter contexbt, and the
aoliﬁgriﬁy of the girl #ith her nsbelkimroup is restored,
Having 1§ft her natal home in & perfeclly normsal vay, cho is
ensbled to waintain secial relstions with ner kin, to retain
her righia in her walel family ond eloo to velurn to it when-
éver she wants, 1f the circumsiances so dewend it
Gcemsionally, the girl's kingroup mighl vake a show
of hoving egreed io s setilaement only in order io get the
girl under ihely control pgsin, Hecendly Surtsn, s laor
5f Phuvers had kiéﬁa@y@é Guli, deughter of lLels Parmar of

Hotunbki, The Pamars 4318 not like the ides aof mn ailisnce wiih

N

the highland Bhils, resarded yenerally as ghiftleca end Lalf-

atarving; fut ohen they demsnded resiitution of tue pirl, the
Demers flatly denied sny kmowledge of the ircident or the

4 present &ﬁ&r@ahaa&s of ihe cabple and said that the Yamara

wors welceme io take their girl back if they could find her,

Pgenare threatened legel sclion, but knew that the Police

willfna%fhe of mueh practicals aceistanee in such a

situation. S0 afier a good Aenl of discussion, which was

H
'
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zmaauamy 5&&?%9{3@0}33, they sgreed to take the bridewsaltd
valued af Bs,500/« in eattle, with the provieo that Yorly
TP ees msar,;‘e uas to Be paid in cash the fellowing winter, The
givl was s b with thes to Hetwsbl olong with the bridewsslih
cettle, m» wion Surten venbh over with the sy spu five daye
later, i:%":b snu was vofused, Ho was told bhat they never had
any i ,@z:tian of accepting the ellianee and the catile they
hed hmng;gt wruld be taken ns indemnity peid for dansges to
their honeur remuliing from the abduction. Surten was driver
BYay,

ﬂnr incident caused much sgilation. Lost pacple
pdnitied tuat the Paruare wore impelled to this mutierfuge to
get hold é)f the girl, Bubt what they could nol everlock was
the sbane, of bresking a gxrmﬁmm Secondly, the cattle were
given to %wz; a8 part payment of the bridevealih and eculd
nob Lo converted ss indemnity for the homour of ihe girl, It
was ilh;;g%& to bresk the pllisnce once ihe bridewealth is
zottled ui;m 11 ¥hoy did nobt went the allisnce, they ehould
have lﬁf”& the ecattle in Dbuvare anly, Yeul of the sffines of
the 1‘&:&3&:3 gent word ia ﬁhm,emmmi% disspproval and
proseing them to ssek 2 compromise. dhe Usmore else made it
clear that they are detersined to toke ihe girl somo dey or
the csthﬂzj, by foree, if ntsemnm*y‘ In Mm noanbise, whosoever
cmni:axfplai;@é an allinnce with that girl, did se at the rirk
of reprigel from the Dmpors, In the end, the Paywers hed to
send the _ggir} back,bacanse s one oF them pul it, she had
£rown, fmfd of her abductor and wmight run away to his plece
someday , ’
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However the jpirl's serents might rejecl outright ire
offar of an slliencs, snd desend the ousledy af thelr dawstter
It heppens often vhen the guitpr's femily and klﬁgr@ﬁp Have
an wnsavoury reépulation, I meuntioned in an esrlier contoxt
how the peopls of the 13?: as on the hordars of the eslai
of Faria, Fethiuwars sud Alire pur vere firding it very
Fiffiould to geevye brides pr&ciaeiy for this répron, ihay

3

harl o force allienmces on thsiy wnwilling bul weakeor neline
btourg under threat of vepricsls, The mere coursgeous nuuld
gluaye regnri te ihe Dislriet authorities for redrsas.

fmee bthe bingrous of n girl decide te cleim her bock,
ihe poseibility of her having hed sewsgl reletions vith her
mriter during the Lime they vwers living together, is not
crunidered & very sericus obstacls, TL e true thet ing fact

f her

gm

ef hep heving lived wiﬁh bim witkoulb propor senction

femily end bingroup, congtilutes a serlious vieclation of iucir

&

righis over her, =ad sa such the femily has 1o be indemnifisd,
The boy'e Tmaily hiave to pay es indemity & st roughly equal
to & pixth of vhat they thipk weuld have ben tog anount of

bridogsal 'i}i'} wayan]

le Ior her, to compensate Yor the 'lose of
wonour® {(iiiel pu dave). This indemnifics not se zmuch the

PR 1

lons of wirginity of the girl, BErils in covwon with oesh of
12e mﬁhar=6ﬁntral indisgn tribal cosmmunitiesn, do nov velue
50
pramariial ehsetity highly ssefor instsice,the roral
4

cowmuni ties of the cantern end wouthern Indis. [4iasi nu dave

(1it, the claim of homour) =s indicoted by the ters itself
iz most certninly the cosmensation cleimad b and neid Lo

3 s

tre 2irl’a natel fezily end secondly the prestilye of the sutire
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vingroup and ihe local communiily has suffersd a seb tack and

maal e componsated fer in thig come, It is g jurel c¢laim

and untler the Yormer vegine, the Ladavis of both the

villagos were rogrired 1o sso thet the ¢lain cas sebtled

without undue delay, ¥ollure Yo pay up the indemmity wag
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of the boy, who himself was lisble 4o be ispriconcd,
Share the wirl baed lived in =zomuel intimacy wiih
auitor for sometime Defore =he wes claimwed bace by hir antod
Feurily, greyﬁaﬂE' ocoure sametimg& snud the community ie
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s child born Lo s tenbnically m unperpled pirl,
remaritel Pregreney i very unususl, Yhopever a Loy
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by oloping, For all practies] conciderntions, the very ool

of their living together consitiintes marvisse and io reogula«
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cogurad from an clepenent, Comg of hor velstiven oi bt 1ooue
: 5 4 S ) pym
her with it, but no eligme atiachew eitlber to uer or o o

. beer, ainog tme iidnk nu dovg ang vween

a
o’
2
o
N
W
- t
it
'Ta
/
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T . . 3 X o s x, s 5% & Lias CRNPUI I S

ney value ig in vo woy izppired beeouse of this incidont,
43 ST o £ 5 s 3 . 3
Yooever geekn her for his wife, later inkes it Tor crented

that her child =11l now helong to Wim, ond hringe it up ra

1f it were veelly bapotlen by him, Sven in proporty velnliann,

&
made betweon anch op alonted enild

e
[
5
b4
g
I-ts
s}
nerh
e
=
[ar]
:;J ¢
]
-3
=
2
:



amd the other childran, 1% bears nis linespe name with all
its implicstions, sociel and ritsl, Social peuernily is
wmore Importent thsn mere genitorship,

o

Such g stsabte of affairs iz met surpr
of

le auffer from & peucity o
verious Tactors, and no gspportunity to scouire mere chiildren
is lebt go willingly, Semstimag, the Tathier of the &irl wey
nimself declde Lo adopt the child tnvo his 1?11?%1;;@, and anke
him his heir, especially 1 he hes no sons, e genlior unier

-

ig of no conueguenes o the child ot 8ll ~
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to live with her husband's kingroup ss & convegquence of
snrrisge, Therealter hov nopmel sday-to-dgy rolations tend 1g
ue contined very lorgely to hier offines, Thowh she Joes main-

nptal kingrsug with cccesionel
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vigita ate,, ithere lo a eonsidersble wrepeh of in the solid-
C Sagee e b . 3 & rerre can

grity of her netel home, which bhas o surrendsr 3 censiser-

+

able portien of their rights in perunnen =nd in e W her

¥
husbend and his kingroup, Pridewsslih end its disirilution

ete, play 2 very vrominant part in the morrisge compler,
Fol urofiloesl marvisges; whors the bridegyoom roes

to tive with hig affines,are nol mcommon, “Tten when a wan

4

~ » k] . o - Y [ y 1t : 2.
haas T mala imsue, he mekes il o condition #al whoever werte



to marry bis dsughter, shell have to live with him s n

mon, working on his fieldu,looking after is eaitle, stc.

5.2

;

In velury, the yourgmen i entitled fe be usintainec wy his
bride's Tather snd when the lavier dies, to be hlas heir,

»

Techniczlly however, it is the doughter slhio will be Leir W
ner fathor's lerads, catile and other properiy and it is
passed on te their descendsnts, Such an sllience is referred
v ng yharvat {1it, ollionce for ithe house) and the vouygman
iv 8 ghe 3 imgnd (1it, = son-in-law in the ‘wuse), Such

an arvangexent i made alse when e girl Iz crippled,

doformed or sigkly end is not liksly to ©o wented in e
i

nevmel wav, A poridion of ooy Teiberts lend ipn eel spert for
ner and 19 5ifered as np additionnl inducement fnr marryin
Ry o IS 3 S b e At
rer, Jivmla s former badayl of slindrna, recoully arrevged

sueh an allisnce for his lazo end widewed daughier Jokhli,

“or bushay! had been killed = couple of yoars ago vuen s

palw ires broke unespeciedly and fell on him, Joihll wmoe ales
crinpled by the ssee winsep, kKnowipg thal o lawe women vas

ot likely te be soughh in oarringe Uy snybody, Jhucla ler

it be kuown thnb whoever was pregsrod - te Lale her =ould s

nis ghey-ismal, entitled to helf bie lond end eattle, o

1

8
Fxd P N 3 = b - - AT AN P
of for wes sventlcs ally acoepied by “ansipuia of kelu, vhe

- - ey
shgred just eboul four bighes of lamd wiln three otoor

brotwors 40 Holu, & villsge nesr Jherpur, o wes perausced

by wiz brolhers snd othor wewbars of his lineegs grous o
- . AN Y Lo N g

sot up bhie howe with Jokhli, » ghe wns sl very voung vor

wag ghie likely to be of much aseisbtence, 't the land that



fuch en allisnes crn be arranged only with the eiprecs
epprovel of ihe twe linesge grouns concerned end of ilhe
antire local compamity of the bride's village, for two
vagsnn, Fivatly, o portien - of the lawd of the lineage croun

is glienated, Mven thouph th
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to the land are the ohildrven of & davghier it

constitute an infraction of ths tervitorial righta af toe

»

linsspe proup, Sscondly by such an arranseaent, an slien

kS

in introduced into the aeighbsﬂrﬁa@d‘wéa may or Oy

P

orove to be a yood nelghheur, There in eleways # poassibilily

that euch e corzon might be o bed callaﬂ.raﬁgxg, querreloo.n

antt neglizent of the prestige oud selidarity of the
conmrnd b 3 ri

Ve 3o thoy heve g right o be consulied znd bo be
tiafiod thel auech asn srrongement is mobt likely fo

aduares to the eammunity intersseis, dioilerly, theo

Fingroup. of the b.ié@gr&g& plao heve a right to catisiy
thems alvea tant hig inborests do not suffor ns 8 rewali of

%F@ﬁ%@&?ﬁs wich on arvopgement and are weqnirad te guarrnted

ry

Wis geald ‘z‘}‘%zavim wid fulfilment of the iorig of the

3

gharyat eontract, ihe concent awd approval of the bride-
groom's linange group iz essential preci aﬁly becaure toeir
rights over hig children ave %1aanarr@ﬁ bo iths bride's

3 i

natal kin gz 2 restlt of sueh an arvangesent, e ghervat

iz thus aca@ntzaily 2 jursl sitnstion, where ths iuo
kirgroups come ilogsthar formelly end 2 tronsference of
ural righte tobes place in thelr prevence and under their

L3

spareniee, T4 i slgrificant that for ihe gharvad

»

transaction to be valid, the pre-ance of silosgst the Laiayi

of the bride’s villege is strictly esmential,
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Bride wezlth is not given in a ghervat a21liance, Since {he
bride continues to be with her natal kingroup, there is no less
either of solidarity of fammily relations, or of her services,
further sven her productivity is not lost to the natal group
ginece her children will beleng lo their mebternel linsage group.
fn the other hand, the sgnatic linesge of the bridegroom lozes
a menber end also righta over his descendants, A ghsryst in
this gense is really inimical to the solidarity of the =gnaiic

linesge,
However, it is the natal group of the bride alone that

T4

is benefitted as 2 result of gharvst. It is not of wuch concern

to the tadavi or to the other wmembers of the local community,

vt oty

all of whom hrve 2 partial cleim in the bride wealth that would

_have been received for the bride under normal circumsirsnces,

ryat situstion and ere

Ly
£ 251

Sy

-Their claims are respected even in-a

met by the fether of the Bride himself,

A compergble sitwation arises when 2 younemon is unaole ic

e

raise weslth sufficient to get o bride. In such an event, he
seeks an alliance where he will be permitted 1o pay off the
brideveslth or s portion of it in servics, He underte=kes to work
e 2 ngli for his bride's father for a period varving from four
to seven yoars, Tmring this period, he reccives only mainten-
ance for himself =nd his family, wut ne weges. However, he
reteing Tull control over his wife end their children and is
free to reburn with them to his kingroup, sfter the comvenanted
period is over, Such 2 person is alao referred to as o ghar-
Jzzmai in ordirery conversation, but the distinction is alweys

kept up,



oo
Lo
ol

Polygmuy accours frequently. Instances of 2 men marrving
more then ance gre ile common, In the three villagen of

Fetarmel alone, there were eleven polygynous families with

[N

bolth the wives living, while most of the older peopls hed
married more than once for progeny,on the death of the esrli-
er one, Polygyny requires that a men should bs richer then
Bhils usuelly sre, For one thing, he has to find brideweslih
for esch of hip wives and also. build ithem separate medis,
Secondly the dominent wolive in having more than one wife
~azems te be, that there might Ve more able bodied workers ir
in the field snd in the homestead. Foyala of Alindra told me
once, that He was having in those days nearly eighitv hesds

of cettle, end his fields too were extenaive - about %0 vighas
Hiz wife could not mousge alonf in the homeslesd, svd was
finding it difficult to cook, omd to keep the medi ond the
cattle byres clean, Further, there wag g difficully in milking
%Ee cows ot their proper time, grazing them znd wo on, Jo ot
the beheat of his wife, he went and brought a girlroef ths
Mahidas,

Mnother dominant mative seams to be g dezire for a lerge

yumber of children, There is a congsidersble incidence of
sterility and of infantile mortality, Ofien inspite of naving

more than two wives, the sise of the family mizht be remarke-

-

bly smell, Rsy&la himsalf had tvo wives sho bore a tolal of

nine AlTﬁren of whors , all bub two died in their infency,

1

Hiro Pevls, 8 young nan of Pipergota, wos worried that he had

no children ﬁhou&h he hnd been wmervied for s number of yesrs,



o
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Ipspite of strong %%pegzélan from his wife, he wvas sesting
llianee with s widow of Panem, She weg alightly slder

1y

1
then bhim snd wee not pretty eiiher, But her fertilitv was

i

proved by the fact that she slrendy hed a couple of child-

ren by a previous marvisge, To 21l the protests of his wife,

thet she wes younger and prettier than that weman, he had

but one ansver. “Vie have supplicated all gods, Yel you heove
nol given birth to a son, And she is fruitful as may bs seen
by any one, I domt mant to mend you and I know she is ugly
and old s=em, But my‘liﬁégge {nal) must be continued, Yo
vhataver you may zay, I am going to brimg her." And he did,
Kummpan his father’s brother marvisd four times, =nd at tize
one time had three living together for seversl years befors
1o of then died in child irth snd tbe third ren awsy wilh
snother man, Tuman has five wsons surviving snd vel he was

- telling me that he womted to bring 2 young woman”, She sould
e useful in the fields and vhe knows I misht get 2 few more
cgong®, 1 need hardly add that Fhumen is very wmall off, with
sxtensive lendholdings amounting to nearly sixly or sevently

vighes,

“hen a'man iz desiveus of gelting himselfl another wife,
Te usnally chooses her from the family or al lsast from amony
the nesr relatives of his first wife, Ghe idea being that
tuo eigters or atlesst two sgﬁmaﬁes‘frmm the same place are
likely 4o develop much more harmoniocus relations than utter
atrangers. In spite of their %&ing‘péovided with separate
medis, they belovg to e =ingle homestead emd am guch close
undergtending snd collaboration between ihe two wives i=
absolutely esseniial for thke msmooth fumctioning of the home-



sterd, Ucually there is b?lqﬁ et division of lzhour between

ol

the co-wives with the senior wife in a pomition of suthority.
thile the several children eal and sleep in ihe medi of their
own wother, they sre &ll expected Lo obey the first wife of
the father even vhen ithis wesns going sgainst their own
mother, It is expected that t%s younger wives work under the
genior wife's leadership, Such collaborstion and obedience is
Lettér achieved if ihe co-wives belong to the same kinship
‘group or stlesst o the game neighbourheed, Gfien, when a
woman fesls It desirable thel her husband should gel snother
wife to nelp her iu the houestead, or when shie realisss that
he ig bert on having another womail, she would yrefer one of
her omn sisters rsal or atlsassl classifidatory es a co-wifs

to & gstramge vomen, with whom she wighl not be gble s har-

3‘

he iny er sister en 2 lomg visit and

(ﬂ
"

_maniéé easily. 30 si
sees to it that her ﬁu«bnnﬁ sees more mnd more of her snd
that the girl behaves in a particulerly atlractive meTner,

If nesds be,she would even epg him on %o compromise & the youns
woman - a}l that is needed is thal he should cateh her by the
hond and put hoer into his medi, This tertamounis to an elope-
ment avnd he is honour bound to have her, Unly the bridewealth
has to be peid to legitimize the union, In » guite larger
prnpartia§ of éolygynaas familisa, the cowives are found to
be siblings, while smong the othera, ithey are often from the
smme village, Jemlousy snd friction between the co-wives are
not unknown, There heve bren many inshendes ¢f wives leaving
their husbends, on grounds of negligence and fayouritiam, Fut

generally they mansge to get 2long well with each other,



Aasoczﬁteﬂ with the freguent incidence of scroral
polygyny is the tendency for a women to persuade the younzer
brothiers of her husband or Lh@ olther younger males of her
aifinal group, to estzblish friendly relationa with her own
younger sisters or sgomates, snd to elops with them, Lhere
the girlstara not very amenszble to the wnoing, she micht even
persuade the y@ﬂngznen‘ta gseize the girls foreibly when they
are on a visit to her and compromise them, The motivating
factor is the geme - a desire to have ag eny of her sisters
or pgemates as possible ground ber, ir her 2ffinal surround-
inge, By such an arrangement, her own links =ith her naial
home are strengthened, Further this would result in minimisi 'S
ef the areas of tension zrnd conflict in her ralations, with
the éﬁherqfemale mevbers of her affinal grovp, Incidentally
strong ties =f kinship and collsboration tend to develsp

-

betveen villsges mo linked by s chein of allisnces,

Irviretic allisnces sre permiltted in theory, Hormally,
. ) '
the relations between & woman sand her husbeand s younger brother
{dagi) tend to be very informal and cordial, The dzzi is regar-

ded as one of her beat friends in tio affinal group =nd as onse

to vhom she can go fer sny help or sssistence, Vaturally he is
the one pergon among her sffines, before whom she heed not

cover her Tsce or hehave with circumspection, He may enler her
madi et will, joke with her or discuss with heyr hie mont inti-

mate love emperiences, Often she izkes considersble trouvle
in choosing 8 suitsble bride for him, to the extent of mecur-

ing her own younger sister, Considerable emount ¢f intimacy,
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might develop betwsen thes without s ¥citing any comeent, On

3,
3

cortein fosiive ccon el ag the Heli; s man indulges

s

S
%

iong =t
in much horsgplsy with hie elder brother's wife, goirg io

the extent of pulling st her skirt or touching her bressts,

So it seensg logicel onough that after = wman's desth, his

2
ady £

. e e .Yy

younger brother sels up with his widow,

I

hers iz g t@ﬂdeﬁgv now a davs Lo regrrd thi

5-!:

custom as incestuous and sinful, thaﬂ oty ne direct pressure
% xﬂﬁlGVPd to restrain a women from ‘seiting house’ with her

i
daz . dheir Qﬁ}??tl?%g aeem rooted in & conviction thet sin

one's elﬁ?r nrather has a stelus compsrsble to his fether, it
Tollows that hisg wif&‘(gggbig hay B sbatus corprrable to one's
mother, In Incl, she treats hi ';ffectienefély 58 noe would
gon, feed him =od take s such an 'ntgreat in his welfere, thet
ahe goss to the ext nt of advﬂwlns him on ihe a2ffairs of his
heart, “Tilﬂncw, he hss been looking on har ag s mother, —ho
should he T h

xsected and oboved, How gen he new ragard her as
ve

his wife, heve sexval relatione with her, or egpect chedience
sud respect from her? Do we mervy our mothers"? wag the subst~
atce -of the opin

io
this point, Bul iney 211 copeeded,thal r wemsn ig cptitled to

go on livirg sitﬂ her effines, even after ithe death of her

hasbend, s beuld ghe ge prefer, Then il vould te the duty of
her dazi ua‘tﬁka ezre of the widor and be locs parartis for
AT W Ao R

her children, He vould be g&u&relly regeongivle for thisir heing

righte and to poy bridewezlth for thew if song, or receive it

in the case of girls,
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@ bhe discussion till now, it bns emarged that bride-
weslth plays & very lmportant pert in their marrispe oo omplexr,

irrespective of the wmay the 31lisnce hag been brovgbt abort -

ntionel medium of vayment, Catile are &

o
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form of productive weslth that ihe Bhils as sny other agricul-
turist of India, prefer to cvn in »8 large mmbers ss pozsible,
especially since there is no problem of fodder in there finlda,
They yield good mommre for their fields, end their products
such aslgh@e can be sold st a good price in the nesrby warbets,
YurtWer, they represent s form of sasily negetisble weszlth

in these parts,

]

Stadents of kinship may look =t brideweslth fvoim tw

e

anples, Yhile discussing the generszl aspects of frican

‘S”x

werrisge complexes, Professor Radeliffe~Frown views marriasge

peyoemis ne velated to three of its most imporient agp@eiﬁ .

wta
fmaily, There is 2 loss of member and therefore a gop in their
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in the simulsted hostilily betweer the two groups even in o
negotiated marriage, expressed through sggrescive dsnces

by the women of either side, ranged face o face, brandish-
ing their fists snd singing obscene songs at each other,
Viewed from thiz angle, marriege payment or bridewealthidej’
nay be construed as an indemnily peid to the bride’s kin for
the loss of their dsughter, In faet, the marrisge payment

igs given not e much to her natel fanily es for distribution
among certain eategories of her cognates and the local
communily, In 2 marriage which I sttended the totsl amount
of brideweslth Tixed upon wes about D25 rupses. ibout 220
rupees were paid in cash and 2G0 rupees were to be handed
over during the course of the year, The ideel distribution
of tho smount mmong her several cognates was expected to be

ag follows:~

‘Sride's father 506 4
“  mother ‘ £0 194
* elder brother A0 19%
» father's Lrother &4 17%
# mother’s brother &0 124
. fother's sister 25 Fia
¥ sigter 15 &5
Local community 20 &
Tadavi of the villegs 75 (pol includad in *be

tridevealih, bul levied
along with it)

Fxeept for the iadayvi end the loeal community, =1l

o
WD
53

others sre close relatives of the bride, They belong to i
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families, the bride's own femily =- consisting of her brothers
and sisterss her father's family consisting of his brothers
end sistere; and grend parents if alive and including the
father himself, snd finally the wother's family - i,e, hor
brothers snd herself, Since ihe corporstion of a lineage is
throvgh the wsle members, the mother's sislers are not speci-
fieally mentioned and are probably reprasented by the mother
hergelf, The position of the éaaghﬁ&rs in their natal agnatic
linesge has been fully recognized by the 2llotmert of a port-
ion howvever mmall, to the fatherts sister snd the bfide’s own
sisters, £11 these are close relsiives both paternsl and
maternal, who have centriwted directly or indirectly to her
growth and development, She will hsve established close per-
sonal links with these persg wong and her removal to ber conjugal
home meens o break of the solidarity of her family interms of

ng, It may be notad thet the bride's
father receives on behslf of his family, a very large chunk
of the bridewealth, The portione given to the elder and younger
siblings of the father represent the compenssiion to the
sgnatic linesgs for the loss of e masber end her'prnéuciive
services, Professor Nvans-Pritchard, discussing an almost
similar situation in lhé Huer bridewealth distritation, tends
te interpret the ? vywent do  the wother’s brother snd to the
‘mother hersslf as the deferred compenselion duc to-the mother's
linesge st the time of her marrisge, Due to seversl reassons,
the entireiammunt of the bridevenlth ie neb given at the time
of merriasge, %hile the major pertion is pidd off, s =mall

i
portion is retaimed, and payment on this is prvmzued later -
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“when the #irl's deughtor marries", Since the portions of

-

other relatives has to be psid up then only, the shoringe iy
borne on the accounts of the girls own family, ﬁdiiﬁ nade
up out of the bridevealth received for her demghter, Avong
the Bhils, this argument is not explieit, But it is signi-
ficant

recipienls of portions snd have egqual weightage with the

i

that the mother and the mother's brother ars named o

[

father's siblings, #ith the father's share repres niing the
COmp ens ?115"‘pa to the natal family of the girl then, ue
find 2 balsnce siruck betvesn the maternal and the paternsl
kin, Tt is significsnt thal the catile received by & moiher
as her portion in the bridewenlth of her davghéer, is often
distributed smong her OdeT daughters, thus stressing the

uterine ties once more.

..'1

Since ﬂrlv 2 portion of the bridewealih is psid, it
b@CQﬂéS xmvereizva that the 'outside interests’, should be
gatigfied first, In thig rexard, priority of setilement is

given in the following order:. ths loeal community - ususlly

the form of a commumal dinner given at the iime of marriage,

in

the Tatiier's sister, one's own sizters, the fother's brohers
mother®s brather, wother snd brotheor and finally the fethe
himself, Asmuning thet it iz ‘he outside intsrests "the peonl
who might:make trouble® that are paid off first, 1t 1o signif
cent thetl the mother's brother iz placed nearer to the bride
then her father's brothers and is considered 1o ve 2 "person
of the house™ who can wait, or conversely 28 one whe is not

13k alv to guaerrel over the isswe, I wonder, i¥ 419 can be

L ]

token as an indication of = grester solidarity with the mater-

nal uncle rather then with the palernal uncle - so far as the



girl ig concerned,

It mey be noted hore thet the portions of the moiher and
brothsrs come into the girl's family itself, But whereas the
brother's share goes into the common pool of the family, the
mother is 2llowed to retain her portion ms her personal pro-

perty to he disposed of at will, The bride's fother hes to

13

meet certein other clsims not urually listed in the claim
presented to the bridégroem's kingroup, The most important

of these i the one dve to the bhang-iszdin (medisztor) on the

bride's éiéa, After the meyrisge is over ond the mzjor port-
ion of brideweslth han been reca1ved, the mediator on the
bride’s side ig given 2 mileh cow ard 2 ¢alf, so that " he
md his children may drink its milk”, This obligation towards
the mediztor is not interpreted so much as a fee for his

tiorn of lis onerous

fnde

gservices tut ag a2 gift in grotelul recogn

responsibilitias as the mediator, He has already Teen muil 1o

considerable trouble in negotisting srd seeing the allisnce

v

through, ot bis regponsibilities do not cense hers, e is
raunan31nle {o his party for the stability =nd harmony of the
conjugal faaily which hen come into boing as a result of his

endeavours, Should the alliance go on rockz for any ressons,-

v

the girl is quarrelzome, or elopes with anolh-r man,- the--

2

erdegrqsm drinks heavily and i1l treats his wife too wmueh

pad

or the affines are found to be a mean lot, the medistors of
gither side sre jointly held reeponsible for the uphappy

incidents a2nd are required to find ways and means of reselv-
ing the coenflicts end restorivg hamony, The role of a bheng-

Jodio ie wuch en imporbent ons, and so significent in the
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Axi}ihgﬁ couvinue in the case of nowe persens upito the birth of =
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larger soc i?l relations of the kingroup, that it is alveys
entrusted io sn-affine, Preference is gewerally (jiver to #e

wmother's brother,the father's mister or to o sister's husbond

of ilie party to the allisance,

Ingther imporiant festure of %

Frant

¢ Bhil system of payments /
sont to the young couple, ¥ith the exception &f the iadavi and
the local communiity vhoze claims lo portiors of bridesealth
are besed on exira kinship consideralions as nenbers of the

neighbourhood group, the gtk

vt

ers arg expected
o the bride, ~hev she selg oul for her now home, Her father

N

is expacied to spend atleast n sizth pertion of the amount

of bridewenlth thet geess to the fawily (i.e, the portions of

S

the fether, mother and of the elder b?ﬁt&vfﬂ"ﬁﬁﬁ oruazents for

her, In eddition, the bride iz given z milch cow sach by ber

father, mother, motherts brotnsr snd elder brother, so itnat

Ythe mitk of bher natzl home might never ba lacking', They give
her ether gifts of clothing ete, on specific occesions in the

year, during Mweli, shen a child is born =od son. (he other

4

pariskers of her dej also give hor gifts, sometimes of veolue

8 daughter

should npot be z2lleoved Lo ao witn cupty bands, A bride with a
‘ £5 o

for exceeding their share, The wain idea ig tuat

full heert wrkes for a gresber solidarmity of the afflinal

kingrouna,

Brideveslih mey be viewed in srother aspeei,ss a complex
cf highly recipreral nayments snd receipts resuliing in =
aignifiesnt collsboration between kind end affines. Thoze

PEYSONS Who ghere in the Wrideweslth received for az glir] are



also fTae perssus who vanurlhuh@ townrds the bridevealth o
be given shen a boy iz married, Once it is sanounced thai
en alliance has teen sgread upon and the severs!l kinsaen snd

affines rally round to contribute towards the mnount of

bridewezlth {o be paid, On an appointed dsy, the Fether or

whoever ig in leco-parentig to the bridegroom sits in nis

pyre with o large plate in which some kusnu.ifrplpcets,
one by one, the several Finsmen, affincs =nd the Losds
the other fasilies in the village, snd certain other
individuzls with whom he might have close socizal relstions,
corie FTorward Lo ait before him, Theﬂgpply gaffron varks on
each other's forshesd =nd then the conitribution is out

{iiceted, if in

LZA'

the plate, 1f it is in cagh, orvr merely in

et

»

grein or in caltls, JU is carefully marked 28 to who hes

=
o

4

kY

"opplied the chandle® {a wark spplied on the forehesd) and
who has not, for futrnre reciprocation, wiet ig held sign-
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collaboration that is mere imwortent snd not the manstary

value, It is sasusd that 2 perse niributes to the

-

extent of his capseity, It would be very maon of

i)
et
'”!
3}
o
ot
yot

if be should try to sesese the chandlo in ierms of mcnév gnt
limit his reciprocation lo thal en extent only when Le
could better it, Heedless to asy ithe exient of contribulioen

depends to o large exteaﬁ upon the nearness of & kin or

affine or an the smount of sosdwill batween thesn, The wmajor

nartisn of the bridewmenlth hae to be gobt uo by the bride-

groom's Family, 2 significant contribution coming in from

v ~-
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the mother's brother, memberr of the sgnatic group, and
‘)

the other close kin snd affinesn, Yhe contribuiions from ithe

mepbers of the locsl community is generally, wore a token

4
P
et
b
O
".)
o4
[

nf @Gaﬁwiile Irther their go on aa neighbours is

"

more varied snd eytensive in ceriazin other divectiona, The
henpdman of the village is not bowmd by convention te
contribute nny;tzn “at all, wnless he doss a0 of his own

volition as o mamber of the ggnstic linesgs or se an

affine of the person whose son is to e married,
X
In this eense bridewsalth may b interpretcd ae er

‘instrVMﬂﬂt of collaboraticn, Fhether i1 is 1o be »aid or it
is to be recaived, the several mewbers of the kinghip grous
tion, where they share responsibilities and privileges, 5o

Tar zs the bride is concerned, 2ll tacee who have contribu-

ted towards ber brideweslih are significsant effines havivg

Tor good behaviour and conduet, Similerly, all those vho
receive the brideprice and shere in it are directly

and extend *0 him ecourtesy and hognitality as bevitting
hig o tbq, IT anvthing should zn wrong fa the msrrisgs,
the bridegroom has a right to desand redress of them all,

-

Lridewealth aluo binds te tw kingroums, the one which



collectively paid i1 and the other wich took it sud shered
it, They are affines %o each other with = ripght to hospita-
1

3 A o . - I . -« o3 - - 33 M
ity and couvrtesy of mapner and address, There ig en

kingroups concernad sre not ﬁ@Cﬁ"'ﬁrdﬁt roughi closer, Ouly
the groom gaes cver end his kin rerely visit him, It is
an inversel of the rormsl eitualion end hence cersidersd nat

st

praper, Lven the c 1ildrer in e wzerilecsl situption zre unider

the control of their meternel kinsmen, Thus bridevealt
szene to be definitely functinnl 1o the e~lidority of the

“kivgroup, It binds tmo kingrouns in s mesrripe, as veriners

V—
{0 & contsct,
Thie institubion of dei apg bwma condenmad in recont

times »g bridepurchase, by tne sevorel Hindu dominated

sgencies in ths aves, particularly bre nhil

i
of Gujarat and ¥handesh, calling itself ithe Adivesi bhil
Panch (The Council of the Bhil tribe) met st Jhsled, Sri

zﬁaﬁh i Lei ?, the President of the Enil 3eve Uendal wes

inaugursted it, One of ite welr reealutions which were
adopted after much discussion sewght to limit the dej then

renging from Be,700-1,00C 10 o meximmm of Hs,22R/-, “ui of



on

s

thisg, omaments of silver of sbout 90 tola=x (27 seers) in
weight wag to be given tw the bride hereelf, in sonenl —sc
made to enforce this resolution stricily ond te brosk off
511 socisl relations with the of fendere till they came down
in fnelr demand, %o far as 1 am svere, this roselution Wrd
litile eff et on even the Ghils of Jhalod, where tne Bhil
Seve Mendal most dominates, It is wnd surprising. for the
resobution ignoves two vital aspocts of the dej, It mnkes
no provision for the distvitutien of dej =zaong the kimgreun
of the bride, but ireals it a3 purely the concern of ihe
natel farily, Secondly, ithe cut is too drastic for the
prestige of the Bhil, who generslly likes to bosst of the
bigh dej that he prid for his wife or for his gor'= wife
or that he received for his deughter, It iz wot & situatisy
where 2 51&5@@ family grobs or is burdened with 2 hoavy

dej. Tt is slwnvs =2 kinship group thet ik invelved, uriner

St

fobe

t is & very flex xible nystem whereby bridewsslth con be
rensferred 1% menay or in catile znd st one's own

convenie }cu. A pergon who would readily give avay “ajz 2

zen mileh cows, is appalled when asked to produce ks, %95/-

inn a single instalment

fnpther resolution that was equally unresliztic
condemned the practice of sbduction or of elopement with =
married women end enjoired that the offender should be
prosecuted ruthlessly in a court of law snd thet thers
shall be no atterpt ot & cowpromise by ithe Pench (village

asgembly) of the village concerned, Heedless te sey that

1
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it has h%en unequivoeally vejected by the Bhile, psriiculsrly

in the i@r¢ar TRy 1&&%, where & compromine is slweys
regarded as the best wey of reselving o conflict and wherse

it is bad wenpers to Tight over women, who sheuld brive

Fad

together snd nol disrupt the relations bestwean kingroups,

£

One importent consequence of warriege is that tro
kingroups are bro ght together inie 2 complex paliern of

sociel end economic relations and corresponding behavieuy
r%ferT@é'% ‘as hapavevhsr (1it, affinael behaviour) end wnich
has o very ki t?ﬂf place in the nomel doy to day life of
a Ehil msn or women, It was pointed out in an earlier
eontext, a@m bv a single alliasnce, the enlire agnatic
linesge gﬂd carua1n cloze cognetes af the bride is browht
into af final relationship witk the kinship group =f the
bridegroon perty to the alliance, with clearly defined
mutusl rights avd obligeiions,. Decsuse Konjl, o Veihla of
Pipergota married fatni a Dasmor of Bhuvare, he iz regerded
ag the son~in-law of not only the Demor linesge group, mt
of the entire villoge, Lnless there hﬁs heen intimate
personal relations with him, deiing from before his marriepe,
Fanji may not be nddrested by neme by any senior member
of the villege, but fovmally by his clan neme, He is to be
ireated formally by 211 the women who have married into
fhuvars, Similarly Batni is the yshy of =211 the people of

Pipergotes =nd her behaviour should accordingly be reguleted,

The two kingroups concerned especislly the menior ani the
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warried persons of either sew, sre. expected to e very
courteous snd formel in behaviour snd sddress towards each
other, They may not address one another by name but more
formally =2 hags (lit, asn aoffine,"Flesse be sested hinga®
fould vou wesh vour hands haga," and so on, Generslly the

rels

k«s«

nehip with one'g offines 15 expected to ke cordial,

‘hils set 2 great value by hegalvevhar, =hich chiefly

conelsts in weinteining Triendly snd intimate relations
with their affines, through fraequent visits, cellaborsiion
ont social end ritusl ocessions and by underisking debicste

- mizsiong of ar bitratd on of disputes, negetiations for

crlticgl,situaticné with esch m@rriage. The kinship srown
eatebliches links across the houndsries of its local
commmnity, snd is brousht into personal relstions of colla-
boration and dependaney with en entire group of individusle
whom they might never have known before, and with whonm

thelr prestige znd tatuz is bound up, is Delhing the

3
e} a& ﬁ ] ', "'% o+
cadavwe cnca espr ckﬂf A deoughter is of little zccount to
the fmﬁily as she goes out just an ege when she might ke of
some use %o the family, Yet it is good o have many

danghters as the area of »ffinity iz extended becanse of

them, A dawchier ziven means, a family gZeined,” Similer
< b ; F B
sentinments were expresszed by ko ala, when he sald that

:

daughters should foster friendship smong people, It is not

proper that we should guarrel over them,

@57



{nce 8 link is established with e kingroup, il is

@ﬂm@ﬁétwﬁ the members of ithe two kingrouns develop

~

personal relations of friemdship and understonding, by

fregoently visiting each other and by coopsvetion end

participation in mocial and vitual sclivities, whenever a

-

pevson engages o a8 major riitusl or socisl underiaking sueh

as on Indraj festival or 2 marriage of 2 son, he seuds out

w.

asffines to atland snd collaborate in the undertsking, ot
to respond to a notra, espec

cial i
thinkable o o Phil, iis femily mush be represented atlessi

ot

by one or twe male wembers and they mny not go emmiy neaded,
but carry some CQEL?}EQ“BOH towards the expenses of
undertsking in meney, grain or ¢ g@&t or twe, Follure to

receive polrs way be construed es en insull by Lae affine or

kinsmen ao b neglected ond results often in the cuspension
f sociel relations beiwsen two parties for comaidersble

neriods of time, It is éxpecied tiat one's affines are Xept
informed of any changes in the femily fortumesz, & cricis
or of sny sipnificent developments in affeirs of the
Tamily, "Does my hega think thel ve are of no account at
all, that ve have ne interest in the welfare of our people?
After 211 where iz the sense in having aifines, if voe are
not to se of any wvge in a moment of distress?®® naid kathis
tedavi of Iadvad, when he came to know thai there had

been n big eﬁnf:ﬁguynLEOﬂ in the homestesd of ni

wife's falher, resuliing in considerable losa of property

=nd caltle, He started immedintely to Vekots to ascertein



Tor himself the prosent ztate of his affines, snd fo

ihew if need ke, There are numevous instances of people
i
‘ex-tadavi of Vubern was asked to selile in Pipergobe by nis
wife'e sister'n husband, the then iadsvi Rewla, Usngaji
Badewa wos invited by fale ladavi, o sebtle down in
313 dra, when the former was very ill and it vas kelisved
thet a cheange of locslily was necessary for his cure,
There is generally 2 peod de?l of visiting tetween
effines - egpecially smong the younger zel, “hen a girl is
) m%ffl@ﬁ into a particular villsge, her affines generslly
axbend a eo%&i@l invitation to the voung nen and women of
her nalal group to wisit their mister (in a clogeificatory
senae), =8 often as they want, co tha

too lonely, Such inviitations sre rendily accepled, for two

L

reasons - one theiy natural desire to ke in freqguent contact

3{}

¥ith the u%ﬁmeie and secondly 2 desire io establish

frlerélv @tiﬁns with the voungmen and wowmen of that

community, snd to losk out ﬁerﬁzcglarly<gor nretly girls

of a ma ‘isgeabla ege, It often happens that gz o result of
2 single 21liance, many others of lessz orthodox varisty,
follow in quick succession - whether by elopesent or
abduction, Thus 2 single link tends o be repetitive and

becames 2 ehain of links binding the two neighbourhosd

grot | losely io cacn other in a network of social and
rita bllrsbzon :, Such relstions have Aaveloped for

ins 1snec bet@anv Pipergols and P .ﬁ.n, Mindra and Samlakund

and Bornesvar, Fhuvara and ke, Often this strengbhening
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of ties might toke place inspile of parenial Qpﬂﬁ;ixlu?

£hils of Hetamms=l sre generslly despised by lhose st ithe

&

foot - i,e, Panem, Jholia, Ehingels fanjets, eie, However,

the girle of these villages seem to prefer the half-stsyving
bud, cﬂee Tl ysumgzﬁaﬂ of the Hslamal villages, The girls
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no lack of suitors, Yeit, the

received iqnlr six krides during the last thres years froco

lknown for their beauvly and hinve

Vskhla of Pipergota alons

it

theae uillﬁg&s; and significantly smough throush elopmenent,

Their parenis were furiecus, bul helpless agairvst ithe fim

gsolve of their h&r}s who wauWQ r;ihsr glarve on the 2ills

with the Yakhlas then be rich elsew ﬂﬁru. Tt is egeinal thie
@
A

~ background thet we murh qra&rlirad the neculiar sigmificance

aigicﬁsd,te the lerm $???n, 7

ird

ulc% literally, momms & young

womnn of the affinel group, but bepsune of Lhe mwercus

and the vevsn, the terms zre
the iarm‘lov&r, and indicats
marital relations developing

yevzi (male) and yeusy (feual

between them, Thosme fapas

¢) are used freguenily in

ery significant to a Ehil in

his wormel dey to day life, A{fivity imposes mumersus mutual

rights and obli retiong upon the persons so relsted end

gt

enjcing particular mades of benaviour and saddregs, vith »

haavy aceceni on collehoration

»

‘should be hospitable to affines, Then

end harmony smong them, {ns

ine comes on o »

=
9
[ 4
jeV)



vigit, the host gels up and goes forvard Lo take 4im by tie
erds honds end greets him with the vords of well-coue,
Eefresaments such ag water Tabarre and food are providad in

couree of time,

of a.meel, aven

,.

2]

ome @rein iz bo

“e iz notk allawed to go

3
2%

v without martekin
if the femily is half-sia

rroved from the neighbour

lest the prestige of the family snd the communiiy should
suffor in consequence,

A Bhil elw

and groundnuts w

. e
anent e ie inviie

to eating, he de

his food wilh him, However, he iz ususlly pres 10 taxe
some ot food and the dry snd cold bread is peamed on to the
medi to be esten by ihe membarg of the host fowily at a
nter tiue,

it ig discourteous o ask of sn aifine as to the
where end why of his viait, For one thing, it is now
necersery thet there sheuld be any purpose behlnd on affine’s
vigit, otlier than a desire te maintain yevhar, Secondly if hwe
a should have e purpese, ne should be zllewed to mentier
it in his own way ond st hig leisure, In foet, mark of o
good haga is thet he does not weil for o reeson i c2ll on

his affines, bui just drops in wienever he ix in the

bourheod, tn see

a while, exchenfe geses

with them

congtrued 28 dis

il
970 [roce

ave wekes it 2 poinl to carry some dry breed

ith him whenever he goes out for 2 journey
¢ by his host to wash his hsode prepsrsiory
elines, courteously irdicating that he bns

how they are getting along, sit there for

gorgip and smoke 2 pipe of lobacco

ed on his wav, Frnilure to do a0 is
conrtesy and wnaffinal behasviour., "Thai vy



.

hoza should be within 2 hoyn's blow of ry house and o
alovg his way, ie & malier of concern for we {lasani), loes
he think thal we are so posr that he con net rest in-our

verd (apgsl) snd swioke 2 pipe with me or does he thiink that

we are netl good affines?"sald heyslas, when he once azard
thant his son's wife's wmema {wother's brother) was in
Pipergota and ~ent back to Semlekund witheut gseing Hoyela
becsuge of urgent work elsewhere, In elden dayvs, when
liquor uzed to flow freely, it was a metter of pure speculs-
tion, wiether a person going on e long journsy on son

urgent work, would reasch his 4

estination at =11l - especially
vhen hig way loy through s wmmber of affinel villages.
Uniges ne wae consclentions and bypassed =11 lds aflines,
the chances were that he vould heve Torgoetlen his errsnd

Q

a drinking spree with an affine, The host himusl{ would
not dream of s&lgrﬂainiﬂg ehether bis visitor was on 2n
urgent errand end the vipiloer himself o aignt be too pelite
to mentién thel he can not drink ss ke is on =n errvand,

yzlz is entitled to be treated with respect end

faﬁﬁality even by those senior to him in sge. Urdinerily
ne person may remain seatsd on a cob {khalll) when there
sre perseng of smch senior to him in age =nd slatug arpund
him, unlésa it be 2 child or tre senier person is one's owm

father with vhow net mueh of formality is observed, hut s

i.Jb
tede

person on o vigit at hig affines, need not get up even if

8

an aged iadayi of that villege comes, Unless he deoes it out

of respect Tor the elder =rd of his own volitien, Once it
3

happened thel some ‘relatives of Leljite wife had come on s
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on his horee znd ot down, Yhe visilers reusined sested ot

the cot, while Hoyala rushed inside to drag suother one
osuteide for the of'ficial, If thisg hsd happened in thelr own
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T may be rocclled how lhe vepulation of the antire

groevp ie discussed before & propesal for allisnce is

e e Ve e T 1 . N

zccepted by the linesge grouwp (infre IV.P, ; so Laet =m
3 oy o " - 2 o b oaex b ug wpey o2 W .

alliance brings then into contacht vibh veople with whem it

ig porsitle sand desirsble to nave hagrsivevhar, Yet due to
ecarlain fsciterg Jdiscusssd eerlisr, the linssgse group is

nto pllilances =hich they wonld have novunily

e
h‘3
.
S
3
by
9]
ws‘ -
o
%
L
fmda

avoided snd se ars browhi intoe relation vwith undesirsble

o s pad gy P -3 e
persony, Xven in such cases, it is expecied tiwl tuey

mainfein as cordinl relaticons as sre pessible umder s
far ag pessible, opsn conllict or vielence
Unplessant situsiions mey often develop in their

relstiong, as for imslonce, when the remsinder of bride-

bride is urwilling to wy remzin wibh her hwsbend end keepe
running of ¥ Lo her natel home, Fagadi, s davgbler of Ihumen
¥

would not stay wiih her husbend Vesto Fssave ol Duoks,

He had rumming cores a2ll over his bedy snd she could not



262
even endure to see bim, qumﬂn and the others in the villaege
would FG;VUﬂ&& her o put up with the sick persom, peinting
oul ﬁhat sverybedy had besn i1l some time or the other and
were not deserted by their spous

would be back sgain within two or three 8y days, ler

« 4

3

affines begsn io suspect thai‘prqhﬁhlv she wan intereuied irp
swars of the liaisan. Horwal procedure in such a case would
have heen to send g Bhangisdic o demend that either she

steys or the bridewenlth is given back, Thabever biticrne

e...v
'ﬂ
i

2

is areusad, would not affeet the
sociel relalions ore not sighificently Dmpaired. bt one
afterncon, beste*c elder broiher, lalchsnd was in iheir

midst, yoaring in ﬁ*unkaﬂ snger, accusing every Vekhlas of

complicity in ke g}i' mishehaviour and derending
instantaneous r@tarn of the bridewsslth, Tadevi Surpel,

o

¥humen snd s few o 2%&38 of the

in vain, It was only when lhumen threestened is bind him Lo =
nesrhy trae for # drunkard =nd lesve nim thers ©ill ce ves
sober, that the irste.affine went away, humen wss very
unheppy thet g friendsbhip of many yesrs is now lsid in dust,
However, Lalchand vas back the very nexlt dey to apologise
for his drunken behaviour, bringing some liquor with him

to make smends, Khuman and olher Vakhlas were only ing

happy/accest the comprowise and restore cordial relations

w-u\

with him, In a2 similsr aituation, Toli's fother~in-lrw had
rushed mw to Pipergota in g drunken fury to bYersie her

mother Kessri, for not sending Meli bsek to hiw son in spite
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emphosising his dewend with s torrent of shure releling 1o
oli's narentege fo, He had come Lhrough a den
dengérons jungle, arriving jost after midnight and rag

1

driven back inlo the jungle by his engry affines, nrning

found him alse vepentent, @mmolegebic ond villing bo maxe
amends, e left leter in the day =fier g good weel, tokins
with him o promise thet X

E

have {0 carvy her 211 the way ¥
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Hegrnivevher is of

life, thet i1 porzisls even vhen the nllisnce which Tirst
brovght the Xingroms together, hes been dissolved or
ihe initiative in bresking off mariiel rvelaticne vith hter

usbend, either by eloping with 2n enether persen or golwg

X Sa ot A

bridewsalth, varticulsrly when e wosen
elopes with eneother pearson, Wi de net wsuelly get it, Yhey

ave to welt ti11 such time ag her netel kin receive

it to her Tormer hughmd's kin, Vewaver, goodwill peiveen

o

them ia restored after 2 {ime end their relslions michi
continve to bLe' ssg cloze pe before, Somatimes lLioth the
kingrowps mev combine te punish and osirecise auch an

offending couple -~ 2a if herpene? for instence in Kotumbi
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such lzgkt tasks es milking, Teeding claves, graring coitle
sad minding young children, She roams about freely in ile
company of friends, She might ait by her slders when some-
thing important is being éus discussed and msy ocessionslly
take'part in it teo, There ig little smeggresalion of mexes
ond hence the girls lead nearly as Tull & life as boys,
living mostly oul of doors coming in snly ic cat and sleep.
Turing the festivel monthe of Divali asund ioli, they go oul

with the boys to dence snd sing til1l late in ithe rights, &

r,
@

k

#irl is nouseborken only vhen her mother is dead and she

hag 1o shoulder the burden of the homestend, when Rangle's

perents died of smallpox 2 few years sgo, his voung zister
Sumki hed to itzke over her wmother®s duties, ab sn cerly

by k)

86 of eight or nine, She has teen doing it very efficiently

-

too, AL Tipergota, both Eamn .gh and hiz wife are thoreughly
'shiftless, His housshold is mensged largely by Sﬁnki, fide
young éeﬁghter, in a pretty thoreugh way,., lowever, such
instances are herd to come by,

But the momeni she goes over to her affinsl
surromndings, the enviromment changes. She is now pleced iv
charge of a pedi and for th © firet time connol depend upon
anybody slse. Further her saczal relations sre largely
limited to the other women of the aifinal faﬂily THO are
often taégl strangere and generally criticzl of whatover
she does or dees not do,

For the firsi time in her life, ghe is subject to
the authority of people wot of her own Family and is forced

to obrerve s number of res strictions, regarding her apecch



b W]
<o
:’f

ent general deportment, She mey not vncover her fece when

any senior male relatives »f her Ywsbeand are snywhere in the

vicinity, She may wnotl speak directly to sveh a person nor
mey she participate freely in the dencing end singing
oarties, except with the spproval of her husband or his

perents, Sven vhen she is dancing she has to keey her face

covered upto her neck »nd lock out only throvgh 2 marrow

e

hink in the folds of hwer head covering, To look unon the

WA

Py £ x o 1.

face of the wife of » junior sgnntie kinsmen, is 2lpost an

£y

incest, Prought with megico~religious dengers o ihe

individual concerned and te the kingroup itself, So, in
order to svold coming upon her =m unswares, & Bhil never
enters the medi of » junior kinsman. hen he has been cut
Tor some time snd returns, he sits outls 1ée in the vard of
hig hsmés§eeﬁ with hig back tovards the medi and ealls oul

¥,

to 1ot the ivmates know of his presence, iovwever, g brig

&

gsoon lezrne tg keep her face slways convered end to svpid
all intimsie contact with the senioy male members of her
affinal family. The area of confliet with the women of her

1.

{fingl group iz also minimised, Zach one of them hove
their own m@él and since the homesteads are gecaraled from
the others by ficlds ete,, she con eazsily avoid too cloge

relations with such womern ag are hoctile 1o her, while

szintaining spperently good relstions with them all,
Since womer in g Bhil homestesd have %o work very
herd in t field and in the homestend, thev hare very fevw
Qﬂnartnp 5 to seek the company of oither women except to

2 limited extent end ir a way that does not interfere w

i--h

a

1
th
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e

her work, Yomen who are friendly with esch ethsr go out

together 1o fetch water snd bathe in the same spring or
veter hole, go together to the distant merkels end olso

collaborsie in many household asciivities, Probably & young;
bousewife enjoys
with other young women unweighted by the presence of ilheir
affin@s,

arally, the position of a wife in the sgnalic Te.dly

i gomewhat illdefined and we way =may very wesk, Iv spite of

her marital relations and reeidence with a msle wember, and
in soi f the fact that she works hard io keep the homesiles

of her husband going smo octhly, end bears children for the
continuance of ik lineage, she has qery little righte in it,

wiether over properly or over the children themsslves, i

housewife iz not given new clothes Trequen uly en in o
fairly well-to-do Tamily, the womon might Lm having just
a

=0 gets of clothing, sue boughtl probably st the time of fer

- marriage sud kepl for fenlive occasions, snd the other for

ordim vy wesr, Pormslly she wele a new one ammuslly, and

tries fo keep il clesn by mpking the old one go 2s for es

poesible, so that in course of years, che mighl actuslly
have ivo sets, one old and the oiher no so old for dmily
wapr, ™t quite often, = Bhil does not allow her to buy
clothes cuntil he sees her going guout in abeclute vegs,

and even then afhar a geoé deal of protests from the angry
" wife, Cecosionally she wight even go eway to her natzl home
end refuse to come hack unlees she get: a sel of clothes

from him, Fren wﬁmen, riéicu1§ a husband o buys them new
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«69

t

dresses: Irequently, as week ond a;:@adthrift.; A woman who
£068 abmzt sperting cleém clothes is called =& natkeli - =2
showy womsm, ¥ho ml} not bring a good name to her affinpes,
Such gqomgﬂ on are dimn"brove by her affines, who mizht be
mdtxlgeglt tovards fnr worse bhehaviour or even pesitive
(ﬂoting:‘ion the pért of g married atau,ghi;er come home on @
visit, Ihexr argument is simple,"Ve are Il(}u mach concerned
mth the depertment of a dgng?ztar unlaesg she igbehaves
groesly| But a wife is anoi:—ztzer thing allogether, Her
_ba*ézavim;r zffects our prestige. then people see a woman
- miskeh ax:'.zzgr, they don't ask wmhose r,aug;hmr ghe might be,
They s au},é want to know whose wife she is and whose daughter
~in-law, enﬂ cry shomme on her affines. for letiting her loose
. like that, Ve don't care How she carries on vhen in her naial
‘gurroundings, tmt when she - a with us, she M-auld tehave
’é’aemelf;i“ To avoid any scandal o women in her cca,;;u;g,al Liome
is very.sober in her drems end in deportment even in the
présene::? of other women, J1 tokes g lovg time before she is
accepﬁe;ri tiﬂgi*i'ﬁicallg by the people of her affinal grous,

EN

- 0ften, even & midd].e~agad woman. may ke accused of trying to
@' ané beh vm{@ in & very forvard manper,

oI have. alresdy mﬂwctefi t'ze position of a women in
her o*’m Femily; except over such cattle as were given to
her by her kin from time to time and her ornaments, sie has
very little rights in the property of her hwsband, In ihe

- eventk :::“? her being widowed, she hes only 2 right to
mazntezaanee from hetf' children or her szf“wes. If ct lldlf‘s:s,

's‘ne way be pemlttefl to c*’ltlvsie and subq;tst upon &

i
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portasn,of har lata hu«hand‘ Iané Her hunbard‘ YOourgLeT
brother’s or tnezr eﬁlléreq ﬁelp her by ploughing snd sowing
he land for ner and ~lso sssist her in harvesting ete but
she mey not slienate land or even catile to anyone outside
the 1139&59. In the event of her marrving qgazﬁ, her clﬁlm
to maintenance on her late husbend's land ceases
uucmatxcally.

Snﬁllquy, zhe has very 1little rights of nart1¢1~

nation 1n the ritusl affairs of her aifinal growp. In fact,

‘A marrled.mmman 1% regarq\ g'as a potentizl dapger to her

egmat1f~fam11y. She ig splrztually wagk end might easily
come un%@r the influence of the numerous meleficent spirits
to the detriment of her affinal family end lineage. She is
exclu&e& pfactieaﬂy from ell sress of ritmal activities
exaeatnﬁhéqa relaiing to the benevolent deities such as

shadev | and zal1ka and a few ot her harvest festivsls such ag
Znﬁra;, 911 of which are free from wagicsl influences, It is
mropoaea to be demonstrated in a later context, how the
denial o* ritual rlghts to 2 woman is associeted with her
oun dua%ous position in her affinal family and is an '
expression of affinal conflicts and tensions. It is ensg
enough iar our purposes to m point out here thet a dsughter
hasg ralailvel? far soyre rlébta to ritual participation than
a wife 1n the agneizc femily, _

utracturgliv‘ he hes sn assaclgtlve statvq in the

affingl;f&nily, with a few limiied rights of garticigatien
in the sécial and economic relationz, snd only in 2 very
emall pa}t of their ritual relations, But she dees not have

a corporste status in ihe linesge, in sny sense of the tems,



i

'éhéﬁmﬁnimight Bave~ii?ed %ité her affines for twenly or
thirty ﬁaarél end might be exercising considersble influence
 upon ihé other memb@%s;~hegause of certsin personal consider-

aﬁians,f%till jurally, ghe does nob form an integrsl part

of the ?iﬂéagﬁ; %ith the death of her nusbend, her relations

with thezlineageAgrnup rest more on personsl consideralioms,
Céﬁveraely, she never ceases to be & member of her

natal Taily in a jural sense, though operationally, she

might cease to.be an active mewber, She has definite rights
in Eer éatél femily even afier ﬁ@r marrisge, and may
reiﬁraAéa it at any stage in her life, vith or without her
children and desand that pré?isiqn ahould be mads for her,
Fﬂrt%&ri%er Iiﬁeaga and kingroup'coﬁtinue to exercise certsin
~rights in rem and in personem over her, ¥or instance, a man
haﬁ‘som% authority over his wife and may occeasionslly beat
her fﬁyﬁgiabehaviaar; S0 long as the beabting iz net very
severe ér frequent, he is let alone, though the girl is fres
" to leave him snd return to her natal family. But where taey
=5 suspect that she is being deliberately illtrested, snd the
S girl isjuﬁhgppy in her relstions with him, her kin may
forcibly remove her from his éustaéy; even against her own
inelinaﬁibns,'ani refuge to gend her back unless 2 goarsntee
is_gi#eq for‘gpa& treatment in fét&re;-similarly'they ;may

» ef&nvreéave her children frmﬁ the custody of their father
Hép theif best interests, | |
,?ﬁrtﬁerrﬁgan:a woman is dove widowed, righte over
er gggagﬁ‘rgtu%n'to the natal kingroup. thoever wants to

*set up house' with her again, has to psy bridewealth to



hey natal kin, through her fathey, or hie helrs =2nd this

mugunt is distribuled smong the seversl dapevalse se in the

trensferred 1o him to compenaste Tor the loss of hie wi

I have indicated in sn earlier chapter, the persiste
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given to n man vig-s-vis his s
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rasove them Trom the cuntody of
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thelr infaney in the event of his sister belng diverced »r
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vest with thé ngnatic lionsge, Ones they resch lhe vozre of
digeretion, they should be allowed to return io teir poternsl

b

ag not, however, thev nrefer to ressin with thelr moternsl

uncle only, and are mettled on porbtions of his lands,

Such protechiv
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hare both the parents sre living, dowmever, sven then

special rights of smperinbendence are exercised by n person

3

over hig crogs-nephews snd cross-neices, “he maternsl uncle

Pl

s1ificent role in Bhil kinetip thev

5,

saers to have 2 more ai

ze evidenced by the priorities in

L
3

the father's brothers

n the bridewesltih, Farther, ne

]
seeme Lo be more imtortsnl ihan the mother herself,
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vig~a~vig her Cﬁllﬂr@n, in the context of the fecile esse

_with which merrisges are disselved by either party.
castady_az the very voung children develves upon the divercesd
FOMER Fy convention, bui wmore cilen thal noil, she might

1¢

s

B
i ¥

L

i3

fotr

deeide to form sn snother sllisnce, In such cases, ch

..

{

by the previous alliance are usually taken sway frem tueir
mother, except in cazes wherse the coupls want o rear ilhem
up and the man iz koown to be a kind person and brousht up
by either the father of the children or more usuelly tlueir

meternal uncle,
He hes a right to be consulied vhenever an zllience

-

Tor any one of his gister's children is proposed, and

fRald
3

aften nominsted =g the mediafor to negotiate on their behelf

shether it is e proposal for gn-sllisnce o1 s disrule

involving one of Thes, as he is suppoged to hove tueir keot

thot when g nen diesg, his sister'z son is one of
who must be informed and o !
ede by his helrs on the tuelfth day of wourning, by such n

dan it is supcosed that the dead men’s soul will be more

2

restiul, ,onverqelv, & wman owes £ special allisnce %0 his
wolernal unele, which persinis even after his death, e

gives gifts to the priest on the twelith fzy of the mourning,
amd in one of the joint sponsers of the Yasita cerevony,

e has the right to ereclt memorial stones for him, if he a0

degires shd to gn over to Bhimkund - an sncestral shrins on

the Hermeds bank where Bhils from very far #off places coume
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to @Grehjp ¥ehader, to meke special gifte to Erehwmana there

for his;uﬂcle,a-soul,
RI1Y

Flnallv. the relationship of 2 person tomards hxs
RN

-
N

or her affzneﬁ is emppreé by 8 r@co?nltznn of vhat they

éeqcrxbs 8“(:?ﬁ\>rﬁlﬂtlﬂr%hlp, or relationstip vhich prevailed

belore the mlll snce, As @ conscguence the behaviour paliern ﬁ

£

’ﬂ9t¢ﬁed Lqe two individuals, is often not et 211 what
.shogla tg by th veﬁ@alﬂgzﬁallv asseasned relstionship
between them, For instance, I often nseﬁ te notice in

rgot&, that Yesri, wother of Snrpal was going avout the

&1
iy

ilTﬂpe fith her Pace unecowmersd, whcen bthere were at least

ok By 3

Lur@@»pﬁrsan& in the village st pught %o heve bsen avoided.
Twe of thean Pevia and Raﬁhlg~war:yauwere very zenior lo her
hughand iats Homla b?dAVL‘ On. inquiry, I lesrnt that her

»

father we wii

&

i tadavi ef ¥snjets, Nathia end Ravls were

friends a il 1like hrathers. Farther her mother and Hoyals

-

tedavi's wife were cisters snd so she was = magl bheida

-

of Kha&&n and was calling Poyde, Fevla #nd 'iathiz as beba

L

even as a cnild, Even eofter her marrisge, zhe ctonitinzed to

addrese them as haba and Yhumen as é@éa}(elder brother).

Bo inspihe of her being = deughter~in-lew of lhe Vakhla

"

.,

. linesge, she wag a daughier and a sister by a hams
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delve guile deep to reconcile the operative sysiem of beha-

viour, with ths pieture he is Jed to expect from his genes-

o
5
g
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el
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i
sibling, their children and nesr relatives could aerive

1,
H
e

thelir reletions io those ver:ens end interalin on ti qi tasig,

Since such E(EE\A? elation doeg rot cayy 2ny exossmous

iﬁju“cbécﬁ with it, srrisge betseen them wmight create
5 situstion vhich am observer might find guite confusing, iut
ob?iauaiy§ it is guite clear to the nil,

Similerly confusion is likely to esrise in 2 sorovsl
polygynous situation, or vhere two sistera trve warrvied fwo
brothera, T i

Later when ibey bocome her own effipes, there is 2 persist-

anicen? the previen adjuetments, Ehmen's farily provides a
. N —

typical situetion of this zort, (Plate X! opp psile )

Zhen Ratnl warried ¥Faniji, her sister Fali ceme to

know the people of Pipergota very well, Fhumen wes kpks 1o

her and ¥enii sud mosh people of his age were caled deds
96 later vhen she married Fhills, o ynu&gev brotrer of
Femji, whe chose not to rerdjust her relalions vith the



to contime as befors, t& t she does not veil her face
@van.fbr‘ﬁhaman har hmebend's father, while her eigter

daes it to most of Faiji's elders except to Hira end his
brothers, Hira's mother snd héer om mother were sisters,

s w

sn they are magl hhald?. mra calls him dads Bive, znd

iving from there, she Gellﬁ humer: by nowe es foke
¥ouman, Trough ehe -covers her face to 211 ihe senior male
members of the Vakhle linespe; her behaviour in other

s fomiliesr and intimezte 2 of =2ny rdaughter of

-"‘b
=

L?

respects, i

fra;

the village, It is well to keep note of these zams

coagiéér“gisn far p“cﬂer understending of the bhil
kinsghip ggstemﬁv_h -
S ¥Iit

then there g the g'aaral problam of brideweslth

snd. 1%s relation to the siabllity of marriage, ves it act

\’3

as o atr@ﬁg éatsrraﬁt to the digselption of marrisge in
termg of the conjugzl relalions =and the jurel Tonds of

_ %érrlag&? S0 far ag I have Y sen able to obmerve, ths bond
between the husbend gnd'wif&_tend to he very weak, sarticu-

t

fots

larly during the carly yearz of marrisge, A women Tinds
rather difficult to roconcile hérself o ber chenge in

Cetatus - from that of & - daughter of the house petted and

f

indulged Ly 11 snd ﬁi&ﬁ%&t§,f@g razgnnsi%iliﬁieg, to that

of a GQ%P?lfe %driened hy the many cares of » houachold
vorking hard from morning to evening and subject to the

unsvpathetic and eritical sopraisal by her affines, During

the firet two or three vears of her life, she is invited to



go aver to her nsial home Irequenily snd stays there for

&

ceﬁsié grable periods of time, ¥orwally neither ner husbend
nor her gffines mind her visite to her neial homs st fivat,

it ps time preses, her hesbend becomes less indulgent, A

;.u
::1'

this stege in their relations, theve would net ke suffic

sdjughinent between them and often Lhe young woman runs s¥sy

to her uatsl home protesting sgeinst his olleged neglect
of her, snd datsnding gifis of new drenses, establer ond

nther tekens of regard for her, »n a condiiion of her relorn

Such tasporary lapses in conjugal velations might oceour

f*

frequenily during the esvly veers of their:

¥ e

fdy

for inslence in the cases of Doli and Engadi, both girle of
ﬁxaerﬁntd. Paii ves angry with her tusbsnd becsuse he wes
.aere.atneativ@ to her elder co-vife and wam neglecting her,

to the extent thai he would moti sven Duy her clothes, o,

till fhe wes given a2t leeat o new dress, Lagedl's prouse 'rg
thei her hushend Vesto, 2 Preaye of Dumke had rurning sores
on both the legs snd she vounld not even henr the aight of

him, So ghe would slmo come over fo her nalrsl home, gpd siny

s

Tor &% =3 long 2 perieod ss she could, zZach lime Yemio or his

¥
i)

elder brother hod o come in personm and ctart shouting at
her kinemen dememding thatl elther she is sent over or ihe
bridewealth paid for her might bé returned, Then she would
£0 with theg, tat would be beck sgein in s few days, There
ere mamerous sveh inslerces where the bride wowld bréak off

conjussl relations with her hosband for coneiderable periods

from 2 dissatisfactinn with her husband or affines, 111
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Future snd tiab she will mot Q@’“&Plﬂ wed fq her lapse;

co-wives together, ind Kanji was spparently glad to heve

£ parlly because she was » good worker and because that
.ve the Vakhles 3 8h opp oriunzey t0 avenge ﬁ emaelves for the

*

insult done by Eer father in Fiurnlp? their gunimany yesrs
HEO o
Sven in = ucm e%, tha husband or his kin do net

tonde, ledia-

fomt

ally ress

C 1

fﬂ? a disgelution of the jurs
iors ere sent to porouade the man to eend her back under the
threat . of reprisal, end aiuﬁﬁats are made to persusde the

¥ -

wmmaa'ﬁersalf to return, promieing ker bet_ar treatment in

%

‘q
o
-y

£ -

she returns, The anger of her affin 3:~3 aore directed

>

"g%iﬁ i mcr zusbzﬂd thav”éﬁgl ét the woman, iue faﬂx&r is

- blamed for hgvinf forced his wifs to anch A perlauq step

as to run away with anot§er~agu, for His 1aabllztg>ia‘kee§

-

8 woman fbr‘wkam mach wealih (mal) has taeen pai&, if ﬁhev

succeed in ﬁat%lnﬂ her back, he is sdwonished publicly by
nis kit and affines 9175@ r take good cnre of her atleast

now and give ner little cauae 10 run awsy,
_' Attitude of 2 kingroup when ons of their ﬁarrled
a%iﬂters elope with an other person is a 1ittle difficult
to omgess, ;hﬁy.certaznly_alaaﬁprove of ner action as too

drastic and gemsrally support. their gffinen by persuading

‘her to %eturn to her husband. Mut ance they r@al e that

saa is bent upon 1ixing with the second person, they are
OQ*ly con oerﬁeﬁ in getting the bridewealth from the seducer

gnd.- trenafer it to her former husband, However, they do net
b . . 2
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That T an trying to establish ie that while conjugsl

relations are freguently brokemn off muorg the Bhils, they
gre temporary for the mositpart end do not resull in a
geversnce of the jursl bonds of marrisge, Sueh a break in
eoniugal relations occur frequently during the eerly vesrs of
marriage snd may be construed zs & part of lhe trsusformation
of the temperaeental end much indulged Bhil maid into 2 hard-
working snd stesdy housewife, Yarrisge geins considerably in
stahllity‘as the time passes and the couple gchieve 8 grester
adjustment to each other and as the family grews with the
birth of meny children,

However, I do motl mesn o imﬁly that divorces ar
infreguent, 0n ithe contrary TY, panmazsr* dissclutions of the
Jursl bondg of marrisge eceur frecuently, whstner becauze the
woman deserhks her hushend for another men or ske just refuses
to be bournd to him any longer, The conzideration thatl bride-
woglih might have to be returnad in that evenl, does not seem

o be powerful enocugh o prevent her from seeking 2 dissolu-

tion, In any cese, her people are nol bound to return it,

3,

except when she ses geis up home with another man, =28 the
dissolulion of jural wonds achieves finality only then, tThis
considerstion that he wmight lese his wife withoul the
certeinty of gmetbing his bridewealth in the near fulure,
pight and usually does act 28 2 poverful motive with the

husbsnd to dissunde his wife from bresking off the bonus of

marrisge, In such an event, it is ibe 'wsband wsho iz nut to
losa, He leses her services ss well ag his sexusl rights in

o
her without getting back even the asmount he had given for her
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28

-4

iven children do not seem to act ss a sufficiently

nowerful deberrent, As I mentioned in an sarlier context,

X

the cnildren are wegned from their wmother ot & fairly
early siege iu 11fe, partly because she haz litile leisure
to levish affections an them, aswi nartly becauze the
children spend wmost of their time oulb of doors with tne
other children of the villags, “henever their perents
separats, the custody of the child resits either with the
father, or with the waternsl unele, Clgims of the latisr
sre the wore dominant particularly when the children ars
yet very young, ~@@#v&r, it ig EX§ecLPé that they may
return to their fatﬂ@r when they ere older, ﬁnly infents
sre ususlly per%ittéﬂ to gowith their mother, if she sbould
degire to fom another éllxsnce. Such emmlirea nay bew
permitted to b&~br¢ug&t up by their step~fzther vhen the
proviéo thet either the father or the maternal uncle have
the right to remove them {rom his custody to their own,
should they feel that tie child's inbterest is best zerved
that way . It may be noted hewever, that even in the case of
girls brought up by her maternsl uncls or fester-psrent,
the rlﬁht to collect her bridewealth for her vests with her
father ov his succeszsor, snd the rights in 1t are distri-
buted among her kin in exactly the same wav as in the cace

's

of = w.ﬁnuﬁ;ter reared up in the normal wsy, by her parente

R T
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