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Shi.Is of Raises! have a polyaeg&entftry social system 
characterised by patrilineal descent and exogamy. Clanship 
is vitiated by excessive segmentation and dispersal. Local 
lineages of seven to eight generations* integrated by bond® 
of extensive social and ritual collaboration and by bond® 
of pollutions form the more significant structures in their 

social system*
The operative group in their social and kinship 

relations is a segment of a lineage three to four generations 
deep end, headed by a living ancestor. In other words, it 
consists of a, man, Ms children, and descendants in the iss:.a 
line end includes the wives of the several adult male members. 
The peculiar feature of this structure is that its depth and 
extension 'are limited by the life-span of the senior 
ancestor. During his life time* the several elementary 
families in the group are draw.together into a closely 
interacting unity under his authority and leadership, The 
mein basis of this unity lies in that they all belong to end 
are units within the family of the ancestor, and so long m 
he lives, must be subservient to Ms leadership and authority. 
The family that comes into being when a man marries, 
continues to function as a unity during his life time, '1 he 
care of domestic and economic relations might shift, m the 
several children grow up end form their own conjugal homes.
But for all social and ritual purposes, the parental family
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continue?? to operate m a significant corporate entity in the- 

comxmliy, iit-h hi® death, the factor® contributing to the 

unify of the several segments are not sufficiently strong end 

the several mns break stay with their respective descendants 

and their wives to for® m many operative groups. Peering in 
mind .ihe principal feature of this group as an aggregate of 

elementary families; operating as a corporate unity under tr.e 
authority of a conwofl ancestor, this may ha referred to a® 

a joint family.
But the Bhil joint family, it may be noted, differ®

%

significantly from -what is usually referred to as a joint 

family by Indian ethnologists and juristsfa large kindred 

group that is usually coresident!*1 and cQ&ssensel end owning 

property in common, Pabh member of such a group has a 

copercanary interest in the property but not & right to 

partition as such. One of the senior members is the head of 

the feasily mi also the manager of the property, rut even he 

cannot alienate or otherwise dispose of the coparcenary 
property or even a portion thereof, except with the ©sprees 

approval of ell the members of the joint family mi even then 
in strict accordance with the particular cod© govermng of 

the joint family inheritance and succession is that region, 
fhe flayabhaga law used to prevail in Bengal while in the 

rest of India, the ftfltakslmra was prevalent. In g&l&h&r, the 

mairilinesl caste® are governed by a system called the 

maruwakkattsywn while the patrilineal caste® are subject to 

the mitskahara law.

cn
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The Bhil joint family-, cm the other hand, is not, 

usually a commensal or cor evidential unit. The basic 
coroaidentitl grou/j is the elementary family comprising of a , 

couple and th®ir unsarriad children, They form the components 

of a single- homestead and also form a unit of commensal 

relations# The mashers of such, a domestic group* cultivate 

the same plot® of land, bring their individual earnings into 

a Gemon pool end generally believe as maafeara of a single 

scoroaie unit* the children grow tip and marry, they 

usually break away from the parents! home* A daughter goes to 
live mih her husband# while a son is given some land and. & 

tow heard© of cattle for his maintenance. He builds himself a 

separate modi (hut) near hla parental homestead and lives 

there with Ms wife, subsisting upon whet he cm produce on 

hi© land and upon his other earnings. It is ospooled that the 

young couple operate as a separate economic unit thenceforth 

and. not depend upon' the parental family any more,

A homestead provides a good basis for the development 

of iniiraafee domestic relations between the several members. 

Since they fonts a single ©ebnsmie unit, there arc usually 

no rivalries between them. They live and eat together and 

as such share a variety of experience in their normal daily 
life, Hvery day, situations arise in plenty, when each member 
has to depend upon the others and has also to collaborate 

closely with the othersf so that the several common objectives 

may be achieved, Coming into frequent contact© with each 

other in their guarded and unguarded moments, they come to
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stronger md soaker joints of eaeh other. Further the very 
feet of their ^ing into close mid sustained contact with 

each other., of participating end collaborating in situations' 

and endeavours of common interest, is likely to xnaideate a 

feeling of soli dan ty and & sense of ’ belonging*, among the 

several members.
The father is the central and dominating person within 

the family. his decisions on all matters relating to the 

inter-relations of the several members end regarding the 
management or the disposal of the property are final and 

binding. He is under m Jural obligations to consult his 
wi£e or children, or to bo bound in any way by their opinions 

In practice hemsver, ft BM1 is rarely a, despot and tries to 
maintain hatraonious relations with the other members of the 

fsssily. A wmm for instance hm very few jural rights in the 

property of her husband and is often scoffed at &s 

incompetent md foolish. Yet she plays a very significant 

role in the economy of her household. She maneges the modi 

ant! the cattle byre, looks after the livestock and sees to 

the marketing of the several dairy products without any inter 
feremce from her husband. She collaborates with him in racist 

of his economic activities, except in ploughing and sewing 

which are regarded as essentially male operations. She weeds, 

manures md harvests the crop with him. She goes to the far 
distant markets, laden with grain end other produce to be 

sold or exchanged for household requirements, such m salt*



doth fee. She often, poos out with hi® to the logging camps
where she cooks far hi® and sometimes works as a partner in
the arduous tasks of charcoal eieoufacture * Thus the relations
between a wm and his wife often tend to be characterised by
ccmr&Urrie and respect for each other. Quite often, a men
Imrrm to depend upon end be guided by tli# judgement of a
ccBipet&tt women iu» his normal day-to-day activities,

There is a considerably high rate of infantile
mortality in this region, from a study of the genealogical
tables in my possession, it would appear that nearly a third
of the children born in a family die within the first two or
three years* This insecurity is probably behind the almost
excessive indulgence of a Bhil parent towards his children
who are allowed to .have their way in practically all respects
In fact m find that one of the major prooccupations in the
ritual life of a Bhil ip his concern for the safety of the

1
children and the continuity of the lineage. Till they are 
about six or seven years of ego, they are not bothered with 
anything, Sven afterwards, only the very light tasks such as 
minding the younger children, taking the calves out for 
grassing ami keeping a watch over the mpdf when their parents 
are sway at work are entrusted, to them, (Midran are expected 
to obey their parents and behave respectfully towards thorny 
especially towards their father. They may not talk obscenity 
or behave-rudely in hia presence, Yet the relations between 
the father ©id children era generally cordial and informal. 
THmally everybody gathers round the fire in the porch of the 
emdi or in the verandah of the byra, exchange news comments
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there is a at rang?-core of authority vested with the father, 

he rarely finds an occasion to exercise it forcefully . bhil 

fathers are very gentle towards their children. Burlap my 

eleven months sojourn among them, there were few instances 
of deliberate harshness towards children, one*s own or of
others-* Affection and mutual goodwill generally characterises

the parent-child relationships and forms one of the principal 

besig of the unity of the joint family.
The members of a domestic group are so intimately 

bound to each other-, that these bonds persist even after 

their moving into separate conjugal units, 1'iaity of the 

sipling group for instance, is strongly developed in t-iil 

kinship as evidenced by the rights and responsibilities vested

in a brother and sister not only towards each other, but in 
each others children as well, Farther ths sibling relation

ship itself is characteristically one of affection ?r-:i uisier- 
gtsnding. While an -elder sibling in equated with the parents 

end no should be respected and obeyed, still the authority is 

not sufficiently well-defined to make for super-ordination 

or subordination in their relations.

n

from the above discussion* the basis of trie uni by of 

the joint family should now be clear. This structure may be. 
seen as an instance of the. parent-child relationship persist

ing m& extending rifh all He r&siflections beyond, the
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domestic unite-, there is a break in the commensal relatione. 
But in etfcar respect©* the solidarity of the fgaily is 

little impaired, for ere thing, control and authority over 
the land-holdings continue to be nested in the father, the 

allocations? of land and cattle mad® at the time of a eon*a 
n&rrisge in generally a tentative arrangement for the 

latter1 a nubsiotance. A father may give him some more land 

•as-Mb family grows in a m,m or even ink© away a portion of 

what ia given to hiia with a view to make a Dora balanced 

diatrihutioa merest all hiz cons or to 12.0ko provision for a 

distressed daughter or a sister who has returned to her natal 

family for subsistence. At ony time during hi a life iiia®, he 

ha* tho right to dispone- of his property m he wills, so long 

as h© is not grossly unjust or partial to any of his children. 
"Share there in a discard between bis several son© or a 

conflict between 'himself and m& of his sons, ha nan ask ona 
of the parties to the conflict or his offending son to leave 

the tillage and nettle in another village where setae 

provision is oade for him. A deliberate challenge to his 

authority might often result in the offenders being 

temporarily dispossessed of their lands. The late iadavi 

Heasla of Pipcrgota and his son Hnrpal could never get on 
with each other, the letter wan indolent, lray sod given to 

©xcoftsivc drinking. At © fairly early stags, it was clear that. 

•Sun.) el would never be a credit either to hi a village or to 
hi® family, Ho Hernia asked him to get out of the village
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aoi live best be could, by his mm labour* So long m 
Somala wear alive, Surpal was lining with his maternal uncle 
&t MXekund* $asle did not send for him even when he was 
dying but requested. ihummi * his fattier* a brother* a son to 
take over'the heedmsnnhip. Surpal was later invited to be 
the headman by journals'and other members of the Yakhle 
liaesgt, :who wanted to give him mother chance. But that is 
besides the point* In another ease, which recently happened 
in Alindra, fjerdnii * the only daughter of late Pohansingh* 
returned, to her natal village Alindra, eith her husband and 
two children. There had boon famine for a number of years 
successively in Sanlekund whore they lived, and so she ceme 

to seek the assistance of her natal kin. In the moantime, 
Mohansir^h* s lands had been divided amongst Bangle and Punki - 
two children of a deceased brother, they were asked to make 
over a 'third portion -of their- respective landholdings for 
Gengudi. they were unwilling to comply* But Hoy.ala as the 
head of their family, was firm on this point end ultimately 
they had'to give iqi a portion of their land.

There is yet another factor which contributes to the 
unity of the joint family. BMls marry very young, generally ■ 
their ego at marriage will "be about fourteen to sixteen for 
bey% and eleven to thirteen for the girls, Bhil children are 
brought up very affectionately and with a low sense of 
responsibility, As a. result, they are not usually adequate 
to shoulder the ttm responsibility now thrust upon them. As 
a matter of feet, the boy will have learnt little but tae 
rudiments of cultivation* H® has to learn a good deal more,
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help end assistance, Kven so tdtji the girl. hbile she i® 

relatively better equipped than her husband and is able to 

cook, take care of the entile# etc, nh& still doea not have 
the murage eno\?gh to manage a wedl by herself, Thus in 

practice the young couple are very much dependent upon the 
parental family far aid and guidance.

Their homestead is usually built is the close vicinity 

of the parental one, and the young people ere looked after 

by the father and other relatives# who advise and assist 

them whenever required. As the boy gains more experience 

and confidence# Ms dependence decreases. But -cooperation 
with the other members of the joint family continues 

unimpaired under the leadership of the father, So long as 
he is alive# the several sens go to him# sit in his byre 

end discuss the events of the day or the pronpocU of 

harvest for the current season mi. for the next, $M seek 
his advice cm their problems*. They help each other in 

their normal agricultural activities such os ploughing# 

sowing and harvesting, there the quality of their land - 

holdings very considerably# they might even jointly 
cultivate then and share the harvest equally anong themselves, 

so that no individual read suffer a loss, Grain is given 

freely to a needy mmhm of the joint family. It is usualIv 
returned, hut neither party considers it as & loan rb such.

Thor© is close collaboration between the members 

of a joint family m ceremonial and ritual occasions, such



ftfc a marriage or a big ritual undertaking like Judraj. 
Irrespective of. whose daughter or son is being married, or 
who is sponsoring the ritual* iho father takes the lead in 
organising the available resources, duties are apportioned 
aiKorg the several members and' contributions are given by 
all to augment the resources of the sponsor and to sake the 
undertaking a success, Even where there is a conflict between 
particular members, the feuds are suspended for the duration 
of the emergency and everybody works in harmony for the 
prestige of the telly.

In ell its external relations, the family acts as a 
unity and id represented by the father whether in the settle
ment of disputes, negotiations for alliances or any other 
cermonial oceasi on involving the entire family, wien a 
girl of the Joint family is married, the bridewealth is given 
through him and it is also received through him when a son 
is teeing- married on ritual, occasions, in the village when a 
the sacrificial, stoat'is distributed among all the members of
the village, the basis-of distribution is not the chul 

the ghar symbolising the joint- telly. Ym portions are (hearth) -symbolising the domestic group, but$§ive» to the
head of cadi such group for distribution among the several
mashers
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A few words ssay he said about the Bhil homestead 
itself here, the nucleus of the homestead xa the asedi. a 
crude structure of timber' frame with walla of bamboo 
plastered .over with a mixture of cowdusg and clay - a mirtur*
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favoured all over Feasant India for plans taring the wall and 
flooring, for its alleged cooling and insecticide 
properties, -The medi has two floors - it io really a hut, 
shout 10-15 ft,long and 16-20 ft.wide, built on a platform 
of timber piles. Upper portion forms the living room and 
the space below is enclosed on all sides with a door set in 
front end the cattle are housed here at night. Thus a modi 
is a combination cattleehed-hut structure. In this region, 
where cattle are frequently stolen a family gains in 
security by keeping the cattle below the living rooms - any 
disturbance mmig thm is easily felt by the people above. 
Often, during winter, one or two persons sleep in this 
shed, wans with the breath of many animals.

The upper floor or the modi proper consists of just 
a single apartment, Heals are cooked, on a hearth at one and. 
One usually finds in this -apartment a rotary atone quern, 
8«e two or three large baskets and mud-plastered baskets 
for storing grain and a tin trunk or two containing most of 
their valuables, - ©Id land-deeds, cash, ornaments, clothes 
and their guns, arrows, bows, &c. Hearer the entrance, in 
the for# part, of the room are two or three sleeping 
platforms. Sutrercc to this room is being made through a 
wife open platform at front, gained by means of & ladder.
The living room is the special preserve of the woman. She 
works here, receives her husband also usually sleeps here, 
with her very young children, hone except her children end 
her husband may go up the ladder without her permission, 
which is not usually accorded to male visitors except when 
the husband io at home, for obvious reasons.



4 modi in soma ways symbolises a single elementary 
family* Only ono married <veeaan can inhabit it and any other 
woman means a restriction on the privacy of her sexual and 
domestic affaire, In fact# each ’rife in a polygynous family 
is entitled to her modi> even if the eowives ere sisters.
In such an event, a single homestead might contain two or 
more media* However* the presence of im media does not 
usually Imply a bifcreation of the cattle, granaries# or other 
economic end domestic interests of the family of the father, 

is the family grot®, end the herds increase# other 
structures may develop, tm more usually found is the? byr* 
(gfaarl* a long singlc-fstoried and gabled hut. It hee usually 
two portions, a large room, covering more than, two thirds 
the width of the hut and running its entire length, with a 
long covered verandah running its entire length in the 
front (Fig.I& in PI,"3.') * It is built usually parallel to the 

lengthwise as© axis of the aedl* end slightly to the front, 
m that the ©pen verandah lies along the side of the modi. 
and whosoever will be sifting in the verandah will h&vc an 
unrestricted commend of the modi and Its porch, The general 
plan of the byre and its normal position in the homestead 
has been indicated fully in FI .tv given opp.p, ^v-}. Ihe byre 
Is essenfitlly a structure for housing cattle# bh/ough the 

verandah is weed as a sitting room, where the family spend 
moat of their leisure hours, and where the visitors may be 
entertained without mnbarassiog the inmates of the madi to 
mj extent.

Often the platform in front of the medi is extended to
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give additional storing space, All the space -is- enclosed by 
the medi and the ghar is fenced off with a margin of about- 
2-3 feet on all aides, Another feme is often 'made to 
connect the anterior 'wall of the modi to the outer fence in 
front# to fens an extended vada for the cattle, as may he 
mm clearly in plgh*. 'representing a schematic sketch of 
the homestead of Boy old of Alindra. Koyala has about seventy 
cattle, twenty to twenty five goats end a large number of 
fowls, In the enclosure of the taedi. about thirty cattle heads 
are housed, while in the byre itself there are some thirty five 
to forty, Calves are separated from the adults and penned 
in the space beneath,trie modi, lost they should, be trampled 
upon or get hurt in the frequent fights of the adult animals, 
Poyala is one of the more well-to-do Bhil peasants in 
Hstam&X villages, anti so his homestead is a little bigger 
than the others,. But the general lay out is typical of the 
well-settled homesteads in this region.

The sis© and the components of the several residential 

units among the Vakhlas of Pip ergot a md the Bhurias of 
Alindra have been in smm genealogical charts given along
side these account (PlatesVn/ a. ). An examination of these 

charts, reveals that even in polygysous units with two or 

more wives, the number of children does not exceed six for 
instanc©, in the ease of K human of Pipergota the component 

sseem to be about four or five and not infrequently it' is 
as low as two or throe per homestead, I have sufficient 
evidence to believe that nearly 30 percent of the children

•v

that are bom die within the first two years of their life.
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ansi! wonder than that the Bhils are ao preoccupied even in 
thoiy ritual life with having more children and safeguarding 
those that are horn,

Normally, the members of a homestead form © single 
elstaentary or poly^mous telly. Sometimes there might be 
living with theta © son or daughter of a wife from a previous 
union. He grows up with them and goes back to his agnatic 
telly when he becomes m adult, though it sometimes does 
not happen. Frequently, a sister’s son or a wife’s brother 
might come to stay with the family m a more or less 
permanent member. And frequently in a large homestead with a 
few children, there might be one or two halls (agricultural 
labourers) staying with the family for the duration of the 
agricultural season, In any case, the human component of a 
typical homestead consists of some two or three adults with 
probably three or four children. So mm the sis© of a 
domestic unit is conducive to its development into a very 
well-knit group, >

I?

We shall now consider briefly the kinship of the 
Bhils and the light it sheds on their family life. The 
terminology is clabsificatory. Certain terms indicating 
’brother elder and younger’’younger or elder sister*, son 
and daughter ©re used in a clsssifieatory sense, as also the 
terms for father’s elder and younger brothers, father’s 
sister, mother’s brother end sister. With the father (bah)



208

&re equated,*- Mb brothers, and laale collaterals in the eghstlc 
line of descent. Among thaa, the distinction of the elder end 
younger in relation to the father is kept up. All their 
sisters ar© indicated by a single tens phui» The principle 
of the unity of generations is markedly present in the system, 
m indicated.' by the above. Further all their children are 
equated with one* 8 em sibling group, and arc referred to by 
terms indicating sinter, younger or elder (bun and life!) 
and brother younger or elder (bh'ei and dedal. All their

(JA.C-

childrenAeged« equated nith orient? om children>in that all 
of them fo«n a sibling group (hhaitla), rut sister's children 
are distinguished; collectively ivcm brother's children?real 
or cl© saifi eatery (thanei and baliis), l-lach generation forms 
a unity - * sibling group (bfre-tda), Similarly with the, 
maternal kin, The terms for mother's brother asm mother’s 
sister is elaesificatory again md includes all the aether's 
sibling, real and elas®i£ieatery. But the equation in the 
succeeding generations extends only to the children and the 
son's children of the mother's full siblings, the children of 
one*s mother's full siblings- ere equated ?4th one's own 
sibling group awl are considered as bhaida.

Further, while a distinction is kept up between the 
paternal and maternal kin in the parental generation, this 
distinction is net continued in the grant!-parental and 
other higher generations., Male .relatives on both the paternal 
md maternal ffide of the thirds fourth ascending generations 
and beyond, are referred to by a tens indicating a grand
father (moto-boh) while- their wives and sisters ere
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indicated by a single terra signifying a grand mother. And 

this is reciprocated in that' the ter® nata?si«nifying a grand 
child is applied to thd daughter*s children as rail es to 

the children of the sons, their great grand children through 

either daughter or son, etc* within a generation, the alder 

end the younger ere kept distinct and also of the sex of the 

person concerned* However, the some terms are used whether 

it is a mm or s women speaking*
The? mein ersphssi s ie however on the agnatic lineage* 

as is indicated in the use of certain tense indicating 

rasrriag© lints* The tom vehn signifying a daughter-in-law 
is used to indicate the wives of the junior members in one’s 

own generation* and the wives of all the ml os in the 
succeeding generations of kin* Similarly, the term iwasi 

is used to inrlioata the husbands of all the kinswomen junior 

to the person speaking* Further* . these terms are used to 

indicate the people who have come by marriage into the 

agnatic lineage of one’s spouse. Incidentally, this arrange* 

ment of the terms also indicates indirectly the positional 

equation of the junior siblings,-real or claeaificatoxy with 
the filial generations* Similarly and reciprocally we find 

the senior siblings of either sex positionally equated with 
one’s parental group, This arrangement is however most 

clearly demonstrated in the toms used for the senior 
siblings 6f one’s spouse - hahra and baht*, which ere the seme 

used for father-in-law and teofher-in-law respectively but 

qualified'by prefixes cladio and oat la. respectively.

The terra dad a signifying an elder brother is used





frequently to indicate the grandfather* But the tense for 
their wires air© quite distinct* I-Imre not been able to find 
a satisfying explanation for this type of an arrangement.
But this would Bern to indicate in some degree a unity of 
the alternate; generations* Ihile there is a sharp definition 
of authority in the proximal generations and the relationship 
is asymetrieel , the relationship between the grand-parent 
aid the grand-child is mrked; less by authority and more by 
friendship*; The behaviour between them tend to be loss 
formal and mors intimate* they represent the two ends of the 

fesily unity of a family, the mw 'which in dying and iha 
other which is growing- up,*

It way be noted here that tbs ’ cousinage* ia treated 
as a unity* ill the kindred of one*s om generation are 
regarded'm a unltvrbhaldgu Thsrs is-no distinction into 
cross end pored lei cousins, thus negating the possibility of
a cross eousdn fans of sisrriege inspite of the many reports 
of its occurane© till recently,

i

All .the | kin whether fro® the paternal or maternal line
■ ; -i

fora ©nets nsi. fhe maternal kin are distinguished as
j , , ;

forming m xanhal (lit* the house,of the mother)-. Here again, 
the relationship is kept up in the male line only through the 
mother*® brother’s children cmd descendants in the male line* 
Hescendent81 of one’s mother’s sisters or one’s uterine kin 
end the descendants of the mother’s brother*s daughter are 
not reckoned ih the mohal. further* a man is related to his 
wife’s egn.ntic lineage* .Here again, the relationship extends 
through, the wife’s mother to her brother and sister but not to
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ih® rest of her natal lineage* All the others are referred 
to simply m a a relative by marriage.

There are certain other general features of this 
system. Jmsmg one*# kindred group, those members junior to 
the ego in the seas or in the succeeding generation may be 
addressed only by name. But those senior to the ego -nay be 
addressed only by the particulars relationship tors. 
Occasionally this is. waived' in the ease of an elder brother 
#xere the .age difference-id' net considerable* Affirm or 
those related to ''the- lineage by carriage, who are usually 
addressed by .a im indicating *& relative by marriage*, 
as yeval (mm) or rev©! (woman) ♦ when the persons are of an 
equal status, and- as a ton) when he is a senior in 
ago end, status* ,4 person" who has married into the linoegs 
issy not' usually be addressed by wo, but either by relation
ship tops or by Ms Man nm® as Parser, Damor, etc*

In a number of «gya» the terminology of the Bbil 
bears a correspondence to the Masai system m analysed and 
stated by Prefeseov Badeliffs-Brom - aparticularly in its 
emphasis mm the unity of the agnatic lineage whether in 
the arrangement with one’s om agnatic group* in one’s 
relatione with the ©sternal lineage or with the agnatic 
lineage of one’s wife, She entire group of relatives are 
divided into certain basic categories-(1) his agnatic 
group .of relatives belonging to his own lineage, (2) 
hie other. cognates - descendants of those wanes of his

’ ' i

lineage *foc fere Me father’s sisters or his owi, in the
! I

.©el# line*1- (iS) bis .h^ga - kimmm of his \rife or those men



•who have married into his lineage, and finally those who 
are not directly related to hits, hut are either the cogasiet 
or 8$fines, ©f those who are directly related to hi®, and 
who just; go under the vague terra haK&~Bftcibandhi. Ihera are

ino regular patterns of behaviour associated with the laet
, \

class of relatives* ©scept as dictated by particular 
circumstances*

?

may now briefly consider some of the. salient 
aspects of Bhll marriage before going over to a discussion 
of their kinship* As stated elsewhere,Bhil clans are 
erogenous, i*e* ns person say marry another who is of the 
sis# clan end shares, the seme clan-nano, however genealo
gically remote such a person sight be* Further, there are 
certain other lineages which-also lie within the scope of 
'this exogenous principle* For instenco, a person may net 
marry another from the natal; lineage of my of his 
encestressos {in the direct agnatic line) opto seventh 
generation, wherever such a relationship is capable of being 
established gen ealogi sally * i.e. the natal lineages of one* a 
mother, father*a mother, father’s father’s mother, etc,etc* 
Such lineages are referred to'.as raohsi (the mother’s house) 
of a- person- and hence entering inside the prohibited 
categories ©f rearriage,

further, wherever there is a tradition of an 
ancestor having boon adopted or fostered by ® member of 
another lelan, their respective lineages are regarded as



fraternal Simula Vekhla, m orphan was adopted and.
trought up W Jiuht** the then Bhuria chief of Alindra,The 

descendants of Juba form the dominant lineage in Alindra 
today* while most- of the descendants of Kami a are concentra
ted in Pip*r$pta« To this day* the two lineages look upon 
each other as her brothers and as such* exoganoun, They 
collaborate v®ry closely on numerous social end ritual 
occasions and operate in other respects too as members of 
a local dossaunity, incite of their* being far removed from 
each other spatially, the village Bfcuvara* with 
lying between them, Significantly enough, far closer rela
tione e:dst between ilindra and Pipergeta then between 
either of them and Bhuvara*. tether* where two individuals 
are born from the same mother but- out of different msrrisges, 
their,respective lineages are regarded as fraternal line
ages * because of the original foster relations that bound 
tbir respective ancestors. As such they era mutually 

owogamons.
Ihcogssy is strictly enforced. There is little darker 

of the clan erogfisy being violated out of ignorance, for one 
of the first things a person, .'learns of any other person he 
comes into, contact are his -clan affiliations. But 
the uterine ties and foster relationships are often spatially 
dispersed and-are not celarly discernible at the outsat* 
specially to the younger people. So it often happens that a 
young couple will have even eloped md only when their 
respective parents seek each other out to resolve the matter,
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do they become m&-r® of their ties. Such m affair c®6 to 
pass in a nearby Tillage, when I mm in Alindrs, A girl end

i

a bay met each other while gathering the savrs berries is 
the jungles of Ratsmsnl. Lator in a few days* they had 
bo come fast friends ami. reluctant to go back to their 
respective homes* eloped to the boy* s maternal uncle in 
Jholio. It was later found that she belonged to one of the 
mo halo of the boy* 'There waa.'-a considerable excitement over
the elopement and everybody .tried to persuade thorn to 
separate as their’s teas an incestuous relationship which 
bode good loijmm* But the young couple were- firm in their 

resolve to die together rather than live apart, 1 believe
they would have been put to death without the least 
eompunetu. at ion but for the restraining influence of Soy ala 
and alsd because of the presence just then in the neighbour

hood of a Police Inspector, In the end they were driven
|

away fits the village, X heard later that they are working 
in ihePeo.i mines at Shivrcjpiir, where their antecedantc 
are not town,

Normally ifie alliances arc negotiated by the kindred 
arty, When a parent hears of a suitable 
he sends, -some of Mb affinea to negotiate

group®- of either 
girl for. hie mn

mediator! on their 
match, Whenever a

the alliance. They go there, broach the matter with a
aide, and. fix up the preliminaries of the 
proposal for, an alliance is received, the

father of the bride refers it to the head of the family, 

who in turn takes the decision after duly consulting the



members of bis egenatie lineage and other members of the 
local community. As they are all likely to be brought into 
affinal relatione with the family with which the alliance is 
proposed, they have a right to satisfy themselves that the 
f anally has good traditions of hasp liability, honesty and 
t&riftinecs, Once they approve of the proposal, a date in 
fixed when the boy’s father and his party may cose to 
formalise the negotiations and be a party to the bethrotbal. 
On the appointed day, the boy*a kinsmen go over to the girl’s 
residence with food and liquor for their hosts and presents 
of cloth for the girl, Mediators again get together end 
finalise the amount of bridewealth to be paid, the ornaments 
to be given to the bride and other details, Then the girl 
is called in to be seen formally and approved, and, is 
presented gifts of clothing, etc, by her new parent-in-law. 
with this coromony, the proposed alliance becomes an 
established fact,

Marriegc itself may take place after the girl has 
retched the age &f menstruation* she continues to stay <ith 
•her natal family. But already some of the jural rights over 
her £«%«$ fsgf&ty-. have passed on to the kingroup of her 
bethrothed. If any harm should befall her or she should clone 
with another person, her father and the mediators arc eneror- 
able to her would-be affines. During the interim period, 
presents of cloth etc* are sent to the girl and she is 
visited occasionally by the younger women of her affianced 
home.

Once presents are given and affinal relations are



established, the bride’s kin are treated to fee food and 
liquor brought over by the bridegrooms kin;who than return 

to their village. A fern days later, the boy is sent to 
the home of his bride to get acquainted with his affines. dr: 

this ocession, be carries with him some money (enal as a 

gift to his bride’s mother. On this occasion, she herself 

nerves him a meal of sweet porridge, rice and vegetablen. ■h 
enu is left beneath fee plate for her to find it when 

cleaning it. Once this gift is accepted, the bethrothal 

ceremony is complete, fee ami gift muy be interpreted m a 

tacit reco^iition.of the mother’s right over the girl and *v 

an attest to compensate her for the severance of ties at 
the marriage. Incidentally this is the last time she gppesro 

before fee bey with her face uncovered or addresses him by 

his personal name. From that day onwards, they ere required 

to behave with circumspection and formality towards each 

other, ae befitting their new relationship.

Once fee enu is accepted, the alliance may not be 

broken off under any circumstances, as to do so9would be an 

insult to the bridegroom’s kingroup. However, this occasion

ally occurs, usually on the plea that the boy is a veateling. 
sick or in other ways unlikely to be a suitable match for 

the girl, fee real reason might often be a discontent over 

the amount of bridewealth agreed upon or another proposal 

likely to be more beneficial, Ihtch excitement is caused by 

such occuranees,resulting usually in a loos of goodwill 

between the two lingroups concerned, md there is always a



possibility that the girl might be abducted oven at the rick 

of bloodshed, further such occurancee are considered a ragtier 

for ahme fob the girl’s kingronp ©r for the entire local 

community, Indirect pressure to desist from such action 
usually comes forth from the &ffines of the bride’s kingroup, 

At any rate, very few suitor© are prepared to accept a bride 
with such a background,, for fear of reprisals from the 

rejected suitor or his kingroup,

I5arrisge itself tokos place usually early in ausnier* 

after the harvest is in and the people are relatively at esse, 

All the while the boy’s parents would be making up the amount 

of the dej (bridewealth) to be paid, when they go for 

carriage,' The savings of a number of year®, together with 
the proceeds of the sale of the harvested crop that year, go 

into it and m is the usual practice in my major ritual or 
social undertaking involving a good deal of expense, the 

several relatives and affine© and the local cmammity all 

contribute their mite to sieke up the amount. Usually, a 

deficit would fee there, and where the a®cunt of dei agreed 

upon is usually high, it might be as much as 30-40 percent. 

However, such deficits do not worry the Mills, It in very 

rarely that the del in over paid in full or all in cash, 

Usually, only a-part of it ia given at the time of siarrisge, 

the rest being given subsequently^*often in instalments over a 
number of years .and/or cossmted partly in terms of cattle, 

Tai® practice is so common, that even the bride’s kin do not 
expect to be given the del ail at one time or all in cash.



It is almost a convention that the bridal pexiy arrives for 

the marriage with a heavily short deTi and strive to the very 

last moment to reduce the amount of bridewealth end to .viva 
as much of it as possible in cattle. Clenerally a considerably 

reduced del is given in the end*
Usually, the bridal party time their arrival at the 

bride*s residence to just an hour or two before sunset, \-my 
are met near the boundary of the- village by the bharadari'iva 

(mediators) on the bride’s side and taken to a spot somewhat 

removed from but facing the bride’s residence, where they 

oil stop for the time being. Th® younger people occupy them

selves in singing and dancing, while'the senior male mentors 
of the bridal party are escorted to the bride’s residence 

•risers ell the bride’s relatives nod the local community are 
assembled to receive the tiejL If the satire s&aunt agreed 

upon is paid, then the marriage ceremonials start straight 

away, They start preparing food for the,visitors on one side, 

•?hile the headman and the other elders . f the'local communixy 

set out to receive the bridal party aid formally conduct 

them to the marriage booth.

If on the other band, a full rnsount of the bridewealth 

is not forthcoming, the bridegroom*s people are treated 

with deliberate rudeness and contempt as people who cannot 

keep their word. "Ho?; could they come for the marriage 

without- the full amount? hid they suppose that girls arc so 
abundant that they would be given away as gifts?* And so on. 

Everybody would to® speaking at once end usually the 

attempts'of the mediators to make them listen to rhs.t the



visitors want to say, *r© unheeded, Since such a response is 

more or less a convention, the bridal party take it- all 

e*ildly. they go back to their camp, to mit for their hosts 
to calm, 4ien the actual negotiations mid hailing start.

After the first two or three hours, everybody gets ■ 
tired of affirming repeatedly,'that the girl will not be bended 

over unless the full amount is paid on the spot and start 
listening; to the mediators who are all the while trying to 
convince the® of the siigpm,that results iron the marriage 

falling through at this stage, over a question of money and 

■pleading that they should take the mount being offered at 

the moment and then come to an agreement about;the balance.

At first,; the bride’s father would b© abstinaie - *Hew do 

they know, that these people will pay the balance later on? 
Ones they get bh© girl, on© may fee sure that they would not 

fee in a hurry to pay the balance”, etc.etc. Really speaking
i t*

they have; little option but accept the advice of the 

mediators, for one thing, the latter is usually an affine 

possibly a daughter* s husband, and is entitled to mm® 

consideratios. ’Shen h@ offers to fee parent#© for the balance 

of the bridewealth and they refuse to pay heed to him, he 
may take lit an insult, Thera is every possibility of a 

serious rift developing in their personal relations, if they 
do not accept- it. ifeeently Fealo VaKhla of Alindra ^as 

segotiaiing an alliance for Ms wife’s sister (hall), Am
l

had been paid and the marriage was to take place Ister. cut 

in the meantime the match was broken off by her father who
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wanted to'contract an alliance with another person who w&« 

prepared to p»y a higher bride price. Pernio protested, B.ror 

the-sake of a few wore rupees* you ere now spoiling ay 
prestige.;! i?ow will X he able ho face those people again 

after this?* But his father-in-law seems to have been rude 

to him. As ‘a result, Feed a lies broken all social relations
r

mtfa Ms father*io~l«w* whenever his wife visits her natal 

village, she goes alone, Kveo her children are not allowed 

to go with her. Me enm told me, "For my wife’s father, a few 

rupees mean more than tay good name, then then, let him go 

his way, ant 1 go mine,®
Secondly, it leaves s permanent blot on ike Tillage 

if a people who case for an el Hanes mre sent back hungry
empty handed and bitter, because they could not pay the full

I
del all at once, It speaks badly of the local eorsamiiy feat 
they lot such a thing come to pass. ¥eyy few people would be 
prepared to soak or accept alliances with a, village so lack

ing in courtesy, adjustment and hospitality, and who put 
mmj above everything else. These two considerations - that 

the bhangiadia should not suffer a ’loss of face’ ami that 
the village should not be discredited, are powerful incen

tives for; the angry father and other relatives of the bride
i

to accept a compromise. They are often very truculent and 

sometimes the tedavi of the bride’s village might himself 

have to intervene on behalf of the visitors and stand 
guarantee for the balance of the bridewealth. In on© case, 

the bridal party had to remain all night in the open, hungry



i^a cold, Ashen dsan broke, they decided that it mz not worth
i

waiting mj longer and' were about to go away, when the 

mediator on their aide vsm again called in arid discussion 

started m to how and whan' the balance of bridewealth would 

'm paid, generally soma cattle would to® to be handed over 

immediately in part-payment of the balance and the rest paid 
in insislsgcmia over two or three years, 'ihero would be mme . 
altercation m to what proportion of the bridewealth is pay
able in cattle, and also about the ©valuation of the cattle 

themselves, But these are minor points end are usually
i

settled quickly by the two mediators themselves,
,4t this stage, the elders of the bridegrooms kin ere

■called ini, Whatever they have to offer, is accepted and &
i

day is named for the handing over of the first, instalment of 
ihe balance of bridewealth* Then the pipes tmd druse are given

t

the signal to play, wotob of either party begin to sing 

.marriage songs m& start getting ready for the formal recepi ion 
of the visitors by the -hosts, The tadavi (headman) himself
heads’ the receiving party and ceremonially conducts the bride- 
groom to the marriage bootb, .The rest of the marriage

i

ceremonial is vary single and. everything is finished is ab?ut 
half dm hour or so* Tee new affines are then treated to a
feast by the bride* s kin and era sent away on their return

!

journey with ©very nark of courtesy and friendliness, Sfce 
bride's kin led by the tariavi himself escort them to the

boundary .of the village, where they all stop and dene© for
soia© time, Thm the two parties take formal leave of each

i
other* The bride is not sent with thorn ismediately, but goes
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there the next so mire escorted 'by one or two kinsmen, who 
leave har!‘in her new hose, sleep the night there and come away 
the nest morning. The residence is virilocel, but it takas 
some time;for the bride to get adjusted to her new home and 
surroundings, mi, she tends to feel somewhat' lonely. So, 
during the early days of her married life, she frequently

t
visits her natal home* Mar brothers reel or elascificatory, 
come over to take her over and her husband goes over toI
escort her back again. As time passes and she is core settled, 
her visits* tend to be less frequent and of shorter duration, 
till a final level ©f adjustment is reached, thus there is 
no abrupt break in the solidarity of the natal family. 
Transition from the natal to the conjugal home is'a gradual

process.
However, there is no complete severance of ties with 

her natal family. She continues to have considerable rights 
in her natal faaily. and can always return t© it, should ins 
eirewhstsneos so warrant.

Frequently the younger people themselves tale the 
initiative in choosing their males and often face the parents 
with a fftit*a.ccaBmli. They have plenty of opportunities to 
meet cads other and to spend time in each other’s company 
in the normal course of their daily life. Yeung boys end girls 
are generally entrusted wita the responsibility of gracing 
the cattle and looking after them, By mid clay, -all the boys

i
usd girls of the village converge with their cattle, towards 
a particular glade- near the stream,where the cattle rest in
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i

the shad© during th© hoi mid-4&y and ih© young people spend 

time talking, discu: sing ih© local ©vents or playing gases, 

tie© of friendship develop out of theaa midday gatherings» ©a 

also rivalries and antipathies guang th© several individual 

cowherds, jAs they got older, some of the young mm end ©omen 

might even fall in love mth each other. In such cases, if 

they are wot very sure of p©rental approval of their choice, 

they elope leaving the parents to deal vdth the oituatioc as 

heat m they css. Of course, since the people of a village 
are generally aware of fheir mutual kinship statu®, no 

incestuous relations are likely to develop,
Kore frequently, young people from different villages 

come to knoii each other during fairs and festivals and on 

occasions: of marriage &c» Generally much hilarity end mixing; 
characterise such occasions and the young people of both 

th© se&ea have plenty of opportunities to meet, talk, or even 

develop affinities v/ithout drawing much attention on them

selves. Whether because they -fear that their parents might
I

not approve or possibly 'because they arc impatient of the 
long; projector© involved ih formal negotiations and the boy* a

I

father usually requires css© time to get together the daj, 
they elope. Their flight is usually covered up by their 

friends give them a good start, lest they should be over
taken on;the way md forcibly separated by their, irate 

parents.;

Abduction of handsome girls is quite a frequent
I

occurence, %<m a man sanies a girl, but is not sure of hie 

•suit, being favoured either by their parents or by the girl.
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he might decide to kidnap her and thus fore© the-issue.kith «. 

smll but trusty band of friends, he keeps note of her sk> re
sents end waylays her at a lonely spot. Frequently girls go to 

faraway weekly markets for supplies, attended by just a few 

young me&«;'Canally everybody would be tired and carrying heavy 

loads on their return journey, dine® men are generally 

impatient of the slow gait «f the girls who needs oust stop 

every now;and then to catch their breath# they would generally 

be souse way off, and would not be able to go to their rescue 
iisrosdlately, specially in those steep hilly areas where 

ssabueh and escape in relatively easy and rescue very difficult- 
It is the'suitor who dashes forward, and catches the girl by

i

her hmd and assisted by a couple of friends, hurries her 

along gnashing, beating m& half carrying the struggling girl, 
and make for the nearest jungle, their friends meanwhile 

grapple with the others,fighting a rearguard action, gradual

ly retreating or drawing the par-suit in an entirely different 

direction;, Jithri, a liranddaugfeier of lioysla, m,n abducted 
about tU; years ago, 1 was in that village at that time and 

wss aMe to secure a detailed account of the incident, about 

six girls- accompanied toy Bhulya and PcsjIq had been to the 
weekly market at Bfcabra, they were returning, with heavy 

loads op the!y heads. Both Bhulya and Pernio carried bows, 
tout unslwng on .their backs. Just m they emaa to a. long and

i

very* steep back that constitutes the first end the meet
i

tiresome stage ©f the ascent to the plateau of listers®! from
i

the west,;- they met 'another party of young men from Jholio,



mm® of isihm they knew siightly * All mm arsedjnoihipg 

unusual «t that t-iae of the day-end in that heavily wooded 
hilly tract, and explained that they were on their way t©

H stall to! visit soma affines* They all rested at the foot of
t

ilia long rise (known locally an the tobenfe or the buffalo 

hack) smd: shared some pipes of tobacco* Then the Alindra 

party got op and started on the ascent first. Miulya and
i

Pernio wore leading,, and the girls mm straggling behind. 

Ehnlya had just come in view of the flat, when he heard
• i

shouts from 'below. Me r;as at first inclined to ignore the® 

as were pranks of the girls*, Then he rersasdaared the strangers 

mid dropping the bundles, rushed down the steep side with 

Paale* Me t?©8 just in tiao to see the girls laughing and 
sereesifjg hysterically, raliost3.y throwing atones at the 

rearguard of the. abductors, who aeon disappeared down a 

fault* Bhulya latter or. said# Wwe were all tired and could 

mi toe fast enough,, Tm were only two against half a dozen 

of them m that even if we had overtaken thesi, it would 

have been of little .avail , further how could m leave these 

girls alone in that dangerous spot7when it was getting to be 

evening? a 'then Mamie csbss up froas behind thea and caught 
Jithri, the other girls wars so scared that they too might m 

caught pud they ran in all directions* The abductors had an 

mny time.

.Under such circunaatances, the girl is not taken t© 

any relative* Abduction is a criminal offense mid no sensible 
Bhil would like to get involved* So they take- her to a hide-



out in the jungle? .previously stored with food, etc. whore''the 
couple may remain hidden for weeks, if nscoesaxy* until the 
matter has been settled satisfactorily at the parental level 
and there;la little danger of their being separated, 'Airing 
this period of enforced seclusion, tbs boy generally wcos 
the angry;and humiliated girl, fey declarations of regard, 
cajoling end peering judiciously, of course, she is warned 
of dire consequences should she even try to escape or in any 
way try to- attract the attention of any possible passerby*
AuS Usually a good understanding is reached and the girl is 

usually sequiscent, by the time they could emerge, where the 
girl proves obdurate ©mi develops m antipathy for her 
abductor,1 ah® i« cent back and her family is compensated for 
the ’loss of face* by the payment of indemnities. Once th© 
girl is restored and the 1 damages of honour* are paid, the 
incident da clo-cM m far as bm two kingroups ©re concerned. 
As Bhalysi told me apptepes of Jitbri, “Usually girls dent mind 
bo much if the man is goediooking, far what they generally 
©spire to, is a good hme and a full stomach, But if for some 
reason she starts disliking hi®, she mu Id never stay, and 
runs mmy sooner or later-, go bssi let her go. After ell, how 
long: can a men keep a strict watch over a girl or to what 

extent can be force her to regain with him, if she uants to 

go?* j
In all these amm ef elopement or of abduction, 

there is generally an initial bittorn^sa. The girl’s parents 
are the aggrieved party* They are forced to negotiate for «m



alliance with a family* they might hot have approved of 

r.oiW'tlly, However, BMls generally Relieve in settling sn 
affair quickly md leave no room for cotsplications, Unless 

the family or Idngroup concerned is notorious in.the neigh

bourhood for mme undesirable traits, such m robber, adser-

limm* or shiftleoeness, they prefer to formalise the - 
arrangement than to exorcise their authority to break up 

their relations* BMle of the low 1 ancle near Hat-anmal i.e.
Pamsn, Bbin&ol, ^slakund, etd*, speak contemptuously of 
those of the hills as poor* shiftleasaess sod fd>&r|Jving.h;ur 

daughters:cannot live thore, as they hare to work very hard 
for tfeeiri lasy men fatIt*. Sven water has to he fetched fro® 
silos away!’Bat obviously, the girls of such villages see® 

to find the ft&tnraal youth fascinating, mr& than a third of
all the housewives in.the three villages or? Hataustal come 

from these fertile villages* -Significantly enough, practica

lly ell of them except •too or three,were cease of elopement. 

There in pose caeca, the .girls were on a visit to a kins- 

woman married in one of the Hai&msa! villages and. -had been 

mi sod by an enterprising younger member of the house,of ten 
at the instance of their kinswomen* It may bo recalled how 
far similar reasons, the young men of a village on the border 

of Bsriya and Doha?! could obtain their brides only by 
inducingiihaei to elope'or by abduction*

BMla generally prefer to regularise such incidents 

for'two reasons* It is believed that girls should nlwaye 
unit© nod foster good relatione between kingroups and should 

never be the grounds of dissatisfaction or bitterness
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(beta mar kadi bhoondai mi kfirvi). "/ifter all * daughter see 
to set up her own bass® someday. So long ns she expects to to 
happy with her choice, why interfere unduly? So long as ©he 
wants a particular person and is forced to isarry another, ©he 
would not,he very at&fele in her relatione with her husband, 
there is always a possibility that she might desert her 
husband for her earlier choice and asbarasa all the kingroups
concerned it

So the bone of contention i”oulci be normally the bride**
wealth, with both the parties trying to us® the? incident- to 
their beet acK'ontege. Particularly the bride* a kin are in 
good position if the girl is a. minor, when they could go to 
the police for help in getting the girl back.

Oh the other hand, the kingroup of the boy Imre the 
advantage' of not themselves being a party to the elopcraeat. 
In fact pthey dtent even know where the couple are hiding,, in 
such cases the couple usually seek refuge with one of the 
asternal uncles of the boy * it is almost a convention. 
However, jif the girl’s kindred want her to be restored, let 
the® search them out and by all means take her over, hut if 
on the other bend, they ere willing to accept fact© mid 
regularise the position, let them sit down like friends ©rd. 
talk it over. Usually it is made clear that a heavy bride
wealth can net be paid, es they don't know e.f the bride is 
worth it. Secondly, a larger share of if would be in the 
fowl of cattle, which would be given over to them during the 
next- two dr three years, etc * etc. but where the ceae Is one 
of abduction, the bride’s kin have a definitely tapper hand



ms? the offence is punishable in law and the police would take 

ttea action immediately the ceeaplsiftt ie lodged, £hen Puisjftl* 

Beriya-’s daughter wee abducted about three years ago the 

boy* 9 family had id pay sixty rupees lamed lately; two milch 

caws and aix young bulls valued at nearly six' hundred rupees 

' and eighty rupees ma to be paid last year, That makes it
N

nearly a ithouefigd rupees * quite a high eus for the L-hils 

of Fat sum si . ‘Qim Bhulya got Ms wife in the same v/ay fro® 

Bsemlskund,. he had to pay «ix Imsdred in cash and two bulls 

valued at about hundred and twenty i,e. about seven hundred
i

and twenty rupees in one instalment. Hoy ala. too, i believe, 
extracted crui to a hear/ amount- from the abductor of hi© #reud 

daughteriJithri, He would not reveal as to haw much he got, 
but philosophised m to the futility of trying to get any

thing frost* others, *lf you are lucky, they give it to you, 
Jftpr. all the main thing ie that Jithri is happy.*

She settlement in cases of elopement is not so heavy; 

they vary from about 400 to 600 rupees and this is paid over 

in tuo or three yesre, or as end when the young sum* a
I

family can pay. In fact, the failure to pay up the total 
amount of bride price agreed upon, ie frequently tae ground 

for much:bickering. In ease cases, the bride*® kinsmen have t-
to go in © body end threaten to t*-?ke away the girl unifies a

i
part of the balance is paid op, However, & where a major 

portion of it bee been paid, % sssell balance may often be
i

waived as a gesture of good, ’will towards the young couple «
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Once an agreement Is reached ever the bridewealth,etc*, 

cordial relations are restored between the im kingroups and 
local eottso&itiAB by & rayth of a formally negotiated alliance. 
In elppesh&t or ebduetion cosmtHutcarious challenge as 

it were, io the solidarity of- bhi> natal kingroup of' the girl 
and their rights and recpormbili ties is her, A serious 
injury has been dona to their prestige* Tiae solidarity of the 
kingroup has hmn trcached as a result of the abrupt 
tseverenc© of family ties with Uw> girl. So it is essential 
that an attempt must bo made to restore the solidarity of the 
girl1® natal group and to elicoincte whatever rmmmnts of 
bitter feelings 'there might b© &■ 411* to this-end , the girl 
is sent back to her family where she is received back with 
affection and courtesy* After a. few days her suitor goes over 
with the am. If mey be safely p resumed that the bride’s - 
kingrtmp ido not feel very kindly towards the erstwhile

I
abductor or seducer of their daughter, and he is usually very

t

nervous on these occasions* hut do is received with every 
courtesy;and hospitality due to a daughter’s husband* and no 
adult snakes @ny reference to the recent incidents, Only a 
fm of the. younger -girls in the village might taunt him, by 
singing satirical songs compose® for the occasion. The suitor 
regains? with his bride’s kin for a couple -of days and Having, 
established cordial relations with all his affine*, goes beck 
to his village* His bride is sent a few days later, escorted 
by a few;close agnatic kin* who stay overnight with tfelr 
their new affine© and establish relationships of solidarity
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idth tb®; Consequences of thus suppressing tke fact of 
elopement' or abduction which result in bitter feeling md 
breach the solidarity ©f the girl's natal kingroup* by such, a 
myth of formally negotiated alliance are obvious, & basis 
for close collaboration and cooperation between ihe im 
kingrpnps is thus established# and the 'boy is enabled to 
exercise Ms prerogatives end obligations towards the kin- 
group of bis bride - w® shall discuss tbs position of a son- 
in-lew yi^-a-viB his affines in a later context, and the 
solidarity of the girl with 'her natal kingroup is restored, 
having left her natal home in a, perfectly nonsal way, sko is

i

enabled to laaintain social relations with her kin, to retain 
her lights in her natal faaily and also to return to it when
ever aha I wants# if the drcnssstencea so d emend it,

Occasionally, the girl*s kingroup might Bake a show 
of having agreed, to © settlement only in order to get the 
girl under their control again, Recently Surtan# a Bmor 
of Bhuvara had 'kidnapped Chili# daughter of Lai a Paraar of
Kbtussbi,! The Pax&are did not like the idea of an alliance with 
th© highland Bhils# regarded generally as shiftless and half- 
starving;. But ohen they desiended restitution of the girl* the 
Danera flatly denied any knowledge of the incident or the
present whereabouts of the couple and said that the rarmrn 
were welcome to- take their girl back if they could find her, 
Parmars threatened legs! action, hat knew that the Police

i

mil-'nob fee of. much practical^ assistance in such a 
situation. Ho after a good deal of discussion# which was



unuaUftlXy ecrisa-miong, they agreed to take the bridewealth 

valued &t !Rn*S00/- to c&iila, mth the proviso that forty 

rupees ©ope m.& to ho paid In cash the following winter* The 
girl ima sent- with them to Kotombi along uiih the hridwealth 
cattle* Burt when Sutton went over with the my £M five day® 
later# the gnu wm refused* Ms vm told that they never had 

my intention of accepting the oil lance and the eat tie they 
had brought- would bo token ass indesanity paid for ds&Bges to 

their honour remitting frora-the abduction. Surtan was driven

this incident osusod much agitation* Host people 
admitted that too Par©aro wore fepelled to this subterfuge to 

get ho34 of the girl* But #mt they could not overlook mn 
the sheasi of breaking a premia®* Secondly? the cattle we 
given to ihesa m part payment of toe bridewealth and could 
not bo converted as indemnity for the honour of the girl, it 
was illegal to break thb alliance once the bridewealth is 
settled ujxm* If they did n$t.w&nt to© alliance* they should 
have left; the cattle.in Bhuvara only* Host of the affines of 
the PaHaars sent word to them,aspres sing disapproval and 
pressing thorn to seek a compromise. The Before elso sad© it 
clear that they are -determined to take too girl some day or 
to© other; by force# if necessary* In toe meantime, whosoever 
rontemplated an alliance with that girl, did so at the rirk 
of reprisal from to© Bnmora* In the end, tbs Paxumre bed to
send the girl back,because on© of thorn put it# she bed

!

grown, fond of her abductor and sdifni run away to bis -place
someday. !



However the girl*8 parents might reject outright the 

off fir of mi ullianeis, suel demand the custody of their daughter 

It happens often eben the suitor* a family and kiagroup have

an unsavoury reputation. I oienti'onori in an earlier contort

hoar the people of the villages on the borders of the estates 

of Boris, Fethiisam and Alirajpur -ore finding it very

difficult 'to secure brides precisely for this reason.

had to force alliances on their unwilling but «as&or neigh- 

boura under threat of reprisals. the n-ors courageous could, 
always resort to the District authorities for redress.

Csae@ the kingroiK? of a girl decide to claie her back, 

the possibility of her having had sexual relatione v-iih her 

suitor during the ito they wore living together, is not 

considered a very a or ions- obstacle. H is true that iro it cl 

of her having lived nith Mrs without proper sanction of her 

family ®nct kingroup, const!tufts a serious violation of their

rights over her, sac? as such the family has to bo indemnified.

The boy's fsiaily have to pay ©s indemnity a kiss roughly ocfeal,

to s. sixth of what they think «s«ld hove ben the amount, of
bridewealth payable for her, to compensate for the ‘lose of

honour1 f ilial mi rfavo). Ibis indemnifies not so &uch the.

low pf virginity of the girl, Bhilw in copskofi niih a©of of
the other: Central Indian tribal cesammities, do not value
premarital eh&sfity^highly senior instance, the rural

4emmimttien of the eastern end southern India. Iijat r-\i davo 

flit, the claim of honour) as indicated by the tf?r?i itself 

is most certainly the eos^eneation claimed by find or id to 

toe girl’s natal fmixly and secondly the prestige of the entire
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kingroup end the local ccsaauaity baa Buffered a set tack and 

mat be coar&enaated f&t in ibis? coso* It in a jural cl alia 
and under the tom&r regime, the tarfavf a of both the 

villages were required id r;ro that- the claim msa settled 

without undue delay* Failure to pay up the indesasity ms 

punishable by a heavy fine payable by .the a|/rmtic relativet, 

of the 'boy, who hissedf vm liable to be iaprfeoned*

hliere the girl bed lived in e-oxwel intimacy with tor 

suitor for accsetise before nhe was elniiacd back by hir Ratal 
fmily, pregnancy occurs sometiEies and the cocssmiiity .1® 

isieed with a child kora to a technically w uy&s&rriod >.- irl, 
Premarital fr^qnemy in very unusual, hhesever a toy raid a 

girl arc attracted tovardo each other, they either coek 
partial approval for their union or nreeiuitate ice imm 

by doping* For all practical conesder s-t ions, the very fact 

of their living- together constitutes marriage and ic regala- 

rised.by the poymmrh of the bridewealth* do not much of 

oxcitmenfc Is ceased by such oecurahee of pregnancy * if it 

oreared fro1® »is d©p&r,?eni, home of her ralstives ukht t-avec 
her with if, bat no etifpaa attaches either to car or lo the 

child that- sk& might bear, since the tijet mi do.vo mo Veer., 

oaid &n& tii© lineage honour vindicated d 'the girl Sex r-llowec: 
to boar her child -exactly,, as if she- uey© a married woman arc

her value is in no my its-p aired because of this incident. 
Whoever seeko her for his rife, later ink©?? it for grent-od 

tbei her child will now belong to him, err? brings it. up rs 

if it *?ere really begotten by Mis. Hv*® in property re Ip tier, 

no discrimination* nre made between auch ec. adooted child



sad the other children# It bears his liiiosg,® nafi'i® rlfh all 

its ii"plications, social and ritual. Social paternity is 

more i?Bporiant than mere genitor&Mp,
Such a state of affairs is not -surprising; if a# recrll

i

that the Wills suffer frofl a paucity of children due to 

various factors, and no opportunity to acquire tsor® children 

is lot go willingly* Saaetimas, the father of the girl my 

himself decid# to adopt the child into his lineage, and iuale 

him his heir, especially if lie has no sous* Tm janitor,lur-er 

sue!,? clrcuumtsnces is of no consequence to the child at all - 
'to the extent that mm exQjgaoous restrictions are not ru«i ti
ts ined between the two linkages i,c,.tha adopted lineage of 
the child, and the lineage of its genitor*

, * mi
honselly Kh.il marriages are viriloesl, ihe brio© goes 

over to live 'with her husband*a bingroup as a consequence of 

marriage, 1 hereafter lior normal day-to-day relations tend to 
he confined very largely to her affixes, a*Woh$i she does main
tain cordial relations with her natal kingroup with oeeeeionel 
visits etc*, there ley, considerable breach of in the solid
arity of her nat-al hone, which has re surrender a consider

able portion of their rights jig persons and irg 2^1 to her 
husband and his kingiroup. Bridewealth end its distribution 

fete, play a v«ry prominent part in the marrioge complex.

But uiofilocol marriages, whore the bridegroom roes 
to live with his affixessnro not imcoaron, Often when a aen 

has no sale issue, he antes it a condition that whoever wert-e
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to Kerry Ma daughter, shall have to live with him «m a 

son* working on his fields *lookii^ after his eat tie, etc.

In return, the yo«rg}*mn is entitled to be maintained by his 

bride* s father and when the latter dies, to be his heir, 

leeknically tiowever, it is the daughter ©ho will bo-heir to 
her father’s lamia, cattle and other property and it is 

passed on te* their descendants. Such m alliance is referred 
to as ffharvat (lit, alliance for the house) and the youngm 

is a ivhar»1iftt.io,i (lit, p son-in-law in the house), Such 

an arrar^^sent is made $1$© when e girl Is crippled, 

defonaed. or sickly end is not likely t-o "co wsiiicd in the 

mm&l way, A portion of her father's land in act apart for 

Tier and if offered pm an additional inducement for marryit^x
her* Jhnsfla s feraser iatlavi of Alinfra., recently arranged 
such @« alliance for his las© ami widowed daughter Jokfcli.

Her husband had been Killed a couple of years ago alien a 
palm tree broke unexpectedly mvl fell on him, Jofchli wp.p, al«o 

crippled by the sreio mishap. Knowing btmi a laie women v:&? 

not likely to be sought in aarria&e by anybody, Jhuiala let- 

it be known that whoever *.*&?* prepared • to take her oould m 
his * on titled to helf his lend rmd cattle* /no

off©r WC3 avaninally Accepted by hensingia of Mu, who 
f:hared just about four bigho-s of land with three ot-eor 

brothers'in Unlut & village near Dh&rpuc, .-is *8s percussed 

by ids brothers and other mm\&rn of hie lineage group to
<Sa»

set up his homo ml h Jokhli, v< sho mas not very young nor 
©eg rb& likely to be of much aseistence, but the land that
went with her v&st food v
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ch m alii use© cm be arranged only with the ©sprees 

epprovBl of the two lirnvge groups concerned and of the 

entire local cocsamity of the bride'a village, for two 

rossann. firstly, & portion-of the land $f the lineage group 

is alienated. d¥an though the people -who ultimately succeed 

to the land are the children'of a daughter it does 
constitute an infraction of the territorial rights of lae 

lioesg© group* HecoMly by such an arrangement, «n alien 

in introduced into the neighbourhood -who my or aay not 

prove to be & good neighbour. there is always a pooeibili ly 

that each a per son plight be a bad collaborator^, quarrolca^o 

ami negligent of the prentice end solidarity of the 

Gmm&mity* So they hare a right to be consulted end to b© 

fully oatio-fiod that such an arrangement ia not likely to 

'be adverse to the comsypity interests» Similarly, the 
kingroup!of the brM^v&m else have a right to satisfy 

themselTOB that hi® interests do not suffer as s result of

t>€e!s®l»0s such, en err?sigesa©nt and are required to gparrntec 
hi© good, behaviour and, fulfilment of the terms of tne 

fharvat contract* Ihe consort ar^ approval of the bride** 

groo»*s lineage group is essential precisely because their 

rights over his children are transferred to the bride's 

natal kin ? as a result of such an arrangement, iho gharvat 

is thug essentially a jural situation, where the.two 

kingcups emm together formally end a transference of 
jural rights tc&es place in their pretence nod under their 

parents©. It is significant that for the r her vat 
transaction to bn valid, the pyr^nrtee- of atloast the tedsvi 

of the brido's village is strictly caBontial.
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Bride wealth is net givers in a gharvat alliance. Since the 

bride continues to be with her natal kingroup, there is no lese 
either of solidarity of family relations, or of her services. 

Further even her productivity is not lost to the natal group 
since her children will belong to their maternal lineage group. 

On the other hand, the agnatic lineage of the bridegroom loses 
a member and also rights over his descendants. A ghsrrat in 
this sense is really inimical to the solidarity of the agnatic 
lineage. ‘

However, it is the natal group of the bride alone that 

is be-nefiited as e result of gharvaf. It is not of much concern 
to the tadayi or to the other members of the local community, 

all of whom have a partial claim in the bride wealth that would 

have been received for the bride under normal circumstances. 
Their claims are respected even in a gharvat situation and are 
met by the father of the bride himself.

A comparable situation arises when a ycungpan is unable to 
raise wealth sufficient to get a bride. In such an event, he 
seeks an alliance where he will be permitted to pay off the 
bridewealth or a portion of it in service. He undertakes to work 
as a hall for his bride’s father for a period varying from four 

to seven years. During this period, ho receives only mainten
ance for himself and his family, but no wages. However, he 
retains full control over Ms wife and their children and is 
free to return with them to his kingroup, after the convensnted 
period is over. Such a person is also referred to as a srhar- 
iamsi in ordinary conversation, but the distinction is always 
kept up.



Polygmy oecwrs frequently. Instances of a Kan marrying 
more than once are quite common, In the three villmen of 
Rstarxaal alone, there v;©r© eleven polygyuous families with 
both the wives living, while moat of the older people had 
married more than once for progeny,on the death of the earli
er one. Polygyny requires that a sail should be richer then 
BMls usually arc. for one thing, he has to find bridewealth 
for each of his wives and also.build them separate mediar 
Secondly the dominant motive in having more than one wife 

- seems to fee, that there might be more able bodied workers ir* 
in the field and in the homestead. Hoy ala. of ilindra told me 
once, that be was having in those days nearly eighty heads 
of cattle, md his fields too were extensive - about 30 vighes. 
His wife could not manege slon|; in the homestead, and was 

finding it difficult to cook, and to keep the modi and the 
cattle byres clean. Further, there s?e.s a. difficulty in milking 
the cows at their proper time, grazing them and so on. So at 
the behest of his wife, he went and brought a girl'rof the 
tfahidas.

Another dominant motive seems to be a desire for a
number of children. There is a considerable incidence of
sterility and of infantile mortality. Often inspite of having 
more than two wives, the sis© of the family might be remarka
bly small. Royals himself had two wives who bore a total of 
nine children, of whom, all but two died in their infancy.
Hire He via, a young man of Pip ergots, woe worried that he has 
no children though he had been married for a number of years.
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Inspite of strong Opposition from Ms .uifo# he mn seeking 

s® alliance with a widow of PaawH. She --as slightly older 
then him end .wag not pretty either* But her fertility was 

proved by the fact that* she already had-a couple of child

ren by a previous marriage. To all the protasis of hie wife, 

that she' was .younger and prettier than that woman, he had 

but one -answer. Bv7e have supplicated all gods. Yet you have 

not 'given birth.to a, son.-tod she is fruitful as may be seen 

by any one. I. dost want to send you and I know she is ugly 

end old jseqj. But my lineage (usl) oust he continued. So 

whatever you may aay, I m going to bring her.” tod he did. 

Khumars his father’s brother married four times, snd at fe© 

one time, had throe living together for several years before 

'two of them died in child birth- and the third ran away with 

another man. Khutaan has five som surviving snd yet he was 

telling me that he wonted to bring a young -woman". She would 

be useful in the fields and -who knows I might get a few more 

.Sons0.. I need hardly add that ithumsn is very well off, with 
extensive landholdings amounting to’ nearly sixty or sevently 

vaghas.

'lien a man is desirous of getting himself another wife, 

he usually chaoses her from the family or at least from among 

the near relatives of his first wife. The idea being that 

two sisters or atleant two sgemstes from the sane place are 

Hteely to develop much, ©ore harmonious relations than utter 

strangers. In spit© of their being provided with separate 

media, they belong to a single homestead and as such close 

understanding and collaboration between the two wives is 

absolutely esee?iiia! for the smooth functioning of the home-



steed. Usually there iRebalanced division of labour between 

the co-wives with the senior wife-in a position of authority. 
tHile the several children eat and sleep in the rnedi of their 

own Mother, they are all expected to obey the first wife of

the father even this means going against their om
mother. It is expected that the younger wives work under the 

senior wife’s leadership. Such collaboration and obedience is 

tetter achieved if the co-wives belong to the same kinship 

group or at least to the acme neighbourhood. Often, when a 

woman feels it desirable that her husband should get another 
wife to help her in the homestead, or when she realises that 
he is bent on having another woman, she would prefer one of 

her own sisters real or ail east clasnifibatory as a co-wife 

to a strange woman, with whom she might not be able to har

monise easily. So she- invites her sister on a long visit and 

sees to it that her husband sees more and. mors of her and

that the girl behaves in a particularly attractive manner.

If needs beyshe would even egg; him on to compromise the young 

woman - all that is needed is that he should catch her by the 

hand and put her into his modi. This tentscumnt-s to an elope- 
merit and he is honour bound to have her. Only the bridewealth 
has to be paid to legitimise the union. In a quite larger 

proportion of polygynous families, the cowives are found to 
be siblings, while among the others, they are often from the 

same village. Jealousy end friction-between the co-wives- are 

not unknown. There have teen many instances di wives leaving 

their husbands, on grounds of negligence and favouritism, tut 

generally they menage to get along well with each other.



Associated with the frequent incidence of scroral 
polygyny is the tendency for a women to persuade the younger 
"brothers of her husband or the; other younger moles of her 
affinal group, to establish friendly relations with her own 
younger sisters or agesates, and to elope with the®, Cher© 
the girls 'are not very amenable to the wooing* she might even 
persuade the young men to seize the girls forcibly when they 
are on a visit to her and compromise them. The motivating 
factor is the setae - a desire to have as many of her sisters 

or ageraates as possible around her* in her affinal surround
ings » By such an arrangement* her owi links with her natal 
home are strengthened. Further this would result in minimising; 
®* the areas of tension and conflict- in her relations.*, with 
the other-female members of her affinal group. Incidentally 
strong ties of kinship and collaboration tend to develop 
between villages so linked by a chain of alliances.

Leviratio alliances are permitted in theory. Don?,ally, 
the relations between a woman and her husband's younger brother

(deal) tend to be very informal and cordial. The da si is regar
ded as one of her best friends in- iko affinal group and as one
to whom she can go for any help or assistance, tl&turally he is 
the one person among her affines, before whom she heed not 
cover her fee© or behave with circumspection. Ke may enter her 
modi at will, joke with her or discuss with her Me moot inti
mate love experiences. Often she takes considerable trouble 
in choosing a suitable bride for Mm, t© the extent of secur
ing her-own younger sister. Considerable amount of intimacy,
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Might develop between, theai- without exciting 

certain festive occasions such as -the Hell,,
any comment. On 
a man indulges

in much horseplay with Ms elder brother’s wife, going to 

the extent of. pulling at her skirt or touching her breasts. 

So it mma logical enough that after a Man’s death, his 

younger brother sots up with his widow.

Hoiever, there is a tendency now a days to regard thie 

custom as incestuous and sinful, though no direct pressure 

is employed to restrain a woman from ’setting house’ with her 

dagi. Their objections seem rooted in a conviction, that sines 

one’s elder brother has a status comparable to his father, it 

follows that his wife (bh&bi) has p, status comparable to one’s 

mother. In fact, she treats him affectionately an she would 

a eon, feed him and -take such m interest in.his welfare, that 

ah© goeo to _ the extent of advising-hiss on the affairs of his 
heart. “Til^now, he has been-looking on her as a mother, uho 

should be respected and obeyed. How emi he new regard her as

Ms wife, have sexual relations with her, or expect obedience 
and respect from her? Do we merry our mothers*? was the subst

ance -of the opinions voiced by many elders, I consulted on 

this point. But they all conceded,that a woman is entitled to 

go on living with her affines, even after the death of her 
husband, should she sc prefer. Then it would be the duty of 
her da?,i to' 't#>ke car©' of the widow and be loco parent is- for 

her children, He would be generally responsible for their being 
brought up, trained and set up as cultivators on their own 
rights and to pay bridewealth for them if sons, or receive it 

in the case of girls.
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From the discussion till now,- it han emerged that bride- 
wealth plays a very Jnportant part in their marriage complex, 

irrespective of the ?my the ellianc© has been brought about,- 

by ray of formal negotiations., elopement or abduction, Ulti

mately the union gains recognition only through a certain 

amount of money or an equivalent valiie- in cattle or services, 

being transferred from the bridegroom’s bin to the bride’s 

kin. The' amount, of bridewealth itself varies from six hundred 

to a thousand rupees, depending upon the personality of the 

girl, her capabilities be a housewife md her temperament.
To a'considerable extent, it also deends upon the social and9 A *•

©co23om'c ;status.of tho suitor’s kinship-group., Cattle are 

accepted, as a conventional modium of payment. Cattle are a 

fans of productive wealth that the Bhiln as any? other agricul

turist of India, prefer to ovm in as large numbers as possible, 

especially since there is no problem of fodder in these fields. 

They yield good manure for their fields, end their products 
such as ghee can be sold at a good price in the nearby markets. 

Further, they represent"a form of easily negotiable wealth 

in these parts,

Students of kinship may look at bridewealth fr:® teo 
angles, v.hile discussing the general aspects of African 
marriage complexes, Professor Kadcliffe-Prour views marriage 
payments as related to three of its most important aspects . 
Carriage involves breach of solidarity in the girT’s natal 
family. There is a loss of member and therefore a gap in their 
social and domestic relations. To an extent ?this may be seen



ic the simulated hostility between the two groups even in a 
negotiated marriage* expressed through aggressive dances 
by the woman of either side, ranged face to face, brandish
ing their fists and singing obscene songs at each other, 
flexed frost this angle, marriage payment or bridenealtht dej > 
may be construed as an indkssnity paid to rh© bride’s kin for 
the loss of their daughter. In fact, the marriage payment 
is given not so much to her natal family as for distribution 
among certain categories of her cognates and the local
community. In a marriage which 1 attended the total amount 
of bridewealth fixed upon ce® about 525 rupees. About 225 
rupees were paid in cash and 300 rupees were to be handed 
over during the course, of the year. The ideal distr • button 
of the amount among her severs! cognates mm expected to be
as follows:

Bride* s father 200 40t;
4i mother 60 12&

elder brother 60 VH
* father’s brother 60 a r\*T

15 mother* s brother 60
“ father* e sister 0a4-r-v

a, sister 15 ?'>
local coimmj.nl ty 20 r*- f £.£ +3

Tadavi of the villcp:e 25 (sot included in 
bridewealth, but along with it)

Except for the tadavi snd the local community, all
rs arc close relatives of the bri de„ They belong to

the
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families, the bride’s own family - consisting of her brothers 

end sisters; her father’s family consisting of his brothers 

and sisters; and grand parents if alive and including the 

father himself, end finally the mother’s family - i«e, her 

brothers and herself. Since the corporation of a lineage is 

through the male members, the mother’s sisters are not speci

fically mentioned and are probably represented by the mother 

herself. The position of the daughters in their natal agnatic 

lineage hsa been fully recognised by the allotment of a port

ion however small, to the father’s sister and the bfide’s own

sisters-, All these are close relatives both paternal and 
maternal, who have contributed directly or indirectly to her

growth and development. She rd.ll have established close per
sons! links with these persons and her remove! to her conjugal 

home means a break of the solidarity of her family interms of 

services and associations. It may be noted that the bride's 

father receives on behalf of bis family, a very large chunk 

of the bridewealth. The portions given to the elder and younger 

siblings of the father represent the compensation to the 

agnatic lineage for the loss of a member end her productive 
services. Professor Svsns-Pritchard, discussing an almost 

similar situation in the liner bridewealth distribution, tends
to interpret the payment 6© the mother’ a brother and to the 

mother herself as the deferred compensation due to- the mother’ s 
lineage at the time of her marriage. Due to several reasons, 

the entire amount of the'bridewealth is not given at the time

of marriage, Y.hila the major portion is pMd off, a small 
portion is retained, and payment on this is promised later -



^hen the girl’s daughter marries", Since the portions of 

other relatives has to he paid up then only, the shortage is 

horn© on the accounts of the girls own family, and! is made

up out of the bridewealth received for -her daughter, ft&ong 
the Bhils, this argument is not explicit. But if is signi
ficant that the mother and the mother's brother are named as

recipients of portions and have equal weightag© with the 

father*s_ siblings, TJith the father’s share repres niiug the 

compensation paid to the natal fsoily of the girl then, we

find a balance struck between the maternal and the paternal 

kin. It is significant that the cattle received by a mother 
as her portion in the bridewealth of her daughter, is often 

distributed among her other daughters, thus stressing the 

uterine ties one© more.

Since only s portion of the bridewealth is paid, it 

'becomes imperative that ifea ’outside interests’, should be 

satisfied first. In this regard, priority of settlement is

given in the following order?- the local community - usuelly 
in the fora of a communal dinner given at the time of marriage 
the father’s sister, one’s ovm slaters, the father’s brotiers,

mother’s brother, mother and brother and finally the father 

himself. Assuming that it is the outside interests “the peoole 
who might make trouble* that are paid off first, it io signifi 

car.it that the mother’s brother is placed nearer to the bride

than her father’s brothers and is considered to be a “person 
of the-house* who can wait, or conversely as one who is not

likely to quarrel over the issue, I wonder, if can be
taken as an indication of a greater solidarity-witr. 

nsl uncle rather than with the paternal uncle - so

the mater- 

far as the



girl is concern el

l’t may be noted here that the portions of the mother and 

brothers come into the girl’s family itself* But whereas the 
brother’s share goes into the common pool of the family, the 

mother is aliened to retain her portion as her personal pro

perty to be disposed of at rill* The bride’s father has to 

meet certain other claims not use ally listed in the claims 

presented to the bridegroom's kingroup. The most important 

of these is the ore due to the bhang-1alio {mediator) os the 

bride’s side* After the marriage is over and the major port

ion of bridewealth has been received, the mediator on the 

bride’s side its given a milch cow and a calf, so that " he 
and his children may drink its milk’*. This obligation towards 

the mediator is not interpreted so ranch as a fee for his 
services but as a gift in grateful recognition of his onerous 

responsibilities as the mediator. He has already been nut to 

considerable trouble in negotiating and soeirg the alliance 

through. But his responsibilities do not cease here. He is 

responsible to his party for the stability and harmony of the 
conjugal family which has come into being as a result of his 

endeavours. Should the alliance go on rocks for any reasons,- 
the girl is quarrelsome, or elopes with sroUi-t man,-the-- 
bridegroom drinks heavily and ill treats his wife too much- 
or the affines are found to be a mean lot, the mediators of 

either side are jointly held responsible for the unhappy 

incidents and are required to find ways and means of resolv
ing the conflicts and restoring harmony. The role- of' a bharfcr. 

Sfedio is such an important one, and no significant in the



laiqg®r social relations of tbs kingroup, that it is always • 

entrusted to an -affine,, Preference is generally (-riven to 

mother’s brother,the father’s Bister or to a sister’s husband 

of the. party to tfao alliance.

Another important feature of tho Bhil - systesn of payments 
^that continue in the case of nemo persons up to the birth of a 

mn to the young couple, \lith the exception &f the tadavj and 
the local conaaunity whose claims to portions of bridewealth 

©.re based on extra kinship considerations as members of tho 

neighbourhood group, the others aro expected to give gifts 

to the bride, when she sots out for her new home, Her father 

is eapected to spend atlcast a sixth portion of the .amount 

of bridewealth that goes to the family (i ,e0 the portions of 

the father, mother and of the older brothers by- on ornaments for
4

her. In addition, the bride is given a milch cow each by her 

father, mother, mother* s brother snel elder brother, so that 
’the milk of her natal home might never ba locking;’. They give 
her other gifts of clothing etc, on specific occasions in the 

year, during Diralx, when a child is born and sots.'The other 

partakers of .her ds;i also give her gifts, sometimes of value 

for exceeding their chare. The sain idea is that a daughter 

should not be allowed to go with aapty hands. A bride with a 

fall heart iaakes for a greater solidarity of t-k.e affinal 

kirgrotips.

Bridewealth may be viewed in another aspect,as a complex 
of highly reciprocal payments and receipts resulting in a 
significant collaboration between kin4 and affines. Those 
persons who share in the bridewealth received for a girl ano



also the persons who contribute towards the bridewealth to 

be given when a boy is Harried. Once it is announced that 

an alliance has been agreed upon and the several kinsmen and 

affixes rally round to contribute towards the amount of 

bridewealth to be paid. On an appointed day, the father or 

whoever is in loco-parerstis to the bridegroom sits in ids 

byre with a, large plate in which some kiiskum.ifenubreede<

One by one, the several kinsmen, affines and the heads of 
the other families in the village, and certain otter 

individuals with whoa he might have close social relations* 
come forward to sit before him, 'Xheyjepply saffron marks on 

each other5® foreheed and then the contribution is out in
the plate, if it is in cash, or merely indicated, if in 

grain or in cattle. It is carefully marked as to who has 

’applied the chaudio* (a mark applied on the forehead) and 

who has not, for future reciprocation, that is held sign

ificant is that a person contributes. It is the gesture ol

collaboration that is sore important and not the monetary

value. It is assumed that a person contributes to the 
orient of his capacity. It would be very neon of a person 
if he should try to assess the chandlo in terms of money ere 

limit his reciprocation to that as extent only when he 

could better it. Heedless to say the extent of contribution 

depends to a large extent upon the nearness of a kin or

affine or on the amount of goodwill between then ioe major

portion of the bridewealth has to be got up by the bride

groom's family, a significant contribution coming in from



the mother*o brother, members of the agnatic group, and 

the other close kin mid offices. The contributions from the 

•members of the local community is generally, more a token 

of goodwill, further their collaboration as neighbours is 

more varied md extensive in certain other directions. The 

headman of the village is not bound by convention to 

contribute anything'at all, unless he does so cf his own 

volition as a member of the agnatic lineage or as an 

affine of the person whose eon is to he married.

X

In this sense bridewealth may be interpreted as an 

instrument of collaboration, the-then it is xo be paid or it 

is to be received, the several members of the kinship group 

and some affisms come together in n situation of collabora
tion, wliere they share responsibilities and privileges. So 

far as the bride is concerned, all those who have contribu

ted towards bar bridewealth are significant affirms having 

a claim-on her. She is responsible to all those persons, 

for good behaviour-and conduct. Similarly, all those who 

receive the brideprice end chare in it arc directly 

responsible to the bridegroom and his kingroup for the 

stability of the union. They all regard him as a^on-in-lew 

and extend to him courtesy md hospitality as befitting 

his status. If anything should go wrong to the vmrriege, 

the bridegroom hog a right to demand redress of them all. 

•Bridewealth also binds ib two kingroupe, the one which
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collectively paid it n.nd the other vmh took it and ahsrc-4 

it. They are affixes to each other with a right to horpita- 

lity and courtesy of manner and adoresr. ftere is an 

increased interaction between the two groups as a consequence 

of bridewealth.

Conversely, in an uxorilocal isorriage» where bride- 

wealth is rot paid or otle-aet paid partially, the two 
kirgroups co no erred are not neeess&rj^rought closer. Only 

the groom goes ever and his kin rarely visit him. It in 

an in versa! of the normal ait nation and hence considered rot 

proper. Even the children in a uxoriloeal situation are under 

the control nf their maternal Idncson. Thus bridepnaltb 

as earn to he definitely ?anct4»al to the solidarity of the 

kingroup. It hinds two kingTcmpa in a isarrige, as .partnera 

to a contact.•A

This institution of dej has been coiid earned in recent 

times ep: brid ©purchase „ by the sever si Hindu dominated 

social service agencies in the area, particularly tee Phil 

Seva tan dal of Dohad and attempts are being miie to elimir.pte 

or at least regulate the mode or manner of payments, ■■‘n 

20 ih February,1°54 r large convention of' the literate hails 

of Gujarat and Khandesh, calling itself the Mivaai fehil 

Punch ("The Council of. the Bhil tribe) met at Jhalod. Sri 

Bahy&bhai talk, the President of the bail Seva Liandal wn8 

in chair and the Deouty Collector of hetern Panchemahalp.
**■ ' rf

inaugurated it. hue of its nsin resolutions which were 

adopted after much, discussion sought to limit the dej then 

ranging from Bs.?Q0-i.,00C to s .maximum of Hs.ffh/-, ~ui of



far {*•>
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this, ornaments of silver of stout 90 to3as (2* seers) in 

weight was to be given t,o the bride herself* m appeal zvz 

made to enforce this resolution strictly and to break off 

all social relations with the offenders till they came dovn 

in their demand, ho far as 1 m e^are, t-his resolution had 

little effect on even the hhiln of Jhalod, where the bhil 

Seva Handel most dominates* It is not surprising,for the 

resolution ignores two vital aspects of the del„ If makes 
no provision for the distribution ox deti among the kingruiio 

of the bride, but treats it as purely the concern of the 
natal family. Secondly, the cut is too drastic for the 

prestige of the Blul, who generally likes to boast, of the 

high del that be raid for his wife or for his son*? sdfe 

or that he received for Ms daughter, it la not- a situation 

where a single family grabs or is burdened with a heavy 

d©£. It is always s kinship group that is involved, further 

it is a very flexible system whereby bridewealth can be 

transferred in roonev or in cattle ami at one's o*n

convenience, h person who would readily give away half a 
do sen milch cows, is appalled when asked to produce Hs.bPh/- 

in a .single instalment.
Another, resolution that was equally unrealistic 

condemned, the practice of abduction or of elopement with « 
married women and enjoined that the offender should be 

prosecuted ruthlessly in a court of law end that there 

shall be no attempt at a compromise by the* bench (village 

assembly) of the village concerned, heedless to coy that



it has been unequivocally rejected by the Bhils, particularly 
in the interior regions, where a cosprcsaise is always 
regarded as the best way of resolving a conflict and where 
it is bad nanoers to fight over wofsen, who should bring 
together and not disrupt the relations between king-roups.

I

One important consequence of marriage is that tro 
kingroups are bro gilt together into a complex pattern of 
social and economic relations and corresponding behaviour 
ref erred to as hagavefrhar (lit. affinal behaviour) and which 
has a-very important place in the notsaal day to day life of 
a EMI ram or woman. It was pointed'out in an earlier 
context, how by a single alliance, the entire agnatic 
lineage and certain close cognates of the bride is brought 
into affinal relationship with the kinship group of the 
bridegroom party to the alliance, with clearly defined 
mutual rights and obligations. Because Kanji, a Vakhls of 
Pipergots married iiatni a. Bmor of Bhuvare, he is regarded 
as ih© son-in-law of not only the Decor lineage group, tout 
of the entire village. Unless there has been intimate 
personal relations with him, dating from before his Karriage, 
Kan ji may not bo addressed by name by any senior member 
of the village, tout formally by his clan name. He is to be 
treated formally by all the women who have married into 
Bhuvara. 'Similarly Ratni is the va.hu of all the people of 
Pip ergots and. her behaviour should accordingly be regulated. 
The two kingroups concerned especially the senior and the



married persons of either sex, ere- expected to be very 

courteous sad formal in behaviour end address towards each 
other, 'They my not address one another by name but more 

formally an haga (lit, an affine,"Please be seated bags? 
Would you -sash your bands hsga," and so on, Generally the 

relationship with one’s sffines is expected to be cordial, 
Bbils set a great value by hagaivevhar. which, chiefly 

consists in maintaining friendly and. intimate relations 

with their affines, through frequent visits, collaboration 
on social end ritual occasions and by undertaking debica.t e 
miosians.of arbitration of disputes, negotiations for 
aliisnoos etc, They believe that a. family which fcss ?„!ide 

affinal relations in the area, is enabled to tide over mo*!
critical .situations ith each marriage The kinship groun
establishes links aero the boundaries of its local
cemmimity, and is brought into personal relations of colla

boration and dependency with an entire group of individuals 

who® they wight never have known before, and with w!son
their prestige and status is bound up, As Daihing the

sAbadswa once express^ nA daughter is of little account to 
the family as she goes out just an age when she might be of 
sotae use to the family* Yet it is good to hay© many 
daughters as the area of affinity is extended because of 
them, A daughter given means, a family gained,” Similar 
sentiments were expressed by Royala, when he seid that 
daughters should foster friendship among people. It is not 

proper that we should quarrel over them.

CJ
?
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Onoe a link is established with a kingroup, it is 

expected that the members of the two kingroups develop 

personal relations of friendship and understanding, by 

frequently visiting each other and by cooperation and 

participation in social and ritual activities, whenever a 

person engages on a rani or ritual or social undertaking such 
as m Imlrsj festival or a marriage of a non, be sends out 

a notra or a formal invitation to all his cognates end 
affixes to attend and collaborate in the undertaking, !-ot 

to respond to a notra, especially from an affine, is un
thinkable to a. BM1* His family must be represented atleasf 

by one or two male members and they may not- go empty handed, 
but carry some contribution towards the expenses of the 

undertaking in money, grain or & goat or two. Failure- to 

receive notra may be construed as an insult by the affine or 
kinsman so b neglected end results often in the suspension 
of social relations between two parties for considerable 

periods of time. It is expected that one's affines arc kept 

informed of any changes in the family fortunes, crisis 
or of any significant developments in affairs of the 

family, ‘“‘hoes my hags think that we are of no account st

all., that we have no interest in the welfare of our people? 

After all where is the sense in having affines, if re are 

not to be of any use in a moment of distress?® said Mathis 

tarlnvi of Isdvad, when he came to know that there had 
been a big confjigarstion in the homestead of his son’s 

wife’s father, resulting in considerable loss of property 
and cattle. He started immediately to Vakota to ascertain
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for himself the present state of his affines, and to help 

them if need fee,, There are numerous instances of people 

going to the aid of their offines voluntarily, bethia, the 

' ex-tadavi of ftibera m.& asked to settle in Pip ergo ta by hip. 
mfe»s sister’s husband, the then tadavi Kewla. hrngaji

Bedssa tsas invited by Dale tadairi. to settle down in 

Aiin&ra, whoa the former was very ill and it ran believed 
that a change of locality was necessary for his cure.

P

There is generally a good deal, of visiting between 

f fines ■- especially among the younger set. then. a girl is 

arried into a particular village, her aifinos generally

extend a cordial invitation to 

her natal group to visit their 
senes) 9 as often as they rant,

the young son and worsen of 

sister (in a clossifieatery 
so that she sight not feel

too lonely Such invitations arc readily accepted,, for two
reasons - one their natural desire to be in frequent contact, 

with their agemate and secondly a. desire to establish 

friendly' relations with the youngpen and worsen of that

cosBiunity, and to look out particularly for pretty girls

of a marriageable age. It often happens that as o- result of 

a single alliance, many others of less orthodox variety, 

follow in quick succession - whether by elopement or 

abduction. Thus a single link tends to be repetitive and 

becomes a chain of links binding the two neighbourhood 

grouos closely to each other in a network of social and 

ritual obligations. Such relations have developed for 

instance between Pip ergot a and Parrm, Alindra and S.rnlakimd 

and Bornever, Bhnvara and Dusks. Often this strengthening



of tier, might take place in spile of parental opposition. 

Bhils of Raignmsl are generally despised by those at the 
foot - i.e. Panes, Jho-lio, Bhindol, Kanjeto, etc. however, 

the girls of these tillages scan to prefer the half-starving 
but cheerful young men of the Hatsrsial villages. The girls 

of Pans® end Bhindol are wellknown for their beauty and have 

no lack of suitors. Yet, the Yak hi a of Pip ergo ta alone 

received their sir brides during the- last three years from

thesse villages-, end significantly enough through eloc«eieni.

Their Barents wore furious, but helpless* against the firm 

resolve of their girls'who would rather starve on the hill?-. 

r4th the Vc&hl«s than be rich elsewhere. It is against this 

background that v/e raust understand the peculiar significance 
attached, to the tern vevan. rMch literally, scans a young 

vfOBinn of the affinal' group, but because of the numerous; 

romantic sites lions that sight develop between the vevai 
and the vevan. the ieros are used almost synonymously for 

the tens- lover, and indicate m eventual probability of 

marital relations developing between than, Theae terns 
vevai haale) said lewm (female) are used frequently in 

Bhilodi songs, in romantic or even vulgar situations.

Relationships hinged around affinity or the hagai- 

vevhar as they call it, ere very significant to a Hull in 
his normal day to day life-. Affinity imposes numerous mutual 

rights and obligations upon the persons so related and 

enjoins particular modes of behaviour and address, with a 
heavy accent on collaboration and harmony among them. One 

should be hospitable to affines. then an affine cones on a



visit, the host gets up and goes forward to take hi® by the 

ends Hondo and greets hi® with the words of well-cose. 

Refreshments such as rater.tobacco and food are provided in 

course of time, he is not allowed to go sway without rartskirg 

of o. aieel, even if the family is half-starving. Sometimes, 

soma groin is borrowed fro® the neighbours for the guest, 

lest the prestige of the family and the coreaunity should 

suffer in consequence,

A Blii2 always makes it a point to carry some dry breed 

and groundnuts with hi® whenever ha goes out for a journey 

when he is invited by his host to wash his hands preparatory 

to eating, he declines, courteously indicating that he has 

his food with hiss. However, ho is usually pressed to tase 

some hot food end the dry and cold bread is passed on to the 

modi to be on ten by the members of the host ‘family at a 

Inter time,

-It is discourteous to ask of sn affine os to the 

where and why of his visit. For one tiling, it is not. 

necessary that there should be any purpose behind an affine's 

visit, other than a desire to maintain yevhar. Secondly if he 

h should have a purpose, he should be allowed to mention 

it in his own way and at his leisure. In fact, mark of a 

good haga is that ho does not wait for a reason to call on 

Ms of finer,, but just drops in whenever he is in the neigh

bourhood, to see how they are getting along, sit there for 

a while, exchange *§e-ss» gossip and smoke a pipe of tobacco 

with them and proceed on his way. Failure to do so is 

construed an discourtesy and unaffinal behaviour. "That try
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faaga should ho within a horn* s blow of ciy house and #30 

along his way, is a matter of concern for me I lagani). Does 

he think that we are ao poor that he con not rest in1our 
yard (aramll and. s^toke a pipe with me or does he think that 

we are not good affines?,1said Boy ala, when he once heard 
that Ms son*a wife’s rnsraa (siother*s brother) was in 

Pipergots and ~©nt back to Samlskund without seeing Boy ale 

because of urgent work elsewhere. In olden days, when 

liquor used to flow freely, it wgs a, matter of pure specula

tion, whether a person going on a long journey on some 

urgent work, would reach his destination at all - especially 

when his lay through a number of affinal Tillages.

Unless lie was conscientious pjid bypassed ail his affines, 

the chances were that he would have 'forgotten hie errand 
in a drinking spree with an affine, the host himself would 

not dream of'ascertaining whether his visitor was on an 

urgent errand and the visitor himself might he too polite 

to mention that he cm not drink as he is on an errand.

A hsgavala is entitled to be treated with respect and

formality even by those -senior to him in age. Ordinarily

no person may remain seated on a cot Ckhafli) when there 

are persons of much senior to him in ago end status around 

Ms, unless it be a child or the senior person is one’s own 
father riih thorn not such of formality is observed, hut s 

person on a visit at Ms affine©, need not get up even if 
an aged talari of that village comes. Unless he does it out 

of respect for the elder and of his om volition. Once it 
happened that some relatives of Lalji* s wife had come on e



visit to flindrs and were sitting on a cot, talking to 
P.oyala, the old tadavi. .loot then a forest official rode up 
on Ms ho re a and got down. The visitors regained seated on 
the cot, while Hoyala rushed inside to drag another one 
outside for the official. If this had happened in their own 
village -or in a place where they were casual visitors, this 
incident would have teen thought of as highly discourteous* 
But as it was*, the official knew who they were and took it 
as very natural that they should have priority over aim in 
their hagavalaM house*

It way be recalled hon the reputation of the entire 
group is discussed before'a proposal for alliance ie 
accepted by the lineage group (infra I’/.P* ) so that an
alii mice brings their, into contact rith people with, haon it 
is possible and. desirable, to have basesivevhar* Yet due to 
certain factors discussed earlier, the lineage group is 
often forced into alliances which, they would have noixiaJly 

& voided and s© are brought into relation v.ith undesirable 
per boss, ;4ves in such cases, it is expected that ft.ey 
maintain a« cordial relations as are possible under the 
nirciKsstances, As far as possible, open conflict or violence 
is to bs avoided.

Unpleasant situations stay often develop in uat
relations, as for instenee, when the remainder of bride- 
wealth is not paid off by the stipulated tiise, or when the 
bride is .unwilling to bb reasin with her husband and keeps 
running off to her natal home, Kagacti,. a daughter of fhuman 
would not stay with her husband Yesto fasoya of Dudka,
He had running; sores all over his body and she? could .not



even endure to see him. rhuaiftn arc! the others in the village 

would persuade her to put up with the sick person, pointing 

out that everybody bad been ill some time or the other and 
cere not deserted by their spouses because of that, but she 

would be bade again within two or three dy days. Her 
affines began to suspect that probably she was interested in 

a young eon in the neighbourhood end that her family were 
aware of the liaison. Koraa! procedure in such a case -would 

have bean to send a bhang:.?adio to demand that either she 
stays or the bridewealth is given bade, tlmbcver bitterness 

is aroused, would not effect the absentee effines sr-d their 

social relations are not significantly impaired, but one 

afternoon, Yesto’s. elder- brother, I.alcliand was in their 

midst, roaring Ir> drunken anger, accusing every !/akhla of 

complicity in Ksgadi’s misbehaviour and demanding 

instantaneous return of the’bridewealth, Tgqg.vi Surpal, 

Fhuman end a few others of the village tried to pacify aim 

in vain.' It was only when bhur&an threatened to bind him to s 

ne*rby tree for « drunkard and leave aim there till ne v,as 

so herthat the irate-nf fine went away. Khuoutn ws very 
unhappy that a'friendship of many years is now laid in dust. 

However, lalehand'uas back the very next day to apologise 

for bis drunken behaviour, bringing some liquor with bias 
to make amends. Khusan and other Vakhi&s were only too

tO
happy^accept the compromise and restore cordial relations 

with him. In s similar situation, Boll’s father-in-law had 

rushed up to Pip ergo to. in s drunken fury to berate her 
mother Kesori. for not sending Poll beck to his son in spite



of repeated demands. He too wanted his dej back and scit so, 

emphasising his -detsmid ^ifh a torrent of abuse relating to 

fioli’s parentage lc„ He had com* through a dense and 

dsngdroti5? jungle, arriving just after aidnig&t and ras 
driven back into the jungle by his angry affines, horning 

found Mra also repentant, apologetic end rilling t-o make 

amends, He laft later in the day -after s good meel, taking 

■with him a premise that foil would he sent ovrrrVven if re 

have to carry her all the way,**

Ha^aivevhcr is of ouch isrportanee in hhil racial 

life, that it persists even when the nllia.nce which first 

brought the kingromm together, has been dissolved or 

broken off by one or .the other party, Usually a woman laker 
1t-e initiative in breaking off marital relation? with her 

husband, either by eloping with an another person cr going 

off to her ret-sl home finding no happiness with her nusbeisd. 

Considerable bitterness is roused. Her cffires demand 

ineseriiete return of bridewealth, particularly when a mvart 

elopes with another person, but do not um.ifj.ly get it-, 'f'hey 

have to wait till such time os her nctnl kin receive 

bridewealth for her again from another alliance end irons]er 

it to her former hiroband’s kin, however, goodwill between 

them is restored after a time md their relations might 
continue to be'’as close pa before, Homs tines both the 

Idngrotips may combine to punish and ostracise such on 

offending couple - so it harpensr5 for instance in Kotur.bi 

some years ago, Hari H-bed's wife ran aray with Pernio, a 

brother of r;nri's sister's husband, Thev nil fell that
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bsg'a and drove him outBfiolo br'd abused the. privileges of a 

of the neighbourhood altogether* Even his ovn maternal uncle 

wuld not receive then:.

Finally affii-.es have a very significant function in 

relation to the agnatic kingroup. bbenever there is a crisis 

irs their affaire - economic or social, it is to their 

affinesethai they look for aid* then s family has grova for 

too large- for the land available to it for sifurd stance, uren 

there is a pereistent feune. in the area or chronic illness 

ir< the family, the affected persons night leave their 

villages and migrei<=- to the villages of their affines, there 

they are- confident of being resistede Often such migration 

of individuals end families to other villages occurs at the 

express invitation of their affines. A cursory erpra.nat.iDri of 

the lineage structure of any Bhil village and a study of 

the circumstances of their settlement amply illustrates tula 

point (of.poet pp. )«

Partner, whenever there is e dispute likely to create 
much bitterness and affect the prestige of a kingroup or of 

the community, certain affines are requested to mediate, it 

is felt that ony somber of the lineage or the community 

would be unsuitable for ar. a negotiator, for his aresiige 

and interests too are closely involved and he may not be 

able to keep a level heed in a critical moment. For 

instance, when Lakki rife of Ymji Dmor of Jholio eloped 

?4ih Kimji Vakhls of Pip-ergota, her husband asked lm 

a paternal punt, to use her good offices for him with her

brother tedavi Poyala of Alindra, end help him in getting



back either Ms wife or his. dej from Kenji Vakhle, He knew 

that the Yskhl&s of Pipergpta held T-byela in great esteem 

sirid since Hoy ala’a sister ,t:rs carried to the Dsmorc ;>f 
Jholio, He eould not rerywoti refuse to mediate, Mnji 

'■sraor or any one. of bis kinsmen would not do, 'their honour 
vt$s involved in the affair and at some critical juncture 

in the negotiations they wight lose their tesper and even 
kill somebody, bhsi is rented. is not bloodshed or rentrence, 

but a promise, And a casual- acquaintance vas equally out of 

the picture, as he rvould not be able to understand the 

interna] re&B reifications of the situation and further he 

will have r.b interest in beer lering out the bent lap-op in, 

'Again, the mediator should be a person rhon toih tie- 

parties know and respect erol whose prestige itself is bound 

up-with theirs to a considerable extent, So the task of 

mediation is almost exclusively the responsibility of the 
affines and is er essential part of their obligations under 

hagai7eThar. Thus the entire complex of affinal relation

ships resolves itself into a system of rights end respon

sibilities against the family, the kirgroup and to a 

considerable extent even the local community itself.

ni

The- on a person whose status undergoes a. trestle 

change m a result of marriage is Mho bride herself. It may 
be recalled that till she is of an age to get married, the 
girl lends a. carefree existence, Very- feu reeponsibililies 

of the household are entrusted to a dam liter. excent for



such light tasks as miIking, feeding claves, grazing entile 
end minding young children,, She roams about freely in the 
company of friends. She might sit by her elders when some
thing important is being 4m discussed and may occasionally 
take part in it too. There is little segregation of sexes 
end hence the girls lead nearly as full a life as boys, 
living mostly out of doors coming in only to eat and sleep. 
During the festival months of Divali end Holi, they go out 
with, the boys to dance and sing till late in the nights, u 
girl is houseborken only when her mother is dead and she 
has to shoulder the burden of the homestead, then bangle*c 
parents died of smallpox s few years ago, his young sister 
Sunk! had to take over her mother*s duties, at an early 
age of eight or nine. She has been doing it very efficiently 
too. At ^ipergots., both Kanoingh and' his wife are thoroughly 
shiftless. His household is managed largely by Sunki, his 
young daughter, in a pretty thorough my. However, such 
instances are hard to come by.

But the moment she goes over to her affinal 
surroundings, the environment changes. She is nor placed in 
charge of a medi and for the first time cannot depend upon 
anybody else. Further her social relations are largely 
limited to the other women of the affinal family rho are 
often total strangers and generally critics! of whatever 
she does-or does not do.

For the first time in her life, she is subject to 
the authority of people not- of her own family and is forced 
to observe b number of restrictions, regarding her speech



and general deportment* She sssy not uncover her face when: 

any senior male relatives of her husband are anywhere in tl

vicinity, She may not speak directly to such a person nor 

may she participate freely in the dancing and singing 

partiess except rath the approval of her husband or his

parents* Sven when she is dancing he has to keep her face
covered upto her neck and look out only through a narrow 

chink in the folds of her head covering:. To look noon the 

face of;the wife of a junior agnatic kinsman, is almost an 
incest, trough! with magi co-religious dangers to the 

individual concerned end to the kingroup itself.. So, in 

order to avoid coming upon bar m unawares, s. fchil never 
enters the laedi of a junior kinsman, then he has teen cut 

for some time and returns, he sits outride in the yard of 

his homestead with his back towards the tse-di and calls out

to let the inmates know of bis presence, however, a bria© 

soon learns to keep her face always convened and to avoid 

all intimate contact with the senior male members of her
affinal family. The area of conflict with the women of her 

affinal group is also minimised, tach one of them hove 
their own modi and since the homestead© are separated from 

the others by fields etc,, she con easily ovoid too close 
relations with such women as are hostile to her, while 
maintaining apparently good relations with them all.

Since women in a Bhil homestead have to work very 

hard in the field and in the homestead, they have very for 

opportunities to seek the company of other women except to 

a limited extent and in a nay that docs not interfere with



Ither isork. s.?oraen who arc friendly with each other go mil 
together to fetch water and bathe in the same spring or 

rater hole, go together to the distant markets and also 

collaborate in imxvj household activities. Probably a. young 
housewife enjoys herself best when she ic out on such errands 

with other young women unweighted by the presence of their 

affines.:

Jurally, the position of a wife in the agnatic isully 
in somewhat illciefinod and we may say very weak. In spite of 

her marital relations and residence with a male member, and 

in spite of the fact that she works hard to keep the horaestea 

of her husband going smoothly, and bears children for the 

continuance of tb lineage, she has very little rights in it,

whether over property or over the children themselves © J»

housewife is not given new clothes frequently. Over in c 

fairly well-to-do family, the woman might be having just 

fro sets of clothing, one bought probably at the time of her 

marriage end kept for festive occasions, and the other for 

orditwry wear, formally she gets a new one annually, and 

tries to keep it clean by making the old. on© go as for as 

possible, so that in course of years, she might actually 

have tuo sets, one old and the other no so old for daily 

wear. Put quite often, a Bhil does not allow her to buy 

clothes '. until he sees her going about in absolute rage, 

and even then after a good deal of protests from the angry 

wife. Occasionally she wight even go eway to her notel home 

end refuse to cone back unless she gets a set of clothes 
from him. invert women, ridicule a husband who buys the® new



dresses, frequently, as, weak and spendthrift. A woman who 

mm about gporting clean clothes is called a Baikali - a 
showy woman, who will not bring a good rugae to her affines. 

Such goings on are disapproved by her affir.es, who sight be 
indulgent towards for worse behaviour or even positive 

floting^on the part of a married daughter come home cm a 

visit. Their argument is .simple."Tre are not much concerned 

with the deportment, of a daughter unless she misbehaves 

grosslyl But a wife is another thing altogether. Her
i

behaviour affects our prestige.- When people see a. woman 

misbehaving,: they don't ask whose daughter she might be.

They would want to know whose wife she is and whose daughter 
-in-3.aw l and 'cry shame on. her affines- for letting her loose 

like that. We don't care how she carries on when in her natal 

:surroundings, but when she is with us, she should behave 

herself.3 To avoid any scandal a woman in her conjugal home 

is very .sober in her drear, and in deportment even in the 

presence of other women. It takes a. long time before she is 

accepted uncritically by the people of her affinal group. 

Often, even a middle-aged woman may be accused of trying to 
^Bhowjoj^ and behaving in a very forward manner.

I have, already indicated the position of a woman in 
her own family; except over such cattle as were given to 

her by her kin from tioie to time and her ornaments, she has 

very little rights in the property of her husband. In the 

event of her being widowed, she has only© right to 
maintenance from her, children or her affirms. If childless,

i

she pay be permitted to cultivate and subsist upon a
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portion, of her late husband’d land. Her husband’s younger 
brother* s or their children help her by ploughing and sowing 
the laid for her and *1so assist her in harvesting etc .But 
she may not alienate land or even cattle to anyone outside 
the lineage. In the event of her marrying again, her claim 
to maintenance os her late husband’s land ceases 
automatically.

:Similarly, she has very little rights of partici
pation in the ritual affairs of her affinal group. In fact, 
a married women is regardful as a potential danger to her 

agnatic;family. She is spiritually weak and might easily 
come under the influence of the numerous maleficent spirits 
to the detriment of her affinal family and lineage. She is
excluded practically from all areas of ritual activities

■ i ’
except those relating to the benevolent deities such as 
Mahadev;and Kalika and a few other harvest festivals such es 
Indraj, all of which are free from magical influences. It is

- j

proposed to be demonstrated in a later context, how the 
denial of ritual rights to a woman is associated with her 
own dubious position in her affinal family and is an 
expression of affinal conflicts and tensions. It is euag 
enough for our purposes to s point out here that a daughter 
has relatively far more rights to ritual participation than 
a wife in the agnatic family.

Structurally she has an associative status in the 
affinal family, with a few limited rights of participation 
in the social and economic relations, and only in a very 
small part of their ritual relations. But she does not have 
a corporate status in the lineage,, in any sense of the term.



A woman might have lived with her.affines for twenty or 
thirty years, end might he exercising considerable influence 
upon the other members, because of certain persons! consider
ations*! Still jural ly, she does not form an integral part

I

of the lineage* hihh the death of her husband, her relations 
with tiie lineage group rest more on personal considerations. 

Conversely, she never ceases to be a member of her 
natal family in a jural sense, though operationally, she 
might cease to be an active member. She has definite rights 
in her natal family even after her marriage, and may

ireturn to it at any stage in her life, with or without her 
children and demand that provision should be made for her. 
Further;her lineage and kingroup continue to exercise certain 
rights in rem and in personam over her. For instance, a man. 
has some, authority over Ms wife end may occasionally beet 
her for misbehaviour. So long-as the beating is not very 
severe or frequent, he is let alone, though the girl is free 
to leave him. and return to her natal'family. But where they
m suspect that she is being deliberately i lit rested, end the 
girl is 'unhappy in her relations with him, her kin may 

forcibly remove her from his custody, even against her own 
inclinations, and refuse to send her back unless a guarantee 
is given for good treatment in future* Similarly they may 
even remove her children from the _ custody of their father 
in their best interests.

Further when a woman is daw# widowed,, rights over

$

er person return'to the natal, kingroup. Whoever wants to
i

set up house* with her again,' has' to pay bridewealth to



her natal kin, through her fstbey, or his heirs end this 
amount is distributed among the several ciaoevaiag as in the 

first instance. If she is 0 divorce «wt the bridereslth has 

not yet been paid back to her first husband, this amount is 

transferred to ‘him to compensate for the loss of hie rife.

I have indicated in an earlier chapter, the- persist

ence-of sibling unity even after their narrisge, and of the 

rights to be exercised by the’siblings against each other, 

as expressed in the amount of rights and responsibilities 

given to a man vis-a-vis his sister's children, right to 

remove them from the custody of their agnatic kinsmen during 

their infancy in the event of Ms sister being divorced or 

meiemed, and of- bis indisputable rights to make them his 

heirs on a-par with his otsis children. In all these cases, 
the understanding is that the final rights over the children 

vest vlt’h- the agnatic lineage. Once the;/ roach the years of 

discretion-, they should be allowed to return to tbdr paternal 
home and to take up their rightful position'in it. As often 

as not, however, they arefor to rassin with their maternal 

uncle only, and are settled m portions of hie lends.

Such protective steps are not usually necessary 
where both the parents are living, norever, even then 

special rights of superintendence arc' exercised by a. person 

over his; cross-nephews ?x«l cross-netces. She maternal uncle 

me css to'have a more significant role in Bkil kins! ip than 

the father's brothers, as evidenced by the priorities in 

the distribution of done in the bridewealth, further, he 

seems to be more important than the mother herself,
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vis-a-vis her children, in the context of the facile esse

- with which marriages are dissolved by either party. The 
custody, of the very young children devolves upon the divorced 
woks* by convention, but sore often that not, she might 
decide to fora an another alliance. In such cases, children 
by the previous alliance are usually taken away from their 
mother, except in cases where the couple want to rear them 
up and the msn is known to be a kind person and brought up 
by either the father of the children or more usually their 
maternal uncle.

He hae a right to be consulted whenever an 
for any one of bis sister's children ia proposed,

alliance
and is

often nominated as the mediator to negotiate on their behalf 
whether it is a proposal for an alliance c-r s dispute
involving one of them, as he is supposed to have their beet 
interests at heart.. It may--also be noted in this context, 
that when a man dies, his sister*-?- son is one of the persons 
■who must be informed and to •whoer dan (s ritual gift) is to be 
made by His heirs on the twelfth day of mourning, by ouch a 
dan it is supposed that the dead man5 o soul will be sore 
restful. Conversely, a m&n. owes a special alliance to his
©eternal uncle, which persists even after his death. He 
gives gifts to the priest on the twelfth day of the mourning
and is one of the joint sponsors of the Volta ceremony.
Pe has the right to erect memorial stones for him, if be so 
desires and to go over to Bhiskund - an ancestral shrine on 
the Heraada hank'where Bhils? from very far #off places come
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I

to worship Meisadev, to make special gifts to Brahnana there 

for his uncle*s soul.

i mi

;Finally, the relationship of a person towards hi® 
or. her af fines is tempered by a recognition of what they x\ 
describe as/hasm^ relationship-, or relationship which prevail e ct 

before the si lienee. As s consequence the behaviour pattern !| 

"between the two individuals* is often not at ell whet 

.should be by the genealogically assessed relationship 

between tbss, For instance, I often used to notice in 

■Pipergote, that Kesri, mother of Snrpal was going about the 

Tillage kith her face uncovered, when there were at least 

throe persons in the village who ought to have been avoided.
Two of them Be via and Bath i a B-ariya were very senior to her 

husband late. Sssala today!, On. inquiry, 1 learnt that her 
father Bowji tadavl of Kan jeta, jfatbia snd Ravls were

friends and like brothers. Farther tier mother and Boy ala
! -

tad-avi1 f> wife were* sisters and- so she was a siasi bhaida 

of Khusan and was. cal ling Boyia, He via and ;Iat-hia as baba 

.even as a child. Even after her asrriage, she continued to
f

address them as baba, and Khusan as dedal elder brother).

So inspite of her being a daughter“in-1aw of the Vakhla 

. lineage, she was a daughter and a sister hv a hams 
relationship, So avoidance is not strictly enforeible.

This is a fairly simple instance-. In practice, 

however, it 30? so complicates the picture, that one has to
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delve quite deep to reconcile the operative system of beha

viour, with the picture he is. Jed to expect from his gene?- 
logical knowledge of their relationship, hornetIres it is the 
uterine kinship that is the basis of such^h^mVelat ions, 

at other times, it relates to an adoption in the distant 

past, la sense other cases, it is just a suiter of convention. 

If t?;o people knew each other very well and hod get into 

the habit of calling each other by a term: signifying a. 

sibling, their children end near relatives could arrive 
their relations to those persons and inieralia.on that basis. 
Since such c^a^yVelation does not carry any exogenous 

injunction with it, a eiarriage between them sight, create 

a situation which an observer might find quite confusing, but 

obviously, it is quite clear to the Phil.

Similarly confusion is likely to arise in a sororsl 

polygamous situation, or there two -cistern ‘save msiried two 

brothers. The younger girl would have-cease into contact cite 

her sister’s a?fines previously and is likely to have 

established certain relations with the several individuals, 

later when they become her own affines, there is a oersist

ances f the previous adjustments, Khurnon’s family provides a 

typical situation of this sort. (Plate opposite. )
then Raini married Fenji, her sister tali carte to 

know the people of Pip ergots very rell, Khuman res knke to 

her and Kanji and most people of his age were caked dads.

So later rken she -tar ri ed Phil la, a younger brother of 

Ksnji, she‘chose not to readjust her relations with the 

Vskhias, but allowed-her previous relationship and behaviour

to



to continue as before. So that she does not veil her face 

even for Khuman her husbcnd’s father, wMlo her sister 
does it to most of Kstfji's elders except to hira end Ms 

brothers. Hire* a mother and her own aether were sisters, 

so they are Emm bhaida. She calls Mm da.da Hiro, and 

deriving from there, she calls Khuraan by name as J-.eka 
j-human. though she covers her face to all the senior male 

members of the fakhla 1 in sage * her behaviour in- other 

respects, is as familiar and intimate as of any daughter of 

the village. If is well to keep note of these hsma 
copsiderationa for a proper understanding of the Bhil 

kinship system, - .

VTTTXI x l

*&mn there is the general problem of bridewealth 

md its relation -to the stability of marriage, Does it act 
•as a strong deterraut to -the dissolution of marriage- in 

terms of the conjugal relations and the jural bonds of 

marriage? So far as I have been able to observe, the bond 

between the husband and wife tend to be very weak, particu

larly during the early years of marriage. A woman finds it 

rather difficult to reconcile herself to her change in 

status - from that of a daughter of the. house petted and 
indulged by all and Mth^rery lew responsibilities, to that 

of a housewife burdened by the many cares of n household 
working hard from morning to evening and. nubjeci to the 

unsympathetic- and critical appraisal by her affines. During 
the first two or three years of her life, she is invited to



go over to her nstsl home frequently sn<t stays there for 
considerable periods of time. formally neither her husband 
nor her sf fines wind- her visits" to her nalal hose at first, 
but as tine passes, her husband becomes less indulgent, Ai 
this ste^s in their relations, there would not be sufficient 
adjustment between then and often the young woman runs away 
to her natal home protesting against his alleged neglect 
of her, arid dasr-arling gifts of new dresses, eatables end 
other tokens of regard for her, *n a condition cf her return 
Such tasporary lapses ip conjugal relations night occur 
frequently during the early veers of their married life, as 
for instance in the cases of Doll and Kngadi, both girl? of 
Pip ergo ta. Do] i was angry with her husband because he was 
more attentive to her elder co-mfe art! ms neglecting her, 
to the extent that ha would not even buy her clothes, bo, 
she would cose over to her natal home ana refuse to go Deck 
till she war, given at least a new dress, iiagadi’s grouse ues 
that her husband ¥esto, ? Pnsaya of Dumbo had running sores 
on both the legs and she could not even bear the sight cf 
him. So she souId also come over to her ratal home, end stay 
for e& as long a period as she could, Sect, time 'iesio or hi3 
-elder brother hod to come in person and start shouting at 
her kinsmen demanding that either she is sent over or the 
bridewealth paid for her might be returned, Then she would 
go with ihftfia, but would be back again in 0 few days. There 
are numerous such instances where the bride would break off 
conjugal relations with her husband for considerable periods
from a"dissatisfaction with her husband or affines, 113



treatment by the husband or his kin, disease or drunkenness 
were the several grounds on which such breaks in conjugal 
relations were based.

In all such cases, her affines take it for granted 
that she would be sent back by her kin. If she is not sent 
back evea after two or three desandss then the mediatora 
are called upon to resolve the situation, oil her by getting 
the girl book or the bridewealth given for her. then this 
happens,, the carriage nay be regarded as formally annulled.

However, matters do not usually go to such a 
length. the bride* n kin take‘it upon themselves to persuade 
ire girl to go back felling her that she should learn to 
adjust herself to her affirms. They have paid the bride
wealth for her as per rgreenent and her kin will see to it- 
that she is not- neglected or illireated by her affines.
Such mi agreement is extracted before the girl i? sent back. 
It is to be noted that except 3b eases of pronounced die.- 
harmony neither side attempts to secure a dir.solution of 
earrie.ee, In fact, cases of a woman having been living apart 
fro® her hustand for a number of months without the jural 
bonds being affected, are fairly frequent.

. Generally, it in the woman mho takes the initiative 
in breaking off conjugal relations by running <?*,-ay, often 
on flimsy grounds. A nan does not send hie wife -way unless 
she persists in deserting him again and pgrin. on the 
contrary, he tends to retain her even when she he? beets 
guilty of infidelity - which is not infrequent-.



jprenyent!v* Bhil women dissatisfied with their husbands tend 

to elope with another Tnsrt, vfr.rn they .sight, have como to know 

in the weekly markets or in fairs, And sen too do rot mesi
to be very scrupulous about ei oping with married •women 

often rires of their om effines, I ’c- 3 surprised to learn 

on a gersec] ogi eel check up that quite- a few people F10 ore 

regarded as very respectable persons in the area hpye been 

guilty of either successfully persofdire: a married roraan to 

desert her husband or in hiring accepted such a roman, when 

she voluntarily cme to liirn end offered ’ to set up her home’ 

.-$?ith hip. Fniissn fskhla,-n veritable pillar cf local society, 

nhemef acedly bat ^iVn obvious relish, confessed that he 
obtained--his? second wife in this ray, Hbe r«?e then carried 

to a mm ir. larval* end wee or a visit to her maternal

uncle’s village as a guest, Fieri she carce io dipergots on 

her tray beck* Rruraan caught-hold of her end forcibly put her 

into hie medl, She protested at- first# but later creep ted to 

live with him. His son Fan ji tea has now p. worsen who was 

formerly married to Krnji Berner of Jholio, formerly she wao 

h ct Frothed to Karri i Fa.khls and even the nnu bed been paid,

But later her father had broken 0 =’f the alliance ard married 

her to the THasor. Recently, she came across Fenji’s wife 

Retni at the market in Rhbbra and quite casually deepened to 

express considerable dissatisfaction in her marital relations 

■n ih the honor. He beet- her frequently when intoxicated and 

would not even give her clothes, Hst-rd who knew and seemed 

to have liked her well , survesf-pd that she leaves t!"e Dpmor 

and set up house Tith K.nnji Fp.khls and they could be good
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co-wives together. And Kmji was apparently glad to have 
her, partly because she was n good worker and because that 
gave the. Vakhlsn m opportunity to avenge themselves for the 
insult dose by her father in returning their anufmany years 

ago.
Sven in. such cases, the husband or his kin do not 

usually rress for a dissolution of the Jural bonds, Itedia- 
tors are sent to persuade the man to send her back under the 
threat of reprisal, md attempts are mme to persuade the 
woman herself 'to return, promising her better treatment in 
future and that she will not be punished for her lapses if 
she .returns., The anger-of her affines-is more directed 
against bar husband thaw''against the woman, ihe former is 
biased for having forced his wife to such a serious step 
as to run away with another men, for his inability to .keep 
a woman for whom much wealth (msl) has been paid. If they 
succeed in getting her back, h© is admonished publicly fey 
his kin and affines alike, in take good care of her atleast 
now and give her little cause to ran sway.

Attitude of a kingroup when one of their married 
daughters elope with an other person is a little difficult 
to assess, They-certainly .disapprove of her action as too 
drasti c and; gem rally support their af fines by persuading 
her to return to her husband. But, once they realise that 
she is bent upon living with the second person, they are 
mostly concerned in getting the bridewealth from the seducer 

and transfer it to her former husband. However, they do not



accept direct responsibility for the repayment of the 

bridewealth, though conventionally it is reco^cniced that when 

the marriage is dissolved through no initiative of the 

husband, he is entitled to receive the smouot of bridewealth 

he paid for her. there the payment has been rns.de wholly or 

partially in cattle, however, hs is entitled only to the 

original number of cat-tie, not to any increase in their 

numbers during that period. Further, the repayment viey ha 

affected at their convenienco, Usually, when the jural bonds 

of marriage are broken off under sny'circumstances, the 

former affines of the -ara-s.an concerned have to mil till she 

forms another alliance for the repayment of their due.

The mm himself is interested store in the return of 

the wife than the bridererlth. To lom a rife in a matter of 

personal humiliation mi so the husband trios to get hor 

back, no raaiter if she had run «v/ay with another person on 

thrse or four occasions previously, Frequently, toe wsan 

allows herself to be persuaded to back to her husband, 

once her displeasure -with him is spent and she begins to 

long for his faniliar company, I have known instances of a 

in an taking ids «ife back and living with her quite cheer

fully even after she,had deserted bin for another mm for 

the third or fourth time, teach time, he night beat her just 

to 'assert his authority over her, but the equilibrium is 

achieved within the course of a veal: '<r even lees. He gives 

her up only/ when he realises that her repeated desertion of 

him is net due to temporary aberrations, but to ? deep 

seated dishansonv ill their relations.



ffcat I am trying to establish is that while conjugal 
relations are frequently broken off aaong the bhils, they 
©re temporary for the mostpart end do not result in a 
severance of the jural bonds of marriage. Such a break in 
conjugal relations occur frequently during the early years of 
marriage and may bo construed as a part of the transformation 
of the tempera®entaL end much indulged Bfail said into a hard
working end steady housewife. Marriage gains considerably in 
stability as the time passes and the couple achieve a greater 
adjustment to each other and as the family grows with the 
birth of many children.

However# I do not mean to imply that divorces are 
infrequent. On the contrary# permanent dissolutions of the 
jural bonds of marriage occur frequently, whether because the 
woman deserts her husband for another men or she just refuses 
to be bound to Mis any longer. The consideration that bride- 
wealth might have to be returned in that event, does not seem
to be powerful enough to prevent her from seeking a dissolu
tion. In any case# her people are not bound to return it# 
except then she eea sets up hesae with another caan, as the 
dissolution of jural bonds achieves finality only then, ibis 
consideration that he might lose his wife without the 
certainty of getting his bridewealth in the near future, 
might and usually does act aa a powerful motive with the 
husband to dissuade his wife fro® breaking off the bonis of
marriage. In such an event, it is the husband who is put to 
loss. He loses her services as well as Ms sexual rights in 
her without getting back even, the amount ho had given for her
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Sven children do not seem to set ©8 a sufficiently 

powerful deterrent, An I mentioned in m earlier content, 
the children are weaned from their mother at a fairly 

early stage in life-, partly because she has little lei mire 
to lavish affections on them, mid partly because the 
children spend most of' their time out of doors with the 
other children of the village, Whenever their per eats 
separste? the custody of the child rests either -with the 
father, or with the maternal, uncle. Claims of the latter 
are the more dominant particularly when the children are 

yet very young, dswever, it is expected1 that they may 
return to their father when they are older. Only infants 

are usually permitted to gomth their mother, if she should 
desire to form another alliance. Such children may be? 
permitted to be brought up by their step-father when the 

proviso that either the father or the maternal uncle hove 

the right to remove them from his custody to their own, 
should they feel that the child's interest is best- served 

that way. It may be noted however, that even in the case of 
girls brought up by her maternal unci® or foster-parent, 

the right to collect her bridewealth for her vests with her 
father or his successor, end the rights in it are distri
buted among her kin in exactly the sene way as in the cape 

of a daughter reared up in. the normal way, by her parents.

‘1H&
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