
CHAPTER - VI

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL DATA

In this chapter, social and political data of Mahakavyas and 

Khandakavyas studied by me are presented. It includes the social events 
and ceremonies as well as political situations prevalent during 14th to 18th 

century AD. The Topics related to the social conditions and political 
activities which occured during the regime of the kings like Bukka, 

Kampana Raghunatha, Rana Udayasimha, Ran a Rajasimha, Rana 

Amarasimha, Rana Sangramasimha, etc. are discussed in brief.

FAMILY LIFE

Religious, Faiths and Festivals

A number of festivals were celebrated in the kingdom of king Bukka. 
These functions and celebrations were especially related to the life and 

achievements of the king.

Janmotsava (Birthday’s festival) :

Janmotsava is the festival held on the birthday of a child. The arrival of 
the son is regarded as the greatest pleasure. In both the Mahakavyas 
Madhuravijayam and Raghunatha-Abhyudaya we find the celebration of 
the birth of child. The birth of son Kampana gave pleasure to the parents 
king Bukka and Queen Devayf. King Bukka was very much pleased to 
hear about the birth of a child and gave immense gifts to Brahmins when 

he heared about the birth of a son :

aw w# 4mii
TOTSspToft : IR^TTf^RT^ ^ II

'Hlcl’Wdl I
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The arrival of son is regarded as the greater pleasure. King Acyuta too 
celebrated the birth of a child Raghunatha with great pleasure and offered 
donations to the poor people. There was happiness all around and 

different musical instrument were played in the palace :

^ Ilf IIT^TT«TT^5Wf Sk.W II

H^IMRII KfpflcJT#^ fn^lRdl irar ft^RRT*tT: I
Rifely 41 t^r: IIT^TRfFJtRPi; $ A° ||

^iTcznin?: <hcckhhi<iiwt: i
Wfa ’TRlMd^) WET *1 A3 II

^\KWFT WH%H?T K W I
?tt: wm iiTprsm^n^A* «

Samskara (Sacraments) :

The Vedic way of life has provided for various purificatory rites in human 
life known as Samskara, the sacraments are performed for the betterment 

of the human being :

SrIw^K; Km: 3cK ^ IIK^fcT II

K1Hm4 «ndd>44is4l«n H«t-«R: I
.•#f*nir TrrM4r ’tit fewprwqipqd iik^|1k 3n1

In the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam there is a reference to three Saihskaras 

namely Pumsavanam, Jatakarman and Caulakarma.

Definition of Pumsavanam in Afvalayana Grhyasutra is :

k4T 1%fw cMkhW kkIk i 3k ^ k4": 'jKTTKKfK
clc^ TjycRH, I
m: KT KTK^T: Kmf ^flfBdldrdl ^^d=hvy: 1

^?KrT m3 fKWpK -JKT m: ipmf^KT K: iR^Triwrcf-^ II

1 Javaji Panduranga — Manusmrti — page 34
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T3cf ^c^cf *gr: wfocyari.
¥*4 ^TTFfk (RT#|: ^sf W# li

TO^Wrsr^OTFT ^TO?TT«crt^FT I

^fi^T ^iN w*m m *r*f*rc ^^rrft .*7 ii

Thereafter, through appropriate rituals the child was given the name 
Raghunatha by his parents, since he was bom in the family of Raghu as it 

is rightly pointed out by sage Manu :

<pflwrf i irw mm i 
1&3 iff m mfoiTf^Rl i!*np*i1cf 7.3° n2

15pp: «

TT5TT7T^r% TfTRRFT ^txPTPfBT TWf^R: IITfTMT^<Rri-^M II

V. Vriddhagirisan in his text “The Nayaks of Tanjore” states : “Raghunatha 
by virtue of his victories and benefactions fully justified the high 
expectations of his grand father Cinna Cevva. Govinda Diksita says that 
on seeing Raghunatha, playing the idea that he was the fittest person to 

rule and it was through him the fame of the Nay aka’s rule would be 

established.”

Coronation ceremony of king Sangramasimha

When the prince used to become eligible and worthy to be installed as heir 
prince (i.e. would be king) a special ceremony used to be performed by 
the Purohita (royal priest). At this occasion the priests and Panditas used 
to recite the Vedic hymns and the king used to take bath of the holy 

waters of various sacred rivers.

The second canto of the Khandakavya Vaidyanatha-prasada-prafasti, 
begins with the description of coronation ceremony of King 
Sangramasimha. It took place on Thursday, the eight day of the white half 
of the moon in the month of Jyesfha (June/July) in Samvat 1710-11 i.e. 

1772 AD :

2 JavajI Panduranga.: Manusmrti page 35
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II^^TTTST IT.!. R.R II

The coronation ceremony was performed by an old priest Sukharama who 
made all the preparation for the ceremony. As referred by the poetess 
Devakumarika, Purohita Sukharama is compared with the Guru of the 

Gods :

TJTrtfW: ^sRTP dFPSt ^TTWri^cf ^ ^[t$wfd: I
cRtfW fqrf^* il^^pfTST !T.!. ^.3 II

Thereafter, Sangramasimha was given the bath with holy water :

^TSKTf^f ^«TFfr sr*rffSr$r!>Ffc ^ sqiT^fcf ll#IRT*l !T.!. II 

sreftwr# i^rd^d I

Devakumarika was mainly devoted to God Siva named here as 

Vaidyanatha, but she had equal respect and admiration for other divinities 
like Lord GaneSa, Goddess Sarasvati and Lord Visnu :

^ft?^ if w*£ ii^sftm IT.!. II

q tf! K !'tl!!f% fa tf H I* H !^pf y gnf^f B«NFTT*T ¥T3T. II

^rrcsr wi^i^t^mi wi w i

EkalingajI their family Deity. They reconstructed the temple of Lord 3iva 

which was again and again destroyed by the Mohammadan rulers. 

Similarly, Queen Devakumarika reconstructed the temple of Lord Siva 
alias Vaidyanatha for which she appointed Srinivasa, a learned priest of

Consecration ceremony of the temple Vaidyanatha :

The Ranas of Mewar were the staunch devotees of God &iva alias
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her court :

## it tcft:
-m frftfcq ^oqr ii^wsrso. ii

cf ^rri% clhff%¥^^OTIwft^ I
^TT «flitejra ^TRIcf RFJf II^RR ¥0. V.R6 II

With a view to accomplish the consecration ceremony of the Siva temple, 
Queen Devakumarlka, invited the prominent Brahmins and the priest 
named Sukharama. The minister named HarajI, a maidservant called 
Prema and her son Uda assisted the queen, particularly in collecting and 
making ready various objects which were necessary and useful for the 

meritorious work of the Pratistha (consecration) of the temple :

3TO ^fcTBT fwf^PT< o4cb|#Ef$ ^rfcT TF5TRTcn l 

3tt^5 •jilitciKTwi'f II#lpTT*T 'ST.'St. q.R II

rTPnf^T F^ftfcFTFT fpiTTf^Rr: ^ftg: I
^TMrrui ^ferrftl: Il4w«r 3TT.¥. H.R II

•#Trrftsn ^srft ^ i
wi: ^rftws^isrrft iitiprm it.¥. q.3 h

'•*qifq«f ^rftg
WlfsiRTcf -gqKltrfn 'sppfl II"#SHT«T ¥T."ST. h .* II

^T^RFf^TTTTFf^MlMcf : It#SRT«TYT3f.H.M

During the ceremony Queen mother Devakumarika is said to have 
performed various Tuladanas (weighing donations) to poor people. The 
Gods in the heaven were invoked at the time of the sacrificial rituals and 
different types of oblations were offered to them. Moreover the queen 
distributed the food to the people and she also gave away various 
donations to the learned Brahmins and to the needy and poor people :

_ , - , p- ..... ‘S fs- __ (-» ,cp^STRRT TWcPJlfSTR ^ ^RsTdlH I
cRT fw£.: II#SFTT*T IT.^T. -tf.RR II
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ff TFt: I
^»rfsPTT *£frRwr j*m ¥0. ha ii

3js?t^J|t^ TRTTM 4% ^ I
cPfWR lltlpIT*r it,¥. ha® ii

During the opening ceremony of the holy temple of Vaidyanatha the great 

king Bhlma of Kota and Ramasimha of Dungarpur were present:

4 ^terfSRt *fr*Fpts«r»r^ I
-gr.¥. HAH II

4tsT2nwe^T ^rrappr: w^wm HT.tr. has h

The learned priest Sukharama, the preceptor of prince Sangramasimha 
successfully completed the sacrificial ceremony as a part of the 

consecration and arranged the recitation of Vedic hymns by a number of 
learned Brahmins. The sound of Vedic recitation accompanied by the 
musical melodies appeared as sweet and sonorous as sound of peacocks 
(Kekarava) heard along with thundering sound of the cloud during the 

rainy season :

f^rpf trr«r ^pr fateie+rm: i
fS'iiiRUff: -m% Tr4^s;MR'fqof n4w*r HT.H. H.'S II

#5Ta?«f ^fwfefcft3-?ft^Tcr j^fTcj^ |

tow i$tnra hth. h.£ ii

Devakumanka has furnished a detailed information regarding the 
celebrated ancestors of her glorious family. The valorous and generous 
emperor called Bappa Ravala headed the well-known family of Mewar. 

He performed a number of religious deeds, meant for the well being of the 
subjects, the people of Mewar. This tradition of performing various noble 
works useful to the family and to the people at large was maintained and 
continued by the descendents of Bappa Ravala [8th Century AD], king 

Hammlra [1327-1365 AD], Kumbha [1433-1468 AD], Udayasimha [1537-
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1571 AD], Pratapasimha [1571-1597 Rajasimha [1654-1681 AD],

Queen Devakumarlka too donated the precious objects like elephants, 
chariots, horses, villages and plots of land to the scholarly priests and 
other deserving men and women and also donated money to the Brahmin 

Cherubhatta, who had come to attend the coronation ceremony.

King Bukka and Devayl’s family life :

The affectionate relationship between the husband and wife as depicted in 

case of king Bukka and Queen Devayl reveal their happy family life in 
those days. The husband is the head of the family and takes care of every 

thing; so too is king Bukka who was loving and caring : 

King Bukka as a father :

As a father, King Bukka got his son Kampana married at proper age and 
trained him in military science :

In about 20 verses King Bukka, is described as giving advice to his son, 
explaining him the duties of a prince (King) towards his subjects and 
guiding him to be away from indulgence like drinking, hunting, friendship 
with women etc.:

Amarasimha II [1699-1711 AD], Sangramasimha II [1711-1734 AD] etc.

3T«tW?% 1#:

fetfPw cbWffOi -
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sbHHIdr: di#fcfr IWcSTCT W<f£cHWlPtd4f<HM*m I

H$xwm ddiRidi wra wf% 3 .3^ 11

W^rfd,^T^HPTl Rdi^Kl: I

As per the advice and teachings of his father King Bukka, a great 

statesman Prince Kampana prepared his army and marched against king 

Sambuvaraya and defeated him.

As depicted by the poetess GangadevI Prince Kampana started on the 

campaign on an auspicious moment with the chanting of Mantras by the 

Brahmins for his glorious victory :

Wl SpRTRT%T twi# whfd: 1
c- , \ fv c ft
Wd: ^d *.^9II

King Bukka, father of prince Kampana observes the signs of adolescence 
in prince Kampana and arranged the marriage of prince Kampana with 

GangadevT :

^fdTfdcdT ^|FlT«N<4hW|«*TftfW I

II

II

-mm vrrf$f«r wicrta i

vs.^li
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Royal recreations of King Kampana :

King Kampana’s love sports and water sports during the summer and 

winter season are described by poetess in a charming manner :

cRTl ^fl l^xife^ffTT : !

fpiwt: q : l

t^wfrfe^wTwitw^ i
cRHftTR WR^enT^TT ^FFfT IRfTlHpSR^ *\£V\

3(%TOrrf^WR%^ ’TFTl%«l Hr: l

H.vs’tf I

King Raghunatha and Ramabhadramba :

“In the text Usaparinayam by Krsnadevaraya (17th century) it is noted that 

his queens were Chencha Laksmamma and Kalavatl. Vijayaraghava 
Nayaka was his son by his chief queen Kalavatl. King Raghunatha had a 
number of wives is mentioned in all the literary works and 
Ramabhadramba calls herself as one of his numerous consorts. The 
reference to Kalavatl as the senior queen would imply the possibility of 

only one wife being the chief consort, while the rest must have been 
attached to the royal harem and Ramabhadramba perhaps means this when 

she speaks of his other wives as Kanta and not MahiSi or Ram” :

m TEjyrf llw qpf % I
^PaJIRcTTC ff§[ IITTpT«rTRWf 3 A !1

Here, King Raghunatha is compared with God Krsna enjoying the 

company of a thousands of beautiful ladies.

From childhood onwards, King Raghunatha was expert in the art of
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swordplay and had a profound and deep knowledge of political science. 

He was a great scholar in Sahitya and Sangita and a renowned poet in 

Sanskrit and Telugu. According to J. B. Chaudhari (in his introduction of 

the text “Sanskrit Poetesses”) : “Ramabhadramba was in the court of the 

Nayaka King Raghunatha. She was a great favourite of king, through 

whose grace she attained the status of a distinguished poetess.”

Rapa Amarasimha and Devakumanka :

Queen Devakumanka, the wife of King Amarasimha, gives us the personal 

information in fourth canto of the Khandakavya Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti.

The following verses refer to her marriage with Rana Amarasiriiha and 

birth of their son Sangramasiiiiha :

fW58f cfifT Tm I
^ TTfPlEfTt STWlRuiHI iw II#WfW ¥T.¥. ||

cr^iw^r: w jmv ## -grf^T: ¥?rf^r n#iRT«r ¥0. «

Princess Devakumanka was the daughter of Rana Sabalasimha who was 

an abode of wealth, reputation and splendour :

•tfWcSR: ¥4?#? IcflRdl# RFT WWST W^IRI'R I 

¥: II# .¥T.¥. I

-511 n#ipTra ¥t.¥. n

Devakumanka, was the mother of Chandrakumarika with whom she 

performed the second Tuladana (weighing donations) :

fSTcft'Rlfq RRT I
¥t t##W^4>HrR+lte4l’ 'RRT ^ |#¥FTTO ¥T.¥. II

<S?ST 1#fw ttpt WT I
-m 34<g*<fR4>«iHv n#wsr ft.¥.
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Status of'women during the regency of KingBukka and King Kampana : 
Queen Devayl was very dear to King Bukka and he enjoyed all happiness 
with her beloved. The following verse of canto I reflects the happy life of 
king and queen and hence it is rightly titled “Rajadampatyosukhanubhutf 

by the commentator P. S. S has try :

U 11

GangadevI, the consort of Vlrakamparaya occupied a unique position in 

the life of King Kamparaya. He was deeply impressed by the talent of 
GaAgadevI and made her his queen and gave her all the happiness. He was 
so influenced by her poetic skill, that he asked GangadevI to describe the 

rising moon, which she depicted very beautifully :

-sjpsftcj ^cf I

3W -ffqfSlr^ cf€ UR 41 : I

t^raf fifaf iRf^riwr^ li
-5RTWfFTFf w4t f

■spT tpt t mqRii n

GangadevI, must have been brought up in an ancient tradition of learning. 
We find from the present Mahakavya that in those days women used to be 

highly educated. Moreover, Gangadevl‘s composition Madhuravijayam is 
the direct evidence -Jhat education was given in each field of literature to 
ladies also in those days. GangadevI’s composition Madhuravijayam is an 
excellent illustration justifying her in-depth study of different branches of 
knowledge like literature, Philosophy, Mythology and Indian culture.

She has given references of Mythological personalities and has cited 
various incidents from epics like Ramayana, Mahabharata etc. :
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Kamadeva

m wh*if ^rf i
y*nwer3 msm wsrr^: iR^Tf^rwf iar ii

Samkara and Parvatl

^Fft •TPT cK-MlwRcfl I
w "q^ufFte Tj»i^^c{ xndrft n

Kaiftsa

3T5^ f^rpi ctfsnnw ^retsprr^ i
wnf^nrfW wcfrriTRsr f^ftsn iR^irfwPf 6,r% ii

She has linguistically and thematically studied the text of the celebrated 
poets like Kalidasa, Bana, Bharavi, Dandin, Bhavabhuti, Karnamrta Kavi, 

Tikkaya, Agastya, Gangadhara and Viivanatha.

Status of women during the regency of king Raghunatha :

There were also lady poetesses like MadhuravanI, Ramabhadramba in the 
court of king Raghunatha. MadhuravanI translated the Andhra-Ramayana 

in Sanskrit written by King Raghunatha in Tamil.

In the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya we find references to a number 
of ladies who were endowed with literary acumen and scholarship in 
different branches of knowledge. It was the age of polygamy when these 

kings married number of women. Ramabhadramba, one of the king’s 
consorts composed a historical poem in Twelve Cantos called 
Raghunatha-Abhyudaya to reveal her love and regard for her husband 
king Raghunatha. She was a very learned lady embellishing the court of 
King Raghunatha. She has depicted the powerful personality as well as 

impressive virtues of her husband Emperor Raghunatha.

MadhuravanI was another poetess who flourished in the court of King 

Raghunatha. Aiyangar Narasimha in his book ‘The Sanskrit Poetess of 
Tanjore” states, “The real name of the poetess is not known, but she calls
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herself throughout the work MadhuravanI, which was only a title of 

distinction conferred on her by her Royal Patron Raghunatha Bhupala of 

Tanjore in consideration of her charming melodious voice :

wwnwnf WIW& '*?*|W#TFT cTd I

In his court, there were ladies who were clever in performing arts like 
music, singing and dancing etc. King Raghunatha used to appreciate and 

encourage these ladies :

fl fcM 14<1 a fcfl «nft°rra1ci h h <=i 1 i

h rfew h h, xx.^ 11

Wrtl: "JT: I

Moreover, king Raghunatha’s court was adorned with learned scholars, 

philosophers and excellent poets as described by poetess Ramabhadramba 

in her Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya in the following verses :

xn^fspf fire! xf ^T^TPPif ■*TF9 U’TRRTc^ I
feni fwnfd^ef! RfRpa? cTcTScf IIT^TTSTT^W^ II

"f??|c5WTfi^|^wpjffRb*,U^nsnwj^P^ HA 3 II

People during the regency of King Raghunatha were accustomed to 
various literary forms and fields of scholarship. In his court different 
activities pertaining to literature and fine arts were developed which 
included music, different types of dance, recitation of poetry and reading 
of the text like Ramayana of Valmiki. King Raghunatha used to appreciate 
and give appropriate rewards to a number of scholars and poets who 
would attempt to entertain him in his court.

The social information found in the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya, 
reveals that there was a great deal of interest and enthusiasm on the part 
of the monarch and the people associated with him in various fields like
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literature, architecture, fine arts and spiritual sciences. The poetess herself 

has given the proof of her enlightened and mature personality through her 
composition Raghunatha-A bhyudaya replete with several references to 

different branches of knowledge and walks of human life.

The Poets patronized by king Acyutaraya and king Raghunatha :

During the reign of King Acyutaraya and king Raghunatha, there were 
great philosophers learned scholars, poets and poetesses patronized by 

these rulers. There was great achievement in the field of literature and art.

The detailed data of the poets patronized by king Raghunatha as stated by 
Krishnamachariar3 is as follows :

1. Govinda Diksita : (16th century AD) was a Brahmin and the Prime 

Minister of the Tanjore Kings. Cinna Cevva (1549-1572 AD), 
Acyutaraya (1572-1614 AD) and Raghunatha (1614-1634 AD). He 

composed Sahitya-sudha which describes the splendid achievements 

and heroic deeds of his masters King Acyutaraya and King 

Raghunatha.

2. Rajacudamani Diksita : (17th century AD) was also patronised by 

King Raghunatha. He has composed many works as listed herewith:

The works of Rajacudamani Diksita4 are as follows :

AVAILABLE NOT AVAILABLE
1. T antraSikhamani 1. Prayascittapradlpika
2. Sastradipikavyakhya 2. Sahkarsamuktavall
3. Manidarpanam 3. Nyayacudamani
4. Y uddhakandacampu 4. Raghavakr§napandavlyam

3 Krishnamachariar M.: History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, page 234
4 Anandaraghavam, Rukmim-parinaya by Rajacudamani Diksita and M. T. Narasiihha Aiyangar’s 

Madhuravafli. The Sanskrit poetess of Tanjore are quoted by me in this thesis. I am thankful to the 
Director, KuppuswamI Sastri Research Institute, Chennai and University of Bombay, Mumbai.
The other works written by Rajacudamani Diksita and the composition authored by Govinda Diksita 
viz. Sahitya Sudha as well as the books Raghunathbhupaliya of Krsna kavi and RaghunStha-vilasa, 
Raghunatha-vijaya, Sahityaratnakara, Alamkara of Yajnanarayana Diksita Vijayavilasam by 
RamabhadrSmba are not available.
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5. Sankarabhyudayam 5. Y adavaraghavapandaviyam
6. Kantimatiparinayam 6. Ratnakhetavijayam
7. Kamalinlkalahamsa 7. Bharatacampu
8. Anandaraghavam 8. Vrttataravall
9. Kavyadarpanam 9. SankaracaryataravalT
10. Rukminl-parinayam 10. Kamsadhvamsanam

11. Citramanjarf
12. Srhgarasarvasvam
13. Sahityasamrajyam
14. Alarikaracudamani

3. Krsna Diksita : a renowned poet was also patronised by King
Raghunatha. His work is also named as Raghunatha-Abhyudaya 

written in Sanskrit.

4. Yajnanarayana Diksita : (17th century AD) was another court poet 

of king Raghunatha. He has authored a number of works like 

Sahityaratnakara, Raghunatha-vilasa and Raghunathabhupavijaya.

Conclusion :

The social evidences found in the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam and 

Raghunatha Abhyudayam reveals that there was a great deal of interest 
and enthusiasm on the part of the Emperor like king Kampana and 
Raghunatha, and the people associated with them in various fields like 

literature, architecture and fine arts.

Moreover, these celebrated rulers (14th-18th century AD) of the south used 

to patronise a number of scholars and poets in their royal courts. Even the 
talented ladies like GangadevI, Madhuravanl, Tirumalamba and 
Ramabhadramba were greatly encouraged to enhance their literary acumen 
and artistic skills.

The poetess Devakumarika has highlighted certain important customs and 
traditions prevalent in those days. She has referred to different types of
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donations given by the members of the royal family. Thus, Khandakavya 
Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti furnishes significant information regarding 
the consecration (Pratistha) of Vaidyanatha Temple and coronation 

ceremony (Pattabhiseka) of prince Sangramasimha.

This shows that the kings and the queens in those days were dedicated to 
the well-being of the people. Poetess GangadevI and Ramabhadramba 

have given the proof of their enlightened and mature personality though 
their compositions namely Madhuravijayam and Raghunatha Abhyudayam 
replete with several references to different branches of knowledge and 

walks of human life.

POLITICAL DATA :

The system of administration :

The political life depicted in these two Mahakavyas namely 
Madhuravijayam and Raghunatha-Abhyudaya and the Khandakavya 
Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti is based on the system of Monarchy. The 

administrative set-up strengthened the position of king and the king was 
regarded as the highest authority of political administration i.e. Sovereign. 
He was considered as the supreme authority and held all power. His 
foremost duty was to protect his subjects from the foreign and internal 
troubles by means of good administration. The kingship was hereditary 

and the throne passed on generally to the eldest male child of the family.

Since kingship was generally hereditary, meticulous care was taken in 
proper protection, education and development of the prince. Prince 
Kampana was trained in various arts like music, painting, literature and 
wielding of various types of weapons, warfare and archery. His father, 
Bukka, himself gave practical advice and instructions to his son Kampana:

SKKHlRni^^ •?TTcr*ft ||

King Bukka is sketched giving instructions to his son prince Kamparra. In
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the first four verses he asked him to listen carefully to his fatherly advice 
and also he should always listen to the advice given by the elderly people:

^ fen i
3pW \(TTPR 11 IRspf^SRTH^.WI

King Bukka pointed out that in the young age there is every possibility of 

a person following a wrong path and imbibing vices like egoism, cruelty 
and imprudence (arrogance). Therefore a prince should be very careful in 

his speech and his behaviour with others. Further, he said that just as the 
dark night causes the decrease in the light, similarly the host of vices 

found in a young prince brings about his downfall:

f=PTc$F*bT ftl-Md ^t°l^c( cTRTft IR*J<lfc|'*l^T~3 H

As is found in Manusmrti there are in all ten Vyasanas (addictions), 
arising of kama (passion); accordingly king Bukka have pointed out four 

vices causing a downfall of a prince :

TFTTSsft : mRcjk: #pfl I
d14Erai fmm ^ tjt: iiTJTifcMa.^ ii

■qFPTSTT: f^hr ijw ^ 1
lfdrd>tid4 ^ l|TT5^ji%-V9Ao II • ’

Sage Manu also refers to eight types of vices due to Krodha (anger) :

c||4<u^‘ xr -Mi^Hf sfjtspsftsft II

King Bukka in the four verses points out the dangers due to the addiction 

to women, gambling, hunting etc. :

^4 ■% TlfTO ^Ff^nWTOt^T: WflT: IR^TlId^^ 3 «

t^RT w: I
mmrg^n m^fc«ir^i^feRi 1*t4 ftwft f^r^l; iR^Trf^5^



202

Thereafter, there is a reference to Arthadu£?nn :
ff

ftufsr wrm wpf wr w tt: i

TRcn^fiti TT^sftsfaTPr tmfft<f>4ntFiift a: i

wf ^ i
W llTT3Fjlcr-vs.MII^qjNntsfq Tpff

Emperor Bukka thereafter in few verses explained to prince Kampana the 
duty of a Ksatriya king as rightly pointed out in the texts like 

BhagavadgTta, Manusmfti and Raghuvamsa :

■#f ffwt ^ xJIcqqrtlWi, |
wrftwvm*r Vfst ir n

Fl PflSKHI 1
qwNfTOPrf ^ trt ii^fjUt-vs.^ h

f fwi terrai ^Ffrtcra: HFpV-t.T*n 

*Mdlfc^rt 3FTcT I ¥5^1 3^3 w: I

In the following verses he said that a king should perform his duties after 

considering the pros and cons of everything :

A: UW IT?‘ I
F ^SPTTW ^3RWT q^tfcl ^rffcT: IR^Tlfa'SPIHr?*^ II

FTcf J^sqr q^M^^jfni|dy<I>l?NI I

King Bukka finally said that prince Kampa should act with courage and 
wisdom, so that he would get more and more wealth and prosperity. In 
order to make progress a king should avoid the vices like arrogance, 
egoism and cruelty, and then only a king would achieve reputation and 
splendour in his life.
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King Bukka, the Founder of the Vijaynagar Empire :

As depicted by the poetess GangadevI, king Bukka was the founder of the 

Vijaynagar Empire :

«ji?RFsr ifw urn ssfttKFpr: n

Sage Manu has pointed out the supremacy of a king :

srcnsjcfr ft Wtf i

i# «nf ftfwrf i
WpnTORUlf xf TFSfT I£EfsfSrcf%<TT VMH II

Accordingly king Bukka and king Kampana looked after the people and 
gave them the desired objects. King Kampana was thus regarded as an 
incarnation of God Visnu. Verses from the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam 

are as follows :

it -pfcT W I
WTIRiraPT: IR^IlfWFl, *.WI

\c*tt %*tt inpr i 

WFqnT FTW: •w«

irotsfq it «pf i
■STfjfTcT ^TFTRT ^f^PT IR^ITfWRj-5> II

STft^TWTTfWT^f WW: ft^^lBRH, I
ci^dlMtlclWfHtimf ift^flTcr W IERf ITWT: IRflTfew^-H II

As it said by Sage Manu :

W 'sn#=r itfsr stMt>i ^«nM^r i
ucf^iraFT nqrzm 11

TTftl^ftFT; 1RT: IWp^tcMs W H
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Sjf^RTPT TCt «I*f UWFTR4 I

TT5TT «PrN I'q^t’Zft-Vs.VW II

He is depicted as leading a huge army against the kings like Jalaluddin 

Hasan Shah and Camparaya. During his march King Kampana was 
accompanied by the Feudatory Kings like Cola, Keral and Pandya 

revealing his great royal splendour :

w wrora cim^TTfrorr-*-^ n
l^f^TWT ^IpIllc'R: I

TPmr m^iKm: i

-VMW

11

While going for march the ladies of the city, showered dried grains (Laja) 
on him and thus honoured their monarch King Kampana :

■qfcFii
• fs «ar . ....... , fs. .. | ,

King Raghunatha as an ideal ruler :

The Southern India especially Dravid region modem Tamil Nadu in the 
province comprising of Kanchi, was ruled by the kings belonging to the 
Nayaka family (15th-17th Century AD) like king Timma, king Cinna 

Cevva, king Acyutaraya and emperor Raghunatha Nayaka.

In the Mabakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya the following verses depict 
Raghunatha as an ideal king taking utmost care of his subjects and 
therefore looked upon as Janaka (father) by his subjects. During his reign 
the people also obtained utmost happiness as described by poetess 
Ramabhadramba :

pf TO^tf TO W <TT: I
r*.*i
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df^Rrwfd
fdcd -faffi WdN: Wilid^«RT: \\<%-^ M% it

He was regarded as an incarnation of Lord Visnu in the following verses 

and was also compared with Indra and God Rama :

T tdq,: frond ?d ll^nTdT*fddRrH.3° II

\dfd: I
TM¥I^qW^c^Rf: qpil'OMldRw .$va II

Vijayotsava (Festival on Conquest or Victory) :

The festival on conquest or victory was called “Vijayotsava” in those 
days. Every king used to go on an expedition of conquest over his enemies 
and on his return with victory his subjects and his family members 

received him with great joy.

Setting out for an expedition (King Kampana) :

In the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam prince Kampana, son of king Bukka 
after his early military training in all other branches of politics was 

encouraged by his father for the preparation of march :

In the concluding verses of canto III, there was a commencement of the 
royal march of King Kampana towards Kanchi, ruled by Sambuvaraya 
King Kampana started his march at an auspicious moment and the 
Brahmins chanted the mantras of the Atharvaveda :

clcfr qgjjf^uii fq*|Tpjt;
\ rs r-» rr-> c -i rs »Hqliid'd^idUUI Fr^fTtqWHT

ffdWftd MN+H,

IR^TTfWPf^-^ X\ II

-X.VK II

Poetess describes the huge army of King Kampana decorated with
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elephants, horses and foot soldiers. In the fourth Canto there is a reference 

to fourfold army of king Kampana consisting of infantry, cavalry, 

elephants and chariots :

^.V9 II

M<^irf f^zr: ^Ruii -etzt: ii

<^mu|chifu|y|^ ^.n1ch|<u^H|U|^: |

WHT Wl:

u4U»r41<PJT WRI: : |
^RfT tf^ft -*.*0 ||

Thus with numerous troops king Kampana crossed the outer gate of the 

city Vijaynagar :

Poetess GangadevI beautifully depicts the army of King Kampana 

accompanied by the Cola, Keral and Pandya kings in the following verses:

There is a depiction of dual fight between King Kampana and King 
Sambuvaraya alias Jalaluddin Hasan Shah where the latter was defeated



207

and killed by the powerful monarch Kampana :

fi'ifhR t^RFTKT ^FT: I

fwn: IR^lf%^T^-V.V<*9 II

3T?7|Jct^| cjlt^M ^4‘hll^^ I
*RT 1CTR; IR^TI^^-*.^ II

3RrMf^Rp^r i

3R5Rt«T: -qfW ^15 Rnt<Jeft focVR^ IR^WF^-*.^ II

3W ^Iddrtsl^ W7: ^FTR^qfq: I
3FRtqf*HT xfR TpT^^dtf^ IRfClf^ H

f?«T ^RFJW •Tlc^T f«nw
sfrqpf 4*WF^«fl' •5FTf^W¥PraFf TTRFTR^ I

IRSfOfWPt^.43 II

Thus, we find a great deal of significant information related to the 
political situation and different strategies adopted by the rulers of 

Sangama dynasty, particularly king Bukka and his son Kampana.

Setting out for an expedition (King Raghunatha) :

There are vivid picturesque accounts of expeditions in the present work 
Raghunatha-Abhyudaya. Also there are poetic descriptions of the army 
going to war or battle and there is a vivid depiction of the soldiers running 
from the battlefield. When king Raghunatha would march towards the 
Portuguese rulers there used to be a roaring sound of the drums on the 
battle field. On hearing that fierce sound the enemies used to run away out 
of the great terror created by the monarch Raghunatha :

MtfPRHW WtH I
ilSNii J3\W\ «
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wdt wpnriciwl '*{&*£$ i
■OTFIcf:^*PF3l1dfd <£d Mrtlftdl: WPTarf^TClf^PT: ll^ipraT^eRR-^MII

^T^TtcnTW^RT^ ¥t^T: <slff*d: I

WTcSTTO: TTlf^RTR ftqng Tfftd ^ZRTFftcf IIT^W^^-^o [|

dT# Wk-Hlftdl dvW# I
^TPT #cFdT4 ^T«f^OT\cTFl, IR^^RP^F^o .3 * ||

Usually, as we know the armed forces of a king are under the command of 
a general. In this Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya we find that the 

king himself led his army and led invasions against the hostile rulers.

Commentator P. S. Shastry states “King Raghunatha in 1589 AD helped 
Venkatadevaraya the ruler of the Karnat empire in getting back the empire 
from Parasikas (Yavanas,) and his fame as a great warrior came to be 

established soon after his victory at Penukonda.” :

fqrftcRfTTFP^ I

King Raghunatha defeated and imprisoned Colaga, the ruler of 

Devikottah :

3TO d ^TRi: ^WHlftldR^ I
^Tf*TT cf^^tTT:

■qitrosf %fd'Mwirapn: iftit ^rgrr wfwr: i
w: ^NPiMirt q<ilddi iiT^iFm^^r^-dy>c n

From Devikottah, King Raghunatha landed on the Jaffna coast where he 

defeated the Portuguese and restored the Jaffnese ruler on his throne:

cRT TrfiTWFT d^fd cR*l ^ fdWFfteT: I
IdRdtf de^Ff HT^dTSTT^Rq^-^.^ II
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iiTTprar^wi,-^ .\\ ii

Pl4)fS|dl4H
\: IIT^^e^TH^.U II

The present Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya thus contains significant 
data regarding the political upheavals and administrative problems which 

were skilfully resolved by the great emporer Raghunatha (17 Century AD) 
King Raghunatha thus, succeeded in defeating the Portuguese as well as 

Mughal Kings.

Expedition of king Sangramasimha :

After the coronation ceremony of King Sangramasimha in the year 1772 

AD, king Sangramasimha was attacked by the Mughal king Dalelkhan 
who was, however, imprisoned and killed by the army of king 

Sangramasimha :

WSSWIil cfT^T I 

: W: : TOTt II

4k' 1^1^ 4'3TiTrwrf4*i m ii%?i ii

^rtSFfl '<UR^41lW lf4 1W1 I

^ ¥lw*Tp# ii^wrra ¥121.2.^ ii

4 v^^]fsr4«it58t 4kn: i
AA Il4w«r THX.R .U «

4kr: i
II^W=TT«T ¥0.3 .V* II

The dynasty of Guhilois, referred in the Khandakavya Vaidyanatha- 
prasada-prasasti were adorned by renowned rulers such as Bappa Ravala, 
Hammlra, Ksetrasimha, Mokala, Kumbha, Udayasimha, Pratapasimha, 
Amarasimha, Rajasimha as shining sons of God Sun. There are 28 kings 
referred in the Khandakavya Vaidyanatha-prasada-prafasti which describe
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their deeds as heroic Rajput rulers. (See vide Chapter IV, Historical for 

details).

The contemporary, Muslim rulers during that period that period are as 

follows

Laksa (1382-1397 AD) «=> Mohammad Lodi

Sangrama (1509-1530 AD) <=> Ibrahim Lodi

Pratapa (1571-1597 AD) «=» Akbar

Amarasimha I (1597-1620 AD) <=> Shah Jahan

Rajasimha (1654-1681 AD) Aurangzeb

Ministers :

To carry on the administration successfully, the king depended on the 

assistance of the council of ministers. The king used to have worthy and 
competent ministers who would control the administration during his 
absence from the state. They used to be well educated and learned in the 
science of politics and were the best advisors of the king in times of 

difficulty.

In the Mabakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya it is stated by the poetess that 

the ministers used to decorate the street as a part of preparation of 

victory-march of king Raghunatha :

w f^nRTfrcrcT Ttf^rarcr: i

The ministers of the feudatory king Krsnappa Nayaka were equally aware 
of the well being of their state and therefore advised him not to join 
Colaga, the ruler of the region Devikottah :

Hf^RRT -f^rtaT I

flrai mm twmra:

The coronation ceremony of Yuvaraja Raghunatha was performed with
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great pomp with active participation of the ministers and other officials of 

the kingdom :

^flsTTf ^cfFr^f IIT^hTSTT^Wf-^.^h il

hf^RRI: mf*{ I

^r^Ptn: ^ 1

iiTrj^n^wf-^.vo n

MlMi TSPW^S I

3T«txzf ^ WWRhl Irt hIf«l +M<fl Wff^rT czn$*f\ II

There are references in the work Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti to minister 

Haraji, who helped Queen Devakumarika in the renovation of the temple 

of Vaidyanatha:

d'hmf&i tftt $c41Rwwi ^fts: 1
: ^WPui Pi^ihNlcf <m!c*P t II^NrTST UT.'W A A II

According to Sage Manu, a king should keep a watch on his enemies by 

appointing spies and know about the hostile rulers in his region. 

Moreover, a king should take light taxation from his subjects. 

Accordingly king Kampana skilfully appointed his spies and believed in 

light taxation as it is evident from the following verses of the Mahakavya 

Madhuravijayam :

yfBd-MKhuN f^R^TT ¥*Jd<flfa(<HI ||

^1 ^ W^Pi MUMf^chMdH, I

w ^qcT*nfttsjwR*iFT t iiAgTgfd-vsA^ ii

■W Aic^T ^g^cf TRT °Rrf ^ ^f«IT^ I
lit n£ WT^cHcRf wm, II II
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f 4T#<Ac|ct|q^q: I
Ug|£|*||fc<t>: qR: nFJTCft-VS.m II

^jraifur ^ «4>i4^r cr^r i
3RT:^T5r31T ^ TTTW^HT ^ ^retPt, ll^^iKT-^.^^ II

V*ef ^Eftv nrf iwf ^ <rwr; I
^ WtfK TJUScVFl ^ ll^^fd-Vs.^A* II

As portrayed by poetess Ramabhadramba, king Raghunatha too employed 
clever and tactful spies and messengers, who resided in the regions of 

enemies and put a watch on the activities of the hostile kings.

In the present composition, Raghunatha-Abhyudaya, the spies of king 
Raghunatha informed about the sad demise of king Venkatadevaraya and 

also about the activities of King of Pandya and Tundira :

*raf$q£ t tfSflrars ^ro: iit^w^wi.-*.** i
f?*? ^itMd ^ #(%4I«I^F«J: I

^ t£if v+il^dtKHT -^dxf# Wlw™P3l««K II

$d)Rd "Errr^TtftcTPTT ^ ^tf trfef 1w«r i
-am WArf^rf^RPT I4: II

Priests and Brahmins :

The teachers and priests used to play an important role in religious as well 
as other important administrative functions and were thus treated as 
friends, philosophers and guides by the King.

There were learned priests, in the royal court to guide the king in religious 
and spiritual matters as advised by Sage Manu in his Manusmfti:

Accordingly in the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya, it can be noted 
that Brahmins used to perform different types of sacrificial rituals :
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t??? cf^T -gm^rrtf^rwrM: ^rwrRf ^rff: iiT^^Tsn^^r^-^.H? n

As per the advice of the learned Brahmins King Raghunatha ordered to 

imprison Colaga, the ruler of Devikottah region :

W*IT m T *FPrf ^ 1
^uftmrtHforRfsp oznpft^ tK^rrar^wi^.*o*«

In the Khandakavya Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti also sage Harita, Guru 

of Bappa Ravala is portrayed as a great devotee of Lord Siva :

W *f#rr -gcRwq^l irtowr srrcfaf i

"?T f^^UdlRtK Rl S'Pi 8: ll#£FTT«I 3tT.^ A A II

^TFnfH«fr trh i

Besides a Brahmin named Sukharama, was appointed by Queen 
Devakumarika in the task of collecting appropriate material in order to 

renovate and consecrate the idol of God Vaidyanatha :

WTlWT : itBRWTTr.^AAl

Conclusion :

We find a great deal of significant information related to the political 
situation and different strategies adopted by the rulers of Sangama 
dynasty particularly king Bukka and his son king Kampana.

Also the Mahakavya Raghunatha Abhyudaya contains significant data 
regarding political upheaval and administrative problems which were 
skilfully resolved by the emperor Raghunatha (17th century AD) who 

succeeded in defeating the Portuguese and the Mughal kings. The text 
Vaidyanatha -prasada -prakasti provides information regarding the political

fR Hret: n#eprm ¥0.\.c ii

* .. ____ "i f-» rs .... .I o?mxT Tjtntff: «TRj73TPRra: I
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situation prevalent during 8th-18th een'ury in which different kings of 

Guhilot dynasty ruled over that part of Mewar. The powerful and 

courageous rulers like K§etrasimha, Laksa, Sangramasimha-I, 
Pratapasimha and Amarasimha bravely fought with the Muslim kings like 
Lila Pathan, Mohammad Shah Lodi, Ibrahim Lodi, Akbar and Shah Jahan 
respectively and tried their best to protect our motherland and to relieve 
her from the clutches of hostile invaders during 16th to 18th century AD.


