In this chapter, social and political data of Mahdkavyas and
Khandakavyas studied by me are presented. It includes the social events
and ceremonies as well as political situations prevalent during 14" to 18™
century AD. The Topics related to the social conditions and political
activities which occured during the regime of the kings like Bukka,
Kampana Raghunatha, Rapi Udayasimha, Rapa Rajasithha, Rapa

Amarasirhha, RaZpa Sangramasirha, etc. are discussed in brief.
FAMILY LIFE
Religious, Faiths and Festivals

A number of festivals were celebrated in the kingdom of king Bukka.
These functions and celebrations were especially related to the life and

achievements of the king.
Janmotsava (Birthday’s festival) :

Janmotsava is the festival held on the birthday of a child. The arrival of
the son is regarded as the greatest pleasure. In both the Mahdkavyas
Madhuravijayam and Raghunitha-Abhyudaya we find the celebration of
the birth of child. The birth of son Kampana gave pleasure to the parents
king Bukka and Queen Devayi. King Bukka was very much pleased to
hear about the birth of a child and gave immense gifts to Brahmins when

he heared about the birth of a son :
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The arriva! of son is regarded as the greatest pleasntc. King Acynta too
celebrated the birth of a child Raghunatha with great pleasure and offered
donations to the poor people. There was happiness all around and
different musical instrument were played in the palace :
sgAanfufeag e IigfEads agu=s |
g ygd et el $ouEd gy $ARY ITAEngRay & . ¥R |
wEraarn wfevrerad Fraftar v fsn=acean: |
Taf=1 Jrasrmifa afagHgata few: 985 iTAargEaH &40 0

YA : gas-ard d9fedq Qe drai: |
YA YHIIad TUH ASAS) AYTASd: ITNaTvEad §.43 |

FHATH : FHYIUE TOTIYNT T T | TH1 ¢ |
T Aq1: YIRUSHAR T aS- A agfad it gSaq g4

Samskadra (Sacraments) :

The Vedic way of life has provided for various purificatory rites in human
life known as Samskara, the sacraments are performed for the betterment
of the human being :
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In the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam there is a reference to three Samiskaras

namely Pumsavanam, Jatakarman and Caulakarma.

Definition of Purisavanam in Asvaliyana Grhyasiitra is :
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! Javaji Panduranga — Manusmrti — page 34
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Thereafter, through appropriate rituals the child was given the name
Raghunatha by his parents, since he was born in the family of Raghu as it
is rightly pointed out by sage Manu :
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V. Vriddhagirisan in his text “The Nayaks of Tanjore” states : “Raghunatha
by virtue of his victories and benefactions fully justified the high
expectations of his grand father Cinna Cevva. Govinda Diksita says that
on seeing Raghunitha, playing the idea that he was the fittest person to
rule and it was through him the fame of the Nayaka’s rule would be
established.” '

Coronation ceremony of king Sangramasimha

When the prince used to become eligible and worthy to be installed as heir
prince (i.e. would be king) a special ceremony used to be performed by
the Purohita (royal priest). At this occasion the priests and Papditas used
to recite the Vedic hymns and the king used to take bath of the holy

waters of various sacred rivers.

-

The secfmé canto of the Khandakivya Vaidyanitha-prasada-prasasti,
begins with the description of coronation ceremony of King
Sangramasirha. It took place on Thursday, the eight day of the white half
of the moon in the month of Jyestha (June/July) in Samvat 1710-11 i.e.
1772 AD :

2 Javaji Panduranga. : Manusmrti page 35
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The coronation ceremony was performed by an old priest Sukharama who
made all the preparation for the ceremony. As referred by the poetess
Devakumarika, Purohita Sukharima is compared with the Guru of the
Gods :
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Thereafter, Sangramasirmmha was given the bath with holy water :

dtdfed: FrErarTw Sy yifufies g 79 awat: |

aas Aveafafy qur ynifeped 39 =uSq 1d9Tg 9.y, ¢
FAMAR YHHHT AaFIg Harehe |

B QR AGAFRS ST RRITEr 13Ty 919, .40

Devakumariki was mainly devoted to God Siva named here as
Vaidyanatha, but she had equal respect and admiration for other divinities
like Lord Ganes$a, Goddess Sarasvati and Lord Visnu :
e wreme o faievatfasd |
g fa & Wy oAy idwEy 9y, ..
ERaAyIiaufoar weRwmane faa i o
FAIEIETREIE A TEwd 58 T9° IO 13e@me uiy. 8.0

AIET FQY, ARG 99 @S HeT |
TP I AFAAIT] AW HIIAIR 7=a: 1de=rg gy, .31

Consecration ceremony of the temple Vaidyanatha :

The Rapas of Mewar were the staunch devotees of God Siva alias
Ekalirigaji their family Deity. They reconstructed the temple of Lord Siva
which was again and again destroyed by the Mohammadan rulers.
Similarly, Queen Devakumarika reconstructed the temple of Lord Siva

alias Vaidyanatha for which she appointed Srinivasa, a learned priest of
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her court :
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With a view to accomplish the consecration ceremony of the Siva temple,
Queen Devakumarikd, invited the prominent Brahmins and the priest
named Sukharama. The minister named Haraji, a maidservant called
Prema and her son Uda assisted the queen, particularly in collecting and
making ready various objects which were necessary and useful for the

meritorious work of the Pratisthi (consecration) of the temple :
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During the ceremony Queen mother Devakumarika is said to have
performed various 7ulidinas (weighing donations) to poor people. The
Gods in the heaven were invoked at the time of the sacrificial rituals and
different types of oblations were offered to them. Moreover the queen
distributed the food to the people and she also gave away various

donations to the learned Brahmins and to the needy and poor people :
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During the opening ceremony of the holy temple of Vaidyanatha the great

king Bhima of Kota and Ramasimha of Dungarpur were present :
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The learned priest Sukharama, the preceptor of prince Sangramasimha
successfully completed the sacrificial ceremony as a part of the
consecration and arranged the recitation of Vedic hymns by a number of
learned Brahmins. The sound of Vedic recitation accompanied by the
musical melodies appeared as sweet and sonorous as sound of peacocks
(Kekdrava) heard along with thundering sound of the cloud during the

rainy season :
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Devakumarika has furnished a detailed information regarding the
celebrated ancestors of her glorious family. The valorous and generous
emperor called Bappa Ravala headed the well-known family of Mewar.
He performed a number of religious deeds, meant for the well being of the
subjects, the people of Mewar. This tradition of performing various noble
works useful to the family and to the people at large was maintained and
continued by the descendents of Bappa Ravala [8® Century AD], king
Hammira [1327-1365 AD], Kumbhia [1433-1468 AD], Udayasirmha [1537-
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1571 AD], Pratapasimba [1571-1597 AL‘,:, Rajasimmha [1654-1681 AD],
Amarasimha II [1699-1711 AD], Sangramasimha II [1711-1734 AD] etc.

Queen Devakumiarika too donated the precious objects like elephants,
chariots, horses, villages and plots of land to the scholarly priests and
other deserving men and women and also donated money to the Brahmin

Cherubhatta, who had come to attend the coronation ceremony.
King Bukka and Devayi’s family life :

The affectionate relationship between the husband and wife as depicted in
case of king Bukka and Queen Devayi reveal their happy family life in
those days. The husband is the head of the family and takes care of every

thing; so too is king Bukka who was loving and caring :
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King Bukka as a father :

As a father, King Bukka got his son Kampana married at proper age and

trained him in military science :
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In about 20 verses King Bukka, is described as giving advice to his son,
explaining him the duties of a prince (King) towards his subjects and
guiding him to be away from indulgence like drinking, hunting, friendship

with women etc.:
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As per the advice and teachings of his father King Bukka, a great
statesman Prince Kampana prepared his army and marched against king

Sambuvardya and defeated him.

As depicted by the poetess Gangadevi Prince Kampana started on the
campaign on an auspicious moment with the chanting of Mantras by the
Brahmins for his glorious victory :
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King Bukka, father of prince Kampana observes the signs of adolescence
in prince Kampana and arranged the marriage of prince Kampana with
Gangadevi :
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Royai recreations of King Kampana :

King Kampana’'s love sports and water sports during the summer and
winter season are described by poetess in a charming manner :
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King Raghunatha and Ramabhadramba :

“In the text Usdparipayam by Krsnadevaraya (17™ century) it is noted that
his queens were Chencha Laksmamma and Kalavati. Vijayaraghava
Nayaka was his son by his chief queen Kalavati. King Raghunitha had a
number of wives is mentioned in all the literary works and
Ramabhadramba calls herself as one of his numerous consorts. The
reference to Kalavati as the senior queen would imply the possibility of
only one wife being the chief consort, while the rest must have been
attached to the royal harem and Ramabhadramba perhaps means this when
she speaks of his other wives as Kanta and not Mahisi or Rapi.” :
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Here, King Raghunatha is cdmpared with God Krsna enjoying the

company of a thousands of beautiful ladies.

From childhood onwards, King Raghunatha was expert in the art of
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swordplay and had a profound and deep knowledge of political science.
He was a great scholar in Sahitya and Sargita and a renowned poet in
Sanskrit and Telugu. According to J. B. Chaudhari (in his introduction of
the text “Sanskrit Poetesses”) : “Ramabhadramba was in the court of the
Nayaka King Raghunatha. She was a great favourite of king, through

whose grace she attained the status of a distinguished poetess.”

Rapa Amarasimha and Devakumarika :
Queen Devakumarika, the wife of King Amarasimmha, gives us the personal
information in fourth canto of the Khandakavya Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti.

The following verses refer to her marriage with Rana Amarasirhha and
birth of their son Sangramasimbha :
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Princess Devakumarika was the daughter of Rapa Sabalasitmhha who was
an abode of wealth, reputation and splendour :
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Devakumirikd, was the mother of Chandrakumarikd with whom she
performed the second Tul/idiana (weighing donations) :
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States of 'women during the regency of KingBukka and King Kampana :
Queen Deviyi was very dear to King Bukka and he enjoyed all happiness
with her beloved. The following verse of canto I reflects the happy life of
king and queen and hence it is rightly titled “Rajadampatyosukhanubhitr’
by the commentator P. S. Shastry :
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Gangddevi, the consort of Virakamparaya occupied a unique position in
the life of King Kamparaya. He was deeply impressed by the talent of -
Gangadevi and made her his queen and gave her all the happiness. He was
so influenced by her poetic skill, that he asked Gangadevi to describe the

rising moon, which she depicted very beautifully :
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Gangadevi, must have been brought up in an ancient tradition of learning.
We find from the present Mahikavya that in those days women used to be
highly educated. Moreover, Gangadevi‘s composition Madhuravijayam is
the direct evidence-that education was given in each field of literature to
ladies also in those days. Gangadevi’s composition Madhuravijayam is an
excellent illustration justifying her in-depth study of different branches of

knowledge like literature, Philosophy, Mythology and Indian culture.

She has given references of Mythological personalities and has cited

various incidents from epics like RZmiyana, Mahabharata etc. :
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Kamadeva
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She has linguistically and thematically studied the text of the celebrated
poets like Kalidasa, Bana, Bharavi, Dandin, Bhavabhiiti, Karnamrta Kavi,

Tikkaya, Agastya, Gangadhara and Vi§vanatha.
Status of women during the regency of king Raghunatha :

There were also lady poetesses like Madhuravani, Ramabhadramba in the
court of king Raghunatha. Madhuravani translated the Andhra-Ramayana

in Sanskrit written by King Raghunatha in Tamil.

In the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya we find references to a number
of ladies who were endowed with literary acumen and scholarship in
different branches of knowledge. It was the age of polygamy when these
kings married number of women. Ramabhadramba, one of the king's
consorts composed a historical poem in Twelve Cantos called
Raghunatha-Abhyudaya to reveal her love and regard for her husband
king Raghunatha. She was a very learned lady embellishing the court of
King Raghunatha. She has depicted the powerful personality as well as

impressive virtues of her husband Emperor Raghunatha.

Madhuravani was another poetess who flourished in the court of King
Raghunatha. Aiyangar Narasimha in his book ‘The Sanskrit Poetess of

Tanjore” states, “The real name of the poetess is not known, but she calls
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herself throughout the work Madhuravani, whick was only a title of
distinction conferred on her by her Royal Patron Raghunatha Bhiipala of

Tanjore in consideration of her charming melodious voice :
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In his court, there were ladies who were clever in performing arts like
music, singing and dancing etc. King Raghunatha used to appreciate and

encourage these ladies :
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Moreover, king Raghunatha’s court was adorned with learned scholars,
philosophers and excellent poets as described by poetess Ramabhadramba
in her Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya in the following verses :
Trqdyd W fid ¥ 99w a9 9 |
Ty, faremtfaydt fafasa aagd wdiqerd™ iTsamarsgea 3.2¢1

TSGR ST aurea e : |
wHifagr: FUSaTRas ey Remfa-Trgaraarfia I Taamga . 4 .43 1

People during the regency of King Raghunatha were accustomed to
various literary forms and fields of scholarship. In his court different
activities pertaining to literature and fine arts were developed which
included music, different types of dance, recitation of poetry and reading
of the text like Ram3iyapa of Vilmiki. King Raghunitha used to appreciate
and give appropriate rewards to a number of scholars and poets who

would attempt to entertain him in his court.

The social information found in the Mahikavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya,
reveals that there was a great deal of interest and enthusiasm on the part

of the monarch and the people associated with him in various fields like
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literature, architecture, fine arts.and spiritzal sciences. The poetess herself
has given the proof of her enlightened and mature personality through her
composition Raghunatha-Abhyudaya replete with several references to

different branches of knowledge and walks of human life.
The Poets patronized by king Acyutaraya and king Raghunatha :

During the reign of King Acyutardya and king Raghunitha, there were
great philosophers learned scholars, poets and poetesses patronized by

these rulers. There was great achievement in the field of literature and art.

The detailed data of the poets patronized by king Raghunatha as stated by

Krishnamachariar’ is as follows :

1. Govinda Diksita : (16™ century AD) was a Brahmin and the Prime
Minister of the Tanjore Kings. Cinna Cevva (1549-1572 AD),
Acyutaraya (1572-1614 AD) and Raghunatha (1614-1634 AD). He
composed Szhitya-sudha which describes the splendid achievements
and heroic deeds of his masters King Acyutardya and King

Raghunatha.

-

2. Rajactidamani Diksita : (17 century AD) was also patronised by

King Raghunitha. He has composed many works as listed herewith:

The works of Rajactidamani Diksita* are as follows :

AVAILABLE NOT AVAILABLE
1. Tantra§ikhamani 1. Prayascittapradipika
2. Sastradipikavyakhya 2.  Sankarsamuktavali
3. Manidarpanam 3. Nyayacidamani
4. Yuddhakandacampi 4. Rﬁghavakgsnapﬁi;daviya’:ﬁ -

3 Krishnamachariar M. : History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, page 234

* Anandarighavam, Rukmini-parinaya by Rajactidimani Diksita and M. T. Narasimha Aiyangar's
Madhuravapi. The Sanskrit poetess of Tanjore are quoted by me in this thesis. I am thankful to the
Director, Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute, Chennai and University of Bombay, Mumbai.
The other works written by Rajactidamani Diksita and the composition authored by Govinda Diksita
viz. Sahitya Sudha as well as the books Raghunathbhupaliya of Krsna kavi and Raghunitha-vilasa,
Raghunitha-vijaya, Sahityaratnakara, Alamkira of Yajfiandrdyana Diksita Vijayavildsam by
Ramabhadramba are not available.
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5. Sankarabhyudayam 5 Yédavarﬁgha\‘rapﬁtidaviyém
6. Kantimatiparinayam 6. Ratnakhetavijayam

7. Kamalinikalahamsa 7. Bharatacampi

8. Anandarighavam 8.  Vrttataravali

9. Kavyadarpanam 9. Sankaracaryataravall

10. Rukmini-parinayam 10. Karhsadhvarsanam

11. Citramafijari

12. Smgﬁrasarvasvam
13. Sahityasamrajyam
14. Alankaractidamani

3. Krsna Diksita : a renowned poet was also patronised by King
Raghundtha. His work is also named as Raghunaitha-Abhyudaya

written in Sanskrit.

4. Yajianarayana Diksita : (7™ century AD) was another court poet
of king Raghundatha. He has authored a number of works like

Sahityaratnakara, Raghunatha-vilasa and Raghunathabhiipavijaya.
Conclusion :

The social evidences found in the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam and
Raghunatha Abhyudayam reveals that there was a great deal of interest
and enthusiasm on the part of the Emperor like king Kampana and
Raghunatha, and the people associated with them in various fields like

literature, architecture and fine arts.

Moreover, these celebrated rulers (14™-18" century AD) of the south used
to patronise a number of scholars and poets in their royal courts. Even the
talented ladies like Gangiddevi, Madhuravani, Tirumalamba and
Ramabhadramba were greatly encouraged to enhance their literary acumen

and artistic skills.

The poetess Devakumarika has highlighted certain important customs and

traditions prevalent in those days. She has referred to different types of
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donations given by the members of the royal family. Thus, Khapdakavya
Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti furnishes significant information regarding
the consecration (Pratisthd) of Vaidyanatha Temple and coronation

ceremony (Pattabhiscka) of prince Sangramasirhha.

This shows that the kings and the queens in those days were dedicated to
the well-being of the people. Poetess Gangadevi and Ramabhadramba
have given the proof of their enlightened and mature personality though
their compositions namely Madhuravijayam and Raghunatha Abhyudayam
replete with several references to different branches of knowledge and

walks of human life.
POLITICAL DATA :
The system of administration :

The political life depicted in these two Mahakavyas namely
Madhuravijayam and Raghunatha-Abhyudaya and the Khandakavya
Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti is based on the system of Monarchy. The
administrative set-up strengthened the position of king and the king was
regarded as the highest authority of political administration i.e. Sovereign.
He was considered as the supreme authority and held all power. His
foremost duty was to protect his subjects from the foreign and internal
troubles by means of good administration. The kingship was hereditary

and the throne passed on generally to the eldest male child of the family.

Since kingship was generally hereditary, meticulous care was taken in
proper protection, education and development of the prince. Prince
Kampana was trained in various arts like music, painting, literature and
wielding of various types of weapons, warfare and archery. His father,

Bukka, himself gave practical advice and instructions to his son Kampana:

b ddereuryg e faar e edta frfEm: |
FOFATIIIAY vaH! vreecaafaay geaq I ayufasa{-3.0

King Bukka is sketched giving instructions to his son prince Kamparmz. In
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the first four verses he asked him to listen carefully to his fatherly advice
and also he should always listen to the advice given by the elderly people:

TRy fhes Fead 98 whY frem wRvseH |
FATH IS AT AAFTAGIAHS a9 IHYUETIH-3 .31

King Bukka pointed out that in the young age there is every possibility of
a person following a wrong path and imbibing vices like egoism, cruelty
and imprudence (arrogance). Therefore a prince should be very careful in
his speech and his behaviour with others. Further, he said that just as the
dark night causes the decrease in the light, similarly the host of vices
found in a young prince brings about his downfall :

JAFHIETARE S Wd=H ad A ied 199 |

feraeera ST fRifa o5 goka el KAy UiaSre-3 .38 0
As is found in Manusmrti there are in all ten Vyasanas (addictions),
arising of kama (passion); accordingly king Bukka have pointed out four
vices causing a downfall of a prince :

s & feareay : afiarg: f&ar #1g: 1
A gure = s SUH T IHTEfa-ese

e fodde I 9 9qrhe |
T TSR W T amefi-e.holl ¢

Sage Manu also refers to eight types of vices due to Krodha (anger) :

= wed AT TR |
argues o e wBiasit s oises: iwgefa-vsel

King Bukka in the four verses points out the dangers due to the addiction
to women, gambling, hunting etc. :
SR THA AN AR |
9 7 farads wEINon g ieE: B 1ayufeasEq 3 .01
form W SitfaauwEysl gl Wi & |
ol SifaaeRa g f et s faaet: inygufasay 3.:%10
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Thereafter, there is a reference to Artbadﬁs‘gg.z :

femfr gd=fa TTH ST SO UeY ¥61 7U: |
ity aeafy foh 7 v werfaegs gt w4: nagfasay-3.320

WeIRUAY gaifa aete it gaifsargft 3¢
fraread o wafpaitad  sfafuaaat oeatft iayufasEag-3.33

qUSE] a9 99 aredresiE gy |
By sty 10 faurcesedaq e a1 iagEfa-v.u

Emperor Bukka thereafter in few verses explained to prince Kampana the
duty of a Ksatriya king as rightly pointed out in the texts like
Bhagavadgiti, Manusmrti and Raghuvamsa :

wire dsi yfacied 93 sreaveETT |

TEAMAIHTEY &1 HH TS 19.71.2¢ 63 1

w @ g fafaem wdvmage: |

FurfarHTsETen 9 T guis i angepfa-v.sg

EEIEIREERICIE I RIESU

¥ o frasara dao SRaa: Igau-2.% 1

FAIfche ATAd TYQY : A U=qI YAy %a: |
A & afgadagt : ymRmeHdat 1Igau-3.43 1

In the following verses he said that a king should perform his duties after

considering the pros and cons of everything :

gAIfE SUR gocHRT 4: YU TE IGHICTHTIRRY |
g gAeE FORUAT FAMT AHESTE gHIG: ITGURESET-3.330

METEATR], Td U ST TR fOraqhrarr |
forn FrersaaTEsaE e st faagites imgzﬂ%mzm 3 3& i

King Bukka finally said that prince Kampa should act with courage and
wisdom, so that he would get more and more wealth and prosperity. In
order to make progress a king should avoid the vices like arrogance,
egoism and cruelty, and then only a king would achieve reputation and

splendour in his life.
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King Bukka, the Founder of the Vijaynagar Empire :
As depicted by the poetess Gangadevi, king Bukka was the founder of the
Vijaynagar Empire :

HTHI, I AEAH-I&EA: |
s 310 T e sREtge: 1 AYafEsET 2R

Sage Manu has pointed out the supremacy of a king :
I T S s forwddifaga ward |
e gdE TeEmg sy mefa v

w W i Ffaeer geamgE: |
FuiirETEETn o TS gEsrtEar iwgefa vy

Accordingly king Bukka and king Kampana looked after the people and
gave them the desired objects. King Kampana was thus regarded as an
incarnation of God Visnu. Verses from the Mahakdvya Madhuravijayam
are as follows :

H THEWHUEEl oed 59 8 |

sifaraesnfra &t AeeReRThH: IHYafasEaT 2 .gvl

frmgaRies=ar e e gy |

TR (AN A= "IEET: IS - .4 |

sy gemdy u g wemasgan |1

TEH W AR W™ Ay quitaE imyufasai- ek

FRESTIRAIHaT<T gaal a7w: s |

FYHAadte i) gRaHya @ gad o 1S -y ]
As it said by Sage Manu :

qrel WA ER afE gurfafy |

WIS q91E wded aR@o iwgefa-v.R0

w ud fremacfafradsane: |
FoRarguasr vREafemn: gs: ingepfa-e.e
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giEe w0 g YSAWRY 9o |
Fafdswersirer fe T wfu gsad aagspfa-v.ee

He is depicted as leading a huge army against the kings like Jalaluddin
Hasan Shah and Camparaya. During his march King Kampana was
accompanied by the Feudatory Kings like Cola, Keral and Pandya
revealing his great royal splendour :

HIHGD IHTAF Araqaiord=yEy |

waffave 99 WHIEd daeH Ivgafeasa-y.ol

gegmAaaaTRed fayton argenfe: |

AT 916 TEISE, 1agUfesay-v.22 i

STHIhR @l T rREify: |
desteareard e gy @ igafasa - v.3R0|

While going for march the ladies of the city, showered dried grains (L34ya)
on him and thus honoured their monarch King Kampana :

STFIRETS « TR0 Ty T aTfsT |
st ferg iy wywet same ingfasa-v.33

King Raghunatha as an ideal ruler :

The Southern India especially Dravid region modern Tamil Nadu in the
province comprising of Kanchi, was ruled by the kings belonging to the
Niayaka family (15™-17" Century AD) like king Timma, king Cinna
Cevva, king Acyutaraya and emperor Raghunitha Nayaka.

In the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya the following verses depict
Raghunatha as an ideal king taking utmost care of his subjects and
therefore looked upon as Janaka (father) by his subjects. During his reign
the people also obtained utmost happiness as described by poetess
Ramabhadramba :

T8 g1 Whes WSET TSI 497 A1 IRaeg=a+ |
AT W e siEy 4 s9e agf=r it e gaq -3 .61
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Frfeafacamauga afrgwafa waraaifreEad |
Fag7 9 f daw g aafa e gaarea: 173 820

He was regarded as an incarnation of Lord Visnu in the following verses
and was also compared with Indra and God Rama :

TR FOIE AFGT JAAEAGIARNA: |

SR fay: foewe v9 SO ITAE ST -4 e

wWiTeufteiamr afryyiea]y qufa: |
W TS TRETARE gl 1T Ea -y 3 i

Vijayotsava (Festival on Conquest or Victory) :

The festival on conquest or victory was called “Vijjayotsava’ in those
days. Every king used to go on an expedition of conquest over his enemies
and on his return with victory his subjects and his family members

received him with great joy.
Setting out for an expediﬁtion (King Kampana) :

In the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam prince Kampana, son of king Bukka
after his early military training in all other branches of politics was

encouraged by his father for the preparation of march :

I YUERHE TSR : THA THYGEH, WI={Er, |
gy srEtmatdays: gl aamesgdfia imyafesas 3.8

In the concluding verses of canto III, there was a commencement of the
royal march of King Kampana towards Kanchi, ruled by Sambuvaraya
King Kampana started his march at an auspicious moment and the
Brahmins chanted the mantras of the Atharvaveda :

aat werd e faspydt : gurfmeEEgaTaaiid : |

5Ty FufRastafridr fenfies yersgmagg imgafasa-3 .

A fe fayr « fastdstanmm |

srafa=r=gR Sfafffta qasy inyafasEn-v.2) 1

Poetess describes the huge army of King Kampana decorated with
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elephants, horses and foot sojdiers. In the fourth Canto there is a reference
to fourfold army of king Kampana consisting of infantry, cavalry,

elephants and chariots :

AY AL HEg Arvarignves: |

WO Hofigd Wiraroggi: imyafasy .31
HTGATAAVSIT SHCEATSH: |

Igoprd R Tarageaft agreaft: anyufasas v
SEEH I ATAYAT a1

Haffawe Wy SHAE daeH nayiesE .ol
forrgemersne ferre—gfsa: |

qeewrd wefed faemer: =it wer: wwyuiasaq-v.c |
FHUMUHTUITE FAHIGUSIUE: |

WS- Hedl 1Ha vl TQEE: 1AYgIfasa-¥.] i
YHROREARAT a8 B Ha : |

A=y Wigr 39 R mygafasa -y .20

Thus with numerous troops king Kampana crossed the outer gate of the
city Vijaynagar :

g 7 @@ gy WAty |
A fEaariiT WP EIYT NS —¥.30 I

Poetess Gangadevi beautifully depicts the army of King Kampana

accompanied by the Cola, Keral and Pandya kings in the following verses:

¥ 99 Wedl Q1 ATIERFI: |
TGS T 39 AIRd: NHYfESET-¢.34 |
Y Feurad i garefAfrE g |

HACTATGART THERBAEH qOH 7Y -¥.X%
w gryarfeatty Arearyaentat |

faftfEarravadl =aeracAfe iaygufasai-ys.uel

There is a depiction of dual fight between King Kampana and King

Sambuvaraya alias Jalaluddin Hasan Shah where the latter was defeated
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and killed by the powerful monarch Kan:panz :

HadAreaTtag asaas e |

=3 sfrswuie Mo fiag: wnyafasE-y.a30
st femma = gsmdrs T e )

et fee 5o frm: imyaferm -y
IR Yfewar dRwafier gEwiygy |

TEATETeIe A faesa fgad iayufasa-v.oc
Fafs feaaari =T Fragefaygie |

AT : ufd QG Aedl foposTer Iwgufasaq-v.c2 |
Y FiEacEy Yer: FFoufa: |

HHUIE =Tvg FaIsquiafes iayafasa -y.c
o8 gy graafd Jien s

S, FOTIAN ARG IEET WET |
FrE YA g wivfquri s
e FrafraafdfgrEgavesq imyafasaq-v.c2 |0

Thus, we find a great deal of significant information related to the
political situation and different strategies adopted by the rulers of

Sangama dynasty, particularly king Bukka and his son Kampana.
Setting out for an expedition (King Raghunatha) :

There are vivid picturesque accounts of expeditions in the present work
Raghunatha-Abhyudaya. Also there are poetic descriptions of the army
going to war or battle and there is a vivid depiction of the soldiers running
from the battlefield. When king Raghunatha would march towards the
Portuguese rulers there used to be a roaring sound of the drums on the
battle field. On hearing that fierce sound the enemies used to run away out

of the great terror created by the monarch Raghunatha :

ARENA T REYA TAEAFTA T 994 |
FEIHEERWATY T e[l UR=RT 3aar i Sqq v g4 1
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frrpaTeae sEyAEr FRyew: 9vfs =T e gfa o
rergerd e fRfffedsds i aaf R fde fasd: itgmarsggat-¢ wui

e yeeavfaead wEysh Afeuansu=al |

gurTa : Glagrarfafa ga sortEar: wasatadiemT: 1ITAarEa - L& il
TAAIRRERFUG! KIS0 Nggd: Ggew: |

wygeqTor: gifstar franryg v Iarfesasiie saariq IgAmEr e aq 2o .22
A= TSRS T8t waETeEr aemE |

A= ATy FUY el SAd ST an, 1A eaq -0 .2

Usually, as we know the armed forces of a king are under the command of
a general. In this Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya we find that the

king himself led his army and led invasions against the hostile rulers.

Commentator P. S. Shastry states “King Raghunatha in 1589 AD helped
Venkatadevardya the ruler of the Karnat empire in getting back the empire
from Parasikas (Yavanas) and his fame as a great warrior came to be
established soon after his victory at Penukonda.” :

FAff TR IR fad v fafradarm |

AATHASATI AT, TISTH AT NI SIH -9 98 I

.. King Raghundtha defeated and imprisoned Colaga, the ruler of
Devikottah :

Y 1 TATGYIASIN IR ASTHREARAS |

qEHT LA UT: THSIRG U T aregas@eT] 1T Eaq-¢ .Rul
qrore farferarenermeET: der @ A9 g sl |

E: W CAE I WS TR igasacafas qerfaar ITaremgaaq-¢ R |

From Devikottah, King Raghun:"{tha landed on the Jaffna coast where he

defeated the Portuguese and restored the Jaffnese ruler on his throne:

aar yioar adfs o=t fauagas 9 fammdta: |
s i ety =gy quf fifee ase iITgTEarsgEan - R0
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FureuriRatrrerddssoer ¢ fRgumerd = 1A eI -] 22 |
frfSrareds Juresea gatferTen WA |
e aeadaffvargaed daf: irgmErEEE-R 2k

The present Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya thus contains significant
data regarding the political upheavals and administrative problems which
were skilfully resolved by the great emporer Raghundtha (17 Century AD)
King Raghunatha thus, succeeded in defeating the Portuguese as well as

Mughal Kings.
Expedition of king Sangramasimha :

After the coronation ceremony of King Sangramasimha in the year 1772
AD, king Sangramasimmha was attacked by the Mughal king Dalelkhan
who was, however, imprisoned and killed by the army of king
Sangramasimbha :

TR FHTHIAARAE A6 =S STIIT aa3d |

{3 : 8 W0 : YA frauvdd eHenTesd Ia9Td LY. &

Ry gagd : gumfdsw 9 dgued: |

HR weifeEe P Jarguonfaa o seiq 1de@ g 9ny.R ] |

THBEM WRFHRE qafaer i gsmem |

g Tradid e sfi agisers wiosrags! idey uny .82

gaIfadRe SEafE @ oSy Tueg 4wl |
FEAIATS SY, WG I§d ¥a fufefes aq 1d=rmeg 9r.y.2.23 1

ST SgagRUET S ufid 9 |
TS GUiaTHAEagHl 99 SR ETaIs U, 19T UnY.R.Q% 0

The dynasty of Guhilots referred in the Khandakiavya Vaidyanatha-
prasada-prasasti were adorned by renowned rulers such as Bappa Ravala,
Hammira, Ksetrasithha, Mokala, Kumbhi, Udayasimha, Pratapasiriha,
Amarasimhha, Rajasirhha as shining sons of God Sun. There are 28 kings

referred in the Khandakavya Vaidyanatha-prasida-prasasti which describe
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their deeds as heroic Rajput rulers. (See vide Chapter IV, Historical for

details).

The contemporary, Muslim rulers during that period that period are as

follows :-
Liaksa (1382-1397 AD) < Mohammad Lodi
Sangrama (1509-1530 AD) <> Ibrahim Lodi
Pratapa (1571-1597 AD) < Akbar
Amarasihha I (1597-1620 AD) <> Shah Jahan
Rajasimmha (1654-1681 AD) < Aurangzeb
Ministers :

To carry on the administration successfully, the king depended on the
assistance of the council of ministers. The king used to have worthy and
competent ministers who would control the administration during his
absence from the state. They used to be well educated and learned in the
science of politics and were the best advisors of the king in times of

difficulty.

In the Mahakavya Ragbunéiba—Abbyudaya it is stated by the poetess that
the ministers used to decorate the street as a part of preparation of
victory-march of king Raghunatha :

UEA IR aq1 FrRn-erRrn gfEe: ggdd |

yeimwfaad yart yadaaTaifasrg ITaargea .38 1

The ministers of the feudatory king Krsnappa Nayaka were equally aware
of the well being of their state and therefore advised him not to join
Colaga, the ruler of the region Devikottah :

TR EgsnaufR gt wf=em foier |
foren wdswfaiRd war faamaam: eftmefda iIcgarsgeas-¢c o111

The coronation ceremony of Yuvarija Raghunitha was performed with
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great pomp with active participation of the ministers and other officials of

the kingdom :

FTR <M FHed TIRATSHITSTH_ |

Teafaurg fayt=d= gara+ Jausaaq ITATgrgEaq-9.34 1
TUrEdEH a8 Feu=rererar wiEEw: e |

qerfirteiaad vt yreda-aaaatiysry ITgaandEaH—9 38 |
YR 7 ¥ q5d qg0) Agsqaan |

AR d =g : fHer diausifags i ergsaq-v.¥o I
TIRM®S TATTAY : TRES 39ad s 9gA: |

srered AierRTeTRorTioreRrddfear sramae IS T I -9 %2 0

There are references in the work Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti to minister
Haraji, who helped Queen Devakumarika in the renovation of the temple
of Vaidyanatha :

qEfEq 7 e onfees: grayal aikis: |
F: g HEOr FRYAET FET FcaT GEiEUR: 134w Iy R0

According to Sage Manu, a king should keep a watch on his enemies by
appointing spies and know about the hostile rulers in his region.
Moreover, a king should take light taxation from his subjects.
Accordingly king Kampana skilfully appointed his spies and believed in
light taxation as it is evident from the following verses of the Mahdkavya

Madhuravijayam :

AYES YEaIfha e st o 7 fefage iy |

yfeaerora= faawar yyadifafen yaafea paygufasag-y .
FqfaegarEfa vt ggad qfeagsfafdt -
fafaugeafad et gofead YF Gaegd IRqUiasay-y .4 |

g 9 W aea T WSS |
AT IR AT 1 diedq naqepfa-v.sct

FAT oA o9d TS Hdl o9 HHUIH |
AT 9 S Feqaedad HU 1 iagefa-v.23¢1



212

AATCTEIHE<ATY aTdfshlacagyar: |

qATEqTedl gETasal UPTHHIE®: F: 1A fa-9.23%10
JAEIEY A9 HEANY a9 T |

Fra:-qugar = virda | |9 imgerfa-u.uli
Fee aEfay 9 g=Ed 9 aada: |

IR 9AE AvESE | 1HgEfa-u.que

As portrayed by poetess Ramabhadramba, king Raghunatha too employed
clever and tactful spies and messengers, who resided in the regions of

enemies and put a watch on the activities of the hostile kings.

In the present composition, Raghunatha-Abhyudaya, the spies of king
Raghunatha informed about the sad demise of king Venkatadevaraya and
also about the activities of King of Pandya and Tundira :

FAteusifafin: gad : hREET TSR

gafeag 9ufa 4@ @ Safan: ga@a =9 1T qi- < .Y

o TRE T oo e SiftraeTe: |

®g qU FEAATTUGH] S ARtEEdi IAagEa ¢ .33 |

TG IrqERerr 4w v 949 fifae fer )

7% WA e aagd s I Ea -] .0l

Priests and Brahmins :

The teachers and priests used to play an important role in religious as well
as other important administrative functions and were thus treated as

friends, philosophers and guides by the King.

There were learned priests, in the royal court to guide the king in religious
and spiritual matters as advised by Sage Manu in his Manusmyti :

TR T T aiida: |
Afegefagafa=Sdy o A 1wgEifa v.aen

Accordingly in the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya, it can be noted

that Brahmins used to perform different types of sacrificial rituals :
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U SFREARRST: wa1 faureaf= wweaar |
wd fafada a1 yeirererefaonts . goed afg: igararEaE-s Lt

As per the advice of the learned Brahmins King Raghunatha ordered to

imprison Colaga, the ruler of Devikottah region :

eI w9 FAosil A g9 sRfAed FefE we
3f fayalediRaw yooiorewfireyr Saaria 1T ST -¢ 2ot i

In the Khapdakavya Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti also sage Harita, Guru
of Bappa Ravala is portrayed as a great devotee of Lord Siva :

qGT {AT FAEaEt sriaar s Al |
¥ tHfory faftacgoat fadwdfie fdefe: idwmyg 91928

FIfEy Tae SAAwS! TR U |
framyadeagfegd T wEEnfa Ayt 13T 91.9.2.91

TERYT g fagatararaeny g fafs: |
ST s & weiRsiogs fasl: gaer idsme 91.9.2.¢1

Besides a Brahmin named Sukhardma, was appointed by Queen
Devakumarika in the task of collecting appropriate material in order to
renovate and consecrate the idol of God Vaidyanatha :

gurgaHAfafy syuw qafea: dfirgamas: |
e ade fwirfdwese 1eied: 199 I E |

Conclusion :

We find a great deal of significant information related to the political
sitnation and different strategies adopted by the rulers of Sangama

_ dynasty particularly king Bukka and his son king Kampana.

Also the Maf;ékévya Raghuniatha Abhyudaya contains significant data
regarding political upheaval and administrative problems which were
skilfully resolved by the emperor Raghundtha (17" century AD) who
succeeded in defeating the Portuguese and the Mughal kings. The text

Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti provides information regarding the political
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situation prevalent during %™-18% centary in which different kings of
Guhilot dynasty ruled over that part of Mewar. The powerful and
courageous rulers like Ksetrasirnha, Laksd, Sangramasimha-I,
Pratdpasihha and Amarasithha bravely fought with the Muslim kings like
Lila Pathan, Mohammad Shah Lodi, Ibrahim Lodi, Akbar and Shah Jahan
respectively and tried their best to protect our motherland and to relieve

her from the clutches of hostile invaders during 16™ to 18™ century AD.



