(ii)
PREFACFE

I take this opportunity to express my deep sense of gratitude to my guide
Prof. Dr. Uma Deshpande for her guidance and suggestions regarding the
subject matter, her motherly care, lending of books and giving inspiration
in various matters, without which this work would not have been
completed. In spite of the heavy pressure of work as a head and professor,
she always spent her precious time in discussing various points connected
with the thesis and has taken keen interest in going through each and

every word of the present work.

I am very much thankful to Dr. V. Kameshwari (director of Kuppuswami
Research Institute, Chennai) and Dr. Devadatta Sharma of Udaipur for

helping me by providing the required materials.

I am equally thankful to Prof. J. P. Thaker (Vadodara), Dr. R. P. Mehta
(Ahmedabad), Dr. Rajendra Nanavati (Vadodara) Prof. Vasant Patel
(Surat), Dr. Pragna Joshi (Ahmedabad), for supplying me the books in

connection with the thesis.

I also express my gratitude to the staff of the Geography, History, Marathi
and Hindi Departments for providing me required material and

information about the required topics.

I particularly express my thanks to Dr. M. L. Wadekar and Dr. Meenaben

Pathak for giving me relevant information.
I am also obliged to Prof. S. V. Deshpande for his affectionate treatment.

I also thank the staff members of the Hansa Mehta Library, who have
helped me a lot in lei;ding the books especially Mr. Pravinbhai Jani and
Mr. Rameshbhai Patel.

I wish to acknowledge the help given by my parents, in laws, relatives, all
the members of Bhatt and Trivedi family and all my well-wishers who

have directly or indirectly helped me during this period.



(iii)

I am verv grateful and indebted to my husband and son Jay for patiently
standing by me during this strenuous period by showering their love and

concern.

Last but not the least, I thank Jigeeshubhai and Mihirbhai Thaker of
Visiontech for spending most of their time in typing my thesis with great

care.

N

-~
VAgtaL- R TRVED!



