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Chapter IV
The Followers of Gokulsnathajl
oxr

The ‘'Fourth House!

(1) 'The Fourth House'.

VI heel seven sons, GO was the fourth smong
them. It is said that the eldest son Giridharajl
was the Dharmi Svertpa and the next six sons
represented the six qualities ag ?ajés g%rya, Vlrya, stri,”
Yastas, J,-énana snd vairagya )n According to this view,
GO was the yas'as svarupa of the Lord snd congsequently
his fame spread in far off quarters of theland, This
belief seems to have taken place later. Whatever 1t
nay be, it is a recorded fact that GO was The mos¥®
i1llugtrious of the seven sons. wvel '\f‘I? thought very
highly of him and many times consulted him on matbers
household as well as religious and spiritusl. It is
reported that he geve him (GO) his own turban and mala
quring the last days of his life on this esrth.® His
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generous nature, his usual practice of giving discourses
(called the Vac), his amiable, manners and his greab
affection for the Véi§éavas drew many persons towﬁrds
hime During his journey to Gujarat in 1lo46=47 V.S., he
initiated a counsiderable nﬁmber of people. - The event
known as malapreddfiga, made him more famous and a good
number of persons accepved him as their gﬁru; Beéides,
he lived fairly a long life of 89 years and that fact
also made the number of higs followers, grester than thaf
of other Gosvamis. In a work named ¥ gcadXCIRGTAGHTITTT
it is steted that vhe number of GO'SlébllOWGPS was nearly
5000 in 1733 V.S.%. This number is the number of the
families and not of the individuals.

Because GO was fhe fourth son of V?, in the
gect, his followers are known as the followers of the
'Fourth House' or 'Jéi Jai Gokules'avala's They differ -
from the followers of the rest 'Six Housesg' in respect
of the forehead mark’ and in respect of the modeof

s . 4
worship to a certain extent.

2+ Vide agppendix Noa.5e ‘
3. Vide Chapter III (&) (i) Tilskenirnayae
4, Vide Sevasarvasva by Nerottem Shastri of Kepadvan]

for the mode of worship of the 'Fourth House'.
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(ii) wa tyﬁes of GO‘é'fblloweréz :
' The followers:of GO form two main types

or lelSlOIIS the Bharuc.Ls and the thadlas. The
fovmer are also 1ron1cally called the Pavadlas,
_ because they worship the. wooden footwear (Padukas)
of GO. But the word Pavagla 1nvplve§ The faults
of #FeTfg andﬂ“ﬁmfﬁﬁ" be cause there are other
vai§?avaswwpo yorshipdth§”§§dﬁk§s of'Go:and others
and there m»- are the Bharuézé; who being not able to
get the Padukss, worshlp a part of GO's garment or his
hair or his letter oF only Yémunail. The word.ﬁlmadla
is ironically useditp;méke:anfglliteratlon with the
word Pavadia . TheiNEmgq{§s are so called, be cause
they attach much more importance to certain rules and
conventions. For example, the Bherucls would commence
the spraying of the foun'béins ‘in the temples, when we
(Buman beings) feel hot in the sumer, while the
Nima?iEs Wduld commence £0 do.so only from the fourteenth
dsy of the bright helf of the month of Vaigddkha. The
Bherucls would offer o guilt to the Lord and put the
flre-place in front of the Lord, when it is cold, while %
the Nlmadlas woald commence "to do so om the 1lth day of
the bright half of the‘mogth of Kartika, even if the
cold sesson starts esrlier.

It is slso said that. those who worsh;p
or believe in the descendents of VL (1.e. all the

Gosvemls ) are the Nmac}las,, that is, all va:.:?x.zavas
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minus theuBharuc'i's are ealled the N'imac}'i'é's.'s

(iii) The ﬁiﬁaaEE_Vaisnavas

The Nimadlas do ‘not dlfiev very much from the
bulk of the Pustlmarglya Valsnavas, l.e.. from those
-belonging to the 'Bix Houses‘ The- mlmadlas consider
all the Gogvemls. ‘devine, pay presents tﬁheta) to them
and go ;or the Lord's dars'sna, in the bgmples belonging
to the 'Six Houses'. But for the initiation ceremony,
-they approsch the Gosvaml, who occupies the seat (Gadl)
"at Gokul, which (seat) belongs to the 'Fouruh House'.
Unlike the followers of the 'Six Houses!?, they consider
the birthdate of GO as “the {Great>Festival? and celebrate
it with grest faith snd pompe Like the followers ofthe
 'Six Houses', there are,-among«thém,'differeﬁt types
of Worhh;ppers.~ In the morning after bath, some
followers make the different marks on the body,- utter
the SS or its Gujarati Translatlon, turn the rosery for.
 five or more times and read some of the stotras and/or
the 'Sixteen Treatises',s In the e#ening, they read
in their houses or listen to in the temples, the vartas'
'-and other scriptures. This 1s only nams=seva. Others
' institute the Lord's. Sverups in their houses, after
being allowed by The Gosvaml and offer to the Lord
crystallea sugar dally, and soie people offer a sweel
(called- nagarl) too, in addition. They follow the above=
,mentloned ‘routine (ie.ee nama-seva) also. This type of -
worsh;p cannot be. called the full and authentic
Pustlmarglya worship, but because all people are not
able to observe sll the conventlons and the complete
‘mode of worship, as done by the 'maryadls‘ they try

5. Vide for some more details,-Bheraruci Nimsdia
kalahs, Fe39. ' '

~
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to follow practices which sre conmwenient to them.

Then, there is another type of_the valsnavas,
who are cslled the 'maryadis'. They insbtitute the Lord's
Svarupa (a portrait, or some book or some garment ebc,)
in their hoﬁses and perform the Lord's worship with all
the rules and conventions, either in the morning or
both in the morning and in the eveninge. Among the
"marysdis'! also, there are adopted different modes of
worship according to their convenience. ‘They accept only
that focd snd water which are offered ﬁo the Lord snd
never btake meals or any other‘fhing in the hotels or
restaurants and neger use tap-wéter. The modes of worship
and the conventions followed by the 'maryadis' and $heir
austere conduct sre diffécult t‘o follow in these days,
end also faith in tke such worship is diséppearing fas%,
and, therefore, this class of the Vai§qavas is gebting
diminished day by day.

It is noteworthy that the temples, belonging
Yo the 'TFourth House' are generally managed by the
Vai§gavas themselves and the GOSVEmiiﬂahErEja, occupoying
the seet abt Gokul, does not interfere in their day -

to - day or economic affairs.

(iv) The Bharucl Veisnavas




LR .425. LX)

The BharucIs® form a group among themselves.
Among them also, there are ‘maryadis' as well as the
'non-maryadis! Theycall their sect as Mahsd-marga also.
Lhey sre very much different from the other vais:{lavas,
either belonging to the 'Six Houses' or the 'Fourth House'.

They look upon GO ss the Highest Lord’, snd consider VL

6e It is said that the word Bharuci is not correct.
The correct word is bhararuc‘i/( i.e. having profound
spiritual attitude), which, in collogquial parlance,
became Bharuci. But + think, this is a later explanstion.
Mohanbhal snd his femily, who looked upon GO, as the Great
Lord, hailed from Brosch (Bharucs) and all those who
followed him in such s belief were and are.called the
Bharucls. The periodical Pug?imudh'é (Vole IV = Noe5,
second title-page) notes that the original word is
Vararuci snd is explained in the Varsruci = narga -
prakas'a. I think, this appears to be a later effort to
sanskritise the word Bharuci.
7. Cf. #TagnIgeTaY ¥: U¥d: [ESTTAN: |

o sgEaTEgEET AT 1

- K. Bhattass Kellola I = 3 - 5.
¥ SEYSTYa 99T &N 1T FOHIEr ATHI |
Y Hfagaya €, w?n?éarTu ¥
- = Mahavadass: Hasakos'a,

S'obhansg 16 = 14,
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as his mouth 1ncarnatlon and VI e» his: heart. They
do not go to. any Pustlmarglya temples fbr.Zérs ana,
 nor do they pay obeisence to- the Gosvauls. They do
nob believe 1n the pqpular Eustzmarglya belief that
 the descendints 0f VL are to be looked upon ss Vu,s
and do not bow down to the different idols (nidhi~

- 8varupss) of the Lobq in the Pu§?im3r§§ya:temples.

i Their mode of worﬁﬁip and their‘devotiénal sttitude
(bhava) are also dlffereat from those of others. They
do not worshxp any portralb of GO or any £301 of GO

" or any other form of the ‘Lord. wheJ congider the .
'Hedukasﬁ _a. garment, a letter or “hair of‘GO\-,anythihg
that is” touched by GO, to be the‘f8varﬁpa' of GO, 7 and
worship any of the above items as “the Lord Himself,
Some of . them, institute S'ri Yamunaal (of course, in
A a pitcher) and worship Ber as the Lord. They conceive
great reverence for things énd?perééns in éontact with
GO. They do not llke ény via media between them and
GO, the;r Lord, Other followers of the Pustlmarga

8+ Cf. the popular saying #Ta?au%'ﬁﬁﬁ_aa'ﬁT TTERTI

9, This ig an-old-trad@tion;i:inrBﬁddhist m;dé of woréhhg ‘

e find that they'worship the urn étq.‘whiéh containg some
remnant of Buddha s body.. In Kérahﬁa, ﬁhere is one

‘ family, where an old diadem of S'r1 Nathaal is

_worshxpped ( Vide VS Vo;. VII -‘2.P.19,). 
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offer all the preparations of food to the Lord, while

the Bharucis offer only one dish to Him and then the
 'Pragida’ is mixed with the remaining pi*ep&fations.
Generélly the songs of the eight (aggachaﬁa) poets are
sung in the Pu§§im§rg§yétemples,-While‘the Bharqcis
sing songs composed only by Go's devotéeé (méhéd‘-
bhaﬁtas), who were his contemporsries. They celebrate
the birthdate of GO as the 'Great Festivel' and also
observe some of the dayé, previous to GOfs‘birthqéte
too, as festivsls. They géther and keep ;wakg +ill
midnight on the day, previous to GO's birthdste, and
sing songs (dholas, padas, etc.) descrlblng GO's life
and activities. ULhis type of- gathering and 51ng1ng
~ and danciog (not only among the Bharucls, but among
other vaisnavas also) might be an influence of the
Caitanya sect, where singing in assemblies is very
usual. They .also celebrate the birthdéteé of VI, VT,
Krsna, and also of the great devotees of GO, such as
" liohanbhsi, Bahenaairaaa and Gokulbhal.

When a child is nearly &ho monthsold,
the tradition, amogg’the Bharucls, is to 'put round
its neck, an offered tulasimalg. Thosea who
want to adopt the Wéy of the ‘mérygdis', get initiated
at one or another place, séored in their view.
From the sbove, we find that ‘the Bharuc1s

believe GO as their only Lord and have great falth in
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and reverence for everythlng that is. connected wmth GO,
Their attltude of ananyata (seeklng refuge in God alone)
is reaglly a great'v1rtue, Angnyas raya is one of the

" cardinal principles of'thé ?ﬁsﬁimﬁfga' and we £ind it
*-fully observed, among the Bharucis. It is sald that they
even do not follow certaln Vedic Gonventlons and
traditions, lest their obgervance should break their

_ vow of snanysta. It is like a protestant school,
protesting to the leaning towards;the ﬂ%dic énd worldly
traditions.. Accordlng o them, themeanlna of ananyata
is very-deep. The form (&varupa) of one Krsnallla

. is @iifferent from the svarupa of “snother llla and
hence if one has faith-in an orsh:.ps one SVarupa,

to
one should not worship ano ther svarupa. fw—a—-p&we
P&S$%me3%&yaﬂth6“ﬁﬂ%Tﬁ@ei&e 3951des, dlf”erent devotees

worship with different—devétlonal attltudes,and therefore,

10. Cf*hamﬁmmq% avxffw«ﬁmnarm
W%WW%WW ?rrﬁa'rma"}mﬁﬁ

¥ TRy P, &Wmﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁw wemarm
ﬁﬁ%wﬂw ﬁ{waﬁwamqmmm%
.?ﬂ‘fﬁm @aﬁm%&mmaﬁwa’rw
T T FT =Hm’ P e ies, SETO® WY TG
‘me’tﬁtqﬁaﬁ”rmﬁqm"r%ﬂﬁ. |

- Gopaldas: Tabtvarthadohsn: Anugraha Vol,XIV-ll=12,
Po426=270 .
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' they. (meryadis) take only. that food end water which

are offered to théir own personal deity (sevya SVarupa) e
. Because the Bharuc1s believe in only GO,
;they gre criticised very much in the Pustlmarglya
society. It is sald that thelr mede of worship and their
beliefs are. agalnst eh the- conventlons of the Eustlmarga.
The SK. relates an anecdotzvhat VT was engaged in the
worship of the Lond when he got the news of GO's birth.
S0, he was polluted according to the custom- and was
deprlved of the Lord's worshlp. He, ‘therefore, pronounced
a curse that his (GO's) followers will be averse
(bahlrmukha) 0 Pustlmarglya praculces.ll But

."such a report is not con51stenb with VT'S character snd
is hlstorlcally untrue and appears to be malicious.

It is true that the Bha:cuc:Ls do not follow all the

11, cf.mmmmmmams
‘ gﬁzaﬁﬁwaﬁﬁw:}mau

- SK - P, B3, . . - .
12. ‘'he 8K says that VT was at baranata at: the time of

-GO's blrth, ‘I'he baaaana Mandana, wrltten in’ 1683 TeSe
- ‘says that he wes at Girirajs. The SK was written in -
1729 V.S. and hence the former work 1s more trustworthy.
Vrndavanadasa also says in ove pada that af%'?az
_Wﬁaﬁmmﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂt%m’%l ’



eoelb2Bene

Pustimarglys traditions, but it is not correct to say
that they cannot be included in to the Pu§§imgrg§ya
fold.

A1l the Bhsrucls do not get initisted at one
place or site. Some ég them get inivisted at Broach,
gsome ab Vallabha-gh"é“fa (Gokul) , some at Deoghd.hab'érig
and some at Badhalpure. It is said thaet a few of them
go to a spot, where MoggthE (& devout follower of GO)
sat near Gokul for meditation, snd get initiated there.
A few of them go to Godhra where Motabhal's cerriage
(m3fo) is kept and get initiated there. Besides, some
of theqéo to Kspadvenj at the temple, sacred to
Behenajirsjs, for initiation. They sll believe in
GO's Lordship and sing the compositions of the
earliest Bharucls, as ststed gbove.

Among the followers of GO, there is another
group of Veisnavas who follow Gosvaml &'ri Ramagalglaji
(birth 1904 V.5.) of Mathurs. He and hig followers have
accepted the traditions of the Bhsrucis , but they
believe in the Lordship of VL and VI also. It is said
that they utbver H?ﬁ# daTfey ot the end of the initiation
formuls (Mivedsna mentra) and remember great devotees
of G0, like Ratanabsl at thet ##% time. Again, there

are some followers (in the 'Fourth House'), who believe
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in the Lordsh;p of Gosvami Stri Kanalyalalaal

aliss Vitthales' aai (birth 1925 TeS. ), one of the sons

of 5'rl Ramsnslalaji snd who was'adopted for the seat of

Gokul, o o -">- - _ R
Amohg"the followefs nf Gé there are %0

others who belleve VL and VT also to _be the chhest

‘Lord. HarlrayaQI whose 1n1tlatlon ceremony was

performed by GO, wﬁobe stotras and namava11 laﬁdlng

him greatly, but he st the same tlme, laﬂds VL and

VT also. Moreover GO . hmmself says in his long

' com -on the 83, that his fbllowers looked uponkgs

: Purusottama, but they would not please the Acarya

vize. VLj and he con31dered that state of affalr as

God's will.'? so, it sppesrs thst GO did not like

that he should be worshipped,as‘the‘Hiéhest Lord.

Could it be that some of his followers héd some mystic

experlence to that effect, which led them to believe

1n his Lordshxp . It is also p9531blefthat they might

have started to do so;becéuse VT used to think very

1. Gf. ggageTRTTafFaTsRvT it wrfé YywWa @
RE:l QETEHEIT : mwrﬁaqﬁﬁaamm
T mﬁwﬁm gt Tasyfya .

7 & waTvTead: | meﬁwﬁm (%T?TVFF)
WW‘I‘WWW mﬁamma-
mﬂfﬁ, - P. MS, P.264.
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highly of him, becsuse he commanded greatb affecfion
and regpect from almost all the vai§?avas and
becsuse he ceme out with leurels in theévent of
méléprasaﬁga. |
As regards the initistion, it is said that
GO sllowed four ways for it: by a dresm, by a Gosvaml,
by a letter onGostmi or by & devotee. G0 is not
very dogmatic sbout. . He has allowed initiation even
for s second time, if it is necesssry from the spritusl
point of view. ?t The letter of Bhelass is quoted in
the favour of the alternatives mentioned sgbove, bub
as pointed out in the‘chaéter III (e), that letter
spesks of only némgcceremony. But there sre Vac of
GO, in which bhe has advocéted initiation ceremony by
the devotees.l5 As regerds initiation by a letter,

Yy N S et P e

15. It is reported that Mohanbhai was allowed to perform
the 1n1tlaulon ceremony before the Lord's Sverupa.

Vide the lines, well knowa among Tthe Bharucms :

ﬁmwmﬁ Hel JRERY dafag
ﬁ%mwra’rma‘ru mmww”rmzﬁﬁ% an’:‘muu
mﬁ{mmnatﬁﬁ%mm%ﬁél arrrmta'rma

o000 0p

@Wﬂmﬁgmﬁu wn

14, Vide VS Vol. VIII — 2, Pu16, Vac No.218.
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it is said that the daughbter of Govindadasa

CnipsdiZ was initisted by s letter of 0,10

(v) Literature of the Bharucls

After the passing away of GO, some of his
devotees dlied of pangs of separstion from him.l?
They are popularly known as the 78 Bh'éfé;avad;yas.

But there were many who continued ‘to live and passed

their lives in singing GO's praise. Of them, K.Bhatya,
Gopaldss, Gokulbhal , Vsllebhasbhal, end others are

very important. Lhey hsve produced a considersable

anmount of the litersture which coﬁzes to epproximately

three Zekhs of S'lokss. ° K. Bhatte wrote Kellole

(i.e, Wgewm drar goTiiy #ewlad )

in 15 books, cor;posing nearly 40,060 g!lokss in

Semekrta, in which GO's life is depicted in details.

He is said to have writven  TIERWWT ° & com on the

Gita also. Gopaldas wrote UI¥ @<, ’W{F TgTIET, FETIRTE,

16, - Cf. *JT 9 Y 74T, #E YT wWI™@TI VS Vol.I-

3,Po 3, Va® No.19. Vide also 'W, i,
5%.115 (inugreha Vol XIIT No.ll - 12, P,10), f

17. Vide appendix No.is

18. 7Vide appendi¥ No.8.
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etc. in Gujerati. MahBvedssa wrote o9 Hed, HFGQ#TE,
etc. in Semskrts end ey, vEfdy, e etc.
in Gujarati, TAIRITING ATSH of Gokulbhai
describes in deta}ls how“fhe birthdate of GO was
celebrated ffom 15692 to 169chLThese works depict
the incidents of GO's life in detsils and with great
devotion. There are élso sone followers who wrote
sbout GO in the 18th sznd the 19th centuries of
Vikrema Eras. vworks ( S eI UL etc.) of
Motabhal ere important smong the labter works. These
works bespesk their profound love for GO. Some
miraculous legends are also related in sll seriousness
and the péggg; creduliby of the devout. followers have
no resgerve in takiﬁg them as true. The’same pheunonenon
is found in the litersture sbout Caibanys. The
' liversture of the BharucIs may not be found in good
taste, poetical or otherwise, end may appesr to 3
laymsn or s fsithlegs person like meaningless babblings
of blind followers; yet® henesth all that there is pure
devotioﬁ and selfless love for GO. No one cen deny
it.

This literature of GO's followers = mostly
written between 1660 to 1760 V.S. = is much useful from

the historical as well ss social snd geogrephical point

of view.
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Among the greét devotees of GO, are
liohanbheal, Gokulbhai, Vallabhebhai snd others of Broach.
GC had great éifection for Moﬁanbhai and considered him
to be his secoud self. Mohanbhal stéyed in Agré,

- earned huge smounts of money and spent everything in
the serviée of GO, through his unclé Gokulbhal who
stayed_in Gokul. Thé mode of worship (sevaprakara),
which the Bharuc®s follow today, was shown by
Gokulbhai and ¥allabhabhal was instfumental in
instituting. the mode of wofship’in the original seat
(oetnakc) of GO in Gokul. x

Another grest devotee of GO was Vajerama,
also called Mo?aohal (circa 1760 . V.8.) . He had
vision of GO and wrote poems about him and
his devotees. Among the greét women devotees

e TGINTS, UIETS,  wEgAT, IT9gEN,
WATE, FRATE, n’rqaﬁ%ﬁ' aa‘ra"r - HTTET .

) (queens of Dhrola) et;c. LGELEE]
wes a  contemporary of GO and is sald +to have
some mystic expériences. ohe 1s now called‘gzqﬁﬁtTa
and at her birth sibte in KXapsdavanj she 1s )
worshipped as a greab - devotee of GO . {quTé
snd others, top, hed great spiritusl love

(FA=GNTH) for GO. It is evinced by their Vinatis
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and le"cters.19
The Bharucis have thoughtout their own
theory of coémqgony. The main gbode of the Highest
'Lord is the Goloke or.the Nityallla (plsce of eternal
gport). He assumes the Lila-sverwpa and desires to
sport. He develops Himself into Erakx:ti and Purus.;é.
Fhe Prekrti is the Principal 8veminijli end the

Puruga is S'r1 GO. The Lord is one and alone, butb there

19, A few exemples sre given heres

(1) ,,, aT9eT v dETOT, ATYVE deRaTA, FTETAT, sﬁﬁqa”r
,,,‘wm’r TIT AT zrrrvra"r,,,, YT ATATY AT ATeRRTE
w93 § T mﬁqmﬁﬁmﬂm&rh i#%ﬂ‘#m
W e, ?farmﬁ%mm’a‘rmﬁs 4

- From an unpu’ol:.shed letter of FeTaT ond  gTHETET

to GO.
(11)  fgert g @) #AT wer ¥ AT,

ﬁﬁmma’tmw"rmmﬁmml ‘
mwﬁﬂm Y ¥ F@aY T aTH|

TG & WE @, vt Yt [

ceessae

TS (Lnugraha Vol.XX = 2, P.22.)e
(1i1) *AR @Y FErararat {tﬂ t
‘fﬁ ¥ aTaT ATET W oY T{l
T ar ¥ ot 19 7 9I¢ X,
T 9TE X gTOT ¥ ATeRT g 7§ Ul
- YuTaT§ (4nugrsha Vol.X%-6, F, 27
’AVV:Lde :t‘or the V:Lna't:ls of’ others, the volumes of the

QO.'

perlodicals Pu.g;?;sudha and Anugrsha
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sppears duality, Just as ‘bhe moon, and her.l@ster
oppear as two’diﬂ&erehtﬁenﬁities, even though they are
one,- The Lord is said to have 12 powers: ' ‘
goTwfed, sooTal, arete, FTdaP, e,
e, @amat, aTeRat, o, sTi=-
mv gegaaataa and ﬂﬂiimlﬁa = o ‘
With all these powers, He develops Hismself into this
universe and goes>on sportingiﬁome of the btwelve powers
are also séid to have ‘taken bifth in the world for
the benefit of the ordxnary souls. nfor example,
it is Sald that Mohanbhal, Ratanbal, Gopaldas and
Gokulbhai sre incernations of. ?ﬂTﬂfﬁﬁi TG, ﬂTﬂﬂfﬁﬂ
and EgﬁTﬂf?ﬁ respeCulvely.zo It is said that the
Lord saw 1n VL, the power to propagate the pure
Bhaktinzrga and asked him to uake blrth in thls world,?l
He (i.e« GO, the Highest Lord) took blrth in. thls world to
proPagate the path of Love ( TEﬂTﬁ or F%EHT# )y 2
form of Bhaktlmarga and she t0 give the fruit of the
Pu§?1bhaktlmarga to his followers. ©GSomne 31‘causes
of GO's birth éré eymerated in-one MS (P.54 to_57),
called BhSve Bhavend, available in the Kanaiyaprabhu

20¢ yide PrEATIETTRY TqTqug=q ’ 1nformation about
which is given in Anugrsha VolsXXI - 11, P,7. 7Vide also

MFaTsTy aseribed ‘to Ramanalalaam'?anaraaa.
21, Cfs TayERuT AWTITEAT q1YT ¢ @rad OO,

TENT %Y ¥de YeT T ST AR FTOIT, |, 6%
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- Pustakgiaya of Modass. As Tegards GO's &iéit to
Keshnir, it is ssid thab the §UTATHE . Tequested

. him (GO) to g0 tQAKashﬁir and -show gfaée t0 the divine
8ouls of that négibn, snd hence GO deéi:ed.to cross
the river Serasvati and went o Keshmirs Seeing

the emperor Jahsngir was only én‘oﬁtward'cause. This
' appears to be very fargetched.

- In this way,. the Bharucl followers of GO
have cpeated_a rellglous_system;w1th1n a system and
‘maintainethheir individuaiitj by following a
particular mode of worship and having full.faith in
" the -supremacy. of 60.22_ Other followers (i.e. the
Nimadias) do not object to associating with them .
in the celebration of rellglous festlvals, for all
' belong to one rellvlous fbld, 1.e.(Pust1marga.'

(v:.) The Pus‘blmarg':[ya way of life s

_ A few lines may be ac ded rere. as regards the
~Pu§?im5rglya way and ideal of life, as it was originally
concei#ed. éénerally 2 Pustimgréfya'is expected to
get up esrly in the morning. After finishing the daily
phySlcal -routine (going o latrlne, brushing the teeth

22. A consmderable smount of materlal about the
<Bharuc1 .sent and 1ts maln-stays (its wrlters and great
’devoteeS) 1s agallable and merlts a separate subject

_ of study. Here i have trled to outllne the 1nfcrmat10n

* thet I gethered.’
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etc.) taking bath snd wearing clothes, untouched by
others, he is éxpected t0 worship the Lord acdording
to custom and with proper spritual attitude.25 Aftexr
it is over, he tekes the offered (semarpits) food.
The affakr of worship (seva) involves many actions,
and all the meambers of the family are expected to
be exmployed in tpe Lord’é worship, by assigning bo
each of them some work or the other. ‘he virtue of
dignity of labour‘is given’an’éssential place ;p the
Pustimergiya way of life, for all the work (indludihg
sweeping, fetching of water, cooking etc.) connected
with ﬁordﬁs worship, is to be doné by the followerg
or the foildweps, irrespective of their status in
the femily onf%ge society.“i

Next to thié{ at noon and in the afternoon, a
follower is asked b0 engage himself in his household
affairs and in the business of esrning and/or in
reading the scriptures. Then, in the evening, & follower
is expected to engage himself agéin in Lord's worship.
Then after teking sﬁéfer, the members of the family
- sit together and listen to the Vartas end other
scriptures. Thigéis whét is called nEma-sev% énd GO
has laid great é;phasié.on it bécause fixitﬁ in the

2%, Vide chapter III (c) for detailss
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spiritual attitude can result only by resding and
discussing the scriptures.

This is the way of life of, what is to-day
called, s ‘'‘maryadl Vaisnsva'e But all the Vaignavas
are not able to follow it in all details. Hence some
of them engaewe themselves in nasmaseva only, some do
worship only in the morning, go to the temples for
dars'ana and resd the scriptures at hight. Lome
people satisfy +themselves by doing various activities
(sweeping the floor, preparing garland of flowers for
the Lord, clesning cereals, i.e. all types of menunel
labour), in the public or private Pug?imzrg{ya temples.
The supreme purpose of this way of life is to engage
oneself in remembrance ahd service of the Lord, which
is the aim of life. 'hose, who sre not sble to do even
thet much, read some stotras ané turn the rosary
for five or more times. But this is not the ideal.

The ideal is to institube the Lord's svarupa and do
worship in all its debtails and with the spiritual love

of svaminiji.



