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CHAPTER - 11

Iife sand EPersonality
: o .
Gokulrethaji

(1) Introductory

) So fer, no historiéal and dispassionate .
approaéh is made in writing the life of GO, nor gll
available maferial is exploited. I have tried to gather
&ll available meterial snd depicted his life snd
personslity in & very shoft fbfm. Diséiples of GO

have written extensively on his iife., Oﬁt of these
Kallela of Kalyéna Bhatta, $he Five Perangss of Gop‘a‘ld'é's

P

and.Saduana mandana of Mahavadasaare important. There
works are mostly. unpublished. I bave seen relevant
parts of these. works and have trled to sift out an
element of exaggeration and have outlined the life
of GO dlspsssionately.

(ii) Ghlldhoo&‘& Education

&'rl GO's real name was Vallabha and his

father, Stri VvT. wae always calling hlm by that namee.

He is aleo referred toih his (VIs) letters 88 Stri
Vallabha. That was the name given to him, accordlng

to the astrclogical considerations, and Stri GO mentzons
himself as Vallabhs in his works. But he. is popularly
known as S'ri GO in the sampradaya and among his discipies.

It is 8aid thet ot the time of his birth one of the
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followers, K§§§a‘d§sd, ﬁttered spontaneously, “came
now my Gokuleﬂ%tha",l and hence he became known gs
S'ri G0. It is alSo probsble that-he is celled so,
because he establiéhed his seat (gadi) at Gokul which
became very mﬁch famous, popﬁlous gnd rich on his
account,

Among his discipies, he. is aiso known as
Strijl and. Mahaprabhual. Hls another name ( 9TE¥=-ATH )
accarding to other astrologlcal calculations besed on month,
wes Krspne and bis nakgtre - name was Damodara.

He wes born at Adel near Allahabad on the
seventh day of the birght half of the month of Margss' irsa
of 1608 V8. (1551 L.Dd)e Hewwas the fourth of the
seven sons of S'rl VT . It is reported that some
inexpllcable, unintelllglble Joy spread among the
fbllowers of the sect at the time of his blrth and some
good augurmes were noticed, and hence his blrth was
celebrated with unprecedented enthuslasm. A detalled
descrlption of thls celebration, of course exasgerated,
is given by Gopaladasa Vyarawala in his Prakatys =
Sid@gnta.2 S'ri VT also experlenced an indeséribable
Joy and 6elebrated hig birth with giving alms éo Brahnins

1. ¢f, W&T aﬂm’rww a'ra”rm% rﬁmﬂr gt
msmmmq'roooooo.ooo.o.. |
-Mahavadasa 8 Sajjena = Maggana VI - 12, 13.

2. Cf, Mr. ¥.L.Gandhi's Life of S'ri GO = P.80.
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A manuscrlpt, titled ﬁT ﬂﬂféﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁf\

et #T daTE (39 § 3 weh - mm‘ra"r) give
the following information.

Wmﬁﬂmﬁm&ﬁwﬁgﬁ%
Wwﬁwﬁmwﬁ mwvﬁi
aqwaammamﬁmﬁnmmmq\
ﬁﬁimﬂmﬁmmeﬁaﬁrw
ﬁw%mﬁwﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ%mmwaa%mm
Qmmﬁﬁmwxﬁﬁwﬂmmmmrﬁa
LR W#ﬁmw%—ﬁmmﬁa’ra’rm%
IR 9T & Wer TEh I AT PR TRY TR
greT A & #) graw ofkaY shE @ W and A
ﬁﬂﬂrtﬁﬁﬂm'ﬁl Wﬂ@mﬁmﬁ%m Y
T gﬁ%fi o M ard P I 8T wAT 3fﬁa‘kn

This shows. that Damodardeéss, who died in
1607 V.8. took re-birth ss 8'r1 G0 . But thie is
against the popular belief that 8'ri VI wes re-born
in the form of 8'ri GO. . ”

3, Vide Kankarell M8 NoCHind:L) 92/4/1 - P. 25 & 24 .

-



SiT Gokulanathaji* in his early childhood
(By courtesy of Sri Lallnbhai C. Desai)
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His horascope (3anma-kunéaﬁ) was prepered
by Some Joahﬁ. who said thst the person wonlé. be glariwﬁ
and msjestic end would be & great exponent, champion
end protector of Dhermsa.

One of the incidents of his childhood is
worth mentioning. On the nineth day of the bright
half of/g.t??s?f the anna-praaana semskar of GO was
permrmea s the ceremony of givmg bim food was &one‘
After he was msde to eat certain eatahles Stri vr yﬂt
before him several things and ssked bim to take what
he liked, with a view to seeing which of them he took
and finding his attitudes GO took hold of the skirt
of a women, took the Bhagsvate snd Tﬁlgsi;mEiE and welt
in the direction of the nije-msndira. This was taken
as indiceting his future great work; vix. protection
of the Bhagavsta E?»harma where dedication in the manner
and with the spirit of s womsn is cenai&ered supmma.s
Next to this, different sa crament:s, such 88 karna-vaﬁh&,

| Gla&aukma e’cc., were ciuly performed. He was a beam;iml

4., Vide appendix No.l |

Se ?fsr;y interesting deseriptian of his childhood -
activities is @iv'en by @o;aala&asa in his Praktya -
Siddhants, e.gs how he tried to s‘bart walking and s’g&akingg
Demodardasi es Boéa«gﬂasi and pleased his parents sofl

followers.
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child and sttracted sll relstives snd sttendentse He
liked to plsy with cows and calves and his love fbr thaﬁ
animal was great. When, in after-life he left Gokul at
the bidding of Jehangir, he took all his cows with him.°
When he finished his seventh yesr, the sacrament
of giving him the sacred thread wes performed, on the ”
sixth dsy of the bright half of CHaitra of 1615 V.S.
This occasion wes celebreted with great pomp and '
enthusiasm, as S'ri VI loved him most.
At the age of five, he started learning. Ee
wes g»u taught Bala~Ramayana. ﬁmaranzaa’a and diﬁfarent
Samskrt. poems which he lesrnt with ease. But the religiﬁna
ceremony of starting teaching was performed later i.e.
after upansyana-sagskara. He was sent to Earayanaé(‘)
of Kar???aka for learning. He learnt through him
different daréanaa and S'astras, literary works and

6. Cf, WTU 797 wgYa & & &% 0 41y ¥,
Y 4 %g T ¥l
TqTX WrgETTe AT &Y ATAE oI AT,
ot @1 W aTRE $ET, AT¥ &7 ied © av_o)
- qﬁw‘beﬁ inthe Life of GO by ﬁ&r. Mo LeGendhi
from Meloddhara of Gopsaladasa, Fe275.

ge( 8) Cf, «mreil HATENT ST (T uifER o
- Kellola = II=30=l.
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Bhagavata etc, His retentive capaeity was gbod and
80 he pleased his garents and ethars by repeating
what he lesrnt st the guru's heuae. He mﬁl used ho
point out mis‘takes of his co-students knd taught then
the right lessons. He was not inte#:asted om; in
stutying the sacred and literary works i.e. in mn‘bal
exercisea; he was also interested in phyaieal emeiaas‘
end hence used to go to mnasj.m, learnt there many
games snd exercises. He was feand fond of riding
horges snd slways liked to tra#el on horseback and ma'é
in s bullockecart or on an elephant. It is said that
his manner of plsying differant gemes with his trienﬂs
was rayal.

In the year 1561 Lﬁe (V.S.l&l’?), ‘the
villa@s Ad.el was rumed on aecaunt 0:5 the milwary
activities ef .ékbar and ‘aherefora ﬁ’ﬁ W declided 'b'e
go to Gad.ha, (en histcriaal place in Bnndelkhand but
not identified tade;y,) where the qﬁesn nurgavati rulaé
8nd where he wes given & myal weleom by the tuaen.
S':ci ?@ lived there for naarly threa years ana laft
the place in the yeaw 1621 VeBe, for Gokul and ﬁaﬁh&ma.
when Akbar mvaaeé. G&dha;

Burring this ;}ournsy, once it ao ha:ggenaé
that all becsme very thirsty on asccount of mvera
heat. 8'ri VI welit in search of water. One of the
attendants, had s pitcher full of water with him.
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daia nct t:eke th a*fs wa‘ber even though very thimty, for
it was considaemd. irre ligieus 'bo take wate:e that was
polluted. He took tatar when Mught by S'ri ‘N Ein
t:nia way, he was smpuleusly fellwing the pref,, ts‘ '
of the & elders and customs af the seat.

They reached Gokul in 1622 Vns. (Bhsdrspad-
K:cazm 2nd day) and were received with geremony Dby the
:peap:ia of &ahsvana. Here S'ri W ‘built neceaﬁﬁzggiea '
for the worship of the Lord, nouses, st-.ables and mm&
During the fes‘aival of J anma-w%mi ‘there areae 2 elaﬂ&a
between the Vaisnavas and some peeple of &ahavm. 3‘ri
v@ thought ths'b he would not be able *tse do seva wi’eh
ease and quiet an& left Goknl fa:' ﬁathur'a on 'Bhe tenth
day of the hright hal:t of Kartika of 1623 v.s.

At :&ﬁa‘ahara, a’ri W sent GQ te the scea'b
Pandit §'ivadstta Bhetta (sandawa? ae@ording to
MshBvEdasa) :Eor learning the S'astras. It is aaicl ’cha‘t
he did not pay ‘much attention '&a the study of the
scriptures, but was 8slways eng;-cased :}.n the ::-eadi.ng of
the Bhag&v&ta; When other students eem;;lainea tha‘h
Vellsbha did not prepare his 1asaona well, the guru
asked him certain queutiens, %o which he repliad. earremly.
The guru then inguired and found that he was reag
the Ehagavata mst ef the tima o He, tharefore, came

L

7. Vide Sajjsns - Mendsna Chepter 6.
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to know that GO had got sharp memory and was much
interested in reading litersture of Bhaktimirge.
(111) Merrisge snd Family affsirs

At the age of sixtaen GO weas marriea ‘m
elight year old Parvatia, daughter of Vena Bhat‘h& on
Thuredey, the second dey of the dark half of Iaaéhagj

of lﬁﬁﬁ- VoS Later his ma‘bernal une.le ami others

‘pressed hinm for second msrriage. as Pmaﬁ{ﬁ did
not conceive in her early sge, but GO did not ﬁo,m k
and was admant on that point,

In 1529 V.8., at the requeat ef the ya@pl@
of ﬁahavana, 8! ri V‘f decided to stay a‘b Gtkul
mmanently aﬂﬁ arbar going there ‘buil‘a houaes wi’eh

A

8. The 252 V‘&‘tas glve 8 story of Kiaarib)iai (th;
No.209), where it is stated *bha'b Kiwrib}&ai would be
the wife of GO in the next birth. Cf.
AT et ave araT P, o - PRTaTE ¥ w1 Wi
i oe Q) @ AT rgeTa 9 T e e i
araf M= - - - o o
—252 Vartas: Pert III - P. 155 (ededy Bwarks&as Farikh)
9. According to Gujarati calendsr it is Jyss#ha -
G@g&lséaa has given a long description of this mmage
festival, of hundreds ef clothes and ornsments givm ‘&ei
the bride snd the relatives - which throws light on the
custons sﬁdpre@eriﬁy of those days.
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nijs-mandirs for the lord's seva.

It is reported ?;ha-t: 8'331 W knew beforehand
of the end of his worldly ex‘is‘ksnce. He left
Ghans'yamedl (who wes still a smell boy) to the care of
GG, and then told him (“) in privaey to serve 'ﬁhe Lord
Stri gmmai to the best of his sbility and i’ellw the
preeegts of 8'ri VL. Then he gave him (&Q) his (ver*s)
m mla snd some of his written wm?ks. Ka paaaeé. away
on the seventh m of the month of Kagh& of 16% ?.5.

It is said thet he wrote two lat‘tm:& befere he pasaaa ,

eway and key*b then under his gadx. One af them cont: ¥ined
an advice to sll to act aeeording to the advim of am‘i'

the other wntaiuaa advim as to haw they should per:tam

‘his eral ritss.m :
To. .& P simimlax ""““me""""”:;.ae”“‘nt‘ 1s reported by Baanavad‘asa in

his sajjans - Eiaggaga ’ Ghapter 17 s

#T Madrreey df=fY fagmaT:)
AT WITIUTATE gead qywat gatiivi)
"W T geaT graTan gueTSTTI
Tt i ¥ fagaY gwsTeTy I
Wﬁwwmwﬁml
mmwmmﬁ Hsl
X daY Yopier qf el W T wwe
afwrrﬁffﬁ? wYaTaRd P RNl
ﬂﬁmga‘rmmﬁmwi
aTeTieT ATy ofdmE FTROTT =)
T a7 T& TS ITA=g TRAET: |
ofeT afy ofd aqTerag IR

vide also Tattvarths—dohents Anugrahs Vol.10 = P.345
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GO hed first three dsughters snd next
three sons whose names were Gepalaai, ”Vitthalrwaéi
and Vrajsratnajl. The first anﬂ the third sons had 1 *k
their lineage eon{;inued, wheraaa the second son ma
four mns. As regards the aiacantmuivy of the
lineage of ¢ Gopalajl, it is seid thet his fa'&har
(i.e. as) cnrsaé him se. Once the Fersonal asity
'(Sev;m-svarupa) of Ghanaé‘ya:aaaI wu stelon and ho,
therefore, took an oath not. | tuka od until he
got back hia wma. 60 haé sl‘ea'b love for
&hana'yma#i and hence could not see hia (&h&nas ymaﬁ’ &)
agony and 80 ha pronounced e curse ﬁh&t tha 1ineagu ax
the thief weuld not eontinm. It waﬁ 1@#91' fmmé W
some children ineluﬁing Goy 31&;53 sﬁele the svarupa m
of sport.. ﬁame aarvunts and’Vaisnavxs reqaested GO
to wi'bhérm mch a severe. eursa, bn’b he mither
withdrew not minimised it.h Wha‘bever be the truth in
this necdote, one thing 13 quite clear that GO loved
his younger &mther mest, and a@ulé. not see him ~
abandoning all fe@&;

1l. The ineiéent 13 reper‘beé in the ll?th

meata in '8'ri cm-mharaai aaalmaaa xe 120

Vaehanm&ta. of. W W53 faat ET‘FI’T qreY 9
- ﬁiﬂm‘ra-—«- - Po294.
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8'ri GO was very popular wi"ah the followers
ef the sect, His w.i.s&em and lemedneas, mugﬁm&a
mmxé.e and even his handsome phyaiammr a%rmwd
many people towards him. Eia eldest brother &iriéksraﬁ
beceme envious of him. tas gemreu& hemeé sml
gave alus freely. ammmaz aid ot like all this ol
Relt 'kha'e he end his family me go’st:{.ag mzined en
awaun’s of Gl. se, he pmpassé; ’m a.‘..' his brethm fse '
got separated snd to distrakpe te préperty mang :
themselves. said that it wes 133 the mw:.‘ast ez
the family to live toge'bher and that the fwil;v vaalé
lose its strengbh by par‘bi‘bien. again ‘bnld his
elder brother that the latter might mot bother abew&
femily affaire and all the responsibuit;w of the.
large family would be fulfilled by him (l:.i.e. GG% :&tﬁ:
Giridharjl did not like the idea end ;gersiateé in getting
separated, and G0 had to yield. GO get marated from
GiridharjI egainst his (the femer(s) wish end took
under his cars his yaungest brothef Ghanas ;yamaji
his nephew Kalyansraxa, son of chin&ara}aﬁ. Hardls'
eny property 11 g) was givea to him (G0), .but he
did not qumel éna wok it es Ged's will. ﬁw B
diseiples of S'ri VT casne to @O, w&o askeﬁ them m&
sixiaharagzy,yfpgxg,ghgg,, they 4id not like to go to him

11(a) Cf. KalySna Bhatt!s Kellols III - Taraigs $ls (61)
l‘tq!“ mq_: m etce. ‘
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(GiridheriI), GO ellowdd & them to stey with him to serve
the lLord. Many fellewem brought grasents to him, ﬁm
person nsmed Deva Devada offered him (GO) his own hausa
and so he could start doing Le:ed(a zeva in the uaual
manner, He had great respe@% an& love for his. eléasis
brother. He used to seek his (elﬁsstfﬁra'bher’slw |
};emiasian before doing any work, aa it is auggeste& by
the rSss-prasanga referred to in the story of ﬁ}iammmaaﬁ,jfngfa,.;ﬁ‘}“(b)
Even gfter the incident of parti‘bien, his resgaet and
love for his ‘aro-bher did no'b diminish. We find it fully
evinced in the MalE - praaanga. He went to see Chidrips
in the company of his elﬁes’c brotm, 80 that hia
(Giriﬁhara;ﬁ's) respect mul&-ube naintained.
(iv) Journey to &uf srat: .
Once Harivams' abhai of ihmeda’bad wroto a
le‘b'term to GO requesting bim to visit Guj arat and giva
ll(h); 252 f&tas Pert III - P.%E (D*L?arikh'a aaiisiw)
12. Of. TTHR TiRdeT &7 Tt ¥,

ﬂwmwmw‘r mﬁh@'rm-

- Gzepaldaaa ] Guaarata-gamanm Anugraha IV F..?ﬁa

Also see 252 Vartas Pert I,P.19 (Ed. by Dvarkadas Parikh)
ra’raﬁ'mmmﬁﬁmﬁmw’fw’f, T W

frfied wXE 4 97T | wﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬁmmmﬂ'ﬂ
WWM%Wlmﬂmqﬁmﬁ
ﬂmﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁ:a‘rmﬂwwﬁt
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,.;cstmmé
a dsrs'ans to the manyé\bhak'baa), aepsratsd by a long
distance. }?a*va ?ravadi and e'bhera, who were his
'ante-~vasls , too pressed him to go to Gujar&t &x‘aﬁ he
congented. Champabhal prepared ever;yt:hing necessary
for the 3aurney, (which was really & hard taak in
those deys) end GO atarted with ,'t;he blessings of hia
elder gister a'ebh;iji énd etheré, on the ninath éla:y .
of the bright half of C}iai’ara of 1646 V‘;ﬁ., et an
auspicious time according to aatro 19@.13 ‘Before
leaving Gokul, he instructed all servmts and fallewem
and relstives as to how to serve the Lord in the bes‘# ,
possible way. He asked G%amp’bhai, the eharse-ds-affairz,
to look sfter the comforts of all the diseiplas of 8‘&1
YL snﬁ stri W, and to see that no é.iacipla feels
on asemmt of his his :ra*bher'a absenc.a.
Buring his sta;y at Gokul, he always saw 'hhat no Vaimva
felt tmhagm or disaatisfiea on any account snd he ook

13, 3 A detailea desciption of GO's journey to. %ﬁjars*&
and visit %o éifferent places there, 19 given in Resik-
Kssa or Guareta- Prasanga of &epald‘isa and, in the ,
fourth and the fifthg parts of Kalmla by Kalyaga-—ahat“aay "
These works supply a wélth of infermatien gbout the
geography, soclety end religious prwtices“{@ujara’a during
the 17th Century.
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pride in whatever service he could do to the Vgi;sz‘sﬁvw"
He kept horses, cherists snd esrts snd
verious sttendsnts, including a washermsn. He visited
several placaslq' blg and small, villeges, wm and .
cities; and initisted meny men snd women intat "1~m¢rga
without looking to their easﬁe and their high snd low
status in soclety. He v:l.s:wed small villages like
Dedn3bis end $msara‘§ (nmv in Sabarkaﬁtha mmws),
cities like U&epur end AeBrve (now a part of Ahm‘i*aé}
and mitiaﬁad i.ntc ﬁusti—marga the sixteen queam of
king ?iraméeva of Vijapm‘, the king I@un;}a Raval of
Modasa , who presented him the village in'biaarﬁum, 15_
and Rengiaye , Béaﬁhav&ass end Vrindaven: (Asawa} ,wha
balonged to the low eaates, and visited Iar}al Bhils
of Panod who was a d:i.scigle of S‘ri ?@ + Vhile
Journeying to diff.mntfplams in G’aaarat snd elsewhere,
he always ;;reached tha*b there is no. éis‘sinction of high
and low miPus’aimarga end t.-naﬁtne Lord Krana aecepts the
true devotion of the bhak:ba ané. is not érm by his
wealth and pomp. At some plaeea, like Aaarv'a, he a‘kayaa

for comp ara‘bively a longer per:wél and showed to the
followers the wa'y of Lord's eava in full éa’bailm

14, Vide éppenﬁix Noe.2e
15. G2, FETRE T Y ¥E, W el W ¥ |
- Rasikersda III - 12-5—120(5:1%::&}3& XV P,388.).
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From Asirv, GO wellt to Dwirsks, one of
the sacred plsces in Wesbtern Indiae. Ee put up &t
Dangedara (lodern Eﬁ}'\éﬁgadhr'é?) , a small place. It is
reported thet his people gearched for water in ponds
but @ulé not find water any where. G@ told them t‘hat
they would find water in the pond ne’érby which they haé
mmg gesxched in vein, At the bidding of 60, the
aewems went there and faund, to their surprim,
elear water in the pond. Feopla were impresae& by this
inamlieable évent: and were convinceds Qf big divinity
aﬁd his mystic natmre. 5(&)

) . Othexr mirculous events are narrated in the Kellols,

| e.g‘ # cmy was save& by h:i.m from the fatal efi’oet:s a.f
peimn of & aerpen‘b (Kallola II-B’?) and he mgde it to rain
by uﬁ:ering the Faraanya bukta (I{allola II - 55) (&uc&
incidents sre reported in the case cf many aaints and the
maéern man with his saientific autlwk would not mm

: aecegt t:hem as true happening.s. I'b is possible 'bha'k

there ma;y be an elemem; of exaggeratian in the repo:m; ef

such events, But we ca:anct throw them off s mnusense. '

for ‘Bhsre is a*b Maat something mystic a‘bowb Life ﬁn& 'hheh .
Jowers of the Soul.) |
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He resched Dwiraks on. the. thirteenth day of
the "dark half of the month of Bhadrapeda of 1646 Vele,
stayed thex-e for eleven da;ys, honoured the lesrned -
Brahm:l.ns and’ Q&ught the Gu}alis (- the Brahmins who had
the right to serve the Lord Ranachodaa:. -) the rn.ght
order and spmt of the Lerd' woz'ship.

From Dwarka, -he againccme 't:o Raa aneger,i.e.
Ahmedsbade Once a Brahmin named Bﬂa Bara-bhata ceme .
there and challenged all 1:0 discuss with him theological
and philosophical themes and propou.nded his own
(unnemed) doctrine in reg»utat:.on of all., He ceme to
S'ri GO and challenged h:.m 'bha'b he (Bara-bhata) would
‘defest him (GO) m a debate. GO heard what he saa.d at
1ength and then s:.lenced him by var:Lous authorlta'b:we
statemen‘t:s from ‘the Ved.ie texbs and}:zther script:ures.
Similarl:y, at Surat t.oo, he d:.scussed with a Bralmnin
Heriksks end Reigejil®) 'bhe scm.ptural tenets and
establishec'i ’che t'ruth of the Bhakﬁimerga- 17 e

16 Vide G:u.jarat - Prasanga Mangal;ya 13, by Gopaldasa.
1'7- In th work called Stri Gokulanathaji ki Bethakana ke
Charn.tra, it :.s stated in the descmption of the Be'bhaka

of Adel as follows:
#T MrgeTeRT FuRT Yeu TaTdr &Y aw ATeTaTsY dfed AvaY)
a’rmwmﬁﬁfﬁﬁma‘ma ﬂmqm’rﬁvr“ar

"~

wﬁa’m a9 AT qﬁa’*-‘rm mml---
Niaav&rta - Gharuverta (ed. L.CoDesai) P—319-20
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From Rajsnsgar, he ‘went to South Gujerat
at the request of many followers and then returned ‘to
Gokul, via., Ujjain, on t};e,'sgacoﬁﬁ of the bright hslf of
Vais'Skha of 1647 V.S. l.es after a years -

It appééré thet he kep'ti many ‘books and éven
‘scribeg with him while on journey end tanght the Vaisnavas
the importence of both nama-seva and svarupa-seva. He
sometimes presentgzd ser{ca:.n works‘ln the Vaig:.:xavasf One
M8 of Subodhinl dated 1646 and 1647 is found in Kepadven]

(Dist. Kaeirs) st the place, sacred to Benaji-r3jey popularly

18

known as Bena ji=raja's - Kotha and the lest page (No.l-iaS)
bears tﬁe words q'gg%%'«r{‘ « During his aom:*ney in Gujarat
GO visited Kapa&vana and therefore it is é‘afe 0 surnmise
thqt he might have got theums prepasred there and might

heve given it to some follower.

18 The end & the first skandha bears the wordss

daq tevs aFT araATaTTRY weT atrerT Rt
fe fafad) § wu swrsw Tl

The end of the third skandha bears the words:
dogve 3of 3Tl Wiy foywary vfaufe

@ fafeatud gevedRETeT T gfa 1l
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(v): D:Lschargmg of Debts $ -

S'r:. VT had incurred some debt Before he passed

: awa;y, and that amounted to nearly 32 thousand of. .TuUpees
when GO returned from Gujarat. - G:zridharaai sald to the
evellilivs  Hooh Lo ey welt oo 5 pey opf e ’

debtg and that they #hould get it repayed by -all his
_bro’ahers, as. S'ri V’J’.‘ had" incurred ite The creditors said
that it was ne’ 1.e. Giridharaal who. signed the documen'ba
and that 't;hey could not ask any of his brothers to pay

it off. Once the;y gathered and observed a. sit—dewn

strike &t the door of the temple of S':r.'i Navanl‘bapriyaai
and did na'b allow the Raaa-bhoga—fﬁhala ‘bo go into the
n:.aawmandira ;‘8(3) When GO came “to- know of this incident,
‘he said that if Dada (i.e. Girid.haral) asked him (GO)
tqbs;y off the debts, 'he would do £0.  And the creditors
showed the le‘bter of G:ridharaai who had stated that
Vallabha (:I..e. GO) should -pay off the debts. _ On reading
the. letber, he ook an oath that he would not take

meals unless he dischargas the de'bts incurred by his
*sain‘tl;y father, Disciples of GO were tearif:.ed by such
‘an ogth,. ' ‘He was. ‘hhinking of Wal?ding tne difficulty, ‘when
one fellower, _viz. Ladabai of Rena / ‘I’hambhor reques*bed
‘ him through Para ‘l‘ravadI and others to take meals as

she had asked *bhe money-lendsrs to take the amount fronm
.her,. After repeated reques‘cs from the Vaisnavas y GO

: 18(3) Gf. Kallola VI - ‘I‘aranga 8s

AL mam. mmma rrq. u‘rrm'rm
aﬁﬁwﬁmm u
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accepbed the offer of Ladabal, Ldesired.{bo preseunt

most of her property to him.

One more incident of h:.s generosity is noted.
VWihen the above incident happened, GiridharajI was out of
Gokul. When he knew that the debbs.gre paid off, he
started for Gokuls. GO, out of respect for his elder
brother, went to receive him. HQ was riéing a horse,
whose was named Néyéns&ukhalg (/Dell'ight of the eyes),
and ‘the horse was real];y 80 handsome that every omne was
pleased 4o see him. Muralidharaai, son of Gim.dhara;ji
expressed his. des:i.re to have the horse end GO gave him
(the horse) wup. to him, even though he (the horse) was

very dear to hime. . :
In 1651 VeS. he_ aourneyed ‘Yo the dz.fferen‘b

sacred places. in Noxth .Lndla, vize. Kuruksetra, Haradvara
Rslkes 8. etc. _end vis:.'bed the . places where disciples of
S'ri L and S'ri VT s't:ayed. i ?Jhile travelling, he used
to 'balk about “the nature of Pusti-maraa and the vTay of
seva. Many of. these talks are collec"bed as nectar=
precepts (vaclianamr#ﬁas).

- GO,unlike his father gtri VI , did not 'bravel
ex‘bens:wely, as he liked to stay a‘b Golkul and do | the Lord’s

19. Th:x.s horse was presented h to h:.m by a vaisnava of
Surat a8 ghown. in. Prakatya Slddhanta of Gopal«l:las,

Mangalya 13 st. 61.

|
|
|
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seva himself. . In the after-noon snd at wight after the
last dérs‘ana wes over, he sat with the followers and
preached them the doctrine of Pustimirea; expleined the
BhEgaveba and the works of S'ri VL end S'ri VI . Perheps
1t is after 1658 V.S., when many of his sociel dubies
(sons' merriages etc.) were over, that he. took to
writing and commented on some of the works of S'ri VI
and 8'v1 V.
(vi) The Mals-Frasedge: -

- I% is in his after=life that a. g;reat event,

known as Mala—prasanga, took plzces 1t is this event
that brought him prestige and glory as an c,excar;ya,aQ
and which set the Pustlmarga on @a sound footinng.

...........

20 It should be remembered thab S'rl GO never calls

hingself en Acaryse There is a tradition in the. sén;prad'éya

that S'ri VL only is the Ec'a'ryé and guru. ALl o“sheré

ere guru-dvarss. S'vi VP 1is slso considered en &carya

by some, for“wrote the las‘b one and a half chapter of

Ann-Bh'Esya.

2le Cf. gfagy_ ﬂrvﬁ’?t qﬁa’rw _gged EIRET a@r’ﬁ T T
.\g:ﬁ‘m - Krisna-raya s 8'ri Gokules astakasst.l

and also Of. aqraT¥w gePaar Praweraeh $5 wary | -
-— Heri-rayajI's S'ri Gokules' agﬁ:ake ,5t.8.
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This even’a has made @0 known se Mala@rasanga—vaia

Gokulanathaa"f.. . _ S

. ‘l‘he even‘b took place durlng 16'74 76 VeSe 22

. ‘(1618 21 A.D.). It 1s d.escribed in deta:.ls by

: Mathapati Kaly ana Bha'bta in. the '71;]:1, 8th &nd 9&% chapters,
.called Kallolas, ‘of hig Sanskrto. work sﬁ' n’rﬁmwfav_
mﬁm . and by Gropaldas Vyaravela

: ::x.n his Mﬁloddhara. . It is dn. short gs follows s

' There was an ascetic named Gidrupa resz.d:.ng

‘in 8 cave23 on- the bank of S&pra near Uaaain. Once -

Gopal Pandya and Machiya V'yas of V:Lsalnager, who

were the followers of -the Vallabha-sec’c, happ ened- to
see Gidrup ay Who- asked them wh;y they were putt:.ng on
- the ;hulasimala and had the tilaka—mark on the foz-e-head.
- _He called them untouchables and hence they abuseil .him
'_'_by calling h:.m a Gandala. From that day, he conceived t?
great emmity for' the Vaignsvas end was deternined to
uproot the sect. He also -envied the pos:.tion and
‘ popularity of the Gosvami's ancl wanted to minimise their
- influenqe_gn, 'bhgb people as wel;l. a_s th_e ru],ers.4

‘22. Of. (Hmn‘oers to the stanzaa are not glven) ET"TT*f
trP—r W qﬁ%; qsfﬁ-maaa Kalyana Bhatta's Kallola VII-1.

23. -The name of the cahe according to Kalyana Bha'bta
ie Bhartrhari and Bhimerathi accordmg o Gopaldas.
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During that year i.e. 1617 AeDs, i% so
happened that Jahanglr, “the then Emperor- of Indla,
was passing through the jungles of Dohad?a(a)

He was informed by his Raaput companlons that there
was staying a very great ascetio near Ujaain. Out -
of curiosity Jahaﬁgir went to see him. The Emperor
has noted his visit to the ascetic in his mem01rs,
named, Tuzuk - i - Jahaﬁgim, in bhe follow:mg wordss

"On the second Isfandanmuz I embarked
inra bost from Kaliyadaha and went to the next staéé;
I hed frequently heard_that an ;nstere senyasi of
the name ofg%adrup many years agp retired from the
ceity of Uaaain t0 a corner of the desert and empleyed
himself in the worsh;p of the true God. I had 8 great
de81re for his acquaintance, and when I wes at the
'capltal of Agra I was deszrous of sendmng for and
seeing him. .In the end, thlnking of. the trouble 1t
would glve him, 1 4id not send for hime When I arrived
in the neighbourhood of the city I allghted from the
boat and went % Kos en foc‘b to. see. him. The place he
had chosen to Tive in was g hole on the side of @ hill -

23(3)0 Vide M.S. ComiSarla‘b’s s. A HlS‘ﬁOI‘y Of Gujarét
Vol. II = Chapter v (Jahangir's Tour in Guaarat and His
Visit, o 1ts Capxtal (1617-18) ) and Chapter VI

(Jahangir's Second Visit to Ahmedébad (Ayrll-September ‘

1618) )
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which had been dug out and & door made. 2t
While returning from Guj;ara‘bg’ Jahangir met
Cidrups, which :i.ncident he referes to in the foli.owing
wordse
*On Wednesday, i;he 29th, I hed en interview
with J adrup%, essss Certainly associabtion with him is
a great privilegg..zs“ ‘
"On Saturddy, for the second time, my desire
for the company of Jadrup :anreaéed. After performing
the middsy devotions, I embarked in a boat and hastened
to meet him and a‘b The close of the day I ren and
enaoyed his society in the reta.rement of his call.
hesrd many sublime words of relig:.ous duties and.
Enowledge of div:l.ne th:mgs. Without. zmmoderate praise,
he sets. forth clearly the doctrines of wholesome
sufien and one een £ind delight in his society"s2®
Jshangir was much impréssed by his seeticism
and his ways. He asked him*(Cidrﬁpé) to :Eévqlhr him by
demanding enything he (GdrSp) wented. Cidrfpa gave the

24, The Tushk = i - Jahengiri, translated by Alexender
Rogerslvol. I,:’- .P.354.4 “
25, Ibid Vols II = Pu49.

26. IBids Vole II = Po 52=53.
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Emperor a boon that he end his empire would prosper
end then seid that he did not went enything for himself,
He pointed out thst only onething was unbe coming inlhis
empire and that was the ways of the Vaiégaves who wearing
the TulssInzla and doing the tilska~m3rk on their
forehead snd were fasting on the Ekad.asz. without any
degree of the Das'anf>/. He warned that that thing
would bring fem:'ine‘gnd other calamities in the empire and
therefore, .the Vaig‘x;:éves be asked to Temove the sacred
merks, Wald snd tilsks. J ahaﬁgir promised.to 6o as he
bid him to doe. -

The asce‘oz.c, then, begen to. harass the
Valsnavas and ordered them to. ﬂing awey the irulasn.-mala.
Once two..Val§§xavas, Triken Bhatt and Devabhal were seen
by Cidr'ﬁéa. There was a bittei' exchange of words between
CidruUpa snd. Devabh"I ana the latter refused to do away
with the sscred: marks of Valgz.lavism. Cidrupa call.ed
Muhammed T;ki, 'Ehe deernéf of the province and asked
him to punish Devabhal. He was ’cpeatened to Dbe. crushed
by an elephant but he was gdsmante. %er elephant was
brought end was goaded. towards Devabh'{ who wes stending
with full faith in God, but the elephan'b did not harm
goodby Devebhal, wes leter honoured by the Governer with

roysl favour in-the-form-of s sheet of cloth.

awﬁ EL) ﬁiﬁammmq’rm qTey | -
- Kalyana Bha‘bta ¢ Kellola VII - 1.
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A:Eter this incident took place, J ahang:ir
returned from Gujerst (Falguna of 1675 V,S.) and
balted at Sikri. GO went ’co see him at Sikri aa
S'ri V'.E used. to do. It apPears that there was no .
t:alk about the order as regards the removal of ’Mél;a-
‘bilaka,.

) ahangir then stayed a‘b Ag‘a for some
time and decided to go to Kashmir. Gid:c@a, after
get'cing that news, a'barted to see. Jahangir and get
an :unperial order issued for removal of ‘Mala-'bilaka
by the Vaisnavas end the Gosvamis, particularly of
G-okul‘ ) GO heard 'bhe news of his coming through
S'yemdas Je'bl;y and went to invite him, a sannyasin,
0 have his bhiksa (d.inner) atb his (i.e. a house-

,,,,,

28, Both 't;he seventh Kallela and Maloddhara report
that J ahangir told GO that he intended to tslk with
him (GO) gbout something and GO. replied that the
Emperor night do_it ab. 82y time.. A;E be returned to
‘Gok:ul. Th:.s doea no’s cppear oonvincing because GO
would not have avoided 'balking abou't: the '\M"ala-tilaka.
I smrmise that there migh'b not have been an;y ’aalk
about mala-tilaka, otherwise J ahangir should bave

asked him to act accong to Oidrupa 5 bidding.
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Cid:mpa came to Ma’bhura and stayad at
Su::'yakumila.29 Vaz.snavas of Mathura and Vrmdavanc»oame
to see him and he asked :bhem *!:o remove mala-tilaka.

Ai"her 8 few ﬁays passed, Girfdharaﬂ and
GO went to see. Cidrupa and bade him Namo Narayana,
whi.ch did not please him. The,, there was a talk a'bou‘b
the authorities as regards mala-tilaka, Asnihotra,
Panchayatana puja ete., and GO’ gave h::.m proper
raplies. Cidrupa threatened GO. that he med would
.,get mala—tllaka remcved by the order ef the emperor 30

29, The day wes Ié';ring S'ukl3 106k of 1676 V.8, €.

ey T mm%t gaTe mﬁaﬂnaw L Tl

o - - Kallola VII -f .

Also resds . .eee A‘c this time he changed his resn.dence
to Mathura seces and employed hmself in. the worship of
the 'brue God on the bank, of the Jamna. As I Valued h:.s
soclety, I hastened to wait on him and for ia long 'bime
enao;yed h:.s eempan;y w:rbhout the presence of any stranger. .
- Tuzuk - 1- Jahangiri (Rogers" '.Eranslation) VoleITsPe 104,

50. Cf.mqmﬁqqmﬂmwatmqu
FITNGT g994: qma‘h"m’rmﬂ"’rt
mmmmwmn

- Kéndla vII - 54 4
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but GO seid thet he had felth in Jehenglr who would
not act contrery to religions dectrine. - '

By the time Cidrupa came to Ma‘bhura, ,
Jshangir had star‘bed for. Kashmir. ‘.‘ﬂhe fi.rst stay was
at- Karanevala. GO went to see and offer him hia .
blessinge. Jahangir asked him (60) wh;y he had not
remcvedLmale-tilaka, whe:ceupon GO replied tha‘t: he .
would do 80y if the scriy‘b‘ures bade one 'ho do so, end
emphasised the fact thst no script’u‘.re had said so-
The Emperor asked him. whether he. (G@) would discuse
the ma'b‘ber w:rl;h C:.arupa and GO gave his consent. Then,
GO.was aeked to go and see him (fthe Emperor) at
Ma‘bhura. o - eea

. When the Emperor came to Ravane kot:L
neer. Methura3 GO wen'h to see him w:l'bh all the -
sorip‘bural evidences ga'bhered. . _The Emperor went to
honour Gidrupa32 who asked him to get mala—tilaka
’removed by the Vaienevas, and o order 't:hem 1o put on
rudraksa-mala, if- he (the emperor) wanted to.be hapPZY :
in a1l respects.33 Jahangir seld that GO ,;m' at Mathurs

51\.: It was K"artika Krsna Ekadas':. according 0
Bﬁaloddham and Trayoda'i according to Kallola.
32. See- foot=note No.29. “
35 gazﬁmmm{mmﬁmi
ara faufeT a'raafa g afaT @ 1

- Kallola VIl - 6. ,
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" and thet be (Oiarfips) should do what wes proper sfter
discussing ‘with him (GO) 'bbé éériptﬁ'rél au%horities.
Gidrupa said that he (GO) should ac‘b acgordins f;o the
En@eror's order, for his (Jahangir‘s) prosperity and
welfares Jahangir% wes in a fix for e 1ittle whils,
for he knew thet the Vaisnavas _were :f.‘ellowing their
own religion enaeined by their scrip'ht"z:/ces and that his
father, too, honoured them most. On. the -be-i- other
hand he wes érawn by the miraeulous power of Cidrlps.
So, bhe called GO and asked bhim whether he would :Eonow
what C:Ldrupa eaid. G—o replied, "who wau:l.d not act
according to the order of him th is even honoured by
you, the Emperor? But let him ask us to do what is
‘right according to scriptﬁ/ral authom.ties.

Jahangi.r ~then; asked. Itbarkhan and
Asafkhen to see that G:Ldrupa and GO meet and discuss ‘
end find eut the twue pa‘bh. They. took GO with them end
went_ to Cz.drupa. Asafkhan told Cidrupa 'bo discuss with

,,,,,,,,,

34.. Gopaldas reports that Man:x.-ba:., one of the Hindu .
/Begums of. Jahangir told the Emperor 'bhat she would die

,N.'

80 Jahangir dld not take auay severe step against g0e



.{. .77;0 (X ]

GO said 'bbat he was prepared to remove tmala-tilaka,
if he (Cidrip a) showed eny authority against i‘b. But
Cidrupa did not do so and asked them to do what.he bade
, them to do, if, khey wgnted 'bo do good to the Emperor.
I‘bberkhan and Asai’khan infermed the Emperor
wha‘b had happened.. The Emperar ordered tha‘b all had.
to sect according to what the. asce’cic said and 'bha‘b no
one should disobe;y him. He asked Lsaf to get :i:b in
wrlt:mg from GO tha'b he would aet accorﬁingly. Asaf
has 8 sof’c corner for GO, sc he told him' that he shouid
glve it in izriting as desired by the Emperor, but
consoled hm that no harassment would be’ made. @0
gave in wr:.t:mg ‘bhat ke would a&t according 'be his
order, if he (G:.drupa) ask:ed them to do whab the
scriptural authorities enaeined, 35, and went back. to
Gokul on the last. day of the Kirt:.ka of J676 V.8,
The Emperer ordered all to pay obeisanée
o the ascetic and s‘barted fur'bher for Eashmir. The
asce’aic wes now puffed up with his influence w:t.th and
power over the Emperor. ' He, 'bhen, began to 1ive in
the manner o.f.' a Maharaaé and lived a 1icen'bious life.

55 o, :rnf T4 am;’rmwﬁmt T uETY)
mﬁw 1% U =y faﬁm-ra'rqn

- ]

- Kallola = VII - %
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He lnsulted the \viais’névas and ordered them' to reméve
their religious marks snd many ef them even did so
out of terror. All the shops, sell:mg l‘ulas:.-mala
were forced to be closed, -so that no one eould get
a mald. S - : ,

' He, then, sent “gome Gu.f;jér Brahmins %o
see whether his order is c;rriea out at Gokul. It.
was found thet GO and his followers had not remOVed _
the Vaisneva—marks and learn:mg the news the aacet:.c was
enraged. Ly i ‘.
; - .. Once ?tams'%agopgl‘«,a ;iunior officer, h;ad
' been to Méthura. He ‘went to Cidrupa for . paying
obeisance. Cidrupa told him to bring GO, to him,
80 that he could :Lnsult him and make him obey.the _
order with the help of the officers. He thought to
bring GO through force and hence prepared soldiers
for . that: purpose. Ra; Gadadhara, who was in eharge
of that dlstr:.ct. asked him not to clo any'bh:l.ng
without his permission in that ma‘b‘ber énd told him
that that was not the way to take GO to t’he asce'bie.
Vams agopal« wen’c Yo GO and was much impressed by hia
behav&our and religmus-mindedness. He reques'bed GO
to accompany him 't:o 'bhe ascet:.c, wherenpon GO .
told hinm tha'b it was no.use going to Gidrupa and
'bhat he would be answerable to the Emperor and not te
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the ascetic.36 This incident was later known to
Lashkarkhan, who was in charge of Agra Division and
so he called ?ams agopaIa backs .

Theu Cidrupa called the officars of Mathnra,
vaz. SherkhanFozdar, Katardi Koshtha. Palaka, Vali Dada
and others and asked them that they should fbrce GO
to remove the mala-tilaka, otherwise the Emperor would
be angry with. all of them. Thay had a soft corner fbr
GO, but had to g to GO at the instance of the._ aseetic,
because he was hcncured.by the Emperar. They told GO
that they knew that he . (GO) hed been on the right path,
but reqpeated him to do fOr the time being, what the )
ascetic said. GO rqplied how- he could do that inreligious
act and again addeé that ome day he would ask theé Lo
Vaisnavaa to remove mala end another day he would ask
to remove the sacred thread; and hence 1t would not be
proper to- obey him- who acted irreliglously.

360 This inczdenq;a described in both Kallola and.
Maloddhara in details £0. shaw GO‘s provess. Doubts

may be razsed as to how GO refused to. obey en officer.
Bubt it m:!.g;ht bgbossi’ole that Vans’ agopa.h hed no. autherity
to do what he 1ntended to do as is known from the advice
given to him by Rax Gadadhar, an army officer end the
Jagiiﬂer in.Mathura region. ‘
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" The officeré’retuined37 énd told the éscetic
What GO told tham; He wes much enragad and began %o
ingult end haress 311 the Vaisnavas with the help of
the offlcers who thought that they would be benefitted
if they fb110wed the ascetie‘s erders. Such officars o
told the %ﬂaisnavas that inperisl firmens were issued snd

- all the Valsnavas had to removéﬁﬁala-tilaka. Many of.

" them daia 80, Some. peqple believea in the divinity of
the ascetic and some. wera drawn towards him (Gidrupa)
by allurements in the form of promises of hlgher grades,
honours, gifts etc. from the Emperor.

Ha, thsn, began to live with all the
paraphernalia (i.e. male énd famale attendants)
‘cosmetics, musicians, dancas etc.) of an Emperor. One
1ncmdent of his royal behaviour is reported. He saw
‘a favourite lady, wesring a.short ssri end ssked her
‘why she put on & short sari.» She replied that saris
thh long enough breadth were not available. So, the
sscetic called all the weavers and abused and threatened
them to death, if they dld not weave long cloth for

saris.

57; Thls incldent leads t0 one fact that Jahangir
did not promulgate an ordinance to that effect, but
told his officers to respect and obey the ascet1c.~
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People were in that way, harn&sed on. many
occés#ions. Some Vaisnavas (e.g. Prayagdas, Haradas;
Kikabhel and others) went to GO and sought his'
—permiséion to querrél with the sscetic and punish
or &Sgwn him. But GO ssld that bhe would die of his
own simful conducte A

Once. after ‘the Vasanta Pancﬁaﬁi of .
1677 V.5, Gidrupa called the offlcers and threatened
then that thaywould be punlshed by the Emperor aB
they had not._ exnouted'what both of them had said.
Thep, Sarangpani _(the 5hakadar) end Udersm (the kotwal)
- and others went to “Golule GO received them with dne
respect and asked them the cause of their arrival.
Validada esked him why he: end the Valsnavaa were.
_putting on the. tulasiqmala andpisobeying the Emperor's
ordsr. Gu saxd that tbey were wearing %he it
according to the S'astrlc prescr;ption and asked them
to show the written order promulgated by the Emperor to
that effect, 38 yhich they could not show. The officers,
, then, requasted him to go o Mathura and see the
ascetlc, whereupon GO, w1th great reﬂunctance, declded
to go to Mathura, for 1f he did not gp Cidrupa would

harass the officers.

38+ Cfe mmmmwma.

- Kellola - VII =, 13
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- When Rgy Gadadharadas, who was the

Jagirdar of Méthm:a, Knew that GO was being brought
to Mathura, he was enraged and wanted to punish the
officers, who pressed GO to come. But GO sent a
message to him that he should keep quiet for the
moment, otherwise ehré %here would be riotse. Soﬁe
of the Vaigéavas accompanied GO and did not leave him,
even 1f beaten by the sepoyse.

When the sscetic was informed that GO
was brought in kis presence; and when he- wes rgquegted
by the officers to téw\with G0, he (CidrVpe) wes &
‘1ittle pdwburbed and scolded them as to why they
brought him (GO) theres He said to them thet he
wented to see only thet GO put off the mald. GO said
to _the officers that he was not going to &o what the
ascetic sald, that he had no right to hargss the
Vaisnaves and wes prepared to see the Emperor in
that c@nnection. B .

In.Mathura, when GG Baw that some V%lsnavas
have no tulasm—mala round their neck, he gave them
malds to put on and consoled them that they should
not fear the ascetic (Falguni Krsné} 14th of 16?6 VeSe ).

Czdrqpa saw that. GO would not renounce He
1313 eand wes perturbed as o what should be done in
that regerds It was s question of his:honour éhd
credit, o he sent messege to GO through his followers,

who were promised imperial favours, that he should
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removek:ﬁfél'é only for a short time, 3 ena might
then, put on again“,“ He asked his followers to make
GO remove his m3l3 by any of the four mesns (¥pEyss).
They requested, tempted and them threatened GO. He
(GO) was told thaet all the officers, may, the Emperor,
were under the sway of the ascetic aﬁd 'Eha'b all his
family and followers would be ruined, if he did not
obey the ascetice Bubt GO was adament on the point
of not removing the mald o and said that he would
pregeis to-protect his Dherme—bo Tuine &, asmevel 4 #e mils
When the followers of GO heard that a
plen to vse force for the removsl of the mala was
hatched, 'l:hey were prepared to glve a hand %o hand
fight to the followers of the ascetic ana even . the
royasl servan-bs! But GO asked them to remsin quie'b
and uﬁperturbed and congoled them that they ,,being”
on the right path, God would help them and that eﬁ
their love for religion was tasted in such calama.tn.es.

291 Cf. JWISTHTITAT STUTHTANIRETIET ¥aa: |
T TS B ety mere gt

- Kallola = VII =« 22

40, Cf. greafy 9 ﬁwﬁu wifaed aa’rsw asawx-—
- EKallols VII - 15
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After repeated requests of the followers
of Ciarlps, GO prepsred himself to see Lim. At
that time hundreds of people accompanied him. The
police prevented the people and tﬁené was a-hue énd
cry snd a herd to hend. flght géie followed if the
ascetic é%é not come out of hls cave through fesr
end é&&'not ﬁe&& GO o go hls own way, and do what
he (GO) likeds GO, then, went to Golcul and many
peoPle followed hlm. '
When Cldrupa could not do anythlng to GO,
he wrote a 1etter o Jahangxr, statlng thaet all the
Vaisnavas had removed.their tulas§~msla, but only
GO end some of hls followers were ademant on the
point snd therefore GO should be ssked to leave
Gokul, On the advice of Asafkhan Jahangir wrote to
the Governer of Agra Div151on that he should arrange
to send GO to Kashmlr. The second iéranga of the eighth
Kallola notes that the order was recezved in.Mathura
by Singhnama Vaidya on S'ravana Krsna Astaml of
1677 VeSe When GO, received that order, ke prepared
for the journey end started fbr Kashmir on ‘the nineth ;
day of the dark half of S‘ravena of 1677 VeBs i.e. in
e rainy season =nd ut the age of 70« The event showa
the truthfulnesg of his purpose. Another thing is
o be noted in this connectipn.~‘16 was a belief end
practice in thoge days that an &carys should not crose



Srf Gokulanathajf on his way to Kashmir
to see Jahangir
(By courtesy of Suddha-advaita Samsad, Baroda)
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the river Serasvati. But GO did not mind bregking
the tradition™end did not feer criticism at the hands
of the Brahmins. But he went to Kaéhmir for proving
his right stend aﬁd,proteéting the Dharma,

Jahaﬁgir'g_ residence ",in Kashuir was at @
distence of 444 Kos'es end he reached there on the
49th day, on the thirteenth dsy of the bright half
of the month of Bhidrapads. He steyed in Kashmir for
eleven deys end returned to Gokul after 9}" dayse

Both Gopgldss and Kalyena Bha?‘fé giw}e long
reports of the journey with many detalls. The details
are useful :Erem the geograph:.cal peint of view. GO
had with him a psrty of nearly two. hundred people
and horsges and carts to cerry the bags and baggagea.
Several Véiéz‘zavaé were sccompanying him from pléce to
place and were returning é;fte.r some days. Some Vaiéigavas
did not like to miss the comphny of GO and so, theyA
accoméanied him, even though GO asked 'bhem ‘bo return
home. During the journey various discussions were .
going on. This even‘b reminds one of the pada-yatra
of Vinobgji in owr daye.

A Go stayed in Kashmir in the garde:a of
Rarq;‘a’ya,who went to. receive him. Go, therefore, came o
know 'bhat the ® Emperorxr- had gone on a hunt of a mon’oh's
duration in the ;mngles of Kashmir and the Vaisnavas :

' be ceme despalred of, but GO t01d them thet & he would

re't;u.rn before long.»
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GO saw some Of the officers and wes
honourod by theni. O:o the third dey, after his
tco'e) arrivel in Kasbxh:lr, he went to see
Asafkhsn who was mueh pleased, as GO kept his word
that he would even. come to Kashnir 'bo see the .
Emperor in connection with the order for the removal
ofLmala-tIlaka. Asafkhan savised GO that he “ghould
ao‘b according to what the Emperor said and that it
was not meligious if ome removed the mala for the
time being. He said that the Emperor would be very
much.angry, if be (GO) d:Lc‘i not sct aocording to his
(Emperor ) des:.re and would portend a gre atb calamity.
@0 :ceplied that he would aot aocordz.ng to his
congeience to maintain hJ-B rel:.glous stand and the
officers need not feat any grea'b calamity. .

) J ahangir re-burned before the appo:.n'!;ed

 period and GO went 'bo see him in- the evening on the

third*l da:y of the dark half of Xs' vina, of n.s'n VeB.

» Asafkhana informed the En@eror of GO‘s arr.wal and
'he (the Emperor) ordered to usher him in. GO saw

: and blessed the Emperor along with his nephew

" (sister's son) Madhusudana who presen‘bed to *bhe

: Emperor ‘t;wo coco-mrb frm.ts and nine Ru_gsees.

41, Second dey sccording Gopzld'éoj
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Jahangir, 'bhen, asked GO . why he had
not removed. the mala, as desired by Gidrupa. GO
sgid 'bhat no _scripture enaoins to remove it at any
time, ' Jahengir demanded. from why he gave in wx{:l_.ting
thx that he w.;;g;d-éct éoc;ofgling to tllne} desires of
‘0idrTpa. GO gald theb he had believed that the

" ascetic would ‘ask to act according to the S'as‘bric

author:.tz.es and therefore, he wrote- ‘t;hat he would
" aet accordmg to what the asoetlc said in ‘accordance
with the relig:.ous prescriptions. but he (the u
 escetic) -asked to do what was aga:ma’c “the scr:.pmal
prescriptions, and, fherefore, he dld not remove
the mgls. - Some off:.cials adv:Lsed him no’c to e:nrage
the Emperér on ‘that point, but GO wes adaman‘b on
that point and dm:'ing his “talk wi'bh ‘bhe Emperox'
' ~shoukd courage to say tha'b he would not act against
- scripturekprescriptions. ' ' L
) J ahang;ir, 'bhen, said, “you ma;y put on
& necklece of pearls instead of tBat of tulasI - or
a mala of mdrakea-“ - e ' '_
| Go, replied, )"Gur S‘astras engoin us
to put on tulasl - mala" gnd ‘not any othel)‘. C
Then, he (GO) quoted some paééages :Erom

‘ tbe Mahabharat and Bhagavata etc. Jahangir,

" then, asked h:.m to obey his (the Emperor’ s) word,

, if.npt of the a_scetic. But GO said tha’c he could
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42 e would leave Golkul with ell its

»not do so0,

~riches at his (Emperor’s) ‘behest, for it was an

act of adharma %o remove“mala. - .
Cidrupa had written to the Emperor that

GO should be asked to leave Gokul if he did. not

remove the tulasf—mala. , So, J ahanglr following

the word of Cidrupa, asked GO to glve in. wri't;lng

“that he would leave Gokul end g0 to Banaras. G0

did so and went to his res:Ldence. The Emperor

was surpmsad and was. impressed 3 'bo see that GO

was prepared 'bo leave éll riches for the aake of .

& wooden mala. Later the Empeess (:i..e. Noor-Mohol),

‘who heard. the talk between the Emperor and GO said

to the Emperor that: she did not like that GO should

be asked to go- to Banaras.; It is said that Jahangir,

42, Gf, g s e ¥ aTaT a'a'rﬁdr ﬂ'fﬁ —L.P.Parekh
Mala Prasangggno sara P. 62¢ E‘or details of
‘i’alk between J ahangz.r and @0, see. the l‘?'bh to

‘ l9th taranghs ofLSth Eallola of Kalyana Bhatta

43, cf.m yTE Wﬁwm%mw’f TEY

mmﬂq«tam ﬂrmmmﬁn’n -

“hj.s said Jahengir to ‘his earls. - M, L.Gandhl s

Iife of GO. Ps271e )
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then, modified his order end ssked GO to stay at
a nearby place. ﬁe (GO) liked.

Before leaving Kashmir, GO went to see
AsafkBen, He told him thet if he (GO)- went to
Bangras, the ascetlc would still creat trouble and
that he would go to Sukar—ksetra 1.e. Boram if the
Emperor sllowed him to do so.‘ Asafkhan Sald $hat
the proPosal was rlght and told him that one person
be left there and that he would send the imperial
order in 8 few days.i Later, GO receive& the order
from the Emperor, allow1ng hlm to stay at Soram.
\ After returning to Gokul, he consulted
| astrologprs and decided to . lsave Gokul for Soram,
on the fifth day of the «ﬁmght half of K"ar‘bika. ,

| e el 2

(This remin&s us of the. migrations (hizarat)kothers
On.polltical and religious grounds). 1t was decided
Yo encamp on some platean.to keep free from the
dangars of floods in the Ganges. In the beginning
there_were many difficulties. There Were dangers
from the theives and wild. animals. Once, some theives
took away some oxen; but. they were ultimately
returned. At the 1nstigation of Gidrupa, the local
officer fbrbade the merchants to sell anythlng to the
Gosveml _and his followers. Only one banls' name
Udham, 80ld them dlfferent things disgulsingly.
Later, Las'karkhan wrote to the local guthorities not

% o~
o e
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to trouble GO, in those wayé. Int;eantime, Anaﬁﬁdﬁs
ceme from Kashmir wi'bh a letter from J éhangir, who
sllowed him te stay at Soram. ] )

Jd ahangir returned f.fom Kashmir af*ber some
time. Onme day, Noor—-Mohol to 14 hin that he hed done
injugtice to GO in asklng him . ‘bo 1eave Gokul, Besides,
one faqu:{r, too, 13016. tke Emperor that the ascetic
was in the wrong and that .he unnecessarn.]y troubled
GO who wes on the nght pa‘bho Once, . it 80 happened
that Jahangir toured the region of Mathura. He.
passed by a place, which, it was repor‘bed was the
dwelling place.of Cidrupa. But Jahangir did not gp
to him,- People ga‘bhered near A]a'ura Ghata and _
compleined how the ascetic troubled them. Cldrupa
tried to turn the Emperor towards hm by magic .
1ncantationa, bu‘b he did not succeed. While paasing
through. Gokul, he found- that it wes all w:.thou'b its
previous splendour.' He told Asafkhan thajl? he should
“inform GO fh;t ke (GO) “shoudd see him (J;hangir)
at Agra end then return to. Gokul® G0 “when inforned,
daid accerd:mgly and ceme bake to Gokul after nearly
3) months, on Wednesday, the tenth clay of the derk .
half of ﬁimx Caa.tra. Bo'bh chaldas and Kalyana Bhatta

4y, Cf, ﬁmmmmﬁm%ﬁa -
- MQIJ. Gandhl's Life Of GO Bo 3070 .
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have described this event in & po‘etic style;
In this way, GO underwent all the troubles,

and even left his dear Gokul end all property to

maintain the Truth of his Dhermee. It wass like a
’ passive res:.stence and a non=violent Satyag:'aha.
We find that GO acted very resolutely, but at the
same time very céutiously and wisely and did not
come in umecess;ary conflict with the officers of
hz.gh renk and impressed upon Yhem that he waa
folltwing the acriptural au’choritiea. He was stead-
fast in his convictions and prefered risk to
aband.onment of his fai‘lsh. 1t was a great risk to
go against the imperial desire, but }31 his pioks
- 1ife and practical and patien'b weys, he won the,
hearts of moa'b of the officers of the highest rank
like Asafkhan and Lashkarkhan. And he ultimately made
Jahangir, too0, to understand the trubth of- his (GO's)
stand. ‘l?h:l.s event bespeaka hn.s love for Dharma, his
patience and courage, and hls sense of renunciat:n.on.
Gonsequently, this erltlcal event gave a s‘brong :Eoot-
hold to. the Pustimarga, otherwise it might have got
a aet-back. It is truly a mile-s‘bone in the hia‘bory

of Pust:.marga.

L5e

§
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‘.Ehia event brou:,ht @eat credit to GO
and made him known as Mala-prasang&vala , as said
above, It is possible that this might have at'brac'hed
towards him many more followers and they might have
begun to look ’upon him as God, for in those days,
it was simply. beyond imagination to disobey the word
of an Emperor, and that too of Jahangir, known for
his obstinacy, and his senior offic:.als. Several
compositions - enlogles, Kavits, etc. - ére written
%o commemorate this event.45 . ‘

Shri M.C. Parekh, & nonegectarisn writer,
estimates the event as fbllowss ‘ . :

"Gokulnath, the fourth gon of Vitthalnath
was the ablést of all. By the time he came to maturity,
the movement of Vallabha has established. itself well
in Western India, especia].ly in Mevad, Marwar and
Guaarata., It | pow growing in size dail;y, a. matter l
which cansed much alarm to the erthodox;protagpnlsts
of the Vedice ﬁaith. There were many reaéons for th:.s
keep antagpnism towards it on the yart of the 1eaders
of orthodoxy. The church of Vallabha had, in the
eyes of these, eommitted a grave ‘offence by giving
t0 the Bhagavata Purana the place of primacy amgng the

scriptules eesss. It has also tresspassed asalnst

45, Vide Appendix 3.
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Varnas Tama Dhanna, th.e socio-rellglons hierarchy,
" by refusing ’co recogm.se the Braknnins and the
Sannyasi as superior to others seee

. This antagonism fou;nd a powerful voice
A in’ the -person of a Sannyans:.n called Oidrupa. He
seens to have been & person of gome importance, for
¥ he had some influence at the ecur‘b ef Jahangir,
the Emperor o:E' Delhi.... This man. was convinced of
the heterodoxy of the new faith, end he had made it
a m:.ss:.on of his life to root it out... For some
' time the- danger to the church of Vallabha was SO
great that it made many people fear for its very
existence. It waa at thls stage that Gokulnath
came forward and defied Cidrupa do his worst. He
put new courage into the heart of the Vaisnavaa,
and went to see the. Emperor himsgelf. as :t‘ar as. Kasbmir,
where the latter was, to seek his pro’cection.
Jahangir was well impressed by him and passed ordeés '
that the members of the new faith were to be allowed
to profess and practisa their fa:.’sh with full freedom.
The pereecution ended thus w:.th a victory for.
Gokulna'bha. This was the fa.rst great c.risn.s through
which the new faith had to pass, and Gokulnath.' m;!

Qas bhen looked upon ever since gs its protector
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and Saviour."46 o

. o 47
(vii) Examingtion of the Event of Mala=Pragaligas
" People may entertain a doubt sbout the -

| truth or the historicity of the event known es 08 13-

prasaligs. Bne may even argue that J ahang:xr has
referred to Cid:m@a in glorious terms in his diary,
viz. Tuzguk = i = Jahangiri, while he has not written
a single line about GO and the mala-prasanga, e;nd
hence the event may be a fabrication b;y GO's
enthusiastic followers. Agaimp the event 1s nowhere
_lmen‘bioned in the histories written b;y the contemporary
. Muslim writers, ®Beow nOY a reference to it is found
~in any other worke, excep’cing in those by the
followers of GO and the Pustz.marga- o

The above arguments do not aarry enough
weight. The diary or the memories of Jd ahangin is not
a work, mentioning *bhe day-to-—day events of his life.
And not all the events of his Zife ar%recorded in it
For example his meeb:mg with Sir_ ‘l‘homas Roe is not noteud
in the ‘.Euzuk. Agam, he has mentioned Oidrupa a‘b
two placed in his diary.' Iaa'ba;: on, he never mentioned

46.:M.0 Parekh’s Shri Vallabhacharya (ed. 1943 A.D.)
 P= 290 - 291. \;‘ ST
47, The histom.cn.ty of 'bhe event is examined in de'balls
by Shri Ramlal Ce Modi = Vid.e his Iekhax;l—Samg’aha, 71,
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his name., We find that Jshangir was not interested
in the removal of%ﬁﬁlE by the V%iggavas as such, but
he ﬁanted t0 please the ascetlec and see that his
(Cidrupad) word was respected.

Moreover, it sppears thst no ordinanoe‘
was promulgeted by the Emperor, thét all the V%igyavas
should remove the mal¥. Had it been so, Jehangir
should have ordered GO to d so, when he (GO) went
to see him ’af Sikri in the month of Falgun of 1675
V.S. He only ssked his officers o see that they
obey the word of,the éscetié. The officers, big
and smsell, knew that the Emperor was undar the magic
1nfluence of the ascetlc and, therefore, they tried
to act according to his desire. Hence, GO asked
the Kotwal Uderam to show the written order48 of
the Emperor, which they could not do. Besidss, in
the case of the Gosvamls, the officers could not use
force, because they were honoured by the rulers,
past and present, and had w1th them the Imperlal
Firmans *9 granting them certain.powers and rigbts of

incomes etc.

48, See foot-note - 38,

49, Vide "Imperisl Firmens" edited by Shri K.M.Zaveri

-~ o -
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Had there beep any imperial order as
regards the removsl of the mala by the Véiégavas,
it should have been throughout the empire and
there might have been a great uproar, at least
in some quarters. So, it is quite safe to surmise
thaf Cidrﬁpa, having gﬁeaf influence over the Eﬁ@éror,
asked the officers~to-foree the bbiggavas to . remove
the mals. It.is elso to be noted that this happened
only in the reéion of Méthura, that ié, round about
the residence of Cidripa and not ﬁhroughout the
divisioﬁ or the country. Naturally no mention cf such
an event is found in the literature of the school
of Ca*tanyaso, whose seat is Vrindavana, whlch is
very near %o Methura. .This fact explaindd why historians
d not take note of ite _ '

The event, therefore, might not ﬁave;
received any attention outside the Vaisnava world
of the district of Mahavana. Beszdes, Jahang;r
hingelf, ultimately, understood the impwopriety:

kis stawmel , he  ema Ly A«;}M-A bad  Atpect
for the Gosvam{s, and, therefbre, he might not have

-
- - v - “ - N -

50. In this matter, I have consulted Gosveml Anantdss
of Vg#nd?véna,, who is omne of the learned

Gosvemis of Caiténya—seat.
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writer write about it, 88 1t was dero ga*tory to
J shangir,

‘But the ‘event created a great panie among
the Pustlmargiya Valsnavas, for it was for then
& question of 33hrarma, and wag an encroachment on
* their religiohs freedom. Quite: néturaliy, thefefore,
the Pustimargﬁyas conaz.der the  event to be & mile-
stone in the history of Pust:.marga, end the ’v'aisnava
writers, particularly the followers of GO, narrate
the event in. detail and in ehlog:.stic terms. O'bher
writers, either Hindus or Musllms, keep s:Llent over
the event, because, for them it carried no significance
and again because it did not :Bouch the whole country.

There 13 enough proof to show that GO
d:x.d go to Kaahmir at the call of the Emperor. As noted
sbove, he went to Kaahm:.r in 1677 V.S. i.e. 1621 L.D.
Historieal records say that the Emperor went to
Kashmir in that yea:c.51 Secondly, “the descrlption
of the long ;journe;y of 444 Kos'as and the halts at
different places, 5. ment:n.oned in the Malloddhara
and the eighth Kallola, are quite correct from the
geog:‘aphical po:!.n't: of view. Thirdly, 'bhat GO went ‘o
Sorsm,  is proved by the fac’c there is & seat (Be'bhaka)

3
P

5l. Vide Tuzuk = i - Jahangiri Vol. II P.lOl (Ed.by
Ao Rogers) ‘

w i
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of GO a‘s Soram, and. the followers of GO va.s:rb the
place with great faith 8s it is cennacted with
Mala—prasangsa. Forthly, both Malcddh'ﬁra and the
Kellolg are not writ;ten many years after the event
took place, but w:.th:.n 25 years af‘ber the even'b
heppened, 52 and the details of the eveni:, with the
mention of different persons and places, given by
both the m‘itera are t00 many . and 00 varied to show
the event a fabm’.cation.. It is difficult to b’el:.eve 4
that both the authora tcék scrupulous care to fabricate
the event. So, we can say that such an edifice of
the Mala-prasanga as deseribed by Gopaladasa and
Kalyana Bhatt:a could not be bu:.lt on only a hearsay
or on utter :Ealsefood. The event, therefore, is en
histor:n.cal one, and not a fabr::.cation. Otherw:.se,
Hari.ra;yaa:. and othe:cs would not have referred to GO
as the protector of Mala55 Ve cazmot fling av?ay
the event as unhistorical,’ only because coutemporary
historians did not take note ef it.

The following statemeni; séys that the event
could not have taken place during the re:l.gn of
J ahangir -

52. Vide Vepunada = Vol I = 6 = Pal52

5%, Vide Appendix = 3e
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The ébé)ire, wa;c'gt.'t‘:,t:tez:\.ts ére not right. Some
of the dates are dmes slso wrong, For example, the
period of Shah Jghan's i-eign is 1627 ;- 1657 4.Ds
:L.e. 1683 't:o 1714-15 VeS. and no*t; 1685 - 1715 V.8.

The Mala-prasaaga has nothing to do with the political
upheaval. Jahangir himself hag ‘noted abogt Cidrupa

in % memoirs and he went to Kestmir in 1620 - 21
A.D., in which yesr (1677 V.8.) GO went to see him.

It is baselesé to ﬁu‘b the event during the reign of
Shah -Jahane-- ..o

54, Harihernath Tendan s Varts Sabltys = Pe393
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(viil) Gokulsnathejl end the poet Akho of Gujsrat

Dercgatory remarks aga:mst GO and te
Pustimarga are found in some of the books on_the
History of Gujsrati Literature.55 The epportunity
of disparagement rests sole],y on a stanza, written
by a Guaarat:. poet Akho ( G:.rca 1615 - 1674 A.D.
according to K.M. Muhshi and Circe 1519—1656 A.De
according to Umashanker Joshi), which is as follows:

Wwwmammmm,
m-aqa%nmﬁ-'m(w)
amqa?ra'rsm'rzr,(w)

W O A9 R, qrrrum'mﬁ?

wﬁmmmﬁwmmw?

R T R S T S U

55 Vide K.M.Zaveri's. Gujerati Sahityand Marge-
Stichaka Stambho F=72 = 73 TIGESAT TIFTIT TETCTH
&7 Ty AT WY "
m—- FqT tﬁm:n‘q,u tessessesnene
esssssecsssscncee a% qgToT )zﬁs g ’cl'i"’!’?
and the footnote as regsrds another reading
YutaY weTer aEg A AT Y 1
$ee also K.M.lMunshi's Gugarat and its literature N
P,l}O and i’jﬁ"fﬂﬂ - P.458 and G.M.Trlpa'bhl's
Classical poets of Gujarat -P=32. ’
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This stenza is first found in I§ T
(P=458), Thewe are various accounts of the jourﬁey
of Akho to different places of pilgrimage. .In one
account”™ it is steted that Akho went to Jaipur
end stazyed there wlth the Gosveml . He was not
satisfied with him a8 there were no religiois
preachings and philogophical discussions. . Then he
went to Kashi and while returning to Ahmedabad, he
visited in Jalpur end a Maharaga, son of GO, with
a8 view to testing his knowledge, but was not given
entrance. It is ssid that he wrote the above stanzé
to show the evil conduct of the GosvamIs.

This sccount is quite baseless, for GO
never <vigited Northern Raaasthan snd during GO's
mundeng existence, there was 1o Pustlmarega temple
in Jaipur alias Amer.

Shfi Unashanker Joshi _has examined his
incident 0f Akho's life in his velusble and learned
work, nemed, Akho: A sbtudy(in Gujarati).?! He has
pointed out that the line in question ( & *Wf°'°)
is found in U9 7 of Akho and the following
lines ( 9 ®leeeeeee)  are not found in that

" S6e Vide Umashanksr Joshis: Akho a study (Guj.)P.B2.
57« Vide Chapter = I. ’ '
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work?>, The work gyq & was written in self-
introspection and self—despise,59 snd there is no
intention of despising either GO ofﬁ?u??imgrga. It
was Kavi Nermadsshanksr, probably, whs first wrote
sbout Akho. His dislike for the Pustinzres,
Vaisnava Maharaaas and their followers is quite well
known. I think, he took the opportunity to bellttle
the sect, with quotations from Akho. But it still
remaing a question how the lines ..sse¥q W £°,,

etc. came to be connected with the line & FqTe o

etce

58, Akho s 4 study Ps 33. 4lso see what DreN.4A.Thoothi,
has sbated: "e.. it lays the ®=%=z blsme on GokulsnathajI.
But the versidon is not documented and is, fherefore,
altogether discredited = V%isnavas of Gujsrat, P;238,
footnote Noe5e ]

59. Akhos A study, P.26, UHT JeN JALET 9T8aT Wal

ATy FﬂTTT'ETgaT ﬁé B @Y Also see Umashanker

Joshi's Akh3nE Ohappa - P - 11 - 22, qT§ i oW AT EATAT

a9, 90T qTE9US 4 Ue ¢ Wl oTuT T UliFeATIN IART qrearl

60. "These lines sre found in Jada-Bhaktm—Ar&ga.tijﬂﬁ H#Tl
§

Vide Akhazna -Chappa (Ede U. Joshi) P.300.

-
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The question of the meetinéef 60 and
Akho, can be examined from another angle, viz.
whether Akho went to.-Gokul snd whether he wrobe

the lines T FTeeesss elCe énd also the

lines T HETY@ ST ¥ Y 1Y 6letc. The works

‘off the 1life of GO report that he visited Gujarat
in V.S. 1646-47, and he stayed at Amarva for a
_considerable time. Now, the daté of Akho is
uncertain., On the basis of the stanza I qarf

and the date mentioned in Akhé-GIta ’ which is
1705 V.8., Shri. Umashankar Joshi s;ayssa2 that
Akho's period sould be roughly 164‘? - 1710 3-T
So, bis meeting with GO in 1647 V.5. ‘seems mprobable,
No work by any o'f the VaisnaVa writers mention
akho's contact with GO. But thet cannot lead

us. to state that akho never went to Gokul and met
GO« . On the otherhand, Akho's statement 3 is quite
clear on that pomt. One can doubt the genuineness
of the stenza I Ffeees s But we £ind that Shri
Umashanksr Joshi hes edited g4y @iy after

61e HUT HETY ST ¥ WAYAT aT9, WHAT 7 974 WY 979,

a%maram’rm TIRAGT S9ET 59 9797 |
-I}. Joshi's Akho s A s‘budy-P.27.

62 Ibid = P.71
. 63 C£s U TE AT NI T eoaeens (No.16‘7)-
=Akhana Ghappa = Ps 324
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consulting eight MSSE_SA", most of whiéh contain the
stanza in question; and we have no any other
. authority to dispro;ve the fact that the stanze is from
Akho's pén’. ) |
‘ " The fact, in 'éhese ciréuma‘bances, remains
that Akho,mi\ght‘h:ave;_metﬁo in Gokul and been
initiated in,Pustinsrga by him. It is possible that
he might have prac;bi_.ced the Pﬁgiziﬁ'é‘rgi’y'a bhakb165
for| congidersble time, but his soul might not have
been satigfied wi‘bh the mode of worship. But that
. does no’c mean that he wes. dlspargg:.ngly critical of Ho
Pustimarga 5 a8 some books in Guaara’cz. Literature note.
;If it wes so, why did he wr:ube the stanza FUT mqrur %
qﬁ-gﬁ #TY » Which qulte categorlcally po:mts out tha’c
he_head full respect; for the three ECaryas? I‘b 3
appears thaﬁﬁthe influence of Bhaktlmarga was deep~
rooted66 ir his m:.nd and he has recommended Bhak'b:l.67

o:f course Nzrgtma instead of Sagtma Bhaktl, as the

64. Vide Akhons Cheppa PeldS. I
65. The following stanza has an autob:.ographical touchs
Foes wal XM Jgav, TUATETAT ATHT W,

mwmmw, ary 9 T TN WoTI
=AkhOs A Study, Pe65

664 (See nex:b page fc:c foot=note N0«66) . - .
 67. Vide aﬁa'%aat dn, vfea am, ,(P.36 P.42)-Akhana Chappa.
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step to Highest Bliss.

(ix) Persorelity s _

' Inner mettle of GO was tested in the
mala-prasafiga and he came out with lsurels. But it
was not only on that a§c§§t that he became great.
It was his exceptional virtues that msde him great.
He was learned but humble. Followers flattered him
like anything, but he wés not puffed dp. He was
generous enough to sear alone the burden of the
debt of his father. He was selfless enough to

give wp his own comforts for the sake of others.

He did not hesifate to give sway his handsome horse
Néyanasukh to his nephew Muralidhsrs, and geve his
shoes -to his brother BElaggéga, when he could not
walk.o8

56. Read:i— "On the otbher hsnd, en exsmination, at least

of his Akhaplts, the subhenticity of which is unquestionsble
leads us regsonalby to assﬁme, rot however without some
difficulties which may be traceable to fhe miéed_

personality of Akh3 , that the whole book gives en exposition
of, and depends, more or lesé entirely on, the scriptures

of the Vallabhi School; On the whole, the poem is a rosary

of pure pearls of Vaignavite excellenée, with the

permissible sprinking of a few stray sgtones whiéh.may

be traced to the Vedanta of S'aﬁka:505ry§ eoDre Node
Thoothi's Yeisneves of Gujsrst (Ed.1935) Fe240.

©8es See %oot«note Noel1l9 and also WeLeGandhitls LifePé§9%Of
@ .
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He was en erudite scholar, but he
pfeachéd more  of practical side of religion than
philosophicasls It eppears that he read mos® of the
Vedic and Smfti literature of his time, namely,
Upnisads, Surtis end Furanes, quotetions from which
sre found extensively in his works. He was perticularly
a master of, he almost drenk and digested, the
BH3geveta snd the SubodhInI. He hed & good command
over Saiiskrt: fenguage and wrote well in the éhggya
8%y16,%9 s well as the simple Writti 8tyle. It
is staﬁed‘that he knew well the Vedic éccents-7o
But finding that very few péople underétbod Saliskrtg,
‘he chose to teach through the populsr dialect, viz.
Vraje-fuags. Most of his writings in SefiskTtx ave
the commentaries on the works of his father and his
grandfather whose doctrines he has wéll interpreted.
In hls teachings in Vraaa~bhasa, partlcularly in the
xi:ixs Vartas and‘Vacanamrtas, he is orlginal. He
was a poet, too, as reported by some authors like
Giridharaal (1854 - 1933 v.8.), but hardly a few padas
and énhas have come to be known as his composition.

69, Vide his commentaries on 'Asmat Kulawi' end

Gaystrl BhSsya end the lomg commentery on Ssvottana Stotra.
70, gf %wmmmaﬁsa’rﬁ%ﬁmﬁw‘raﬁ ]

- geeard e ¢ - Anugrehs Vol. 14 Po#17.
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It sppears thet he did not shine out as a good
poet.7l

{thenever philosgophicsal and religiomns
discussions were demanded foom him, he never
hesitated. He was always prepsred to discuss, $he
importance of,mals and bilaks, with Cldripa, bub
the latter did not show aeny inclination for it.
While in Gujarat, he had oﬁpormities o balk
on philocophical problems at Surats and Ahmedabad72
When he wes in Kashmir, one pandit vis:.ted him. and
found pleasure in philosoyhical discussions w:.th
him, I’c is reported that the 'oandi'b presented
two works v’:i.?gu-Dharmomkara and Vyakaraz‘la - Sera
to 60;73 :
He hed g;fgét love for cows and prized
them as his dupreme wealth. When he left Gokul
for Sorem, in accordance with his *balk‘witlh
Jehangir, he did not miss to.teke his cows with
him. When Purugottamadasa told him that only &
few cows might be btaken, he gaid that cows would

come with him wherever he went.’m And while returning

71, Vide Ghapter JIIE (Q)

72. Vide P.i4 &-15, "this chapter.

75. Vide M.L.Gandki's.Life of GO, P.233.
74 Vifie foot=note ﬁo.6.
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to Gokul from Soram, he travel_ie@slowly, #o
that the cows and their calves might not get
_tired. R ‘ ‘ '

S'rz VI, his father, had g:'eat love for
and confldence in him, for he saw in GOy .The
future acarya.75 ﬁe adviged his othar sons to
follow his fourth son, viz, Vallabha alias GO. In
meny of his letters, therefore, - it is found that
$'r1 VP adds S'ri to Vallsbhe.® It is ssid that
many times. V’.D gave his works to G0 for review and
necessary changes' endwhen GO . found 'bhem alright, )
he (V1) placed them._ in: public. He was 8 far!shful
in‘berpre'her of S'uddhadva:.ta Pusta.marga end,
therefore, he wrote commentarles on the works of
VL &.VD and as sucﬁpe was fully qual:.fied %o be a
~ right preaeher of Pustimarga, which is evinced in

hls. workse - - s

75, STl VT once said to Csca Herivenis' as
WWﬁmﬁawmmrﬂmﬂ i

#ﬁaﬁt mﬂa‘rﬁa’rﬁaﬂ%ﬂu 1
- makat-ya SiadhBnta St. 107. N

-

: 76".' Once while S‘ri VT and GO were going to some place,
a disciple held en. umbrella over the head of 8! ri
VP, but ‘5121 VI seid thaﬁm should be hel? over

' Vallsbha i.es GO - Reads F&T W9 AIET IN
W ﬂ"[‘m‘f% W | - TIbid - Sb. 1l
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He was é good aéministratﬁr snd a kind -
care-taker of the“Vaigqavas>and»ascetics.@henever
any ﬁ%igyava cameé t0 him, he took personél interest
in his affairs end sew that all his comforts. and
conveniences were attended to. There are verious

incidents, W®hich bespeak for his affection for the

o
P e}

AnBgavadiyas. When he was on_journey to Gujarat snd
Kashmir, there were several people, followers as

A well ss servents wibh him. He entrusted everyone
with éqme duty'buf at the saﬁe”time always inquired
after their healfh and'comfbrﬁé. Once durlng journey
to Kashmlr, Sundardas Sulkanpurl could not take off
the nose-bag of the horse, but he did not scold him
and took 1t out himself. Once a servant beat Glrdhar
Dgrji for no fault of his,’ and when GO eeme to know
-gbout 1%, he dismissed him becsuse he ill-treated a
Vaisnava. Similarly, he Wel _comed c;ia-::ura Nagd and

other. ascetlca, while on the way to Kashmlr, end _

erranged for their neals. Durlng aourney he ssked all 1

to be temparate in food and drink snd sleep and he 3
toa, acted in the same way. Anether example is thzs.

at Sorsm it so hsppened’ that the servants did not
get,burning wood. gnd so he himself went out for ?
collecting wood in chill cold. He thought very highly 7

77 =
9% the'éﬁagavadiyas and locked‘qpon them es his self,

77. 0f.AeSd: WOTHA JATOTY | - = =Tebivirthadohana '
: C - - - (Anugrasha Vol.10)P.338.
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and taught his followers _to.do the siama. In many
of his nectar-precepﬁs (Vacan'éﬁ/g’bas)_, he has said
that we should never ill-treat & $hegavadIye and
'should have the seme love for him as we have for ‘
the lLord. He kept Manlkchand Ksatr:. ( a disciple of
§tri VI)with hin afber the passing away of 8'ri VI
and always held him in high respects Once 'i:he /
servants of the 'ﬂija—mandir (bhitari@s) geve him |
dung covered with cookegl riéé, ubeéause they had to .
walt for him on many occasions. When GO came to know
of this incident, he dismissed all those. servants,
who were the Sachora Brahmins. Even 't:o this day,
the Sachora Brahmins are not kep'b in the Sej'éb in
Grokul.78 Thn.s shows his sense of Justice to
and 1ove for the Vaxsnavas. .- When he vigited '
Guj arat,- he found how the Guj ara’a:lf Vaigigavaa
Z&wed him, end, 'bherefore, he used +to say
that it was h:.s good luck %o have the opportunity

78, Vide Harlharnath Tandans Varta-Sahitya, 9.305(
( foot-note)
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%o see such Bhagvadiyas.’ 2 Similerly, one
incident noted in s BRS(Hindi Eo.lOl/l, L
Ke¥ikeroli Vidys Vibhaga) of 1746 V.8, informs that
he -read the s*bo;'ies of 'bhe v ai§§avas with great
reverence and‘ when he could not ré ad them, he.

bouched the work o his eyes with grest ffaith.'

Two incidents of GO's l:.fe are
Blakls.
noted in the [Mala of Nabhadasa ( Gi:cca -
1640 V.8.):

,,,,,

79+ Of. 3l &t ATt wAY, T O TR TETATC ® A,
W et W e, ’t{%ﬁ%’mﬁvzﬁaﬁwma

$&T %E7q | - - Gopaldas - Rasika—rasa—Anugcaha
Vol. Iv:'P.jéi - Also read: - UG FIT 4T
prfl mﬁﬁﬁwwﬁ"#n’rmmwu "q'r'afaf’r
maﬁﬁﬂmmﬁ%wmn aﬁ‘ﬂwmm
ot &aTgd qg ¥ 11 Y5OTT @ arg a7y ¥ ATR) wWE Y 4
Yeorag o oYe ¥ @ arh a1 Ysura W ¥ av o
A WA T AT U 1| ¥5OT9E 618 a1y v ¥
BT AN N T AN == - mmmmm e m - - |

‘‘‘‘‘ - A MS of Vacnamrts 'beleng:.ng to &hr::.
" Chimenlel M. Veidys.
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TaT$ MgTTaRT B qTe @ G gral (A We
W fa e T fem Ts “geY fisa fefeg Sy ATy
Iey ot ¥ “ ey aeg ¥ greRY AT @t 3T ATl
YN wey T TeaT 5O N AN st wer
Wmﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁ mﬁac’iﬁrwaﬁwm‘r,
mm’ﬂw@maﬁﬂﬁgwmwﬁmﬁ
@1 fear arart”

FT=ET ATH% @& T 4feT ¥ a1 3173 @y
FAT 4T AT AT Y TS M w Y w5 §ET AT AT

WWEW@(NW)W#@W'&W
AT @ ¥ (TeaTe) AT &7 i 4 TR wTeET e
Tl AT aTmraﬁ% A TTa T A Y qrar ¥ %
‘Wwwtwﬁnﬂrhmm~wmﬁwﬁﬁ
form 78T W @, W TRAY 7g AT | aw Mrerdny Ieu
qeT, & a9 S6Y g aTaf TN aTy Y gh, $T=gT
FIT UTH 9T gAY @ Tt #c 7€ Wra PRaT & w7t
ﬁmwmwmﬁmnhﬁmwﬂwJWf
fBag b

...........

80, Vide Hariharnath manaans Varta SahItya - P.482s
Quoted from Bhskta~m3la Kewit_ = 519=21 ﬂTnT
LIr] ﬁrw ceevenns nua%tm- It isk Said that bthis
inciden‘b happened in the ‘life of S'ri VT.

81, Thisg inc:.dent is also reported in the S'ri

Goveréhananathﬁk{ Prakatya V"ar%a;
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The first iﬁcident shows that GO
knqw well the phychology of love: unless the feeling
of love has not dqwned at all in human heart,
how can he love anything or any person? This also
shows his selflessness and sbsence of avariciousness,
for he d4id not sccept a millionaire as his discipls.
The second incident shows how he loved fhe devotees,
?he Bhagavablyes.. .
He was an efficienf swimmer and a good
horge=-rider. During journey he rode a horge. When
he went to Guaarat he rode the horse Gan;cala. He
used to go for a stroll on horse-back. His courage !
a8 & swimner csn be seen from the incldent, when,at
the age of nine, he rescued merchant's horse from
a swift eurrent of a r1ver.82
His physical personallty is descrlbed
by his disciples in meny ehlogies (Stotras). Ic is
stated that his was a magnificent and attracﬁive

physique. 83 He resembled his father VT in points

82. Vide M.L.Gandhi's Life of GO - P.164 and Haridss's
Viraha-gita H ‘WT%I ﬁﬁm m aooocooo . o 2

83, Gf&ﬁﬂmﬂﬁ Aq:| - Harlrayaalf Gokules' anamavall,
Anugraha Vol. 15, No. 11 = 12, P. 5
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of physique and nafure and moral,virtues.gé
Generally he wore a,'dhoti! and a cotton shawl
(Ubtariya). He kept a long hazr readhing the
hips.. . 85 He was wearing ear-rlng and tying flower-
' waeaths on the braids of hair. His complexlon
was a little blackish.®® It was his hebit to chew
beetﬁglleaves throughout the day.

He was a great guru and teacher. "He had
both the qualities of a good teacher H vast knowledge
and the menner of imparting it; be’ch (kriys) ama
samkrantl in the words of Kalzdasa. 87 The
Vacanamrta 1iterature apeaks volumes for his capacity

84, C£, ATAAUTT Fhadq X+ GopsldSs, Navakhyana §o.9
and .GTaged TAUTGWT .+ Anugraba Vol,15, 11-12, P.4.

854 cf.a’rﬁqﬁa'rﬁﬁm Wmﬁm-

Gopaldass Guaarata - Gemana - 1113 ¢ XIII - 76

(Anugréha XV = Po4ll . '

86. Cf. TTYH ?ﬁw TR FoRaEY -

Herirasyajl : - Gokules‘aataka St.ﬂx 7.

87, cf.ﬁwarm'rmﬁﬂ?qm FgTi==y falrergear)
- Kalfaasa: Malav1kagﬂiﬁitra I-3
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as a teacher. He generally followed éatechismal
method, instead of lecturing method. Generslly,

he sat surrounded by diséiples in the afternoon ;nd
. at night éné religious discourses went omn; they even
"put to him qﬁestions when he was téking béth or

when he wes out for a stroll or when he was engaged
in masssge. He never kept himself at & distance
from his followerse He was a mine of information
end anecdotes, religiohs and worldly, and taught
religiotis andyp philOsoPhical doctrines with apt
illustratlons and with humour. £$—13~aue—ta—h&m—tha#
the ¥Ert3 - liverature (84 and 252, Vari:as , Bija = _
Varts, Bhava = Sindhu ete.) beeauee became popular-
and no one will deny that this literature hes become
very useful to the Vaisnavas for fixity of religioms
fervour (qTaaaaT) . He ‘always laid stress on both
Nama=Seva and ~8varupa-seva and practiged it in

his own 11fe.88

He was 8 master of Bhagavata and its
commentary SubodhinI as is evinced by his Badl—mlka;~
He followed the footsteps of his father and grandfather
and‘beéame ihstrumentél in the propagation and
consolzdatlon of Pustmmarga. It would nﬁt be an
exaggeratlon to state that Stri VL laid the fbundatlon

(= NavaklnyZng we-) )

- 88, Cf, dTY &% AT w"r m sﬁ'aﬁ eels glso true of GO.

i
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off?usfimﬁrga. Sipi V‘.!} built an extensive structure
on it and GO déve loped and pro’eecte L Heﬁas one

of the true exponents of ?us«bmar@uambhakm,

whoge basis is “bhe grace of the Lord the doctrine

of Prameya, and preached that Lord' seva is the prme
duty of a %aisnava, and ell other activities snd
traditions, either &%dic or worldly, are subordinate
to it. He himself acted accordingly 89( ) But ‘he

did not ignore Vedic or Smrti in juncbions. He did
seva himself and wheneverag( b) he was out, he mstructed
his relatlves and servants to be casreful in the
performance of seva. One :mc:.dent bespeaks his

love for the Lord. When the creditors stopped the

89( &) Kollala XII - Tarafiga 3 states how he himself
TAAE

collected veluable srticles (s1f1 g1fa a‘qﬁw wyfa A7)

and. put .in a box and went %o bed after ful],y satisfy=- '

that
ing himself/everything was alréght. Read ¢ =

e 1oy ﬁT?ﬁi%%ﬂT ATy ﬂﬁaTaut
SrETaTy Weew, afya wda
fﬁzﬁﬁq afPrfef frodes qﬁ?war |
XXX}CXXXXXXXXXXX
TEIgey Y I ¥eg AT 9 qTad
T gTPeTe JieT avn et
d%a'xﬁrfa ik a*aaqwréﬁj%ra i

- Kallola XII - %

89(b) Gf.i%aTtathaaaTu ™Ml ' Bariraysils
Gokules! anamavaﬁn. T
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Rajsbhoga of S'ri Navanﬁtaprf;gﬁi, he was much

pained to see it and did not take meals. He assured
the creditors that he would pay off the debts and
there was no hindrance to the seva of S'ri
Navanmtaprf&aal. He taught, therefove, that a
Vhlsnavaé should not incur debt for the Lord's seva,
and should do it withih shotr meens®X ), He used

to say thatd?ug?imarga accepted all people in its
fold, irrespective of'éaste of social status and
initiated in'bo&:.i?u??imnérsa even fow @aste people, in
the manner of his father. He set an example

of nobility of character by practising himgelf
the virtues like pgenerosity and self-denial,
todersnce end temperance, Bhagavat—seva and Hama=-geva.
He liked music and employed mu51clans for the kirtana=
seva. In one of the paﬁas, Dharmadasa says that
gIaNYy gary & gT8T MFEATY |0 eoeers 90.  Thede
virtﬁes of his attracted many V%i§gavas from different
parts 6f India, but mostly from Gujarat.

89(c)e Cf. aund% goug EV9 AT 4T oraT SIIY ATIEE
TTeaT, T AT AT arardeTy fazta b1 AT Q’dﬁﬁ
TagHe T wWaAT| - - - -

Gopaldas: ﬁTatévéftﬁééoﬁana: Anugrgha XIV = Pe359.

90. Hariharnzth Tendans Varts-sabitya P.290 & Read:
Sofadan aF 1 — HW&RV(}ZA St Gokadegs Nawauad
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Some 6:‘.’_-, his followers,_ latei' called .
Bharuci Vai§{1avas, began to look upon him, even _
during his life-time, as the Hié‘hes‘b God, and depiojbed.
him as such in their works, 5ut he was very ixumble ;;nd
taught them that the Loxrd lS supreme.9 Mahavadasa
goes to the exben‘b of saying that the svarupa of GO

is the same aSszrd K}:gx}g.gg These Vaigx‘lavas have

91. O, mET: wi gysTYeW PriREeT Wk W T

gefea gegfsentra arafarafor ye=wT favrfa 2 A

wTdfal - e - e - ﬁiﬁrﬁt gfa ararefy
, e Taltporidde

Also note the incident noted in-x% ® W oy

RETNTYTT HYEMTET Mgt Amiger T AT
mWﬂmﬁﬁw’raﬁﬁ Tﬁmﬁqm%
'(WTT’I mmmmu’rtﬂ mi'tzv’rﬁaa”rﬁﬁ&
T 1Y, 99 09 9OTRY 99T YT qmm.t " ST T
m&"m:ﬁm mammma’r qurﬁqﬂwm"
-Anugraha - XIV - P. 361.

924 'Cf;& ¥ aRTET §a 49T 9% IICT gAwver A1 ||

¥ TP g T, AT |1 |
= Rasakos! & XVI - 146 (unpubl:.shed)
and gt Ay maﬂvrf FTIATIATY Wazﬁmq.

Ty amﬁva‘!‘t q§ eﬁa‘e@ﬁsv T g

- Vallabhaglta, cauts V= Pusti-sudha Vol. Se

)NO‘?-BO
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written in details sbout his ¥ohtime (nitys-caritra)
and also gbout his physical personalityga. Much of
these descripfions appears to have & tinge of
exaggerabtion, but they give us an idea of his daily
routine right from rising up to going to bed, how he
bathed, wore clothes, did seva, bteught his children,
etc. Vallabh»giﬁglof Mahdvadasa describes in detsils
hig face, heir, feet, fame, virtues eté. One may not
fingl 811 tbls litersture ln good taste, but it
proves the fach that bhese followers? had imnense
love for GO and that they found supreme bllss&bls
company.

Hariraysjl (who is, by no means,. a blind
follower) and Kgggargya (GO's sister's sén) and

others have written agtakas and n3n5valis’” in praise

9%. Vide uokules astaka by Harlrayaal and also
Mahavadasa's B Vallabhaglta and Vallabhecarltra and
Gopaldasa's Tattvarthsdohana and Nityacsritra by several
writers. N . . -

94, The Vallabha—&atna—Rasa@aya-uhaktauﬁaaa (Unpublished)
(dated Magha S'ukhs Peficeni of 1733 V.8.) of Vallabhadas
and Suraji Bhergava has given the list of the followers
of GO with their names and native places. Their number
‘woes in 1733 V.S. wés nesrly five %housand.

95. Vide Anugrehs Vol.l5 Nooll & 12.
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of GOy which fact proves that he must have been a
very popular and.brllliant Gcsvaml. Shrl M.C..
Parekh, a diginterested and non-sectarlan author
éwie writess

“Gokulanath, besmdes beiné é man of actlon,
was something of an original reliwionéteacher. In
this matter, the mantle of his father and grandfather
had fallen on his shoulders. Besxdes winnzng a
victory over the 0ppcnents of his falth, he did much
o consolldate it in many WOYS esssese hE carrled
further the work of his father and helped much in +the
_spread of the movenents. _So outstandlng was his
personality that he has been considered the third
great lsader of the church by its followers.

Gekulnath, had six brothers, three of
whom were older than himself and three younger. By
his talents, strength of character and hlgh splrituallty,
he overshadowed all of them easily, and the leadership
of the church may well have rested with him especially
as the times were stoqy and the movement was g01ng
through pérsecutlon. This resulted in many Vézsnavas
looking upon him as the only true successor of his
father..."96 -
96¢ MoCoParekhs Shri Vallabhacharya, P.292.& 300. Also. read
Bombay Gazetteer Vol.IX? “Vittalnath died in A D.1583 at

-

the. age of ninety, 1eav1né seven sons, sab—svarup, each of
whom established a separate seat or Gadl. Of them the most
distlnguished foxr learning snd tact was the fourth son

Goknlnathal."

-y
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He was very mucn respected and oonsulted
by the generatlon next to his. Har:.ra,yaal 9< g‘andson
of his elder brother Govindar3ysjI, was initiated by
him (GO) and has written stotras in praise of GO,
Younger Gosvamis turned to him whenever some disputes
grose. Such an incident is és followss

- _Dudrkes'ajl of the 'Third House!, did
not give Iviadh'xfsﬁdan@i’ of the 'Sixth House' his
personal deily (8evya &werlpa), andthe dispute was
taken to #8,G0 , who said that it would bring
discredit to their family if a suit was. filed in the
court end he persuaded Dw’ér‘,}&es'éji %o pért witﬁ
B'é'lékygix}aj'i , the Bevya @vérﬁpa of Madhusﬁdénj'i.

God has six qualities: ais'varya, Vivya,
&'ri, ’gas'as, ?ﬁé‘na. and ’V’air’a'.gya.’ GO is said to be
the ‘yas‘as—smr'ﬁpa of God, whose other qualities are
dormant in hlm-

(x) Last days of his Lifes

. It appears that no note-worthly J.ncz.dent,
aftermMalawprasanga, 'book rlace in his after-life.
Life was, then, usual and peaceful. He enaoyed hmself
in Bhagavet~seva and teachmg his followers rellgious
doctrines and pract:.ces. It is poss:.ble tha‘b he mlght
have wrxttea certain works durmg this last phase of

life,
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A M8, in the sarasvatl Bhandsra of
Kankaroli (Hindi Section N6.101-1), dated 1746 V.S.
gives an account97 bh&% of an event in GO's life.

- Krgna Bhatte of Ujjein hed asked his son
to send a MS (a pothl that he had written himself)
to GOs That pothi coatalned, 1t appears, some
incidents of 84 and 252 Vartas, and GO concelved
great reverenca for it. ©So he alwgys read if. It
also tells us that afver many yeargfgassed, he could
not read %hahmaéé it, but touched it to his eyes with
the same reverence., This leads us to surmise that
in the aften—life, GO miéht heve lost his eyesiéht
or higs eyes mivht have been too weak to read anythinge.
In the beginning, he put the pothi himself in the
trunk and locked it, bubt later he asked his son
Vitthalarayajl to do so. Hence probably his eyes miéht
have been took weak. But it should be noted fhat no
any other work on the life of GO speaks of it,
excepting a reference’C made by Girldharagi Maharaga.
The birth-day of GO known in the sect as \Maha-utsava
began to be celebrated by the followers withvgreaﬁ
pomp from 1691 or 1692 V}S. and onwards énd several

97. Vide Ghépter ITII(p)(ii) for the relevant quotation.
98, G:E."‘H'T rﬁmwm LELT eﬁa’r garey -
- Giri&haraai‘s 120 Vacanamrtas - F.80.
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works describe its celebration, e.g. Sata é'obhana
of Haridasbhai, describing it, were sung in the
presence of GO, himself; Similarly, a big work,
named Svaripanubhasva-msha-utsava, having 113 maigeslas,
describes the celebration in details, where GO's
rising, sitting, going, etc., (himself without eny
help from otheis) are deseribed, but there is no
reference to the loss of the eyes.is mede. Bhakta -
Bhavértha of Gopaladass refergs to his 1ll-health,
but does not refer to the loss of his eyes. It is
possible that he did not read that poth{, but touched
it to his eyes, because he read it several times. &So,
the description in question does not conclusively
prove that GO had lost eyes during his last Qays.gg
He passed awgy from this mortal world on
the nineth day of the dark half of the month of WEgha
of 1697 V.8., living 8 long snd purposeful 1if§ of

89 years. His end was a greabt shock to his close

99. Shri Din Day3l Gupt3 has noted in the footnobe
on page No.137 of his thesis Agbachjdpa Aura
Vallabhs Sampradays, on the strengbh of a
8tatement by Shri Kentha Meni Shastri that Shri
GO lost his eyes in his after-life. But as noted

above no conclusive proof about it is avsilable.
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'disciples, 80 much s;> that some o:é.his disciples,
known as 78 Bhagavadiyasloo died out of the pangs
of séparation from him, taking either poison or drowning ||
themselves in rivers or ponds.

He has left an indelible impression
as a Gosvaul in the Bistory of the PustImarga, more
a8 its :.n‘berepreter and consolidator'. India
cons:.ders Manhood @eater than yodhood. The gr-ea‘b
Vyasa declared in the Mahabharata that = « « =
-mmaﬁaa’rmﬁa A ATF9Tg Ysew. Ty -
i R . ..-(I tell you the top secret,
that nothing is greater than Man.) Dn.sciples of GO
raised him _to the p:mnacle of Gedhood, but it should
.\be observed tha‘b the 'Man' in GO is the most
"a'btractn.ve virtue of his, which should inspire '&he
followers- o:f‘ the Pustlmarga ‘o - become a perfect
Vaisnava. , , o :
(xi) GO's personal Deity and Puranic References o GO

In the end, two thlngs need be men‘bionedx
one about his sévys svarupa, his ‘pergonal deity and the

other sbout purax.z'ic references to GO.

,,,,,,

100, Vide Appendix - 4,
fol . C-f' ‘S"ahf"rww - CM. L??‘LO-
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The &evya waarﬁpa of GO was S'ri
Gokulanathaji W. After masking a
permanent residence at éokul, Stri VT gave each of
his geven sons one S%rarﬁpa (i.e, idol), whenw they
should worghip _' ané. daily. G§ got »the,,ﬁ%ér;dpa of
s'ri GOy s his Bevys. It is sald that there was
p'aﬁ'c'éyatana-;pﬁja in the hbﬁse ;)f the father-in=law
of S'ri VL. All:‘bh;:)se five ‘idols ;)f G;)dgl were given
to S'rl VL by his mother-in-law. _8'rl VL kept the
idol of S'ri GO as his sevya and others (8'iva,
Surya, Bhavani and Genes'a) were éfferea into the
Ganges. 102 H‘owaver Murlldardésam 3 says. that S’ri '
4VL kept S'ala.grama only end he does not spesk of the idol
of 8'ri GO. Trad::.tion goes to say that this :Ldol

- was worshipped by Indra, When Indra was humbled down

102, See Niga-Varta (ed. Lallubhal C. Desa:n.)
Prasanga No.34 P.69. and also Girldhar{al Maharaaa
ke 120 Vacb{anamr#’cas No.63 and No.ll4 end Tebtvarthee
dohana - Anugreha, Vol, 10 No.lo P. §44B.Also see
Kankaroli MS (H:Lndi Band.ha No.lOl - l) d.at'ed 1746
V"arta l\xo.50, as quoted by H.Pandan in his Varta
Sahi‘bya, P, 155.

103, Cf. WTauTH. faaT TEaT=a mfﬁxrrhmaszmm

. IN’TQ‘T BT‘FW Muralidherai §'ri Vallsbhs-

carya ca:e:.tam, Debe
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by Lord K:ggga,, he ceme to Him and implored that He
should ellow him (Indrs) to serve Him (Ersna)s Lord
Kz':§1'1a gave him the idol in qﬁe stion and Indra worshipped
it for a long time. Then, the idol came to the hands
of R'Evagg who. worsl}ipyed it for 8 long t'f'me andtbhen,
by the samx passage of time, 1t came to the family
of the father-in-law of S'I‘l VLe Such an ed:.flcﬂof
an unchronologxcal anecdote is etected wround this
1dol. : -

The id;)l is five td 'six inqhes high, and
is made of "olack s‘bone. Ié ﬁas four hands. With one 7
ARight hand, is raised the mount Govardhana, and in the
left hand there is a conch=-shell, :Ln which all the
heavy rains, it is saild, are abéorbed; with the 6ther
'Ewo,hands, the Lord :"LS playing oﬁ the glute. The
seat is made of lotus. £ is said that it is this
idol which represents the svarupa of the Lord who ralsed
The mount Gova:cdhana, when it rained heavily in Vraaa.loq'
To-day, every yosr on the eighth dsy of the dark half
of As'vinag, this s%rarﬁpé is teken in the easy seat
(§ukhapala) to G:Lm.raaa or J a’cipura from Gokul end the

right o:E' ’che ceremony of Govardhana—?uaa by ‘bhe Gogvami

- W

104, Vide the pesdas TTR argf MgeTa - - Keka

Vallsbhaji's bilavela.
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of the 'Fourth House' is still maintained.
Various éﬁthorities;are cited in 2 (
Gujerati work on the Life of 30105, as regerds the
predlc‘biens about the incarnations of God :l.n{‘bhe 4
forms of 8'ri VL, S'ri VI eand S'ri GO, For example,
it is stated 4® that in the Brahnanda PurEna Y ‘
it is san.d that in the Kali age the Lord w:z.ll take birth
ss Krgna, Buddha, Vi‘bthalksa and Kalki, 106
' _ Slmn.larly, 'bhere is quoted & dialogue
between Vasisgtha and Ramackiandrg from Kdipurar.xa 8
 Uttara-Khands where Va’s'/iagi.:hé s.say'sA thet in the
. Kaliyaga, the Highest Iord will be bo;'n as S'ri |
Gokulanath.lo? | | '
-In the same WaYy. Kalayana Bhatta mentions
- an au‘bhcritylog of Ad:.—purana which says that God will
~ %ake Dbirth as 8'ri GO,

3%
T

105, Vide' Magsnlsl L. Gandhi's Life of GO, Chapter 3
. Part I. -
106¢ I’bid—P.GZ.
107, T ﬁwmﬁ T 9TET GET ga:|
qEaTs I a’éw’rs AT ?mrfar.uwu

g trrwﬁmﬁ yFaacedT JUTETAC:l - -
wﬁr e qqaﬁzq’t Tagaf W 311 0= 1=P.68.69-Tbid.

108. Vide Kallola No.l Taranga 39 - St. 18 'bo 20.



‘o'o 0'1270 (X

| Al1 these authorities sppear to be
unaﬁthentic. I have tried to trace thgtzgénzas
quoted from the work Vallabha=Vildsa, 9 but I
could not find these stanzasAin'the Eﬁiﬁpﬁ:é&é-
I feel, therefore, that some over-enthusiasﬁic
followers of GO might have fabricated thase
guthorities to glve them an air of anczent—ness.
_ Such attempts do more hsrm than gervice to the

sect,

109+ I have seen only the 3rd snd the 4th parts-of
this work. I could not come across the first Lo

partd.



