Ch. 8 Parabrahman

Among the holy scriptures of Bhakti - Vedanta schools of India
Sﬁ§wﬁminﬁrﬁya1_1a has made an extra-ordinary statement about the theory
of incarnation of God that is quite different from most of our scriptures.
The Gita declares that God is born whenever dharma declines and
adharma dominates, to protect good people and to destroy evil minded
ones. To reestablish dharma or code of conduct, God incarnates himself.
But the Vacanamrtam and its Sanskrta translation HVSS state that God or
God realised saint is always present in the word. Either of them is there
as long as there is human existence on earth (HVSS 219 : 4-5) because
there is always Adharma and are always vile and wicked people in the
world along with virtuous and moral people, who are to be guided and

protected.

The imporfant endeavour is to find and identify the God incarnate. As
per our scripture like Bhagavatam, He incarnates as a saint and is
endowed with 30 virtues or qualities (Srimad Bhagavatam 11:11:29) that
start with the grace (krpa) and ending with ekantiki bhakti or devotion
with utmost concentration on God. Such an ascetic saint was S1i Sukadeva.
- When God is born as a ruler, He posseSses 39 qualities (Srimad
Bhagavatam 1.16.2, 27, 28) starting with satya or truthfulness and ending

with anahamkrti, i.e., absence of ego i.e. humility.
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To know the God and to understand his manifest form is the highest
aim of a theist follower or a devotee. In the Gita So Krsna says:
VedaiSca sarvairahameva vedyah. Indeed I alone am to be known from
all the Vedas. The ‘Vedas’ are considered in India to be the best
repository of the knowledge. The end of knowledge is the beginning of
cognizance and understanding of God. His form and His greatness. In the
Vachanamytam 57 and its corresponding HVSS 57 this is the main subject
matter. In that discourse the senior most ascetic Sii Muktinanda Swami
asks a question to Sri Swamindrayana: ‘Maharaja! What is the most
éxtraordinary means of 'attaining liberation 7 .

S1i Swaminarayana a replied, “The knowledge of God’s form and of
His greatness are two extra-ordinary means to attain liberation. From the
earliest Sruti texts to the latest scripture like the Vachanamrtam there is
unanimous view of Indian Acaryas-teachers, that the purpose of human
life is to know God who is the inner-dweller of all, one who dwells in the
earth and in every self, one who is thus within Self and one who controls
earth- “antah pravistah $asta jananam sarvatma” (T.A 3/11) yah priihivyén’z
tisthan, atmani tisthan atmanam antaro yamyati. (Brhad Upanisad 3.7.22.)

This Parabrahman or ParamsSevara is the First principle, the Supreme
Being, the creator the governor and the destroyer. He is the ultimate and
only principle of comprehension and attainment of Grace. This according
to all theistic Vedanta systems is possible through various means but the
chief is Bhakti.

. Though there is more than one ontological reality in theistic systems

in India, Paramatma - Params$evara is the Supreme reality. -

Indeed, God is so great that we cannot say anything adequately in
human words about what He is life and about His real greatness.

But, if we can’t make any statement about God, we can at least
express our ideas as per our capacity of understanding and language. He
is, according to the teachers of all Bhakti schools, Being, with corporeality,
perfectly free, Omnipotent, Omniscient,- Source of_ all moral obligations,
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who exists eternally and necessarily and has essentially all divine propeﬁies
- and is devoid of all defects and weakness. All devotees have to resort to
~ such a Personal God. If we take refuge in Him in real sense it will help
us in very gréat way. |

It is in this sense that Sri Swaminarayana explains the following
famous §loka of the Gita, viz., Swaipamapyasya dhamza&ya trayate mahto
bhayat, (II-40) quite differently from all other acaryas by giving totally
different meaning (HVSS 142 : 14-20) to the word dharma. The ancient
acaryas explain variously the word dharma with reference to karmyoga.
They have taken the word yoga from the previous context and have
explained it as :

Vivek-sambuddhir upsarpanam yogah
Niskama-karmayogah / bhagvadjnana-rupa-karmayoga

S11 Ramanuja explains here, ‘asya karmayogakhyasya svadharmasya
swalapamso ‘pi mahto bhayat samsarabhayat trayate.’

Even a little of this dharma known as yoga of Niskama Karma
(unselfish action without desire for any reward) gives protection from the
great fear, i.e., the fear transmigrate existent (RGB : 88-39).

| S1i Swaminarayana explains dharma as conviction of God i.e., the
God that is in human form, manifest, is the anchor, protector. If a devotee
has such slightest strength based on such a conviction, he will be
prétected from great calamities lLord Swaminarayana then gives the
example of Arjuna who had such a conviction in case of Lord Krsna and,
therefdre, he was saved from very grave dangers.

Explaining the supreme strength- of this conviction, S1i Swaminarayana
says only he can be called an ekantika bhakta (the best devotee with
single-ended firm conviction in God as saviour) Whosé strength is based
on the conviction of God more than anything else. Only he can be called
a genuine satsangi, the true follower. .

Yasya swarupnisthayam balart Krsnasya vartate /

Sa eva pakvah satsangi gunabudhirmato ‘parah: [/
HVSS 142:34
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Then Stri Swaminarayana states that even in Srimad Bhagavatam the
same concept about having maximum faith and conviction in God as
Saviour is émphasised. He says that the Bhagavatam also mentions this
predominantly, ‘If one strays from the dharma proclaimed in the Srutis and
Smrtis, one should not worry (much). Hdwever, one should never abandon
the refuge of God.” (VGMS 1I-9, P.388) This Bhagavatasraya and the

strength of conviction that arises out of it is the main means of liberation.

Though Sri Swaminarayana does not mention either markata-§isu-

nyaya or marjara-§iSu-nyaya, it is clearly indicated from this discourse

 that he preferred the former to the latter.

Here, S SWéminz’iréyana_ bpéns the door or mukti or liberation for all
people of all castes, classes and stations of life. He further explains the
importance of this concept of conviction of God as.the saviour in the
HVSS. 150, where he takes another key concept of the Gita and explains
innovatively. The term is ‘Sthitaprajia’ on which the entire second
adhyaya of the Gita is based.

Generally, the term means equilibrium of mind, intellect, (ﬁrm wisdom
etc. A person who possesses such a person is called an Sthitadhih and
Sthitaprajiiah. Generally all the commentators explain that such a person
is one whose mind remains calm unperturbed in sorrow and joy, free
from desires, fear, anger, attachment etc. In short steady in mind and
body. This meaning is not wrong but Sri Swaminarayana explains totally
differently in HVSS 150. First, he Says just as a .persoh who has realised
atman 1.e., one who is not perturbed by joy or sorrow who has no longing
~ for pleasures, sat_isﬁed in himself by himself, has neither attachment for
anything nor any will for anybody is called Sthitaprajiia, a man with his
wisdom firmly set. Similarly, a person, who is fixed in his conviction that
‘God is God’ and there is absolutely no scope of accepting certain of his
qualities and rejecting others, becomes that very God (in manifest form).
He is the very soul of countless universes. Such a person with this type

-of stable understanding about God is Sthitaprajfia a man with firm
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wisdom. He never wavers in his conviction abeut his such understanding
of God is really steady in his conviction. He is Sthiradht or Sthitaprajiia.
To show. the greatness of such a devotee, Sri Swaminarayana further
adds, ‘God redeems all the sins of such a person who has such stable

understanding.

About the manifest the form of God, he entertains no doubts regarding
His acts of commission and omission and entertains and entertains no
doubt about the nature of God. He glories both the strength and the

weakness, appropriate and inappropriate acts, without harbouring any

~ doubts about their appropriateness or otherwise. He is the wisest person.

He has nothing more to understand.

Thus, the knowledge of God especially its mainfest form is the most
important means of reaching him. Thus Parabrahman is the upaya as well
as the Upeya. To know Him is to Reach Him. As Brahadaranyaka
Upanisad states ‘when the One is known, everything is known. That One,
the Absolute of Upanisad is the God with divine corporeality for all Bhakti-
Vedanta schools. In short, for them absolute is God and God is absolute.

Thus, it mean that God-Parabrahman absolute of Sri Swémiﬁéréyar_ﬁsm
when qualified by Jivas, I§varas, Miya and like the Vi§variipa shown by
Sr1 Krsna to Arjuna, he could not see. According to Sri Swaminarayana,
His original form, in his abode - Aksaradhdma - is that of a tender-
teenager - kiSora-mirti. But, through His Antaryami Saki and Jiapti, He
pervades all, is immanent in all, is the Atman of all sentienfs i.e., Isvara,
Aksarabrahman and non-sensetient i.e., Maya, Prkriti. They constitute
His Sarira. He is their Sariri or Self. He inj‘ects and infuses His power in

all. Therefore, all sentients pulsate with life and all non-sentient exist.

His Svarupa or essential nature - form - aptly called Bhagavatsvartipa -
is the most important and central concept is $ri Swaminarayanism. In
Yoga also according to Sri Sw?arm'nérﬁyanag God is the centre of meditation,
which is to be attained through intense meditation or profound association
with Ekantika Bhakta, i.e., highest type of devotee. Oneness with him is
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good. Such oneness with God itself is Nirvikalpa Samadhi. Such devotees
- Bhaktas ascetics or householders are also called Nirguna Bhaktas. They
may follow, the path of renunciation or of worldly activities; they may
belong to the class of Narada and Sankara or of seven sages and king
Janaka; but all are Nirguna Bhaktas because they had total correct and
firm realisation of God’s form. From that they never wavered. Just as a
person who has right conviction and knowledge about a Neem tree will
never have doubt about its correct identity in any of the three states, viz.,
Jagrta, Swapna or Susupti. A Nirguna Bhakta will never have any doubt

““about the form or act of manifest God.

In Sri Swaminarayanism Parabrahman the highest ontological reality
is described not only as omniscient, omnipbtent and omnipresent but also
as the one and only one to be meditated upon by all. Theologically, the
entity is called Purusottama, Parabrahma, Narayana Bhagavan

Sri Swaminarayana, Sri Sahajananda, Sri Harikrsna, Sri Hari, etc.

Fundamentally the concept of Params$evara of Sfi Swaminarayana
and I§vara of Sri Ramanujacarya, as the Highest Reality are same. But
by having in its philosophy and theology, the concept of Aksarabrahman.
or Brahma, which is also, likes Parabrahman. The Sariri and controller of
Jiva, I§vara and Maya, Sri Swaminarayanism take totally different route

to the highest via Aksarabrahman, who is always present in the world as
| Guruhari, Parama-Ekantika Satpurusa, to help and guide the Mumuksus
or aspirants to final freedom during this human life itself, if not possible,
even in the next life after the demise. The concept of Aksara is, therefore,
very important and the epithet Aksaratita or Aksaradhisa are the most
appropriate. The reason is in the Sfi Swaminarayana darsana world like
sarva-$ariri, sarva-niyamaka, sarvadhara have ‘open texture’ and may

refer meaningfully to both, Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman.

The fact is that Parabrahman - Paramatma is above all, including
A_ksarabrahman and this fact is well described in HVSS 63, 64 and 97. In
it Parabrahman is described as the Paramount ruler, the suzerain monarch
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and all bthers including Aksarabrahman as His officials, liegemen, retinue
and assistants. They have big houses, expensive jewellery, costly vehicles
and garments, and from their properties a person can imagine the vast
properties and profuse wealth of the paramount rulef, Similarly, form the
celestial and holy power of the cosmic selves - I§varas like infinite Virata
and Brahma, an aspirant Mumuksu can clearly understand the power of
the supreme God, S1T Purusottama Bhagwan whose effulgence is limitless
compared to that of Aksara and I§varas. This effluence is “cit-Sakti”

common to all Jiva, I§vara, Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman, but that of

- Parabrahman is the highest and Supreme. Gun‘atitﬁnanda Swarm whose -

short opinions and talks are considered to be the commentary on the
Vacanamytam states about this “cit-Sakti” of Parabrahman and Aksarabrahman
that the luminosity and luster of a single strand of a piece of hair of
Sr1 Harikrsna, Pilirnapurusottama Narayana is more than the brightness and
radiance of ever great Aksarabrahman. Thus, when there is such a vast
difference between the “cit-§akti” of even Parabrahman and Aksarabrahman
what to say about the difference of that betweén Parabrahman and I§varas,

on one hand, and of Parabrahman’s and Jivas, on the other ?

In the HVSS 36 : 34-37, it is clearly stated that Parabrahma Purusottama
Narayana is the foundation support and cause of Brahman, Prakrti, Purusa
etc. through this Antaryami Jiapti, Sakti, i.e., by his light of consciousness
such an Aksaratita Paramatma is the one and -the ohly one to be
wdrshipped by all including Aksara (who has both divine form in
Aksaradhama) and the human form as Guruhari. Upasana is to be
performed only of this Parabrahman.

‘Upasan@’ is a unique concept of Sri Swamindrayanism. Its purport
and implications are quite different from those of most of the
commentators of Prasthana-traya and even the acaryas of Bhakti Vedanta
Schools. Most of these acaryas including Sri Ramanuja understand Upasana
as ‘constant and uninterrupted remembrance of God’ sometimes as Bhakti,

Sri Swaminarayana understands this ‘key-word’ in the sense of true and
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complete knowledge of the Parabrahman, Paramatman and not only

remembrance of, or devotion to, or knowledge of, some aspects of Him.

According to him Upasana is an all-inclusive knowledge of the

Supreme.

Sakara, Sarvopari, Karta and Prakata. Upasana is the basic
philosophical framework outlining the fundamental principles of
S1i Swaminarayanism.

It shows the necessity of philosophically and theologically
understanding the nature of God as well as the mode of worship of
God. bBasically it describes how to understand God. Briefly stating, He
should be understand as divine human person above all - transcendent,
all doer and always present either himself or through His God realised
sage-saint, the Sadhu.

Following is Upasana according to Sri Swaminarayana.

It is unflinching resolute faith and conviction that God as a person
with corporeality; He is eternally personal both in this work and in his

divine residence.

He is transcendental divinity, above all, throughout time and space

and beyond them.

He is the doer, creator, governor, destroyer, saviour and redeemer of

all devotees.

He is always present on the earth in human form either by himself or
through Hid God realised saint or Guruhari who is described as Parama
Ekantika, the highest devotee with Parabrahma as the only God.

In short Upasana is the right knowledge of Paramatma. Parabrahman
as eternal, divine perfect, transcendental human personality, having infinite
number of virtues and capacity of creation etc and always present to
guide the devotees, through similarly divine Aksaradhama or Guruhari.
Thus, Upasana differs from Sri Sankara’s theory of formless - quality-less
abstract Brahman, as the highest principle.



HVSS /216

$17 Swaminarayana clearly states that to consider God as an impersonal,
formless principle is to deny God’s sovereignty that rightfully belongs to
Him. It is discarding His greatness and glory; His reality and existence. It

1s a grave sin of blasphemy or Swariipadroha.

Such an understanding is essential for Mukti rather than any other means
and after such an understanding a devotee should worship Him only and
expect only His grace through His Ekantika-Bhakti, not of any one else.

Even those devout worshippers who consider themselves to be

- Upasaka - worshipper / devotees of Aksara as Upasya ‘object of worship”

are condemned by Sri Swaminarayana, along with those yogis or bhaktas
who go into trance, see Paramdtmd and consider present human manifest
form as inferior. Therefore, 1n the Sri Swaminariyana faith there is
utmost important of the manifest human form of God either by sadhu
himself or throughout his realised saint. Which is totally different

philosophically and theologically from Sri Vaispavism of |
Sri Ramanujacarya. Therefore, it is~not advisable to give this faith the
name ‘Navya Visistadvaita’. When the ontological realities; the concept of
Aksarabrahman, the means of liberation and the nature of liberation itself
differ widely and essentially, we feel it inappropriate to give such an odd

name to the darsana of Sri Swaminarayana as ‘Navya ViSistadvaita’.

Looking ‘at the utmost importance of the concept of Aksarabrahman
both as a principle and as a person and its absolute and intimate relation
with Parabrahman we suggest that this philosophical system viz.,
S1i Swaminarayana Darsana be recognised by some such nomenclature as
Aksaradvaita or Aksarapurusotamadvaita but certainly not by such an
add-on name referred to above. From all points of views, and details, then

we should decide about the new nomenclature of the system.
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