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Preface

Sri Harivakyasudhasindhu (HVSS) is a free flowing Sanskrta

translation of the Gujarati, Vacanamrtam, the foundational philosophical
text of Bhagwan Swaminarayana (1781-1830 C.E.), who founded
Swaminarayana religion in Gujarata. This Sanskrta text, comprising of
262 chapters-Tarangas, containing 7974 slokas, mostly in the Anustubha
meter, generally remains true to the Gujarati text. It is the work of
Sri Satananda Muni, a contemporary disciple-saint of Sri Swaminarayana.
To the best of my knowledge a critical study of this Sanskrta text has not
yet been undertaken in English language or even in Gujarati. The
philosophy, as per the text, shows clearly the development of the concept

✓of Parabrahman with reference to Sn Swaminarayana. while in many 
places in the original Gujarati Vacanamrtam Sn Swaminarayana is 
described as a teacher and acarya, the HVSS directly describes him as 
God, Krsna, and even as the source of all incarnations:
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Thus in the Taranga 142 of HVSS, Sri Satananda describes Him as 
the Avatari of all the avataras and that emancipation [moksa or mukti]



will be possible only by such an understanding of His nature. He is 
not to be considered as equal to other incarnations. This is absolutely 
new development that requires research and study of HVSS vis-a-vis 
the Gujarati text. The HVSS, along with the commentary of the first 
aearya of the Vadatala diocese, is recently published in the traditional 
‘Pothi’ form by the Swaminarayana temple of Bhuja. We also have an 
old manuscript of it in the archives of AARSH at Gandhlnagara. 
(MSS No. 900, 901)

I have made use of all these in my study along with the earliest 
printed edition of HVSS 1969 published from Varanasi by Sastri 
Hariprakasadasa. He is also the editor. There is also, surprisingly, a Gujarati 
translation of HVSS which itself is the Sanskrta translation of the 
Gujarati Vaeanamrtam.

My study of HVSS and the Setumala Tika has convinced me that the 
philosophy of Sn Swaminarayana differs significantly in many ways from 
that of the Visistadvaita of Sri Ramanuja. It has different and more 
ontological realities. It has the new concept of Aksarabrahman, which is 
different from the realities of JIva, Isvara and Parabrahman. Its concepts 
of Upasana, Bhagvad Nistha and Jlvanamukta, are totally different from 
that of Sn Vaisnavism. We should therefore give an independent nomen­
clature to Swaminarayanism and should not be satisfied with the add-on 
term Navya-Visistadvaita, which has been used up to this time and 
which does not bring out the purport of the philosophy of Sri 
Swaminarayana.

I do not know how to express my gratitude to my spiritual Master 
H. H. PramukhaswamT Maharaja who inspired and insisted that I must 
undertake and complete the study of Sanskrta scripture, 
Sii Harivakyasudhasindhu at my age of sixty years. His encouragement 
along with that of Sadhu Vivekasagaradasa and Sadhu Isvaracaranadasa 
of Ahmedabada instilled in me courage and strength to start the work.



I am thankful to the authorities of AARSH Aksaradhama and the 
English Publication Department of the Ahmedabada Aksarapurasottama 
Swaminarayana Mandir that made available to me all the rare relevant 
books and manuscripts for this study.

But my most pleasant surprise was the acceptance of my request by 
Prof. Dr. Rajendra I. Nanavatl, Ex. Director Oriental Research Institute, 
Baroda to be my guide. I had the pleasure to study with him at St. 
Xavier’s College, Bombay during 1959-1961. He has remained a friend 
and well-wisher. Thus I have advantage of being his student and for this 
research job. I was greatly helped by one of the outstanding ascetic 
scholars of Sri Swaminarayanism, namely Sadhu [Dr.] Srutiprakasadasa, 
the walking encyclopedia of the Sanskrta works of the faith. He holds 
many degrees in addition to Vidya-Varidhi of Rastriya Sanskrta Sansthana. 
Without unfailing help of these two great scholars, I would not have 
completed my work.

I would also like to thank the Mahanta (head), Sadhu Anandsvrupadasa 
and the Kothari, Sadhu Visvaviharidasa of Aksaradhama.

I thank Dr. Narayana Kansara, the Director of AARSH, who went 
through the MSS patiently and suggested many vital changes.

Sadhu VivekjTvanadasa and Sadhu Amrtavijaydasa of Ahmedabada 
BAPS temple made available all required books to me and helped in 
understanding certain topics. Sri PragajibhaT Lalanl, a retired engineer and 
a fellow satsangi sat for months to read and reread each and every line of 
the work and helped me in taking notes. I am obliged to them.

My entire family - wife, Vibhuri, son Mitra and daughter BhumT have 
always given tremendous emotional support in preparation of work of this 
kind. I take this opportunity to thank them all.

I am thankful to Sri RamanabhaT Bhatt (Registrar, AARSH) Sri 
DahyabhaT Mengar (for proofreading), Sri Gauranga Pandya, Sri Sanjiva 
Pandya (AARSH), Sri Yagnesa Pandya, Sri Sanjaya Pandya (Plasma),
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Sn Radhakrishnan, Sri Urjita Bhatt (for computerisation and related works), 

Sri Dinesa Patel (librarian), Sri Dilipsinha Rathod, and Sri Vasanta Patel 
for many help. I am really obliged to them.

The study, I hope, will make way for further research in the field 
of original philosophy and theology propounded by Sri Swaminarayana 
in early 19th century, its development in late 19th century and its 

present status.
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