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CHAPTER - I?

Sources o^ Mahabfoagravotapurana

The Msbhg. has inherited s lot of useful material 
from the following Puranas, Epics and Tantra works. The 
comparative study reveals that from among the Furanas the 
^ivapurana has most deeply influenced the Mabhg. The influence

Jof Sksndspurana on Mabhg. ranks next to it. The Srlmodbhagsvataf 
the |(§like, the Devlbhageveta, the Lihga and the Vayu Pursues 
have also exercised considerable influence on the Msbhg. in 
the descending order as shown below. The two epics viz.
Vglmlki Ramsyana and Mahabhsrata have also exercised sufficient 
influence while the Tantra work Mahanirvanatantra has also 
exercised influence on this Purina. In order to have a correct 
estimate of ValmTki Ramayana’s influence on Mabfog. please refer 
to the beading Epitome of Valmlki Ramayana in Chapter VII as 
also the Gangavatarana episode in this chapter. The main story 
of the Mshabharata is briefly adhered to in Mabhg. As regards 
Lord Rrsno's inviting the PaWavas and conveying them and other .

* * * ' c f '

relatives about His intention to ascend heaven and their agreeing 
to accompany Him there all those details found in Mabhg. 58 
differ from the said account as found in Sbh.XI. 30 & 31 and 
Mb^.XVIII. The falling on the ground of the limbs of Sati’s 

corpse held by Lord Siva on His shoulder to form five main 
Maha (or ^akti) p
appears to have been elaborated in the Mabhg. 12.29°^ - 308^ 
which mentions fifty-one ^aktiplthas. Tantra matter is very 

scarce in Mabhg. which consists of reference to Hasamsbavidyas,

Ithas as found in Kalikapursna (18.39-4 3; 48-50)
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to fifty-one Ssktipfthas and to Vsmemargiya Upasana of Devi 
inclusive of Fanca^tjiakaras dsnl Sa.tc-aftms.- r. ' ~

<J - ' ^^elevens. Episodes, JlEoinllSivapiirajfa1 2; Rudrafamtlj-tS Sa-iikhanda 
- —- . . _ ' $.BjGfehina'.sI^ulb^y-jafJPeiri, a.-nd.-Kis-Request to Her to Delude Siva

T'be eulogy of the goddess by Brahma (2.2.11.2-16).

Brahma requested the goddess who had appeared before Him to

dejude Lord Siva who was practising penance and hho was without

a wife (2.2.11.20-30). Brahma requested the goddess to become

a daughter of Dakss and to obtain Lord Siva as Her husband
0O _(2.2.11.31) Lhe goddess pondered over the request of Brahma

?and doubted about the advantage of deluding Siva, h'ho was free 

from infatuation and was one without a second (2.2.11.35)* She
7considered Herself to be the maid servant of Lord Siva under 

His control (2.2.11.36). According to the goddess., Lord Siva 

was the Lord of both Brahma and Visnu and was the supernatural
& a \

power (2.2.11.38). She considered that Brahms* was deluded by 

ignorance as He considered Hudra as an ordinary god fit to be

deluded (2.2.11.39)* She found Herself on the horns of dilemma
\

in so far as on Her refusal to give the desired boon to Brahma" 

Vddanfti would be violated. She pondered over the course of

action to be followed (2.2.11.40). Then she remembered Lord
; _Siva and after having obtained His consent, informed Brahma that

1 ^.ivaoureoa, 1 Dp.Bushpendrs (( ed.^r^umer^rHag publishers,
Deihi-77i9kL. Al preferences cited are from the above 
edition of oive Mahapurana.

2 Of. Dgksastapati deve^i ksirodottaratTragah
tvamuddilya samadhoya manastva^i drdhavratah
£vp. 2.2.11.31
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His request was proper and promised Him to manage as Ke 

desired (2.2.11.45). She told Brahma that she x^ould be born 

as the daughter of Bakes called SatT and would obtain Lord Siva 

as Her husband (2.2.11.48).

nKMabhg. 21.36-44 alludes to the incident mentioned 
in Sivapurano (=S¥P.) as regards Brahma’s eulogizing and 

requesting Devi to delude Lord Siva in order that He might- 

give up penance and might accept s wife (2.2.11.2-16,20-31,35-36, 

39-40,45)• ^his shows Imitation on the part of Habhg. from
j8ivapurana,

Daksa's Penance And PevT’s Boon To him :

At the behest of Brahma, Daksa worshipped the goddess 

to attainder direct vision (2.2.12.^-5)• Compare for

similarity of ideas Mabhg. Pu.4.1-3. 8VPe 2.2.12.5-9, contain
«

the description of the penance of Daksa which lasted for three 

thousand divine years. Compare Wabhg. Pu.4.8-9* The goddess 

appeared before Dsksa (2.2.12.10) wjiose face was beautiful and 

who had four hands in which she had held a blue lotus, a sword 

and had kept one of 3Ter hands in Vgradamudra and the other in 

Abhsyamudra. Her eyes were reddish and Her hair were dishevelled. 

She had black hue and she was riding a lion (2.2.12.11-12ab).
The description of the goddess given here generally resembles 

that j^iven in f-iabhe;. (4.10-12) but it differs in certain respects 

e.g. Her eyes are reddish in SVP. while they resemble a blue 
lotus in the Mabhg.
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Her putting on 8 garland of skulls and having the directions 
for Her garment^ are joeculiar characteristics centioned in the 

Mabhg. which show deep influence of lantric upa'sana’ on the 
puranakara. LsiKsa eulogized the goddess (2.2.I2.12C<^-14) and 

requested the goddess to become his daughter and to obtain 
Lord Siva as Her husband (2.2.12.18-21). Levi granted the 
desired boon to Haksa (2.2.12.25-52). HevT foretold Dsksa that

° a

she would abandon Her body in case she would be disrespected
by Haksa (2.2.12.54).

<>

Upto this exbent i.e. BgyT's appearance and Her 
flying a boon to Baksa this incident is imitated by Wabhg 
(4.16-17) from'SVP.

In Mabhg. BevT mentions that as the daughter of Haksa 
she would be having a beautiful golden hue and warned Esksa that 
he would be deficient in his regard for Her yyhen the merit of 
his penance would be exhausted. At that time she would again 
assume e terrific form and would approach Lteksa and would go 
back to Her abode after deluding the world (4.18c^-205 * * * 9^) also 
compare (7*78c<^-85). Devi also told Dakse that she would be

tS

born as his daughter again and again in each and every Falpa
j*(2.2.12.55)* ‘Lhis information is peculiar to SVP.

5 Regarding the nakedness of Lev! refer to the.remarks of Sircar B.C. in^Ihe ^Sakts Pithas^ introduction, P.5, fn.2
which run as follows. "Aparha signified fehe deity^who is
without her leaf-cloth*i.e. naked, nakedness being one of
the striking characteristics of the Indian mother-goddess.
She must have originally been worshipped by a tribe such as the Nagna-ISabara (the naked'"’Sabaras) of the Brhatssahita, 
^ust as the Buddhist deity^, ParnalabarT was undoubtedly 
associated with the Parna-Sabaras (the leaf-clad “Ssbaras) 
of the some work." See J.K.H.R.S.,1, PP.87-88.
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The reason why SatT was mentally abandoned by Siva, 
is given in l?P.2.2.24.^1-61 and 2,2.25.1-69. While Rama 

along with Laksmana wes searching for Sits in the forest goddess 
SatT approached Him in the form of Sits to test His supernatural 
power as an incarnation of Visnu. Lord Rama recognized Her
«*— ft Q

as Sat! and expressed His joy at His good fortune indicated
by-Her vision cap3ble to make him regain STta (2.2.25*56~38).

$This information is peculiar to SVP.

As stated in Mabhg. the progenitor Daks© was very
■'-r— C

much displeased on SatT's relecticg Lord Siva as Her husband 
at Her Svayamvara (4,52). Thereafter he always remained 
displeased with SatT and Siva (4,59)* ©ad always censured Lord
S> 9Siva (7*18). Lord Sambhu also did not consider him as worthy
of respect,. Thus this was the main reason of their mutual

3dislike (7*19). Thus SatT's selecting Siva as Her husband in
J5>Svayamvara was the cause of Lakes's displeasure for Siva and 

SatT. This is a sound improvement in the account which explains 
the reason of D&ksa's displeasure for Satf. This is exclusive 
to the Mabhg.

Daksa did not invite Lord Siv<2 to his sacrifice 
because he wanted to avert a likely attack of Hydra and Pis 
host on his city (7-22cd-23) as reported by Harada. The reason 

is cogent. The reason commonly shared by Mabhg. with other
3Puranas v/ss to deprive Siva of His legitimate share in the 

sacrifice (7*40-42sb).

{
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j>■Dsksa's Curse Tp Lord Siva :-

The account of s sacrifice arranged at Hrayags by 
Sages and high souled persons as found in 2.2.26.1-18 runs 
parallel to that given in SrTmsd-Bhagavata (=Sbh.) (IV.2.1-26) 
and Skandspurana (=SEP.) (1.1.1.21-30, 32-33, 35-3Sab,
38c^-42ab, 44). Instead of Bhr^u's cursing the persons initiated 

in Siva-Diksa as found inlBbh. (IV.2.28-32) , it is mentioned
3in SVP; that 3hrgu etc. censured ^udra on hearing Bakes*s curse

to Him (2.2.26.19)* Then Nandi who was enraged by Daksa's
£cursing Siva, censured Hsksa (2.2.26.20-24). The curse given 

by Bhrgu as mentioned in Sbh. (IV.2.28-32), is the same as that
v

given by Dgksa to those persons (2.2.26.26-27)* Thereafter
JtnandT cursed the -orshmins who censured Siva as well 3S Haksa 

(2.2.26*30-39)* Lord SaJssiva persuaded Nandi to introspect
3and to think over the real nature of lord Siva and to give up 

anger (2.2.26.43-^9)* On hearing the words of Lord Siva,
Nandi became quiet and Lord Siva left the place along with His 
retinue (2.2.26.50-51)* Thereafter 3>aKsa also went to his 
place accompanied by Brahmins (2.2.26.52). This episode is 
absent in I'iabfag.

Ddksa's Performing Sacrifice Without Inviting Lord Siva

The account of Haksa’s performing the sacrifice
s>without inviting Siva end satT, and sage DedhTci’s persuading

JShim and insisting upon him to invite Lord Siva 3s a sacrifice
A abwithout Lord Siva would never be fruitful (7.52-63 ) and os
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J*’there was no difference at all between Lord Siva and Lord 
Kariyana wherever and whenever (7*63c<^-648b; 65ab) ss found 
in Mabhg. (7»31C^-758b) appears to be an imitation from that 
found in SKP, (1.1.2.14-20) and "SVP. (2.2.27.1-56) ss well as 
(7*1.19*10-21). The incident of ©adbicl's actually persuading 
©aksa in vain to invite Lord Siva to his sacrifice is described

S’

in (SKP. 1.1.2,14-20) in 7 stanzas, while it is described in 
( SVP. 2.2.27*2:6-35) in 10 stanzas, whereas the same is 
described in the Mabhg. (7-51C^-758^) in 23 stanzas. 1‘hus 

there is further expansion of the stanzas in Mabhg. over and 
above that of SVP. On his failure to persuade ©aksa, ©adhTci 
prophesied that Lord Siva would destroy ©aksa1s sacrifice and 
left the sacrificial ground along with other sages (7*65cci~75sb) *

—' 3SatT who was staying on Gsndhamadana along with Siva,
came to know from Her friend Virfaya that the coon was going to
participate in the sacrifice of ©eksa along with ©ohinx(SVP.
1^.2.28.1-8) . Compare SKP. 1.1.2.36cd-41ab. In Mabhg. sage

Parade visits Lord Kara and SatT and informs them about ©akss's
performing the sacrifice without inviting them (7.86-90) and
advised them to go there (7*92-93). She was astonished to find
that she Herself, who was very dear to Her parents was not

J)invited by them. So she went to Lord Siva and informed Him that 
Her father was performing a secrifice end asked Hijn the reason 
why He did not like to go there (SVP.2.2.28.9-14 and 18-20).
She insisted upon Their going there (2.2.28.21-22). Lord Siva 
informed SatT about His insult inflicted by ©aksa and stressed

a

that one should not go to another’s house uninvited. He also
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pointed out that the arrows discharged by the enemies do not 
create as much pain as the taunting of one's own relatives.
Thus Siva tried to dissuade Her from going to Peksa's sacrifice

y(2.2.28.24-30). In i%bhg« Lord Siva tried to dissuade SgtT 
from Her intention to visit Daksa's sacrifice advancing: the 
same points and explaining them in details (8.4-20). -3ut SstT 
insisted upon Her going to Her father's sacrifice as she wanted

jto know why Her father had not invited Lord Siva and sought 
3Siva's persmission to go there (2.2.28.31-34). Compare Mabhg. 
8.24°c3-30; ^3. 38-42. Thereupon Lord Siva permitted Her to co 

along with His attendants to the sacrifice of Daksa.

3 — _Vision of Basamahavidyas to Siva As Stated in Habhg.

According to. Mobbg. SatT was enraged by the remark
j>of Lord Siva that one performs a bad deed oneself and Recuses

sanother and showed Him Her dreadful form. At that Siva tried 
to run away but was surrounded by the ten forms of the goddess 
called TStesamahavidyas and was prevented from running away 
(8.43,45-72).

Thereafter she started for Laksa-'s sacrifice riding a 
bull along with Siva's attendants (SVP.2.2.28.56-43)♦ Sat"! 
got down from Her vehicle and entered /the pavilion alone, Who 
was welcomed by Her mother and sisters, but not by Her father 
as well as by anybody else (2.2.29*1-5). Conpare Sbh.TV.4.7 
and Mabbg. 9-l-8a^; 41-^53^ for similarity of ideas.
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SatT bowed down to Her parents and saw the shares 
of all other gods except that of Lord Hara. She was enraged 
at that and censored Her father for not inviting diva. According 

to H©r it was Siva's insult. She scolded Visnu, Brahma, Indra
•* c

and other gods for participating in that sacrifice without caring 
for Siva's share (2.2.29.9-26). Daks© replied Her that Her

-9

husband Lord Rudra was inauspicious and not belonging to a 
noble family and was not authorised to study Vedas and was the 
king of evil spirits and hence He was not invited to the 
sacrifice. Ke asked Her to accept the gifts kept ready for Her 
(2.2.29«30-3^)* Por similarity of ideas compare Mabhg. 9.49-520k 
69~70®k. However Satl's creation of ChayasatT and ordering Her 

to destroy the sacrifice is peculiar to Mabhg.9.55-56. SstT was 
not satisfied with this and decided to give up Her body 
foretelling that the gods would be punished by Lord diva before 
long (2.2.29.38-63).

Sett's Abandoning Per Body By Resorting To•Ypgemarga

The descriotion of Satl's resorting to yogamarga and 
creating the fire by mystic trance and burning Her body tc ashes, 
while meditating upon the feet of Lord Siva as mentioned in 
dvP.2.2.30.1-8 is exactly the same as found in dbh.IV«4.24~27«

Stanzas 9-19 of 2.2.30 describe the tumult following 
SetT's abandoning Her body. This is also practically the same 
as found in Sbh. IV.4.29-30. Twenty thousand attendants of diva 

committed suicide by the weapons in their hands (2.2.30.20-21).
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7This is a detail peculiar to SVP. The remaining’ attendants of 
Siva attacked Daksa and his supporters, but Bhrgu offered an 
oblation into Baksinagni by yagus mantras and created the gods

o -

called Rbhus, who defeated and drove sway the attendants of S-?va 

(2.2.30.22-27) • Gan ah attacking -haksa and Bhr^u1s creatine 
Rubhus appear in Sbh.IV,4.31-34*
d

A voice from the air scolded Daksa for disrespecting
*9

Ssti and described the splendour of SatiT (2.2.31*1-13)* It' 

also stressed the greatness of lord Siva (2.2.31*14-18, and 

21-29). It also predicted the destruction of Daksa1 s sacrifice^ 
as a result of disrespecting Sat! (2.2.31*19-20). The voice 

added that Daksa1s head would be burnt and his allies would 
also meet the same fate (2.2.31*30-31)* It also advised Lord 

Visnu, Brahma etc. to leave the sacrificial pavilion (2.2.31* 
32-37).

)The attendants of Siva who were defeated by the
)incantations of Bhrgu rushed towards the place where S-Jve was'

and informed Eim about what had happened (2.2.32.1-14). On
hearing them feivs remembered Karada who appeared before Him and

on being asked, told Him everything that had happened there
(2.2.32.15-18). On hearing his words, Lord Siva plucked out

a portion of the matted hair and dashed it on the mountain from
which Vlrabhadra came out. From the sighs of Lord Rudra ©

hundred fevers were created and thirteen types of sannipatas
also (2.2.32.19-24). In Sbh.IV.5.2-3 Vfrabhadrotpstti is found

)which has influenced this account found in SVP^-Vabhg.10.10-12
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describe YTrsbhadra's origin from the third eye of Siva. From 
the other part of the matted hair of Siva goddess Wahakali 
came out surrounded by crores of goblins (2.2.32.25).

iThis detail is peculiar to SVP and SKP. On 
)VTrabbadre's requesting Siva (2.2.32.27-44), He ordered him 

to destroy Daksa's sacrifice along with the gods, gandharvas, 
yaksas etc. (2.2.32.45-59). Compare Sbh.IY.5.4 and Mabhg. 
10.18-21 for similarity of ideas.

The Episode of Dgksaya.insvidhvamsa

The fight between Lord Visnu 8nd Virabhadra and 
between the leaders|on both the sides is described in 2.2.37*
1-32, in which Visnu became unconscious. After coming to 
consciousness He tried to hurl the discus towards Virabhadra 
but Virabhadra paralyzed His hand (2.2.37.33-35). At last 
when Visnu found that it was not possible to conquer Virabhadra 
He thought to disappear from the sight of the enemy along with 
Brahma and rhe goddess of speech (2.2.37-41)* Thereafter 
Virabhadra killed certain gods, destroyed the sacrifice, and 
punished Daksa and his supporters like Bhaga, Pusa*, Bhrgu etc. 
Virbhadra separated the head of Daksa by twisting and threw it 
into sacrificial altar (2.2.37*^2-68). '

Bijshras was very much pained on account of the death 
of His son ana in order to enliven Dskss and to get the sacrifice 
completed Brahma along with all the gods went to Visnu and 
requested Ilia, to do something in the matter (2.2.40.1-10).
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Thereupon Visnu advised them to propitiate Lord £>iva,
>

and expressed His willingness to accompany them to Siva's
abode (2.2.^0.11-20). All of them approached mountain Esiliss
in the proximity of which there was the city Alko and the
forest called Saugandhika (2.2.40.21-35)• These details ere
found for the first time in ^bh.IV.6.9-23. In proximity of the

forest there was a big banyan tree under which Lord Siva was
Iseated (2*2.40.34-43). Compare Sbh.IV.6.31-59 In Sbh. Lord

Brahma1, eulogizes Lord Siva and advocates the case of Dsksa,
I *

in IV.6.42-53* while in SVP 2.2.41.1-47* Lord Visnu alongwith
all other gods eulogizes Lord Siva. They jointly requested
iiva to enliven Daksa, to complete the sacrifice and to restore

the limbs of certain gods and sages etc. (2.2.41.48-50).
Compare £>bh.IV.6.51-52. They also said that in the remaining
part of the sacrifice the share of Budra will be complete
(2.2.41.51). Compare ^bh.IV.6.53* Thus eulogized lord Siva

v?as oleesed and ordered that Daksa would have the head of a
9

goat, and that god Bhaga might see his share in the sacrifice 
through the eyes of god Mitra, and pusa might eat by the teeth 
of the sacrificer and other gods might have their borken limbs 
of bodies joined. As also Bhrgu might have the beared of a 
goat (2.2.42.1-9)• Compare Sbh.IV.7.3-5» Then all the gods 
accompanied by £>iva went to the sacrificial ground of Daksa in 
Kanekhals, and saw the sacrifice destroyed by Vftabhadra 
(2.2.42.12-18). Compare Sbh.IV.7.7? SKP.l.15.23. Lord Siva 
ordered Virabhadra to bring Daksa*s body whereupon he brought 
it headless (2.2.42.19-21). On being asked, about the head of 
Daksa by ^iva, Virabhadra informed Him that he had thrown it
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in to the sacrificial fire (2.2.4-2.22-23). Compare SKP.l.1.5.
27-33 diva's -placing the head of a goat on the body of Daksa

>and Daksa's getting up and eulogizing lord Siva (2.2.42.26-4-1),
$

th8t episode is similar to a large extent to the same described 
in ^bh.IV.7.8-12 and 13-15. Also cf.SKP.l.1.5.34-35*

Thereafter visnu eulogized Lord £&.va, and apologized 

to Him for fighting with VTrabhsdra and requested £>iva to
pardon His devotee Daksa for censuring Him as He was their

_ ;father (2.2.42.43-48). Then Brahma also eulogized Siva, 
emphasizing that He had favoured His son and requested Him to 
deliver the sacrifice setting aside His insult (2.2.42.49-51). 
Thereafter the other gods, the protectors of the worlds, the 
progenitors, the accomplished sages, the semigods, the Brahmins 
etc. eulogized Lord ^iva (2.2.42.53-55). Compare for similar 

eulogies by gods end sages etc. slh.IV.7.27-54.

Lord Siva, who was thus eulogized by Visnu and Brahms
0 r

and others became pleased and told Bgksa that He was always 
dependent on His devotees, even though He was independent and 
the Lord of all (2.2.43.1-3). ^iva added that His devotees 

could be classified into four types viz. Arts, Jijtfasu, Artbarthi 
and JrQmi. Out of whom Jnanf was most beloved to Him (2.2.43. 
4-6). This is reminiscent of the four classes of devotees 
referred to in SrTmsd-bhagevadgitS 7*16-17*
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Siva added that it was not possible to attain his 
by Vedas, by Yajnas, by alms-giving, or by austerities. By 
mere performance of rites b8ksa tried to cross the trsnsmigrstory 
existence. Hence his sacrifice was destroyed (2.2.43.7-9)•

Siva advised Daksa to consider Him as the highest Lord and to
i

perform the rites with his intellect merged into knowledge 
(2.2.43.10). Siva further told Dgksa that He had assumed the 

three forms of the three great gods for tho creation, 
maintenance and destruction of the world and that there was no 
difference among them. Just as a man does not consider his 

limbs as belonging to others in the same way a solely devoted 
devotee of the Lord considers Him as the soul of all (2.2.43. 

11-16) J% Bhagavata IV.7.50-5^ the same ideas are conveyed by 
Lord Hari to Baksa. Thus spiril of synthesis becomes evident 

in both these furanas. He who sees difference in the three 

great gods goes to hell forever. He continued that without
devotion of Brahma Vlsnu’s devotion cannot be obtained and

**

without, the devotion of Visnu devotion to Lord Siva cannot be
* <s

obtained (2.2.43.17-19). This statement appears to be an
elaboration in eWp. A.t the behest of £>iva, Bsksa completed the

sacrifice giving the respective shares of the gods and giving
the complete share to Lord Siva (2.2.43.25-26). Compare Kabhg.

10.85. Thus Sat! the daughter of Daksa, abandoned Her body and
was born from Mens, the wife of Himavat (2.2.43.39). She again

)practised penance and chose Lord Siva as Her husband and that
i
Siva after having become whitish occupied the left half of Lord 
Siva and performed wonderful feats (2.2.43.40).
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The episode of Daks3-yatina-¥idhvamss is narrated
“* r*

again in Sivajfurana, VsyavTya-Samhita 7,1. Adhyayas 13-23.

Once Daksa the son of svayarnbhu went along with tho 
gods and sages to see Lord Hera and SatT (7.1.18.3-7). Daksa 
did not know the splendour of both of them and considered SatT 
as his daughter only (7.1.18.9). Inspired by destiny Daksa 
did not invite Lord Bhava and SatT to his sacrifice (7.1.18.10).
On hearing from Narada about Daksa's performing the sacrifice,
SatT informed Siva and started towards Her father's residence 
(?.1.18.12). Brora stanzas 13-36, there is the detailed auspicious 
description of Safi's proceeding in an aerial car. On Her 
entering the house of Daksa, Daksa neglected Her even though 
she was the eldest -and honoured Her younger sisters with their 
husbands (7*1.18.37-38). When asked by SatT Daksa told Her 
that his other daughters eventhough younger, were better than 
Ber and their husbands also were dearer to him as they were

3 *more virtuous than Sankara w'ho was short-tempered (7.1.18.40-44).
Thereupon SatT cursed Daksa that his family would be ruined
end abandoned Her body and went to mountain Himavat (7.1.18.43-50),

On hearing that Lord Siva cursed Daksa that in the 
Vaivasvata manvantara Daksa would be born as the errand son oft? 0?

PracTnsbar”1 his and the son of pracetss and his son-inlaws also
© i—

3would be born and that Siva Himself would create hindrance in 
his rite (7*1.18.54-58). On hearing the self-immolation of 
Sati in the sacrifice of Daksa, Lord Siva cursed Daksa to be
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born as the grand-son of Pracxhabar his, which curse is an
v 9

$ —.addition in the 8VP„ Vgyeviya Sgmhita part-I Adh.18.54-58*
This curse is not referred to anywhere in SatT lhands of SVP.
It is taken in ISVP. VayavTyasamhita from Vgy^purans 'Pl^rv^rdha 
Adhysya JO. Daksa cursed thus, by Rudra, gave up his body 
produced from Sv^yarabhu and fell on the earth and was born as 
the son of Pracetas (7•1*18.59-60).

According to Vayavxya Sgmhita 7, Part-I, Adhysya 19,
_ 3Stanzas 2-3, the goddess Devx Parvatx got married to Siva and 

enjoied married life on the peak of Himavat. When Deksa began 
to perform Atsvsmedhayajna at Gangadvara, he invited all the 
gods except Siva (7*1*19*4-9)• The performance of Asvamedha 
by Daksa is a peculiarity of this Samhita. Dadbica advised 
Daksa to invite Siva, but Daksa disagreed and Eadhxca went sv;ay 
(7*1*19*10-21). Dadhlca's advising Pskse to invite and honour

3Lord Siva by offering Him a share in the sacrifice was disregarded 
by Daksa and consequently DadhTca left the sacrificial ground is 
found in SVP. 7*1*19*10-21 also. This episode of BadhTca’s

{•*/3 Q 1")persuading Daksa is taken in Mobhg. 7*52 - 74 perhaps from
Vayavxyssamhiti' also.

At this juncture, after having known all this from 
the Lord, the goddess (Parvatx) inspired Him, to destroy Daksa’s 
sacrifice (7*1*19*23), whereupon He created Vfrabhadra (7»1*19» 
2^). This is a peculiar statement found in VayavTya SamhitF 

of SVP. Adh. 19.23-24.
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On VTrabhadra's entering the sacrificial ground,

Baksa asked him, who was he ? And what did he desire ? 
(7.1.20.13), Thereupon VTrsbhsdra told him that he wee Siva’s 
attendant and all of them had come there to receive their 
share. He also added that if he had not kept their share, he 

should give him the reason for that or should fight with him 
(7.1.20.16,17).

As stated in 7.1.22.1-6, Brahms’ brought a chariot
S)near Virabhadra in keeping with the command of Lord Siva 

Virabhadra mounted it and fought with Visnu and other gods 
(7.1.22.7-64).

The followers of VTrabhadra shackled the gods 
(7* 1.23.1-3) • On Brahma's persuading Virabhadra became calm 

(7.1.23.4-6). The gods eulogized VTrabhadra (7*1.23.7-11). 

Thereupon VTrabhadra freed them from the shackles and brought 

them before Lord Siv§ (7.1.23.12). Lord Siva who was seen in 

the atmospheric region saw the gods who were afraid and 
smilingly looking at RarvatT, told them that it was in order to 

favour them that He had punished them and that He had forgiven 
their misdeed (7.1.23.15-17).

Thereafter the gods eulogized Lord Siva (7*1.23.20-26) 
followed by Visnu (7.1.23.27-30) and Brahma (7.1.23.31-33). On

00

_ 3the completion of the eulogy of Brahma, Lord Siva smiled at the 

goddess and restored the limbs of the gods and goddesses which 
were damaged (7*1.23.34-36).
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Lord Brahma attacked the head of an old goat to the 
body of Dskss, as a result of which, Bsksa came to consiousness
and eulogized Lord Siva with folded hands (7-1.23.37-38). On
hearing1 the eulogy of Siva by Bskss Lord Siva asked him not
to be afraid of and gave him 
(7.1.23.^2-43). Relevant Epi 
sanhita Parvatikhanda.

SatT Reborn As ParvatT :-

In accordance with

the leadership of the hosts 
sodes From Siva Furana, Rudra-

the statement made in SVP.
2.3*1.6-10, SatT had remembered Menaka to become her daughter 

abandoning Her bodyat the time of/due to Her insult at the sacrifice of 3>aksa.
On account of this sort of determination, she was born as
Menaks’s daughter called ParvatT who practised penance end 

■>attained Lord Siva as Her husband.

On being eulogized by the gods the goddess, appeared 
before them and smilingly told them that she was pleased with 
them, and that deluding Daksa etc. was done by Her, and that

v

she had decided to be born as the daughter of Himavan and Mena 
as they, especially Mena, worshipped the goddess with affection 
for SatT as daughter SVP. 2.3.4.1.21-27.

On seeing the carrying condition of Mena, who bore 
the goddess in her ^omb Himavan was pleased, and the gods

jfeulogized the goddess in the womb. SVP. 2.3*6.16-23*
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On completion of nine months, when the tenth month 
was running, the goddess was 
(Caitra), inspring season at

born, in the month of wadhu 
mid night. SVP. 2.3.6.33-33.

Harada's Visiting Himalaya and Predicting about the
Fortune of Parvati :>

The incident of Parade's visiting the house of
Himalaya and foretelling the 
is described in SVP 2.3.8.1-

good future of the goddess Parvetx 
, 4

On hearing Narada's words, goddess Parvati understood 
Lord l3iva, as Her would be husband. SVP, 2.3.8.13-14.

ilgrads further emphasized that Lord Siva would not 
accept anyone else as His wife except Parv&tT, who would be 
taking away forcibly the half of Lord Hera's body. SVP. 2.5.8.

I o
i-e26-30. The same ides is expressed briefly^Mabhg. 20.19-20.

On hearing from Narada, about the characteristics 
of the would be husband of bhe daughter of Himalaya, Himalaya 
and Mena were dejected. Thereupon Narad a consoled Himalaya, 
and divulged that Lord Bambini was J’arvatT's would be husband,

4 Cf; Sulaksanahi sarvahi tvatsuta^ah kare gire
_  0 * °_j / ” J>eka vilaksana rekha tsjtphalam srnu tattvatah SVP.2.3.8-10.

yogT nsgnoguno'karaf matrtatsvivarjitah
aiaaho’ sivsvesasca patirasyah kiledrssh SVP,2.3-8.11.
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end advised Himalaya to hand 

wife, who was able to remove

Her over to lord Siva, as Hi© 

the decrees of fate even (2.3.8.

17-23)* He further told Himalaya, that the love of Samfchu 

and PfrvatT would be unique and chat both of them would 

accomplish many works of gods. Hot only that his daughter

would forcibly carry away hel f of the body of rord Mara by the
cdpower of Her penance (2.3•8.25-30) * JVJabhe:. 20.15°' - 24 hove

irritated 3nd expanded the ideas expressed here in 3 V

On i/srede’s insisting upon Himalaya’s giving sway 

bis daughter to lord Siva, Himalaya expressed fiis doubt ©s to 

bouj and why Lord Sivs engaged in incessant contemplation would 

give up Hig mystic trance (2.3*8.35-39) Hsbhg. contains similar 

ideas in 20.25-28 . Moreover he expressed another doubt also
j

that Lord Siva had formerly given & promise to goddess Sat I"

that He would not accept anyb 

Himalaya rightly doubted Lord 

after SatT’s death inspite ol 

In order to remove Himalaya’s 

Himalaya the real identity of

ody except Her as His wife, 
aSiva’s accepting another wife 

His promise to SotT (2*3*8.51-43) • 

doubts Karads disclosed to 

his daughter ui’ho was SatT the

daughter of Hokss in Her former birth (2.3*8.55-47). Harr-

foretold that JBafvatT would b 

(2.3*8*48).

Mena requested Hims

for their daughter, but hinil

e the wife of Lord Hers doubtlessly

van to search out s worthy husband 

ays persuaded her that the words 

of the sage bored© were to eqme out to be true, and hence he 

advised Mena to instruct PaWstT to practise penance to obtsit
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Lord £>iva (2.3*9*8-12) * On seeing the delicate figure of 
ParvatT, Mena" could not ask Her to practise penance. But 
Parvatr knew her intention and described to her the dream 
dreamt by Parvatf" Herself, the previous night, in the Ajamuhurta 
(2*3*9*14-1?) in which a Brahmin ascetic preached Her to practise

I

>jiva (2.3.9.18). Menaka" describedpenance to propl>itiate Lord £>
the whole dream dreamt by Parvatr to Himalaya, who also described
a dream dreamt by him at the 
Thereafter Himalaya and Men§",

close of night (2.3*9*18-26). 
decided to wait and observe the

fruit of those dreams (2.3*9.28).

Penance of Parvati s-

After lapse of some days Lord Siva tormented by
separation from S©tT came over these accompanied by some followers
to practise penance (2.3*9.29-30). Goddess Parvatr also

yoractised penance engaged in serving Lord Sivs along with Her
two friends (2.3*9*31)* Lord
arrows of cupid, sent by the gods, did not get excited (2.3.9*32).
But He burnt to ashes cupid w 
(2.3.9*33Sb)« Thereafter aft 

having destroyed the arroganc 
propitiated by Her by penance

Sambhu even though pierced by the

ith the fire from His third eye 
er the passage of sometime after 
3 of Girina", and after being
, Lord Mahesvara was pleased and 

accepted Ber as His wife in keeping with the worldly rites on 
request of Lord Visnu (2.3*9*34— 35)*

After the debate be ween Lord Siva and Parvatx in
eeping with the implied sense of Vedanta and Sainkhya respectively,
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Lord Sivs allowed Girija to serve Him and burnt to ashes 
cupid who tried to generate excitement in Lord iiva (2.3*13)

Jakra s inviting curia and ordering him to arouse 
passion in Lord ^iva in order that a son may be born to Lord 
^iva Who was deemed capable to slay demon Taraka and cupid's 

approaching Lord Siva is described in 2.3*17*

In the next i.e. the 19th Adhyaya, cupid's efforts to 
arouse passion in Lord ^iva, pertaining to ParvatT is described. 

The enraged Lord Kara burnt to ashes cupid by the fire from 
His third eye.

t ^The incidents of practising penance by Siva and Fervati 
and diva's burning eupid as found in S?P« Parvatfkhsnda as well

o *

as SKP.- 1.1,21.1-34 and 35-8? are also found in Mabhg. 2.1.2-6; 
14-35 and 22.1-7; 38-43; 87-111. The comparison of them reveals 
that Mabhg. is indebted to 4vP. more than to SKP.

>

As a result of a request of the gods, Lord Siva 
foretold that cupid would be born again (2.3*19).

After the disappearance of Lord Siva, after burning
cupid, Goddess HaimavatT experienced the pangs of separation

lfrom Lord Siva, Whom Narada taught the sacred formula consisting 
of five syllables (2.3*21). Goddess ParvstT again practised 
penance difficult to be practised even by sages in order to obtain 
Lord ^ivs as Her husband (2*3*22). Mabhg. briefly notices this

f'riincident in 24.2-3.
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She- gods afraid by the occasion of the impending 
burning of the three worlds by the fire generated from the 
penance of ParvatT i<;ent to Brahmaloka, and from there proceeded 
along with Visnu to the place of penance of Parvati and there- 
after approached Lord £^iva (2.3* Adh.23)*

Lord Visnu narrated the miseries of the gods,
o a

inflicted by Tarakasura by way of a reply to the inquiry of 
Lord *3iva and recommended that Lord Siva should accept Parvatl 
as Bis wife, in order to procreste a son who would be the 
slayer of Tarakasura, in keeping with the boon of Brahma (2.3. 
24.49-52). Visnu further added that ParvatT was practising 
sej^gtse penance, and the three worlds were pervaded by Her 
lustre. Visnu further requested ^iva to give a boon to Her

4 *

and also to keep Kis boon given to Rati (2.3*24.53-56). Lord 
^iva replied to the gods that marriage was a sort of strong 

captivity. Hence a person bound by the fetters in the form
tof a woman is never freed. Lord Siva considered that the sense 

objects are the causes of strong captivity, and they keep sway 
salvation from a person tfhose mind is pervaded by sense ob-jects 
(2.3*24.59-63)* Lord ^iva added that inspire of all that He 

would comply with their request, as He was dependent on His 
duties (2.3*24.65-6?).

In order to mislead pirvatx Lord Sankara sent the 

seven sages who approached Her and told Her that she should not 
believe in the words of Harads, because putting faith in him 
would bring calamity (2.3*25*1-44). The seven sages pointed out
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the drawbacks of Siva and insisted on Parvatl’s rejecting Lord 
?Siva as Her would be husband and on accepting Lord Visnu as

it- t'

such (2*5*25*45-54) * Lhe goddess Parvatl explained feo thorn the 
real nature of Lord 4iva and her unflinchine faith in the t^ords 

of ssge Worses (2.5*25*56-69)• In order to test the deteroino-
7tion of PorvatT, Lord Siva approached her in the form of a 

Brahmscarin with matted heir, and tried to dissuade Her from 
desiring Lord Siva as Her husband (2.5*26*5-445 27.1-59)*

She Brshmscsrr tried to dissuade Parvatl to give up
Her desire to have Lord Sivs as Her husband, pointing out Bis
incompetence as a husband {2*5*27*12-58)* Larva tT described
bofore the SrahmacarT, the extra ordinary splendour of Lord
Siva (2*5*28.6-23)* After FervatT’s trying to leave that place,

>in order to get rid of the BrcbmaearT who was slandering Siva,
He appeared before* Her in a handsome fora end asked Her to 
choose a boon (2.5*28.4Q-& 5)• thereupon Llrvaft requested Him 
to be Her husband (2*5*29*7)* tliva thereafter explained to 

Parvati His imperishable, eternal, independent ©ttributeless 
form which shines by its own lustre. He further added that even 
though by nature He was independent still He was made dependent 
by Her. Compare Mabhg.24.A-ll. He further told Her that she 
was Mshsraays i.e. nature activating everything* Ibis whole world 
is produced by the super natural power and is supported by the 
highest intellect of the supreme being (2.3*29*19~21sb)• Siva 

further continued that the irtiole creation was brought into 
existence by them in keeping: with the attributes and activities, 
The creation was for the benefit of the devotees on account of
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their compossion for them. Siva emphatically stated that
Parvati was the subtle nature constituted of the three attributes
vis. Sattva, Rajas, and lamas and was adept in activity and
was attributeless as well as with attributes. (2.3»29*23~24).
£>iva made it clear that He was the soul of all the creatures
in the universe that was without modification and without desire
and that He had assumed a form in accordance with the desire

>of His devotee. lord Siva refused to go to Himalaya in order 
to beg the hand of ParvatT because begging leads to inferiority 
(2.3-29*26-27) • After Parvati*s insisting upon Him for the same 
He agreed to do so (2.3*29.38). In order to console Himalaya 
and Mena, who were dejected in the matter of giving away their 
daughter to Lord ^iva in marriage. Vosistha and Arundhstr 

explained to them uhe splendour of Lord Siva. (2.3. 33). After
Lord Visnu’s persuasion Mena became ready fox* the marriage of 
pervatT with £>iva, on condition that £3ive should be having a 
handsome form (2.3»44.8?-10l) . At. the instance of Narada Mena 
was very much pleased to see Lord Siva's handsome form extremely 
white and decorated with crescent moon and shining brightly like 
a crore of suns (2.3»;+5-9-10). diva's form had the hue of 

beautiful camps Ira flower and had s garland of M'slstr flowers in 
His neck, ^iva appeared very young and attractive and His face 

eoualled the beauty of a crore of moons. His form suroassed the
handsomeness of a crore of cupids. He had three eyes and He 
attracted the minds of beautiful women (2.3.46.5-10).
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Parvsti’s Marriage And Cupid’s Hegeining Body

In accordance with the ceremonial Practice Himalaya
asked Lord £>iva to tell him about His Gotra (lineage from a
sage), Bravara and Kills (family) as well as His name and His
Veda and its branch (2.3*48.6-7)« Thereupon lord 4iva became

silent and sage Ksrada laughed at that and played upon his lute
inspired by Lord 4ivs (2.3.48.8-10). Karado did not stop

playing upon his lute (Vina) eventhough nrobibited by Visnu,
Brahma and other gods and sages when Himalaya also asked him
to stop playing udoh Vina sage Harada told Himavan that his

6

asking Lord Siva about His Gotra, was a great .joke (2.3»48.11-13) • 
Thereafter Harada explained to Himalaya that Lord 4ivo was the 

highest Brahman attributeless end beyond nature, formless, 
without modification, the Lord of Mays’ and the highest of all.
He is without Gotra, Lula, and name and is independent and 
compassionate towards His devotees and has assumed attributes 
and handsome form and many names by His own free will. He is 
having a good Gotr© and is also without Gotra. Similarly He is 
without Kuls and also is having a good family. The whole 
moveable as well as immoveable world is deluded by Him Who snorts 
willfully, Harada emphatically stated that the MeyiT of Lord 
4iva is behond understanding (2.3.48.18-23) end insisted upon 
Himalaya to hand over Larvati to Lord 4iva in marriage (2.3. 

43.24). 'Sage Eareda further explained to Himalaya that Lord 
Mahers with attributes had I'lsds alone as His Gotra and Fula and 
that there is non-difference between Siva and Hada (2.3.48.27-28). 
Compare SlfP. 1.1.25*70-76 for parallelism, Hati approached Lord
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Siva after His merrisge with Parvatl, considering that to be
the proper time for enlivening cupid. Eati eulogized the good
fortune of Lord Siva resulting from His attaining Parvati and
{questioned Him for burning cupid without any purpose (2.3*51.1-2).

)Eati drew the attention of Siva to the fact that all were happy
in His marriage ceremony except her who was suffering the pangs

!
of separation from her husband and insisted upon Lord Siva to
unite her with her husband in accordance with His promise
(2.3*51*^-9)* -be other goddesses viz. Sarasvsti etc. also went
along ttfith Eati and reouested Lord Siva to enliven cupid (2.3*51*

. On hearing their words, Lord Siva compassionately looked
at the ashes of cupid, brought by Rati, from which cupid came
out possessing handsome form and having the characteristic

f S-marks and attire and saluted Lord Siva and eulogized him along 
with Rati (2.3*51• 13-15). On hearing the eulogy by cupid along 
with his wife, Lord ^iva was pleased and asked him to choose a

iboon. Cupid thereupon requested Lord Siva to forgive him for 
his offence, and to give him His devotion and also highest love 
for his relatives (2.3*51*17-21). Lord skva granted him the 

boon as requested by cupid and ordered him to approach Lord 
Visnu and to remain at the entrance (2.3*51*22,23)*

At the time of ParvstT's leaving the house of Her 
parents a brahmin woman teaches the duties of a Pativrata' woman 
to EarvatT in accordance with the intention of Mena (2.3.5^* 
7-83) *
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The account of Rati’s regaining cupid as found in
the Mebhg. (26.9-16; 27.1-18ab) is practically similar to that

found in Sivapurana Vayavlyasamhita with the only difference

that on Hirada's suggestion Rati approached Indra ^ho had gone
?

in proximity of Lord Siva along with all the gods before 

starting for the city of Himalaya and Who along with Lord Brahms 

requested Lord Ssiva to enliven Kama and to unite I?8ti x»/ith him 

on that occasion in order to" fulfil the promise of the gods 

given to Rati when Kama was burnt.

Relevant Episodes Prom Skandapurana^ Mahesvarakhanda
~rTn T U " " T ~n~' " " r_ "T........ *1-T1'n' "wwn-ni" lurr ir irr ' ' ' j r

Kedarekhanda :-
a *)

* \J* c

The episode of Dekss-yajme-vidhvsmsa appears in 

skanda /isephapurana in Wahesvarakhanda in Kedarakhandas i.e. 

l.l.Adhayas 1-5 (upto Stanza 48).

Once upon a time in the best place of pilgrimage 

called Faimisaranya, the best of sages Saunaka etc. undertook
« i

a long sacrificial session (l.1.1.2-5)* They desired to know 

from Loraeya, Vyasa’s pupil, the splendour of the great god 

Sulin (Mahadeva), accompanied by His meditation and adoration 

(l.1.1.6). 3y way of reply bo their inquiry that pupil of
7

Vyasa narrated the great splendour of Lord Siva (1.1.1.12). 

According to'which Lord *>iva is eulogized in 18 jPuranas and
?

hence nobody is capable to describe the splendour of Lord Siva. 

(1.1.1.13). Luring the course of exoleining the super-human 

deeds of Lord Siva sage Lomasa enumerated His feats of Lord

5 The references cited are fnom ’The Skanda Mahapuranam, 
Vol.I, Second (ed.), Hag Publishers, Delhi-7* 1984.
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eating poison, destroying the sacrifice of Baksa, burning Kala 
end releasing the king (1.1.1.18).

3)aksa*s Curse To Lord Siva
a

Once upon a time Baksa visited Jfaimisaranya
*■ O O V

accidentally, when he was adored by the sages and the gods
'CDC'V’rtO'rti , __

sndjby eulogies and prostration (1.1.1.21-2280). Lord Mahadeva, 
Who was sitting in the assembly, neither got up from His seat, 
nor saluted Baksa, and consequently Jteksa was enraged (1.1.1. 
22c—ef). Baksa censured Lord Siva for not saluting him and

o

cursed Him in the assembly that he expelled Rudra from sacrifice
(1.1.1.23-26). On hearing the curse of l^ksa to Rudra, HandT
censured Baksa (1.1.1.27-30). thereupon Ba/<sa cursed the
followers of Rudra and ousted them from the path of Vectic study
end practices and declared them as unfit for the behaviour of

othe good, interested in deceitful practices, sdicted to 
drinking wine and having skulls (1.1.1.32-33)• RandTgot angry

J*with Tteksa for cursing the followers of Siva vi’ithout any reason 
and cursed Baksa and the Brahmins (1.1.1.35-3Ssb). Lord 

Hahadevs on hearing the curse of NandT smiled at him and 
enlightened him saying that getting angry with Brahmanes was 
improper as they were the preceptors always engaged in the 
discussion of the Vedas. Veda is constituted of Hsntres end 
Suktas. As the individual self of all the embodied ones is 
established in a Sukfca, therefore the knowers of the self 
sjfjould not be censured. Rudra was only the self, not anyone 
else (l .1.1.38c^-423ti) • The progenitor Baksa also entered his

140
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own piece of residence surrounded by sages (1.1.1.45) and
2continued to slender the worshippers of bive abandoning the

ihighest faith, end censured -nord Serve in the assembly of ell 
greet sages. (1.1.1.46).

)hakssls -Performing Sacrifice Without Inviting Lord Siva 
*

Once upon a time the progenitor haksa, made preparations 
for the performance of a sacrifice and invited great sages, like 
Vssistha, Agastya, Kasyapa, Atri, Vamadeva, Bhrgu, Dadhxca etc. 
and also all the gods, the guardians of the worlds, the 
Vidyadharas Gandharvas, Kinnaras and the hosts of Lymphs 
(l.1.2.1-4). lords Brahms and Visnu along with Indra end other

9 *>

gods were invited and were assigned to different costly 
mansions for their stay at the kanskhala Tfrtha (1.1.2.5-llSb)- 

Ihe progenitor haksa, had undertaken a vow and had got performed 
a solemn ceremony as well as the benediction of the Brahmins 
(1.1.2.12). In the meanwhile the sage DodhTci approached Bakes 
and suggested to him that his sacrifice did not appear to be 
happy without the presence of Lord Pinokin (1.1.2.14). From 
whom proceeded all the auspicious things as stated by the wise 
bhat ancient purusa Lord Vrsadhavaja, nllakantha, Kaperdi was 
not seen. Presided over by whom the inauspicious things become 
auspicious that fryambeka should be invited by haksa (1.1.2.

n

15~17sd)• LsdhTci insisted upon inviting Lord Mahesvara along 
with Daksayani immediately as everything will be purified by

<* Wf

1that yogi Lord Sambhu (1.1.2.19). By whose remembrance and
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by the utterance of whose name everything becomes well done
that Vrsadhvaja should be brought there at all costs (1.1.2.20). 

* •
' 3The stanzas persudading Dsksa to imrite Lord Siva with His 

consort uttered by hadhlci in SIP. (1.1.2.14-20) appear with 
variations and a little addition in SVP. (2.2.27.26-35)* The 
similarity between them is striking as some lines are common.

^ okAs regards BgdhTci’s persuading Baksa, the Nabhg.7*52-75
Jr __shows the influence of Skanda and Siva Pursnas on it.

142

Baksa expressed his disagreement with 3)adhTei insisting 
upon the fact that all those fit to be invited for a sacrifice 
and with calm disposition had already gathered there among whom 
Lord Visnu the resort of Bbarma and the support of the Vedas, 
the sacrifices and the different rites was present slons? with 
the progenitor Lcrd Brahms' (l.l.2.21-23a^). Baksa further 
emphasized that they were not in need of Kudra. He further 
added that he hod given his daughter to Lord Siva at the 
suggestion of Lord Brahma. According to him Lord Siva did not 
belong to a noble lineage and j£e was the Lord of evil spirits 
and was difficult to be overcome. He was self satisfied, 
stupid and .iealous (l .1.2.26-2880). Baksa added that Lord Budra 
was unfit in the said rite and hence He was not called by him.
He prohibited the sage to say again what he had already said 
and requested all to make his sacrifice a success (l.l.2.28cd-29). 
On hearing that sage BadhTci said that it was a great breach 
of conduct on the pert of great sages and gods, which would lesd 
to a great destruction of those gathered there.' After having
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said so sage ladbici vent out of the sacrificial ground 
(l.l.2.31-533b) and reached his hermitage. While the sages 

were performing the activities necessary for Dsksas sacrifice, 
the great goddess HSksayanl was sporting vith Her friends on 
the mountain Gandhamsdsna. (1.1.2.36°^ - 3S813). Her chance the 

great goddess engrossed in sport happened to see Soma accompanied 
by fiohlnt going to perttclpate in Bnksa's sacrifice (1.1.2.59). 
1'he goddess asked Her friend Vijaya to inquire from the moon 
about His destination, whereupon He disclosed that He was going 
to attend Daksa’s sacrifice (l.1.2.40~41st:>). On bearing from 

Vi^aye, the goddess was pussled as to why neither Her father 
nor Her mother remembered Her, nor invited Her (l.l.2.^1c0-4?). 
Goddess Sgfcl immediately ran to see lord Siva in His court as 
she wanted bo know the reason why He did not like to proceed
towards Daksa’s sacrifice (l.l*2.43s^-53)• Gati insisted upon

* '

lord bivo to go to Her father's sacrifice even though He was not
invited (1.1.2.54-53). On hearing Her words Lord Siva, advised
Ssti not to go to Hakss’s sacrifice, as bhose who visit the
house ef another without invitation are insulted. That insult is
more painful than death. Lven Lord Indra on reaching the house

;of others becomes humiliated. Hus Lord Siva insisted upon 
Satx’s avoiding to go bo Dekse’s sacrifice (l.1.2.56-59)* Hut 
she proclaimed Her decision to visit tho sacrificial ground of 
Her father and requested the Lord to permit Her (1.1.2.60-62).
So said Lord Siva, who is the seer of all sight as well as the 
knower of everything, permitted the goddess to go riding His 
bull Nandi and accompanied by His hosts numbering 60 thousand



144

(1.1.2.63-65)* lord Mahesa thought over the going of the goddess 
to Her father's house and was convinced that Bakssyanx insulted

*t r

by Her father woi£Ld not return back (1.1.2.68).

The goddess SatT dismounted from the bull and saw 
the sacrifice end the gods and Her parents and made a pertinent 
remark (l.l.3*l-4a*>) • The goddess SstT inquired of Her father

pthe reason why he had not invited Lord Sambhu by whom all the 
movable as well as immovable world was purified. As Lord Sambhu 
was the sacrifice, the best knower of sacrifice, the auxiliary 
of the sacrifice and was of the form of the material, the sacred 
formulae, offering to the gods, offering to the manes, everything 
done without Him would be unholiy (1.1.3*4 -6). She rebuked
Her father and the Brahmins and gods for participating in the

iisacrifice without L©rd Siva (l.l.3*7-9)* She further stressed
.$upon the foats of Lord Siva and remarked that all the gods were 

created from Lord Sulin and that, that Lord reaching the end 
of y<sdss was beyond bis knowledge (1.1.3*10-14). On hearing 
Her words •Tfeksa goc angry and asked Her that she bad no business 
there ana hence Her coming there was futile. Baks© told Her

J*his reasons for not inciting Siva to the sacrifice (1.1.3*15-17). 
Baksa also expressed his repentance for giving Her to 3iv%, who 
itfas ignorant and puffed up. Baksa advised SstT to become 
comfortable (1.1.3*18-198^) • The goddess SatT, who was told 

thus by Bsksa got enraged observing the slender by Her father, 
and thought in Her mind as to what she would say before Lord 
Siva«.
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SatT Abandoned Her Body By Entering Eire

One who slanders Lord Mabadeva as well as he who

hears His slander both of them remain in hell as long as the

sun and the moon appear, therefore she decided to give up

Her body by entering the fire. So thinking she uttered O'Siva,
0 Hudra, and overwhelmed by insult, entered fire (l.l*3*!9c<3-23)*

Gonrgare Sfebbg. 9^7 -82 the followers of Lord Siva accompanying

SatT cut off their limbs by their own weapons end died along
v J

with Her (1.1.5*24-28). Harada went to Lord Siva and informed 

Him whatever had happened. On bearing the words of Harada
5

Lord Siva became very much angry and uprooted a part of His

matted hair and dashed it on the peak of the mountain, from

which aQnose famous Vxrabhadra along with KilT surrounded by

crores of ghosts (1.1.3.31-34). Erora the angry exhalation of

Rudrs a hundred fevers and thirteen sannTpatas (morbid condition

of the humours) were created (1.1.3*33) • The valiant Vlrsbhadra

requested Lord Eudra to order him immediately as to what He

wanted him to do. Lord Rudra ordered him to proceed towards

the sacrifice of Daksa to destroy it. At the behest of Lord 
a _ _ _Sulin Vxrabhadra started along with Kalika and the ghosts towards

Daksa's sacrifice (1.1.3*36-38). At the same time illomens 
* I

appeared around the sacrificial ground of Dakss. On observing 

ill omens the gods as well as Dsksa were afraid, as a result 

Haksa requested Lord Visnu to protect him. Thereupon Lord Visnu
0-4- 0 e J~ J- mV

pointed out that Dakss had insulted Lord Vrsadhva.ia from whom
J- © o v

there was the rise of danger. He added that where persons 

unworthy of respect are respected and. the venerable persons are
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not respected, there three things happen vis. famine, death 
and danger. Lord Visnu also advised Daksa to honour Lord Siva

t, 6 if

by all means. (1.1.3•41-47). 'then there is the description of
Vlrabhadra*s attseking'the sacrificial ground of Deksa (1.1.3.

8>

49-630b). She gods like Indra, Vayu, Yams, Kubera, Varuna,
0

Agni. and the demons like i'iirrti" and the Yaksas etc. mounted 
their respective vehicles to protect the sacrifice. Daksa 
prostrated before them and urged them that depending on their 
strength he had begun the sacrifice. He especially requested 
Visnu to protect his sacrifice (l.l.3»68-74ab). Io that Visnu

fi C •*- to

replied that Rudra who was of the form of sacrifice was expelled 
from sacrifice by Daksa which was his bad policy (l.l.3.74cfl-77)• 

He further stated that He did not find any one to protect Daksa 
from the wrath of Rudra. Visnu further said that a rite alone

e o
cannot produced the desired fruit always. Only that rite 
becomes fruitful which is accompanied by the Lord (1.1.3*78-82).

The Episode of Daksava.lnavidhvanlsa

While Lord Visnu was stressing the point that the 
Vedas were having the three gunas for their domain and that the 
Vedic rites would not become fruitful without the Lord the ocean 
in the form of the army of Vxrabbadra was seen approaching them 
(11.4.3-3)* Indra laughed st Visnu and became ready to fight 
along with the gods. Sage Dbrgu immediately practised a Hind of 
charm to extirpate the enemies. At that time there ensued e 
fight beti^een the gods and the ganas of Rudra (l.1 .^.6-7) in 
which the ganas were defeated by the g-ods, on account of the



valour of the guardians of the world viz. Indra etc. as well 

as by the power of the incantations of Bhrgu (1.1.4.9-11). This 

victory was due to practice of magical incantations on the part 

of sage Bhrgu for the satisfaction of the initiated and for the 
act of sacrificing for the gods. (l.1.4.12-13®b). On seeing 

the defeat of his followers enraged Vxrabhadra came forward 

and killed many of the opponents including the gods, the Taksas 

Bisacas, Guhykas, and Raksasas. She ganas of Siva also killed 
many opponents (l.1.4.13-17®b). The gods thus defeated went to 

heaven. Only the guardians of the worlds viz. Indra etc. 

remained there with curiosity. They asked Brhaspati as to how 
they could win s victory (l.l.4.17cd-19®b)» By way of reply 

Brhaspati stated that what was told by Lord Visnu formerly has 

turned out to be true (1.1,4.l9ca). Brhaspati dr§w the attention 

of Indra to the fact that the gan^s of Rudra would destroy 

everything (1.1.4.25). The Valiant VTrabhadra told the gods 

that they had foolishly come there for the sake of massacre and 
added that he would satisfy them in that matter (l.1,4.27-28ab). 

Then the gods and the guardians of the worlds were driven away 
by VLrabhadra's discharging arrows (l.l.4.28c<^-29) • Before the 

beginning of fight with Visnu Vxrabhadra scolded Visnu for taking 

Nthe side of Dekss, even after seeing whatever was done by
i

DaksayanT (1.1,4.34-35®b)• However Virabhadra saluted Visnu 
* * * *>

and told Him that He was ecjual to Lord Sambhu still he was ready 
to fight with Him as per His desire (1.1.4.36-37®b)• Lord Visnu 

appreciated the words of Vxrabhadra and remarked that Lord 

Mahesvara also liras dependent on His devotee and added that



148

either of the two should prevent the other (1.1.4.59-41). The 
fight between the two parties is described in 1.1.4.48-56. 
Thereafter the fight between Vfrabhadra and Indra is described 
in 1.1.4.57-60. During the fight between the gods and the 
ganas, the latter were defeated anJ took to their heels 
(1.1.4.64). During the fight with Vfrabhadra, Visnu hurled 
His discus towards Vfrsbhadra, who swallowed it which was 
pressed out from the mouth of Vfrabhadra by Visnu. Thereafter 
Visnu went to His abode (l.l.4.73-75ab)•

After the departure of Visnu, all the gods end the 
sages were defeated by the.Ganas of Rudra. They knocked down 
Bhrgu and plucked out his beard, uprooted the teeth of ?usan, 
mocked at Svadha as also the sages present there and threw
human excrement in the fire of the sacrifice (l.l.5*1-4 D).jThe Valiant Vfrabhadra dragged out Daksa who had hidden himselfl ^by catching him by his cheeks and struck his head with a sword.
On finding that his head was indivisible Vfrsbhadra put his
feet on his shoulders and twisted his neck and separated his
head and threw it into the sacrificial fire (1.1.5.5-7). The

| _
other sages, gods, manes, yaksas and Raksasas who were chased by 
the Ganas ran away. The moon, the sun and all the planets, 
constellations and stars all x^ere displaced on being chased by

*
6 The 

and 
in

fight between 
Visnu and the 
79 stanzas (!.'

Vfrabhadra and the Ganas on the one hand gods on the other is described in SKP.
,.4.6-5*9) at length. While the same is

described in Kabhg. within 14 stanzas only from stanzas 
52-62 and 65,67,68 of ^dhyaya 10 in brief.



149

Lord Brahma tormented by the grief of the loss of 
Bis son went to Satyaloka and with His mind afflicted did not 
get peace. After having known every sin committed by that 
sinner. He decided to go to mountain Kailasa riding a swan and 
surrounded by all the gods (l.1.5-10-12). After having entered 
the mountain Lord Brahma saw Lord Sadaliva (1.1.5.13sb). Lord 

Rudra with matted hair shining with splendour was found staying
j'in a lonely place along with the son of Silgda. He was 

difficult to reach even by the Vedadgas (ancillary works to 
the Vedas) (1.1.5*13C<3-143b). Lord Brahma eulogized Lord Rudra 

as Brahman, the highest self of all, as the creator of the 
creatures of the universe, the supporter, of the form of the 
universe, of the form of the seed of the universe, the cause 
of the joy of the world (1.1.5.16-17). ^e was Omkara,
Vasatkara, promoting all the beginnings and also was the 
sacrifice, the sacrifieer, and the promoter of the sacrifices 
and the protector of all sacrificers. He liras the resort of all 
the creatures to whom Brahma bowed down and requested Him to 
protect Him who was tormented by the grief of His son (1.1.5. 
18-19)• Lord Kahadeva told Brahma that the sacrifice of Bgksa 
was not destroyed by Him in any case. Really speaking Daks© 
was killed by his own actions. One should not do anything which 
would torment others because the same would happen to himself 
(l.l.5*20c<3-22) . ‘-Then accompanied by Brahma" and the gods Lord 

Rudra v/ent to Kanskhala, the place of sacrifice of Daksa 
(1.1.5*23) • Then Rudra ordered VTrabhadra to bring Dakss

c

immediately. Thereupon Vlrabhsdra brought the headless body
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5of Daksa, On Siva's inquiry regarding the head VTrabhadra 
told Him that he had thrown Daksa*s head in the fire and that

c

only the head of a goat was Jpared (1.1.5.27-53)- Then Rudra
placed the head of the goat on the headless body of Daksa,
whereupon Daksa became a live again and eulogized Lord Sankara
(1.1.5.34-55)« Daksa eulogized Lord Siva saying that he bowed
down to the best of the gods, the giver of boons, the eternal
one, the sole relative of the world, the Lord of the universe,
who was of the form of the universe and of the form of one's
own self (l .1.5«36~3?0k). Thus eulogized by Daksa, Lord Kudi'a

exclaimed that four types of devotees who have performed
meritorious deeds worship Him viz. a distressed one, a curious
one, one desirous of an object, and a knower. Out of them the
knowers are most dear to Him. Those who try to obtain Him
without knowledge are fools. Rudra pointed out to Daksa that
he tried to cross the transmigretory existence by means of
karma (rite) alone. He further stated that it was not possible
to obtain Him by stupid persons under the sway of rites by
means of the Vedas, alms-giving, sacrifices nor by austerities.
Hence He advised Lakes to perform the rites with full knowledge
and also to maintain equilibrium between pleasure and pain and
be always happy (1.1.5.38-43). Daksa thus taught by the highest
Lord Sambhu was established there and then He went to His abode
(1.1.5.44)• Great sages Bhrgu etc. were consoled and enlightened
by Lord Brahma. As a result they became the knowers in a moment.
Thereafter Lord Brahma’ went to His abode (1.1.5*45-46). Daksa

6-

also had obtained the highest enlightenment on account of the
JS asentence of Siva and became absorbed in the meditation of Siva 

and practised penance (1.1.5*47-48)..
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j _ nRelevant Episodes-Prom SrTmad-Bhagavataf

JBaksa*s Curse To Lord Siva

By way of reply to the guery of Vidura regarding 
the cause of enmity between Baksa and Siva, Maitreys told him,

e

that at the sacrifice of Visvasrj, all the gods and sages and 
fires stood up to pay respects to Baksa who entered the 
s0crifi.ci.0l sssembly excepting lords Brahms end -Siva (IV.2.1-6). 
This irritated Baksa who censured Siva and cursed Him that He

m

would not get a share in the sacrifice thenceforth along with 
Indra, Upendra and others (IV.2.8-18).

"Siva’s attender WandF became angry on hearing the 
jcurse given by Baksa, to Siva and cursed Baksa and his followers

€ <>

(IV 2.20). Baksa would lose sight of the ultimate element and 
would have the head of a goat before long, and would consider 
the performance of actions with a desire for fruit as a lore 
being attached to sexual pleasure. He would promulgate many and 
varied sorts of rites deluded by Vedic controversy (IV.2.21-24at>).

Baksa*s followers would be omnivorous and would utilize their
*

learning, austerity and vows for their livelihood and would 
consider as the goal riches and happiness of body and sense 
organs and would ever continue to wander in the transmigratory 
existence (IV.2.24c<^-26).

7 The references are cited from the Gits Press edition of
r > 3Srxmadbhagevata, Gorakhpur, 1950.
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Sage Bhrgu gave a counter curse to the persons 
initiated in the SivaaTkss. He cursed them to remain impure 
and to pu^r on |>ones and to follow the path of deceit

(IV.2.29-32).

In this manner jealousy continued to prevail between
1 fi/fthe father-in-law viz. Daksa and the son-in-law viz. Siva/a

long period of time (XV,5.l).

Daksa’s Performing Sacrifice Without inviting Lord Siva

When Daksa was enthroned as the leader of all the 
progenitors by Lord Brahma, he was puffed up. Daksa begsn to 
perform a sacrifice called Brhaspatisava (this name is not 
mentioned in the Mabhg. (IV.3.2-3)? in which all the Brahmarsis, 
Bevarsis, gods and manes bad participated along with their 
wives (IV.3.4).

The episode of sage Dedhlci's persuading Daksa to
1 )invite Lord Siva, to his sacrifice is not found in Srimad-

bhagavats (Sbh.). SatT's remembering about Her promise given
to Neha as well as the condition which was made with Daksa are
also not found in Sbh. Harada's approaching £>iva and Batx and
advising them to go to Daksa*s sacrifice is also not found in 
1 __Sbh. However, Sati beard the remarks of aerial spirits and 
came to know about the sacrifice being performed by her father 
Daksa (IV.3®5) ©nd saw the women of the lesser gods seated in 
aerial cars and going to Daksa*s sacrifice through the sky over 
Siva's residence (IV.3.6-78^). Sati became curious on observing
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them and informed Siva to go to the sacrifice of Her father 

(IV,3.7.cd-8). SstT told Siva that she was anxious to see Her 
sisters, Her mother and Her mother's sisters since long 
(I¥.3„9-10eb). She added that the unborn lord had created all 

this wonder, constituted of three gunas by His own supernatural 

power. Still she who was a non-knower of reality reouested 

Him politely to participate in the sacrifice (IV.3.11). She 
pleaded that even though not invited, still people go to see 
the relatives in the house of one’s own husband, teacher and 
father and insisted upon their going to Dsksa’s sacrifice 

(IV 3.13cd-14). Lora Siva agreed with Her statement that even 
uninvited people approach their relatives but He added that it 
is oossible only if their minds are free from prejudice 

(I?.3.16). He continued that one should not approach one's 

relatives who look down upon others and throw angry looks 
towards others (IV.3.18). According to Siva the sarcastic 
remarks of one’s own relatives cause unbearable pain in one's 
heart day and night which is more painful than one's getting 

pierced by the arrow's of the enemies (IV.3.19). Siva added 
that even though Sati was very dear to Her father, the progenitor 

still as she was His dependent she would not receive honour from 
Her father (IV.3.20). As your father Dakss had insulted me by 

harsh words at the time of the sacrifice of Visvesrj, even
4

though I had not offended him, hence you should not see him 

(IV.3.24). Biva warned Sati that if she would go to the 
sacrifice disregarding His words she would not attain auspicious­
ness. Ihe defeat of an esteemed person from one’s own relatives 
is as good as one’s own immediate death (IV.3.25). lord Sankara
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after having so said, became quiet thinking about the destruction
of the body of His wife both ways. Sati found Herself on the
horns of s Dilemma and often went out of the house and entered
in.it (IV,4.i). With Her mind defected on account of rbe
obstruction to Her desire to see relatives, she began to shed
tears out of love and trembling angrily looked at Lord Bhavs
as if burning Him (IV.4.2). At last sighing sat! abandoned
Him with Her heart full of wrath and grief and went towards Her
parents on account of her stupified intellect of a woman. The
followers of Lord &iva surrounded Her and after having placed
Her on a strong ox accon^ined Her (IV.4.4ab~5ed). On Her
approaching the sacrificial assembly, nobody respected Her
except Her sisters and mother, on account of the fear of the
sacrificer (IV,4.7). Satr did not accept the adoration and the
seat respectfully offered by Her mother and Her mother's sisters
as she was not welcomed by Her father (IV.4.8). On observing
that there was no share of Hudra in the sacrifice ana that Her 

held
father^insulted the Lord, the disrespected goddess became angry 
as if desiring to burn the world by enger (IV.£-.9). Satr 
censured Baksa openly for going against the Lord who h3s not 
one most dear nor disliked (IV.4.lOab-ll). She expressed Her 
wonder at Daksa’s envying Lord 5?iva whose command could not be 
transgressed and whose fame was sanctifying and whose name even 
uttered once occasionally, destoryed sin immediately (IV.4.14). 
His. l.otus like foot was worshipped by those who desired the 
joy of Brahman intensely and who showered blessings on the 
seekers in the world, such a one was envied by Baksa (IV.4.15).
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According to SstT it was one's duty not to hear censure of Lord 
^iva, not to speak ill of Him, and even to give up one's vital 

airs to escape from participating in His censure (IV.4.17).

Sati's -Abandoning Her Body By Resorting To Ypgamarga

SetT declared Her decision to abandon Her body which 
ysss produced from that of Daksa who always censured Lord

IBitikanthe (IV.4.18ab). After having so said, sati sat facing 
north and sipped water and closing Her eyes entered the path 
of yoga. She brought the vital airs under control and raised 
Udana Vayu from solar plexus and placed it in the heart. Then 
from there raised it to the throat and further in the middle of 
the eye-brows (IV.4.24-25)• Thereafter SatT meditated upon the

ilotus like foot of Lord Siva, Her husband and intensely 
concentrated on wind and fire in Her limbs. As © result of 
which, Her body was burnt to ashes (IV.4.26-27) * The people who 
saw this proclaimed that this progenitor would spread his infancy 
as he did not prohibit his daughter from dying (IV.4.29-30).

Baksaysjifavidhvamsa And Dakss*s Regaining Life With A Goat's Head

I
The attendants of Siva attacked Daksa with a desire

u

to kill him, but sage Bhrgu created the gods called Rubhus by* «
offering oblation in the Daksinagni. The Rubhus drove away the 

t * '

attendants of Siva (IV.4.31cd-34).

Lord Bhava after having come to know about the death 
of BhavSisi, insulted by the patriarch from Narsda and His hosts 
driven away by the Rubhus became very much angry (IV.5.1).
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Siva plucked off a portion of His matted hair and dashed it 
against the ground from which arose a huge creature possessing 
a thousand arms and fearful teeth with a garland of skulls 
and holding different weapons in his hands_(I?.5*2-3)« Lord 
Rudra ordered him to go and destory Daksa's sacrifice (IV.6.4). 
He started along with the followers of Rudra to attack Daksa’s 
sacrifice (IV.5*6). The women ^rasuti etc. were depressed in 
mind and said that this is perhaps the result of uhe sin of the 
patriarch who insulted innocent sati before the eyes of his 
daughters (IV.5*9)• Stanzans 14 to 26 of IV.5. Contain the
descrintion of the destruction of the sacrifice of Dakss in

*

details at the end of xtfbich the head of Daksa was cut off and
J

thrown in the Deksinagni of the sacrifice by the great follower
/Sof Rudra. Then the gods defeated by the followers o f Rudra 

with their wounded bodies, approached Brahma’ along with the 
officiating priests and informed Him about what had happened 
(IV.6.1-2). Brahma advised them to propitiate Lord Siva who 
was deprived of His share in the sacrifice by them. He also 
asked them to bejr His pardon if they desired to complete the 
incomplete sacrifice (IV.6.4-6). After ordering the gods thus 
Brahms along with' the gods, manes end progenitors started from 
Brahmaloks towards mountain Kailesa (IV.6.8). Stanzas 9-82 
of IV.6 contain a detailed description of KailIsa. Stanzas 
24-27 of IV.6 contain description of the city AlklT. Stanzas 
28-31 of IV.6, contain the description of the forest called 
Saugandhikas. Hear that forest there was a big banyan tree 
under which Lord ^iva was found sitting (IV.6.33)• Stanzas
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34-38 of IV.6 contain the description of Lord £?iva. Stanzas
>39-41 of IV.6 describe the meeting of lord Brahma and Lord Siva. 

Brahma eulogized Lord ^iva as the Lord of Universe, as the 

cause of prakrti and purusa and of the nature of highest 
Brahman beyond differences and modifications. He also stated 
that Lord £>i%ra who was sporting as prakrti and purusa used to

__ icreate, sustain and destroy the world. Brahma asked Siva 
that when He is the giver of heaven or salvation to the 
performers of good deeds and giver of terrible hell, called 
Tamisra to the performers of bad deeds, still how is it that 
some person should get a contrary fruit (IV.6.42-45)• Brahma 
further argued that anger can not defeat good people who keen 
their minds in £>iWs feet and see Lord ^iva in all the creatures 

and do not consider bhe world as different from themselves 
(IV.6.46). When ordinary persons under the influence of super­
natural power of Lord iPuskaranabha get their intellect soiled 
and offend the good persons, the good persons consider that the 
person has done that under the influence of desting and there 
is no fault on his part and oblige him, but do not exercise 
power on him (IV.6.48). Brahma further stated that as Siva was 
omniscient, He was not infatuated by the supernatural power of 
the highest purus§ and hence it was <jruite proper on His part to 
favour the offenders who are stupified by Lord's Maya" and who
consider rites as the ultimate goal (IV.6.49). Brahma requested 

}Siva to complete the incomplete sacrifice and to enliven the
sacrificer, and to give eyes to Bhaga and to see that Bbrgu groins

■*>

His beard and Busan may grow teeth, and the limbs of the gods and
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the sacrificial priests broken m&y become normal (IV.^.50-52)• 
Brahms expressed His desire that the remainder in a sacrifice 
be the portion of Sudrs thereafter and by giving that portion 
as the share of Uudre, the incomp!ere sacrifice might be 
considered to be complete (IV.6.53)•

> _ yBy the eulogizing of Sirs by Brahma, Sirs nos pleased 
end told Brahma that he (fikrs) did not take into consideration 

the offences of the ignorant persons. But He had punished the 
offender fer teaching him a lesson (IV.7.1-2). Lord firs ordered 
that the progenitor might get the head of s goat and that god 
Bhogs might see His share in the sacrifice through the eyas of 
god Mitre. God Puss' night eat by the teeth of the sacrifice? 
and the gods might hare their broken limbs of their bodies joined 
(IV.7.5-4). Thereafter the sages accompanied by the gods, Lord 
l^a had ere end Brehma came to the sacrificial ground and .joined 
the head of a goat to the body of progenitor Bakes. At that 
time Lord Bndra glanced at Bakss, as a result Dsksa, stood up 
as if awaking from sleep (IV.7.7-9)* Thereafter Beks© thought

7to eulogize Lord Sira, but could not do so, ©s a result of 
remembering his daughter, who had passed away (IV.7.11). t'ith
rery great difficulty he controlled himself and eulogized Lord

t ~ 7
Sira. He considered the punishment inflicted by Siva on him
as Siva's grace (IV,7,13). He apologized to Lord ^ira for his

j 7harsh words and censure of Siva in the assembly end thanked Sira
for neglecting thoe€. words and for ssring him from falling into
hell (IV.7.15)* He confessed that he had censured dive out of

lignorance. After apologizing to lord Sira sne after taking
-5s"*permission of Lord Brahms, I'akss again resumed carrying on the
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sacrfftpce (IV.7.16). In the course of the sacrifice Visnu
appeared before them in person (IV.7.18-21). Thereafter Bakse,

*

the Rtvigs, the members of the assembly, Lord Rudra, fihrgu,
y 9

Brahma, Indra, the wives, the sages, the accomplished one's, 
the wife of the sacrificer, the protectors of the worlds, the 
Xogeivsras, Brahma, Agni, the gods, the gandharvas, the 

Vidhyadharas, and the Brahmins, eulogized Lord Visnu (IV.7.26-47).

Lord Visnu who was pleased by the eulogies, told Daksa 
that just as a man does not consider his limbs as belonging to 
others in the same manner the devotee of the Lord does not 
consider difference amongst the creatures (IV.7.53). Lord Visnu

ir 9

further continued that a person who does not see any difference 
between the three great gods, who are of one nature and who are 
of the nature of the self of all creatures gets salvation 
(IV.7.54). At the close of the sacrifice of Baksa, the gods gave 
him a boon that his intellect would be steady in righteousness 
and went away (IV.7.57). Thus the daughter of Daksa viz. Satr 
abandoned Her first body and xvas reborn from Mena", the wife of 
Himalaya and again attained Lord i^iva, as Her husband, Who is 

the only resort of those who are His solely devoted devotees 
just like the power dormant at the time of universal destruction 
attains the Lord, at time of the beginning of creation (IV.7. 
58-59)•

The incidents described in Adhyayas 13 and 21 of Ksbhg.
jare not found in £bh.



160

i _*%bbsr. Represents bevT Income bed As Sysmasundars, '-'bile
iSbh. Represents Vtsnu incarnated As Socb

- * i

According to Msbbg. 50.43-5S, 'I>@vT bifurcating:
Herself into two went fco the wombs of RohinT and Yesods" and 

Visnu went to the womb of bevaki. On the advent of fifth month
f V*

Visnu and £>evT exchanged their positions from the wombs of 
hevakT and ^obinT respectively. According to 6>hh.l£ .1*17-25 

Lord Brahma conveyed to gods sn4 the earth. Visnu's intention
-? o

to be born es Krsno alone with Balarsisa and yogsmey-Ta. Fpbhf’-.te f> f

50.61-64 aentions the birth of fealsrsas tv on Robin? while
«•

/ ^ _k>hh.J.X.24.54 mentions it from ^evaki. hnbh? .50.65-73 refers 
to the birth of Krsna and 50.97-103 states Krone’s telling

v » 9> * t j

lTssudeva to subsfcituce cita near ys^ods and to bring her girl 

to the* prison. 'The same is to hen from ^bh.X.5.8 and 4?.

Kabhg:, bos Summarised the Following” Incidents described in 
1•betelIs in Sbh.:*»

cThe killing: of Intone - ?*3bhg:. 51.3-19, Cbh.X.|?~30, 
of TrneVorta-Mabhs?. 51.93-971 Sbh.X.7„?0-30: of jj'heookomro 
Ksbbg* 53.5Sb, Sbh.X.15*99-35, the subduing of Mshhp:.

P53*5 , bbh.X.16.1-67? the snort of snatching away the garment.*
>of cowherdesses - Ksbbf?.53«39, Sbh.X,22.1-28; the s^>ort of 

circular dancing with Conti - Xobh.c. 53.6-38, ^bh. X Adbypyss 

29-33 and the killing of Vrsebhs (Arista) Aurs-Kebn^. 53.42-4°,
* a - *

^bh.X.36.1.15. * *
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Akrura's seeing Rama and Krsna as per Kaosa's 

command and informing them about Kamsa's intention in inviting 
them to Mathura - Mabhg.54.13-22, ibh.X,38.1;24;28~43; 39-8-9.

Rama and Krsna's ordering, the coitfherds to take with them the
a 6 £»

■products of milk to give them as gifts to the king and to start 

in their carts in the next morning and their starting along with 

Akrura in a chariot towards Mathura after consoling the crying 

bodies of Vrs^a end reaching Mathura along with Akrura and 
Kendo - Mabhg.54<,23~3Qsb, ibh.X.39.10-12; 36; X.41.18-19.

'then follows the filling of KuvelayapTda - Mabhg.
54.30°^-32, Sbb.X.43.1-16 succeeded by the killing of Osnura 

by csrsna-Wabhg.54.38, Sbh.X.44.17-23 and that of Kustika by
u 0 0 c,

— 3
Balarama - Mabhg.54.37, Sbb.X.&4 «?4~25 anci that of other wrestlers 

by. both of them - Piabhg.54.39v Sbh.X.4&.26-28. At that Kamsa's 

ordering his servants to drive away Sima and Krsna and giving 

vent to f?)is intention to kill Bands (Vasudeva according to Sbb.) 

alone: with his wife - Mabhg.54.40-42, Sbh.X.&4,32-33. Krsna's 

killing; Kamsa - Mabhg.54.113-44, Sbh.X.44.34-39* Krsna's freeing
0 ij 0

Tasudeva and Devskx from fetters - Mabhg,54.48-^9, Sbh. X.4*-. 50-51 
and His crowning Ugrasena as a king - Mabhg,54.51,^bh.X.46.12.

On Vasudeva's requesting Wanda to leave his sons with
o K

him, Hands returned with other cowherds to Vraja Mabhg.54.52-61 

According to Sbh.X.45.20-25 Banda's returning to Vrsje was due 

to requesting of the sons.
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Vesudsva’s getting performed the sscred thread 
ceremony of Rams and «rsns by sage Gargaearys and his importingowe *

Jf __them the knowledge of.all Sastras including the science of
j _archery - Mabhg.54.64-65* According to Sbh.X.45.29 Gargacarya 

initiated them in GsyatrTmsntra and then they learnt the Vedas 
with the ancillary sciences and the Upsnisads as well as the 
science of archery and many other lores from sage Sandipani 
in Avanti X.45.5I-56.

Mabhg. has verbatim imitated the incident of Warada’s 
informing Kamss about the real identity of Rama and Krsna and

o * w

about Vssudeva’s placing them in the house of Wanda from Kemsa's 
fear which made Harass angry who drew out the sword to kill 
Vasudev© (also DevskT according to Msbhg.54.1-8) but was

Jrprevented by the sage as stated in Sbh.X.36,16-19*

Relevant Episodes Erom Kslikapurana

'the Kalikapurana or Eillpurana is one of the important 
Upa-purenas which is extensively quoted by the Smrtinibandha- 
ksras of Assam, Bengal and Hithila’. Evidences both internal 
and external show that this Kalika-purana was composed in or 
around Hamarupa i.e. Assam in the- tenth or eleventh century 
A.D. as stated by Btswansrayan Shastri in his forei'/ord to the 
edition of j^alikapursna.

3 —8 Vide Ssstri BiswanarayanCed.) Kelikapuranam, I'he 
Ohowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office, Varanasi-1,19?2. 
All references are cited from this edition.
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The theme dealt with in Kalikapurans is the adoration 
.sof Sakti. Thus it bears striking similarity with the Mabhg. 

as regards the theme, the period of composition and place of
orxgin.

The extant Kalikapurans besides glorifying bskti 
and Her adoration is inclined to glorify Visnu and contains

«s> f

especially in its latter half 1’antrie matter. According to
Dr.Basra its date of composition is the latter half of the 10+:h
cenrury A.B. The original Kalikapurana besides glorifying bgkti
and Her worship was inclined to spread to splendour of Lord 
$Biva and was free from fantric material. The date of composition 
of the original Kalikapurona as generally accepted by scholars 
happens to be 700 A.J). Thus it appears that the Mebhg. is 
deeply influenced by the original Kalikipurana, as regards 
matter. Bot only that but the spirit of sectarian tolerance 
breathes forth in the extant KIlikapurona and the Kabhg.

The Episode of Dskss’s Practising Lenance

As narrated by sage Mirkanoeya bo the sages, Brahma
expressed His doubt before Baksa as to who was capable to 

2enamour Lord Siva and to become His wife and after pondering over 
decided that Visnumsya, Mshamays, yoganidra was capable to do 
so as stated in Kalikapurans 5*1-3* Lord Brahma also decided 
to eulogize Mshamays and ordered Baksa to propitiate Her by a 
sacrifice in order that she may become bis daughter and then may 
become the wife of Lord Kara (5*4—5)• Then Baksa expressed his 
willingness to propitiate Her by a sacrifice and started it 
(5*7-9)* Compare Mabhg.4.1-7*
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Dsksa remaining on the northern shore of the ocean 
of milk meditated upon Mahamays in his heart and practised 
penance remaining self-controlled in order to get a direct 
vision of Ambika (5.10). Daksa sustained himself on leaves, 
water and wind and abstained from food for three thousand divine 
years (5.11-12). Compare Mabhg.4.8-9.

Devi Kali was pleased by the eulogy of Lord Brahma 
and appeared before Him (5J?tf-53). When asked by Her to let Her 
know His purpose Lord Brahma reguested goddess Kali to enamour 
Lord Shave as He had formerly censured Brahma’s desire to have 
a wife. Brahma further added that the creation would not flourish 
until Har% remains without a wife as He would be without interest 
in the beginning, the middle and the end. He insisted upon the 
goddess to enamour Siva as nobody else was competent to do so 
(5*63-70). The said passage from Kalikspurans bears remarkable 
similarity with Mabhg. 21.36-45ab« Lhus $t shows the influence 

of Kalikapurans on Mabhg. to a certain extent.

Then loganidra the suspicious one worshipped by self- 
restrained Daksa appeared in front of Daksa. She had plump 
breasts, four bands, beautiful face, reddish eyes and dishevelled 
hair. Her figure was beautiful having dark black hue decorated 
with a blue lotus and she was holding a sword in one of Her hands 
and Her other two hands 'were in Vara and Abbaya Kudras and She 
was riding a lion. On seeing Her Daksa considered himself as 
one who had accomplished his objective and began to eulogise
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Mahsmsya (8.?-ll). This description of the form of Kali which 
she showed to Baksa is very much similar to that described in

<SJ

Mabhg, 4.10-12, not only in ideas but in terminology also.

When asked by BevT to choose a boon Baksa requested
—

Her to be born as his daughter and to become the wife of Kara
(8.29-30). In Mabhg. 4.1& Baksa requested BevT to be born as
his daughter. BevT gave Baksa his desired boon and added that
she would become the wife of Lord Hera after being born as his
daughter (8.32)* Compare Mabhg. 4.16. In Mabhg. 4.17 BevT
mentions that the colour of Bakes's daughter would be shining

<■» ' w
golden colour. BevT further informed Daksa that when the merit

©

of his penance would be exhausted he would become deficient in 
his regard for Her as a result of which she would give up Her 
body immediately and go to Her permanent abode even though she 
might be happy otherwise (8.33)• Compare Mabhg.4.18-19. In 
Ealikapurana, BevT further added that that boon was given to 
Baksa in every creation so that BevT would be able to enamour

ts
Lord Mahsdeva in every creation (8.34-35). This is peculiar to 
Kalikapurana.

The Episode of SatT's Practising Penance to Obtain Siva 
As A Husband :-

Kalikapurana 9*1-16 contain a detailed description of
ythe adoration of Siva by SatT with different articles of 

worship on different specific dates for one year beginning from 
Asvin known as Nandavrata and Her practising penance during that
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period. This detail is peculiar to Kalikapursna and that it 
is not found in any other known Purana.

The Episode of the Meeting of The Trinity

Lords Bi-ahma and Visnu in company of their spouses
>went to the peak of Himalaya to see Lord Sambhu when Sat! began 

to perform the vow (9.17-18). When asked by Lord Tryambaka to 
let Him know the purpose of Their visit (9.19)» Lord Brahma 
explained to Siva that all the three great gods were one and 
that they had assumed three different forms for the sake of 
carrying on the work of creation, maintenance and destruction 
and that if the difference of the work remains unaccomplished

I

the difference of forms assumed was futile (9*31-32). Then
_ jjfBrahma explained to Mahesvsra that a woman is the root of love

and that after the acceptance of a wife there is the rise of
passion, anger etc. (9.35-37) and insisted upon Siva's accepting
a beautiful woman for wife for the sake of the good of the

> —universe and the gods (9-4-2). Thereupon Siva asked Brahma to 
show Him a woman capable to absorb His lustre, to change Her 
form at will and capable to practice yoga for acceptance as a 
wife (9-4-7)* Siva insisted that She should cooperate with Him 
by practising yoga when He would do so and should be a seductress 
v/hen He would become passionate and that she should not prove a 
hindrance in His meditation on the eternal highest form pf 
light (9.48-50). Thereupon Brahma informed Siva that there was 
such a woman searched for by Him Who was the daughter of Daksa 
Who would fulfil His requirements and Who was practising penance
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for attaining Rim as a husband (9*5il~56). Lhis episode of the 
meeting of the ffrinity is peculiar to KSlikapuraha.

When SatT again adored with devotion and fasting Lord
—*j?Kara on the eight of the bright half of Asvin completing 

Handavrata, He appeared before Her on the ninth during day and 
asked Her to choose a boon (10.1-5)* But SatT overpowered by 
bsshfulness could not speak out whet was in Her heart as it was 
enveloped by bashfulness. At that time cupid noticed the 
intention of Lord Kara to accept a wife by facial expression 
and discharged an arrow called Hersana towards Sara's heart and 
then again cupid pierced Bara by an arrow called Hohana under 
the influence of which H© exhibited His intention (10.7-12).
Then bringing bashfulness under control SatT asked Him to give 
Her, Her desired boon (i.e. husband) (10.15).

The Episode of SatT's Bursting and Ousting Vital Airs :-

Kalikapurana 16.29-38 and 44-47 describe Dpksa's 
performing the sacrifice without inviting Lord Siva and SatT 
and Satx's getting angry at that and Her deciding to give up 
Her body and to be merged into Her former form of yoganidra of 
Hari and Her choosing MenakiT to be Her mother for Her next birth. 
Slender bodied SatT turned red with anger, closed all the 
opertures of Her body and caused burstinb by resorting to yoga.
By that Hor great bursting, Her vital airs went out from Her body 
piercing-* the tenth aperture in centre of the skull. All the 
.gods in the atmospheric region on observing Her lifeless loudly 
wailed on account of grief (16.48-51)*
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Ssti's giving up Her vital airs by bursting through 
the aperture of the centre of the head on account of disregard 
of -Daksa for Siva Who was a wielder of a skull and also because 
of Ssti's getting contaminated as Siva's wife all that was 
conveyed to Siva by Vijaya, a daughter of Satl's sister 

(17.6,10-16).
The above mentioned episode is a peculiar detail of 

Salikapurana.

The Episode of Daksaya.inavidhvamsa :-

On hearing the words of Vijaya, Lord Rudra got very 
much angry so much so that from His ears, nose, eyes 3nd mouth 
dreadful blazing meteors came out. Lord Kara thereafter came 
to the sacrificial ground of Daksa and saw the sacrifice Himself 
remaining outside of the ground (17.17-20). This is a deviation 
from the account as found in other .Puranas. In them R%lra does 
not go Himself to the sacrifice of Daksa immediately on hearing 
the news but sends VTrabhadra to it.

As the account proceeds further in
17.39-41, Lord Rudra sent VTrabhadr© towards the sacrifice who
accompanied by G©nas destroyed it. Thereupon Lord Visnu stopped

yhim destroying it. On observing that Lord Siva Himself entered 
the ground and destroyed it (17.42). All the exploits of 
VTrsbhadra described in other Puranas regarding yajnavidhvansa 
are attributed to Lord Rudra in KalikspurSna (17*43-53)* This 
is another deviation from the account generally found in the 
Puranas in which it is found that VTrabhadra destroys the sacrifice.
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The Episode of Siva’s Roaming; About The Earth-Placing the 
Corpse Of Sati on His Shoulder

Then grief stricken Lord Siva lamenting loudly placed 
the corpse of SatT on Kis shoulder and went to the eastern 
regions. The gods Brahms' etc. saw Siva going like a mad man 
snd thought that the corpse would not decay on account of the 
touch of Siva and so it would not fall down (18.36-38). So
thinking, Lords Brahma, Vtsnu and Ssnaiscara entered the corpse 
of SatT remaining invisible by yogamaya and then made the parts 
of that corpse fall down on the ground at places (18.39-40).
The falling of the limbs of that Levi at different places is 
described in 18.41-43 end the names given to the -Devi in those 
places are described in 19.48-50. Only a feiir important places 
where the main limbs of SatT fell down are mentioned in 
Kaliklpurana. It is also mentioned that the other limbs of Sati 
divided in particles were blown away by the wind to the milky 
way (18.45). Thus only five main KahapTthas or "SaktipTtbas are 
mentioned in Kalikapursns, and there is no reference to other 
Ssktipithas in it. In Mabhg. 12.29°^ - 30ab, it is clearly

jtstated that in all fifty one SaktipTthas came into existence by 
the falling of the limbs of SatT. It shows that in Mabhg. 
more details regarding SaktipTthas were added.
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Relevant Episodes From Devxbhagavatapurana ^

The Kabhg* has inherited the episode of Rama's adoring
> _ —DevT at an inopportune time during SgradTya Ravaratra with a 

view to kill Ravana end regain Sita on the advice of Harads 
from the DevTbhagavats Purana (Dbh.) HI Adhyayas 27 and 30.

faksa's practising penance for three thousand divine 
years at the behest of Lord Brahma as mentioned in Mabhg.
(4.1-9) and his obtaining a boon from DevT to be born as his 
daughter (4.14-20ab) is a reflection of similar statement in 

the Dbh. VII.30-1-16 in which the sons of Brahma viz. sages 
Sanaka etc. and Daksa practise penance by repeating MayabT.ja 
for a lakh years and obtain the desired boon from BevT.

The Dbh. assigns a strange reason for Daksa*s enter­
taining envy of Lord 'feiva and SatT. Once upon a time sage 
Durvase visited the house of Daksa and handed over to Daksa on

V m

demand a divine garland obtained by him from MahadevT which
Daksa pieced on his bed and copulated with his wife on the bed
in the night. On account of this offence he became envious of
Siva and SatT. SatT burnt Her body created from Daksa by the
fire kindled by yoga afterwards to protect Her chastity VII.

-> ^30.29-37* The reason of Daksa's envying Siva and Satx as given
n

in Mabhg.(4.48-49;52) was SgtT's selecting Siva as Her husband in
Svayamvara which was a natural and logical reason. Thus the
Mabhg. has tided to improve upon the reasoning found in the Dbh.
9 ‘The referencesare cited from the KodavStta Press edition of DevTbhagavats with Marathi Translation "by Lele iSastrl h’ai, 

1902.
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Similarly the Mabhg. (50.14-15) explains the incarnation

of Kalsyapa as Vasudeva and that of Aditi bifurcating Herself as
DevakT as well as RohinT in the wake of the Dbh. However the

*

Dbh. states that Aaiti incarnated as DevakT on account of the
4,7-50curse of Biti to Her (IY.5J) and adds that another wife of Kasyapa

called Surabhi incarnated as Rohini on account of Ysruna’s curse
5-7to Kelyapa (IV.$, saTp. Thus the Mabhg. has improved upon the 

representation of Aditi's taking birth by bifurcating Herself as 
DevakT and RohinI as it was Aditi who had offended Biti and not

a

Surabhi.

Devi' PsrvatT1s showing Himalaya Her dreadful form 

encompassing the universe as stated in the Mabhg. 15.21-26 is a 
reflection of Devi's showing Her dreadful universal form to 

Himalaya and the gods as found in the Dbh. VII.33,a2.'3&Similarly 
Devi's showing Himalaya Her another beautiful form in the Mabhg. 

15.27-29 and still another such form in 15*54 is an echo of Devi's 
showing Her pleasing, beautiful form to the Himalayas and to the 
gods in the Dbh. VII, 33,53-5i£

The teaching of Devi to Himalaya as found in the Mabhg. 

15.58 to 16 and 18 has a faint general resemblance with the same 

as found in the Dbh. VII,34 and 37. However in details the 
teaching in both the Duranss differs considerably.

The Dbh* IV.1 states in short the torture that a soul 
experiences in mother's womb. That in the three worlds there is 

no greater hell than remaining in the womb in which the insects 
bite, the fire in the stomach burns and the soul is bound
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mercilessly in it. Taking bi,rth is also not without torture 
and the childhood is also not free from it. The Mabhg.17.4~51 
explains the embryonic state in details and the tortures in that 
state as well as in being born and in childhood in grown up state 
8nd again at death and 8dvises to give up desire to enjoy the 
sense objects and to discriminate between eternal self and 
transient sense object enjoyments and to devoutly worship Devi 
to get rid of transmigratory existence. Thus the said point 
briefly stated in the Dbh. is elaborated in the Mabhg.

As stated in the Dbh.IV.18-19* Lord Visnu expressed
_ >Bis own as well as Lord Brahma’s and Siva’s complete dependence 

on yogamaya as regards the removal of the burden of the earth
and advised all the gods and the earth to resort to that
yogamaya Bh^fyanesvarl Who appeared before them on their remember­
ing Her and promised them to implement their desire and advised
the gods to incarnate on the earth to assist Her in that venture.
The same incident is reiterated in the Mabhg. 49.38-68 and 
50.1-58 with 8 small change representing Lord Krsna as an 
incarnation of DevT and Lord Balarama and Arjuna as incarnations 
of Lord Visnu.

«s «.

Relevant Episodes From Lihgapurana 

The episode of Daksaygtjnavicihvansa :-

By way of satisfying the curiosity of the sages as
regards the birth of the great goddess for the first time and Her 
births as Sati* as well as Farvatf, Suta narrated to them the
episode first narrated by Lord Brahma to Sanatkumara, then by
10 The references cited are from LihgapurSna, J.L.Shsstri, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhii edited by Brof.
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Sanstkumara to VylTsa and thereafter by Vyasa to Suta as stated 
in Lingapurana, 99.L-5. lord BrahmS" after having seen the lord 
Ardhsnarfsvara (Rudra) eulogized Him by befitting eulogy and 
requested Him to divide Himself as the lord of the world as well 
as the body of the world (99»ll-12sb). Thereupon Lord Rudra 

procreated from the left side of His body an auspicious, ancient 
wife called Sraddha(99«12c^- 13ab)« The very same goddess

became Satf, the daughter of Daksa by the order of the almighty
*

and obtained Rudra as Her husbaDd (99* 13c<^-14ab). Daksa
s>

disrespecting Lord iiva on account of the curse of Warads began 

to perform a sacrifice. When SatT was convinced about that she 
burnt Her body resorting to the path of yoga at once and became 
Devi ParvstT on account of the penance of the lord of mountains 
(99.15 - IT85). After having come to know about the news of 

Ssti's abandoning Her body Lord Bharga burnt and desti-oyed the 
sacrifice. He destroyed it on account of the words of Cysvani, 
i.e. HadhTca, the son of Oyavana (99.1?C<3*-18). Lord Rudra 

excessively tormented by separation from Devi sent a Gans called 
Bhadra, who created from the hair on his body Geneses holding 
different weapons and mounted along with them a chariot to 
proceed to the sacrificial ground of Daksa (100. 3-5ab)« That 

ground was near Ganga’dvara called Kanakhala (100.7). Vlrabhadra 
entered that ground along with Ganeiss in a moment (100.11) and 
declared that he was sent by Lord Rudra to destroy Daksa*s

9

sacrifice and then destroyed it by the assistance of Ganesvaras 
(l00.12-23ab)« On seeing that the gods were defeated by 

Vfrabbadra, Lord Visnu began to fight with him. By His yogabal© 
Visnu created many beings possessing divine bodies and holding
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a conch, a discus, and a mace in their hands (100. 23°^ - 263^).

But VTrabhadra struck them with a mace and also struck Visnu
on His head and then on His chest* Thereupon Visnu fell down
unconscious (100.26C^ - 28al:t). Visnu on regaining consciousness

tried to hurl His discus towards VTrabhadra but Virabhadra
paralyzed it and cut off Visnu*s head by the bow-string of
Sgrngs (100. 28cd - 3l)» VTrabhadra struck Prajjapati Dhsrraa,

Kesy^pa, Aristanemi as well as Dakspa in their heads end chopped
off Bsksa’s head and burnt it in fire (100*35-37)* On lord 

*»
Brahma's request VTrabhadra became calm along with his followers 
(100.39C<^ - 42ak). At that time Lord §iva appeared in the 

atmospheric region and requested by Brahma supplied the segregated 
limbs of the gods to them and enlivened the dead and gave them 
different boons (100. 42C<^ - 468^). Lord ^iva arranged sportingly 

for another head for Daksa, whereafter he eulogized Lord Siva 
(100.46°^ - 48s*5). Lord iiva gave him different boons as also 
the leadership of the Genas (100.48c^ © 49ab). Then the gods 

as well as Lords Harsyans, -Brahma and the sages eulogized Lord 
Ruara whom H© favoured and disappeared (100. 49c<^- 51)*

In this account of Daksayajnavidhvamsa of Lingapurana,
there are some noteworthy peculiarities e.g. SraddhadevT*s
origin from the left side of Rudra's figure; Daksa's disrespecting
Lord £>iva on account of the curse of Harada; Vfrabhadra's
creating Genas from the hair on his body; Visnu*s creating many
beings possessing similar appearance and prowess by His
yogsbala; VTrabhadrs,s paralyzing Visnu*s discus and his eutcing
off Visnu s head by tAe bov/string of Sarnga; Lord Siva’s giving 

* *
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different boons to the enlivened dead and His arranging for

another head for Baksa (a goat's head is not specified).
«. 2

— — 11 Relevant Episodes Item Vayumahapursna

(Purvardham)

Sabi's Abandoning Her Body By Yogie Concentration on Fire

Suta narrated to the sages that the daughter of the 

ocean became the wife of PracTnabarhis who procreated^ ten sons

from Pracinabarhls called Pracetas. Among them Baksa, the son* **St

of Brahma wss born as a result of the curse of Lord Sankara in
JSf

Ceksuss Manvantara (50.36-37). On Sgmsapiyans’s desiring to
!>know about the birth of Baksa due to the curse of Lord Sankara

*>

in the former Cgksuss lineage, Suits narrated the anecdote of
tr> C

the curse of Sankara to Baksa (30.38-39).
e

Once upon a time Baksa invited his eight younger
f *

daughters to his house and adored them who remained in the bouse

of their father (30.40). Baksa did not invite his eldest
■&!

daughter named Sati who was the wife of Lord Sankara on account 

of his envy of Sankara (30.41). Sati came to know about Her 

sisters' going to Her father's house and Herself also went these 

even though uninvited (30.43). SstT desired to know from Baksa 

why Her younger sisters itfere adored disregarding Her who was 
the eldest and the best (30.44 - 459^). Baksa enraged at that 

replied Sabi that even though she was his best daughter deserving 

adoration yet the husbands of Her sisters were more dear to him

11 Chaturvedi Br.Vragamohan (ed.), The Vayupuransm, Kag 
Publishers, Belhi-7» 1983. *
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as they were superior to Lord Iryambaka in virtues, and were
more righteous, better cfcpcetics ancl knowers of Brahma (30.45cd
- 47). Daksa added that SatT was the body of Lord Sarva Who
was Her soul and to whom she was devoutly devoted. Consequently
Daksa did not adore Her as Lord Bhava was unfavourable to him 

*(50.49)* So said by Her father Devi angrily told him that since 
he censured Her who was not tainted by mind, speech or action 
therefore She had decided to abandon Her body that had been 
born from his body (30.51)* SatT enraged on account of that 
insult after having bowed down to Lord Mahellvara expressed Her 
desire to be born again with that lustrous body, and to attain 
the status of a lawful wife of Lord Lryambaka remaining a knower 
and a righteous one (30.52-53)* Then SatT sat there and brought 
Her mind under control and concentrated Her mind on fire, 
thereafter the fire increased by the wind produced by concentra­
tion on fire, came out from all Her limbs and burnt SatT to

Jashes (30.54-55)* Sankara came to know about the death of SatT 
and went there and came to know about the real dialogue between
the father and the daughter and became angry with Daksa and the

*

3 0sages. Sankara cursed the sages to be born in Vsivasvata 
manvantara without female organ of generation in His second 
sacrifice. He cursed Daksa to be born in the lineage of Caksusa

fe c «

Manu, as a Caksusa king called Daksa, a grandson of PraeTnsbsrhis
<» if <> v

and the son of Fracets (30.58,60-61aD). In the Vsivasvat
Manvantara the king of mountains Himalaya procreated from his
wife Mena SatTdevT with the change of name as Uml (30.70). She

0is the wife of Sankara as long as He remains in this world 
throughout the Manvst^ras (30.71C^e^)«
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Baksaya^ovidhvamsa :•

I'D the days of yore in the region of Himalaya called

Gangsdvara, Daksa began to perform a horse sacrifice (30.94)

in Valvasvata Manvantara. At that time the daughter of the

king of mountains Unis inquired of Lord Pasupati as to where the

gods must have gone (30.109). Thereupon Lord Kahesvara disclosed

to Uma that the gods have gone to participate in the horse

sacrifice of Daksa, the progenitor (30.110). Uma inquired of

Sankara about the reason for Sankara’s not going to participate
j tin that sacrifice (30.111). Sankara told iler that the gods 

have not arranged for His share in all the sacrifices (30.112). 
Uma was pained to know about the absence of Rudrs's share and 

desired to know what she should do in order that Her husband 

might get a share in sacrifices (30.116). Then Lord Sankara 

asked Uma to go and to see one whom He is going to create for
j

His share (30.121). Thereafter Lord Sankara crested a valiant 

and brilliant man possessing a giganbic size and holding weapons 

in his hands named Vlrabhadra from His mouth (30.122-136). He
3

requested Lord Sankara to order him to do his bidding (30.137). 

Lord Sankara ordered him to destroy the sacrifice of Dgkss
c

(3O.1380k). By him who considered himself to have come into

existence from the anger of DevT, the sacrifice of Daksa was

destroyed (30.139)* Daksa assuming the form of a deer tried
©

to escape in the sky. But Vfrabhadra pierced his head who was 

in the atmospheric region (30.156-157)* The progenitor Dskss 

who was kicked in the head by VTrabhedra and who was weakened
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by old ago fell down on the ground (30.153). VTrabhadra tied 
with the fetters named Aj^nibela all the thirty-three crores of 
gods (30.159)• When eulogized by the gods as a deity Rudra, 
VTrabhadra disclosed his identity as VTrahbadra who had been 
born from the anger of Lord Rudra and had come there for the 
destruction of the sacrifice of Daksa. He also told them that 
the goddess accompanying him was BhadrakalT who had been born 
from the anger of UmgfdevT. VTrabhadra advised Daksa to seek 
the protection of Lord Umapati (30.160, 163-165)- Thereupon 
Daksa meditated upon Lord Rudra (30.170). An of a sudden Lord 
Mabesvara came out from the altar and smilingly asked Daksa as
to what he desired Him to do (30.171, 1739*5)* Thereupon Daksa 

Lord Mshesvara to give him a boon that the provisions 
accumulated by him with great effort throughout a long period 
of time that were eaten, drunk end destroyed by Him may not be 
futile (30.176-177)• Lord Hare granted Daksa the said boon

tv

L.(30.17890). Then Daksa eulogized Lord Kara by a eulogy containing
<p

eight thousand names (30.179). Stanzas 180 to 284 of Adhyaya 30 
contain the eulogy of Lord Siva by Daksa.

The account of the destruction of Daksa*s sacrifice 
as found in the Vayupurana differs from the account of the same 
episode as found in Kabhg.

As stated in the Vayupurana Harvardha Adhyaya 30 Daksa,
• c tt

the progenitor, the son of Brahma insulted Sat! as she was the 
wife of Lord Bhava who was unfavourable to him. Setr the daughter 
of Daksa, unable to bear Her insult by Daksa burnt Herself to
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ashes by the fire increased by the wind produced by intense

contemplation on fire in Her limbs (30.5*1-55). This is shown

briefly in Vgyupurahs while in Srlmadbhagsvata IV.-4.24-27 it

is described in details how BatT raised the wind from solar

plexus and placed it in the heart. Then from there she raised

it to the throat and further in the middle of the eye-brows.
j

Then meditating intensely on Siva, Her husband, she concentrated

on wind and fire in Her limbs. _Thus the yogic process is

referred to in Briinadbhagavata resorting tc which SatT burnt

Herself to ashes. According to Hehabbagavatapur ana Sat I" created

ChayssatT resembling Her form in a moment and ordered Her to

oppose Daksa's views and to enter into the sacrificial fire on

hearing the- censure of ISiva by Daksa and to destroy the
6

sacrifice (9*55“598^) which order she carried out in toto.

Moreover according to Vayu, Set! is shown as getting 

enraged as Daksa had censured Her VJho was untainted by mind,
- tf

speech or action and consequently' she decided to abandon Her 

body (30.51)* Sankara came to know about the death of Soti 

and about the dialogue between Her and Daksa and became angry

with I!akS3 and the sages. Budra cursed Daksa to be born in bbe
*

lineage of Caksusa ffenu, as a Caksusa king called Daksa, a
*, t- o t*

grandson of PraeTnabarhis and the son of Praceta (30.60-61®b).
%

In the Vaivasvata Womantars, the reborn Caksusa king Daksa, 

who was Daksa, the 3on of Brahma in the previous birth began to 

perform a horse sacrifice in Oangadvara (30.9*0* Bma the wife
j

of Siva and daughter of Himavst expressed Her despair before
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Siva about the absence of Kudra’s share in Dgksa's sacrifice
«•

(50.112, 116). Thereupon Rudra created VTrsbhsdra from His 

mouth (50.122) and ordered him to destroy the sacrifice of 
Dakss (50.1589b).

According to Vayu', Vlrbhadra kicked Baksa in his 

head who was running away through the sky and made him fall 

dm-m on the earth weakened due to old age (50.158). When Dskss 

and the gods tried to pacify VTrabhadra, he advised ha less to 

seek the protection of Lord Umapati. Thereupon Baksa meditated 

upon phe Lord Who appeared before him and gave him his desired 
boon (50.17JU 17?-178eb)» Then Dakss eulogized Lord Siva by 

a eulogy containing eight thousand names (50.179). The said 

eulogy of Siva is contained in stanzas 180-284 (i.e. 104 stanzas 

only) of Adhyaya 50 which can contain only one thousand names 

and not eight thousand names as stated in 50.179. Tn imitation 

of the above statement of eulogizing Lord Siva by eight thousand 

names by Baksa there is a statement of king Bhagiratha’s
c

$
eulogising Lord Siva by eight thousand names in FtaDhg.T'u.66.55* 

But in the subsequent Adhyaya 67 stazas 1 to 125 only contain
J"

one thousand names of Lord Siva as clearly stated in stanza 

126 as well as in the colophon to the same Adhyaya.

The account of Daksayaonavidhvamsa as found in

Vayup

destruction of Dakss1 s sacrifice duriner his second birth while
*

it retains the self-immolation of Sabi during his first life 

against the agreement of other puranas regarding the successive

urana appears to be confusing as it refers to the
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occurrence of both the happenings in the very first life of 
Daksa. BevT Uma is shown as the wife of Lord Siva at the time 
of the destruction of Laksa’s sacrifice - which is another

a

deviation from the account generally found in Puranos.

Gafligavatarana episode

— __Influence of Valmlki Rgmsyans and Srlmsdbhsgavata on
Mabhg,

jSnraadbhagavata IX. 9.1-15 contain a very brief account, 
of the austerities of Arasumen, DilTpa and BhagTratha for- 
propitiating the Ganges in order to bring Her on the earth to 
release their forefathers, the sixty thougand sons of Sagara 
burnt to ashes by sage Kapils. At last BhagTratha could obtain 
the vision of the goddess Gangs Whom he requested to come to 
the earth and to release his forefathers (IX.9.2C<^~3) • Gsnga 

asked BhagTratha that somebody should bear Her velocity ivhile 
Her falling down otherwise She would pierce the earth and would 
go to Rasatala (IX.9*4). Gangs also posed a 
BhagTratha as to where She would wash the sin washed in Her 
current by men (IX.9.5). thereupon BhagTratha told Her that 
pious, calm, good persons attached to Brahman who sanctify the 
world would remove the sin thrown in Her by the people as Lord 
Bari the destroyer of sins remains in them (IX.9.5). BhagTratha 
pointed out to Gangs" that Lord Rndra would bear Her speed 
(IX.9.7). Ihen BhagTratha propitiated Lord Sudra who bore in 
His matted hair Ganga" x^hose waters were sanctified by the foot of 
Lord Hari (IX.9.8-9)* BhagTratha riding a cberiot lead Gaftga
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following him to the place where the ashes'of bis forefathers 
were lying. By the holy touch of the waters of Gangs with the 
ashes those forefathers went to heaven (IX.9.10-13)*

Mabhg. has elaborated this episode in four Adhyayas 
68-71« For details see chapter VIII under Gengadevi. The 
account of Gangsvatarana is also found in VSlmiki Rameysna 
(Gxts Press ed.) 1.42; 43 with minor difference e.g. BhagTratba 
propitiated lord Brahma and got a boon from Him who also 
advised Bhaglratha to propitiate Lord Rudra who would bear 
Gafegs on His head and instructed Gangs as to what She should do 
I,42.12-25* The remaining account is practically similar in 
Valmiki Ramayana 1.43 from which Mabhg. must have inherited and 
elaborated.

The Episode of Vrtravadha

The origin of the Vrtravadhs myth is to be traced in the
12tcRjSgveds. As put by Hscdonell exhilarated by Som^ and generally 

escorted by the Msruts Indra enters upon the fray with the chief 
demon of drought, most frequently called by the name of Vrtra, 
the obstructor and also very often styled ahi the ’Serpent or 
’Dragon’. Heaven and earth tremble with fear when Indra strikes 
Vrtra with his bolt (l.SO^; 2.11^; 6.17^) even Tvastr who forged
& ^ o

the bolt trembles at Indra’s anger (X.80^)”. Indra shatters
Vrtra with his bolt (l.32;?.61^;10.89^) • References to this 

0

conflict with Vrtra and the release of the waters are exrremely 

12 $ Vedie Mythology ,h%cdone11 A. A.,/ Strassburg, 1897, P.58.
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frequent in the RV. The changes on the myth are rung throughout 
the whole of one hymn (1.80). Another deals with the details 
of the Vrtra fight (1.32)^. Owing to the importance of the 

Vrtre myth the chief and specific epithet of Indra is Vrtrahan,
*Vrtra-slayer*. It is applied about 70 times to him in the 
RV.14

The one greatest battle of the war-god indra was i\?ith 
Vrtra (Mbh.5.109-13)« Belonging to the pseudoepic is the 

account of Vrtra*s conversion to the Vlsnuites his experiences 

after defeat and attainment of yoginhood, together with the gitam 
or song composed by the "Daitya Vrtra" which astonished even the 
late pietist (Mbj^.12.282.1). Vrtra is described as five hundred 

leagues high and three hundred round ibid. 282.8; as yogin ibid. 
281.59 and as having stupified Xndra. The battle between bbe 

two becomes typical of ell remarkable duels, Vrtravasavayorive 

(Mbh.2.23.25; R.6.58.48; ibid. 100. 31 etc.). As Vrtra is oS 
Brahmsnic family, his. slaughter is regarded as "priest-murder", 

and the personification of the crime came out of his dead body 
wearing a garland of skulls and stuck to Indre1* (Kbh.12.283.13). 
Indra* a si.n was removed by a horse sacrifice, and the sin was 

divided among rivers for four rain-months, earth, women during 

three days, and fourth among those who kill harmless priests 'with 
a lie 16(R.?.86.16).

13 Ibid. P.59
14 Ibid. P.60
15 Hopkins E.¥., Epic, Mythology, Strassburg, 1915, P.129*
16 Ibid. P.132.
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The Vrtravadha episode in Sksndapuiyins

Tvasta became angry on account of Indra's killing
%* o

his son and practised penance and received a boon from Lord 
BrahmF that he would get a son who would be a terror to the gods. 
(1.1,16.49-528D)* On account of the boon a man called Vrtrs 
was born, who increased a hundred bows daily. The demons came 
out from the nether regions and Joined him. The gods and the 
sages were tormented by Vrtra and hence they lodged a complaint

a Iagainsb Vrtra before Brahma (l .1.16.52c<^~56). grahma’ told them

that Vrtra was created for their destruction and advised them
♦

to try to kill him (l.1 .IS.57-59a*3) • Some’"'how Brahms’ could 

persuade Indra who was afraid of Brahmahstya to beg from sage 
PadhTca, his bones (1*1.16.65-76s*5) * The gods begged DadhieT 
to hand oyer his tones in order to prepare weapons for the 
destruction of bhe demons (1.1.16,89). The sage complied with 
their request and abandoned his body by mystic trance and went 
to Brahmeloks (1.1.16.90,94-95).

The gods called for Sursbhi (heavenly cow) and asked 
bo lick the body of the sage whereupon she did it and made the 
body devoid of flesh. The gods seized those tones of the sage

and prepared different weapons from them. The thunder bolt1
was created from his back-bone and the missile Brahma sires was 
created -Prom the bone of his head. From other bones the ^ods 
shaped different weapons and they prepared the noose from his 
arueries (1.1.17.2-5). Suvarca, the wif@ of the sage saw the 
dead body of her husband on coming there and became angry and 
cursed the gods to be devoid of progeny (1.1.17*7-95. Thereafter
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she gave up her body by mystic trance and joined her husband
in heaven (l.1.17.15e^~14) . The gods equipped with weapons and

missiles fathered together around Indra. 1’he gods came to the 
o

jfMadhyadesa inhere they were confronted by Vrtra and the host of 
demons (1.1.17.15-17). In the fight between the gods and the 
demons Indra hurled His thunderbolt towards NaaucT but it could 

not harm him. His other weapons also failed to injure him.
Then there was heard a voice from the air advising Indra to 
kill Natnucf by tbe foam of the ocean. Indra did accordingly and 
Killed NetnucT (1.1.17.25, 27-32, 3,4ca~55,48). After the fell 

of NansucT, Vrtrs ran towards Indra (1.1.17.52). Brhespati 

advised Indra to worship I>rd Sadasivs in the form of a 

linge at the time of dusk on Saturday cn the thirteenth of the 
bright half of the K$rtiks (1.1.17.59-60). l?rom stanzas 75 to 89b j
the eulogy of Lord Siva which contains salutations to His

>different names is given. Lord SatakrqHru did the bidding of 
His preceptor and then faujgfifc with Vrtrs (1.1.17*136-157). Lord 

Siva advised Indra to strike Vrtra when He would find his 
vulnerable point or fault (1.1.17.202). Tndrs defected s weak 

point of Vrtra whose merit was exhausted by sleeping at the 
dusk (1.1.17.211-213). In the fight even though god Purandara 

was swallowed by Vrtra along with His elephant, He could come ■ 
out from the belly of Vrtra after tearing it who had died 
(1.1.17.261, 265Ccl-266).

The Mahabhagavats briefly narrates the episode of 
Vrtrsvadha mentioning that the demon Vrtra conquered all the 
gods and himself became Indra as a result of Brahma’s boon(60.S)
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and assumed the authority of th,e Sun, the Moon, the fire, 
wind, Kubera and yama forcibly (60.6). By the suggestion 
of Brhespati Indrs prayed Lord Brahma" and came to know that 
He had determined the death of Vrtra by the great missile
fashioned from the bones of sage DadhTci at the hands of 
Indra (60,7-8). Then Indrs Himself went to sage DadhTci and 
briefly narrated to him their deplorable plight and requested 
him to save them from the ocean of miseries (60.9ab,13-16).

With a feeling of sharne Indra disclosed to Badhici that He had 
approached him to bring to his notice that destiny had 
determined Vrtra's death by no other means except by the missiles 
made from the bones of DpdhTci and that He had approached him 
for the said purpose (60.18-19). DadhTci thereupon remarked 
that the body of one which is utilized for the pleasure of 
others is blessed as this body is transient whereas righteousness 
is eternal and conveyed his decision to give up his body 
(60.24). This is exactly as it is found in Sbh. VI,10.7-10.
Then the sage abandoned his brilliant body by resorting to 
yoga and obtained salvation in front of Indra.

influence of Sbh. on Mabhg. as regards this incident 
is evident.

Indra censured Himself and other gods sighing for 
sometime and then collected those bones respectfully and got 
prepared different sorts of missiles from them (60.25-27). In 
the ensuring fight between Kim and Vrtra, Indra killed Vrtra

o *

by those missiles thunderbolt etc. (60.29). Thus Indra incurred 
a sin of killing a brahmin (60.30a^).
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In order to avert that sin of BrahmahatysT Indra consulted 
the sages who opined that sage DedhTci was freed while still 
alive (JTvanmukts) and had gone to heaven of his own will so 
complete Brahmahatya" had not arisen on the part of Indra (61.4-6). 
On their advice Indra performed A'svamedhayajffa to avert the 
partial Brahmahatya" (61.7-10).

Up to the performance of Asvamedhya by Indra the Msbhg. 
is imitating Sbh. episode (VI.13.19-20). Thereafter it differs 
from it in order to propagate Saktism.

Indra*s sin of Brahmicide-fiomoved by the Vision of Kiti

Once upon a time sage Narad© visited Indra and told him 
in the assembly of gods that even though He had performed the 
sacrifice still Brahmahatya persisted and advised Him to try to 
avert it (61.11-12). On Indra*s requesting him to let Him know 
as to what he should do to avert the sin Harada asked Him to 
approach His preceptor Gautama and to do his bidding (61.14-16).

On Indra’s approaching Gautama He was told that BadhTci 
was not an ordinary brahmin, he was one freed while still alive 
and also as it were another lord of the universe. Hence the sin 
committed by his killing was most dangerous whieh cannot be 
averted by the performance of Asvatnedha (61.28-29). Gautama 
advised Indra to see MehakaIT for removing the sin and to search 
out Her abode and approach Her (61.30,38°^-39)• Gautama advised 

Indr© to first approach Lord Brahma Who might hardly be knowing 
it but who would help to find out Her abode (61.40-41). Then Indra
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went to Brahmaloka, saw Lord Brahma and told Him what was told 
by Gautama, Who expressed His ignorance about the place of 
residence of BevT Kali (61,44cd-46). Brahma however, assured 

Indra that He would try to find out Kill’s residence and started 
for Vaikunths along with Indra following (61.51i 53-54)* Both

t j

of them saw Lord Tisnu there Whom Indra informed sbout the words
t *

of Gautam. On hearing that Lord Visnu also expressed His 
ignorance sbout Kill's residence and added that Lord Mahesvara 
knew it and joined them to approach Him (61.65;62.2-6)• All 
the three gods approached Siva Whom Visnu informed in details 
about the purpose of their visit (62.12-17)* Then all the four 
gods went to the city of Kalika and being wonderstruck wandered 
around it remaining outside of it for long foregetting the 
purpose of visit (62.22,26-27)*

The YoginTs who had come there to pluck flowers per 
chance inquired of Them about the purpose of Their visit to whom 
They informed their intention to see Devi KalT (65*1-2). They 
also stated that They were deluded by the Mahemaya and hence they 
forgot the matter in hand (63.4). They got down from Their 
vehicles and saluted the banner of the goddess and then entered 
the city (63*12-13)* As per the order of EalT the three great 
gods were allowed to enter Her city in the beginning (63*26).
The Trinity saw 3)evT KaliT in the temple accompanied by Mehakala 
ISiva on Her right hand side (63*33)* The description of the 
goddess is aweinspiring (63*28-32). Lord Siva merged into 
Mahakila and then both SaefaJiva and KalT disappeared from the
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vision of the two greet gods who eulogised Devi (63.58c<i-41; 

44-5!)* hearing the eulogy, Devi was pleased and appeared 
before Them along with Mahakats from Whom Sankara came out and 
informed Devi that Indra had also come to see Her Who was waiting 
outside the city gate (63.52-54-)* Kelx advised Sankara to give 
Indra some dust of Her inner apartments by which the remainder 
of His sin would be destroyed and then to bring Him into Her 
presence (63.57-60). Then Indra prostrated before the goddess 
at every step in the house and reached the door of the temple 
and saw the mother of the three worlds and eulogized Her (63*

«k .62-65 ). Then all of Thera bowed down to Her again and went to
their respective places (63.65C<^-660^). This anecdote is peculiar 

to Mabhg. which emphasizes the splendour of Devi Kill.

j. _Vrtravadha In Srimad-bhagaveta

When the three heads of Visvarupa were segregated by 
Indra, Brshmahatya stuck to Indra for one year. Thereafter He 
distributed it to the earth, trees, women and waters (VI.9.4-10). 
Tvssta whose son was killed performed a sacrifice to produce a 
son who would kill Indra, Then from the sacrificial fire arcs© 
a gigantic terrifying person called Vrtra (VI.9.11-18). The 
gods attacked him with their divine weapons but he swallowed 
them all (VI.9*19). Then the wonderstruck gods sought the 
protection of Lord Visnu by eulogizing Him (VI.9.20-27). Then 
Lord Visnu appeared before the gods whom they eulogized again 
(VI.9.28-30 and 31-45). Lord Visnu advised Indra to approach 
sage Dadhysnca and to beg from him his body which was the essence
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of lores, vows and Austerities (VI.9.51)• Visnu assured Indra 
that Dadhyanca would surely give them his limbs by means of 
which Visvakarma would prepare a weapon by which Indra would 
cut off Vrtrs’s head (VI,9.5$). When the gods supplicated the 
sage, be pointed out that the self was very dear to all desirous 
to continue to live and hence who would be prepared to give it 
to even begging Visnu (VI,10.2-4), Thereupon the gods stated 
that for persons taking pity on the creatures whose deeds are 
praiseworthy and whose names are meritorious like him there was 
nothing which was difficult to be abandoned (VI.10.5)« Then 
the sage agreed to give up his body with the remark that a person 
who possesses a transient body if he does not desire righteousness 
or fame thereby out of compassion for creatures is fit to be 
mourned oven by the immovable (VI,10,7-10)» The sage joined 
his soul with the highest Brahman and resorting to the highest 
yoga controlling his eyes, mind, intellect and vital airs 
abandoned his body (VI,10.11-12)• Indra weilded the thunderbolt 
prepared by Viivakai‘ra£ from the portion of the skull of the sage 
and surrounded by the gods attacked Vrtra on the bank of Narmada 
in the first age which was to give way to Treta (VI.10,13-16).
In the ensuing fight Indra cut off the hands of Vrtra by the

o

thunderbolt (VI,12.3*25)• Then Vrtra swallowed Indra along with
©

His vehicle, the elephant (VI.12.27-29)• But Indra pierced the 
belly of Vrtra with the thunderbolt and came out and cut off 
the head of the enemy (VI,12.32). Then Indra was chased by 
Brahmahatya. Indra entered the lake Manasa In the north-eastern 
direction and remained unnoticed in the fibre of lotus stalk for



191
1

a thousand years (¥1.13.10-15) • 3?hen the Brahmarsis approached 

Indra and initiated Him in the horse sacrifice by the performance 

of which the sin of Brahmshatya committed by Indra by killing 

Vrtra was averted (VI.13,18-21).
o

Vamana's Begging the Barth Coverable by Three Steps From Bali :~

Once upon a time the demon king Beli, the son of 
Virocans who practised righteousness snatched away the three 
worlds from the king of gods as stated in Mabhg. (65.1). Aditi, 

the mother of the gods became miserable on that account and 
prayed to lord Visnu (65*2). When Lord Visnu pleased by Aditi's 

penance appeared before her, Aditi requested Him to handover 
the kingdom snatched away by Bali to Indra (65.3-4), Lord Visnu 

told Aditi that Bali was unfit to be killed by Him, as he was a 

Scion in the lineage of Prablada and was also His devotee who 
used to practise righteousness (65.5). However Lord Visnu 

promised Aditi that He would be born from Kasyapa through Her In 
the form of a Dwarf (Vsmans) and vrould snatch away the three 
worlds by begging and would hand them over to Vasava (Indra) by 
trickery (65*6). At the proper time Aditi gave birth to a 

handsome Dwarf son characterised by all auspicious marks and 
endowed with a beautiful lotus-like face (65.9). In Skandapjurana 

in keeping with the advise of Acsrys Sukra Bali began to 
perform a hundred Asvomedha sacrifices in order to become Indra 
(1*1.18.150-15*0 ♦ Compare ^rTmadbha^avata VIII.15.32-56. He 

completed 99 sacrifices. When the hundredth sacrifice was going 
on Vimena approached him (1,1,18.156,164ab, 165, 173-174). On &' 

Bali's asking Vamana to beg for the required extent of earth,
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Vamsna begged the e^rth measurable by three steps (1.1.13.191, 
196-197)* In Kobhg. there is no mention of Bali's being engaged 
in performing Asvsmedba sacrifice.

Once Vamans approached Bali and begged from Him the
earth measurable by three steps (65*lQ-llaD). The king Bali
insisted upon Vamsna to beg something more like an island or a
continent or a village or half of it and assured Him that he
would surely give Him (65*11° -12). Bali reminded Vamans that
a little alms-giving destroyed the reputation of the giver and
hence his mind was not inclined to give Him very little (65*13)*

> _Compare SrTmsdbhagavata VIII.19.16-17> 19-20; 25-27* Vamans 
replied that Bali was not concerned with what He desired and 
insisted upon his giving Him whatever He had demanded and 
assured him that it would not spread his infamy (65*14)* Vgmana 
assured Bali that he would earn great unparalleled reputation 
by giving Him the earth measurable by three steps (65.15)* The 
counsellors of Bali advised him to give by way of alms the 
desired object of Vamans as the alms which satisfied the receiver 
would be fruitful and would bring glory (65*17)* On their advice 
Bali took in his hand sesamum seeds and kusagrass in order to 
declare his mental resolve for alms-giving (65.18). The 
preceptor of the demons intervened and asked the king to carefully 
listen to him. He revealed to Bali the real identity of the 
suppliant viz. Lord Jansrdsna in the form of Bwarf Brahmin. Acarya
J*sukra also disclosed to him that Vamana’s begging the earth 
measurable by three steps again and again was for the benefit of 
Indrs (65*19-21). The sage further advised the king that if he
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were to give him His desired object then He would snatch-away

the three worlds in order to bend them over to Indre (65*22).
> _ _Compare Srimedbhagavata VIII.19.30-45)* On Bali's expressing a 

doubt as to how Visnu would take ©way the three worlds by
* o

trickery from him to hand over them to Indra (65*23)* Bhrgu 
explained it in so many words tsfepfe that there wee nothing that 
could not be accomplished by Visnu who always protected the 
interest of the gods and that the Dwarf was the same Lord Visnu 
born from Aditi by His supernatural power* who begged earth from 
Bali (65*24-25). Sage Bhrgu insisted upon Bali that if he desired 

to rule over the three worlds* he should not give Him the earth 
(65*26). Breaking one's own promise given to another was 

considered to be a great sin. Hence -Bali was reluctant to break 
his promise given to Vamana, Inspite of his preceptor's forbidding 
him to do so again and again (65.27-28). Compare ^rTmadbhaeravata 

VIII,20.3-4. On the contrary Bali considered it to be his great 
fortune in case if the suppliant were Lord Visnu Himself in the 
form of a Dwarf begging the three steps (65.30,32). Bali retorted 

to bis preceptor that s person performing a rite for the pleasure 
of Visnu xtfould never he drammed (65.33)* Bali declared his

* oresolve to give the earth measurable by three steps to the Brahmin 
(65.34)o Then the king gave it to Visnu for the sake of His

6 O

pleasure (65*35). Visnu in the form of a Dwarf blessed Bali by 

the word "Swasti" and then assumed the form of the universe having 

three feet (65*36)*
> - „ jIn Srxmad-Bhagavata VIII.20.14-15 Acarya Sukra curses 

Bali for disregarding his advice to be deprived of his royal
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prosperity. After Bali's washing Vamena's feet and ceremoniously 

agreeing to give the earth measurable by three steps to Vamsna,

H© increased his form and covered up the whole universe VIII. 
20.16~>g3Sk» By the first stride H© covered up the whole earth 

of Bali and by the second stride H© covered up heaven. As a 

result thgife remained no place for the third stride VIII,20. 
33C<^“34ak* Thus in "Bbh. three strides are mentioned which are 

also mentioned in other puranas. In Mabhg. only one stride is 

mentioned.

One of His feet touched the end of the Brahmsnds, while 

it was raised up and the creator in order to worship Visnu's 

foot poured the water from his water pot on the toe of Visnu. 

Thus the Ganges, the destroyer of all sins in the form of x-zater 
came to reside thereon (65*37-33). Compere irTmadbhagsvata 

VIII.21.3—4. Visnu after touching the head of Bali by His foot

told him as if Visnu had committed an offence (65*39). Visnu
O O w *

asked Bali to consider that his three xvorlds were deposited as 

it were then with Sakra (Indra) and advised him to go to Patala 

along with Dgnavas (65*40). Visnu promised B©li to regain the
Of(r j

sovereignty of the three worlds by becoming the king of gods 
under the rulership of the eighth Manu (65*41). After having 

heard the words of Visnu king Bali along with all the Asuras
4> 0*

prostrated before Him and went to PStSla (65*4^}. Compare 
^rrmadbhlgavats VIII,22.28,31-35 and 23*3-4. Lord Visnu also

a t,

went to His abode and Gangs’ the sanctifier of the world remained 

in His foot (65*43).
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Thus it appears that this episode of Vamana's begging 
the earth measurable by three steps from Bell, as found in f-labhg. 
is an abstract from the same found in Sbh.

Relevant Episodes From Skanda Purina :-
«/

Unassailable Tarskasura :-

1'he sages asked Suta to narrate how the highest power 
of Lord Mahesa was united with Him again after taking birth after 
Sati’s self-immolation in Dsksa's sacrifice (l.l,20.16-1?). By 
way of a reply Suta narrated that after self immolation of 
LSksaysnT, Lord Siva practised severe penance (1,1.20.19). In 
the meanwhile some demons were born through nescience when Bali 
was bound by Visnu and they created a* rebellion against Indrs

* O

Cl.1.20.24-253^). Lemon Tarska, the son of ffamucl propitiated 

Brahma" who appeared before him and asked him to choose a boon 
(1.1.20.27-28). Thereupon Taraka requested Brahma to make him 
invincible and immortal Brahma pointed out to him that a born 
creature must necessarily die and hence the immotality of Taraka 
cannot be attained (l.1.20.30-528^). Lord Brahma gave Taraka 

the boon that he would be invincible by all except a small child 
(1.1.20.33). In the battles between Tareks and the gods, the 
gods became victorious by resorting to Lord Visnu again and again. 
But when Visnu went to Petals along with Bali, the gods could not 
resist demon Taraka. Then the gods approached Brahma and requested 
Him to protect them from the demons (1.1.20.36-37, 38°^, 40®^).

At that time a voice from the air was heard which consoled the
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gods and Informed them that when lord Siva's son would be born,
He would slay the demon Taraka. The gods were also asked to 
adopt such ways and means which would lead to the acceptance of 
a bride by Lord llsmbhu (l .1.20.40C<^—43S^) • Thereafter the gods 

under the leadership of Brhaspati approached Himalaya and told 
Him all that was conveyed by the voice from the air (1.1.20. 
45-46, 55°°)* Thereupon Himalaya advised the gods to search 
out a bride fit for becoming Siva's consort (1.1.20.57)* But the 
gods reguested Himalaya to procreate a girl for the sake of lord 
Siva.(l.1.20.58). Mena the wife of Himalaya disliked to 
procreate a girl as she was considered a cause of misery (1.1.20. 
64) .

The Episode of ParvatTjanma

But Himalaya persuaded her for the same as it would 
result in enlivening others i.e. gods (1.1.20.66). Thereafter' 
Mena bore the great goddess in her womb (1.1.20.67). At the 
proper time^the goddess Giri.ja was born (1.1.20.71).

The goddess ParvatT began to grow up day by day and 
reached the eighth year. Thereafter Eimavan accompanied by 
ParvatT went to see lord Siva, practising Penance (1.1.21.1-5)*

_ jWhen Himavan expressed his desire to daily visit Lord Siva for
paying respect along with ParvatT, lord Siva instructed him to
come alone keeping his daughter at home (1.1.21.11-15)* On
hearing His words the dismayed ParvatT opposed Siva's forbidding

_ j>Her to come there to see -Lord Siva who was satisfied by Her 
arguments and permitted the goddess Girija to serve Him daily
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(1,1.21.16-24), Accordingly Himavan and Girija daily came to

see Lord Siva (1,1.21.32 ), The gods were worried because of
the delay in the union of Lord Wphesa and Girija (l .1.21.3^°^ *35fk) »

$e,-j\Jf Jfrr C Wp i A ojUc i v^-vr, &(y <x.f f'-rc^.c U.eJ
On the advise of Brhaspati, Indra^in His assembly along with

Rati and Madhava (1.1.21.36-39)*

The Episode of Msdanadahana in Skandspuraha :-

The gods directed Madans (cupid) to approach Lord 

Mahesa in order to unite Him with PsrvatT (1.1.21.46). Thus 

revested cupid immediately v?ent to the place of ISiva’s penance 

accompanied by celestial damsels (1.1.21.47)* On account of the 

presence of cupid the atmosphere of the spring season spread 

all around eventhough it was not its proper time (1.1.21.33-57).

In the meanwhile cupid, the wielder of a bow placed five an^ows 

on the bow and made Lord Sembhu His target (l.l.21.59-60su).

Just then goddess Girins, the mother of the world approached there 

accompanied by Her friends for the Lord's worship. She placed

a garland of flowers made of gold in the neck of Lord Kilaksntha
* *

3
and stared at Lord Siva with Her eyes wide open and with Her

smiling face. At that time cupid shot the arrow called Mob^na

by which Lord Sembhu was pierced and opened His eyes gradually.

Thereupon He saw the goddess Girina with smiling face, slander
body, enchanting and fascinating the x-xorld (l .1.21.62-66®^). On

Her sight god Bhava became enamoured and thought with dejected mind

about the reason why He was so enamoured evert when He was practising
i

penance (1.1.21.68-70sb). He tried to search out the person who 

had done such an unpleasant deed by gazing in all the directions 

and found out cupid x^ith His bow turned circular and about to
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pierce Him (l.l.21.70°^-728^). Before Wadena could piece another

arrow on his bow he was angrily seen by Lord Mahesa with His third
eye and consequently became encircled by series of flames of fire
all around atonce, Ebe on-looking gods loudly lamented for cupid
(1.1.21V5 -73) • 2?he gods eulogized Lord Siva and disclosed to Him
that cupid was sent by them for the accomplishment of their
objective and stressed that he was their benefactor and hence was
fife to be protected by j^im. ?hey pointed out to ]F)im that the
whole- world would be destroyed without him (l.1.21.74,80). After

>having burnt cupid Lord Siva left the mountain angrily and became 
invisible. On seeing cupid burnt and also on seeing the 
disappearance of the Lord and on hearing the lamentations of Rati, 
the goddess with tears in Her eyes and with Her mind tormented 
thought how to bring Rudra under Her control (1.1.21.99-101).

I'he incident of Madanadahana is again briefly referred 
to in Skendapurstoa 1.2.24,4c<^-49 in which Lord 'feiva consoles 

lamenting Rati by saying that her husband would do everything 
needed at the time of sporting even though himself without body 
and that she would obtain him in the form of the son of Lord 
Vasudevs•

Lord Brahma narrates briefly to goddess P.atrT the
jincidents of Laksa s giving Ssti to Lord Siva and Her giving up

Her body on account of Her insult by Haksa, the destruction of
Deksa's sacrifice by Rudra, DevT's second birth as the daughter 

*•
of Himalaya, Her attaining Lord Siva as a husband after practising 
penance along with Lord ^i*va and then begetting a son capable to 

slay fsrakssura in Skanda 1.2.22.41-50 as also refers to the
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birth of Parvati bo &ena in 1*2,22.69. On lens’s asking Uirsda 
about Parvshi1 & husband he narrated his c bo roe t o r i s t i c s which 
were not pleasing* at first sight in 1.2.23.35 sad then on Himalaya's

3inquiring disclosed him to be lord Siva 1♦2,23.55-59.

3 ~3 _Siva and Sive Practised i'ansnce to Obtain lack Other :~

After burning cupid lord Siva egsin practised penance 
on the peak of the mountain Hitasleya after applying the arhes of 
cupid on His body Rabhg.1.(24.l~23b)• Goddess PFrvati also 
practised penance on lisioloyo (Webby«P.24.2co) • 1'bus Sembhu

_ _ v3 okeeping in view Devi end Devi keeping in view lord Sonkora, 
practised pearnce for three thousand years (24.3),

According to Skando Duran a 1.1*21 »140~146al?, goddess 

Psrvati practised severe penance for one thousand divine years.

3 _ „lord Siva was conquered by the penance of Parvsti end
3 _ _hence 3ivs gave up mystic trance and went to Fsrvati la the form 

of a young BrshmecSrlo, Stands P.1.1.22.39-^2.

In Kabhg.P. 24.4-11, Lord Sembhu Himself approaches Devi
Fsrvati after a lopso of three thousand years and requests lirveti
to @ive up penance and to ecroloy Hi® in Her service as He was^ 
poYcbased by Hex by means o? 'Ifenance* t^bxeoveT Lofd Swap tormented by the mind bom one in His body one that sfco should ^

confessed
deliver him from the ocean of lust. lixxt He

UXvJb
_ _ 3Thus request®2 Porvati advised Lord Siva through Her 

friend to convey, Uis intention to Her father through on intelligent 
person to roaTpry Her (24,12-14).
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In the Stands P.1.1.22.73~83» Lord Siva gave up Pis 
Brahmscarl form and appeared in His own form before Psrvsti and 
asked Her to choose a boon. Thereupon ParvatT reminded Siva that 
she was the daughter of Hsksa in Her former birth who had been
born again from Mena for the sake of procreating a son capable 
to destroy Taraka and hence Lord Siva should approach Himalaya 
and request him to get ParvatT married to Him by Himalaya in 
keeping with the nuptial rites (1.1.22.84-91).

a jIn the Mabhg.P. 24.23° -51• Lord Saabhu remaining on a 
peak of the mountain remembered the sages MarTci etc. who appeared 
before Him suddenly and requested Lord ISiva to let them know the 
purpose of remembering them. Thereupon Lord Stva disclosed His 
intention to get married for the sake of procreating progeny and

jfor the benefit of all the worlds. Siva desired that the sages 
should approach Himalaya, the father of ParvatT to request him 
to hand Her over to Lord Siva as a bride in marriage, 'who was 
Sstr, His former wife. This episode is similar to a large extent 
to that found in Skanda P. 1.1.23.1-19*

Marriage of Siva And ParvatT

When Himalaya expressed his willingness to give his
*daughter ParvatT to Lord Sambhu in marriage the officiating priests

jasked Lord Siva to tell His specific Gotra and Kola (1.1.25.
69-70°^). At that Lord Siva became miserable (1,1.25.70®^). Sage 

Harada laughed at this and played upon his lute. When prohibited 
by Himalaya Harada told him that the Lord was asked by you to tell 
His own Gotra (l.1.25.71-75)» Harada further explained to him that 
the Gotra and Kula of Lord Siva was Weds, Lord Sambhu was established
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in- Hada and Sad a was established in Him. Therefore Sambhu Who 
was pervaded by Vlada was attainable by Mads and hence Narad a 
played upon the lute (1.1.25.74-75)• The Gotra, Xule and the 
name of the -Lord were not known to the gods like Brahma etc. The 
son in law of the mountain was formless, not a descendant of a 
noble family, and wss without a Gotra (l.l.25.76,78c<3-79ab) • The 

relatives of Himalaya stressed that Himalaya should give his 
daughter to Sambhu to become His i*?edded wife. Then inspired by 
Lord Brahma Himalaya took a solemn vow to give his daughter as 
alms to Sambhu (1.1.26.1-4). Then the groom and the bride

M jperformed Homa (1.1.26*6*16,22)* Then the 3rahmins uttered 
propitiatory hymns (1.1.26.23).

Relevant Episodes From Kalikipurahs :-

The Episode of FarvatT's Birth And Nsrada's Prophesy

contain the description of Menaka's 
austerity for twenty seven years to obtain Mshsmaya, yogsnidrs as 
her daughter and BevT*s giving her the desired boon. Habhg. 
15«4-5;12-133b mention that Levi Burga was prayed to by Himavan 

and Meneke to be born as their daughter. The incident of PsrvatT's 
remaining near Himavan and Narada's visiting him and disclosing 
to him that ParvatT was a would be wife of Lord Siva Who would 
snatch away half of His body by Her love and penance, Eimavoh’s 
doubt and its removal by sage is common to both Kalikapurana 
(41.57-86) and Habhg.(20.13-39) not only in contents but also in 
wording also to some extent which shows that Habhg. is under the 
influence of ^ilikapurana.

Ilalikapurana 41.1-36
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jShe incidents of Lord Sambhu's coming to the peek of 
Himalaya where Gangs hsd come down and His remaining engaged in 
meditation accompanied by some of His followers, Himalaya’s 
visiting Sambhu and adoring Him, Sambhu s asking Himavan to 
prohibit anyone visiting that place in order that there may not 
be loss of penance as a result of contact are common to Kalika~° 
(42.1-22) and Wsbhg. (21,2-52).

fhe incidents of Himalaya’s placing his daughter Kali 
(Parvatl) with Her two friends in proximity of Lord Sambhu to 
assist Him daily by fetching water, and bringing flowers and 
fruits etc., Lord Siva's agreeing to accept that worship, but His 
not accepting Her as a wife bill She had not practised penance 
which would destroy the seed of embryo are common to Keliks' -o

(42.24-27,36-40,46-52) snd Wabhg. (22.1-7)* fhe only difference

2
is that in Mabhg. it is stated that Devi desired to enamour Lord
p USiva (22*8aD) and in order to help Her in that endeavour god

j>Indra sent cupid to Siva s penance gxove on the advice of
Brhaspati (22.37-43i 71-77). fhe meeting of the gods, tormented
by ’faraka with Lord Brahms, His disclosing to them that only a 

> _son of Lord Siva would be able to kill faraks and no other god 
and advising them to do something which would hasten Lord Siva to 
marry a wife giving up yoga as Kali (Parvati) was destined to be 
His wife and Brahma's meeting farake and persuading him to vacate 
Svarga as he had not practised penance for that and also because 
Brahma had not given him the reign of Svarga, and hence Brahma 
insisted upon him to go to the earth; all these incidents are 
common to K5iik9"’°(42.56-101) and Mebhg* (22.9-29) not only in
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contents but sometimes in wording also. This shows that Mabhg. 
must have borrowed from Kalikipurana. The incident of burning 
the cupid by Lord Hare by means of fire generated in His third 
eye occurs in both the puranas Kilika”0 (42.102-1739b) and Mabhg. 

(22.31-111).

Then Lord Siva smeared all His limbs with the ashes of
cupid snd became invisible abandoning Kali and practised penance
for three thousand years as stated in Kilika”0 42.1740<3-1768b

and 43.40-43,111 as well as in Mabhg. 24.1-3. The only difference
is that in Kalika” 43.51-58, 67-84 Siva approaches Kali in the
disguise of a Brahmin to test Her devotion while in Mabhg.24.4-11.
He approaches Her in His own form and requests Her to save Him

_ jfrom torment of cupid. In both the Puranas Siva is advised by 
Kali to send someone on His behalf to Her father to convey His 
intention to marry, Her and to accept Her hand from Her father 
(Kilika""0 44.2-5, Mabhg.24*12-14). Thereupon Lord Siva sent the 
seven sages to Hiasvat for arranging Siva's marriage with Parvati 
(Kilika""0 44.^9-40; Mabhg.24.23Cd-25*30sb). Then Lord^iva 

ceremoniously accepted the hand of Parvati (Kalika“°44.41-53; 
Mabhg. 28.1-18). Thus fealt enamoured Siva (Kalika”0 44.55).

Relevant Episodes Erora 

The Episode of Madansdahana j-

In order to enlighten the sages, Suta informed them that 
the goddess was reborn as HaimavatT from Mena by Her own sweet 
will and by penance (101.1-2). After attaining the age of twelve 
years that auspicious Haimavatl practised penance (101.3C -4 ).
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By Her penance Lord Mahadeva, the lord of all creatures was
brought under control (101,?). The gods tormented by the demon
Tsraka approached along with their king sage Ahgiras (i.e,
Brhaspati) and lodged a complaint against demon Tareks who defeated
them and made them wander froro place to place without shelter
(101.16-19). They informed him that their infallible weapons
also become ineffective against him not only that but even Lord
Visnu could not kill him in a battle extending for twenty thousand 

• *years (101.20-21). Thus informed by the thousand eyed one
Brhaspati approached Lord Brahms along with the gods Who on
hearing from his mouth told Brhaspati that st that time goddess

* l
Sstl Who had been born formerly from the limb of Sudrs was reborn

_ *_as Bma HeimavstT after Gensuring Baksa (101.23-26®°) and advised
<?

them to try to attract the mind of Rudra by Her beauty (101.26C<3 
2?®b). Lord Brahms further informed them that by their union 

Lord Skanda possessing six faces and twelve arms and the wielder 
of a s^oear called Pavaki, Kartikeya, Svaheya, Gangeya, Vlsikha, 
Sensni, Kumer© would be born Who even though a child would kill 
Tarekssura and protect the gods (l01,27C(3-30). Thereupon they 

prostrated before Lord Brahma and came to the peak of mountain 
Meru and remembered cupid Who immediately appeared along; with His 
spouse Rati and saluted both Brhaspati and Indra (101.31-33ab)* 

When cupid asked them to order him to do their bidding they told 
him to unite Lord and Jpiiva with Ambika happily and to manage® in 
such a way that Lord Sudra might dally with Her (l01»33C<3-36).

They also assured him that Lord Mahadeva Who was separated from 
Her formerly would be pleased on obtaining Girija, Urns and would
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give him suspicious position hereafter (101.57)* Thereafter 

cupid went to the hermitage of Lord Mahadeve, along with Rati 

and Vasanta and with their help aroused passion in the Lord for 

sexual enjoyment with PSrvatT (101.59)• Thereafter on seeing 

cupid, the three eyed Lord laughingly looked at him disdainfully 
by the third, eye. Then the fire born from the third eye burnt 

cupid standing by the side at once and Rati ;)gmented piteously 

(101.40-41).

On hearing the pitiful 

Vrsadhvaja told her that even though formless her husband would
•> c

perform all the desired deeds at the time of indulging in sexual 

pleasure without doubt. He further added that on account of the 

curse of Brgu when Lord Visnu would be born as Vssudeva, His son
a £ €

would be her husband (101.42-453*3). Then Rati bowed down to 

Lord Mahadeva and smilingly went away along with Vasanta after 
obtaining Madena (101.45C<^-46) .

In this account of Madanadahana of Lingapuriha, there 

are the following noteworthy peculiarities e.g. Visnu's encounter 

with demon Taraks for twenty thousand years and yet His remaining 

unsuccessful in putting an end to him; Lord Brahms’s advising
Jr

the gods to try to allure Lord Siva towards the beauty of ParvatT 

Lord Siva’s giving a boon to Rati that cupid even though formless 

would perform all the desired deeds at the time of indulging in 

sexual pleasure and that he would be born again as the son of 

Vasudeva whom she would obtain again as her husband.
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The Episode of Umasvsyomvara

>Suta informed the sages that Lord Vrsabhadhva^a Sarva 
was very mutch pleased by the penance of tbe great goddess ParvatT 
(102.1) as stated by Lord Brahma. At that time Lord Brahma along 
with the sages MarTci etc. went to the penance grove of ParvatT, 
circumambulated Her and inquired of Her as regards the fruit for 
which she was tormenting the worlds by Her severe penance 
(102.3-4). He further added that the wrhole world was created 

by Her and was sustained by Her and requested Her not to destroy 
it. He further told Her that that great Lord Himself would 
choose Her as His wife (102.5,7)•

After the departure of Lord Brahma, Lord Mahadeva went 
there in the guise of a Brahmin in order to favour Her. DevT 
ParvatT on seeing the Brahmin understood him as the highest Lord 
Vrsabhadhva^a by the genius etc. and bowed down bo Him (l02,9®d.O) 

and after adoring Him eulogized Him (102.11). The Lord as it 

were laughing told BevT that protecting the family duty of the 
mountain He Himself Lord Bhava, the lord of all the gods would 
approach Her in a handsome form in the ceremony of Her selecting
a bridegroom (102,12':-li}sb).

Then ParvatT went to Her city. Her parents were pleased 
to see Her as austerity incarnate and welcomed Her not knowing 
what was the understanding between Her and the great Lord (102. 
15-16). The lord of the mountains declared the svayamvara of 
ParvatT in all the worlds (102.IT3*3). When DevT was holding a 

garland in the assembly of gods Lord Vrsabhadhvaja slept in Her
to o I
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lap in the form of a small child for sport (102.28-29ab)•

Then on seeing a child in Her lap the gods were perturbed 
thinking who was he in Her lap (102.29c^~30a^). Indra tried to 

hurl the thunderbolt by lifting it by Eis arm but His arm was 
paralysed by the great god in the form of a child (l02.30ed-32sb). 

Similarly the other gods also could not hurl their weapons at 
Him ss they were paralysed by Lord Mabadeva along with Lord 
Visnu (I02.32c^-39ab)« Thereupon Lord Brahms' came to know that 

in the lap of Uma there was Lord Isana by meditating intensely
J _upon Lord Samkara (102.40)« On recognizing Him Lord Brahma 

prostrated before and eulogized Lord iambhu (102.41-4?). On the 

advice of Lord Brahma to resort to Lord Samkara, the gods 
prostrated before Him intheir minds. The three-eyed Lord was 
pleased thereby and restored their limbs (102.50-53)* Then 
goddess Jfarvatx placed the divine, fragrant garland at the foot

Jof Lord Siva end adored Him and prostrated before Him with the 
head touching the ground along with Brahma", gods, yaksas, serpents 
and Eaksaaas (l02.61c-63).

Lord Siva
In this account of Umasvayamvara from Lingapursna,
’ s remaining in the lap of Uma in the form of a child

at Her Svayamvars is a noteworthy peculiarity.

The Episode of Karttikeyajanma From Sivapurana 
Eudrassmhita Kumarkhands

By way of a reply to Harads’s inquiry regarding the 
> __birth of a son of Lord Siva, Brahma replied him that after 

marriage Lord Siva went to Kailasa, and thought over the work of
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the gods and the trouble of the people (2.4.1.1-3»10)• Once 
upon a time Lord Ssmbbu accompanied by GtriJIT x*ient to a solitary 
divine and beautiful place, and prepared there a fine bed of 
flowers and enjoyed sexual union with Giri^, for a thousand 
divine years (2.4.1.13-15)* Both of them were so much overjoyed 
that they forgot even day and night. Thus a very long period of 
time passed (2.4.1.16-1?). Compare Msbhg. 29*8-10 which specifies 
that their sexual union lasted for fifteen years. She gods were 
anxious to see that a son is born to Lord Siva, but as the birth 
of the son of Siva was delayed they gathered together on the 
mountain Heru and expressed their concern about the delay. 
(2.4.1.18-20). They came to know from Harads about the sexual 
enjoyment for long of both of Them ^fid were worried. They 
approached Lord Warayana Who asked them to give,up anxiety, and 
advised then? to take resort to Lord isankara (2.4.1.21-25).

Stanzas from 29 to 38 describe the sin of separating a 
man and a woman from intercourse giving examples. Visnu added

r * ij

-> cthat at the end of a thousand divine years, Lord Sankara would 
Himself desist from the intercourse and from His semen virile 
Skanda would be born (2.4.1*40-41).

After sometime the earth trembled on account of the 
sporting of Sakti and ’Saktiman, and ail x?ere afraid (2.4.1.44-45) 
Compare Mabhg, 29.11-16 in which earth approached the sun. Then 
the gods along with Lord Visnu went to the mountain Ksilasa

% 0

(2,4.1.50). They approached the secret cave in which Siva and 
Parvatr were sporting and Lord Visnu pitiously loudly praised 
Lord Siva (2.4.1.58-60).
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On hearing their words Lord Siva even though He had
fiven up lust still He did not give up intercourse on account of
the fesr of Parvati (2.4*2*1). Compare Mabhg. 29.34-35 wherein
it is mentioned that even on observing the approaching gods 

> _ __both Siva and Parvati did not give up intercourse. Compare
Viftmiki Ramaysna, Gita Press edition, 1.36.5-10.

«*

After hearing Her eulogy Parvati gave up intercourse 
and from Her strength was born a man named Bhairava Who was placed 
by Her as tbe gate keeper of Her City (30.6-8).

At the behest of Lord Brahma, Vayu placed the half of 
->semen virile of Lord Siva dropped by Him on the head of fire in 

the organ of generation of Krttikas (30.11-15, 17-18). The
r

Krttikas unable to bear that pieced it in a wooden box and threw 
it in the ganges wherefrom Lord Brahma took it end broke it on 
the full moon day of Asvin from which a boy came out (30.20-27). 
Thus Karttikeya was born in Brahmsloka according to Mabhg.
30.28sb.

Then Lord Siva came out and asked tho gods the Question 
as to who would bear His semen virile and ejected it (2.4.2. 
8-10aD). Thereafter Agni assumed the form of a B^apota (dove) 
and ate that semen virile (2.4.2.10c<3-llab). In the meanwhile 

Girija came there and after having come to know the incident 
angrily cursed the gods, that they would be miserable as they bad 
destroyed Her intercourse and had deprived Her of progeny. She 
also cursed the wives of the gods to become barer (2.4.2.11 -18).
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She ©Iso cursed Agni to become omnivorous and to be constantly 
tormented (2*4.2.19-2O0k). Compare VslmTki Hamoyana 1,56.12-16; 

20c -24. Agni eulogized Lord Siva and requested Him to forgive 
him and to mitigate his burning (2,4.2.45-44), Then Lord Siva 
advised him to pass it on to the organ of generation of some 
good woman. On the inspiration of Lord Sankara, Narada advised 
Agni to pass it on to the bodies of those women who take early 
both in the month of ‘iapas (MargasTrsa) (2.4.2.53-54). Thereafter 
the women of the seven sages came over there in the early morning 
to take a bath in the said month. After bathing they approached 
the flame of fire, as they were tormented by cold. They were 
prevented from approaching a flame of fire by ArundhetT. The 
other six- wives of the sages disrespected the words of ArundhstT 
as they were deluded by Siva's maya and approached fire for 
removing their colds. The particles of the semen verile of Lord 
Siva entered their bodies through the pores of their skin, and 
god fire was relieved from burning pain (2.4.2.55-59). Those 
ladies were conceived thus and were tormented by heat and went to 
their respective residences. Their husbands were angry with 
them and after consulting one another rejected them. Those ladies 
were perturbed in their minds, on realizing their infidelity and 
abandoned that foetus on the summit of the Himalayas end became 
free from burning pain (2.4.2.61-64).

The mountain Himevat unable to bear that semen virile 
threw it in the Ganges (2.4.2.65), Gangs also threw it in the 
thicket of reeds by its ripples (2.4.2.66). That semen virile
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immediately turned into s handsome brilliant boy (2.4.2.67)* 
j

Thus Lord Siva’s son was born on the surface of the earth in the 

month of Margasfrsa in the bright fortnight on the sixth day
a

(2.4.2.68).

The son of Siva was nourished up by the milk of the 

six Krttikes as mentioned in 2.4,3*29-36.

The Episode of Ksrtikeyajanme In Sksndapurana

The birth of Kumars is described from the semen virile 
j

of Siva first borne by Agni, then by the Krttikas, and subsequently 

by Gangs (1.1.27*43,73,77)• In the thicket of reeds on the bank 

of Gangs’ the ripples thrust it which turned into a brilliant boy 

with six head (1.1.27*78-80).
I

The Episode of Tarekssuravadha s-

In the fight with Tiraka, Kartikeya fought with a spear 

and at the end segregated the head of Tsraka with it' as stated 

in SKP, (1.1.30.15-30,39).

In Mabhg, 30.41-44 the gods request Lord Brahms not to 

introduce the son of Sankara to His parents till He does not 

Himself MU demon Tiraka in the battle, lest either the goddess
j

or Lord Siva might1 not allow him to proceed for the battle. The 

reason is cogents. When the gods tormented by Tiraka approached 

Lord Brahma, He ordered J(irttikeya to kill Taraka and protect the 

gods (30.6-9). Thereupon Ksrttikeya requested Brahma to provide 

Him a vehicle, Consequently Brahma provided Him with a peacock 

as a vehicle and a lance decorated with gold as a weapon (30.11-16).
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j>In accordance with the command of Lord Siva, Nandikesvara 
accompanied by the followers of Siva, went to the Krttikas and 
requested Kartikeya to come with them to the place of residence 
of Lord Siva to which He agreed and accompanied them as stated 
in SVP. (2.4 ,4.44-67).

Lord Sambhu made Kartikeya occupy a throne of jewels 
and consecrated Him by the Vedio mantras and performed His
Abhiseka with the waters of all TTrthas and thereafter the gods

»
gave Him their special weapons (2.4.5.38-53)*

On that occasion Lord Siva asked the gods to choose
their desired boons, thereupon they requested Him to allow

- - J Kumara to march forward to slay demon Taraka, On Siva's granting
their request they started along with Guha (2.4.5.55-60).

Kumarakhanda 2.4 Adhyayss 7-9 describe the terrific 
» «

fight between Taraka and the gods under the leadership of 
Kartikeya, Compare Mabhg.32.4-27*

During the fight between Kumara and Tareks, the onlooking 
gods, Gandharvas and Kinnsras asked one another about one who 
would be victorious. At that time s voice from the sir consoled 
the gods saying that Kumars would slay the demon Taraka (2.4.10. 
11-13). At last Kumara hurled His spear towards Taraka, who fell 
down lifeless by the assault of the spear of Kumara (2.4.10.30-32). 
Compare Mabhg.33*19-22, Thereafter the gods took Karttikeya in 
the presence of Lord Mahesa and introduced Him to His parents 

( 34.2^8)
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The Episode of Vighnesvarotpstti in Lingapurana

Once upon a time the gods gathered together and requested 
Lord Maheivara to procreate a Lord capable to create hindrance 

in the sacrifices, alms-giving etc. of the demons who were always 
harmful to the gods and also capable to remove hindrance in the 
undertakings of gods (105.2-7).

Thereupon Lord Siva assumed the body of the Lord of the 
followers of Siva. Levi Ambika gave birth to Osa anana (the 
elephant faced one) who was the origin of all the worlds (105. 
9,12-13sd)» The gods eulogized Gejanans end prostrated before 
Ganesa and Maheis (105«10C<*). Lord Siva told Him that His birth

4r

was for accomplishing the destruction of the demons and for 
obliging the gods and the twice born ones. He ordered Ganesa to 
create hindrance in the merit of one who has performed a sacrifice 
without giving Daksina", and also to take away the vital airs of 
those who have carried on learning, teaching and commenting 
unjustly as also of those men and women who are degraded from 
their respective castes (105»15-18). Lord Siva further ordered 
Ganesa to give His sameness to the men and women who always adore 
and sacrifice to Him and to protect His devotees here as well as 
hereafter (105.19-20), Lord Siva ordained that Ganesa would be
fit to be adored and saluted in the three worlds everywhere and
that He would be adored first in the adorations of Lords Harayana,

*

Siva or Brahma or in the sacrifices pertaining to them (105.21-22). 
Since then people began to adore Lord Ganapati who created 
hindrance in the merit of the demons (105.29).
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The Same Episode Prom Sivapurana Budrasamhita Kumarskhanda
t> ec«

Once upon a time, the friends of ParvatT Hays and Vij'aya 
discussed with ParvatT the problem of Their being surrounded by 
the followers of Lord Siva and felt that They had none of Their 
own followg/(2.4.13,13). After sometime the goddess ParvatT 
thought that She must have Her own follower, who would not swerve 
an inch from Her command (2.4,13.19).

In Msbhg. it is stated that Bhava and BhavanT placed 
Their son in Their house and went to a forest where They built 
a fine city and stayed therein. Once upon a time Lord Mahadeva 
placed DevT in the house and went to the forest along with His 
followers to fetch flowers from the forest and delayed for long 
(35*1-4), Meanwhile Devi smeared Her body with termeric and 
thought of going to take a bath and thought about the protection 
of the house. She remembered the prayer of Visnu to be born as 
Her son and so She accumulated the paste of termeric from Her 
body and created s son (35*5-7)*

After having thought like that, the goddess Parvatl 
created s man from the dirt of Her body (2,4.13*20) Who was 
endowed with auspicious marks and was handsome and valorous 
(2.4,13*21). DevT suckled Him Who was none but Warayano enc3

ft
ordered Him to protect Her city as long as She would return after 
bathing (35*8-10). DevT addressed Him as Her son and told Him 
that there was no other person who belonged to Her (2,4,13.23)* On 
His asking Her to order Him to do Hex’ biddings, She ordered Him
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to be Her door-keeper and added that He was Her own son. She 
further added that He should not allow anybody else to enter Her 
inner apartments without Her order (2.4.13,24-26).

Thus Ganesa was placed with a stick in his hand as a 
door-keeper at the door of the house by DevT ParvatT, Who went 
to take a bath along with Her friends (2.4,13.30).

In the meanwhile Lord Siva came at the door Who was
prevented from entering in the house by Ganesa as He was not
permitted by the mother Who was taking a bath (2.4.13.31-35)*
' j j>
Lord Siva was enraged at that and told that He was Lord Siva,
the husband of Girija and inquired of Him the reason for preventing
Him to enter the house (2.4.13.36).

Thereafter Lord Siva tried to enter the house, but was 
stricken with a stick by Ganesa (2.4.13.37). Adhysya 15 of 2.4 
describes the fight between Ganesa and the Ganas of Lord Siva in

o “

which the Ganas were defeated by Ganesa. They ran sway and
7informed Lord Siva about their defeat.

Lord Siva invited Lord Visnu and other gods Who
& o

approached Him and attacked Ganesa. During the fight even Lord 
Visnu Who was struck with a stick by Ganesa fell down and all
other gods took to their heels (2.4.16.2-33). In the meanwhile

2 jLord Siva came to the fore-front snd segregated the bead of Ganesa
v

with His trident (2.4.16.34)•
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Lord Siva after having segregated that head became
miserable* At the same time Hevx Girijs got very much angry
(2.4,17*4)* She determined either to destroy all the gods and
the followers of "Sankara or to destroy the whole world (2.4.17.6).
Thereaftei* She created hundreds and thousands of female deities
Who requested Her to order them to do 3S She liked (2.4.17.7-8).
Thereupon -arvatx ordered them to destroy the whole world and to
devour the gods, sages, yaksas and Raksasas (2.4.17.10-11). On their

* °

starting to destroy everything, the gods and the sages were 
discouraged to such an extent that they gave up their desire to 
live. Lord Siva also became miserable, continuing to delude all 
(2.4,17*12-21). The gods decided to appease Levi GirijaT, but they 
had not the courage to stand before Her (2.4.17*22-25). Tn the 
meanwhile f^arada came there, Who advised the gods to appease 
DevT Giri.ia (2.4.17*26-29).

Thereafter the sages eulogized HevT Girija, Who was 
pleased thereafter and agreed to stop their destruction on condition 
that Her son should be enlivened again and that He should be fit 
to be worshipped by all of them, and He should be made the leader 
of all (2.4.17.41-4J), The sages approached the gods and informed 
them about the condition put forth by Girins', Who in their turn 
informed Lord Sankara. Thereupon Lord Sankara asked the gods to 
proceed in the northern direction and to bring the head of anyone 
who happens to meet them first (2.4,17.44-47). As directed by 
Lord Siva, the gods brought the head of an elephant who mot them 
first in the northern direction, and placed the head on the torso 
of the dead son of LarvatT (2.4.17*48-50). Thereafter the gods



217

sprinkled Him with water consecrated with magical formulae 
(2 *4.17.54—55)% the touch of that water, that boy was 
enlivened again at once. On seeing that boy enlivened all were 
happy and all the miseries came to an end. They shoxtfed that 
enlivened son to Devi Girija, Who was overjoyed (2.4.17.56-59).

J _The son of goddess Siva" called Gajanana was consecrated
J ^by the gods (2.4.18.5). Devi Siva gave Him a boon to be fit to 

be worshipped in tlie beginning of all adorations (2.4.18.7-8).

As stated in Mabhg. 35.12-16 Lord Mahadeva came there
from forest but was prevented from entering the city by Devi’s
son with a raised trident. Not knowing that the boy was Uma's 

oson Lord Siva hurled His trident towards him which burnt his besd 
but did not deprive him of his vital airs. When Larvatl arrived 
there She insisted, upon fixing the heed of Her son. Hence Lord 
Siva,cut the hesd of an elephant lying with his head in the 
northern direction and attached it to the body of His son. Lord 
Mahadeva knowing Him to be Ngrayana reborn loved Him (35*21-26).


