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Conclusion
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On© of the main purposes behind the composition 
of PurSnas, Upapuranas etc. was to strengthen righteousness 
in the society. To a large extent they have been successful 
in carrying out their mission by narrating anecdotes 
illustrating the lav; of Karma. This Epic Puranic literature 
has played a leading role in the preservation and growth of 
Hindu civilization and culture. It becomes jjuite clear from 
the foregoing study that the Mahabhagavatapurana has very 
well achieved this end by linking the different anecdotes 
with the greatness and adoration of the great goddess.

Even though the Mabhg. refers to Vgmamargfya 
Upasana of BevT involving the utilization of Pancamakaras 
and Maranoccatanadi Sgtkarms, still the general emphasis is 
on the Paksinamargiyo Upasana of PevT. The Mabhg. has 
relegated Vamamargxya Upasana to a secondary position as 
clearly stated in 46.15°^ - 18a^ and 22 and thus it has 

improved upon the method of -Devi tforship propounded in some
> _ _ jother Sakta Puranas like Bevlbhagavsta and Sakta Tantras, 

in course of time.

The Mabhg. utilizes the Upanissdie thoughts regarding 
the concept of the ultimate nature of DevT as well as the 
Bhagavadglts and the epics. To some extent the Mabhg. utilizes 
the concepts of Pratyabhijna philosophy also. Under the 
influence of^akta Tantras and iSskta puranas like Devlbhagavata, 

Kalikapurans etc. the P%bbg. refers to the Mantras, Tantras
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and DIksa etc. as also to fifty-one Mahaplthas (or SaktipTthas) 
formed by the falling of the limbs of Chayasatl among which 
Kamakhya is considered the best and is eulogized extravagantly. 
Moreover the Mabhg. refers t.o Dassmahavidyas as also to 
Devi’s ordaining Lord Siva as the exponent of the Mantras, 
the Xantras, the procedure of adoration and sacrifice, the 
method of Purascarya, the eulogy, the Eevaea, the rules of 
behaviour and daily practices for the aspirants which testifies 
to the prevalence of those practices in the society of these 
times. The Mabhg. has tried to strengthen and spread the 
said practices in its turn.

Even though the Mabhg. emphasizes the spread of
jSakti cult its outlook is not at all narrow as generally
observed in the case of some other sectarian Purenss. The

«

Mabhg. poses a very liberal sectarian outlook in so far as it 
gives due respect to the other sects and. the divinities of 

their worship,

Devi's guidance and participation in bringing about
the end of Havana were indispensable as shown in the Mabhg.
The forced entering of Site in Lanka enraged DevT Who
immediately abandoned Lanka and stopped giving protection to
Ravane. Site's confinement in the Asoka grove by Havana made
him lose the merit of his penance and hastened his end. This
point remains hidden in the Yaimlki Ramayana which is expressly
stated in the Mabhg. (36.62c<a-66;88) and explained in details
in Appayya Biksita's Remayapasarasamgrahavivarana.^ As rightly

1 Tide Bhatt B.R., "An Analysis of The RamSyanasarasaragra- 
havivarana of Appayya Dlksita", Journal of the Oriental 
Institute, Yol.XXXII, Ios.1-2, Sept.-Dec. 1982, Baroda, PP.156-157. V
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pointed out by Dr.Pusfopendra Kumar, "Ultimately Rama was
Jfvictorious over Havana and was very much grateful to Sakti

or goddess by whose grace he succeeded in realising this
extraordinary aim which earned him fame, kingdom and Sxta.

In this way it depicts the over-powering influence of
Isaktism over Hama, a Vaisnava deity".^ Though in the other

Puranas also we find that Rama worshipped Durga and then
killed Havana with her help, but the readers will be astonished
to study in the Mabhg., that Prana also was an incarnation of 

->33evT. Siva once requested DevT to be the husband and himself 
to be the wife, and this desire, as Purana-kara says, was 
fulfilled by the goddess in Krsnavatsra. He Bimself was born 
as Hadhs, being the beloved of iSrlkrsna. 2

As noticed correctly by Br.Pushpendrakumsr, a study 

of the Mabhg. shows that the author of this work lived in a 

society in which the most powerful sects were those of the 
Ssivas, Saktss and V^isnavas. The society was seriously 

influenced by Tsntrism. Even in their conception of the 

forms of deities they were often guided by the Tantras. So, 

the author of the Mabhg. praised varpssrsraa-dharms and 
prescribed the study of 'Vedanta. He did not decry Tantrism

4but tried to bring about a compromise between the two systems.

2 Vide Introduction to the Mahabhagavatapuraha, Eastern Book Linkers, Delhi-7, 1983, P.32. J
3 Ibid., P.31
4 Ibid., P.29
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The foregoing chapters reveal that this Purina 

supplies valuable social and religious data that are importantJ*. of *. W of *«.. I* JL
welcome light on the condition of society in medieval India 
especially in its eastern region.

Moreover the Mahabhsgavata throws light on different 
6philosophical doctrines evolved sinco ancient times.

Even though this Purina (actually Upapurana),is 
lacking in the characteristic features of a Purina normally 
considered to be five, still it has got some of the ten 
characteristic feature' noticed in Srimadbhagavata*

* —As befits a Ssktapurspa, the Mabhg. tries to show
Jthe relation of Saktism with all the important personalities 

of Indian History, and gives a Sakta colouring to some legends 
Epic as well as Puranic* Thus the I'ndra-Vrtra episode as 
well as the Rsiaa episode, the Krsna episode and the Kaurava- 
Pandavs battle episode all the main and important events of 
Purlnic Mythology are related with the cult of Sskti. Thus

Jthe author tried to establish harmony between the Sgkta sect 
with other sects of Hinduism vis. Vgisnsvism pertaining to
Rama and Srxkrsna as well as Saiviszn. The broad-mindedness

• • *

and the absence of sectarian bias^ on the part of the author

5 Vide Chapter X
6 Vide Chapter VI
7 Vide Chapter II
8 Vide Chapter VTI
9 Vide Chapter I
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of Mabhg. P. is specially noteworthy which are revealed by 
the thoughts of Visnu establishing non difference between 
Himself and Siva* No antagonism is shown between the two 
great gods Siva and Visnu Who are the two forms assumed by 
the seme one great god.

Not only the author's liberal sectarian outlook is 
no-ijworthy but his stternpu at the synthesis of sects is also 
praiseworthy.

In the wake of Devlbhagavata, Mabhg. (36.1-3;9) 
refers to the promulgation of the adoration of HevT in 
Sara^TyanavaratrT. Thus it has contributed significantly in 
the spread of DevT* s Saracliya N©varstrf Fuji10 especially in 

eastern India.

l’he teaching of logasara (Adfayaya 15) and the
Bhagavatiglta (Adhyayas 16-18) constitute the didactic sections
in the Mabhg. which thrsrw welcome light on the nature of the
self and instruct about the means of release along with such
instructions spread over the whole Purina. According to the
opinion of Hr.Pushpendra Kumar Bhakti is the main tenet of
isaktisa in this Purana.

>

Sven though Tsntricism has left its imprint on the 
Mabhg., the actual Tantric material is scanty in it. However

-r — ? _Devi assigned e^ual status to Agsma Sestra as well as Veda.
I’his is a peculiar improvement in the outlook towards the 
Agamas and their evaluation.

10 Vide Chapter VIII
11 Vide Introduction to the Mahabhagavatapurena, Eastern

Book Linkers, Delhi-7^P.30.
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The anecdote of Sits's birth from the womb of 

Mandodari must have crept in bhe Mabhg. under the influence 

of Tibbati, KhotanI (800-900 A.D.) Ramayanas.- Most probably 

under the influence of Tibbati Ramayano as Tibet is in 

proximity of Kamarupa (Assam). The Mabhg. (1000-1100 A.D.) 

in its turn must be one of the works which must have dissemi

nated the said anecdote in subsequent works e.g. the 

Kashmiri Rsmayana (end of 18th century A.D.).

From the deep influence exercised by "Sivapurana
IP 3over the Mabhg. it can be easily surmised that SVP. must

have been composed before Mabhg. at least a century or two

earlier. Thus the analysis of the indebtedness of the Mabhg.

to SVP. has helped to fix the time of the composition of the

latter with greater certainty i.e. a century or two earlier

to that of this Purina i.e. either eighth or ninth century

A.D.

The Mahabhigavata has given the iconography of the 
j> _ _well known Dase Mahavidyas of the Tantras which are said to 

be vmrshipped according to the Tantric rites.

This Purina exhibits the middle stage of the 

development of some five primary Maha (Sakti) pithas mentioned 

in the Kalikapurana to 51 Mahl(Sgkti) pithas on account of 

the falling of the limbs of Chayasatl. Devigita mentions the 

number of SaktipTthas to be 72. Whereas Devibhsgavata refers 

to 108 Saktipithas, specifying the Pithasthana and its 

presiding deity. Tantracudamani has .given the details of the 

place of falling of Sstfs limb, the specific limb fallen,

12 Vide Chapter IV
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the name of the female deity and the name of Her male 

counterpart as regards 51 Rithas. In spite of DevTbhagavata's 

specifying more than double number of Pithas than the Mabhg., 

its chronological precedence over the latter cannot be 

questioned on other grounds.

The treatment of the subject matter in this Mabhg.P. 

is very systematic excepting a few discrepancies as shown in 

the chapter IX.

Above all one of the Upapurffnas viz. the Brhaddharma- 

pursna enlists the Kebabhagavets as 3 Wahapurfns and has not 
only thoroughly utilized the language and contents'^ of the

15 Some such instances of utilizing the language and contents 
of Mabhg. by Brhaddh3rm.3_are as follows, (1; Consulting 
of Devi for Ravanavadhopaya Bp Adhyaya 18 = Mabhg.
Adhyays 36 and 37 (up to st.15)* (2) Hanumina’s seeing , 
Devi in Her temple in Lanka Br.20.12-20 = Mabhg. 39*15° - 
22 and reminding Devi about Her decision to quit Lanka on 
his entering it Mabhg. 39* 23-26 and Devi’s accepting 
his request and quitting it 39. 27-28 » Bp, 20. 21-62^
(3) Devf’s creating the three Purusa’s from three Gur^s 
and instructing them to practise penance by a voice from 
the air, Iheir;doing so, Devi’s putting them to test and 
accepting Mahesa, firm in His trance as Her resort, , 
rejecting the other two. Bp. 31. 6-34 = Mabhg. 3. 26c-
32* * 3 *̂ and 36C<^ - 49. (4) The origin of eleven Sudras who 
were put under the control of Da kgs by Bpahtne. Br. 32.
35» 39-42 * Mabhg.5. 33-40. (5) Sati’s introducing the 
ten Mahavidyas to Siva. Br, 36. 128 - 130 = Mabhg.
8.65 - 71S^» (6) Sati’s ordaining that %iva would 
proclaim the scriptures throwing light on Devi’s worship. 
Br. 36. 135 - 140 « Mabhg. 8.?4cd » 77. (7) feiva’s 
keeping Sati’s dead body on His head and dancing and 
Visnu’s cutting off Her ?limbs and their falling on the 
ground and turning into Sakti (Maha)pithas. Bp, no.
17-35 « Mabhg. 11. 51-603b snd 75.80, *
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Mabhg. but it has plagiarized a large number of verses from

The foregoing arguments reveal that the study of
the Mabhg.P. enlightens us about the philosophical, 
mythological, social, religious and cultural state of affairs 
prevailing in North-eastern India in mediaeval times.

the garland on the ground uttering Sivaya nstash is imi
tated by Br. 33.22-27^ from Msbhg. 4.45-51. (3) The 
dialogue between Sat! and Siva regarding attending 
Daksa’s sacrifice contains many verses taken verbatfbn from Mabhg. e.g. Br.36. 248b, 25, 26, 28-30. Satl's 
arguments in Br. 36. 34,55 = Mabhg. 8. 38-42. (4)
diva's taunting SstT. Br. 36.63c<^ « Mabhg. 8.43°^. (5)
Before abandoning body, SatT told Bakga about Her 
intention to quit Her body produced by him immediately. 
Bp, 36 . 68 « Mabhg.9.81. Many such verbatim 
similarities can be traced between the two Puranas exhibiting imitation on the part of Brhaddharrsa * from 
the Mabhg. Vide also chapter I under the topic 
" The Importance of the Mabhg,-", PP.7-8.

the latter.14

This emphasizes the importance of the Mabhg.

14 e.g.nab


