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CHAPTER - XI ~

Conclusion

One of the main purposes behind the composition
of Purinss, Upa?urégas ete. wag to strengthen righteousness
in the society. To 2 large extent they have been sucqessful
in carrying out their mission by nerrating snecdotes
illustrsting the law of Kerma. This Epic Furdnic litersture
has Played a8 leading role in the preservation an§ growth of
Hindu ecivilization snd culture. It becomes quite clesr from
the foregoing study thst the Mahﬁbhégavatapuréga has very
well achieved this end by linking the different anecdotes

wlith the greatness snd sdoration of the great goddess.

Even though the Mabhg. refers to Vamsmdrgiys
UP§san§ of Devl involving the utilization of Paficamakdrss
and Merapocedtanadi Sstkerme, still the genersl emphasis is
~on the Deksinsmdrgiya UpZsand of Devi. The Mabhg. hss
relegoted Vamamargiya Up§san§ to a secondary Position as
clesrly staﬁed in 46.15°d - m83b gand 22 and thus it has
improved upon the method of Devi worshi? ?ro?ounded in some
other égkta Purgnas like Devibhagavata and Sskta Tantrss,

in course of time.

The Mabhg. utilizes the Upani§adic thoughts regarding
the cbnceyt of the ultimste nmature of Devi as well as the
Bhagavadgite and the ePics. To some extent the Mabhg. utilizes
the concePts of Pratyabhijia Philosopby slso. Under the
influence of'%ékta Tentras and Sdkta Purﬁgas 1like DevibhBgavata,

Kélikéyur§ga etc., the Mabhg. refers to the Mantrss, Tantras
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and Diksa ete. s also to fifty-one Mahépi@has (or”éaktipi§has)
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formed by the falling of the limbs of Ch&yZsati among which
Ksm3khy3d is congidered the best snd is eulogizeéd extrsvagantly.
Moreover the Mabhg. refers to Ddsemahdvidyds ss also to

Devi's o?daining Lord“éiva 8s the exponent of the Montras,

the Yantraes, the Procedure of adorstion and sscrifice, the
method of Purascery3, the eulogy, the Ksvece, the rules of

" behaviour snd dsily prectices for the aspirants which btestifies
to the Prevalencé’of those practices in the society of these

" +times. The Msbhg. has tried to sbtrengbhen a2nd spread the

said ?ractices in its turn.

Even thouéh the Mabhg. emphasizes the spresd of
’éakti cult its owtlook is not at all narrow as generally
observed in the cese of some other sectarisn Purdnes. The
Mabhg. poses a very liberal sectarizn outlook in so far ass it
gives due resPect to the other sects end the divinities of

their'worsgip.

Devi's guidance snd Participstion in bringing about
the end of R&vana were indis?ensable as shown in the Msbhg.
The forced entering of SItd in Lenkd enraged Devi Who
immediately sbandoned Lankd and stopped giving Protection to
Ravana., SIitd's confinement in the A%oka'grove by E&vene made
him loge the merit of his penance 2nd hagtened his end. This
point remains hidden in the V31lmiki Ramaysna which is exPressly
stoted in the Mebhg. (36.62°%-66388) and expleined in detsils

in Appayya Diksite's Réméyapas@rasaégrahavivaraga.1 As rightly

1 Vide Bhatt B.N,, "An Analysis of The Rm3ysnasdrassmgra-
haviverana of Appayys Diksita", Journsl of the Oriental
Institute, Vol.XXXII, Nos.l-2, Sept.-Dec. 1982, Barods,
PP.156~157.. ,
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pointed out by Dr.Puskpendra Kumar, "Ultimstely R3ms was
victoriovs over R3vens snd wes very much grateful to Bakti

or goddess by whose grece he succeeded in reslizing this
extraordinsry sim which esrned him fame, kingdom and 81ita.

In this way it aepicts the over—powering influence of
Bektism over Rems, s Vaignave deity“.2 Though in the other
Pursnas also we find thet Reme worshipped Durgs and then
killed R&vana with her helP, but the resders will be astonished
to study in the Mabhg., that Kygga 8lsoc was an incernation of
Devi.dgiva once reﬂyested Devi to be the husbsnd snd himself
to be the wife, snd this desire, as Purdra-kadre says, wes
fulfilled by the goddess in Krsnavetsra. Fe Rimself wss born

- - P -2 - A
2s R3dh3, being the beloved of Srzkysya.g

As noticed correctly by Dr.PushPendrskumar, s study
of the Mebhg. shows that the aubhcr of this work lived in 8
society in which the most pcwerful sects were those of the
_éaivas, S3ktes snd Vaignavas. The society was seriously
influenced by Tantrism. Even in their conception of the
forms of deitles they were often guided by the Tantrss. So,
the author of the lMabhg. Praised verg%érama»@harma and
prescribed the study of Ved3nta. He did not decry Tantrism

1

but tried to bring about a compromise between the btwo syss‘l:emsfr

2 Vide Introduction to the Mahébhﬁgavatapur§hs, Eagtern
Book Linkers, Delhi~-7, 1983%, P.32, ’

% Ibid., P.31
4  Ibid., P,29
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The foregoing chapters revesl that this Fursdns
su?plies valuable social and reiigious dats that asre imPortant
for the study of the culturel history’ of Indies. It throws
welcome light on the condition of sociebty in medieval India
especially in its eastern region.

Moreover the MahB8bhagsvata throws light on different

Fhilosophical doctrines6 evolved since snecient times.

Even though this Purdna (sctuslly Upapurgqe),is
lacking in the chasrscteristic festures of a Purdna normally
considered to be five, still it has got some of the ten

2
charscterisgtilec feature7 noticed in Srimedbh3gsavetsa.

As befits a Saktepurena, the Mebhz. tries to show
the relation of Saktlsm with all the important personslltles
of Indian History, 2nd gives a Sakta colouring to some legends
Epic as well as Purdnic. Thus the Indra~Vrirs episode ss
well as the Rams episode, the K?gpa episode end the Zsursve-
Pﬁ??ava battle episode all the mein end important events of
Pursnic Mythologys are related with the cult of Sskti. Thus
the auther tried Ho estsblish harmony between the éékta sect
with other sects of Hinduism viz. Vai§§avism Perteining to

—. )1... 2 - -
Ra&ma sand 5r1kr§pa as well as Saivism. - The brosd-mindedness

and the sbsence of sectarian biaé9 on the part of the suthor

Vide Chapter X
Vide Chapter VI
Vide Chapter II
Vide Chapter VII
Vide Chspter I

W O ~3 O W
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of Msbhg. P. is specially noteworthy which are revealed by
the thoughts of Viggu establishing non difference between
Himgelf snd %iva. No antagonism is shown between the two
great gods'%iva sud Visnu Who are the two forms assumed by

the seme one grest god.

Not only the author's liberel sectarisn outlook is
nog%orthy but his et%empn at the synthesgis of sects isg also

praiseworthy.

In the wake of Devibhagavata, Mabhg. (36.1-3;9)
refers to the promulgation of the adorstion of Devi in
%Eradfyanavarﬁtrf. Thus it hss contributed significantly in
the spresd of Devi's ééraéfya Naveratri Pﬁj§1o especially in

esstern India,

The tesching of Yogssira (Adhysys 15) and the
Bhegavatigitd (Adhysyes 16-18) constitute the didectic sections
in the lMabhg. which throw welcome light on the nature of the
self and instruct sbout the meezns of release slong with such
jnstructions spread over the whole Punga. According to the
opinion of Dr.Fhshyendra Kumsr Bhoktill ig the main tenet of

Y . . . -
Ssktism in this Pursna.

Even though Tsntricism has left its imprint on the
Mgbhg., the sctual Tentric msterisl is scanty in it, However
Devi assigned equel status to Kgama'égstra as well ss Veda.
This is s peculisv improvement in the outlook towards the

Agamas and their evaluation.

10 Vide Chapter VIII

11 Vide Introduction to the Mahabhagavataspursna, Esstern
Book Linkers, Delhi~7)r7g})P.30. i
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The snecdote of Sita's birth from the womb of
Mandodari must have crept in Ehe HYabhg. under the influence
of Tibbati, Khot&nI (800-900 A.D.) Rsmaysnas. Host probably
under the influence of Tibbati Rameysna as Tibet is in
proxinity of KEmafE?a (Assam). The Mabhg. (1000~1100 A.D.)
in its turn must be one of the works which must have dissenmi-
nated the said gnecdote in subseguent works e.g. the
Kashmiri Remaysna (end of 18th century A.D.).

2 -
From the deep influence exercised by Sivapurana

over the Mabhg.12

it c3n be essily surmised that‘%VP. mush
have been composed before Mabhg. at least a century or two
earlier. Thus the snalysis of the indebtedness of the HMebhge.
to %VP. has helped to fix the time of the composition of the
latter with grester certeinty i.e. a cenbury or two earlier
to that of this Puréga i.e. either eighth or ninth cenbury
A.D,

The Mehsbhagsvate has given the iconography of the

E - -
well known Dass Mshavidyas of the Tenbtras which sre said to

be worshipped according To the Tantric rites.

This Purzns exhibits the middle stage of the
development of some five primary Maha (éakti) Pi@has mentioned
in the Eélikgpuréga to 51 Mah5(éakti) pithas on sccount of
the falling of the limbs of Chayassti. Devigitd mentions the
number of %aktipi?has to be 72. VWheress Devibhsgsvata refers
to 108 SektipIthss, specifying the Fithasthdna sud its
presiding deity. Tantracﬁqémagi has given the details of the

place of falling of Seti's limb, the specific limb fsllen,

12 Vide Chapter iv
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the naﬁe of the femsle deity snd the name of Her nale
counterpart as regards 51 Pithss. In spite of Devibhigevats's
specifying more than double number of Pighas than the Msbhg.,
its chronological precedehce over the latter cannot be

questioned on other grounds.

The trestment of the subject matter in this Mabhg.F,
is very sysbemetic excepting 8 few discrepsncies as shown in

the chapter iXs

Above 811 one of the Bpapur§gas viz. the Brhaddharme-
purgga enlists the MehabhBgavate ss s MashdpurSns and has not

ouly thoroughly ubilized the language and content515 of the

13 Some such insbances of utilizging the lenguage and contents
of Msbhg. by Brhaddharms_are 2s follows. (1% Consulting
of Devi for Ravanpsvadhopays Br Adhysys 18 = Habhg.

Adhyays 36 and 37 (up to st.15). {2) Yenumdna's seeing,,
Vevi in Her temple in Lshkd Br.20,12-20 = MFsbhg. %9,150%
22 snd reminding Devi sbowt Her decision to quit Lanks on
hig entering it Msbhz. %9. 2%-26 and Devi's accepting

hig request snd quitting it %9, 27-28 = Br,20. 21“62%1

(3) Devi's cresting the three Purusa's from three Gun
and ilastructing them to practise pemnance by a voice from
the air, Their doing seo, Pevi's putting them to test and
scceptbing Mghess, firm in His trsnce as Her resort, 3
rejecting the other two, Bp. 31. 634 = Mabhg. 3. 26°°-

32°" and 560d - 49, (4) The origirn of eleven Rudrss who
were put under the contvol of Dakgs by Brshmd. 3Br. 32.
35, 39-42 = Mabhg.5. 33-40. (5) SatI's introducing the
ten Mshavidyss to Sive. Br. 36. 128 - 130 = Mabhg.

B.65 -~ 718b. (6) Sati's ordaining that Sive would
proclsin the scripbures throwing light on Vevi's worship.
Br. 36, 135 - 140 = Mabhg. 8.74¢8 . 77. (7) Biva's
keeping Sati's dead body on IHis hesd snd dencing and
Visnu's cubbing off Her ]limbs and their falliung on the
ground sud turning into Sakti (ﬁahE}pithas. By, 00.
17"35 2= Mabhga 11. 51’“608b 81’1@ 76&800 : ‘



. the lstter.

645

Msbhg. but it hss Piagiarized a lerge number of verses from
14

This emphasizes the importence of the Mabhg.

The foregoing srguments reveal that the sbudy of
the Mabhg.F. enlightens us about the ptilosophical,
mythological, social, religious and cultural state of affairs

prevailing in North-esstern Indis in mediseval times.

W e (1) Er.22. 4-5°°, 5°d~6 7,8,11%° - Mabhg. 45.6-9,
112, (2) Bati's selecting Siva as JHer busbend by putting
the gerlend on the Fround vhtering S ivaya namah is imi-

tated by Br. 33. 22~27 from Msbhz. 4.45-51. (3) The
dialogue bétween Sati snd Siva regerding sttending
Daksa's sacrifice contsins gany verses taken verbatihn
from Mabhg. e.g. Br.36. 2480, 25, 26, 28-30. Ssti's
arguments in Br. 36. 34,35 = Mabhg. 8. 38282, (&)

Siva's taunting Ssti. Br. 36. 63 = Mabhg. 8.4 ”Cd. (5)

Before sbendoning body, Seti told Dakge sbout Her
intention to quit Her body produced by him immedistely.
Byr. 36. 68 = Msbhg.9.8l. Meny such verbatiim
SLmLTertles con be traced between the two Pursnas
exhibibing imitation on the part of Brhaddharma from
the Mabhg, Vide elso chapter I under the topic

" The Impor conce of the Mabhg.', PP,7-8.



