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STATEMENT - 1

The present work tends to the advancement of knowledge
in the following way @

The Mehabh3gsvets Purspa was critically edited by
Dr.Pushpendre Kumsr for the first time in 1983 ond thus its
existence came to the nobtice of s8ll and sundry since then. As
late ss 1983 this nuréga rensined in the manuscript form only
especially in the east Bengal and Assam (K3maripa) sund sdjeceunt
places. Thus its existence was noticed by a few persons only
before 1983.

A criticsl study of this MshdbhBgsvata Purans
(é§kta Purina) wherein sll the questions regerding the Pursps,
its place in the relevant litersture throwing light on the
socisal, religiobs, cultursl and litersary sbudy might have been
discussed wes s long felt desideratum.

This is an humble attempt to £111 up this gap.

I have also discussed some controvergisl topics such
ss the psrt played by Mahsbhd8gavata Puraps in spreading
pure devobtion to éakti setting aside the ritusl Pert of the
worship of Devi and thus showing development in the trestment
of Devi worship found in the Devi Bhagsveta, @ work mostly a
senior contemporary of the Mahabhagavste.

Moreover the deep influence of givepuréga on the
Mshabhagsvata as shown in chapter IV definitely helps to make
more definite the date of éivapufgga at a time preceding the
time of composition of the ﬁahﬁbhégavsgg, thus reducing the spen
of time of its composition by a8t 1easthcentury or two i.e. in
the 8th or 9th century A.D. This is another controversisl topic
solved by the said influence.

I have attempted to give a picture of the society as
reflected in the Masbhg. which is 2 source of useful informstion
for the cultural history of mediseval Indis.

It is in this way that my humble contribution tends %o
the genersl sdvencement of knowledge.



STATEMENT -~ 2

In the preparation of the present work, I have
drawn upon 211 the svsilsble litersture in prin@. Acknowledge-
ments have been fully made %o sgll the cases snd a complete

bibligra?hy has been slso stteched.

1 have studied the text, snd the relevant litersture
and have tried to express my own views in the light of this

critical study.



