Szgopsis

OhsPter I

Introduetion

The Mahabhagavatapurana (=ligbhg.) is 8 SEkta Upapursns
advocating Sektism with a Salva tendency, and throws light on
the exylolts of Devi as well as on the ten Mahavidy8s. In splte
of its outspoken inclination towards SlVB, this Purana follows
‘the Vedznta in sdvocating thf unity of 21l gods. The 1nportance
of this Pursna in spreeding Ssktism is noticesble. S?ecislly
noteworthy is the spirit of tolersnce of other sects that
bresths forth in this PurBpna. The Bphaddharmapurépa's
plagiarizing msny verses from this Pursna over snd sbove imitating
language and contents of it testifies to its recognition as such.

Ghapter IT
Purspns As A Literary Form

Herein the various stages leading to the growth of
Paursnic literature and the characteristic features of Purgnas
and U?apurégas are described keeping in view the Mshabhagavata.

Chapter 111
Summsry of Contents

It contains a succinct summary of the contents of
all the Adhysdyss of this Pursna.

Chapter IV
Bources of Mahgbhagavatapurans

Herein the indebtedness of the Msbhg. to the Purdnss
oo SlVB, Skanda, Srfmadbhagavata, Ka1iks, Devibhsgavstas, Lings,
Vay¥h in the descending order as well as to the two ePLCS Vaimiki
Rémgyans and Mshdbh3rata, and to Dsntre works like Mshanirvane-
tantrs is shown by 2 detailed comparative study.

Chapter v
The Relative Dstes of Relevant Purdnss

In this chapter light is thrown on the relstive dates
of a dozen relevsnt Puranas with a view to get a glimpse of the
Possible inheritance and contribution of each one of them.



vii
Chapter VI
Philosophy In Mahébhégavatayuréga

Herein the Vedantic concepts glesned from the Mabhg.
are noted slong with some concepts of Pratysbhijfiz system of
Philosophy. Specially noteworthy is the tesching of yogasars
found in the didactic section of the Mabhg. known ss
Bhagavatigita.

GhaPter VIiI
Yyths And Legends

Herein all the detsils regsrding the deities,
mybhological snecdotes and personsges, conbgined in this
Purapa sre comparstively studied slong with sn e?itome of
Valmiki R3m5ysue found in the Mabhg.

Chapter VIII
Egsentisl Neture, Forms, Incarnations #And exploits of Devi

This cha?ter contains critical exsmination of the
esseutisl nature of Devi, Her different forms, incsrnations
and exploits referred to in this Purspa, emphssizing the
supreme powers of the great goddess.

ChaPter IX
Literary Estimate

In it a critical litersry study of this Pursna is
contained evaluating it ss a2 literary work from 81l conceivable
Points of vievw.

Ghapter X
Cultursl Study

In this chepter the social snd religious conditlon,
cugtoms, social norms, beliefs snd suPerstitions, erts etc.
are gleaned from this Pursdna.

Chapter X1
Conclusion

Herein the importance of this Pursna depending upon its
throwing light on the toPics previously discussed and its
influence on other works snd its special contribution in the
field of knowledge are sbtated.



