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CHAPTER-IT

Purasna As A Literary Form

The word purana is defined variously by various

- . -
guthors. The Vayu Puraga derives the word from, 'Purg',

snd the root 'An' and gives the ‘mesning of the word ss,

that which breatheé in old times.l The Padma snd Brshmﬁ?da

Puranas slso give similsr mesnings.

Even though we know next to nothing asbout the

-~ ¥
Furgnas mentioned in the AtharquVede, the Bstspatha

Brahmana, and the sncient Upanigads, still this much is

certain thst the Puré@a hed etteined o status of sacredness

like the vedss snd was closely sssociasted with Itih3sa even

in the Vedic times. It is doubtful that the word Purins,

wag applied in the sense of a type of litersture in the

Vedic times. The word occurs in bthe %gi?eda in the sense

¢ . 32 o .
~of 0l1d. In the Athsrvq;Veda the word mesns 2 body of sbtories

or legend§, that were narrsted in the intervals of sacrifice.§

Even in the Atharvsveds, there is no evidence to prove that

there was any writiten work. The same mesning i.e. stories
7 23

. . - . . o4
or legends continues in the Brahmenazs and in the Upsnigads.

W

Cr. quma%pura hysnitidsu Purapsw tens tatsmrtom ]
Vaya ¥Y,1.203, 8lso Brahmapda F,I.1. 175, Padme P.V.2.53.

e.g. Ayam Pantha anuvittah Purgnah §gJVeda,IX 18.1
AV.XV, 6,10.11.

2
Satepathe Brahmana XI. 5.6.8; XI11.4,3.12-1%;
Chgndogys UP.II. 1.7.1; III 4 1.2.3 VIII LQ.# etc.
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3ide by side in the Bvéhmagas and in the Upanigadas snother
word of similsr meaning viz.,gItihéssgwas also used.

Though subtle distinction is mede between,eltibésegané
Purégajby some scholsrs, it c¢azn be ssid thst bobth the words

¢ . £ "
mesnt, on snclent legendsry history. OSometimes the %Hwo

-,
o

words were used bogether, this is the first stege in the

evolution of the purgga literature.

The Taittiriys Eragyaka mentioms,ePurégégi:>which
mesng that in its tiwe there must have been more than two
pU?Egas st%eest. There was in exiestence s Bbavi§yet~—
Purﬁga and other nur§§as that contasin ssrgse and pratissrgs,
as Well 28 some smgti material., This may be regsrded as
the second stage of the Pursps litersture. Some pur§§ss
conteining the smgti materiel must have been éompleted 8
good desl before the Y5jnavalkya smrti. Thise is the third
stoge in the evolution. Most of the Mshapurdnas esttained
the present stsge in the period from the 5th or &th century
A.D. to the Sth century A.D. Thig represents the fourth5

stege in the evolution of the Pur§§a literature,

With s view to wesning the people away from ths
influence of the non~vedic religioys like Buddhiem snd
Jainism, the Durégas were revived and 2 lot of new materisl

was added to theméin the Brshmanical r@vival of the Gupba
period.

5 Cf. History of Dharmedastra; V.ii, FP.£5% - 855,
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The Itihasa, Pursna litersture dealt with mesny
mundane objectives. While the vedic literature was the
creation oft§§isf the Puragic litersture was the crestion
oftmunisi who were more wordly in the outiook.6 While the
Mantras seen by the ssges, served ag mesns for the
attainment of salvation, the scts of the gages described in
the purf&nas served as models for soclsl conduct. The
2im of the Munis in propsgating the vuranas wass to provide
s code of righteous conduct asgociateé with Bhskti of some
deity. They drew inspirstion ss well ss materisl from the

exegetic Vedic litersture like the Bréhmagés and the

Upani§5ds and sdded bto it the myths snd tsles of their own.

This original unwritten, legendary tradition got &
fixed neme.ﬁur§§a. It wss a very comprebensive term, which

aspsnned the compsss of 1life.

Cwing to its sll-embracing charascter it casme to
denote evérthing that wss preserved sud honoured by the
society. It wes @ huge msss of worldly knowledge 2nd e
treasure house of 8ll ¥the lores thet were cultivated

throughout the ages.

G. Gf.ggati Prapnoti Ssrvin manydn insnensa Paéyeti
SamsBreParen Vg | Ent igupadhdt Kit iti; Unddisftrens
itakicca | Siddhantekeumdl 1287 Also cf. Vayu P.7.75;
Magtya P.145.83%. At one placezﬁunibis described ss
follows g~ %ﬁhy§g§raniket3§ =6 5yad yatra Séya%g?ho

munik Saﬁkhasmgti 7.6,
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This knowledge wes claimed Lo he the Upab?&hsgs
or the elueidation of “he Vedes. YFhat wos implied in the
Vedss, was elucidsted hy the ruvanav:7 Paan oropogoted
this B@sb;mhaga theory whiech stresses the resl essgsnce of
the ?nrégas.g The Vedic theology snd the traditionsl
nythology vere knit together in the Pnrégas. This
glevation of the traditionsl lore was ou importént
phenouenon in the religiouns history of Indias. It connected

the Vedsg and the fpics. The dpics also continued the

semne btradition.

The Purdnss slso lsy down religious codes, nob
mentioned in the smrtis. Various Vé@tas and Pilzrim-Ylaces
that sre just mentioned in some smrtis sre elsborstely

g ¥ 9 * = > 3 g
discvuemed in the Pbranas. Neny Sruti sund Smgtv injuncthinns

2

ware elucidotsd and some wore were 2dded by the Pur Bpas.

Fudd
H

They were 1ike the heart, which correlates the impregsion

ol the two eyes.lo

7o Cf.ItihésaPurﬁyébhy§§ Yeden
Semufabgﬁh@yet \ Mhh,I.,267.68;
Veyu P.1.20.2 ete. is an OPt-quoted line.

&
.

Vide Kuwer Dr.pPlshpendrs (ed.), The Mshabhigevetapurdns,

Introduction P.19. |

g, CF.Yann éygga%thi Veﬁegu&atsawvaﬁ}akgyate Smrten /
Ubhoyoryonnsdrgham hi tatPurdpaih Pregiyste //
Voﬁarthaéadhzkam manyo Eﬁranaﬂt‘a@Vﬁraﬁana /
Veﬂ“h Ire thfhitan Samyalk Purena natrs namsgvah v

Ernannarndzva Hy U**a?srdha, 24,
10. GCf. %rutlvmrtz bbhe netro Fbranamhréwysm 5mrt?m /
BovI Bhszsvota XL 1 21,
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By the time of the completion of the major
purZnes thelr stetus wes further raised vo that of Sruti
and Sm?ti. Bince the Purégas contained almost 8ll types
of meterisl deslt with by the Sruties, Smrties,

Er§hmagas, and Uﬁaai§ads, they stbtasined enceyclopasedic
cheracter. Inspite of differences caused by the sectarian
development, they adhered to s common tradition. Their

common fesbures were known sg 1ak§e§as.

Paficalksana

¢

Pyrapa is generslly svoken of as(fégcalakgagas—
(Possessing five chorscteristics), viz. Sargs, {(creation),
Pretiserga (crestion after the previous destruction),
Vonds (dynssties either of the Sun, the Moon, Gods or
Patrierche), Manvanisrs (time-circles of different erss
of Msnus), Va@dsnucarits (deeds and history of the
Gescendents of the solsr, lunar, and other dynasties or
geuealogies of the kings).ll This P@ﬁcalakgega theory vsos

s

provegated by Amarasinmhe which relates to their exbternsl

aspects.lz ( , )

11, Cf.SsrgaécslPratisargaéca Vahdo uenventeranics /

" Vagmssnucaritah caivs Puranen Paﬁbalakgagam //
This verse with certsin Vsristions, occurs in Viggu
P.ITI. 6.24; Nirksndeya P.XIII,4,13; Agni P,I.14;
Ehavigya P,I11.5; Garu@a P.Ecérekégga I1.28 ezc.

12, Vide Yumsr Dr.Pyshpendrs (ed.), The Mah3bhigavata~
puréne, Introduction P.19.
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The Ten Chorscteristics of & Pursns
F-]

The Bhagevata mentions ten chsracteristics of s

Furana, They are respectively ss follows :=-

(1) Sarga -~ creation

(2) Vigsrga - The crestion of individual souls
Vividha srebih.

(%) Vrtti - Bustensnce of humen life.

(&) Rakfﬁ - The Protection given by the Lord to the

People through His avstdrss.

(5) Antsra - Msnventars

(8) Vama '

7N Vaﬁ§§§hucaritay

(8) Sansthd ~ Corresponds to theéPratisargé)of

the five Lak§agas.

(9) Hletu ~ The individusl soul, who with his karms
determines and influences &% tmdleemens the
cosmic crestion or deluge.lB

(10) ApSgraye - This is the epithet of Brahmsn, the
Highest Reslity. He is beyond Mays and is

slways s witness.lt

13. Cf.ﬂeturjivoﬁya SargadirevidysldrmeisraKaih /
teékénuéﬁyinaﬁ Pr§huravy§k£tamut§gare // Bheg.P.XIT,
718,

—— -y 3 ) x
14. Cf,.Vyastireksiivayo yasys Jjegratsvapnasugu Pbisu /
- i -3 ~
Ayamsyesgtad brahmna JIvavrtvisvapssrayah // Bnag.
?QKII'.’?.],Q‘
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The seme Fur®na aids some more chersctetristics.
Tn thet list, Sthanam, (the entire Universe), Po§a§am
(the grece of the Lord), Tui (the urge for doing actious -
Karmavasana), E%&nukathé (the stories about the descents
of Bhagovdn sud his followers), Nirodhs (prstissrga),
Mukti (Reglizstion of one's own self), are new ones.15

Ingpite of the mention of s number of laksanas
211l the topics of bths Fhrégas were not covereéyup. Newer
matter wes inbtroduced in the Puréges, which could uct be
clagsified under five or %ten laksanas. Ecgra«dkarmes,
some principles of stabecraflt, glorification of certsin
Vratas 2nd Tirthss - all these sre found in almost every
Purgng. So the laksanss only give scﬁue to the contents

of the Poranss sud do not Permeste the entire gamut.

The Purégas represent the litervatvre of growth
and honce it is very aifficult %o say enything with
certainty sbout them. There is & Pgucity (Scarcity) of the
critical edition of the Purzpes. The lines or verses
guoted from these Pufégas by the rivels may prove to be
leater sdditions from the critical:point of view. Granted
that it 1s difficult Ho gecept 3 particular view, it will no%b
be out of plgce to bring together the arsuments, marshslled

by both the groups and to cee whether sny compromising formulsa

15. CPf.Atrs corge Viserg&éca Sthanail Pb@agamﬁtaysg /
nanvantaredanukatha nirodho muktirgdrayah //
Bhig.P.11.10.1,
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csn be found oub.

The Upaniseds have rightly declared the Purgnas
as the fifth Veda. The Pur@nas hsve contrihuted @ grest
desl in bringing sbout religious harmony snd undersitsnding
amongst the diverse sections of the Hindu society. They
ere primsrily of a didectic snd liturgical cherscter and
have, therefore, & greater religious than literery

interest.16

They hove exercisel a powerful influence on the
subsequent 1iﬁrary productions and have served as a source
of inspiration to later poets, drsmatists, historisns
searéhing e chrondcle of prehistoric 2nd higtoric sges,

law-givers etc.}"7

As s matter of fact, the Purdnes have rendered
the grestest service in effecting the socigl snd religious
unification of diverse people of Indis. They hove trested
every religious feith of the soil with respect snd sccorded
to it g position in the Faursnic pantheism by explsining
its deity snd its principles through 2 rocoacilistion of the
teschings of SaWkhya end Veddnta. It is the Purgnss which

bave brought sbout unity in diversity, snd religious toleration

16. Vide Kumer Ur,Pushpendre (ed.}, The Mahébhégavatapuréga,
Introduction, P.19.

17. Ibid. P.20.
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to the followers of different faiths by making them reslize
that ged is one, though called by different names. It is
mainly through these works that the Vedic ideas and ideals
of religlor snd society have gurvived up to the present day
snd got wide circuletion smong the Eébple of India.18

The Purégas have 1sid grest stresg on the prectice
of Yoza, especislly the Kundalini Yoga. They propagpte
Karmé theory and also believe in the transuigrstion of
soul. F&r final salvsbion - 8 synthesis of Karma, Juans

and Bhaktl is nrescribed es the only mesns.

Though the Upgyurégas are not less iwporiaut »s
recovders of the social and religious history of Indis from
the Gupts period downwdrd, then the MshBpursZnss, these
have beon treated with indifference by scholsrs both modern
snd ancilent and heve bheen cslled as secondsry ones i.e.
Upaepur§gas. This Uyafgur§ga literature, though said to be
eighteen in number is very exwtensive and eveu includes
works of leter ages;go

) .

Saktisam is 2 veory important cuvlt smong the Hin@us
of the present day ell over Indis. Fessts and festivities
pertsining to these S5kta deities sbound in differvent parts

of the country. Occasionally these include the ribual of

18. Ipid., .21
199 Ibida, P~}-22"25.
20. 1Ibid. P.20.



sensual snd revolting practices, but by no mesns these
practices sre the characteristic or the most importent
feature of éakti cult. In fact, it hss lofty spiritusl
ideals, siming a% perfect reslizetion of the Vedantic
principle of the identity of the individusl soul srnd the
svpreme Brahman, who is none but the éakti, thet pefveées
the whole universe. The very first principle is to

identify oneself with the deity one worships. This hes been

described as the mentsl worship and meditation.gl

21.. Ibid. P.23.,



