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CHAPTER III

LIFE, DATE AND WORKS OF THE POET

Life of the poet

Pandita Tryambaka Bhandarkar, the writer of the epic poem- Sri- 

Swami- Vivekananda-Caritam, was bom in Toran village of Maharastra 
state,1 In Toran village there were three Maharastriyan Brahmin families. 

They were very learned and prosperous and Pandit Bhandarkar’s family 

was one of them. The name of poet’s father was Atmaranr and mother’s 

name was Vajrabai. His father was a saintly person free from all worldly 

desires. His mother was also a lovable and good house wife. He had one 
elder brother whose name was Narayana.2 His maternal uncle Mahadev 

Bhatt was living in that village.

When the poet was five years old, his family celebrated his yajffopavita 

or sacred thread ceremony. At that time the poet had seen two persons 

who were in white garments trying to show him particular direction. He 

told his mother about this incident and when his mother came out side to 

see them, they disappeared. After some time the poet came to Kashi and 

thought about that incident. At that time he realized that both persons 

were none but Ramkrishna paramahansa and Swami Vivekananda. 

Swamiji died in 1902, in the same year this incident had happened. Thus, 

from this incident our poet Bhandarkar was attracted towards Swami 

Vivekananda.
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The poet lost his father at the age of five. He came to Brahmpuri with his 

widow mother and maternal uncle for his further study. He commenced 

his study from Anyajibhai who was a very polite and wise person. After 

some years the poet lost his mother also, and then he came to Padmapuret 

village which is situated behind Brahmpur. He attracted the scholars by 

his intelligent discourses. Here he studied all the Vedas, Sastras, 
RudrSstSdhyayi etc.4 He received the ‘Teacher Training Certificate’ and 

Certificate of drawing examination of Mumbai Art School.5

Poet’s immense interest for Darshan Sastras and the Bhagvad Gita 

brought him to Varanasi which is famous for Sanskrit study. He got 

settled in Varanasi for the entire life. First he stayed in “Bhosala mandir” 

and then purchased a plot in Narayan Nagar and built a bungalow of his 

own. In the year 1942 he began to live in this new house with his family. 
Even today that house represents poet’s love for the art and architecture.6

Bhandarkar had studied Shankar Bhashya and Paffchdashi.7 In the year 

1941 when he reached Kashi, with in two year he had completely studied 

Siddhant Mukatavali, some epic poems, Yajurvaveda, the knowledge of 

computer at Vedavidyalay.8 He had achieved M.A. degree in three 
subjects, Sanskrit, Ancient History and Culture and Philosophy.9 He has 

knowledge of Jyotisa and Mathematics. He had interest in cooking 

also.10

He did not believe in upper and lower caste. For him every one is 
Brahmin in the world. He married to Malati Patil,11 who was one of the 

best students of Sharada Vidyalaya. Though some people opposed their 

marriage, it did not affect their married life. The poet lived happy 

married life. His wife Malati always was supporting in the progress of his
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husband in all the possible manner.12 She was a teacher in Children Play 

School with the salary of three hundred rupees only. She passed away 
on 22nd December 1920. When Bhandarkar was just in fifth class at the 

age of ten, he lost his father in the year 1907. When he was in Varanasi in 

Bhosala Temple, he lost his elder brother also.

After five years of his marriage he became father of a girl, whose name 
was Kadamban.13 The poet had a sister by name Sumati, who was staying 

in Narayana nagar. The poet himself was serving in Vasant Mahila 

College . Her husband Vasant Sakalkar was M.B.B.S doctor and was 
doing his practice in the Kashinagar Municipal Hospital. KadambarT was 

a teacher in the Vibhushitagrasena School. In this family there was one 

daughter Prabhvati who was serving as a Professor. Thus there are 

thirteen members in the poet’s family. He had five grand children; two 

elder grand -daughters; two grand-sons, Harsh and Sanjay. All the 

members of the family were highly educated and were serving in some 
educational institutions.14

The poet had provided this information in his book Vidhyarthi 

(AtamacZlritam).

Poet’s Scholarship

Tryambaka Bhandarkar was not only a gifted poet but also a man of great
9

learning. He was well-versed in various Sastras and Arts. His knowledge 

is projected in his Mahakavya. His poem is rich with erudite references
j

to the Sastras such as Vedas, Upanisads, Epics, Bhagavadgita, Grammar, 

Nyaya-philosophy, Prosody and poetics. At the end of every canto the 

poet provides brief information about his scholarship. He had deep
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interest in Western Philosophy. He had also written a book on Western 

Philosophy in various metres. It will be discussed in the proper place in 
the thesis.15

The poet had a degree in Sanskrit Sahityasastra and it is known from his 
own words.16 Though he was quite familiar with the Vedas but there are 

no evidences in his mahakavya to show that he was fired by the 

wonderful poetic concepts and descriptions found in the Rgvedic poetry, 

all the same he speaks of Vedas in terms of reverence. He had knowledge 
of Purana and Itihasa also.17 He had studied Jyotisas*astra especially 

Falitajyotisa. The poet had continued his study up to the age of forty- 

five.18

Poet’s creation is not limited only to Sanskrit language. He had 
composed many Dance-dramas in Hindi language19 but all of them are 

not available in printed form. He had earned special fame for the painting 
and drawing.20 He had special interest in Campu-Kavya}x Again, 

Bhandarkar was well-versed in the Upanisadic philosophy and he directly 

or indirectly referred to them. We do not find him frequently borrowing 

the immortal characters and perfect symbolisms and expressions of the 

Upanisadic poetic diction; but we certainly find Upanisadic ideas and 

thoughts glistening at many places in his work. The poet also referred to 

some systems of Indian philosophy. His proficiency in rhetoric may be 

seen in his beautiful presentations of Citralahkara as well as other 

alahkaras and in metrics. He had good command over Sanskrit language. 

He knew the rules of grammar very well. So mistakes do not occur in his 

writing. By the adoption of the metrical style for the composition of 

Kavya, Bhandarkar has given apparent evidence of his confidence in the 

handling of metres and their appropriate applications. It is worth
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mentioning here that his full knowledge of the metres and their proper 

application in accordance with different incidents and narrations, shines 

from each and every verse of the poem.22 The poet had deep knowledge 

of the Bhagavad Gita. He had used the words like “Lokasangraha”.23 He 

had deep knowledge of Nyaya-philosophy.24 Similarly he had also 

profound knowledge of AdvaitaVedanta philosophy25 and Yoga-SSstra. 

He had given an interesting definition of Yoga.26 He had studied almost 

all the works of Swami Vivekananda and Ramkrishna Paramahansa. So 

there are references to the books of Swami Vivekananda like Rajayoga, 

which was highly appreciated by the people.

Poet’s Works

The poet Bhandarkar has composed many literary works. At Brahmpuri, 

when he was studying in the school he had published a journal entitled 

Womb for children. At the age of fifteen, he composed a poem in 

Marathi entitled Gajendramoksa in Sdrdulavikrldita metre. He has also 

written more than two hundred letters in the form of poems, which are 

unfortunately completely lost.

Again, when the poet was in Hamadabad he had written Jayaram stuti in 

Sanskrit for a devotee. He translated two chapters of this work in Marathi. 

When he came to Varanasi he had composed samasyapurti type of poems 

on Pikavildpa of the Kddambari. He published some papers in the Sdrada 

magazine. He has also written three plays in Hindi based on the plays of 

Bhasa viz, Rajyasri, Vasatami, Pancard tram.

In his poem Bharatasya itihasa the poet described India from the pre­

history up to the attack of Muslim rulers. This poem contains total two
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thousand verses. This book is very important for the students of Indian 

history.

Pascatya Darsana is also a good composition of the poet in Sanskrit 

language.

He had also written Ramakrsna-upadesa-dwisati in two hundred verses, 

Vivekanandopadesa- Dwisati and Vivekanandacaritam, a khandakavya 
which is not available to us.28 The Tao-Glta is a famous work of China 

written in five hundred verses. Here the meaning of the word ‘Tao’ 

means the devotees of Brahma, they are very pure, fearless persons and 

always engaged to achieve the highest places. Our poet has described the 
similarity between Tao Gita and Vedanta philosophy.29

A campu-kavya named Kadambari-campu was also composed by him.

> _Sriramakrsnopadesa Sahasri

irirdmakrsnopadesa was published by Ramakrishna Shivanand Ashram, 

Barasat Janapad, Culcatta, in the year 1977. The name of the publisher 

was sri Vishwanath Dutt, the Urika Private Limited, Bodolia, Varanasi. 

The editors of this work are Aeharya Anand Jha, H.O.D. of the Sanskrit 

Department., Chakravarti Vedanta Sastri, and Maharaj Jodapumanand.

In this work the poet had rendered into Sanskrit the advises of Sri 

Ramakrsna in various lucid metres. The work is divided into eighteen 

chapters and 12 hundred verses. The first chapter is about the Sahara 

Nirakdra form of God. In the second and third chapters he has dealt with 

various Sastric principles, the fourth chapter is about the Tyaga, fifth
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chapter is based on Samsarasrama, sixth is about Grhsthasrama, seventh 

is on Sanyasasrama. The main topic of the eighth chapter is about the 

form of Atma, the power of Brahma, difference between Bhakti and 

jnana; the nature of three Gunas etc. entitled with the “Gross Body”. 

Chapter ninth is about the knowledge of Yoga, Karmayoga and 

Bhaktiyoga is in the tenth and eleventh chapters, Dhyana is the main 

topic of thirteenth chapter and fourteenth chapter is on qualifications of 

devotees. Various types of messages of Sri Ramakrsna are found in the 
fifteenth chapter, the sixteenth chapter is entitled as Iswara Darianam. In 

the seventeenth and eighteenth chapters the poet has wonderfully 

described harmony of all religious traditions.

Pashchatya-darsanam

The poet Bhandarkar has composed this book on western philosophy so 

it is a philosophical text which presents the philosophical doctrines of 

Hume, Kant, Hegel, Decart and other prominent philosophers. He has 

simplified the difficult philosophy and written in simple and lucid 
language. Some examples are given .3!

This work divided into three parts first part contain first to sin cantos, 

seven to eleven chapters are in the second part and twelve to eighteen 

chapters are in the third part. The name of the first part is Greece 

Darshnam, second chapter entitled with Madhyayugdarshnam, and the 

name of the third part is Adhunikyugam.

In the first chapter poet gives the views of the different philosopher like 

Thels, Anamzimandar, Anagjaminij, Zenopheniz, Payathagoras, Hereklits,
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Eliyatiqs, Anekatavvadin, Demokritas, etc, At the end of the canto he has 

also given their periods.

Thels

Anagjamenij

Anagjimandar

Zenafenij

Payathagoras

Hereklits

Paramenedij

Demokrits

624-554 B.C 

588-524 “

611-547 “

570-500 “

513- 

450- 

470-

The name of the first canto is Purvasofestmat, second canto is 

Sofestsacratismat, third is platomat, fourth is Aristotalmat, in the fifth 

canto there is the view of three philosophers and its name is Epicuras- 

Stayecs-Sceptekmat, name of the sixth canto is platinasamat and here is 

the end of the first part. Seventh canto is Agastinmat, eight is scalesticmat, 

name of the ninth canto Equinamat, eleventh canto is Scatsmat, poet 

described the view of the philosophers of the fourteenth century, and here 

is the end of the second part. Second part begun with the twelfth canto 

and its name is Becan- Harbsmat, thirteenth canto is Dekart Darshnam, 

name of the fourteenth canto Spinozadarshnam, the name of the fifteenth 

canto is Lokmat, the name of the sixteenth canto is Berkle Human 

Darshnam, Seventeenth Canto is Libenzmat, the name of the eighteenth 

canto is KantmatDarshnam. Here is the end of third part. The last 

nineteenth canto is parishishta..
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Vidyarthi (Atmacaritam)

In this work the poet Tryambak Bhandarkar has written his Biography. 

The book is published by Tara Printing Works, Varanasi.32

Sri Swami Vivek5nacla caritam
This is one of the best composition of the poet Bandarkar. This epic 
poem is published by the ChowkhaSa Sanskrit series Office, Varanasi, in 

the year 1973. This is the epic poem on the life of Swami Vivekanandcu 
Mangaldev Sastri remarks about this work. On 29th May 1966 the poet 

started to write this work and on 15th August 1969 this work is 

completed.33

Vivekadipa

VivekadTpa is an auto commentary on the epic poem Sri Swami 

Vivekanada caritam. It is a lucid commentary. It clarifies some of the 

difficult word. It also gives the names of the chhandas and alamkaras 

with their definitions and facilitates the study of the kavya. The present 

commentary is very much useful for the study of the kavya. The 
commentary of the first verse is given here.34

Ramakrsna-Gita
*««

Ramakrsna Gita is published by Chowkhamba Sanskrit Granthmala, 

Varanasi. Like Bhagavad Gita, this work also contains eighteen chapters. 

The messages of Ramakrsna Paramhansa are described in this work. This 

book is published in the year 1973.
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The title of the chapters and number of verses therein are: 1)

Avataratattvam (62) 2) Isvaradarsanam (86) 3) Sahara Nirakdrica (42) 

4) Sastrapandityam ca 5) Tyaga (27) 6) Grhasthasrama (73) 7) 

Samsarairamasadharid (106) 8) Sanyasairama (75) 9) Gyanasvarupam 
(86) 10) Gyariavastja (90) 11) Karma Yoga (42) 12) BhaktiYoga (87) 13) 

Yogatattvam (62) 14) Dhydnatattvam (40) 15) Bhaktaguna (52) 16) 
Sarvadhrmasam^vaya (30) 17) Vividhopadeia (76) 18) Nityupadesa (66). 

Thus, there are total 1158 verses in this work. Some verses are given here.

Sri Ramakrsna GJta’begins with this given slokd5.

AnandamayT Stavanam

Dr. Saligram Sastri informs us about the composition of Stavana in praise 
of Maa AnandamayT by Bhandarkar.36

Thus the poet has written many works, some are published, some are un­

published.

Aim of the poet

According to Mammata, a literary composition provides with fame, 

money, the knowledge of the practical conduct, destruction of what is 

inauspicious. According to Bhamaha , fame is one of the aims of a 

scholar. As regards the S.V.C. the poet Bhandarkar has composed this 

poem for highlighting the noble life of Swami Vivekananda, which will
■yn

inspire the youths of India.
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Poet’s achievements

Our Poet Bhandarkar had achieved a good number of awards and prizes 

from the state government for his published works. These awards and 

certificates show the talent of the poet Bhandarkar. Here we give some 

specimen of his original certificates:

He had received first the Award for his work Svami Vivekananda caritam 

maliakdvya from UP Govt. Education Department state Literary Award in 
1874-75.38

In the same year he also received another literary award for his work 
Ramakrs&na Gftd from the same Govt.3 9

• 0 «

In the year 1978-79 he got another award for his composition Pashchatya 
Darshanam from UP Sanskrit Academy, Lakhtnow.40

Personality of the poet as reflected in the epic poem

From the study of the epic poem it is clearly known that the poet was a 

profound lover of knowledge. He had continued his study up to the age of 

forty five even after marriage. He had studied many subjects and did M. 

A. in three subjects. He also studied the western philosophy with equal 

competence and zeal. He was a devotee of Paramahamsa and Swami 

Vivekananda. It is also known that he was a humble person. Nowhere he 

has boosted about his scholarship and in depth knowledge about various 

branches of Indology. From the number of works it is inferred that the
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poet was a disciplinarian and a dedicated person who had sacrificed his 

life for the propagation of Sanskrit language and literature.

Poet’s Death

The poet was very active all through his life. On the day of his death, he 

had gone to his college in the morning by rickshaw; and on the gate of the 
college he became unconscious and passed away on 13th April 1974. It 

was Dvitiya Tithi of the month Chaitra. Though he has left his mortal 

body he is still leaving through immortal works.
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3TT35 3TTfffRT^n^TT TTTCftcWT JRToFcT: I 

TTXPHt offesft oTTcft ^mSlftTO gjJCTc^^ II 

fTTT^ficT 2f^T5T5rT frRTT^ 7?TT ?fcT I

farter xrftci t&v ^ n
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33. i) 3Tfi%^R9T7RTfcIT% JTST^Tct HafrjTTJTTf^mrt: Sft TcfTlft 

fcN^TFTT? «TftcToTTITOJ|gl<t>lc4 ftfcT TTg 1'4> I c4J $fof% TTHR# | 

7gTlftf%t W T^R^JTf T35 Tc^TTstj feffcr U F€RcST TTRRRTtlf

3^f%sj ?tirit: ^jirepcPTosrstf^T firwe^ 

7rnT7rnf%t^f^Tjxjf: tt ?rfTf% -

^f%^cftfrT JTofteft f%*^RT: I H'RcKlft<*e< ^ ffiraa&STCTcf 

7WTjftf%t^T5f5^T-2r f%xIRT^cTtTRT£R^fi% gRc^ntcTIUT- 

tFRTTf^- WTS^RR^ ?2JToT H^tfcT TUT 3J*rT3T?RTI( |

UiFFr$W3TR5ft SSVC. p. 9

Hf?irav TIJrf JT5I®TS^5tSTI®?tf5T! 35 era' ^oT^ofa 

f^IcfRftcf I 3TlOTRr^RfcZnxjcTcRn HIRTRlIcZlI^gSlTmTci; 

oTToTfoT cften^cqfcT: I cgfcST tgmcRcj; ^Rcffa^?TT^qcST^ci> 

T-^TfT^ 3f*mft H*5T: 3fRft#cT I 7cTTftf%t cJSRTF^- 

3T5IT3TcrT6#iritrHt5T cT^ffoTITf T^<^^IRTRT<T TTT^RT xj 

m oTTcTT ffcT Hof: 3nc2Rj:*ffemv
?t-‘s-?s 3T3TT^§r?7T Trinflraj

JTIT^Tc^ I

SSVC. p. 14
3frTcfQ[Rraa5Te£

<arejuRl Tr^trrap^ i

7WTfTF>RITf^cr^ (H 3T3R?T) t£of

mT^Tc^fir^ 2jSf^ II SSVC. p. 236
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34 fST - HTRr- WTO .................
fsTnrr^frT i fsTCRT^ra^nr:

TRHTO3ji 3ffifcT: 3Tc?!n«R^^ 
mflfcT: W*l PTTH: 3TWffT: !l SSVC p.24

35 cZTT^iT SnficT^oT^ir 5%
SfiT ipri ftcf T^TTcT 1 

fcftcf tcfhfft sftsWcfW:
tt ftra 5r: ii RG. i.1

??«i ftesr TOcrs^smfsftcsi
....ft ....u ^ _■ ..., „ Q ,,,, ,„ ____ r^rtcTPJcT

^UTT cr^Hftr€i
TO^TT W^ft ef^pTHTO THT^lft 11 Ibid VIII .66

36 aft ifUf^T ^rnraftnfcmFT^ i
TTToTo^ITTaTff^irzft JRTSSTT^ I 

f$F&m TO I55rTTf«IT5TH
UT<f7^^TT 9RUT Smft II % II 

HT^^iffcf f^ircrsftfSmTTOT, gm^ri nfcn53Tf2fcT^ftcf*TRn^ 
3ftTOr^OTTfW?m^TOf, ?Tfe7ww mm nuft n ? n 
ctrt mi ^fWcrfferinwf, srRnfesTOReRT strict^ i

3JUTTfi%cTTO^3Jur7W^i, 3RUT SPT# II 3 II

p&T TTcJT^H Ff fcRvQ^I-'Sr: SR^T JTOft II V
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sr^TcJTsrraTsfoKirTsmiFT ttt$nipTc?ccr^Nri^ i
mi?mi twiRfforqnRif ^TficT^^trf srad n u n
^TTIRff ^U^^cfTcrafl^f, cftcfj^Rr 

Trsrmiff mif Teresa t srut snr# mil

2TJP*SSTT TT^uffefejdf: ^Tinf^ddf^ <>TO«jf^ I 

7#WT Tr^FTTTfcTm^TTfF 7W35ITT SRtrf ire# II 13 II 

sreff f^STScff 3R3r5lflJ%: WSftlTT I

mumn-zti ^prararicj jtii c ii

f%?3rC3f?mTfffl7f ffRTWf ^TfcRTT TT^TTITT^WT^im I 

ftrfTTtjWmfF^fT^c^mFcft TOTTWW 9RUT JPlil II % II 
owfeinftfticrfter^Mff, vfruwf i

3TT^T7ijfcf fciaN-ci*m' 3T7W n^rd 11 %o n
3T9if?^ HTi^TflratjHTOT wlra TOSTfWc^iaOTfn i 

H?T#7o5TTIRUT THRU: mfiFcre^WT 3RW nqd || n II 

3*rfi%®ft' wni fM£r frciRjmRFR^ i

^ftcTT 3{§f TT^mTFTTTr, 3TtQr-c| *>*7T 3RW SRT# II U II

37.nra€IoT^

(?)
t mzn JTT^T: ^TfoT^TTTT^T: I
3jf% ^WT ?T?ftlj|cfc5RTO7cff ^T?n II

(O
OT?wf?T3raT fir?* f^n vraroncft i
3TT TTTftcSnTpfct 3*fT ^TTCr^TcTf 2Rft 11
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(?)

oRTfcT TTfJcfT fxHT TTHTfrTsF RT TTRRT^ 11

00
mUTRF^ J4vjlc'M<rcJ) 7T<F^^aT IptoT I

jrsf?Tf^T ucftW 3fft n

(9)
aTTTTTcTyfd^rf^tinf^msrrr: i 
JJcTT^uaftgRTafft^Iinj^wfaR^cRI^ II

(O
T?cTTf3ft HRcft 5T: WWJT I
HnxrTTTramif ^sr n

(19)
irttcst# nrofts* *<j: i

WF5TT?nRr WTcR^ WTWlggpmiT II

(O
^7TTf|r2lftnTfuTITgfcnW# I 

^WTSft ■Srrt^tFITRTf^TftuT: II

(?)
mfanfiWt iftffrfl sft iTt^prftfk *<ran; i 
firt* smn^iuRira®: n

Oo)
7cJTfirST 3^ if oTTsMs^ffN’: |g«TT I

?7rraf -flTSfT^UfTTT^sfcfl n

00
^ ft wTWpT ^uT^fiim^r i

frrft7Ta£rfire xT& ^TTTcf fTToWRcH^ II
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00
?cnfirftt cTtIoT tjuft i
7^f%c2|cgPct>T9TT«f JTToTW: TTIToTT^TcT 11

(«)
f$T£TT aTT?ft fcf<JT^RI cfT I

1% WT5TT: Uplift SUcT^T ZT«JT 11

0«)
? ft5TTcn7g *£fcT *£ZR=ft *pT: 

URcnRT WcTTf^ ftft

(rs)
UT<jmwirfcRii wefm ^qrefcrf orarftft i

n^cfcTT WcfcTT fft^HmoTftsftkrT: 11

3TW<T5r f^27
3$ 1SJ3I VV5T?5ftqT5?53Xa^?raf

SSVC p. 12
38 HOT TCTOT7:

3rmrt§T STTHcT
flTSTT fiWRT

UW-BS
aft ^.T*. 1TOTO?? gft 33T^ ‘aft ?cTTlft f%tg5T5T?5 xrftft’
oTTW ^TcT5S> VR cftcrf ^5TR 3?qft % ^TfcT^H XJTFSsT? ft

TinnfftfT f^3TT 3RTT I
3TranRTT^ ftar

3TT^fs i?w ?rf%cr ctcsw 7nf^f?te
3rR3Tt?T STITTS, f^T^TT f%*TRT, rgTFZm 3TftfcT
f^oTT^ 3RT7cT «,
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39 (fticffcr inrro nfcrftrft: )
3rF?nf3T 3TT7T5T ftr$TT ftSfFT

vwswm? ml ssrcft xcm-m ^tjt^tsut gftcrf 
5TTTO *JtRT3> m I^TR qfxT 7ft % ftsft gTTcPT? £ 
TTUnfoRT 3RTT I

3fTUTnTTO ft ^
3fT7£tl> T?cj Trfira 3T£ZT§T TfTftf^IcE. <J77cf>T? TrftfcT 

SrTCIjtST 3TT7T3T, flUTT fiWT^T,
ftSTO 

3Tf$T SJ*PT
40 (cfcft^T

3rnnt?T TfT^cT ‘3f^T^lft,
CTOT3T35 TTT^cT-TTTftc^T t|77ciST7:

1SIH ^TSft*? n^TftrcTT ^frT:
3Tflr^Tf?ftl^f^: WZT-m 11- sft^wtftcTT ffcr cTFc$*sT3S 

Sift^ITO 3TTrimTO SfU5T?cfR ft^TTTTJT 'jrm Hf35RStRr<f>Tftw 
^TT^T^XJT TTf^f 7TJIT3rtlfcr i

ftW"5 «>rf **&*!«
ftgfera? 3fS3j§T
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