ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I am indeed fortunate to have Dr. T. R. Bishnoi of the Departm’éntﬁf

Economics of the M. S. University of Baroda as my research guide. The
present study is an outcome of his scholarly guidance, cooperation and constant
support throughout my research. I deeply appreciate his abiding interest in my
work.

I thank Professor Maya Shah who was then Head of the Department
when I got myself registered as a Ph.D. student at the Department of
Economics. She made inquiries about my progress and encouraged me from
time to time. I am also indebted to Professor Bhavna Kantawala, Head of the
Department Economics for providing me necessary facility and support in my
thesis work. She always inquired affectionately about my progress whenever I
visited the Department of Economics for attending seminars and workshops
during these years. I express my gratitude to thank all my teachers at the
Department for their continuous support to my work.

At this moment, I would like to thank Professor R. J. Shah, Dean,
Faculty of Arts for his continuous interest in my work. I am grateful to the
authorities of the M. S. University of Baroda for having provided all the
facilities and conducive atmosphere to me to complete this work.

I am thankful to the Library staff of Smt. Hansa Mehta Library,
Vadodara and S. P. B. English Medium College of Commerce, Surat for
providing me excellent library facility and support. I also express my heart felt
gratitude to my Principal Dr. V. D. Naik and colleagues at the S. P. B. English

Medium College of Commerce, Surat for their support for my work.



My parents took keen interest in my work from the very beginning. My
father Professor Niranjan Pandya helped me in finalizing the research topic and
made number of useful suggestions. My mother Professor Sudha Pandya was
an unfailing source of continuous encouragement. I do not know how
adequately to express my sense of gratitude to both of them.

I specially thank my wife Hira and my young daughter Devanshi for
bearing with my long absence from home during this work. I am keenly aware
of the discomfort caused to them and I appreciate their constant encouragement
to me.

Last but not the least, I would like to thank one and all who have

directly or indirectly been helpful in my study.

Vadodara Ashish N. Pandya
March 2008



