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preface

Everlasting significance of agriculture is Indian Economy# 
increasing attention of the Govt, towards agricultural sector# ' 
very little work done on agricultural wages in Rajasthan and rising 
concern of researchers# social reformers and administrative 
authorities towards labourer*s relative share in the enhanced 
agricultural productivity tempted me to take up this area for 
investigation*

fh© study is based on the wage data of 48 villages spread over 
all the districts in Rajasthan* It covers a period of 12 years 
from 1967-63 to 1978-79* Data utilised in the study are subject to 
limitations# may be statistical# conceptual or other-wise*

The study is aimed at the examination of the movements of the 
wage rates paid to the adult male casual labour ixi agriculture at 
village and district levels*• Sis© and nature of spatial temporal 
and operation-wise wage differentials are also examined* The study 
is based on the hypothesis that there exists an upward sloping 
rather than horizontal labour supply curve in agricultural labour 
market* it accepts the hypothesis as it*A* tester opined# that wage 
differentials are expected to be high and unsystematic in agricul
tural sector*

The study is a modest beginning covering various important 
aspects of agricultural wages in Rajasthan* Th© findings may be taken 
as an indicative to get into the area intensively, specially for 
Rajasthan whore a vast field remains yet to be explored*.



(ii)

I express my profound sense of gratitude to my guide#
Prof.s*R* Hashim# a man with vision and foresight ^without ’whose 
immense guidance and constantly painstaking efforts# the present 
work would not have ever com© to light at all* I feel priviledged 
to have worked under him and deem obliged for the intellectual 
guidance showered upon me*

X m deeply indebted to Prof* V*N* Kothari# Head# Department . 
of Economics# for his constant and instant help at every step*
During my 3% years stay at Baroda# 2 remained in the grip of 
severely unfavourable domestic circumstances causing mental tension 
and torture and hampered my work a lot* However# snention may be 
made of Prof# Kothari without whose liberal and generous attitude# 
my stay would never have been continuous* I express my sincere 
thanks to other staff members also who helped ms at various stages*

A sense of gratitude is ©wed t© the U*Q*C» for financing my 
stay as a teacher fellow at this university under ]?*2*P. from August# 
1977 to January# 1981* £ am deeply indebted to the management
authorities of my college# my Principal ,-Dr.H .£ HGrinder# end Head of 
the Deptt. of Economics#, pr* S*P* Singh# for permitting me academic 
leave very kindly*

Gratitudes are due to the authorities of the Directorate of 
Economics and Statistics Rajasthan# Jaipur# Information Centre Jaipur# 
Director of census Operations Rajasthan and Rajasthan university 
library Jaipur# from where most of the needed data were collected* 
"Shanks are also due to various revenue authorities (Tehsildars and 
Patwaris) tdtose cooperation and help enabled ate to collect data 
relating to tine villages under study*,



(iii)

I am highly obliged to Prof* Q» Parathasar thy # Prof* G.s.
Prof»Bhalla#/R* Radhakrishanan« and many others whose valuable 

suggestions enriched the work.

Shanks are owed to the staff of the smt. Hanoa Mehta Library 
and P.R.L. for their cooperation and. assistance* Ihen# there ar© 
many more friends and authorities from whom I received assistances 
at various stages* 2 wish to acknowledge dues with regret since 
they all can not bo identified individually*

Mention would not be out of place Of Jay heartful gratitude to 
my wife# Geeta# who with valiant courage faced extremely unfavourable 
circumstances that cropped up at my native place and managed 
house-hold affairs in my absence! other-wise# I am quite sure* my 
stay at Baroda would never have been completed* My affectionate 
thanks are also due to my children# Mahuveer# Kir an and Bona# who 
were deprived of their due love and care on iny part*

bast but most, my humble thanks from the core of the heart 
are due to the Almighty God4 who showered upon me utmost courage 
to carry on the work to successful completion#

For all the error© and oiamissioas that remained# I alone take 
responsibility*

November# 1981* (Shea Shyara Gafg)


