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The ooonomic importance of the gffiuent groun end
the faet that o far no study o the conpwmtion bhehaviour
of thig stratum of soclety had been undertahen for a
rapidly growving clty like Bavoda, prompied the chotce of
this problen for investigation. The importance of detsmining
the parmmetars of consumption espenditure such ne the
Engel ratio, the marginal propebsities to conssme, the
income elacticitics snd the socto-economie factors that
play a key role in shaping the conmaeption patiemn of this
agroup which, we repeat . zobs ag 'forerunners of chonge in
denanid mnd conmmption' justified slesrly the noed for
£1114ng up this gap 1n information in the ares of household
tudget studies,?

%Wemm C, Bixgte, canmgﬁm\ Mﬁs s A Multidlsci-
plinary Approach, N,¥, 3 John Wiley =nd Sons, Ineg,, 1968,p, 109,
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he main objective was o Lavesticnte awd riceily
the exmaaditure pabtem of o selaotsdl qron of Moh {noome
tougeholds tn Haods CREY on the leals of dato esllootod
through the edsingstration of v aterview schelule om
westionnodre, of o shruotiipe? e, She dobe were tn T
soalyend o present the brosd gvoctrzun of hetsetnld
ewanddture for varione commilties nd mervices { foud
ool nob-foodl. The patbem of congemtion {0 refliontad, on
Lo vall-known, not only by tha albaoluts mommts aomE o
vericuy items of sowndiure, DGt sl 18 thelr Dol eotios,
thnt 4%, the oxeportion of wonamtion senditure
rotal ewpenditute, in tho relatdonship Metwesn chuoncas in
consymotion &0 chabgws in Inoome, ol 18 hetwomn the onte
of chenge in congrotich w mw of dhonge $n itk Dakts
ware snolysel to 4Cmtlly the eotemie snd rofesoonmie
deteminmnts of consmption, The veriahles conmderal in
tidz contaat were ¢ ‘
Inovme, Total Dwnenditure of dhe ougadold, roe of the
Hoad ood Sloe of thw Boussteld, Uonith, Segion, Dietpry
hatdkt { Vogetarion / Dotevagetstion 3, DOucatimnsl
Lavel of tha lousewife, ond Socmpation of the Nesd
ef the lousehsld,
Gtendaed lonot spmres segreadon teahalomo wew eloyed
Lor toying a few wallamown ngel models AR oOrder o sstinebe

| sasosetriesily the dnstred pagrmotors,



& voview of the exigting 1itersture on this tonic
miggested considaxation of the following cuestions and
testing of corresponding hypothopes 5 |

1. Tha ratio of expenditure on a comodity to total

emenditure { Pngel Ratic ), though by the nature of the

\ definition, -~ - generclly a decreasing function of snm.
‘- 4s ab fmportant indleator of the consumption bohaviour
of a househwld. Engol's law on food, homely that
proporiionate ancunt egamé ot food will decrease with riging
income has been found t6 be gndversally valid is 1) enpivies)
studies, Ours vas not expoctad ¢o prove to be an erception,
It was howewer bypothesized that commodities and services
such as milk, €ruits and vagetables, clothing etc, vhich
have besn found to be lumurdes { income elasticity greater
then unity with lowsr income groups ) would prove o be
necesxities for the affluont group { olapticibty Ioss than
unity }. This vould ghow in whet mafiner ond o what extent
the household budget of the affluent ssction differs from
that of ths lower income groups,

\I l\'k L

2. In partienlar one comld eypect a2 Moher cuality
in food congsurption denoted by comparativaly increased
outleys oh protein ond vitominecich foods ond correspondingly
decrsssed outlay on cereals onid pulses, ‘

3. A8 o natnrs) cornllery %o the first hwpotheuds the
amunt opant on non-fopd should show an dnorsasing trend, The



pertinent cueation hore wag s where doas the extra rupes

o 7 Sociological studien of the sffluent class deseribe

i1t as exiibiting vide range of secial coatacks, enjoving
conagldersble fraedom in thelr persenal emonses, ond often
concemnead wdth natters of asclial progtige and soclal
oxpoctations, md security for future gonerebions, It was,
therefore, hypothestzed that Chere would be positive
association betvee income and espenditure on itans which
ethildt outwsrdly their Moh level of living ( rent, domestie
sarvants, conveysnos ato,)

4. Femily eive hag begn fwmﬁ to have negative
assocdation with peni.lumsries like vegetablas, fruits ebe.
and Iuwmries like conveyence ete, in the case of relativaly
loas affluent groups. The gfflut section however 1o not
bepet with such financiol conetimints, It 45 2ikely on the
contrary that with increasing fomily size the outlay on
such mm&itiés would tond to increage rather thon decrease.

5. Family 1ife cycle 18 a differentic) wilch affects
the wanta Herarchy of houssholds for different types of
goods ohd services. Uence age of the baad of the househmld
taken ag operational variazble for the fanily 1ife cvole
could ba expected to be a determinant of consumption, ealth
in mtgxaé favtor which haé a pronownced effest on the
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,ammags and valne systen of ¢ Fousstnld., In 1tens of o
‘congpicuocus® nature such as rent, convayshee 1t could even
ovaerride the influence of income,

Parther, with mspwé to tho consumption of corernls and
puisas, 1t was hypothesized that rice-eaters ( vwho have
migrated to Gujsrat from the Scuthem and eastern reglons }
will peralat in thelr detory Halit snd that tholy vice
conmmption willi be sionificontly Mgher then the rice
congunption of the vhoat eaters ( northérn snd woestemn rectons
of Indla }. In a dmilay mamner it wase hypothesizad that wvheat
consumption would be significantly higher in the cass of the
vheat aaters, This would dhow thal recion 45 an fmportant
factor in the consurption of cerenls,

RBonevagetarien families ave generslly held to spend more
on food, It was axpected of non-vegetarian houssholda of the
affiuent group that with their grester purchasing power they
would be conmming mors of protein and vitaoin.rich foods,
apart from meat products,

6. Educational lovel of the housewife mnd occupation
of the head of the household were two othsr verlahles which
wore ¢hosen for investigation. The ignorsiice of pooy illiterste
women in matters of diet, ond medicsl caze is known; Mt
whether housewites belonging to the saffluent saction would
eddibit significant dlffersnces due to differenves in thelr
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oduzational background cannot be snowersd without

adaguate testing, Hence this variphble was tegted with
ragpect to consumption of protedn and vitamin zich foods

{ fruits, vogetables, milk, il profucts, oggs } =nd with
zagpect to cersala and pulses { carbohydrates §,. Ocoupation
which 18 one of the imrortant determinants of ssolal rank
could influence non-Sood consumpticn through asscial
‘cupectations in regpect of partionlar gm@atima, and food
-consumption as wall, through the nature of work ¢ grentor
congyption of beaverages ete, ) Mmoag the vworking clams
cocupation has been found to have direct relationship with
the conaumption of clothing «nd fooktweay, ith the E£0ume
urbon group it wos felt more mesningful te hiave thres classas
only, nemoly self.emploved, emloved professions) { munagoerial
and eaxocutive } ond mgéggsgdﬁfgagg. Association botveen
oecupationgl cotegury =nd ,;tim following Ltoms wne noolited ¢
Cerenls, pulsces, pmwteing and wWtanin.rich foods, fots,
wgax;'. clothing, conveyance, inmfmw and vent,

Sumary of tha Findings

Dawgraphlie Characteristics of the Szple

The sawple consistsd of one hndred and clghbyfive
bouseholds ( randonmly ssiected § of Bapoda Gity with an
afnlal net digposable income { income £rom sl oouree= lese

\\ drect taxes ) of Ks, 15300 and ovey, Tyentysix pereent of
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tho eample: households belonged to the joint family system,
The ovarage size of tha household wae 4.85 poreans, In respact
of age structure in the sarple, the age group 6-1& yvenrs
congtituted the modde of the distridution, Female o male
rotio was 0,90, 84.42 per cent of the hends of the householde
wepe gratiatas while smong the housswives the parcentoge of
grodustes was fortyasven. The sanple was predominantly

Hindu { nearly 89 per cont). Uearly 53 per cent of the carple
houpsholds belonged to communtities other then Gujaratis, ut
of the 185 houecholds 76 reported to be non-vegetarians,

The Consumption Pettemn of the Aﬁﬂumf: Gopun

The avataga housahicld in the sampls emmda Rg, 238% per
month on fcmd, non-food { inclading insizence ), The standand
deviation for the wean wns s, 1446 with a coefficient of
variation a% 0,30, The per eapﬂ:a agaredate nonthiy emenditure
for the ontive sauple wos E-is., 806,80 { 5,4, Bg. 307.30 ) oub
of widch the food WL1) congumed He, 165.30 { neanyly 30 por cemt ),
Insursnoe accounted for Bs, 52.8% { 5.4, 58,87 ), the totsl
axpanditure on other non.food ftemg belng Re, 368,31 {3,3,221,00),

Tho Ingel ratics for the eighteen dominent items of

emendi ture were s
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Bon-Faod Food

Rent 0.163 bk N 5 D080
Ingursnoe 0,098 Vegetables 0,033
Conveyance 5,073 o4y 0.022
Clothing 0,030 C Fmite 0,020
Sehool Feas 0,044 Bloo 0.019
Servonte 0.0356 Chee D016
Vacation a.031 “ )
Entertain.

mane 0,032

Cosmetios 0.20

Medical ¢.019

Blectricity 0,018

OLfE 8.018

Vaterminants of Con mgtmn

&~ <
Incoee
SNUIOESIPN

The poreentage allozation of food dmcl:mea,‘ a8 income
i“_‘f,mi’i’@&' €rom 37,03 percent to 26,50 percent confiyming “ngel's
law, The sample was dlvided into two groups { low tncome =nd Yich
income )} and the goods and services were mankaed accam:ibg to
the per onpita allocation by the tww subesginlen, Spesrmaf.
Brown's rank corrslation tost applied o tho p:ai.r:\s of
rankings showed that the aéz?pla was Iorogeaous a8 fayr as

the renking of top elghteen itens were considored. |
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Folloving other romeavchers in cansmmmption atudies
total ezpcnditure of the househeld was taken as proxy for
income end the data were subjected to mome refingd statistical
tegta, In order to assess the influence of income on housshold
consmption of ¢oods and services the sample wes Givided
intc three broad c:!.azsseé, laoa affluent, moderately affiuant,
highly affluent on the basts of total expenditurs of the
houschold { Rg, 6501850, Ra, 1850-3050, end over Rs 3050 p.m.}
and the per capita constaption on different items were
calculated for the thyee sub.scatples, The derived maang
and variances ongilod tha appiication of tetests for
A fference in means vith pooled variance, taking the sabe
samples podywise, Thus the nesn consuption on the individual
goods and merviceg of the group I wos compared with thosa of
the group Ii, those of the group II with those of group IIZ
and finslly those of group I with thoge of the group IIY
{ as defined above }, The tests yielded intoyesting results
regarding the nature of preferonces of the afflumt group
vhent income was tzken as the sole deteminant,

arong the foof and non-food ftems vhere there were
siificant dfferences betvemn the thres hroad cypenditure
classes, it was found that for certein coomodiiies the
mesn peyr capléa m@mﬁimm for il the three gmups worz
sientificantly A ffumpent, ths higher *indoms’ dgroups having
i cher means, In a:aa;agaﬁ of some other connmoditios dlfferences
were detected only betwam two of the pairs, say betvem



agroup T and group IZ, ond betwaon group I gnd group IXX,
it not between group XI and group IXI, or betwesn onhe
paly alcne, This characterietic provided a criterion for
classifying conds ints different ftypes on the bhasis of tha
sicni ficant mesn differences betwaen the thres incone
clagses,

Type T Comoeditios s

The absolute anount ( walue in Ro: per capita / pame }
spont on frults, vegetphles, alectricity, domestie servants,
renit, ond conveyosies rope siondficently frem oha awpenditure
clase to tha next licher class. income haz enerted in these
casos a significont positive influwmes on congumption,

Thesa itenn may be tommed ' conventional nefeszities * for
the sffluent group, indieating the ldgh levals of living
of this group.

Type IT Comoditien »

In respext of splces, oil, clothing, mtertsinment the
lege offlumt and the moderately afflumt groups 3id rot
spoend sfiond flcantly differwnt, ut thereaiter there was &
sHAonificont positive incoms offect so that the highly
affiuent group spent siondfioshtly more than cither the
middlie group IT or the incame (mdup I. These may be toymed
pure luxurlies as they . assune importance suddenly after
a certain incone loval,
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Typd IIX Canmoditieos ¢

These are those goods for wilch s saturation level
has been reached, It vag fomd in the case of commetics,
school fesz od incuraice that the momn per capita
apenditures of the high and modorately afflnent groups
did not differ sionificantly, Wt the per capits exsendituras
of these two gioups wers significantly higher then that
of the group 1.

3‘&99 IV Commoditicon ¢

For a nambar of conmoditios however the incdme effectk
wes ixregular in ths sense That no plagsible interpratation
could be provided, Those are desorided below :

{a) In respcet of other coresls ( fownr, millets sto,l),
sating out, =nd post and stationeory there was no
income cffect between the group T :md the group XX,
The positive income effect thereafter was such
that the high inecme group IIX wes sionifiesntly
at a Mgher level of conmmpeion then tho middle
group IX, Wk not with respect ko the group X,

(b} The mean per cuplta nllocation of the middle growup
IX in regpect of medical care was siguificantly
Tdgher than that of the gwoup Z, bk Lekwemn group
IX and group IIT or botween the group I mnd the
group TII there were no sionificant differences.
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{c} with raspoot to foobweay, vacation =nd funstions
there wna significant difference only betimen the
expenditures of tha loss afifluent and the hidghly
affluent groups,

{d) In the cmse of dal, indtial positive effept vwas
followed by a significant negative income effect,
vt betwaen the low =nd the high groups there wna
no significont Alffermon,
The prefercnce analyd s shoved that the shaslute leval of
congemption { valiie in Ra, ) 1o not zn tnimportant facbsr io
conefdering consumption behaviour,

Eotimation of Marainai s‘»‘mgmsitiw 0 coname and Total
Expenditure Glasticity

Econometric models wers tried with standard least smiaves
regression technicue for estinmation of the Jdestred parsmetors,
The forme tried were 1 -

¥ = B 4+ bX & u (1incer)
Log ¥ = b + blogk+a {douhle log)

where ¥ represented conswmtion on a Sommodity and
X totol exponditure of the houschold chd
" u the dieturbanece temm, '
Since the t.teosts had beon conduoted hw dividing the pyiplo
into three Aub-growps one ok of wogressions wes done slong
the ggme lines by partitioning the sanple inte thews inoome,



4 268

group I, I ond 13X { Re, 650.1030, Rs, 1050.3850 =nd over

Re. 3050 3. The other two seks of regrossions vers done for
i:?ss} eftire pample of 185 obzervations, onse with ner copits
figures, controlling femily size 2nd the other, mltinle
regression with fncome { fotszl expendliiure as proxy ¥, wealth,
age of the head of the houselold and household oize as
erplanatory varimbles, |

Linear Regression with Three Sub.Sanpies

The lincay model vas smelectively fittod ﬁar‘ those ooods
and sarvices for whioh the sontficzat influance of income was
found orong the three expondlture classes. However omly with
raspect to Vogetablas, Conveyasnoe, Servonds, Veostion nnd
Rent, tha F.values of the regression were foumd &o hs
sionificant for =211 the thres mﬁimm loases § Lozs
affivant, noderately offluent ond Whly afflamt ),

The division of total expanditure by housshold size
showad that the per ¢apita totol espenditure of ths income
group I renged from Re, 190 « 830, while that of the income
group IT from Rs, 220 - 1330 and of the group IIY €rece
Rg, @9 -~ 1180 { as defined shove ). o

The morgingd propensibles and the totayl exmendionre
olasticity for the five items are given bhalow $

{Mactictty coloulated ot the midpoint of each incons Slass)
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Table t11,1: Sstimates of Harcinel Propensities
to consume and Total Expenditure
Hlazticities devived from Regraseion
of Per Caplta Commodity Bxmenditure
on Par Cgplfa Total B&penditure

" ' Spgun I zs% ap 17 f_a%% ITT
Wty He P L *ide n wla jhe f!

Vegetebles 0,018 0,88 0,618 .64 0,031 0,95
Conveyance 0,177 2,44 0,135 1.63 0,179 1.9
Servants 0.034 1.20 0,028 1.07 0,087 1,10
Rent 0.157  1.04 0,365 0,26 0,172 1,04
Vacation 0,019 0,9 0,061 1,3 0,048 1,14

In tho earlier maun &lfference test pll the above itoms
oxcept vacation belonged to the first type, i,c. osch higher
income group spending significantly more on the coamodity,

But the marainsl propeigities to coneume hove beent monotonically
increacing only in the case of vegetables mnd rent, Jn tho

cage of convayence the p,p.o ﬁaa mtifam decreasing,
Combining the earlier remlt with that of the rogrogssion

cne should say that although tho moderately affiuent grous II
spade on tha average sionificantly rmere than tha gvoun Z,

tho marginal influcnce of fncome 49 less in tha income group IX
thep in the income gmoup I, In rempeck of vacetion the incime
affact is wole in the income group XX than in gmeup I or

group IIZ, ‘ "
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The totsl cxpen@iture clasticitien ehow vepehablen
to be s necessity ( inelastic )} while convagance ond
servants sve lumiries for zll the three income groups.
Rent 45 a luxury for the low and the high income groups,
T =nd 11T and alwost a lusury for the middle group X¥I. Vaostion
iz a Juxury for the middle and ks high groups, ond almoet
a luxury for @ group X.

Before thoss conclusions can be sccmpied as finegk it
ig necassary to woich the elgnificence of the findings from
the regression wAth all the one tmindred and elghtyfive
ohservations, Yo fist deal with the two varisble rmodsl
vith per capita ficures,

Regression of 195 Obgervetions with Per Caopdes Fiqures

In orxder to obtain some statliity i the variations the
commodities wers groupsl and cowodity apenditors was token
as dependent varinhble, Per caplta total awprenditure was the
axplanatoxy variatie,The coomndity groups considered wavre 3

Coresls ond Pulses, Fats { Ghes, Buttor, 041 ), Sugar,

MEXk (41k, M1k Products) and Egos i, Fruits ond

Uagetables, Rent ( Renk, othey pants, maintenance ),

Utilities { Cas, Fuel, ﬁlmﬁgﬁtﬁ Telaphones ¥,

Clothing and Footwear, Intellectus]l sotivities ( Sehoo)

Fees, Hewspaper, Library, Hooks ), Insuronos, Conveysaes,
Sgyvantsa,

These fteme accounted for more thon geventyfive par aent
of tots) exponditurs., |
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/

In spite of the Wigh stondard doviotione for individual
cermodities, the regression has hoo sotlsfootory for all
Ltome fudged by the signifieont Fovaluoem in ol} easen,

Aocoxding to the par osplta rogression Rest, Insurance,
Conveyanea, &Servanis ond Non.Food wers elastic,

Of the two moddle tided {i.c. linear ond double log)
the lincar modal gave babtey 82 vpluee for ceresis and
@uiseé, Intelioctual hetdvities, Ingivence, Cenvevaiice, Total
Tood gnd Total Nen-Food, uvhile the donhle logariitric model
was to bo proferrad in respoct of Fats, Sugar. Hilk, Frulte
and Vegetables, Rent, Utilities, Clothing ond Pootwear,
Bmem:s;

The corressonding total ewpsnditure olasticitiey valoniabed
at the mesn value of total ampenditure for the linesr mode
{ Rg, 606,50 )} =nd constant aasticity glven by the double
log model chowed the clagiieity of oode an follows ¢

Rent, Insurance, Convayanece, Survanbts and Non-food - slastic

Cerenlz =nd Puises, Pnbs,Sugsr, Milk, INilk, Toulte
and Vogetsbles, Utilities, Clothing ond Moobtweny,
Intellantual activities, snd Tobal Food witpiantie

Conveyahce and Servants are Mohly elzetice for this afflucet
group foliowad by Insurance and Benk, Jor the poorey sentions
of mcloty generslly Bk, Clothing ond Footwear ave Juxuries,
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wile for tho afflucnt group thege are clearly necessities,
The elagticities for frulits ond wagetshlog, and intellectual
activities were nearly unity so that they may be temed
sailusuries for this group,

Hultiple Regressisn with entire Sampie

The influence of Income, Usalth, Age of tha fead of
the lousehcld end fouselnlid #=e have bean asoessed through
regression with ovdinary least siares teshnicue, The usual
asamptions shout the arror tems, namsly zars expeetation,
constont varicnoe and independenes of - vartance have boen
made, Mlticollinearity has not hoon a criticsl problem, The
nodels tried were the linear and the double-log. The groups
of conmodities were the osme as in the per cspitn regression
described above,

Contrary to :mq;mtawmé the lincar model gove o guod €1t
for meny itema s Total Food, Total Non-Food, Sagar, HHilk,
Frulte ond Vegetubles, Rant, Clothing and Tootwear, Intoilectusl
astivition, Insursnce, Conveysnce, Domestic Sorvents, whlle
the Gouble-10g proved to ho relatively botter in the cese of
Cereals and Pulses, Fots, Utilitles.

Incone proved to be a key varlshle for il items ewrapt
in the case of Careals ond Pulses, snd Clothing and Foobtuear.
In the care of Cerexla and Pulsss £fipily alse was the duminsnt
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factor, wiile in the case of the Clothing ond Footwenr,

Waalth was found to exercise majoy influence, Wealth was

an pdditional significsnt fastor slong «1th Income { Totod
Expenditure } in the expanditure on Rent as well ag Convevenecs.

Fomily Size was significant caly in tho eame of Food,Now-foud,
sugar, Milk, Insurance and Convepwnhce, spart from Careale ond
Non. fosd,
Pulsea. The espenditures mﬁ}nmmee and Conveyansa were

however negatively influenced Yo fomily stoe,

age of the Hopd of the Mouschold ons edognificant only
in the case of domestic parvants { negatively } o4 et 0,08
lewel only, in the case of Ceprenls ond Pulces { positively ).

Widle Income { Totel Sxpendliture ) dominated ms the key
vardiable in most cases the influemee of wealth in the case of
clothing and footwaar wus o strong that tobnl cmponditura
was alondficant only ab 0.0% lsvel,

The total espenditire clasticities obtoined from the
mux.t&plé regregsion genarelly agreé with those from the
por capits regregsion N
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Table §11.2: Tokal Swponditure Masticitdes for Grouns
of Cormeditics from Por Capdts linenr
Regraeselon sAth Htive Saamle ond Yultiple
Regresaion «ith penditure of Uousdcholds
(Total Expenditure per Capita)

’ ki - i co o U i i
{at Nean) Ra, 2398 mm, for
fm, 606, 50 Linear Hodel

Coromls nd Fuloae 3097 -

Fabs wﬁgl; +502 7

Sugar «372 » D62

Bilk , 575 £544

Frults and Vegatahlces <762 ) PRti ]

Eent 1. 272 : 1,076

Teiisclos «57a 506 %

Clotitng and Footwear 707 538

Intsllectunl Sotivitioy « 48 ‘ +H986

Ingronce 1,298 « 388

Convoysisce 1.8250 1,498

SGarvents i 344 e i&ﬂ

¢ Congtant alasticity given lwy dsublewlog Hodal
Umly in tha cess of insurchos, the per copdta nodel
placed the good g8 elagtic, Whila secording ¢ the mul€iple
regrassdon double.log model 16 wes inelastio, ™ip is
poodily due to the icfluence of family slus, sinee in tha
cams of rent, fneurcfcs oud convoyabce the par cardtn modol
gave Mohar elasticitios and procimely for thoso commeditios
fardly sise has strong nocabdve influonce, (For pme it 4



evident in ths double logaritinic model )

As rogards methodology wa nay say that per capiia
analyada glves falxly oood Anformation except dn those cases
whope due to the méivis%mﬁty of the good or some other
factor Famlliy alme bas noegative corpelation, with concomption.

Expeiditure on Duvablesg

The gtudy has also snslyzed househnld expenditures on
durables during the year procading the dote of encqulry.
Cantrary to expoctation fanlly life cvcle doca not semm to
have sny stgnificant influence on the parchase of durables,
Mother revesling finding 1o that duradles ( annual purchase )
elso fell under the category of qoods with spturation level,
This semms to sugoest that the top osset holders prefer to
keep thelr aessts in liquid fomn rather than in physies)
2358,

Conclusion and Recomendptiona

The precoding sxposition of cur vwinle survey work should
puffice W convince that the primary obhjockives of our
investigation have heon adaguctely mot, The servey has estobliched
the consumption pattemn of the affluent group of houscholds
€xom Baroda City, The malygia of the sponding pathem
has bome out the fact that cur sffluent section clmo exhilits
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some traits similar to thoss of the afflueht soctions of
advoncef countries, Thalr concem for items of soctsl
prestige =nd comfork bears eeaﬁsmy to the fook that as 5
group they have & elmllar wvalue system,

The estimates of varicus consumption parsmeters derived
onpixdopily in tho geudy meke svailaile o for the first time,
to the knowledge of the researchor - imporbant dats which
can be put to uss for variad puiposes, Perheops the most
important contritution mioght still be the fxok that 2 very
highly influentiel soction hap hecn chown to ba ot
insccessible and that tids m%gﬁak enrourage futare researchara
to venture making deener nrobs into {ts coonamdce behaviour,

Basod o the wide Vatia’i‘.im in consumption axhiltdted
and the restricted m&aﬁamz‘y capacity of the iﬁ&@mamt
varizbies we feel thaot further shtudies of this segment of
tha population should be undertahen restricting the target
of study to specific atess of wngugetion, such gs tivse
related to or gwvemed by values of sooial prestige, seomvity
or wealth socurmlation, There i hore olwionsly, neod for
interdiscipiinaty spprozch to esteblish psycho-seciclogios)
detemingnts of ewohomie behaviour as rigorcosly as pogssihle,
given thes current gtate of tiw/ geiances, Tid s segsant, ag the
mogt heavily tewed che, is highly senaitive to prokng
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questions, ut successful studlas ohould bo possille L£ the
probe is done ploceneal snd good Mmppore 48 sctieved thoaugh
wellwplanned ‘personal relations’ nahoouvres,



