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CHAPTER 1

A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW:
RETROSPECTIVE OF MARWAR KINGDOM
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CHAPTER 1
A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW: RETROSPECTIVE OF MARWAR
KINGDOM.

A detailed analytical study of world history from the prehistoric era to
the modern era prospects immense possibilities for human evolution.
Numerous responsible factors govern the sequence of overall human
development, which are repetitively incessant and definite ontogenesis. In
these numerous constituents, geographical parameters are always proved as
key factors that directly or indirectly influence the core structure of the human
settlements, even can say exposure to their life’s encoding depend on these

facets.

In past studies, it has been noticed by scholars that from the prehistoric
era early human behaviour was very sensitive toward geographic structural
parameters. While the priority before finalizing the habitats, they always tried
to analyze future possibilities and outcomes of the sites. With time and evolving
minds, prehistoric humans scattered and settled into different subcontinents
around the world. Within this evolution, a single-family unit was prosperous
into Tribe and then settled and evolved into a civilization. Somehow overall
geographical factors consecutively performed an important role in the
evolutions. Among all these factors, rivers become the pivot around which all

these civilizations headways, whether Egyptian, Chinese, Indus, etc.

In the socio-cultural and religious life of India, rivers are proclaimed as
a very high position, because water plays a fundamentally significant role in
their life. Especially when the river takes a turn; such a point is considered
sacred and auspicious. Mostly the significant Himdu pilgrimage centers and
temple sites are built on either the river’s turn or the riverside. Due to these
facts, whenever a researcher made a historical overview of socio-political and
cultural identities, it is not possible to ignore geographical positioning. These
factors are somehow responsible for the prosperity of any region and have been
attracting invaders for years. Similarly, the Marwar region is also known for its
specific and unique character, and it is well known for its role in determining

Indian history.



1.1 The Naming of Marwar, Area, Geographical Expansions and

Borders, Hill Ranges, Rivers, Lakes, Mines, and Agriculture.

The Marwar region is located in the northern part of India and to the
west of the modern Indian state of Rajasthan. The region got its name from its
geographical structure, which over time came to be recognized as political
boundaries. The term Marwar is coined from Maru and Wad, which means
desert and protector, hence Marwar means "country protected from the
desert".! Similarly, names formulated for other regions in India, such as

Kathiawar, Jhalawar, etc., proved the term Wad to be the protector.

Here most of the land of the region is either desert or arid, in the ancient
texts and inscriptions, this region has been known by different names like "
Maru, Marusthali, Marumedini, Marumamdala, Marav, Martpradesa,
Marukamtara, etc”.2 The term Maru can be seen in various literary sources like
Rigveda, Vanaparva of Mahabharata, Brahatsamhita, Samohantamtra
(composed before 1450 AD), Hamir-Mad-Mardan by Jayasimha Suri,

Junagadha inscription of Rudradamana, etc.3

As per geographical entity, the area of Marwar was fixed but politically
there was a lot of ambiguity. The political boundaries of Marwar were not the
same and the medium of state expansion in each era has been narrow and wide,
the sword, the organizational power of the conqueror, and the circumstances of

the time have been determined to mark and significantly crucial.

This region was ruled by many Ksatriya dynasties, the main ones being
Kusana, Ksatrapa, Gupta, Huna, Cauhan, Pratihar, Chavada, Parmar,
Solamki, Johia, Imda, Dahiya, Gaur, Rathor. Later invaded by various Sultans
during the Sultanate period, and after the decline of the Sultanate era, these

episodes were continued Ser Sah Suri, Mughals, Marathas, and Britishers

1 Ojha, Gaurishankar Hirachand. Jodhpur Rajya Ka Itihaas. Vol. 1 (Jodhpur:
Maharaja Man Singh Pustak Prakash Shodh Kendra, 2010), 2.

2 Ibid., 1.

3 Sharma, Dashratha, Rajasthan Through the Ages: From the Earliest Times To 1316
AD. Vol. 1 ( Bikaner: Rajasthan State Archive,1966), 11.



(East India Company and later direct rule of the British crown) and remained

under to constantly interfere in the region.

This political turmoil created a lot of instability in the region, but this
region was identified with political boundaries during the reign of Rathors,
specifically during Rav Maldev; he was considered one of the most powerful
rulers among the Indian kingdoms. This branch of the Rathor dynasty became

the longest-ruling dynasty in the region.

As per area, this kingdom was the largest among other kingdoms of
Rajputana and the fourth largest after the kingdoms of Haidarabad, Kasamir,
and Kelat.4 Its area was 35016 square miles, with a maximum length of 320
miles and a width of 170 miles.5 Which is spread between 24° 37' and 27° 42'
north latitudes and 70° 5' and 75° 22' east longitude in the southwest of

Rajputana.®

When ‘Mamdor’, the capital of Marwar was taken over by Rav Jodha,
he was not optimistic about the future of his dynasty here, so while looking at
the future possibilities he shifted his administration to a newly founded city
called Jodhpur and declared it the new capital of Marwar. Which later also

came to be known as Jodhpur State, synonymous with Marwar State.

The Marwar kingdom was sharing borders with neighboring kingdoms
(Map.1), which includes Bikaner in the north, Jaisalmer in the north-west,
Tharparkar of Simdh in the west, Udaipur (Mewar) in the south-west, Ajamer-

Merwar and Kisangadha in the east and Jaipur in the northeast.”

There are two hilly outbreaks in the region, first one is spread around
Jodhpur city, which is without greenery and arid by nature and the other one
has enough water availability and greenery due to the abundance of rainfall,

this belt is known as the Aravali range of mountains (locally Adavala).8 It is

4 B.N.Reu. Glories of Marwar and the Glorious Rathors (Jodhpur: Book Treasures,
2003), 1.

5 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 2.

6 The Rajputana Gazetteer. Vol-2 (Calcutta: Office of the Superintendent of Govt.
Printing, 1879), 222.

7 Ibid.

8 Singh, Hardayal. Suchi Patra Report: Sal Tamam (Jodhpur: Raj Marwad, 1942), 4.



extended in the southeast from Sambhar Lake to Udaipur and Sirohi, whereas
Marwar lies in the west of the range. Other ranges include the Sumdha's hills
(3257") at Jaswamtpur, and the Chappan's hills (3199') near Sivana are
prominent and at Marwar, the highest mountain peak has a height of 3607
above sea level.9

There are very few rivers in the region, and all are seasonal due to a lack
of rainfall. The monsoon arrives from July to September, and if there is no rain,
then there is a famine-like condition. There is little rainfall in December and
January, which is helpful in agriculture. The Luni is the largest river in the
region, which originates from the Puskar’s Naga Parvata (Ajmer) and passes
through Medta, Jaitaran, Bilada, Jodhpur, Sivana, Pacapadra, Balotra,
Malani, and Samchor Parganas and after 200 miles flow from north to south

it enters into the Rann of Kutch.1©

In the rainy season, there is sweet water availability, although during off-
seasons, received sweet water after digging at some depth but digging after a
limit resulted in salty water. Even if the water stagnates at any place nearby the
river also becomes salty. 1* The Luni has several tributaries, among which are

the Sukdi, Jojdi, Liladi, Bamdi, Javai, Guhiyaval, and Raipur.

In the Marwar region, lakes can be categorized into two types, mainly
sweet and salty lakes. Most of the sweet water lakes are man-made among them
Jaswamt Sagar, Sardar Samamd, Bal Samamd, and Kaylana are prominent
in that Jaswamt Sagar is the largest.’2 Apart from these, there are other water
bodies like ponds, wells, etc., and their water is mainly used for farming
occupations. On the other hand, prominent salty water lakes are Sambhar,
Didwana, and Pacapadra, which were used to produce salt during the British
period, these lakes were takeover by British companies, and salt produced from

the lakes was exported to northern India.13

9 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 2-3.

10 Singh, Suchi Patra, 5.

11 Gahlot, Jagdish Singh. Marwar Rajya Ka Bhugol (Jodhpur: Hindi Sahitya Mandir,
1937), 13.

12 Tbid.,13.

13 Tbid.,14.



Due to Marwar 's geographical and natural conditions, the climate
remains arid, with extreme cold in winter and high temperatures in summer.
The lowest temperature recorded is 80.9 °F and the maximum is 120.9 °F.14
From April to June, dusty-gusty heatwaves and sand tornados are at their peak,
which become the cause for people's death. In the northern and western parts
of the region, the desert and sandy flat areas are widely spread out, the sand has
the character to become cool and heats quickly which has a positive effect on
the temperature. The Aravali ranges greatly influence the rainfall, the area
nearby Aravali Mountains receives more rainfall but less in Jodhpur city and

its eastern part, while very little in the west and rare in the northwest.'s

The major factors affecting the rainfall are the southwest winds from the
Arabian Sea and northeast winds from the Bay of Bengal, but due to less
recorded rainfall, there is always the possibility remains of famine. In the
eighteenth century, during the reign of Maharaja Vijaysimha, this state was
affected by severe famine in 1754 and 1756 AD. In this context, the primary

information found in Mumdiyad Ri Khyat as:

“Samat Atharai So Baré Ro Samat Marwad Me Kal
Mahabhayanak Padiyo Dhan, Ghas, Pani Rupiya Sate Mile
Nahi”. 16

This means during this famine even grass and water were not available in

exchange for money.

Due to the effects arisen by the natural forces and geological conditions,
some of the world’s best-known stone types are found here, among them marble
of Makrana, yellow sandstone of Khatu, pink and maroon sandstone from the
mines of Jodhpur, Pacapadra, Sojat, Pali, Khatu, Medata, and Nagaur are
prominent. These stones have been used in some of the best-known

architectural works of India, such as the Taj Mahal of Agra, the Mehrangadh

14 Tbid.,11.

15 Ibid, 10-12.

16 Bhati,V.S, ed. Mumdiyad Ri Khyat. (Jalore: Arjunsingh Sonagara Publications,
2005), 261.



of Jodhpur, the Ummed Bhawan Palace of Jodhpur, the Red Fort of Delhi, the

Victoria Memorial of Kolkata, etc.

Apart from the stone mines, there were many other mines, which the
mines of Jalor and Sojat were known for Copper and Zinc. Mainly, the Gypsum
which is used in building construction has been extracted from the region of
Nagaur, Mamglod, Chatisar, Bhadwast, etc., regarding sites often references
found in Kamtha Bahis. Specially Badmeér, Kapiirdi, and Alamsariya are the
main source of Multani clay, while Copper is found in the region of Pali's
Panigar hill, Sojat, and Jodhpur. Tin and Glass used to be received from the
mines of Sojat and Alum from the Pali region. Bhinmal and adjoining areas of

Gujarat were the main sources of Iron.17

The maximum area of the Marwar is desert or flat sandy but the area
nearby Aravali falling within its boundaries is fertile and this in-between part
is known as Dumati. There are mainly four varieties of soil in which Bekal is
considered good for Millet, Green Gram, Moth, Rosewood, Watermelon,
Cluster Beans, etc. The second one has a clay character, which is considered
suitable for the cultivation of Wheat. The third kind is yellow and suitable for
cultivations of Wheat, Tobacco, and Onion and the fourth one is white, which

is suitable for other general cultivations.!8

The Marwar region has comparatively less forest cover, but the green
forest cover can be seen where Ajamer is adjacent to the border is about 56
miles wide, and along the Mewar the border extends up to 53 miles, with an
average width of 3 miles. Due to normal rainfall in this part, there is an
abundance of forest density, specifically in the southeast and southern parts.
This belt has been the main source of Khair, Rosewood, Bamboo, Amaltas,
Indian Gooseberry, Baheda, Musali, Mahua, Honey, etc. before India got
independence, these raw materials were consumed in Marwar and also

exported to the other parts of the country.9

17 Gahlot, Marwar Rajya, 19-20.

18 Tod, James. Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan.Vol-2. (New Delhi: Rupa
Publications, 2014), 125-126.

19 Singh, Suchi Patra, 6.



Knowing the geographical conditions, these factors of the region are
playing a crucial role in shaping the socio-political, economical, and cultural
aspects of the Marwar region, and often the mountain ranges prevented the
political definition of Marwar from being changed. The same Liini river used
to divide Marwar into two parts, in which the desert area on one side and the
mountainous area on the other side, due to which cultural differences are

observed in both parts despite being a region.

The areas which had water and irrigation facilities were mainly Jaitaran,
Sojat, Jodhpur, Sivana, Samcor, etc. so they had more prosperity, density, and
expansion of population. The harsh climatic conditions were part of the native
residents' life and they had become accustomed to it, even due to the harsh and
laborious conditions of life, The residents were of strong physical build and high
stature, but the situation became very dangerous and uncomfortable for the
foreign travelers, and these factors controlled the frequency of travel.
Whenever dire circumstances were created by foreign invaders, these
geographical conditions became proven shelters for the native rulers. These
conditions have contributed a lot to define the life and regional definition of the

Marwar.

1.2 Dynasties Prior to Rathor Dynasty and Their Emanation

In concern to Marwar, there are references found not only in historical
records but even in the Paurantk texts. These sources provide an idea of the
activities taking place in the region. The borders of this region had been
established as a gateway to the world's trade and other activities with the rest
of India. These were the key factors that despite being arid nature, the eagle eye

of various dynasties and foreign invaders always remained in this region.

The ancient texts lay out an understanding of the various activities that
took place in the region, the root term used for the region is Maru, especially in
the text like Rigveda.2° The reason for the origin of this region as a desert is

described in the epic Ramayana. According to the text, when Ramacamdra

20 Rigved 1.35.6. (Sharma, Through the Ages, 11.)
8



reached the seashore with intended of getting a waterway for Lamka, he
requested the Ocean for the pathway. When the Ocean did not pay any attention
to it, Ramacamdra angered and activate Agnéeya Astra to dry up the Ocean,
seeing this he frightenedly appeared and prayed to Ramacamdra (Yuddha
Kamda Samdarbha):

//32// Uttrenavkasosti Kascita Punyataro Mam |
Drumakulya Iti Khyato Loké Khayato Yatha Bhavan //32//%

Translation: Hey Lord! Just as you are a famous and pious soul in the world,
similar to my north there is a very holy country known as

Drumakulya.
//35// Tasya Tada Vacanarma Srutva Sagrasya Mahatmanabh |
Mumoca Tam Saram Diptam Param Sagardarsanata //35/22

Translation: After hearing the gracious word of the Ocean, Lord Rama released

the Agnéya Astra in the same country as shown by the Ocean.
//36// Ten Tanmarukamtaram Prathivyam Kila Visrutama |
Nipatitah Saro Yatra Vajrasanisamaprabhaha //36//23

Translation: The place where the celestial Vajra had fallen, that place became

famous on the earth by the name of Marukamtara.
//40// Vikhyatam Trinu Lokesu Marukamtara Meva Ca |
Sosayitva Tu Tam Kuksi Ramo Dasarathatamajah //40//24
//42// Varam Tasmai Dadau Vidvana Makhednaravikramah //42//25

Translation, 40 and 42: Since then that place has become famous in the three

worlds only by the name of Marukamtara, which was earlier the

21 Shastri, Ramayan Dutt, Trans. Shrimad Valmiki Ramayana.Vol-2 (Gorakhpur:
Geeta press, 2015), 1103-1106.

22 Thid.

23 Tbid.

24 Tbid.

25 Ibid.



Kuksi region of the Ocean, after drying it, the mighty Dasaratha

Namdana Sri Rama gave a boon to that desert.

Geological research decidedly proves that this region used to be a
maritime area, and later due to the plate shifting and land movements, the
desert emerged here. If we pay attention to the western part of Marwar, even
today, there are semi-lithic forms of conch shells, Kaudi, and seashells are
found, which is an indication of the sandy land coming out there by the

disappearance of water due to natural factors.

As per Mahabharata, the northern part of Marwara also included the
present Bikaner region, which was known as Jamgal Pradesa and it was under
the suzerainty of the Kaurava.2¢ Similarly, it is known from Srimadbhagawata
(Dasamaskamdha, Adhayay-50) that to take revenge for Kamsa, his father-
in-law king of Magadha Jarasamgha attacked seventeen times on Mathura. 27
After this, there was an attack of Kalayamana on the city, seeing that Krsna
thought that if Jarasamgha attacked again in this situation then the Yadu
people will be killed in vain, so he sent them towards Dwarkapuri.28 From this,
it is estimated that probably from this time (i.e. before the time of
Mahabharata) Marwar's south side Gujarat must have started being

populated.29

Apart from this, the descriptions of this region are found in many other
texts, such as Amarakosa Kamda, Nitisataka, Hitopadésa, etc. However, if
excluded the Pauranik sources of the region, the pre-Maurya period remains

in the dark concerning the known sources.

In 321 BC, Dhananamda the ruler of the Namda dynasty was defeated
by the founder of the Maurya dynasty and conquered Pataliputra. It is known
from various sources that during his reign he had subjugated all of northern

India, including the Marwar region of Rajputana.

26 Reu, Glories, 1.

27 Reu,Vishveshwaranatha. Marwar Ka Itihaas.Vol-2 (Jodhpur: Rajasthani
Granthagar, 2009), 15.

28 Tbid.

29 "Marudhanvamatikramya Sauvirabhirayoh Paran."” - Srimadbhagawat (Ibid.)

10



When, after the death of Alexander, his kingdom was divided among his
generals, then the territory of Bactria (Balkh) came to the share of his general
Seleucus Nicator, he again marched to conquer the region of Pamjab, but after
losing to Chamdragupta, many more territories have to be surrendered.3°
Different sources evince that Greek historian and diplomat Megasthenes came
to the court of Chamdragupta, Seleucus sent him as his ambassador to the
court of Chamdragupta, who has written the account of that period about India

in the book Indica.

The Chamdragupta’s successor was Bimdusara, also known as
Bhadrasara and Warisara. The Greek writers referred to him as 'Amitrochates’
which is probably from the Samskrt term 'Amitraghata’ (destroyer of
enemies),3! he retained the kingdoms of his father. His successor was Asoka
who greatly expanded the empire in the major parts of India, Afghanistan, and
Balucistan. Asoka embraced Buddhism and for its propagation, erected pillars
at various important places and inscribed religious orders on big rocks, which
are considered very important in the form of historical sources of that period.
Similarly, a column inscription 'Vairat' was found in the territory of Jaipur,
from which it is estimated that during that period probably the Marwar region
may have been under the Maurya empire.32

Due to the incompetence of the successor of the Maurya, their empire
started shifting to independent separate powers in various regions. The last
ruler of this dynasty was Brihadratha, who was killed by his commander
Pusyamitra and took over his kingdom and founded the Summga dynasty, during
their reign Yavan had advanced a lot.33 The Contemporary grammarian
Maharsi Patamjali composed Mahabhasya, in which he mentioned past
actions, which is:

Arunadhavanah Saketam |

Arunadhavanah Madyamikam ||34

30 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya. Vol-2, 46.

3t Ojha.G.H. Rajputane Ka Prachin Itihaas. (Jodhpur: Rajasthani Granthagar, 2018),
102.

32 Reu, Glories, 2.

33 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 6.

34 Ibid.
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This gives us an indication that the Yavana had reached Saket (Ayodhya) and
Madhyamika (located 9 miles west of Cittaud city). Madhyamika is in the
Mewar region, so it is estimated that an area of the Mari region was possibly
conquered by Yavan, but it is also known from Gargisamhita and
Malavikagnimitram that this Yavan was defeated by Vasumitra; the grandson
of Pusyamitra. On this basis, we can assume that for some time Sumga 's

dominion may also have been in the Maru region.

After them, the Kusana took over this part. Kaniska became a great king
of the Kusana dynasty, who spread his kingdom from the northern west of India
to the region of Vimdhya hills in the south3s, possibly Marwar may have been

part of his empire.

Vim Kadphises had conquered a large area of Kabul, Kamdhara, Persia,
Simdha, and Rajputana. Although not much is known about him, even so, an
inscription dated 229 AD has been found from Ara in the Kharosthi script, in
which Kaniska is described as the son of Vim Kadphises.3¢6 Despite his
inclination towards Buddhism, he was a worshiper of Siva, this is known from

the Siva idol found on his coins.37

Among the rulers of Western Ksatrapa, in 119 AD Nahapana became a
very famous ruler. The kingdom of Nahapana was spread from the districts of
Nasik and Puna in the south to the Gujarat, Kathiyawad, Malawa and
Pusakar of Rajputana to the north, so there is a great possibility that it may

have ruled the southern part of Marwar.38

Around 150 AD, Casatan's grandson Rudradamana tried to expand his
ancestral empire, as a result of his conquest, he included many territories in his
empire, in which northern Gujarat, Kutch, Marwar, and Simdha were
prominent.39 The Junagadha inscriptions evince that he had gained control

over the Mariimamdal, even enough Drama coins of Saka Ksatrapa have been

35 Reu, Glories, 2.

36 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 16.

37 Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 116.

38 Ojha, Rajputane Ka Itihaas, 109.
39 Reu, Glories, 2.
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found here, which has been confirmed by Vishweshwarnath Reu in his work the

coins of Marwar.

In the Gupta dynasty, Sri Gupta was the founder of this dynasty, after
which this dynasty became famous by the name Gupta dynasty because in their
earlier inscriptions there was no evidence of which dynasty they belonging to.4°
Ghatotkaccha was the son of Sri Gupta, possibly Gupta and Ghatotkaccha may
have been feudatories of some big king, probably because of which they got the
title of Maharaja. The Camdragupta was the son and successor of
Ghatotkaccha, he assumed the title of Maharajadhiraja and issued gold coins
with images of him and his wife, due to this many scholars speculate that he
may have gotten the kingdom from father-in-law, but there is no evidence of

such.

The Camdragupta’s son and successor Samudragupta continued his
legacy and progressively outspread the Gupta empire, but when
Samudragupta's son Camdragupta came to the throne, the Gupta empire
extended from Bamgal to Balucistana. It held several titles, the main ones
being Vikramaditya, Sri Vikrama, Ajita Vikrama, Simha Vikrama, and

Maharajadhiraja. 4

The Camdragupta-Second ruled over Gujarat, Kathiyawad, Kutch,
Malawa and Rajputana, etc. He conquered the kingdom of the Western
Ksatrap around 393 AD and ended their kingdom. During his reign, Chinese
traveler Fa-Hien traveled to India and described the kingdom’s splendor at that
time. In the Marwar the Gupta dynasty ruled from Camdragupta to

Bhanugupta, their coins are found in Marwar.42

Gupta inscription dated 609 AD has been found in the temple of Goddess
Dadhimati which is situated on the border of village Gotha and Mamgloda,
twenty-four miles northwest of Nagaur in Marwar.43 The ruins of the Gupta

fort is located at Mamdor the old capital of Marwar (plate.1). Here on the two

40 Qjha, Prachin Itihaas, 116.
41 Tbid.,120.

42 Qjha, Jodhpur Rajya, 47.
43 Qjha, Prachin Itthaas, 124.
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pillars block of Torana the relief of Krsna Lila is engraved. These blocks also
had inscriptions in the Gupta script, but now it has deteriorated.44 During
excavations, a large earthen pot was found on which the potter's name is
inscribed in the Gupta script.45 Based on these facts the influence of the Gupta

emperors were on the Marwar region.

The Gupta era marked the beginning of a new era in not only the art
history of Rajasthan but even markedly influenced Indian architecture. The era
marked the beginning of the Sikhara style of temple architecture. Bhanugupta,
the last ruler of the Gupta empire was killed in a war against the Huna, which

ended the Gupta’s suzerainty.

As the Huna advanced from Pamjab to the south, they fought with the
Gupta king Kumaragupta, in that Kumaragupta was killed, but his son
Skamdagupta defeated the Huna king. At the time of Budhagupta sometime
before 499 AD, the Huna king Tormana conquered the western part of the
Gupta empire i.e. Gujarat, Kathiyawad, Rajputana, Malawa, etc. and
established his kingdom here.46

Tormana and his son Mihirkula were two important rulers in the Huna
dynasty. At the time of Tormana, he had subjugated Gamdhara, Pamjab,
Kasmir, and the western part of the Gupta empire, so it is more likely that after
annexing. Rajputana to his territory, perhaps some part of Marwar also
remained within his limits.47 Tormana died sometime after this purpose and
Mihirkula become the successor, he had made Iranian-style Sassanian coins

(Sassanian dynasty).48

44 Vyas, Mangilal. Jodhpur Rajya Ka Itihaas. (Jaipur: Pancasila Prakashan, 1975), 7.

45 Reu, Glories, 2.

46 Ojha, Prachin Itthaas, 128.

47 Reu, Glories, 2.

48 In 484 AD the Huna killed Firoz and looted the treasury of Persia, due to which
from there the Sassanian coins entered India. The right side of the coins had image of the
king's head and the Agni Kumda on the opposite side. Even after the destruction of the Huna
kingdom, till first half of the 12th century these coins were prevalent in the region of Gujarat,
Malwa and Rajputana, but gradually as their size decreased its thickness increased and the
face of the king became so ugly that it started looking like a donkey's hoof. Due to this its
name became Gadhiya. Such coins are found in many regions of Marwar. (Smith, Vincent. A.
Catalogue of the coins in the Indian museum Calcutta. Vol-2. (Oxford: The University of
Oxford, 1906), 234 (See Indo Sassanian Coins Plate-25).
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Around 532 AD, Mihirkula was defeated by Yasodharma, and
Rajputana, Malawa, etc were out of his hand.49 An inscription of Mihirkula
has been found from Gwaliyar, which is of his forty-fifth reign year, it bears his
name on one side, and the inscription "Jayatuvrsa (Bahudha Jayatu

Vrsabhadhwaj)" on the other, which reveals his being a devote of Siva.s

Although the original place of Baisa (Vardhan Dynasty) was Kanauja
and their most influential ruler was Harsavardhana, who settled his capital in
Kanauja and rein till 647 AD. He spreads his suzerainty over a large part of
India. The Chinese traveler Hsiian Tsang came to India during his reign and
also stayed with him as a guest.5! According to the estimate, after continuously
engaged in the war for thirty years, he established a vast kingdom by
subjugating the area from Kasmir to Asam and from Nepal to Narmada, but
his victory chariot was held back due to the defeat by the Calukya ruler
Pulakesi- Second of Badamzi.52 In about six years, the five states of India,
Pamjab, Simdh, Madhya Pradesa, Bamgal, Gujarat, and Rajputana were

under his suzerainty.53

The Western Ksatrapa lost some part of Marwar in the hand of Gurjara,
and gradually the east (south to north) part of Marwar became under their
reign, and because of that, the whole region was referred to as Gurjaratra.
Chinese traveller Hsiian Tsang came to Bhinmal in 641 AD and mentioned it
as the capital of Gurjaratra and addresses it as Pi-Lo-Mo-Lo.54 According to
Hsiian Tsang, the country which remained under the Gurjara rulers after the
defeat of the Ksatrapa was called Gurjaratra. He mentioned the borders of
Gurjaratra as 833 miles, which indicates that this region outspread into a large

area.

49 Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 128.

50 Smith, Catalogue of the coins, Vol-1. 236.

51 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 49.

52 Samarsasakt Sakalottarapathésvar Srtharsavarddhan
Parajyopalabdhaparameswar Namadhesy| (from the copper plate of Pulakest’s elder son’s
queen Vijayabhattarika) (Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 135)

53 Ibid.

54 Jain, Kailash Chand. Ancient Cities and Towns of Rajasthan. (Delhi: Motilal
Banarasidas, 1972), 157.
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Hstian Tsang records are also supported by the copper plate of VS 900
about Pratithar king Bhojadeév-first, which inscribed:

“Gurjjarttra-Bhumana Dendavanaka-visaya-samva(mba)ddba

Sivagram Grahare”ss

Which means - He donates Siva village (subject Dendavanak) of Gurjaratra
Bhumi (country) ". Here Didwana is said to be a subject of Gurjaratra, which
refers to that at that time a large part of Marwar was included in Gurjaratra.
This copper plate was found in a ruined temple in Siva village which is 7 miles
distance from the present Didwana district in the Marwar region. A similar

fact is conveyed in the gth-century inscription found from Kalimjar.5¢

It is not possible to say with certainty when and how long the Gurjara
had ruled over this area, but it can be assumed that around 150 AD at the time
of Rudradamana the kingdom of Gurjara did not take place in Bhinmal.
Perhaps the Gurjara had ruled there when the kingdom of the Ksatrapa was
defeated and before 628AD their Kingdom had dusk from here, because as
mentioned in the "Brahsphutasiddhamta"” by Astrologer Bhillamalakacarya
Brahmagupta of Bhinmal that:

“Sri Capavamsatilake Srivyagramukhé Nrapeé Sakanrapanam
Pamcasatsamyuktaih Pamcabhiratitaih||7||
Brahasphutasiddhamtah Sajjanaganitagolavitprityai |
Trim$advaserana krato Jinnusutabrahagupten ||8||”57

In 628 AD, king Vyaghramukha of the Chapa dynasty (Cavada Vamsa) ruled
in Bhinmal, the capital of Gurjaratra. So, it is possible that before them they
ruled this land.

As it is known from the above statement that after the Gurjara, Cavada
had ruled here and declared Bhinmal the capital of their kingdom, but the
proper chronological history of the Cavada has not been found. Although they

55 Epigraphia Indica, Vol.15, P.211. (Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 130).
56 Tbid., 210.
57 Brahasphutasiddhamtah (Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 78).
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must have ruled there till 739 AD such evince is proved by the copper plate of
Solamki Samamt Pulakesi (Avanijanasray) of Lata. Similarly, an inscription
of 625 AD was found from Basamtagadha regarding the time of king
Varmalata, which evinces that the Samamt Rajila of that king was the son of

Vajrabhata (Satyasraya) and the ruler of Arbudadésa (the region of Abu).58

The copper plate of Solamki Samamt Pulakeési of Lata mentioned about
onslaught by the Arabs and the act of destroying the kingdom of Cavada.sd It is
mentioned in a Persian text Kitab Futith Al-Buldan that at the time of Caliph
Hasan, Junaid was the ruler of Simdha and attack Maruwad (Marwar)
including Al-Velmal.6© Al-Baladhuri said that "he conquered Al-Velmal and

Jurz". Here Al-Velmal and Jurz referred to Bhinmal and Gujarat.®!

In 628 AD, Brahmagupta wrote Brahmasphutasiddhanta under the
patronage of king Vyagramukha of the Chapa (Cavada) dynasty and called
himself Bhillamalakacharya. Although there is no evidence that the Cavada
ruler held the title Vyagramukha, it can be inferred.

The famous Magha poet living in Bhinmal has told his grandfather
Suprabhdeva as the chief minister (Raja Sarvadhikara) of king Varmalata in
his "Sisupala Vadha" (Maghkavya).62 Therefore Varmalata should be the king
of Bhinmal. However, in the Vasamtagadha inscription and the Sisupala
Vadha, the chronology of king Varmalata has not been given, but before three
years of the king Varmalata inscription, in 628 AD Brahmagupta mentioned
in his Brahmasphutasiddhanta that the king of that time was a Vyagramukha
of Chapa dynasty.63

Due to constant attacks, the Cavada lost suzerainty from the region in
the hand of the Pratihar, few inscriptions of Pratihar were found in the

Marwar region, among them three have been inscribed about the genealogy of

58 Epigraphia Indica, Vol- 9, Page 292. (Ibid.,139)

59 Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 139.

60 Elliot, Sir. H.M. The History of India. Edited by Prof. John Dowson.Vol.1.
Allahbad: Kitab Mahal, n.d) 441-442.

61 Ibid., 126.

62 Sisupalavadhakavya; Sarg 20, “Kavivaméavarnan”, Sloka 1 (Ojha, Prachin
Itihaas, 138.)

63 Reu, Glories, 3.
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their lineage and the origin of the dynasty. One of these has been found in the
old Parkota of Jodhpur, which is dated 873 AD and belongs to king Bauka of
Mamdor.%4 Apart from this other two inscriptions are written in Samskrt and

Prakrt and found at place Ghatiyali, 20 miles north of Jodhpur city.5

These inscriptions evince about HariSacamdra who was a Brahman and
also known as Rihilladhi. The original inscriptions are preserved in the

Rajputana museum of Ajamer, which is like:
Viprah Sri Haricamdravyam Patni Bhadra Ca Ksatr (Tri) Ya |...|
Ten Sri Haricamdren Parinita Dvijatmaja |
Duitiya Ksatr (Tri) Ya Bhadra Mahakulagunanvita ||
Pratihara Dvija Bhuta Brahanyam Yemvansutah|
Rajiit Bhadra Ca Yansiite Te Bhiita Madhupayinah | |66

Haricamdra had two wives, one belonging to a Dvija Brahman clan and
another from the Gunavati Ksatriya clan, out of which the son born from
Brahman Varna was called Brahman Pratihar and the son from Ksatriya

Varna queen Bhadra are called Ksatriya Pratihar.67

The descendants of Brahman Pratihar are still present in Marwar. It is
estimated from these inscriptions that the sons of Harisacamdra had taken
possession of the fort of Mamdor around VS 670 and built a Padkota, later his
great-grandson Nagabhatta established his capital at Medata and built a

temple at Mamdor by giving his name Nahadswamideva.®8

Nahadswami’s eldest son Tata gave the kingdom to his younger brother
Bhoja and went for penance to the hermitage of Mamdavaya Rsi. The Kakka
was born in the sixth generation of king Bhoja. When the Pratihar king

64 Reu, Marwad.Vol-2, 18.

65 The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain & Ireland (London: The
Society, 1895), 517-518.

66 Ibid.

67 Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 140.

68 Reu, Glories, 3.
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Tatsaraja of Bhinmal attacked the Gomda king of Mumger, that time Samamt
Kakka accompanied Vatsaraja. When Vatsaraja attacked Malawa that time
the Rastrakiita king Dhruvaraj of Manyakheta came to support Malawa, so
Vatsaraja had to step back and went to Marwar. During VS 840, In Harivamsa
Puran, Jinsena mentioned Vatsaraja as the king of the west,%9 this Kakka had

a son Bahuka.

The Kakka’s brother Kakkuka develop friendly relations with the people
of Marwar and Gujarat and established a new market in Ghatiyalé and also
erected a victory tower in the Mamdor and Ghatiyale.7° An inscription dated
VS 993 of Pratihar Jaskarana has also been found from Cerai in the Marwatr.
Durlabharaja and Jaskarana may have been descendants of Bahuka and
Kakkuka, possibly the Pratihar ruled Mamdor till 1143 AD, this is assumed
from the fragmented inscription of Sahajpala found in Mamdor. There are
dates of earlier Rayapala, which is from VS 1189 to VS 1202, so possibly around

VS 1202, Sahajpala was the king there.7!

The origin of the Paramar kingdom was the Abu region, from here they
conquered Marwar, Simdha, part of present-day Gujarat and Malawa, etc.
The founder of the Paramar of Abu was Dhiuimraja, but the chronological
lineage is found in his descendant Utpalraja. Therefore, the royal family of Abu
was the main family of this dynasty. However, the branches that emerged from
this stem were more powerful, stable, and gained more fame compare them.
The first name Simdhuraja is found in the dynasty inscription, which claimed
the title of Maharaja of Marumamdal.7? Probably this would mean that apart

from being the ruler of Abu, he also conquered some areas of Marwar.

Aranyaraja son of Utpalraja, and Adbhuta Krshnaraja son of
Aranyaraja were successive successors. The inscription of Varakana

(Jodhpur) which is engraved on the seat of Mahavira's statue, is located in

69 Reu, Marwad.Vol-2, 19.

70 Ojha, Prachin Itihaas, 142.

7t Archaeological Survey of India: Annual Report- 1909-10. (Calcutta: Superintendent
Government Printing, 1914), 101.

72 Bhatiya, Pratipal. The Parmaras (C.800-1305 AD). (New Delhi: Munshiram
Manoharlal Oriental Institute, 1970), 163.
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Varakana and dedicated to the Adbhuta Krshnaraja. The chronology of this
inscription is 16th June, 967 AD, which mentioned that this statue was installed
by a Vardhamana of the Vestika family during the reign of Krshnaraja and the

architect was Naraditya,?s this is the earliest known inscription of this family.

The Dharanivarah was the successor of Krshnaraja. In the Rajasthan,
it is popular in the public that Dharanivarah had nine brothers, among them
he divided his kingdom and these nine capitals became famous by name of

Navakoti Marwar. That popular chronicle is:

“Mamdovar Samamt, Huva Ajamer Sidadhsuva |

Gadha Pumgala Gajmalla, Huvo Lodrave Bhanabuval |

Alh Palha Arabadda, Bhojaraja Jalamdharal

Jogaraja Dharadhata, Huvo hamsu Parkkar| |

Navakot Kiradu Samjugata, Thir Pamvara Hara Thappiyal|
Dharanivarah Dhara Bhaiya, Kota Bamta Ju Ju Diya ||”

These Navakota were Mamdovar (Mamdor), Ajamer, Gadha Pumgala,
Sidadhsuva, Laudrava, Arbuda, Jalamdhara, Dharadhat, hamsu, Kiradii.
Although this chronicle does not appear to be true, it may have been composed
by someone later, because Ajamer was settled around VS 1165 at the time of
Ajayadeva Cauhan. In that situation, how Dharanivarah gave Ajamer to his
second brother, but in Marwar, the trend of Navakoti Marwar is still used in

the sayings and proverbs.

The Dharanivarah conquered vast territories up to Gujarat, Abu,
Marwar, and Simdh. In 1163 AD, Dharavarsa took birth in the Dharanivarah's
clan, he was brave and powerful and from time to time supported the kings of
Gujarat.74 Inscriptions regarding the Parmar clan of Marwar have been found

in places like Osiyam, Bhinmal, Bhadud, Jalor, Kiradu, Koyalvav, Nana, etc.

The Krshnaraja II took birth in the fifth generation of Dharanivarah,
his detailed inscriptions dated from 1060 AD to 1067 AD were found in the

73 Ibid., 165.
74 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 50.
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Bhinmal region. In this region, their two branches were prominent, out of
which the first established its rule in Abu and the second one in the Kiradii.7s
Apart from these, Parmar also ruled in Jalor, Vagad, and Bhinmal of

Rajputana.

The Krshnaraja was imprisoned by Solamki Bhimadeva I of Gujarat but
liberated by the ruler of Nadol Cauhan Balprasada. The Parmara ruled Abu
about to VS 1368, later Cauhan conquered this region. In the inscription of VS
1218 found at Kiradii, which inscribed names of thirty rulers of Kiradu from the
Parmar branch.7¢ The inscriptions of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries were
found at the Rola village near Nagaur which confirmed the reign of the Parmar

in the region.

Although it is worth noting that in 941 AD, nephew Solamki
Mularajsimha killed Samamtasimha the last Cavada king of Gujarat and
became the ruler.77 Then he extended his ambitions to the north and defeated
the Parmar king Dharanivarah, but Dharanivarah was given protection by the
Rastrakiuta king Dhavala of Hathumdi.7® According to Mularaja's copper plate
of 994 AD, he donated the village Varanak of Satyapur (Samcor and some part

of Marwar).79

From this, it is clear that he subjugated the Abu kingdom of Parmar
because at that time Samcor was under the kingdom of Parmar. The Solamki
king Bhimadeva I conquered this region in 1021 AD, he subdued the Cauhans

of Nadol and then Jayasimha whose reign lasted from 1093 AD to 1142 AD.8°

It is known from the copper plate of VS 1051 that Solamki Mularaja had

conquered the northern part by defeating the Parmar of Samcor and the

75 Reu, Glories, 4.
76 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 22.
77 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 51.
78 Yam Miladudamiilayadagurubalah Srimiilarajo Nrapo
Dappardho Dharantvarahanrapati Yadvdvi (Davdi) Pah Padapam |
Ayatarn Bhuvi Kamdistkamabhiko Yastam Saranyo Dadhau
Damstrayamiva Riudhamudhamahima Kolo Mahimandalam ||6]|
-Epigraphia Indica. Vol-10(New Delhi: Archaeological Survey of India, 9011-12) 21.
79 Ojha, Rajputane Ka Itihaas, 186.
80 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 22.
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Parmar became their Samamt.8'In VS 1202, Solamki Kumarapala subjugated
Sambhar, Kumarapala’s inscription of VS 1209 was found in the Somesvara
temple at Pali which evince that for a short period he was the ruler of
Sambhar,32 he ruled this region by defeating the Sakambhari Cauhan

Arnoraja.83

The inscriptions of Solamki Kumarapala dated between 1145 AD to 1173
AD are found in Gujarat, Rajputana, and Malawa, out of these; nine
inscriptions have been found in the Marwar region, and the copper plate dated
1156 AD is from Nadola.84 The inscriptions sites in Marwar are Kiradu, Pali,
Bhatumda, Bai, Jalora, Narlai, Ratangadha, Nana, Bhinmal, Nadola, and

Samcor.

An inscription of Solamki Kumarapala dated 1153 AD of Pali evinces
that the town of Pali was under his suzerainty which was administered by
Samamt Bahardeva. It also evinces from the Kiradu inscription dated 1178 AD
that Samamt Madanbrahmadeéva Cauhan of Solamki Bhimadéva II ruled here,

although for a short period Destirt was also ruled by the Solamki rulers.85

Historical sources evince that Mamdor and Nagaur were also ruled by
Nagavamst, it is believed that the term Naga in Nagagamga, Nagadarti,
Nagaur, and Nagana supports this fact.86 Scholars believe that the hill
Bhogisail originating from Mamdor is also referred to them, the term Bhogi is

synonymous with a Snake.

Present Nagaur is formerly known as Ahichatrapur, which had been the
capital of the Nagavamsi.87As it is written in the Visnu Purana:
“Navanagah Padmavatyam Kamtipuryam Mathurayam |”

-Visnupurana; Amsa-4, Adhyaya-2488

81 Thid.

82 Tbid.

83 Reu, Glories, 5.

84 Ojha, Rajputane Ka Itihaas, 190.
85 Reu, Glories, 5.

86 Vyas, Rajya Ka Itihaas, 7.

87 Ibid.

88 Ojha, Prachin Itthaas, 199.
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that the Nav Nagavamsi kings ruled in Padmavati (Poha, Gwalior State),
Kamtipur, and Mathura. Whereas in the Vayu Puran:

“Navanagastu Moksyanti Purt Campawati Nrpaha |

Mathuram Ca Purim Ramyam Naga Bhoksyanti Sapta Vai ||”
- Vayupuran; Ams -11, Adhyaya- 382.89
The Nagavamsi kings are mentioned to be ruled in Campapuri and seven kings
in the Mathura.

The Simdhuraja, father of the Malawa king Parmar Bhoja married the
Nagavamsi princess Sasiprabha.s° An inscription of 792 AD was found near
the gate of the Sergadha town in Kota which intagliated four names of
Nagavamsis respectively, Bimdunaga, Padmanaga, Sarvanaga, and
Devadatta.9* Among them Dévadatt had been mentioned as a Samamt, so he
may have been Samamt of Raghuvamsi Pratihar of Kanauja. Therefore, based
on the similarities of the places scholars have accepted the possibilities of the

Nagavamsi rulers.

Apart from this, many other Rajput clans had control over small areas of
Marwar, like the Johiya (Yodhyaiy) who ruled over the northern part
adjoining Bikaner.92 Similarly, some inscription evidence is available of the
existence of the Dadhicik dynasty in Marumamdal, two inscriptions related to
this Dadhicik (Dahiya) lineage have been found in the temple of the Goddess
Kevay at Kimsariya (4 miles north of Parbatsar), among them, first one is
dated VS 1054 and another is dated VS 1300 and whereas one inscription dated
VS 1272 has been found from Mamglana village of Parbatsar.93 Similarly, the
Gaura Rajput also ruled over some areas, especially the names of Godawad,
and Goravata (Maroth) are related to their names,94 according to Durgalal

Mathur Dahiya and Gaura were Samamts of Cauhans.

89 Tbid.

90 Ojha, Rajputane Ka Itihaas, 26.
9t Tbid., 200

92 Reu, Glories, 5

93 Ibid., 5.

94 Reu, Marwar.Vol-1, 5.
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In the Marwar, even after the Pratihar, the Guhil ruled over some areas
for a long time; in which the Khed and Pipad are prominent. The hill region of
Nagada especially the Aravali range was the important settlement of the Bhila
tribe, this area was ruled by Bappa Rawal of the Guhil dynasty which is a
branch of the Vallabhi royal family. The Guhil dynasty was first established in
Idar, which later spreads into many branches.95 In about 686 AD, Cauhan
Vasudev came from Ahichatrapur and established his rule in Sambhar, thus
his descendants came to be known as Sakambharisawara or Sambhari Raja,

and their area including Nagaur called as Sapalak or Savlakha.s®

During 960 AD in the south of Marwar, the Laksamana Cauhan of
Sakambhari established his suzerainty over Nadola. A Nadola inscription of
Laksamana’s reign dated VS 1024 evinces that the suzerainty of Cauhan over
Nadola was established around VS 1024. 97 According to the records of
Prthvirajvijaya around 1108 AD, the Cauhan settled Ajamer and declared it
the capital of their dynasty rule. Although till 1241 AD they ruled here but after
the death of Hariraja Cauhan brother of the Prthviraja Cauhan, it was

completely shifted under the control of the Islamic rule.98

Around VS 1218 Kirtipala Cauhan of Nadola conquered Jawalipur
(Jalor) from Parmar and established his control over it. The name of the hill
on which the Jalor fort was built is Swarnagiri (Plate.2), hence the Cauhan of
Jalor were called Sonagara Cauhan.99 The rise of Sonagara Cauhan was in the
vast region of Marwar and controlled over Nadola, Mamdor, Badmer,

Bhinmal, Ratanpur, Satyapur, etc.

After VS 1218, they conquered Kiradu from Paramar but Alauddin
Khilji snatched the fort of Jalor from the Kanhadadéva the sixth descendant of

Kirtipala 1°° but after a short period, the Cauhan regained their suzerainty over

95 Vaidya, C.V. Early History of Rajputs. (Jaipur: M.M.Publications, 1995), 72.

96 Reu, Glories, 4.

97 Epigraphia Indica (1907-08). Vol.g (New Delhi: Archaeological Survey of India,
(reprint) 1981), 62-64.

98 Reu, Marwar.Vol-1, 20.

99 Bhandarkar, Dr. D.R. "Chouhans of Marwar." Epigraphia Indica (1911-12).Vol.11
(New Delhi: Archaeological Survey of India, (reprint) 1981), 26.

100 Sharma, Dashratha. Early Chouhan Dynasty. (Jodhpur: Book Treasure, 2016), 191.
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Samchor.1ot A fragmented inscription regarding Sahajpala son of Rayapal
found from Mamdor evinces that at the time of Sahajpala, Cauhan ruled over
Mamdor2 after that, Sumdha hill inscription dated VS 1316 of Sonagara
Cauhan evinces that Cacigadeva's father Udayasimhaadeva had conquered

Mamdor.103

The branch of Cauhan control over Satyapur is called Samcora Cauhan
(Satyapuriya).ro4 Thus the Cauhan rules for a long time over the south-east,
south, and south-west regions of Marwar. In between, they also became
Samamt of the Calukya which evinces from many inscriptions that have been
found in this region regarding Calukya Kumarapala. The branch of Cauhan
established in Jalor continued to rule till they were defeated in 1425 AD by Rav

Ranmal, son of Rathod Rav Cumda.1°5

There is a branch of Parihar known as Imda who felt incapable of
protecting the fort of Mamdor, so they gifted Mamdor in dowry to Rav Cumda.
After this incident, the Rathor clan properly iron out their roots in the Marwar,

and in a true sense, the political boundaries of Marwar were started defining.

1.3 Rathor’s Emanation in the Marwar

We know from the above discussions that no dynasties before the Rathor
clan had control over the entire Marwar. It is an assumption that a large part
of the Marwar may have been ruled by some dynasties, but this statement
becomes baseless due to a lack of evidences. Although the influence of the
Cauhan has been visible in large part and the evidence of which is also visible,
later on, they had also considered the subordination of Solamki. Though, they
were split into separate branches like Cauhan, Balot, Devada, Hada, Khimct,

etc. which disintegrated their strength and organized power to an end.

101 Qjha, Jodhpur Rajya, 52.

102 AST Annual Report- 1909-10, 101-103.
103 Epigraphia Indica, Vol.9, 74.

104 Bhandarkar, Chauhans of Marwar, 26.
105 Reu, Glories, 4.
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From the available shreds of evidence and by considering the scholarly
work of Pt. B.N Reu and G.H Ojha, it can be concluded that the credit for
defining the Marwar as one political identity goes to the Rathor dynasty.
However, the history of the Rathor was full of constant struggles and as their

power rose the earlier traditional dynasties also accepted their supremacy.

The Rathors of Marwar claim to be a branch of the Rastrakuta.
However, there is no evidence of direct connection found between them and the
earlier Rastrakutas of Marwar, instead, there is a connection traced with
Jayacamdra of Ujjain. The founder of the Rathor branch in Marwar is Rav
Stha and locally he has been attributed as Kanaujiya Rathor and considered a
descendant of Jayachamdra; the ruler of Kanauja. This is also evinced from
the genealogy inscribed in the oldest inscription of VS 1650 found from

Bikaner, which reveals Rav Stha as a descendant of Jayacamdra.1o6

Even in the Puspikas of Jain texts, Jayacamdra is mentioned as
Rastrakiita, in the Jain text " Puratana Prabamdha " around VS 1529, it is

written that:

“Kanyakubja Dese Varanasipuri Navayojana Vistira Dvadasa
Yojanayama, Tatra Sri Vijayachamdramgajo Rastrakitiya

Jetracamdro Rajyam Karoti.”
-Puratana Prabamdha Samgraha P.99107

Accordingly, Kanyakubja country has a Navayojana spread in city
Varanasipuri, which is ruled by Rastrakuta Jayacamdra, the son of
Vijayachamdra. Similarly, a copy of Kalpasutra of VS 1546 is preserved in
Mohanlal Gyan Bhamdar at Suryapur, which explain that:

“Ksatriyavamtah Purva Viditah Sri Rastrakiita Iti Namna Sri

Jayacamdro Raja Jatascaturamga Bala Yuktal|

Tasyanvaye Prasiddhah Tyagi Bhogi Sadasriya Kalitah|

Asthamascaryayutah Samgato Rava Kulayudharyal||”

106 Vyas, Rajya Ka Itihaas, 16.
107 Tbid., 17.
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-Prassti Samgraha°8

That means Jayacamdra as the Rastrakiita and his descendant Asthana had
stabled the kingdom.109 Therefore, based on available records it seems that a
branch of Rastrakiita which over time has been defined as Rathor. Based on
Khyats even Reu critically tried to prove this fact, as per the above-given shreds

of evidence Rav Stha belongs to the lineage of king Jayacamdra.

According to Reu, after Jayacamdra Gahadawal was killed by the hands
of Sahabuddin Gauri, his son Harisacamdra (also called Vardayisena)
succeeded Kanauja. Vardayiséna's son was Setram, whose brother or son was
Rav Stha, hence the Rathor (Rastrakuta) and Gahadwal were two different

names for the same dynasty.!10

G.H. Ojha has described the Gahadwal and Rathor dynasties as
different because the term Rathor is not used in any Gahadwal’s inscriptions.
To prove his opinion, he also referred to the marital relations between
Gahadwal and Rathor. Nowadays most scholars are agreed with Ojha's

opinion, but the origin of the Rathors is still controversial.

In 1197 AD Kanauj was conquered by the Islamic forces, at that time Rav
Stha was staying in the Mahui village.1! It is written in the Khyats of Marwar
that Rav Stha came from Kanauj.2 As per the Khyats, during the Dwarka
pilgrimage in 1212 AD, Rav Stha helped the Brahmans of Bhinmal.

The town Pali was an important trading center of Marwar3, often

forest Tribes i.e., Mina, Mére, Bhila, etc., used to loot the traders on this trade

108 Thid.
109 Ksatriyavamtah Piirva Viditah Sri Rastrakiita Iti Namna
Sri Jayachamdro Raja Jatascaturamga Bal Yukt |
Tasyanvyé Prasidhah Tyagi Bhogi Sadasriya Kalitah|
Asthamascaryayutah Samgato Rava Kulayudhry ||
“Prasasti Samgrah” (Vyas, Ibid., P17.)

10 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 31-32.

11 The 'Mahui' village is located in the Farukhabad district of Madhya Pradésa, still
the ruins of Rav Stha's palace can be traced, which is built on the banks of the Kali River,
People call this place by the name of " Stharav ka Kheda".

12 Singh, Raghuvir. Jodhpur Rajya Ki Khyat. (Jaipur: Panchashil 1998), 14.

13 Pali town was the key trading centre of Marwar (Majmué Halat, 22)
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route.4 By this time the strength of the Solamki and the Cauhan had declined,
which proved them incapable of providing securities on these routes. Therefore,
when Rav Stha returned from Dwarka through the route of Pali, that time on
the request of the Paliwal Brahmanas he agreed to stay in Pali for their

protection. 115

Although some historians believe that when Rav Siha reached Puskar,
at that time these Brahmanas requested him for protection from tribal loot, so
he agreed to provide security, in return Brahmanas agreed to pay taxes to Rav
Stha,1¢ while this Stha also successively control over the surrounding region.7
An inscription of VS 1313 has been found in the village Bitii, which evinces the
death of Rav Sitha while staying in this region. According to this inscription,
Rav Sitha died on 9 October 1273 AD. According to Ojha, the date of Stha 's
arrival in Marwar would have been around 1243 AD118, whereas Col. Tod dated

it 1212 AD.119

Rav Siha 's son Asthan became his successor, he diplomatically controls
over Idar and Kheda from the Bhilas and also ended the rule of the Guhils.12°
This Kheda was established as the permanent center for the suzerainty route of
Rathors, due to the efforts of Asthan, this dynasty become a permanent

resident of Marwar and got the ruling class identities of Marwar.

After Asthan, his successor became Dhuhad, he made an unsuccessful
attempt to conquer Mamdor from Pratihar Dhirapal.’2* From Kanauj, he
brought the idol of his clan's Mother Goddess Chakréswari and installed it at
Nagana. It is noteworthy that the Devali of Dhuhad has been found in the

Tirasimgadi village of Pacapadara, which evinces his death in 1309 AD.122

114 The native Paliwal Brahmin merchants were very prosperous due to the trade
activities through Pali with foreign countries i.e., Persia, Arab, etc.

u5 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat, 14-20.

16 Vyas, Rajya Ka Itihaas, 18.

u7 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 210.

u8 OQjha, Jodhpur Rajya, 155-157.

19 Tod, Annals and Antiquities. Vol-2, 9.

120 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat, 22-26.

121 Bhati, Mundiyad, 5.

122 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 167.
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Dhuhad 's successor was Rayapal, he became famous as Mahirelan
(Devaraja Imdra) due to his successful famine relief efforts.123 After Rayapal,
Kanpal, Jalanasi, Chada, Tida, Kamhadadev, Tribhuvansi and Salakha
respectively succeeded one by one. Salakha had four sons, Mallinath, Jaitmala,
Viramadeva and Shobhita.

had successfully made control over the entire Maheva (Malani) region.
From him, a separate branch of Rathor emerged and was known as Maheca.
Mallinath held the title of Rawal and was completely independent in his
internal affairs,'24 from here the two important branches were separated among
the Rathor of Marwar, the descendants of Mallinath'?5 remained the rulers of
Malani and remained into small Jagirs, whereas the descendants of Viramadev
became the overlords of the fort,'26 in regard to this a proverb is very prevalent

in Marwar:
“Viram Ra Gadhé Ne Mala Ra Madhe”. 127

Viramadev became the successor of Salakha, the royal lineage of
Jodhpur belongs to him. In 1383 AD he was killed during fighting with the
Johiyas, this incident is confirmed by the Devali inscription found from Gajner
located in Bikaner.128 Viramadeév 's successor was his son Cumda, he was
courageous and due to his ability, he got the village of Sadart from Rawal
Mallinath.

Imda Rajput was fed up with the invasion by the Muslims of Nagaur, so
they married their daughter to Rav Cumda and gave Mamdor in dowry,

regarding this incident a couplet prevails in Marwar:

“Imda Ro Upakar Kamdhaj Kade Na Bhiilje |

123 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat, 27.

124 Thid.

125 The inscription of Sarhvat 1686 in regarding genealogy of Mala's descendant Rawal
Jagmal's is given as follows: 1. Rav Mala, 2. Jagamal-I, 3. Mamdalika, 4. Bhojaraj, 5. Vida,
6. Nisal, 7. Varsimha, 8. Hapa, 9. Megharaj, 10. Dujansal, 11. Tejast, 12. Jagmal-II, 13.
Bharmal.

126 Vyas, Rajya ka Itihaas, 20.

127 Reu, Marwad.Vol-1, 55.

128 Qjha, Jodhpur Rajya, 199.
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Cumde Camvari Cad Diyo Mamdovar Dayaje ||” 129

The Mamdor emerged as the capital of the Rathor clan, which is attributed to
Rav Cumda, he provided stability to the Rathor rule in Marwar, and according
to local sources he conquered Nagaur. Reu states that he had also taken
possession of Khatu, Didawana, Sambhar, and Nadol, although Reu does not
have any specific verifiable basis for this view. The local records also evince the
conflict of Rav Cumda with Bhatis and the Muslim ruler of Nagaur, this conflict

resulted in Cumda’s death.

Before death, Rav Cumda had taken a promise from Ranamal to
renounce his ruler's rights in favor of his younger brother Kana, therefore,
accepting Kana's rule as a promise, he went to Maharana Mokal of Mewar,
where Maharana Meéwar honored him by giving the Jagir of Dhanala.13°
Therefore, despite not being the eldest son of Cumda, Kana became the
successor. After Kana, his brother Sata became the successor, but he was a
weak and incapable ruler, so Ranamal dispossess him from the Mamdor to

protect the Rathor rule in Marwar.:3:

Ranamal's influence was increasing in Mewar due to his bravery and
intelligence, and he also helped Rana Kumbha to get the throne, these days he
used to stay at Chittaudgadha.’32 This growing influence had become
unbearable for Sisodiya chieftains and they started instigating Kumbha against
Ranamal, Kumbha was misled and murdered Ranamal by conspiracy.!33 At this
time his son Jodha used to live in the palace of the Talati, on receiving the
information about the Ranamal’s murder, he immediately along with his seven

hundred companions escaped towards Marwar.134

On Jodha’s escape from Mewar, the Mewari force chased him and there
was the first clash near Kapasan, despite escaping from here, there were many

clashes till reaching the Someésvar Ghata. Due to these conflicts, many soldiers

129 Reu, Marwad.Vol-1, 69.

130 Bhati, Dr. Narayan Singh, ed. Marwad Ra Pargana Ri Vigat. Vol.1. (Jodhpur:
Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute, 1969).20-27.

131 Bhati, Mundiyad, 14.

132 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat 43-44-.

133 Tbid.

134 Reu, Marwad.Vol-2, 83.
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of Jodha died and only two hundred and fifty warriors were left, therefore,
along with seven companions they sent Jodha to Marwar and the rest of the

Sardars stayed and fought with the Mewari soldiers.!35

When Jodha reached Mamdor, he immediately gathered his community
warriors and left for Jamgalu, later Mewari forces captured Mamdor fort,36
and with the Ranamal's death, the Rathors had to be deprived of their capital
Mamdor. The Ranakpur inscription dated VS 1496 of Kumbha evinces victory
over Mamdor so Ranamal must have died before this time.137 During this,
Jodha made many unsuccessful attempts to conquer Mamdor, but later Rav
Jodha succeeded in conquering Mamdor with the help of his relatives and
supporters, thus after fifteen years of continuous struggle, in 1453 AD, Rav

Jodha regain his ancestral possession of the Mamdor.138

At this time the Mewar ruler Kumbha was embroiled in a war with the
Sultan of Malawa.'39 In such circumstances Rana Kumbha thought it would be
appropriate to compromise with the Rathors, on the other hand, Jodha also
wanted to consolidate his newly established state, that's why he also agreed.14°
Therefore, as a result of the agreement in a very cordial atmosphere, the
animosity between Marwar and Mewar was ended. After the agreement with
Mewar in 1458 AD, Rav Jodha officially performed his coronation at the

Mamdor. 41

The experience in the past had made Jodha realize that if the rule must
be given stability, then Mamdor fort is not capable of it, so he decided to
establish a new fort city from security consciousness. For this purpose, the
Masturiya hill located at the southern end of Bhogisail was chosen, but later the

Pamcetiya hill had been considered most suitable for the purpose, it is also

135 Bhati, Pargana Ri Vigat. Vol.1, 31.

136 Tbid.

137 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 229.

138 Bhati, Mundiyad, 17.

139 Vyas, Rajya ka Itihaas, 40.

140 Bhati, Pargana Ri Vigat. Vol.1, 34-36.
141 Reu, Glories, 18.
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known as Cidiya Tumka Pahadi because of an ascetic named Cidiya Natha lived

here before the construction of the fort.142

However, Colonel Tod had told the reason for the construction of this
fort as the inspiration of an ascetic. 143 This hill is six miles south of the Mamdor,

regarding fort construction a couplet is famous, which is:

“Pandara Sau Pandrotarai, Jeth Masa Jodhan |

Suda Igyaras Var Sani, Mamdiyau Gadha Méharan || 144

It means the foundation of the Jodhpur fort was laid on Saturday, 12 May 1459
AD (Gyarasa, Sukala Paksha, Jetha Masa, VS 1515) (plate. 1.2). Usually, in
Marwar, the foundation work of construction activity is considered auspicious

on Saturday.

The city was planned on three sides of the fort and named Jodhpur on
the name of Rav Jodha and the capital of Marwar was shifted from Mamdor
to Jodhpur.145 This decision of Jodha was full of thoughtfulness and sagacity,
in a true sense, this time Rathor permanently established themselves in the
Marwar and succeeded in conquering a large area of the region. Rav Jodha
conquered important territories like Jamgalu (Bikaner) from Samkhla's
suzerainty and Capada Dronapur from Cauhans,46 after Mamdor, he also

conquest Caukadi, Kosana, and Sojat from Sisodiya 147

In the royal court of Rav Jodha, he decides the plan of action to
formulate the pattern of Samamtsaht and apportion it into Davi and Jiwani
Misal. In this system he kept their sons in the Davi Misala and their brothers
in the Jwani Mishal, this Mishal system was sustained respectfully and
continued by the later rulers.148 Maharana Uda I of Mewar gifted Ajamer and

Sambhar to Rav Jodha because Uda doubted the trustworthiness of his

142 Vyas, Rajya Ka Itihaas, 42.

143 Tod, Annals and Antiquities. Vol-2, 16.

144 Mehar,Jahur Khan, and Dr.M.S.Nagar. Mehrangadh: Jodhpur Ka Itihasik Durga.
(Jodhpur:Mehrangadh Museum Trust, 2007), 59.

145 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat, 53.

146 Bhati, Mundiyad, 20-21.

147 Bhati, Pargana Ri Vigat. Vol-3, 8-9.

148 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat, 34.
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Samamts, and he also worried about invasions from neighboring states, so he

was looking for friendship and cooperation with Jodha.149

Rav Jodha had not inherited anything except state exile and troubles,
but with continuous endeavours, he well turned his rule over Marwar.
politically he defined Marwar in a new version, due to his farsightedness his
clan got stability in Marwar, after which the Rathor's suzerainty continued for
a long. An important reason for this lasting is that Jodha not only established a
new entity but also made long-lasting efforts and arrangements toward the
newly established kingdom. After returning from Dronapur in 1489 AD
(Vaisakha Sudi 5, VS 1545), he died in Jodhpur; his capital of ambitions.150
Future outlook decisions of Jodha made a revolutionary impact on Marwar
politics, in a true sense, it would not be an exaggeration to say that by following

his route, their successor had deeply rooted in Marwar politics.

Rav Jodha's successor was his son Satal. When Medata was in
suzerainty of Varasimha, due to the economic decline of Medata, Varasimha
had looted a lot in Sambhar. In return, Subedar of Ajamer Mallu Khan and his
companion Siriya Khan and Mir Ghadula attacked back on the Médata and
continued this till Pipad. When Varasimha finds the situation getting out of
control, he sought help from Rav Satal, on this Satal with Duda, Suja,
Varjamga, etc. came for help and joined Varasimha in Kosana, on 1492 AD this
battle results in Satal death.5!

Rav Bika was the eldest son of Rav Jodha, on the orders of his father he
founded Bikaner as an independent kingdom, on the request of Bika, Jodha
had promised to give him the state's revered objects and important divine
symbols.?52 After the death of Rav Satal, his brother Suja became the ruler, Rav
Bika asked Suja to send all promised state symbols, but Suja declined the

demand so Bika attacked Suja and returned to Bikaner with all revered objects

149 Reu, Marwad.Vol-2, 103.

150 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat, 144.

151 Tbid., 56.

152 G.H. Ojha has given the following list of items on the basis of primary records: 1.
Shield and Sword of Rav Jodha 2. Throne 3. Chamwar 4. Chatra 5. Samkhala 6. Shield and
Sword gifted from Harbhama 7. Katar 8. Idol of Laksminarayana 9. Karamda 10. Bhamwar
Dola 11. Verisala Nagada 12. Dala Simgar Horse 13. Bhujai Ki Déga
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and important symbols.!53 Suja made proper arrangements by giving Hamir
and Jaitmal respectively Phalodi and Satalmer, after that Suja's son Uda

suppressed the Simdals at Jaitaran and established his reign.:54

In 1515 AD, the son of Bagha and the grandson of Suja, Gamga became
the successor, because Bagha died during the reign of Suja.'s5 Rav Gamga did
not pay any intentional efforts to expand the political boundaries of the
kingdom. Although, it was only through the joint efforts of Rav Gamga and
Mewar's Rana Samga that Rayamal (a descendant of Sonag) got back the
Idar.156 In 1527 AD to support Maharana Samga during the battle of Khanwa
between Babar and Rana Samga, Rav Gamga sent his army under the
command of Rayamal and Ratansimha of Gamgani,'s? this step indicates the

friendly relations among Marwar and Mewar.

Rav Gamga was upset with the activities of his brother Viram, so Gamga
took Sojat from him.158 The enmity between Gamga's son Maladev and
Viramadev also escalated later and became the reason for the battle of
Sumelgiri.t59 There are two views among scholars about the death of Rav
Gamga, first that opium intoxicated Rav Gamga was sitting in a window of the
Palace enjoying the breeze and while this he falls asleep and fell down, and the

second opinion is that prince Maladev pushed him, resulting in his death.

After Rav Gamga, his son Maladev became the ruler, he became the
most powerful ruler of Marwar so far. Under his reign, he controlled twenty-
one Parganas, which is a vindication of his military capabilities and proper
administrative management. During his reign, the Rathor came in contact with
the Afghans and then the Mughals, which had a long-lasting impact on the

politics of Marwar.

The Mughal emperor Babar had died six months before Rav Maladev’s

coronation and his inept successor prince Humayum became the emperor of

153 Shyamaldas. Vir Vinod. Vol-2. (New Delhi: Motilal Banarasidas, 1986), 807.
154 Singh, Rajya Ki Khayat, 67.

155 Bhati, Pargana Ri Vigat. Vol-1, 41-43 and Vol-3, 9-12.

156 Bhati, Mundiyad, 25-26.

157 Bhati, Pargana Ri Vigat, Vol-1, 41-43 and Vol-3, 9-12.

158 Bhati, Mundiyad, 24.

159 Singh, Rajya Ki Khayat, 73.
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Delhi. The empire was established and formed by Babar but in the reign of
Humayum, it began to disarray as the Pathans started making vigorous efforts
to achieve their political glory. Humayum 's struggle remained for a lifetime
and Ser Sah Suirt succeeded in his effort, and Delhi came under the Siiri

dynasty.160

On the other hand, the position of Rajpiitana was also in turmoil, soon
after the defeat of Rana Samga in the battle of Khanwa, the Rajpiits’ powers
were disintegrated by Samga’s death. The ruler of Mewar could not carry on
his ancestral tradition and after Samga, his son Ratansimha became the ruler
of Meéewar but he was Kkilled in the vicious circle of domestic strife, even after

this, the situation became direr when Vikramaditya was coronated.6:

These circumstances were favourable for the ambitious Maladev and
there were no major obstacles in the way of expansion of the kingdom, so he
started efforts to fulfill his ambitions. He conquered the area of Bikaner from
Jaitst and Medata from Viramadev and expanded his kingdom. Viramadev
and Kalyanamal (son of Jaitst) sought help from Ser Sah to recover their
kingdoms, here Sér Sah considered this an opportunity to take control of
Jodhpur.162

In favorable circumstances with his big military strength, Ser Sah
marched towards Jodhpur, but he was apprehended by seeing Maladéuv's army,
so he conspired for fake correspondence with Maladév's chieftains and got
success. Due to this conspiracy, Rav Maladev distrusted his chieftains and
without fighting returned from there with his chief servant Bherudasot, but his
Samamt Jaita and Kumpa refused to step back and as a result, Sér Sah and

Maladev's army fought at Sumelgiri in December 1543 AD.163

Although Jeta and Kumpa were killed in this battle, the results of this
battle were so horrific, in this battle, six thousand Rajput soldiers fought with
Eighty thousand Pathan soldiers, this war was so frightening that in this battle
Ser Sah lost all hope of victory. At the end of it battle, he said, "For a handful of

160 Shyamaldas, Vir Vinod, 25-26.
161 Thid.

162 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, 190-194.
163 Bhati, Mundiyad, 35-39
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Millet, I would have lost the empire of Himdustan”.164 After this battle Sér Sah
conquered Jodhpur, but Maladev again took control of Jodhpur in 1545 AD.165

Although Rav Maladev expanded the Rathor kingdom by occupying
many Parganas, the disintegration of Rathor power had started during his
reign, his eldest son Rav Ram unsuccessfully tried to capture the state, even
Udaysimha also could not become the favourite of his father, so the younger

son Camdraséna got the privilege of ascending the throne in 1562 AD.166

Rav Camdrasena was a brave and freedom-loving ruler, but due to the
alienation of elder brother Ramsimha and Udaysimha, Camdraséna eventually
lost the state of Jodhpur, because in 1565 AD after Ramsimha sought help from
Akbar. The Mughal army headed by Hasankuli Khan besieged Jodhpur and
after some time Akbar took control of Jodhpur.167 While being exiled from
Jodhpur, Rav Camdrasen made Sivana his capital, which was later captured by
Akbar. The Sivanagadha had always played a crucial role in the safeguarding
of many Rathor rulers, while they had been exiled from Jodhpur. In the end,
while fighting with the Mughal army in 1581 AD, Rav Camdrasen took his last
breath in the Mountains of Sincai (fig:1.3).168

As a result of the internal strife of Marwar, the Mughals got an
opportunity to take control of Marwar, Rav Camdrasena has a matchless place
in the history of Marwar, he was the last Rathor ruler who did not accept the
subjugation of Akbar, with the death of Rav Camdraséna, the independence of
the Rathors also ended. Even after the death of Rav Camdrasena, Jodhpur
remained in Khalasa for three years, but finally, Camdrasena's elder brother
Udayasimha accepted Akbar's conditions of Mansabadari and joined the

services for Mughals.169

Udayasimha was given the title of Raja, when Akbar granted him the

throne of Marwar than he came to Jodhpur on 4 August 1583 and ascended

164 Ojha, Jodhpur Rajya, Vol.1, 204.

165 Bhati, Mumdiyad, 35-39.

166 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat,104-105

167 Bhati, Dr.Hukam Singh, ed. 2001. Swatantriya Vir Rav Chandrasen. (Jodhpur:
Rajasthani Shodh Sansthan and Maharaja Man Singh Pustak Prakash Shodh Kendra), 47-51.

168 Singh, Rajya Ki Khyat, 112-113.

169 Tbid., 97.
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the throne.170 He played an important role in quelling many rebels that took
place against Akbar, whether it was Raja Madhukar Bumdela or Muzaffar
Khan or being assigned to manage Lahor, or being sent to attack Rav Suratan
of Sirohi, he successfully did all.»7* The younger son Surasimha was the
successor of Mota Raja Udayasimha, because of Udayasimha's inclination
toward Surasimha’s mother, he had told emperor Akbar to make Surasimha
the king after him, which emperor Akbar agreed, and in 1595 AD Surasimha
ascended the throne.172 He was entrusted with the task of protecting Gujarat

and played an important role in suppressing many revolts.'73

After Surasimha, his eldest son Gajasimha-I became the ruler in 1619
AD, Gajasimha had attended the service of the Jahamgir while his father was
alive, thus he got the throne due to Jahamgir 's favor.174 this indicates that at
this time Mughal emperor used to interfere in the determination of the ruler of
Marwar. According to Colonel Tod, at this time, along with the control of
Marwar, seven Parganas of Gujarat, Jhilai (Dhumdhada), the Jagir of
Masuda (Ajamer), and the Subedari of the south were also given to him. He
had suppressed many revolts against the Mughal emperor, the emperor gave

him the title of Dalthamban and the Jalor Pargana in the Mansab.175

After Maharaja Gajasimha-I, despite the presence of his eldest son
Amarasimha, Jaswamtasimha-I got the throne in 1638 AD and was crowned
on 25 May 1638 in Agara.76 This was done at the behest of Gajasimha's
Paswan Anara because Gajasimha was influenced by her.177 Jaswamtasimha
served the Mughals for forty years and was considered an influential person in

the emperor's decision. Although, his later period was spent in struggle,

170 Thid.

171 Elliot, Sir. H.M. The History of India. Edited by Prof. John Dowson.Vol.5 (London:
Trubner and Co. and Ludgate Hill, 18730), 460-462

172 Bhati, Dr. Hukam Singh. Rathoda Ri Khyat.Vol.1, (Jodhpur: Itihaas Anusandhan
Sansthan, 2007), 132.

173 Akbarnama, Vol-3. 697. (Reu, Marwar.Vol-1, 173.)

174 Bhati, Mumdiyad, 66-67.

175 Reu, Marwar.Vol-1, 189.

176 Tbid., 210.
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compromises, and subjugation with the Mughal emperor because being against

Auramgajeb in the war of succession hindered the continuity of relations.78

Many times, Maharaja Jaswamtasimha rebelled against Auramgajeb
but eventually, the emperor and Jaswamtasimha reached an agreement,
although internally Auramgajeb was not happy with Jaswamtasimha, so he
sent the Maharaja to Kabul to suppress the rebel of the Pathans.79 While
returning from this successful mission, Jaswamtasimha died in Pesawar on 28
November 1678 AD.180

At the time of the death of Maharaja Jaswamtsimha, he did not have
any son, at this time Auramgajeb’s hostility towards him came out openly and
he took this as an opportunity and declared Marwar as a Khalasa and sent
royal servants to control over it.18! But at the time of Jaswamtsimha's death, his
Jadam and Naruki queens were pregnant and had two sons, but for the
emperor, this was problematic news,82 the Rathor Sardars requested the
emperor to declare prince Ajitsimha the ruler of Marwar, but on the contrary,
there were proposals to convert Ajitsimha into Islam by taking him in the royal

surveillance.183

But the Sardars secretly moved Ajitsimha out of Delhi to Marwar and
kept him in secret at the house of Puskarna Brahmana Jayadev in Kalamdari
village of Sirohi where Jayadev 's wife did upbringing and trained him under
the supervision of Khimcit Mukandas.'84 The Rathor chieftains declared him the
successor of Marwar, and fought against Auramgajeb's army for about thirty
years, after the death of Auramgajeb in 1707 AD, Ajitsimha got the privilege of

official coronation to Marwar.185

Auramgajeb's successor Bahadursah also had enmity with Ajitsimha in

his initial period, but in the later adverse conditions, he considered it unfair to

178 Bhati, Mumdiyda, 129.

179 Tbid.

180 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 241.

181 Haldar, Ramratan. Vir Shiromani Durgadas. (Ajmer: Vedik Yantralaya, 1938), 5.
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fight with the Rathors and agreed to settle issues and accepted the suzerainty
of Ajitsimha over Jodhpur.:8¢ At the behest of Ajitsimha, emperor Rafi ud-

Darjat had to remove the tax on Jaziya and other pilgrimages.187

Ajitsimha was murdered by his son Bakhatsimha on 23rd June 1724 AD,
the Mughals were behind this conspiracy, and it was only at the behest of the
Mughal warlords that Abhaysimha or his brother got the work done.!88
Abhaysimha was coronated in Delhi and emperor Mohammad Shah conferred

the title of Rajarajeswar to Abhaysimha,'89 he died in 1749 AD.

Abhaysimha’s eldest son Ramsimha ascended the throne, but due to the
short-sighted nature of Ramsimha, one after the other all the important
Samamt of Marwar moved to Nagaur in the court of Ramsimha’s uncle
Bakhatsimha.19° Intelligently and gradually Bakhatsimha increased his power
by gaining the cooperation of all Samamts and later took control of Jodhpur in
June 1751 AD.19t During this period Ramsimha made many attempts to regain
the kingdom with the help of Marathas and Jaipur ruler but could not succeed,
he died in Jaipur in 1772 AD.192

Maharaja Bakhatsimha was a capable, intelligent and courageous king
but he could not rule Marwar for long and died in 1752 AD.293 After him, his
eldest son Vijaysimha ascended the throne, but during his lifetime, his eldest
son Fatehsimha and second son Bhomsimha died, so Bhomsimha’s son
Bhimsimha became the ruler.194 He faced opposition from his uncle

Zalimsimha and cousin Mansimha, so Maharaja Bhimsimha sent the army to

186 Rathore, Dr.Vimlesh. Atharvi Satabdi Me Rajasthan Ka Samajik Evam Arthik
Jivan . Jodhpur: Maharaja Man Singh Pustak Prakash Shodh Kendra, 2018.), 22.

187 Barhat, Shivduttdan. Ajit Vilas. Jodhpur: Rajasthan Prachya Vidhya Pratisthan,
1984, 100.

188 Bhati,Rathoda Ri Khyat.Vol-2, 484.

189 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 331-332.

190 Vyas, R.P. Rajasthan Ka Vrihat Itihas. Vol. 1. Jaipur: Rajasthan Hindi Granth
Academy, 1986), 147-148.

191 Bhati, Mumdiyda, 248-249.

192 Reu, Marwar.Vol-2, 366.
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194 Bhati, Rathoda Ri Khyat.Vol.3, 653.
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suppress their rebellion and establish peace in Marwar, but while this

Mansimha went to Jalor.195

The Maharaja Mansimha considered himself an independent ruler of
Jalor but Maharaja Bhimsimha sent the army to conquer Jalor Fort (fig 1.4),
but in between Bhimsimha died in Jodhpur on October 1803 AD. When this
news reached Jalor, immediately Simghi Imdraraj and Bhamdari Gamgaram
stopped the battle because Bhimsimha died without having a son, so with the
help of the chieftains, Maharaja Mansimha became the ruler of Jodhpur in
1803 AD.196

The Maharaja Mansimha was the grandson of Maharaja Vijaysimha
and the son of Gumansimha. These days due to the destruction of the influence
of the Mughals, Marathas, the British East India Company, and later British
crown rule had gained a lot of momentum, but still, there was a war between
the British and the Marathas.197 A treaty was signed between Mansimha and
the East India Company on 22 December 1803 AD, but Mansimha refused to

accept the terms and offered to make another treaty by making changes to it.198

At this time the war was going on between Simdhiya and the company,
seeing this an opportunity the Maharaja took control of Ajamer. After being
defeated by the company when Jaswamtrav Holkar came towards Ajamer that
time Maharaja showed friendship and provided security to his family, by
satisfied with this Jaswamtrav moved for Malawa. This friendly act of
Maharaja Mansimha towards Jaswamtrav made Company uncomfortable

with Maharaja and they completely cancelled the treaty. 199

During his reign, Mansimha had to face many attacks from his
neighbouring kingdoms. Being indifferent to the circumstances, the Maharaja
assumed silence and indifference towards the administrative decisions of the
kingdom. Seeing such a situation, Mumta Akhecamda along with Ayas

Devnath's younger brother and other officials conspired to give the state
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196 Thid.
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198 Thid.
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administration to Chattarsimha, and even notwithstanding the Maharaja's
wish, on 19 April 1817 AD with the permission of the Maharaja, Chattarsimha

became Yuvaraj.20°

After this new administrative positioning, at the time of the Pimdari war,
there was a treaty between the East India Company and the Jodhpur kingdom,
as per the treaty the company took the responsibility of protecting Marwar
from external attacks. In lieu of this, Marwar agreed to pay a tax of Rs.1,08,00
to the Company which they earlier agreed with Maratha,2°! with this treaty, the

interference of Amir Khan over the Marwar's Nawa, Sambhar, etc. ended.202

On 26 March 1818 AD, Yuvaraj Chatarasimha passed away, this sudden
administrative disturbance created confusion and tension among the Sardars
and Mutsadis, which they planned for adopting someone from Idar. But after
the intervention of the East India Company, Maharaja Mansimha agreed to

take state responsibilities into their hands.203

Maharaja Mansimha was a very intelligent, scholar, virtuous, and good
politician but due to excessive dependencies on the chieftains and excessive
devotion to the Natha sect had created chaos in his forty years reign, there was

hardly any year in which he was not worried.

Mansimha had many sons, but all of them had died during his life, due
to which he expressed his desire to the political agent Ladlo of East India
Company to adopt Takhatsimha from Ahmadnagar and declare successor
behind him, after this, he went to Mamdor, where he died on 4 September 1843
AD. After his death, with the consent of the Samamts and queens, Takhatsimha
was adopted from Ahmadnagar of the Idar state, and his coronation was

performed as a new Maharaja of Jodhpur.204

From his coronations to the establishment of the Republic of India, his
successors respectively took over the administrations of the princely state of

Jodhpur in coordination with the British Raj. This period passed only in

200 Tbid., 75-78.
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202 Thid., 229-230.

203 Tbid.
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harmony and treaties,2°5 and the kingdom of Marwar remained established as

a princely state.

205 See chronology chart of the Rathor rulers.
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