
Ac k nowl e dg e me nt  

कम��ेवािधकार�े मा फलेषु कदाचन। मा 

कम�फलहेतुभू�मा� ते स�ोऽ�कम�िण॥ 

श्रीम�गव�ीता 2.47 

[In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna tells 

Arjuna – You only have a right to action 

(karma) and not to the fruits of your karma. 

Do not become a person who constantly 

meditates upon (gets attached to) the results 

of one’s karma. Do not get attached to 

inactivity (no karma).                       - 

Srimad Bhagavad Gita 2.47] 

“None of us got to where we are alone. 

Whether the assistance we received was 

obvious or subtle, acknowledging someone's 

help is a big part of understanding the 

importance of saying thank you.”  

     

 -Harvey Mackay 

I am deeply grateful for the love, guidance, 

and unwavering support of my parents, Mr. 

Pankajbhai Maheta and Mrs. Pragnaben 

Maheta, throughout my entire academic 

journey. Their presence in my life has been 

an immense source of strength and 

inspiration. First and foremost, I want to 

acknowledge the fundamental role they 

played in my existence. Without their genetic 

materials and blessings, I would not have 

embarked on this incredible journey of life. 

Their unwavering belief in my potential and 

their sacrifices have shaped me into the 

person I am today. I am forever indebted to 

them for their boundless devotion and 

sacrifices. They have tirelessly provided me 

with everything I needed to pursue my 

education, whether it was financial support, 

emotional encouragement, or simply a 

listening ear. Their unwavering faith in me 

has been a constant source of motivation, 

pushing me to overcome challenges and 

strive for excellence.  

I would like to express my sincere gratitude 

and praise to the almighty GOD especially 

“��े�र महादेव” Kamboi Village, Gujarat, 

who showered thou grace in the form of 

knowledge and wisdom and every other way 

for competing this work. 

“अख�म�लाकारं �ा�ं येन चराचरम् । 

त�दं दिश�तं येन त�ै श्रीगुरवे नमः  ॥“ 

[My Salutations to that Guru who revealed to 

me that Truth, which is unfragmented, 

infinite, timeless divinity, and which 

pervades the entire universe – movable or 

unmovable.] 

It gives me enormous contentment to express 

my gratitude to my research supervisor Dr. 

Kauresh D. Vahhrajani (Professor and Ex. 

Head, Department of Zoology & Department 

of Environmental Studies, Faculty of 

Science, The Maharaja Sayajirao University 

of Baroda, Vadodara) who introduced me to 

the marvellous world of the carcinology and 

ecology and accepting me as his Ph.D. 

research student. It is legitimate incident to 

pay thanks to him, who gave me utter 

support, enormous enthusiasm and 

motivation every time. I am thankful to him 



for his positive co-operation and involvement 

in my research work. I remain owing a favour 

of him for such venerable involvement, 

imposing support and motivation. Everything 

you know about this project, from its methods 

to its history, can be traced back to him. The 

highs and lows of daily routine were shared 

by both of us. At the time of weakest phase of 

work, he performed the role of mitochondria 

and recharged me with the power of 

provoking thoughts. In addition, we 

experienced both the joy of accomplishment 

and the disappointment of failure together. 

He was able to teach me the true concept of 

teamwork, and in my opinion, he is the ideal 

supervisor for Ph.D. work. Working 

alongside someone who is so courteous, 

forthright, and receptive to new ideas is a 

fantastic experience that I highly recommend. 

My respectful gratitude to H. H. Maharaja 

Sayajirao Gaekwad III and H. H. Pratap 

Singh Gaekwad of Baroda, the last Maharaja 

of the erstwhile Baroda State, founded the 

Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda 

where I could complete my bachelors, 

masters and Ph.D. 

My deep sense of gratitude to the Dean, 

Faculty of Science, Prof. H. R. Kataria for 

his constant support and guidance. Prof. 

Kataria's dedication to fostering academic 

excellence and his commitment to the growth 

of students within the Faculty of Science have 

been evident in his continuous support. 

I extend my sincere appreciation to Prof. B. 

Suresh, the Head of the Department of 

Zoology, for granting me permission to 

utilize the laboratory instruments and 

providing the necessary facilities during my 

research. His support and cooperation has 

been instrumental in the successful execution 

of my work, and I am truly grateful for the 

same. I would also like to thank Prof. Dolly 

Kumar, Prof. Pragna Parikh and Prof. K. 

D. Vachhrajani, Ex Heads, Department of 

Zoology who supported me in my research 

during their tenures. They played the role of 

the helicase in the journey of my Ph.D. 

research, who made the replication (progress) 

smooth and mutation free.  

I express my deepest gratitude to Prof. G. S. 

Padate, Late Prof. Vihas Vasu, Dr. 

Prakash Pillai, Dr. R. V. Devkar, Dr. Hetal 

Roy and Dr. Gowri Kumari who taught and 

showed me the right path as cyclin-dependent 

kinases (CDKs) which made the Ph.D. cycle 

progression better via phosphorylation 

(motivation and guidance).  

For all their assistance and instruction in 

administrative matters throughout my Ph.D., 

I am extremely grateful to Mr. Rajeshbhai, 

Mr. Shailesh Chikne, Mr. Hitesh Suthar, 

Mr. Hemant Parmar, and Mr. Gulab 

Yadav. Also, I would want to express my 

gratitude to Mr. Shankar Bhai Rabari, Mr. 

Mukesh Rabari, Mr. Dilipbhai, and Mr. 

Nazirbhai, Mr Kishorbhai and late Mr 

Hazibhai. I am thankful to all the non-

teaching staff of the Faculty of Science and 

Head office of the Maharaja Sayajirao 



University of Baroda for their valuable 

cooperation in document/paper work.  

I am extremely thankful to The Education 

Department of Gujarat State for awarding 

the fellowship under the SHODH-ScHeme 

Of Developing High quality research.  

The greatest strength comes from my family 

and merely being grateful to them will only 

demean their position in my life. I would like 

to express my warm gratitude to Mr. Smit 

Maheta, Mr. Mukeshbhai Bhatt (Father-

in-Law), Mrs. Jagrutiben Bhatt (Mother-

in-Law), Mrs. Kruti Bhatt Joshi, Mr. Ajay 

Joshi, and Miss. Dwija for showing faith in 

me and giving me liberty to choose what I 

desired. I salute you all for the selfless love, 

care, pain, sacrifices you did to shape my life. 

Although, you hardly understood what I 

researched on, you were willing to support 

any decision I made. I would never be able to 

pay back the love and affection showered 

upon by my family.  

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude 

to my dear friends, Ms. Hiral Surti, Ms. 

Foram Jadeja, Ms. Jalpa Jadeja, Mr. 

Krupal Patel, Ms. Khyati Kajarekar, Ms. 

Sejal Purani, Ms. Rifat Khira, Ms. 

Krishna Bhutiya, Ms. Mridu Kulwant, Ms. 

Harshita Sharma, Mr. Mithil Trivedi, Mr. 

Pankaj Sharma, Mr. Rahul Ladumor, Mr. 

Rudra Patel, Mr. Bhargav Bhadreshwara, 

Ms. Shifa Garasiya, Ms. Nishi Pandya, Mr. 

Ajay Baldaniya, Mr. Hardik Goswami, 

Mr. Parth Joshi, who have been with me at 

every step of the way during my thesis 

journey. Your unwavering support, 

encouragement, and understanding have been 

invaluable in helping me navigate the 

challenges and celebrate the triumphs of this 

research endeavour. I would like to express 

my sincere gratitude to Mr. Shrey Pandya, 

Department of Statistics, who helped me in 

statistical analysis. I would like to thank my 

Ph.D. colleagues Ms. Vaishali Prajapat and 

Dr. Gargi Vaidya for their direct and 

indirect support during my Ph.D. tenure.  

I would express my warm gratitude to Mrs. 

Dipti Vachhrajani, Dr. Jignesh Trivedi, 

Mrs. Dhruva Trivedi for being my 

guardians and taking utmost care and their 

love. Apart from this, Dr. Jignesh Trivedi has 

taught me basics of the research and field 

work.  

I am extremely thankful to Dr. Khushali 

Pandya, Dr. Ankita Salunke, and Dr. Parth 

Pandya for their timely guidance and 

support. 

I would like to thank Mrs. Hemlata Trivedi 

and Ms. Hinal Trivedi for their warm care 

and constant love during my entire Ph.D. 

journey in Vadodara city. I would also like to 

thank Mr. Dayabhai Patel (Dada) and Mrs. 

Hasumatiben Patel (Dadi) of Kamboi village, 

my study site. I stayed in their house during 

my Ph.D. journey for the field work. They 

took my care with love during the crucial 

phase of my research. I would also like to 

thank Mr. Ashokbhai, Kamboi, for assisting 

in field collection and Mrs. Kailashben, a 

food vendor at Kamboi, for looking after my 



hunger during field works. I sincerely salute 

and thank the police and home guard 

personnel for their support during field work 

particularly during COVID-19 late phases 

and specially o festival days.  

“I found a person who is not just my better 

half, but the one who makes my life better 

than the best.” 

I am profoundly thankful for the remarkable 

presence of Mr. Dhaval Bhatt Maheta in 

my life. He holds a unique and cherished 

place in my heart as not only my life partner 

but also my closest confidant and a steadfast 

source of motivation. Throughout the 

intricate tapestry of my journey, he has stood 

as an unwavering pillar of support, offering 

guidance and understanding during both the 

peaks and valleys. His patience and 

accommodation have been nothing short of 

remarkable, weathering my absences, mood 

swings, and moments of impatience with 

grace. Mr. Dhaval Bhatt Maheta's constant 

presence has bestowed upon me a sense of 

stability and reassurance, fortifying my 

confidence to confront the challenges 

inherent in my research endeavours. I am 

profoundly grateful for his steadfast belief in 

my abilities, consistent support, and the 

invaluable insights he has provided, which 

have significantly influenced the trajectory 

and success of my work. Serving as my muse, 

editor, and sounding board, his dedication has 

played a pivotal role in elevating the quality 

and clarity of my research. Beyond the realm 

of academia, Mr. Dhaval Bhatt Maheta has 

been my closest ally, offering unwavering 

love and support that serve as anchors during 

tumultuous moments. His presence is akin to 

a guiding light, bringing solace and sanity to 

the intricate tapestry of the past few years. I 

express my deepest appreciation for his 

friendship, as he has been my constant 

companion, sharing in both the triumphs and 

tribulations of this arduous journey.  

To Mr. Dhaval Bhatt Maheta, I owe an 

immeasurable debt of gratitude. His role as 

my rock, inspiration, and greatest cheerleader 

has been instrumental in the realization of my 

success. I am eternally thankful for his 

unwavering support and love, and I recognize 

that my achievements are, in large part, a 

reflection of his profound influence on my 

life. 

- Ms. Niketa Pankajkumar Maheta 


