ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I am thankful to Almighty, the universe for allowing me to learn and educate myself with the
power of Knowledge. | am grateful to the universe for showering me with strength, patience,
and faith. I could and did it for my world, my Parents. | am who | am today and whatever | will

be in the future all because of them. This is your hard work, thank you for being my Parents.

Words can’t express my heartfelt sincere gratitude to my guide Prof. (Dr.) M.N. Parmar for
his valuable guidance till the completion of this study. | will always be indebted and grateful
for his directions and continuous support. He has made this journey easier for me. This
endeavor would not be possible without your support. Thankyou sir for choosing me to be your

student.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. (Dr.) Ankur Saxena the Dean & Prof.
(Dr.) Bhavna Mehta, Head of the Department of Faculty of Social Work, The Maharaja
Sayjirao University of Baroda for always facilitating and giving invaluable suggesting

academically.

I am also thankful to the former Dean of the faculty Prof. (Dr.) Jagdish Solanki for his support.
My special thank goes to Prof. (Dr.) Sunita Nambiyar for her continuous support during the
Ph.D. program. | also express my gratitude to Dr. Kavita Sindhav and all the faculty members

of FSW for their constant support and guidance throughout my study.

My special thanks go to external Faculty members Prof. Dr. K. Pushpanadham, Prof. (Dr.)
Villas Chauhan, Prof. (Dr.) Rashmin Sompura for their valuable input during the presentation
of the concept paper, research methodology, and review of the literature, and all research

scholars for their support.

| also want to acknowledge Mr. Brijesh Bhat, the office staff & peons of the Faculty of Social
work, The maharaja Sayjirao University of Baroda for being kind and facilitating my PhD

related work.

| am grateful to Dr. Jayalaxmi Mahanty for mentoring me throughout the PhD and also

inspiring me to achieve higher and higher academically.

I am thankful to Dr. Alpa Parmar and Dr. Nazish Campwala for continuous guidance,
encouragement, motivation, and valuable input on each stage of the Ph.D. | am thankful to my
Co- Ph.D. scholar Shruti Bhosle for her constant support and encouragement.



| express my deepest gratitude to my respondents who have extended their cooperation during

the process of data collection without which this study would not have been possible.

| also thank my supportive family members and friends for their constant encouragement and

support. Special thanks to all those who have supported and helped directly or indirectly in

their contribution to the study.

-Radhika Kapila



